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INTRODUCTION. 


§  I.  Popularity  of  the  romance,  at  shown 

by  nwaieroM  edUions,  p.  v. 
^§  2.  CamtofCB  ^' Lyf  of  Charles  the  grete,'' 

p.  viii. 
J  3.  Ibmmhras  an  enlarged  portion  of  a 

previovs  romance,  p.  xi. 
§  4.  English  MSS.  of  the   Charlemagne 

Romances,  p.  xii. 


§  5.  Description  of  the  Ashmole  MS.  33, 
p.  xiv. 

§  6.   Characters  of  the  roinatice,  p.  xviL 

§  7.  Its  versification^  p.  xviii. 

I  8.  Its  Dialectal  and  Gh^mitiatical peculi- 
arities, p.  xviii. 

§  9.  Conclusion,  p.  xxvii. 


§  1.  In  the  present  Introduction  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the  general 
question  of  the  Origin  and  History  of  the  Charlemagne  Eomances,  but  to 
confine  myself  to  the  one  with  which  we  are  immediately  concerned. 

Of  all  these  romances  none  attained  to  so  high  a  pitch  of  popularity 
as  that,  the  present  version  of  which  is  now  for  the  first  time  published. 
MM.  Kroeber  and  G.  Servois,  the  editors  of  the  old  French  version  (from 
which  the  present  is  a  translation),  in  their  introduction  say :  "  Des  le  xii"* 
si^le  probablement,  et  pour  s^  au  siksle  suivant,  la  chanson  de  Fierabras 
^tait  chants  en  proven9al  et  en  firan^ais,  au  midi  et  au  nord  de  la  France. 
£lle  a  6i6  de  bonne  heure  traduite  ou  imit^  dans  presque  toutes  les  langues 
de  TEurope,  et  n'a  cess6  chez  nous  d'etre  rajeunie  et  reproduite  dans  les 
versions  en  prose  qui  en  ont  6i6  publiees  depuis  le  xv*  sifecle  jusqu*^ 
nos  jours."* 

Of  the  Eomance  of  Fierabras  two  versions  exist,  the  one  Provencal,' 
the  other  French,  the  former  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  MM.  Kroeber  and 
Servois,  was  a  translation  from  a  French  original  now  lost.     Of  the  French 

'  ''Fierabras  Chanson  de  Geste,'*  Paris,  1860,  8*.  p.  ii. 

*  Published  bj  Herr  Bekker,  with  the  title, "  Der  fioman  Ton  Ferabras  provenzaliBcb, 
heraoBgeg.  von  Herr  Bekker,'*  Berlin,  1829,  4*.     It  ooDsists  of  5084  lines. 
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VI  INTRODUCTION. 

yersion  five  MSS.  are  known  to  exist,  two  belonging  to  the  XIY,  and  two  to 
the  XV  century.^ 

Previous  to  1860,  the  poetical  version  of  Fierabras  had  never  been 
printed,  but  there  had  been  numerous  editions  of  the  prose  romance.  A 
full  account  of  these  will  be  found  in  Brunet's  Manuel  du  Uhrairey  8.v.y. 
Conqueste  and  Fierabras,  and  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  a  notice  of 
the  most  remarkable  of  these  editions. 

The  first  prose  version  was  published  in  1478,  at  Geneva,  with  the  title, 
''Le  Eoman  de  Fier  a  bras,  le  geant,"  and  the  colophon,  ''Imprime  a 
Geneve  Tan  de  grace  mil  cccclxxviij.  le  xxviij*  iour  de  Nouembre."  It  is 
in  folio,  Grothic  letters,  and  consists  of  115  leaves,  with  no  pagination. 

In  the  Grenville  Library  in  the  British  Museum,  Nos.  10,531,  and  10,532 
are  two  copies. 

The  first,  entitled,  "Fierabras,  Boman  par  Henry  Bolomier,"  which 
is  the  copy  mentioned  by  Brunet,  N.  R  II.  p.  231,  as  incorrectly  described 
in  the  Catalogue  of  Vander  Velde,  commences  with  the  prologue  Saint  Pol 
docieur  de  Verite,  which,  with  Table  of  Chapters,  occupies  five  leaves.  The 
text  begins  on  leaf  6,  and  finishes  on  110  back,  with  the  colophon — ^ 
"Explicit  Fierabras,  par  Symon  du  Jardin  k  Geneve."  It  is  in  folio  and 
undated. 

The  work  is  divided  into  three  Books,  the  second  of  which  contains 

'  The  editors  of  Fierabras  only  mention  four^  but  one  has  since  been  discovered  in 
the  Municipal  Library  of  Hanover.  (See  p.  xir.  below.)  Of  these  only  one  is  in  the 
British  Museum,  viz.  MS.  Reg.  15.  B.  vi^  This  magnificent  MS.,  which  is  in  a  state  of 
perfect  preservation,  fonns  an  enormous  folio  volume,  on  vellum,  written  in  double 
columns  in  the  15th  century.  It  contains  487  folios,  besides  5  folios  at  the  beginning,  of 
which  one  is  blank.  The  first  has,  on  the  back,  a  table  of  the  contents  of  the  volume. 
The  second  contains,  on  the  back,  a  superb  miniature,  representing  John  Talbot,  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  who  died  in  1453,  on  his  knees,  presenting  this  volume  to  Margaret  of 
Anjou,  queen  of  Henry  VI,  who  is  seated  beside  her  husband  on  a  kind  of  bed,  in  a 
chamber  of  which  the  tapestry  bears  everywhere  the  arms  of  England  and  France 
quartered.  Behind  the  queen  are  two  ladies,  and  behind  the  king  a  great  number  of 
men.     Above  is  a  dedication  in  verse. 

The  third  leaf  contains  a  pedigree  of  Henry  VI.  This  leaf,  as  well  as  the  preceding, 
is  ornamented  with  the  armorial  bearings  of  John  Talbot,  and  of  Henry  VI.  and  his  queen 
quartered.  The  back  of  the  fifth  folio  is  entirely  occupied  by  a  large  miniature,  repre- 
senting le  Chattel  du  Cliaire^  la  CU6  de  Babiloine,  Neetanehz  ieigtieur  d^Egipte^plre 
Aliitandre,  le  jardin  du  Bavlme^  and  le$  moulim  de  Babiloine, 

The  volume  contains  a  large  number  of  Romances  in  prose  and  verse.  Fierabras  begins 
on  If.  66,  and  ends  on  If.  81,  with  the  colophon,  Cy  fine  le  iiij'^  Here  Charlemaine,  and  is 
followed  by  Ze  livre  de  Oger  Le  Dannefnarohe^  which  begins  on  leaf  82,  under  a  minia- 
ture representing  Ogier  breaking  Charlot*s  bead  with  a  chess-board.  The  last  piece  but 
oue  is  Le  Here  detfaU  d'armee  et  de  chevalerie,  translated  and  printed  by  Caxton  in  1490. 
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the  whole  of  the  romance  of  Sir  Femmbras.  This  is  subdivided  into  3  parts, 
the  fiist  containing  16  chapteis,  and  extending  from  the  appearance  of 
Ferombras  before  Charles'  camp  to  the  capture  of  Oliver:  the  second 
extends  to  immediately  before  the  starting  of  Eichard  of  Normandy  on  his 
message  to  Charles  from  the  besieged  knights ;  and  the  third  ends  with  the 
wedding  of  Guy  and  Floripas.  The  fight  between  Eoland  and  Ferragus  occurs 
in  Book  III.  part  L  chapt  12.  It  agrees  throughout  with  the  French  version 
as  printed  by  MM.  Kroeber  and  Servois. 

The  heading  to  Book  II.  runs  as  follows : — ''  La  premiere  partie  du  second 
liure  co7itient  XVI  chapitres,  et  parle  de  la  bataille  faicte  par  oliuier  & 
fierabras  ung  merueilleux  geant/'  and  it  is  taken^  we  are  told,  from  a  ''rommant 
fait  a  lancienne  fa^on  sans  grand  ordonnance  dont  iay  este  insite  a  le  reduire 
en  prose  par  chapitres  ordonnez,"  and  has  been  turned  from  ''  la  rime  ancienne 
en  prose." 

The  first  and  third  parts  are  taken  from  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  l^peevJum 
Hutoriale.     (See  quotation  from  Caxton's  translation  below.) 

The  second  copy  in  the  Grenville  Library,  10532,  has  the  colophon  :  "Cy 
finist  Fierabras  imprime  a  lyon  lap  de  grace  mil  quattre  cens  quatre  vingtz  et 
seize,  Le  xx  jour  de  novembre.**    It  consists  of  65  leaves,  in  folio. 

In  the  Eoyal  Library,  British  Museum  (press-mark  c  6  b.  12),  is  a  copy 
without  title-page,  with  the  colophon,  ''Cy  finist  Fierabras.  Imprime  a 
genesue  Par  maistre  Loys  Garbin  bourgois  de  la  dicte  cite.  Lan  mil  cccclxxxi^'. 
et  Le.  xiij.  iour  de  moys  de  Mars.  Deo  gracias.  Amen."  Folio,  115  leaves. 
On  the  back  of  Ai  is  a  large  woodcut  representing  Fierabras,  and  another 
large  one  on  05,  representing  Charlemagne.  Smaller  cuts  are  interspersed 
in  the  text  The  preface  is  on  A  ij,  the  Index  b^ins  on  A  ^  back,  and  the 
text  on  Avj.    It  corresponds  throughout  with  the  Grenville  copy.  No.  10,532. 

A  prose  edition  in  German  is  also  in  the  British  Museum  (Press-mark 
837,  L  21),  printed  by  Iheronimus  Eodler,  at  Siemem,  2  May,  1533.  Folio : 
53  leaves  without  pagination.  It  is  interspersed  with  large  woodcuts.  This 
edition  was  reprinted  in  1809. 

In  the  same  Library  are  also  three  editions  of  a  work  entitled — "  Historia 
del  Emperador  Carlo  Magno,  en  la  qual  se  trata  de  las  grandes  proezas  y 
Nazanas  de  los  doce  Pares  de  Francia,  y  de  como  Fueron  vendidos  por  el 
tmydor  0anal6n :  y  de  la  cruda  batalla,  que  hubo  Oliveros  Con  Fierabras, 
Hey  de  Alexandria.     Tradueide  del  Frances  at  Caetellano,**    Por  Nicolas  de 
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Piamonte.  First  edition^  1528.  Eeprinted,  Cordova,  1649,  4*.;  1700,  8^  ; 
1777,  8®.  This  work  is  in  reality  a  literal  translation  of  the  second  part  of 
the  French  prose  romance,  and  corresponds  exactly  with  onr  version* 

Italy  early  adopted  the  Bomance,  and  towards  the  close  of  the  XV 
century  was  published  a  poetical  version  in  that  language,  entitled,  **  JSl 
cantare  di  Fierabraccia  et  Olivieri" 

§  2.  In  1485  Caxton  printed  his  "Lyf  of  the  Noble  and  Crysten  Prynce, 
Charles  the  Grete,**  which  is  simply  a  translation  of  the  French  Prose  Eomance 
of  Fierabras  already  referred  to.  The  following  is  his  rendering  of  the 
Prologue  of  the  French  versions : — 

1 "  Oj  Aynt  Poul  doctour  of  veryte  sayth  to  vs  that  al  thynges  that  ben  reduced 
i^^  by  wTjrtyng  /  ben  wryton  to  our  doctryne  /  And  Boece  maketh  mencion 
f^^  that  the  helthe  of  euery  persone  procedeth  dyuercely  /  Thenne  sythe  it 
is  soo  that  the  cristen  feyth  is  aflfermed  and  corrobered  by  the  doctpurs  of  holy 
chyrche  /  Neuertheles  the  thynges  passed  dyuersley  reduced  to  rem^nbraunce  / 
engendre  in  vs  correctioTi  of  vnlauful  lyf.  For  the  werkes  of  the  auncient 
and  olde  peple  ben  for  to  gyue  to  vs  ensauT/iple  to  lyue  in  good  &  vertuous 
operacions  digne  &  worthy  of  helth  in  folowyng  the  good  /  and  eschewyng* 
the  euyl.  And  also  in  recountyng*  of  hye  hystoryes  /  the  comune  vnderstond- 
yng*  is  better  content  to  the  ymagnacion  local  than  to  symple  auctoryte  /  to 
which  it  is  submysed  /  I  saye  this  gladly  /  For  oftymes  I  haue  been  excyted 
of  the  venerable  man  messire  henry  bolpmyer  chanonne  of  lausanne  for  to 
reduce  for  his  playsyr  somme  hystoryes  as  wel  in  latyn  &  in  romaunce  as  in 
other  facion  wryton  /  that  is  to  say  of  the  ryght  puyssaunt  /  vertuous  /  and 
noble  Charles  the  grete  /  kyng  of  frat^nce  and  emperour  of  Eome  /  Sone  of  the 
grete  Pepyn  /  And  of  his  prynces  &  barons  /  As  Holland  Olyuer  /  and  other  / 
touchyng<2  somme  werkes  haultayne  doon  &  commysed  by  their  grete  strength 
&  ryght  ardaunt  courage  /  to  the  exaltacyon  of  the  crysten  fayth  and  to  the 
confusyon  of  the  hethen  sarazyns  and  myscreaunts  whiche  is  a  werk  wel 
contemplatyf  to  to  lyue  wel  /  And  bycause  the  sayd  henry  Bolomyer  hath 
seen  of  thys  mater  /  and  the  hystoryes  dysioyned  wythoute  ordre  /  therfore 
at  his  request  after  the  capacyte  of  my  lytel  entendement  /  And  after  thy- 
storyes  and  mater  that  I  haue  founden  I  haue  ordeyned  this  book  folowyng*  / 
And  it  myght  soo  haue  ben  that  yf  I  had  ben  more  largely  enformed  and 
al  playn  I  had  letter  made  it  /  For  I  haue  not  sayd  ony  matere  /  but  I  haue 
therof  ben  enformed  /  Fyrst  by  an  autentyke  book  named  myrrour  hystoryal  / 
as  by  the  canonnes  and  somme  other  bookes  whiche  make  mencyon  of  the 
werke  folowyng*  /  And  by  cause  I  may  haue  a  lytel  parte  of  honourable 
foundement  I  shal  touche  of  the  first  cristen  kyng  of  fittunce.  For  the 
moste  parte  of  this  book  is  made  to  thonour  of  tibe  frenssh  men.  /  and  for 
prouffyte  of  euery  man  /  and  after  the  desyre  of  the  redar  and  herer  /  there 
shalle  be  founden  in  the  table  all  playne  the  mater  of  whyche  the  persoue 

'  8!gn.  Ay.  •  eol.  2. 
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shal  hane  desyre  to  here  or  rede  /  wythoute  grete  ate[n]dacyon  /  by  ^  the  playsyr 
of  gO($  to  whome  I  submytte  al  myn  entente  to  write  no  thyng^  that  ought  to 
be  blamed  /  ne  but  that  it  be  to  the  helthe  &  sauacion  of  euery  persone  /" 

This  is  followed  immediately  by  Cazton's  own  prologue,  as  follows : — 

'*  r  I  iHenne  for  as  moche  I  late  had  fynysshed  in  enprynte  the  book  of  the 
I  noble  &  vyctoryous  kyng*  Arthur  fyrst  of  the  thre  moost  noble  &  worthy 
of  crysten  kynges  /  and  also  tofore  had  reduced  into  englisshe  the  noble 
hystorye  &  lyf  of  Godefroy  of  boloyn  kyng*  of  Iherusalem  /  last  of  the  said 
iy  worthy  Somme  persones  of  noble  estate  and  degree  haue  desyred  me  to 
reduce  thystorye  and  lyf  of  the  noble  and  crysten  prynce  Charles  the  grcte 
kyng  of  fraunce*  &  emperour  of  Eome  /  the  second  of  the  thre  worthy  /  to 
thende  that  thystoryes  /  actes  /  &  lyues  may  be  had  in  our  maternal  tongue 
lyke  as  they  be  in  latyn  or  in  frensshe  /  For  the  moost  quantyte  of  the 
people  vnderstonde  not  latyn  ne  frensshe  here  in  this  noble  royame  of 
englond  /  And  for  to  satysfye  the  desyre  &  requeste  of  my  good  synguler 
lordes  &  specyal  maysters  and  j&endes  I  haue  enprysed  and  concluded  in  my 
self  to  reduce  this  sayd  book  in  to  our  englysshe  /  as  aU  alonge  and  playnely 
ye  may  rede  /  here  /  and  see  in  thys  book^  here  folowyng  /  besechyng  al  them 
that  shal  fynde  faute  in  the  same  to  correcte  and  amende  it  /  And  also  to 
pardone  me  of  the  rude  &  symple  reducyng*  /  and  though  so  be  there  be  no 
gaye  termes  /  ne  subtyl  ne  newe  eloquence  /yet  \  hope  that  it  shal  be 
ynderstonden  &  to  that  entente  I  haue  specyally  reduced  it  /  after  the 
symple  connyng*  that  god  hath  lente  to  me  /  wherof  I  humbly  &  wyth  al 
my  herte  thanke  hym  /  &  also  am  bounden  to  praye  for  my  fader  and 
moders  soules  /  that  in  my  youthe  sette  me  to  scole/by  whyche  by  the 
suf&aunce  of  god  I  gete  my  lyuyng*  I  hope  truly  And  that  I  may  so  do  & 
contynue  I  byseche  hym  to  graunte  me  of  his  grace  /  and  so  to  laboure  and 
occupye  my  self  vertuously  that  I  may  come  out  of  detto  &  dedely  synne  / 
that  e^T  this  lyf  I  may  come  to  hys  blysse  in  heuen.     AM£N." 

The  text  concludes  with  the  following  epilogue* : — 

"  if  And  by  cause  I  Wylliam  Caxton  was  desyred  &  requyred  by  a  good 
and  synguler  f^nd  of  myn  /  Maister  wylliam  dau^beney  one  of  the  tresorers  of 
ihe  lewellys  of  the  noble  «  moost  crysten  kyng*  /  our  naturel  and  souerayn 
lord  late  of  noble  memorye  kyng  Edward  the  fourth  on  whos  soule  Ihesu  haue 
mercy  To  reduce  al  these  sayd  hystoryes  in  to  our  Englysshe  tongue  I  haue 
put  me  in  deuoyr  to  translate  thys  sayd  book  as  ye  heretofore  may  se  al  a 
longe  and  pl[a]yn  /  prayeng«  alle  them  that  shal  rede  /  see  or  here  it  /  to  pardon 
me  of  thys  symple  &  rude  trans[l]acyon  and  reducyng*  /  bysechyng*  theym  that 
shal  fynde  feute  to  correcte  it  /  &  in  so  doyng  they  shal  deserue  thankynges  / 
&  I  shal  praye  god  for  them  /  who  brynge  them  and  me  after  this  short  and 
transytorye  lyf  to  euerlastyng*  blysse.  Amen  /  the  whyche  werke  was 
fynysshed  in  the  reducyng  of  hit  in  to  Englysshe  the  xviij  day  of  luyn  the 

'  sign.  A  y,  back.  *  Ed.  frauuoe.  *  ool.  2. 

*  sign.  M  vij,  back|  ooL  1.  *  ool.  2. 
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second  yere  of  kyng*  RycbanJ  the  thyrdf  /  And  the  yere  of  our  lord 
MCCCClxxxv  /  And  enprynted  the  fyrst  day  of  decembre  the  same  of  our 
lord  &  the  fyrst  yere  of  kyng  Hany  the  seuenth  / 

IF  Explicit  per  William  Caxton." 

On  Sign,  M.  vij  we  read — "  it  is  so  that  at  the  requeste  of  the  sayd  venerable 
man  tofore  named  Maister  henry  bolonnyer  chanonne  of  lausanne  I  haue  been 
Incyted  to  translate  &  reduce  into  Frensshe  the  mater  tofore  reduced,  aa 
moche  as  touch eth  the  fyrst  &  the  thyrd^  book  /  I  haue  taken  &  drawen  oute 
of  a  book  named  myrrour  hystoryal  for  the  moost  parte  /  &  the  second  book  I 
haue  onely  reduced  it  out  of  an  olde  romaunce  in  frensshe  " — In  the  "  Table  " 
we  are  told  that  "  The  fyrst  book  spekyth  of  the  begynnyng  of  firaunce  /  and 
of  the  fyrst  crysten  kyng  of  fraunce  /  whyche  was  named  Cloys.**  ..."  The 
second  book  spekith  of  the  batayle  that  Olyuer  dyd  ayenst  Fyerabras  the  mer- 
uayllous  geaunte.**  ..."  The  iij  book  speketh  how  by  reuelacyon  of  saynt 
lames  Charles  went  and  conquerd  Spayne  and  Galyce  .  .  .  and  fynally  of  the 
trayson  of  Ganellon  by  the  whyche  the  deth  of  EoUand  was  pyetous  /  the  deth 
of  Oliuer  dolorouse and  fynably  the  deth  of  Charles  themperour.** 

The  only  existing  copy  at  present  known  is  in  the  King's  Library,  British 
Museum  (Press-mark  C.  10  b.  9).  It  is  perfect,  and  consists  of  96  folio  leaves 
in  double  columns,  39  lines  to  a  column.     There  is  no  title-page. 

The  present  romance  was  particularly  popular  in  Spain.  The  Historia  del 
Emperador  Carlomagno  contains,  in  addition  to  the  events  related  in  'Fierabras,' 
also  the  combat  between  Ferragus  and  Eoland,  and  an  account  of  the  fatal  day 
of  Koncesvalles.*  Piamonte's  work  has  been  several  times  reprinted,  and  two 
editions  in  Portuguese  were  published  in  the  last  and  present  centuries.'  To 
it  doubtless  Cervantes  was  indebted  for  many  of  his  allusions,  and  it  was  it 
which  he  represents  as  having  been  in  the  library  of  Don  Quixote,  and  burnt 
by  order  of  the  priest  and  the  barber.*  In  1635  Calderon  wrote  his  drama 
*  La  Puente  de  Mantible,'*  which  is  founded  on  a  portion  of  our  romance. 

The  Welsh  version  of  the  'Gests  of  Charlemagne,*  •  lately  published,  does 
not  contain  our  romance,  but  is  a  translation  of  Turpin's  life  of  Charlemagne, 
as  is  also  the  Irish  version  in  the  "  Book  of  lismore,**  the  property  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire.^ 

*  sign.  M.  YU)  back. 

'  See  Hcknor,  Hittory  cf  SpofiUk  Literature^  1849,  I.  222. 

*  '  Fierabras,*  ed.  MM.  Kroeber  and  G.  Servois,  introd.  p.  xyi. 

*  See  Skelton*8  ed.  of  *  Don  Quixote/  1662,  Bk.  L  Pt.  4,  cbapt  xxii.  p.  130. 

*  In  this  spelling  be  follows  the  practice  of  Piamonte  iu  his  Hiitoria, 

*  '  Campeu  Charlymaen,*  being  the  Gests  of  Oharlemigi  e,  Ice.,  ed.  from  the  Hengwrt 
MSS.  by  the  Bev.  B.  Williams,  1878  (privately  printed). 

^  See  the  Academy,  May  22nd,  1875. 
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The  earliest  known  mention  of  any  romance  on  the  subject  is  in  a  deed  of 

the  xiY  centorj,  bj  which  Guy  de  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  bequeathed 

his  library  to  the  Abbey  of  Bordesley,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  in  the 

catalogue  of  which  we  find  a  Volum  del  romance  dee  mareseham  ei  de  Fierdbras 

de  Alisaundrey  and  probably  is  the  same  which  is  referred  to  in  the  catalogue 

of  the  library  of  the  Castle  of  Montauban,  in  France,  taken  in  1507 : — 

**  Item,  vng  libre  en  romans  dit  Mellusina. 
Item,  mig  autre  libre  en  nmiaiis  dit  Fierbrat"^ 

§  3.  M.  Gaston  Paris  in  1865  pointed  out  that  'Fierabras'  was  in  reality 
but  a  portion  of  an  earlier  Bomance,  considerably  amplified  and  i-e-handled. 
Of  this  earlier  poem,  only  known  from  the  short  analysis  of  it  by  Philippe 
Mousket  (v.  4666  ei  seq.),  the  following  summary  is  given  by  M.  Paris:* — 
'*  Puis  Borne  fat  prise  par  force,  et  toute  la  population  mise  k  mort,  le  pape 
tu^  Chiteau-Miroir  pris,  et  toute  la  ville  briilee.  Le  due  Grarin  et  les  siens 
entr^rent  en  Chiteau-Croissant ;  car  les  Sarrasins,  Turcs  et  Persans,  avaient 
amen^  trop  de  monde  et  de  Syrie  et  d'Espagne.  Les  chr^tiens  d^sesp^rcs  en- 
voy^rent  demander  secours  au  bon  roi  Charlemagne,  qui  tenait  sa  cour  en- 
France.  Le  roi  leur  envoya  Gui  de  Bourgogne  .  .  .,  et  Bichard  de  Normandie. 
lb  reprirent  le  Miroir ;  le  due  Garin,  qui  tenait  Pavie  et  avait  conserve 
Ch&teau-CroiBsant,  prit  aussi  part  k  la  bataiUe.     Charles  arriva  lui-mSme^ 

amenant  see  troupes  rassembl^  de  maint  pays il  se  dirigea  vers  Bome 

et  fit  grand  mal  aux  puens.  C'est  alors  qu'Olivier  combattit  Torgueilleux 
Fierabras ;  il  le  vainquit  et  reconquit  les  deux  barils  que  celui-ci  avait  pris  k 
Bome;  il  les  jeta  dans  le  Tibre,  afin  que  personne  ne  ptlt  plus  boire  du 
baume  qu'ils  contenaient ;  c'^tait  celui-lk  m^me  dont  Jesus-Christ  f ut  embaum^. 
Eufin  tons  les  puens  furent  tu^  et  les  chr^tiens  reprirent  Bome ;  on  fit  un  autre 
pape,  et  Charles  revint  en  France^  louant  Dieu  et  saint  Pierre." 

There  are  numerous  passages  in  '  Fierabras'  pointing  to  a  preceding  romance : 
thus  at  the  very  start  we  are  introduced  at  once  in  mediae  re«  in  a  manner 
which  seems  to  show  that  the  author  takes  it  as  granted  that  his  readers  are 
well  acquainted  vnth  the  events  which  he  so  rapidly  describes' — the  opening 
lines  being  in  point  of  fetct  a  brief  resume  of  the  poem  summarized  as  above  by 
M.  Gaston  Paris  under  the  name  of  •  Balan.'  Again,  11.  2241 — 2246*  are  also 
palpable  references  to  events  previously  described. 

*  *  Fierabras,*  ed.  MM.  Eroeber  and  Benroia,  introd.  p.  xxii. 

*  HUtaire  Poitique  de  Charlemagne^  pp.  251-2.  •  Hiitoire  Poitlqve^  p.  251. 

*  Corresponding  with  II.  1412—1420,  and  2076 — 2084  of  *  Sir  Ferumbras.' 
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The  author  of  *  Fierabras '  has,  however,  considerably  modified  hiiB  original 
to  suit  the  altered  taste  of  the  time,  has  transported  the  scene  of  action  to 
Spain,^  and  has  substituted  for  the  simple  and  matter-of-fact  ending  of  the 
earlier  poem  one  much  more  romantic.  From  these  facts,  and  the  absence  of 
any  reference  to  it  by  any  author  earlier  than  the  xiv  century,  as  well  as 
from  the  frequent  allusions  to  other  works  found  in  it,  M.  Gaston  Paris  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  *  Fierabras'  is  a  comparatively  modem  pro- 
duction, and  he  thinks  it  probable  that  it  was  composed  in  the  interest  of  the 
monks,  in  order  to  draw  attention  to  the  relics  preserved  at  the  Abbey  of  Saint 
Denis. 

These  allusions  to  a  pre-existing  Romance  are  not,  of  course,  so  evident  in 
'  Sir  Ferumbras.'  The  first  leaf  of  the  Ashmole  MS.  being  lost,  we  cannot  say 
how  the  EngHsh  translator  rendered  the  introductory  lines,  and  his  words  at 
L  65  in  reference  to  the  sacred  relics  "of  wham  y  tolde  jow  of  eer,"  may  only 
refer  to  his  mention  of  them  in  his  (now  lost)  introduction.  Lines  1412 — 
1420,  and  2076 — 2084^  however,  as  already  stated,  clearly  refer  to  a  story 
already  told,  as  do  also  IL  3193-4. 

But  since  the  publication  of  M.  Paris'  exhaustive  work,  there  has  been 
found  in  the  Municipal  Library  of  Hanover  a  unique  copy  of  a  Bomance 
with  the  title  of  '  La  Destruction  de  Eome,'  which  represents  the  first  part 
of  the  Romance  of  *  Balan '  alluded  to  above.  This  poem,  which  consists  of 
1507  lines,  contains  the  account  of  the  capture  of  Rome  by  Balan,  the  slaughter 
of  the  Christians,  and  the  seizure  by  Feriimbras  of  the  holy  relics.* 

§  4.  I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  English  MSS.  of  the 
Romances. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  considering  the  great  popularity  of  the 
subject, — a  popularity  clearly  proved  by  the  frequent  allusions  in  other 
works,^ — that  so  few  English  versions  of  the  Charlemagne  Romances  should 

*  M.  Gaston  Paris  points  ont  a  cnrioos  instance  of  forgetfulness  on  the  part  of  the 
author  of  <  Fierabras/  which,  in  itself,  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  sonrce  of  the  poem, 
Monsket  in  his  analysis  of  '  Balan  *  says  that  Oliver  threw  the  two  barUs  containing  the 
sacred  ointment  into  the  Tiber,  and  so  in  *  Fierabras  *  the  author,  forgetting  that  he  had 
shifted  the  scene  to  Spain,  says  (1.  1049)—**  Fres  fu  du  far  de  Borne  ses  a  dedans  jet^." 
— Bittoire  PoiHque,  p.  252. 

'  Published  by  M.  G.  Groeber,  in  Romania  Reoueil  Trim^itre^  eonsaeri  d  Vitnde 
des  langv^  et  de»  UtUratures  Bomanes,  edd.  MM.  Paul  Meyer  and  Gaston  Paris, 
January  1873,  pp.  1 — i8.  It  was  composed  in  England  towards  the  end  of  the  14th 
century* 

'  For  references  to  the  Cliarlemagne  Romances  generally,  see  the  Curgor  Mundi^  ed. 
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exist,  and  that  those  which  do  survive  are  each  unique,^  This  last  word  perhaps 
calls  for  a  few  words  of  explanation.  Mr  J.  Shelly,  in  his  analysis  of  the 
English  MSS.  of  the  Charlemagne  Romances,*  writes  as  follows  : — "  Ferumhms. 
We  have  two  versions  of  this  romance :  one  of  them  the  Farmer  MS.  analyzed 
hy  Ellis,  and  now  in  the  library  of  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps ;  the  other  a  fragment 
of  great  length  [Ashm.  33],  which  will  shortly  be  printed  by  the  Early  English 
Text  Society.  They  both  belong  probably  to  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century.     The  original  of  the  romance  is  the  French  *  Fierabras,* " 

Now  this  I  believe  to  be  likely  to  mislead.  The  two  poem?  appear  to  me 
to  be  essentially  different  works :  the  *  Sowdone '  being  a  translation  of  a  MS. 
of  the  poem,  analyzed  by  M.  Gaston  Paris,  and  already  refen-ed  to,  under  the 
name  of  '  Balan ;'  while  ^  Sir  Ferumbras '  is,  as  has  before  been  stated,  a  transla- 
tion of  the  French  '  Fierabras,'  itself  an  enlarged  and  greatly  modified  version 
of  the  second  part  only  of  that  poem.  What  Mr  Shelly  refers  to  as  the  "  long 
introductory  account "  is,  in  point  of  fact,  only  a  condensed  reproduction  of 
the  '  Destruction  of  Rome,'  which,  as  I  have  said,  represents  the  first  portion 
of '  Balan.' 

To  point  out  all  the  differences  between  *  Sowdone '  and  the  present  poem 
would  take  up  too  much  space,  besides  being  unnecessary,  as  the  former  will 

Morrifly  11.  15,  16 ;  Richard  Ccenr  de  Lion^  prologue ;  and  otberi  mentioned  by  Warton, 
nut.  Eng,  Poetry,  ed.  Hazlitt,  II.  122,  125.  And  for  direct  referenceH  in  other  authors 
to  Sir  Ihrumbrai,  see  notes  to  II.  511,  1109  below;  Ellis,  Metrical  Homancetf  II.  309; 
PinkertOD,  Ancient  Scotish  Poetry,  I.  195,  ed.  1792. 

*  The  following  are  all  which  are  at  present  known  to  exist : — 

1.  *  Roland  and  Yemagu.' 

2.  'SirOtuel.' 

(These  two  are  in  the  Auchinlech  MS.,  the  date  of  which  is  1330,  and  have  been 
analysed  by  Ellis,  Met,  Btnnances,  II.  283,  the  first  under  the  title  of  *  Roland  and 
Ferragns,*  and  the  second  from  a  more  complete  Tersion  in  a  MS.  belonging  to  W. 
Fillingham,  Esq.     They  were  both  published  by  the  Abbotsford  Club  in  1836.) 

3.  *  The  Song  of  Roland.' 

(A  fragment  of  about  1000  lines  preserved  in  Lansdowne  MS.  388,  leaf  384.  Extracts 
and  an  analysis  of  this  fragment  from  the  pen  of  the  lato  Mr  T.  Wright  will  be  found  in 
the  Chanson  de  Roland,  ed.  M.  Fran.  Michel,  Paris,  1837.) 

4.  *  The  Sowdone  of  Babyloyne.* 

(Edited  for  the  Roxburghe  Club  in  1854  from  the  MS.  now  in  the  Library  of  Sir  T. 
Phillipps,  at  Middlehill,  and  analyzed  by  Ellis,  II.  369,  under  the  title  of  the  Farmer  MS.) 

5.  *  Sir  Ferumbras.' 

(The  romance  here  printed.  As  all  these  romances  will  shortly  be  published  by  the 
E.  E.  T.  8.,  it  is  unnecessary  to  describe  them  more  in  detail.  I  don't  know  whether  I 
ooght  not  to  9dd  that  most  amusing  poem  of  "  Rauf  Coi^ear,"  now  being  edited  for  the 
E.  E.  T.  S.,  by  Dr  J.  A.  H.  Murray.) 

•  Warton,  Hiit,  of  Englith  Poetry,  11.  197-8. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


im^ijoi^  n  mar  :2<  .msr  unmcim  -a 

rVtsu  ftJt&s&MK  V  ^  in^aascaat  Emhbk*  «  Mi»  of  cr 
>ir  y^  cnin^ntiB.'     I^  ir«  inif  ^  ^air  JL^knuife  US.  being 
V  .V   irv  ^'^  !.^u^  isttsjtfkir  simiral  ckt  miNiittetoiT  tin* 

1  ^^*\  tavi  :*i'i"*? — :5?t?<  Wi9ii««r^  »  ^^rady  staled,  c^ 

:<utKt  n  -ibt  X4ix*3kt^  U^MKT  ^^  Bm^tw  a  uni. 


f?3" 


V» 


^Mv^  AHt<ltt»  At*NNM«  ^f  ^«lf4«re  of  Iv 


•  F   SIR    FERCMBRAS. 


XV 


ly  imperfect,  but,  judging  from 

1(13'  and  it,  I  do  not  believe  that 

inning  and  perhaps  three  from 

*  a  from  the  French  version. 

the  Bodleian  Library,  is  an  octavo 

^  hick  paper.     The  ink  used  by  the 

.,  so  completely  has  it  faded  that  it  is 

at  all  possible  to  decipher  the  words. 

•yni  by  Mr  Black  in  his  Catalogue  of  the 

F  cannot  do  better  than  quote  his  account, 

Henry  Sweet,  of  Balliol  ColL,  Oxford.     Mr 


lus  than  its  antient  covers,  which  are  now 

V  are  a  triple  invelope  of  parchment  flapping 

id  consist  of  2  sheets.     The  outer  one  is  a  letter 

Innocent  VI  for  the  presentation  of  Thomas  de 

</olumpton,  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter,  then  vacant  by 

i-yns;  which  bull,  being  addressed  to  the  Abbots  of 

and  to  John  de  Silvis,  dean  of  S.  Agricola  at  Avignon, 

t  named)  in  the  present  letter  addressed  to  the  Bishop 

fitaining  the  date,  is  cut  off;  but  the  bull  is  dated  at 

,  'ntno  5,  which  is  1357. 

r  is  a  very  long  and  imperfect  [latin]  instrument,  stating 

li  the  7th  Sunday  after  Trinity,  in  1377,  in  the  chapel  of 

se  of  Exeter,  Roger  Langeman,  rector  Lydelynche  (dioc. 

ul  and  expounded  an  instrument  which  cites  the  proceedings 

n  the  Court  of  Rome  in  consequence  of  the  consecration  of  a 

1.1  joining  the  said  chapel,  which  was  prejudicial  to  the  rights 

,  the  Vicar  of  Buck  fas  tleghe,  to  whose  parish  church  the  right 

r^ody  the  said  chapel  being  a  member  thereof.     [But]  these 

I  remarkable  for  having  preserved  a  curiosity  not  equallea  in  any 

I  MSS.,  and  that  for  antiquity  is  unique  of  its  kind,  namelv,  a  part 

iior's  original  corrected  draught  of  this  poem  [of  *  Fenimbras'J  written 

c'k  of  the  documente  already  described.      Thus  the  lines  [in  the 

'*  *  As  Charles  stod  by  chance  at  conseil  with  his  feria 
Whiche  ]>&t  wern  of  f ranee  his  ojene  do^epers.* 

^  raad  at  the  foot  of  fol.  3  [11.  258-9  of  the  corrected  copy]— 

"  *  As  Charlys  was  in  his  greuance  stondyng  among  his  feren 

And  couftsailede  vfith  J»e  grete  of  fmunce  and  witA  ys  doj^^peren.* 

**  The  inner  cover  is  folded  double  ;  and  the  draught,  being  written  on  the 
inner  side,  has  been  kept  free  from  dust,  though  it  is  much  worn  at  the  edges 
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shortly  be  edited  by  Dr  Haasknecht  for  the  Early  English  Text  Society,  but  I 
may  mention  a  couple  of  important  instances. 

In  the  '  Sowdone '  Roland  is  captured  by  the  Saracens  at  the  same  time 
as  Oliver,  and  both  on  being  conducted  before  Lavan  (Balan)  at  once  avow 
their  identity.  It  will  be  at  once  seen  how  greatly  this  alters  a  portion  of  the 
story  as  told  in  our  poem. 

Again,  the  names  of  the  "dou^eperes"  do  not  agree.  In  fact,  in  the 
'Sowdone'  no  less  than  16  names  are  first  given,  and  to  these  11  more  are 
subsequently  added.     (See  note  to  L  259  of  the  present  volume.) 

Moreover,  in  the  '  Sowdone '  the  narration  of  the  same  events  which  in  the 
Ashmole  MS.  occupy  nearly  6000  lines,  is  compressed  into  2224  lines  (excluding 
the  1050  lines  of  the  account  of  the  taking  of  Rome),  and  as  the  lines  in  the 
'  Sowdone '  are  but  half  the  length  of  those  in  Sir  Ferumbras,  as  here  printed, 
we  see  that  the  proportion  between  the  two  poems  is  over  5  to  1. 

It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  two  authors  could  have  so  treated  the  same 
MS.  in  so  essentially  different  a  manner.  But  the  difficulty  vanishes  if  we 
assume,  as  I  think  is  clear,  that  the  '  Sowdone '  represents  the  original  poem 
of  '  Balan,'  while  Sir  Ferumbras  represents  only  a  portion  of  it^ 

The  version  here  printed  is  clearly  a  translation  of  a  MS.  of  the  same  type 
as  the  FierabraSf  edited  by  MM.  Ejrceber  and  Servois.  The  author  has 
followed  his  original  closely,  so  far  as  relates  -to  the  course  of  events,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  has  translated  it  freely,  introducing  several  slight  incidents 
and  modifications,  which  help  to  enliven  and  improve  the  poem.  That  he 
has  not  translated  his  original  literally  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  French 
version  consists  of  only  6219  lines,  or,  allowing  for  the  missing  portion  of  the 
Ashmole  MS.,  not  much  more  than  one-half  the  number  of  lines  in  the  latter, 
and  that  too,  although  he  has  cut  down  the  account  of  the  duel  between 
Oliver  and  Ferumbras  from  1500  to  800  lines,  by  leaving  out  Olivei^s  attempts 
at  converting  the  Saracen,  Charlemagne's  prayers,  &c, 

§  5.  I  will  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  MS.  from  which  this 

'  In  the  Hanover  MS.,  which  contains  the  '  DeBtruction  of  Borne,'  that  romance  is 
fbllowed  directly  bj  a  version  of  Fierabras,  with  the  colophon — **  Ici  est  li  flnemant  de 
I'estoire  de  Fierenbras  d'Alisandre  et  del  bone  roj  Charles.**  Of  this  poem  M.  Grabber 
does  not  give  any  aooount,  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  on  examination  it  would  be  found  to 
be  of  the  same  type  as  the  MS.  from  which  the  *  Sowdone  *  was  translated,  but  M.  Gaston 
Paris  informs  me  that  it  is  the  same  as  the  printed  text,  differing  only  in  slight  varia- 
tions of  readings.  He  agrees,  however,  that  the  '*  Sowdone  '*  is  founded  on  a  MS.  similar 
to  the  Hanover  one. 
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Bomance  has  been  printed.  It  is  unfortunately  imperfect,  but,  judging  from 
the  proportion  between  the  French  '  Fierabras '  and  it,  I  do  not  believe  that 
more  than  one  leaf  has  been  lost  from  the  beginning  and  perhaps  three  from 
the  end.     The  missing  lines  have  been  supplied  from  the  French  version. 

The  Ashmole  MS.  33,  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  is  an  octavo 
volume,  consisting  of  77  leaves  of  coarse,  thick  paper.  The  ink  used  by  the 
writer  was  very  bad,  and  in  many  places  so  completely  has  it  faded  that  it  is 
only  in  a  strong  sxm-light  that  it  is  at  all  possible  to  decipher  the  words. 
The  MS.  has  been  fully  described  by  Mr  Black  in  his  Catalogue  of  the 
Ashmolean  MSS.  col.  14,  and  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  his  account, 
which  has  been  verified  by  Mr  Henry  Sweet,  of  Balliol  ColL,  Oxford.  Mr 
Black  says : — 

"The  book  is  not  more  curious  than  its  antient  covers,  which  are  now 
preserved  in  a  case  with  it.  They  are  a  triple  invelope  of  parchment  flapping 
over  the  right  hand  cover,  and  consist  of  2  sheets.  The  outer  one  is  a  letter 
executory  of  a  bull  of  pope  Innocent  YI  for  the  presentation  of  Thomas  de 
Silton  to  the  vicarage  of  Columpton,  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter,  then  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Peter  Moleyns ;  which  bull,  being  addressed  to  the  Abbots  of 
Schirboume  and  Ceme,  and  to  John  de  Silvis,  dean  of  S.  Agricola  at  Avignon, 
was  executed  (by  the  last  named)  in  the  present  letter  addressed  to  the  Bishop 
of  Exeter.  The  foot,  containing  the  date,  is  cut  off;  but  the  bull  is  dated  at 
Villa-nova,  3  id  May\  anno  5,  which  is  1357. 

**  The  inner  cover  is  a  very  long  and  imperfect  [latin]  instrument,  stating 
that  before  mass  on  the  7th  Sunday  after  Trinity,  in  1377,  in  the  chapel  of 
Holne,  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter,  Eoger  Langeman,  rector  Lydelynche  (dioc. 
Schirb.),  publicly  read  and  expounded  an  instrument  which  cites  the  proceedings 
and  final  sentence  in  the  Court  of  Eome  in  consequence  of  the  consecration  of  a 
burial-ground  adjoining  the  said  chapel,  which  was  prejudicial  to  the  rights 
of  John  Brygge,  the  Vicar  of  Buckfastleghe,  to  whose  parish  church  the  right 
of  burial  belonged,  the  said  chapel  being  a  member  thereof.  [But]  these 
covers  are  most  remarkable  for  having  preserved  a  curiosity  not  equalled  in  any 
collection  of  MSS.,  and  that  for  antiquity  is  unique  of  its  kind,  namely,  a  part 
of  the  author^s  original  corrected  draught  of  this  poem  [of  '  Ferumbras ']  written 
on  the  back  of  the  documents  already  described.  Thus  the  lines  [in  the 
draught] — 

** '  As  Charles  stod  by  chance  at  oonseil  with  his  feris 
yrhiche  l^t  wern  of  franoe  his  03606  dc^epen.* 

are  read  at  the  foot  of  foL  3  [IL  268-9  of  the  corrected  copy}- 

** '  As  Charljs  was  In  his  greaanoe  etoDdjng  among  his  feren 
And  couMsailede  with  \)e  grete  of  fmunce  and  with  js  doj^^eperen.* 

"  The  inner  cover  is  folded  double ;  and  the  draught,  being  written  on  the 
inner  side,  has  been  kept  free  from  dust,  though  it  is  much  worn  at  the  edges 
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and  folds.  The  sheet  contains  four  large  columns  of  text,  each  equal  to  2i 
pages  of  the  MS. ;  half  of  the  breadth  of  the  fourth  column  was  cut  off  to 
reduce  the  flap  to  a  convenient  width.'' 

I  may  add  to  what  Black  says  that  the  draft  and  the  MS.  are  in  the  same 
handwriting,  and  that  the  handwriting  is  evidently,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr  Sweet, 
of  the  same  character  and  period  as  that  of  the  second  document  described 
as  forming  part  of  the  cover,  which  is  of  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century. 
The  draft  is  only  of  the  earlier  part  of  the  poem,  and  contains  numerous 
corrections.^  The  latter  part  of  the  poem  itself  is  much  corrected  in  the  same 
handwriting,  and  was  possibly  written  off  at  once,  and  not  copied  from  a 
previous  draft  Black  concludes  from  the  facts  he  mentions,  that  *^  the  author 
[of  the  poem]  was  a  clergyman,  lived  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter  (probably  in  that 
city),  and  composed  his  work  shortly  after  1377,  or  early  in  the  reign  of 
Eichard  II.  Mr  Fumivall  suggests  to  me,  however,  that  the  facts  lead  to  a 
very  different  conclusion,  viz.,  **  that  the  author  was  not  a  man  who  cared 
much  for  bulls  or  Exeter  diocese,  and  had  no  hesitation  in  using  up  for  his 
poem  documents  that  a  Devonshire  man  would  have  valued  and  kept 
unharmed."  I  am  inclined,  however,  to  believe  that  Black  is  probably  right. 
It  is  not  likely  that  these  documents  would  have  wandered  out  of  the  diocese 
of  Exeter,  where  their  most  likely  place  of  deposit  was  the  cathedral  city,  so 
soon  after  their  date  as  the  time  when  this  draft  of  the  poem  was  apparently 
written  upon  them.  The  documents  are  not  such  as  were  likely  to  be  very 
carefully  preserved,  and  we  must  remember  that  at  that  time  there  was  no 
antiquarian  interest  attaching  to  them.  Erom  internal  evidence  I  should  be 
inclined  to  suppose  that  the  author  of  the  poem  was  a  clergyman,  and  for  the 
reasons  I  have  given  I  think  it  is  most  likely  that  he  lived  at  Exeter. 

The  date  of  the  action  of  the  poem  is  fixed  by  11.  304-5,  where  we  learn 

that  the  events  related  occurred  three  years  before  the  battle  of  Roncesvalles, 

and  the  treachery  and  consequent  death  of  Gwenelon,  which  took  place  in 

A.D.  778,  and  are  narrated  in  the  '  Song  of  Roland : ' — 

"  traytours  wera  bee. 
Ab  36  Bohul  hnren  after  \>j%  i  or  passede  ^eres  three, 
Jyay  be-traiede  )>e  kyng  &  his,"* 

*  The  oorreotions  throughout  are  given  in  the  footnotes,  the  square  brackets  showing 
the  words  erased,  and  the  text  showing  the  corrected  form  of  each  line. 

*  The  author  of  *  Sir  Ferumbras  *  has  gone  out  of  his  way  to  give  the  date  of  the  poem 
wrongly,  for  11.  4869—4871,  in  which  he  says — 
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§  6.  The  character  of  Eoland  is  throughout  most  admirahly  and  consistently 
drawn.  Everywhere  we  find  him  the  same  reckless  headstrong  fellow,  whether 
it  he  in  the  hattle-field  or  in  delivering  his  message  to  Balan.  He  is  far  the 
most  important  personage  in  the  poem,  and  it  certainly  seems  a  misnomer  to 
call  it  after  Ferumhras,  whose  actions  fill  only  ahout  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
poenL  The  title  having,  however,  heen  already  given  to  the  romance,  it  has 
not  been  considered  expedient  now  to  alter  it. 

Oliver  is  the  next  most  important  character.  As  he  himself  says,  he  "  ys 
nojt  so  good "  as  Eoland,  hut  he  "  ys  a  man  he^  of  mod  Sarasynj  to  yule 
arraye."  He  has  not  the  daring  nor  the  high  spirit  of  Eoland,  and  when  he 
finds  himself  in  captivity,  with  no  probable  hope  of  relief,  his  courage 
gives  way. 

Ferumbras  himself  after  his  duel  with  Oliver  disappears  from  the  scene, 
and  does  not  appear  again  till  close  to  tiie  end  of  the  poem.  At  his  first 
appearance  he  conducts  himself  like  a  conceited  bully,  and  his  abject  appeals 
for  mercy  when  defeated  do  not  tend  to  raise  our  estimation  of  him. 

Of  the  remaining  characters  of  the  poem  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak,  with 
one  important  exception,  Floripas,  the  handsome  but  certainly  undutiful 
daughter  of  the  Emir.  From  first  to  last  she  is  consistently  exhibited  to  us  as 
an  exceedingly  strong-minded  young  lady,  determined  to  have  her  own  way, 
whatever  the  cost  may  be :  her  murders  of  Biitomart  and  her  governess  are 
equalled  only  by  her  conduct  towards  her  father  in  the  closing  scene  of  the 
poem.  But  yet  at  times  the  naturally  soft  disposition  of  the  woman  shows 
itself;  as,  for  instance,  when  the  French  knights  return  to  the  castle  after 
their  sally  against  the  Saracens,  with  the  tidings  of  her  lover's  capture,  and  we 
cannot  help  admiring  the  daring  of  the  woman  who  is  never  at  a  loss  for  an 
expedient,  and  who  always  effects  her  purpose,  though  without  the  slightest 
consideration  as  to  the  means  adopted. 

The  origin  of  the  name  Ferumbras,  which  is  only  a  corruption  of  the 
French  Fierabras,  is  fully  discussed  in  MM.  Kroeber  and  Servois'  edition, 
pp.  zi,  xii,  where  they  point  out  that  the  name  was  not  invented  by  the 
author  of  the  poem,  since  William  II.,  Count  of  Poitiers  (963 — 990),  was 
Bumamed  Fierabras  (Fera  braehia  or  Ferox  brachium)  on  account  of  his 

"  After  |>e  3er  )^t  our  lord  was  bore 

Ny^en  hondred  faftntr  score 

)>%  toun  of  mantrible  conquerid  was," 
are  not  in  the  original  French. 

FfiRUMBRAS.  h 
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extraordinary  strength,  in  the  same  way  as  Baldwin,  Count  of  Flanders,  was 
surnamed  Bras  de  Fer  (the  Iron-armed).  Pierre  de  Maillezais^  calls  William 
III.,  the  son  of  William  II.,  Fierabras  or  Fierebrace :  Natus  est  toiUelmus 
cognomento  Fera-hrachia,  To  these  instances  I  may  add  that  Warton,  Hist, 
of  Eiig,  Poetry,  ed.  Hazlitt,  11.  184,  mentions  that  "about  the  year  1230, 
William  Ferrabras,  and  his  brethren,  sons  of  Tancred  the  Norman,  and  well- 
known  in  the  history  of  the  Paladins,  acquired  the  signories  of  Apulia  and 
Calabria."  In  a  footnote  to  this  passage  he  explains  the  name  as  being  simply 
Bras  de  fer,  but  the  French  Editors  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  derived 
from  the  Latin  ferox  brachium,  or  fera  brachia,  a  view  which  seems  strongly 
supported  by  the  quotation  given  above  from  Pierre  de  Maillezais.  As  to  the 
name  Floripas  the  same  editors  consider  that  it  is  equivalent  to  passe-fleur  (the 
Wood  Anemone).* 

§  7.  Of  the  versification  of  the  poem  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  much.  It 
is  for  the  most  part  written  in  short  alternately  ryming  lines,  and,  though  not 
an  alliterative  poem,  yet  has  a  large  amount  of  alliteration.  In  parts  it  is  very 
rough,  possibly  from  never  having  been  finally  revised  by  the  author,  while  at 
times  it  i-uns  along  very  smoothly.  As  a  rule  the  final  e  is  pronounced  (see  IL 
354-5,  1904-5,  1982-3,  &c.).  The  rymes  are  full  and  true,  to  effect  which, 
however,  the  author  frequently  has  had  recourse  to  some  very  curious  spelling 
(see  for  instance  11.  260-1).  Occasionally  we  have  instances  of  half-rymes,  as 
in  11.  76-7,  86-7  (first-half),  370-1,  1545-6,  &c. 

The  change  in  form  and  metre  at  L  3411  is  remarkable,  more  especially  as 
there  is  nothing  to  correspond  with  it  in  the  original  French  version.  It  is 
noticeable  that  the  concluding  portion  of  the  poem  has  been  revised  by  the 
author  more  than  any  other,  and  is  in  consequence  more  smooth  and  finished, 
and  "goes'*  better. 

§  8.  The  poem  is  written  in  a  Southern  (probably  Devonshire)  dialect,  but 
has  an  unusually  large  admixture  of  Midland  and  Northern  forms.  Whoever 
the  author  may  have  been,  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  he  had  travelled,  and 
most  probably  resided,  for  some  considerable  time  in  counties  north  of  his 
own.  In  this  way  only  can  we  account  for  the  combination  of  Northern 
and  Southern  forms  which  so  frequently  occur.     It  is  nothing  unusual  to 

'  De  Antiquit  Eccles.  MaUeao.,  Bk.  I.,  heading  of  cap.  IL 

'  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  in  the  description  of  Floripas  given  in  the  *  Destruction 
of  Rome,'  1.  259,  her  lips  are  compared  to  the  peach-blossom,  flour-de-peikier. 
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find  varying  forms  even  in  the  same  line  :  thus,  for  instance,  in  11  1975-6  we 

read: — 

"  And  er  sehe  cam  strau^t  in-to  halle  i  neuere  heo  ne  stente, 
And  for^  tche  )>ra8te  among  hem  alle  i  8c  to  hur  fader  ry^t  heo  wente." 

So  again  in  L  2380  :— 

**j  not  how  \>ay  schul  ascape  f^en  !  ^t  hy  ne  go^  to  dede.'* 

A  and  hs  are  also  frequently  met  with  in  the  same  line,  e.  g,  11.  740,  2403, 
3004,  &c;  and  so  bup  and  beo  in  1.  2940. 

To  the  same  circumstance,  doubtless,  are  also  due  the  small  number  of 
instances  in  which  v  occurs  for  /;^  the  use  of  the  Northern  -ctnde  in  the 
present  participle  as  well  as  the  Southern  -tng,  -yngy  and  of  such  a  distinctively 
Northern  preposition  as  til  (to)  ;  and  the  absence  at  times  of  inflexion  in  the 
past  indicative. 

We  frequently  find  c  substituted  for  8  ;  especially  in  the  words  wace  (was) ; 
nace  (was  not)* ;  horce^*  pacge:  and  in  a  few  instances  we  find  t  for  d;  hant, 
stveri. 

Fry  ioifreo  occiurs  at  L  3441.  This  form  is  found  also  in  the  Ayenbite  of 
Inwyty  and  Shoreham's  Poems. 

Late  examples  of  several  forms  which  occur  in  Lazamon  appear  in  the 
present  poem.  Thus  we  have  L  311  :  tweyre  (A.S.  twegra),  genitive  of  twe^en; 
heyne  (both),  L  661 :  fan  (dat :  of  the  article) ;  y-hend  (begotten);  spelie  (spare). 

-chs  and  sch  or  sche  would  appear  to  be  equivalent,  for  we  find  frecfiSy 
fiechs,  frenchSy  used  indiscriminately  with  fresch^flesch,  Q.nd  frensche. 

To  give  a  complete  list  of  all  the  curious  forms  which  occur  in  the  poem 
-would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  introduction,  and  is  moreover  unnecessary, 
since  very  many  of  them  are,  so  to  speak,  &Tra^  XtycJ/itva,  invented  for  tbe 
occasion,  by  the  author,  solely  in  order  to  make  his  rymes  as  perfect  as 
possible.^  They  can  therefore  only  be  looked  upon  as  curiosities  of  ortho- 
graphy, except  in  so  fair  as  they  bear  on  the  question  of  pronunciation. 

Perhaps  the  most  curious  form  of  all  is  dofpeper  for  do^^oper,  which  with 
one  exception  is  found  consistently  throughout  the  poem,  although  in  the 
original  draft  the  correct  form  appears.^ 

*  The  following  are  all  that  occur: — hy-vore,  vatte  (verb) ;  vaste  (adv.) ;  vewe^  vetreK, 
T^ty,  vyve,  vynde,  tores  (furrows) ;  vacch^,  y-vere,  vet,  verde  (fared) ;  volde^  auonge, 
touUy  vu$te.     In  some  oases  the  author  has  actually  corrected  the  v  as  first  written  into 

/.'  see  for  instance,  1.  5829. 

•  See  11. 186—190.      »  See  11. 4203.4.      *  See  for  instance,  1. 260.     *  See  note  to  1.  250. 
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Premising  this  much,  I  now  proceed  to  give  the  principal  dialectal  and 
grammatical  peculiarities  of  the  poem. 

NOUNS. 

1.  Number. 

Plurals  as  a  rule  end  in  -^,  -es,  or  -j,  but  we  find  numerous  examples  of 
plural  forms  in  -n  and  -eriy  and  very  frequently  the  same  word  occurs  in  both 
forms:  ih.\isvreh&Yefon,foneffoe8f/oa8,fo8;fere8,/erm;  ote8,oten;  browea, 
hrowen;  tres,  tren;  mylen;  lippen;  hnen;  tren^  and  others  peculiar  to  the 
Southern  dialects,  as  well  as  eyene,  eyne  ;  schon;  hoseUy  which  are  found  also 
in  Northern  writers. 

A  few  instances  occur  of  plurals  in  -e  (representing  an  earlier  -en)  ;  as 
longe^  lunge  (lungs) ;  fe^eine  (fathoms) ;  hande,  haunde^  hond  (=  honde, 
hands) ;  si/the  (times) ;  hi/ne  (servants) ;  gome  (men) ;  fere  (companions) ; 
tange  (tongs). 

2.  Gender. 

Inanimate  objects  are  generally  considered  as  neuter^  but  not  unfrequently 
as  masculine  or  feminine,  the  pronouns  in  these  cases  following  the  gender 
of  the  nouns  in  Anglo-Saxon.     Thus  1.  1551 : — 

"  J>ay  toke  \>e  way  as  A«  lay  f  ul  euene."    "  the  day  hym  spninge ; "  "  the  Bonne  hure 
sette,"  ko. 

3.  Case. 

The  genitive  singular  ends  in  -«,  -es^  or  -?>,  and  in  the  case  of  proper  names 
is  or  ys  written  as  distinct  words :  thus  we  find  godes  gras ;  the  Ameral  ys 
pauyUoun ;  Terry  ia  sone,  &c. 

When  a  proper  noun  ends  in  a  sibilant,  as  Charlis,  Naymes,  the  sign  of 
the  genitive  is  altogether  omitted ;  as  CharJis  Knyghts,  &c. 

Fader,  moder,  suster,  dorter  do  not  alter  their  forms  in  the  genitive 
singular :  thus  we  find  suster  sone  (sister's  son) ;  dorter  dede  (daughter's 
deed) ;  moder  half  (mother's  side) ;  fader  loue. 

Of  a  genitive  singular  in  -e  there  are  a  few  instances,  viz. :  heuene,  which 
occurs  frequently  in  the  phrase  heuene  king,  Jieuene  blisse ;  heUe  pyne ;  and 
gode  loue;  and  of  the  genitive  plural  in  -ene  (A.S.  -ena)  we  also  find  one 
example  (1.  3222),  Tiefenene  route.     (See  also  I.  4646.) 

The  genitive  is  occasionally  used  adverbially,  as  lyues,  willes. 
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ADJECTIVES. 

The  role  as  to  the  use  or  omission  of  the  final  -«,  as  a  distinctive  mark  of 
singular  and  plural  and  definite  and  indefinitive  forms,  has  not  been  always 
followed  by  our  author,  a  result  probably  due  to  Northern  influence. 

We  find  an  instance  of  the  genitive  singular  ending  -es  in  oyrya  syde,  and 
a  few  instances  also  occur  of  the  genitive  plural  in -re;  as  aire  {cUler,  dldre) ; 
ttoeyre  (A.S.  twegra), 

Bo^  is  the  only  instance  of  the  dative  plural ;  and  ano^eme^  ace.  mas. 
occurs  once  in  L  995. 

Adjectives  and  Adverbs  in  4i€he  form  their  comparatives  in  AoheTf  "Inker  f 
as  locUiche,  lodluker;  sykerliehe,  $ikurlukere,  surloJcereJ' 

DEFINITE  ARTICLK 

In  this  poem  we  find  late  examples  of  the  inflexions  of  the  definite  article. 
The  following  forms  occur : — 

SIKGULAB.  PLURAL. 

Mate.  ^  I^fm,  Nent, 

N.      J>e,     J)a.  \at.  N.  Ace.  fo,  Jay,  ^ey, 

G.     [f(w.«] 
D.      ^ariy  fen. 
Ace.   fan,  fan.  fat. 

fo  and  fat  are  also  found  as  demonstratives  as  in  the  Northern  dialects. 

THIS. 

Many  of  the  older  inflexions  of  this  occur  in  the  present  poem  :  thus  we 
find:— 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Mate.  Fern,  Nerd. 

N.  fes,  fis,  fys.  fis,  fys.  fis,  fys.       fes,  feese,  fis,  fus,  fys. 

G. 

D.  fis,  fys.  fis.  fes,  fis,  fus. 

Ace  fees,  fes,  fis,  fys.  fes,  fys.  fis,  fys,       fee,  fese,  fis,  fys,  fus,  fuse. 

like,  fiUce,  a  distinctively  Southern  form,  occur  frequently :  twice  in  com- 
bination with  fat,  as  fat  filke. 

*  Syherer  occurs  ODoe. 
'  Only  in  the  phrase  tone  fat;  but  see  under  Adyerbs,  p.  zzyil  below. 

h  2 
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NUMERALS. 

Amongst  these  we  find  the  Southern  forms  in— the;  elleuefpe,  twelve.  No 
Northern  fonns  occur. 

We  have  only  one  instance  of  the  dropping  of  the  final  -n ;  viz.  sewa 
(seven). 

PRONOUNS. 

1.  Pebsonal  Pronouns. 

The  following  tahle  will  show  the  numerous  forms  which  occur : — 

singular. 
\ft  Pert,  2nd  Pert.  Brd  Pert. 

Mate.  Fern,  Neut. 

N.     li  y,  iOf  ie\  yoh,     \>ou,  a,  he,  hee.  heo,  she,  sehs,       itf  yty  hit^  hyt, 

sheo, 
G.     m^t  9nyn,  myne.     \fy,  pyn^  \>yn6,     his,  hy$,  i«,  y$,      her,  hir,  hire,       hi$, 

hur,  hure,  hyr, 
D.     me,  \>e.  him,  hym,  Mr,  hire,  hure.     him,  hit, 

Aoo.  me,  \>e,  \>ee,  hem,  him,  hym,    her,  hur,  hure,    it,  yt,  hit,  hyt, 

hymme,  em, 

PLURAL. 

lit  Pers,  2nd  P&rs,  Zrd  Pers, 

N.      we,  oui,  y,  hee,  hi^  hy,  hymen,  \fai,  \fay,  \>aye,  \>ei,  \>ey, 

G.      our,  cure,  y^wf,  ioure,  her,  hir,  hire,  hure,  hyre,  \>air, 

D.      eu9,  ue,  ym,  hymen,  hem,  hymyn,  \>aym, 

Aoo.  otu,  ym,  lom,  hymen,  hyme,  hem,  himten,  em,  \>eym, 

Ich,  which  is  still  retained  in  the  Southern  dialects  of  the  present  day  as 
uc^y  utchy,  occurs  once  in  L  389  of  the  original  draft  of  the  poem  in  com- 
bination with  wills  as  ich  chille,  where  the  ich  is  unnecessary  and  the  corrected 
copy  reads  i  toUle, 

Ic,  which  is  the  Northern  form^  only  appears  once,  1.  2799.  The  two 
formsy  ich  and  /,  y,  are  used  without  any  distinction,  except  that  if  the 
pronoun  follows  the  verb,  the  latter  form  is  generally  used. 

The  distinction  between  the  singular  and  plural  pronouns  of  the  second  person 
is  regularly  observed ;  \ou,  \e,  being  used  in  sentences  expressing  contempt,  in- 
feriority, and  affection,  while  je,  ^ou,  imply  inferiority  or  respect  on  the  part  of 
the  speaker.  This  Balan  addresses  Floripas  as  \ou,  while  she  uses  the  plural 
y.     (But  see  1.  1998.) 

A  =  he,  which  does  not  occur  in  any  Northern  ^vriter,  still  survives  in 
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modem  dialects  in  the  Soath  of  England,  and  is  the  usual  fonn  in  the  present 

poem. 

Heo  is  the  Southern  pronoun  corresponding  with  the  Midland  ache^  she 

(Xorthem  sco,  sho). 

My  self,  him  selue,  ^c,  occur  as  well  as  me  selue,  fe  self,  ous  sdf. 

In  the  pronouns  of  the  third  person  plural,  \ai,  pair,  \eym,  are  Northern 

forms:   Jei  Midland,  and  the  remainder   Southern.      Em  is  only  used  in 

coalescence  with  a  verb,  as  eastern,  affuldem. 

Me,  ma,  is  used  as  an  indefinite  pronoun  of  any  person.^ 

Hit,  it,  is  usually  referred  to  masculine  nouns  even  in  the  plural  number : 

thus  (L  1981)  we  read  :— 

"  Hit  be|>()  kni^tes  y-sent  to  me.** 

See  also  IL  3114,  3183,  &c. 

We  also  find  such  forms  as  hure  bofen  ;  ^our  summ^ ;  pat  summe ;  hur 
ayper ;  hur  everech;  our  on. 

The  pronoun  frequently  coalesces  with  the  verb ;  thus  we  find  such  forms 
as  leuei  (leave  it) ;  shaket  (shake  it) ;  taJcet  (take  it) ;  affuldem  (felled  them) ; 
profryem  (offer  them). 

A  very  noticeable  peculiarity  of  the  poem  is  the  reflexive  use  of  the 
pronoun  in  conjunction  with  the  noun  before  an  intransitive  verb.  We 
commonly  find  such  sentences  as  the  following : — "  fe  ny^t  hure  ne^hede  faste  " 
(1.  1494);  "endelonges  is  side  fat  hlod  him  ran;**  "fat  hlod  him  rennep;** 
"  fat  gret  host  hym  come  ;  "  "  on  f e  wal  fat  fur  him  hent ;  "  "  f e  day 
hym  gprunge;**  "fe  day  him  is  a-go ;**  "forth  hera  wendith  pes  noble 
kny^tes,"  *  &c. 

pai  ia  commonly  used  as  a  relative,  and  hwych,  wich,  not  infrequently  is 
used  indefinitely :  see,  for  instance,  11.  514,  3101,  &c. 

The  interrogative  pronoun  is  Ho,  wat,  what ;  gen.  was;  dat.  and  ace.  wham, 

VERBS. 

1.  Indicative  Mood.    Present  Tense. 
The  following  are  the  personal  endings : — 

*  It  is  frequently  understood  after  the  verbs  let,  muhey  do,  in  such  phrases  as  '*  to  don 
him  sle  *'  (=  caose  men  to  slay  him,  cause  him  to  be  slain) ;  <'  let  hewen  hem  flesch 
Abon.*' 

•  As  to  this  last  instance  see  Prof.  Skeat*8  note  to  *  F.  Plowman/  B.  Prol.  7. 
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SINGULAR. 

1.  -af-e,  -y,  -n;  as  granty,  thonJcy^  ha  (I  have). 

2.  si^  as  ledeat;  very  frequently  contracted  as  gest  (gettest);  dbmi 
(=  abeodestf  tellest)^;  hurst  (hearest). 

3.  4h,  4,  -€8,  -en,  -n. 

The  ending  -y  of  the  first  person  which  is  purely  Souther:n  is  common  in 
this  poem.  The  ending  in  the  third  person  4  is  used  where  the  original 
ending  4h  has  been  contracted,  as  stent,  stoni  (stendeth)^;  calt  (calleth);  by- 
gynt  (beginneth) ;  tdt  (telleth) ;  lest  (loseth) ;  s^t,  syt  (sitteth).  Such  forms 
as  ri^dt  (he  rides)  and  ty^d  (betides)  are  noticeable. 

Of  the  ending  -e«,  -s  (a  West-Midland  and  Northern  form)  we  have  but 
very  few  examples ;  all  that  I  am  aware  of  are  wendes,  ounlekes,  strekes  QL 
1364-5) ;  gas  (goes) » ;  cryes  (L  3079). 

The  ending  -en,  -n  (Midland)  only  occurs  in  a  few  instances,  L  2196,  gon 
(goes)  ;  1.  2782,  sen  (I  see). 

The  e  ia  very  frequently  omitted  before  the  4h  in  the  third  person  singular ; 
thus  we  find  comp,  berp,  scherf,  &a  In  many  cases  this  peculiarity,  which 
still  exists  in  Devonshire,  serves  to  distingmsh  between  the  singular  and 
plural. 

PLURAL. 

1.  -w. 


2.  -es,  -w. 

3.  -en,  -n,  -es. 


e,  4h, 


The  Midland  ending  -en,  -n,  occurs  but  seldom  in  comparison  with  the 
other  endings;  but  yet  is  not  uncommon.  We  find  je  sen;  we  han;  J)ay 
comen,  &c. 

Of  the  Korthem  ending  -es  there  is  only  one  instance,  viz.  goes,  which 
occurs  in  the  second  and  third  persons.^ 

There  are  several  instances  in  which  the  plural  ending  -fh  is  preceded  by 
an  a,  as  pay  pnkeath  ;  ^e  loueath,  &c. 

'  Explained  by  HalliweU  wroDgly  "arranges? " 

•  According  to  Dr  Morris  {Speowt&m  of  Early  EnglUhy  1867,  Introd.  p.  xxxv)  the 
rule  is  that  "  4  is  used  for  -teth  or  -deth^  only  in  verbs  having  t  or  d  for  the  last  syllable 
of  the  root>"  but  from  the  examples  given  above  it  is  clear  there  are  numerous  exceptions 
to  this  rule. 

'  See  U.  1976,  2U5,  &c. 

^  On  1.  5821,  Mr  Parker  says  :— *<  I  think  this  $  is  added,  though  by  the  same  hand.** 
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Past  Tbnsb. 

The  past  tense  of  weak  verbs  ends  in  -ede,  -de^  or  -te. 

We  find  instances  of  inflected  verbs  as  ]>ou  slowe^  &c.,  as  well  as  of  non- 
inflected  ;  the  final  -e  being  as  often  as  not  omitted. 

The  third  person  singular  and  plural  occasionally  ends  in  -n,  as  hoten  (he 
bade)  ;  Icemen  (they  came) ;  heren  (they  bore). 

2.  Imperativb  Mood. 

With  one  exception  there  is  no  instance  of  any  but  the  Southern  forms : — 
singular,  -e,  plural,  -eth:  -ath  occurs  in  prykeap  (L  979) ;  cor^fortiap  (1. 1154) ; 
and  hameyschea^  (L  2929);  $chewya^;  herknyap  (L  2072). 

The  Northern  imperative  ending  -es  occurs  only  in  L  2347,  where  we 
have  letej. 

3.  Infinitivb  Mood. 

Here  we  find  a  large  variety  of  forms  mainly  Southern.  Thus  we  have 
verbs  ending  in  -a,  -y,  -ye,  -ie^  -w,  -ne,  -o  {on).  Very  frequently  the  same  verb 
appears  in  two  or  more  fonns ;  e.  g.  «/e,  dee^  slen,  shy  done ;  flee,  fl^n,  flene, 
fjeo ;  be,  bee,  ben,  bene,  beo.  Ha  and  prikea  (L  3641)  are  the  only  instances 
of  infinitives  in  -a. 

The  endings  -y,  -ye,  4e  (representing  older  forms  in  -tan)  are  very  common 
in  this  poem,  but  are  never  used  by  any  Northumbrian  writers. 

The  gerundial  form  of  the  infinitive  occurs  in  three  instances ;  to  tristyng 
(=  iristenne,  L  199)  ;  to  done  (L  811) ;  and  to  donde  (1.  681). 

The  verb  to  Have  appears  under  the  following  forms : — ?ia,  hab,  han,  hane, 
Jiauen :  while  dan  occurs  twice  as  the  infinitive  of  do, 

4.  Participles. 

In  the  present  participle  instances  of  the  Northern  ending  -ande  are  not 
uncommon,  the  same  verb  sometimes  using  it  as  well  as  the  Southern  -ing, 
-yng:  thus  we  find  such  double  forms  as  fleoyng  and  fleand;  prikyng  and 
priJcande;  liggynge  and  liggande,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  single  forms,  lyuand, 
Jlyngande,  &c^ 

5.  Past  Participle. 

The  past  participles  of  weak  verbs  end  in  -ed,  4,  or  -fe,  and  of  strong  verbs 
in  -en.    In  the  latter  the  final  -n  is  frequently  omitted. 

The  prefix  i-  or  y-  (peculiar  to  the  Southern  dialects,  and  never  used  by 

Northern  writers,)  abounds  throughout  the  poem.* 

'  Qoerj— Is  gonde  (1.  1890)  a  present  partioiple  ? 

'  This  prefix  i-,  y-,  is  not  oonflned  to  the  past  part,  but  is  used  also  in  (a)  other  parts 
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Instead  of  the  prefix  i-  or  y-  we  sometimes  find  a-,  as  aslawe  (twice  com- 
bined with  be  into  the  form  ba-edawe),  a-gOy  a-broke. 

Verbs  in  -che  and  -ge  make  their  past  participles  in  -;i<,  or  -nte^  a  form 
peculiar  to  Southern  dialects.  Thus  we  have  ispreynt  {springe,  to  sprinkle)  ; 
irdreynt  {drenche,  to  drown),  &a 

To  Be  has  the  forms  i-be,  i-beo,  y-ben,  be,  ben,  bene,  beo ;  and  to  Do ;  do, 
don,  done,  dow. 

Negative  Verbs,  which  occur  but  very  seldom  in  Northern  writers,  are  here 
common,  e.  g.,  naa,  nel,  nabbe,  nyste,  nam,  nod,  nap,  &c,  ' 

The  curious  form  mixt  (mightest)  occurs  in  1.  474,  and  eyed  (seest)  in 
L  5809. 

The  following  are  examples  of  the  pi  tenses  of  verbs : — blan,  bute,  car/, 
Uhchon,  clef,  dradde,  flo^e,  ftd,  gan,  gun,  glod,  huld,  keem,  lowe,  nam,  name, 
preynte,  ro^t,  schad,  achar,  schet,  shette  (to  shoot),  8hUte  (to  shut),  ahutte 
(to  shoot),  86^,  skry^te,  slotoe,  swarf,  swer,  sworn,  stoatte,  yraste,  wep,  ^af, 
)if,  ^oue. 

Hab  occurs  in  the  2nd  person  plural  of  have. 

The  verb  to  .86  in  the  present  indicative  has  the  following  variety  of 
forms : — 

BINGXTLAB.  PLURAL. 

1.  am.  are,  be^th,  bene,  beo,  buth,  byth. 

2.  art,  eri.  are,  buth, 

3.  is,  ys,  ysse.  are,  aren,  am,  beeth,  ben,  buth. 

Of  these  aren  and  am  are  Northern  forms.  ^ 

It  is  not  at  all  an  unusual  thing  to  find  two  different  forms  in  the  same 
line ;  thus  (1.  2940) — "  we  ne  bup  bote  ten  her  now,  &  mo  ne  beo  we  nojt ; " 
and  (L  1070) — "my  felawes  J)at  her  bee]^,  kny^tes  ))ay  ftw))  fol  sure." 

lu  the  past  tense  we  find  the  following  forms : — 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  foas.  were,  wore,  wern, 

2.  wer,  were, 

3.  was,  wes,  war,  teare,  wer,  were,  wern,  weore,  woven,  wome. 

In  the  imperative  beo  ib  the  singular,  and  beep,  bep,  the  plural  form. 

of  verbs,  as  y-Uute  (inf.);  y-hnowe  (pres.) ;  y-l\f  (imperat.)  ;  y-saw  (pt)  :  (b)  with 
acyeotives,  as  i-liehe  ;  io)  with  adverbs,  as  y-/ere,  y-wone^  y-9ame, 
*  Aren  occurs  in  *  P.  Plowman/  C.  xi.  156. 
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We  also  find  numerous  examples  of  the  vey'hil  prefixes  peculiar  to  the 
Southern  dialect.     Thus  we  have : — 

1.  An-  (a-);  as  angrise  (affrise),  to  frighten :  anhonge^  to  hang;  a4ae^e 
(catch). 

2.  0/  (for,  to) ;  as  ofseche  (seek  for) ;  of-sende  (send  for) ;  of-tdke  (over- 
take). 

ADVERBS. 

With  the  exception  of  cUgate  and  umtil,  which  are  purely  Northern  forms, 
the  adverbs  are  mainly  Southern.     Thus  we  have : — 

1.  Adverbs  in  -e,  as  JongBy  ewype,  hanne,  henne  (=  Jiennene) ;  wJienna 
(=  whanene)  ;  tJienne  (=  fhanens),  &c. 

2.  Adverbs  in  -e»;  as  stiff  en,  wefen  (Northern). 

3.  Adverbs  in  -e^ ;  as  enddongea,  mllesy  hannes,  lyttes,  fannea,  ones,  wannys. 

4.  Ac  (but) ;  eke,  eek,  yke  (also) ;  so — so,  as — so  (as — as). 

The  phrase  sone  pas  (==  soon  thereafter,  directly),  which  occurs  several 
times  in  the  poem,  is  noticeable.  Dr  Murray  inclines  to  consider  pas  as  the 
genitive  of  the  article  (compare  "  wel  was  him  fas,"  in  Early  Eng.  Poems,  &c, 
ed«  Fumivally  xii  122) ;  while  Dr  Morris  thinks  it  is  a  corruption  of  suppes 
afterwards. 

PKEPOsrrioNs. 

Til  (to),  a  purely  Northern  preposition  occurs  frequently.  Of  peculiarly 
Southern  forms  we  have : — 

1.  An,  a  (on,  in);  as  anrhe^,  an-Jionde,  a  pjs  side.  The  corresponding 
Northern  form  on-  occurs  only  in  on-lyue,  on  pe  lift  (aloft),  on  sonder, 

2.  Fram  (from). 

3.  Mid  (with). 

§  9.  To  Mr  George  Parker,  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  who  has 
always  taken  a  very  lively  interest  in  this  romance,  is  due  the  sole  credit  of 
deciphering  the  MS.  Written  as  it  is  on  bad  paper,  with  bad  ink,  and  with 
numerous  interlineations  and  corrections,  it  is  difficult  for  any  one  who  has 
not  seen  the  MS.  to  appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  he  has  had  to 
labour— difficulties  increased  as  they  have  been  by  his  having  to  compare  the 
proofs  with  the  original  in  the  dull,  sunless  days  of  winter,  when,  as  I  have 
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already  said,  in.  some  passages  nothing  but  a  strong  sun-light  is  sufficient  to 
render  the  writing  legible. 

To  him  my  best  thanks  .are  due,  as  also  to  the  Eev.  Professor  Skeat  and 
F.  J.  Fumiyall,  Esq.,  who  have  rendered  me  assistance  as  to  the  meanings  of 
sonie. obscure  words. 

S.  J.  Hebrtaob. 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  STORY  OF  "SIR  FERUMBEAS." 


Charles,  at  the  head  of  his  anny,  had  encamped  close  to  Morimond,  \7hen 
Ferombias,  a  gigantic  Saracen  knight,  appears  and  challenges  any  six  of  the 
French  knights  to  single  combat  (p.  2).  Charles  requests  Koland  to  accept  the 
challenge,  but  he  refuses  (p.  5).  Oliver,  who  is  suffering  fix)m  a  serious  wound, 
with  difficulty  obtains  Charles's  permission  to  accept  the  challenge  (p.  10). 
Ferumbras,  despising  Oliver's  youthful  appearance,  tries  to  fiighten  him  (p.  1 2) ; 
asks  him  to  describe  Charles  and  the  douzeperes  (p.  15) ;  and  enquires  his 
name  (p.  16).  Oliver  declaring  himself  to  be  a  poor  knight^  Ferumbras  derides 
him,  and  bids  him  return  and  send  Eoland,  or  another  of  the  douzeperes 
(p.  18).  Stung  at  last  by  Oliver's  language,  Ferumbras  preparer  to  fight 
(p.  22).  The  struggle  lasts  with  varying  success,  till  Ferumbras,  in  striking  at 
Oliver's  head,  exposes  his  side,  which  Oliver  pierces  (p.  31).  Ferumbras  begs 
for  mercy,  promising  to  become  a  Christian  (p.  32),  and  warns  Oliver  of  an 
ambush  of  Saracens  dose  by  (p.  34).  Oliver,  finding  himself  obliged  to 
abandon  Ferumbras,  tries  to  escape  by  flight,  but  is  surrounded  and  taken 
prisoner  (p.  36),  as  are  also  four  others  of  the  Douzeperes,  who  had  come  to  his 
assistance  (p.  38),  and  the  five  are  bound,  blindfolded,  and  led  away  to  Balan, 
at  Aigremont  (p.  42).  Ferumbras,  being  discovered  by  Charles,  lying  wounded, 
is  taken  to  the  French  camp  and  baptised  (p.  42).  Oliver  and  the  other 
French  captives  are  brought  before  Balan  (p.  43),  who  at  first  orders  them  to 
death,  but  afterwards  throws  them  into  a  deep  dungeon,  without  food  or  light 
(p.  45).  Floripas,  Balan's  daughter,  hearing  their  cries,  comes  to  them,  and 
offers  to  release  them,  if  they  will  help  her  in  gaining  Guy  to  her  husband 
(p.  47).  They  agree,  and  Floripas  conducts  them  to  her  own  chamber  (p.  48). 
Charles  determines  on  sending  a  messenger  to  Balan  to  demand  the  restoration 
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XXX  SKETCH  OP  THE  STORT  OF  "SIR  PERUMBRAS." 

of  the  prisoners  (p.  51),  and  the  seven  remaining  Donzeperes  start  (p.  53).  On 
their  way  they  meet  seven  kings  coming  from  Balan  on  a  similar  errand,  whom, 
with  one  exception,  they  slay  (p.  57).  By  a  trick  they  pass  the  bridge  of 
Mantrible  (p.  61)  and  arriye  at  Aigremont.  They  deliver  their  message  in 
turn,  and  Balan  in  a  rage  orders  them  to  prison  (p.  66),  from  which  they  are 
saved  by  Floripas,  who  leads  them  to  their  comrades  (p.  68).  She  then  pre- 
sents to  them  the  Sacred  Belies  of  the  Thorns,  Cross,  NaUs,  &c,  which 
Ferumbras  had  carried  off  from  Jerusalem,  and  sent  to  his  father  Balan,  the 
Emir  of  the  Saracens  (p.  71) ;  and  advises  them  to  kill  all  the  Saracens  while 
unprepared  (p.  75).  They  follow  her  advice,  but  Balan  escapes  (p.  76),  and 
gathering  his  army,  lays  siege  to  the  tower  (p.  77).  Provisions  failing,  the 
French  sally  out  (p.  85),  and  capture  a  convoy,  but  are  forced  to  abandon  it 
Guy  is  captured  (p.  88),  and  is  about  to  be  hanged  by  Balan,  when  he  is  res- 
cued by  Boland  (p.  96).  The  French  capture  a  convoy  of  provisions  (p.  99). 
Balan  attacks  the  tower  with  a  battering  ram  (p.  103).  The  tower  is  set  on 
lire,  but  the  flames  are  extinguished  by  Floripas  (p.  104).  The  French 
Knights  in  default  of  stones  throw  Balan's  gold  at  their  besiegers  (p.  105). 
In  a  sally  by  night  Boland  captures  Aspayllard  (p.  107).  Provisions  running 
short,  the  French  determine  to  send  Richard  of  ITormandy  to  the  Emperor 
Charles  the  Great  for  aid  (p.  110).  Balan,  however,  besets  the  bridge  so  that 
none  can  leave  the  tower  (p.  111).  After  eight  weeks  he  escapes,  pursued  by 
King  Clarion,  whom  he  slays  (p.  116),  and  crossing  the  river  Flagot  by  a 
miracle  (p.  123),  reaches  Morimond,  just  as  the  French  are  starting  for  France, 
Charles  having  given  up  all  hope  of  his  knights  (p.  131).  By  a  stratagem  the 
bridge  and  town  of  Mantrible  are  taken  (p.  150),  and  Charles  presses  on  to 
Aigremont  (p.  152).  Balan,  instigated  by  the  devil,  ventures  on  battle 
(p.  170) :  he  himself  is  defeated  by  Charles,  and  captured  (p,  175),  and  the 
Saracens  utterly  routed  (p.  176).  Balan,  in  spite  of  the  entreaties  of  Ferumbras, 
refuses  to  be  baptized,  and  is  slain  by  Ogier  (p.  182).  Floripas  is  baptized, 
and  wedded  to  Guy  (p.  183),  between  whom  and  Ferumbras  Spain  is  divided ; 
and  Charles  returns  to  Paris,  where  he  distributes  the  Sacred  Belies  (p.  188). 


ERRATA. 
Page  209,  note  to  1.  2034,  for  gayme  read  gayne ;  and/or  amuse  read  profit. 
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XXZl 


ADDITIONS. 


Intiod.  p.  xxii,  to  fonns  of  3rd  pers.  pron.,  ace.  pL,  add  30m  (1.  2650 ;  cf. 
La^amon^  L  763). 

Introd.  p.  xxTii,  1.  15,  ^'sone  fas:"  compare  Lajamon,  1.  1787 :  "  wel  was 
Brutus  Jw^ ;"  and  the  Peterborough  Chronicle,  sub  ann. :  "  ^a  com  se  arcebiscop 
and  8ona  pees  to  ]>am  cyng  gewsende." 

p.  38,  L  971.  I  have  since  found  an  instance  of  this  use  of  acre :  see  Morfe 
Arthure,  1.  3849  :— 

"  Ane  akere  lengke  one  a  launde,  f  ulle  lothely  wondide." 

So  also  Allan  Bamsaj  in  his  poems,  ed.  1844,  p.  73,  says : — 

**  By  ane  dkerbraid  it  came  nae  neer  him." 

To  Glossary  add — Abyb,  176/5657,  vh.  bend,  bow.  A.S.  abSgan,  the  tra,  3. 
form  corresponding  to  the  intrans.  abUgan.  The  two  forms  appear  to  be  con- 
fused by  Stratmann  under  abejen,  where  the  first  two  examples  should  be 
referred  to  abii^en.  See  the  Saxon  ChromdeSy  ed.  Earle,  sub  ann.  1073  (p. 
212): — "swi^e  fet  land  amyrdon.  and  hit  eall  abegdon,  Willelme  to  handa" 
(completely  devastated  that  land,  and  subdued  it  all  under  the  power  of 
William),  and  ibid,  p.  223  : — "  mycel  ahegdan  to  heora  anwelde "  (subdued 
much  of  it  under  their  power). 

DoNB  MAN,  109/3445,  pp.  For  the  explanation  of  this  phrase  I  am  in- 
debted to  Proi  Skeat,  who  refers  to  P.  Plowman^  B  xviii,  298  :  "  to  warne 
pilates  wyf  what  donea  man  was  ihe^us.''  The  phrase  is  very  rare  and  singular. 
Prof.  Skeat,  in  his  notes  to  P.  Plowman,  shows  that  "  dojiea  is  the  pp.  don, 
made,  used  as  a  substantive,  and  even  taking  a  genitive  sufiGix,  such  as  we  see 
in  the  phrase  what  kynnea  man"  He  refers  to  three  other  instances  of  the 
phrase,  two  being  from  the  B.  fragment  of  the  Alexander  Alliterative  Romances, 
IL  222,  999  (MS.  Bodley  264). 

Since  the  footnote  Q)  to  p.  xiii  of  the  Introduction  was  written,  a  paper 
MS.  of  the  early  part  of  the  15th  century  has  been  purchased  by  the  author- 
ities of  the  British  Museum.  This  MS.,  amongst  many  other  poems,  contains 
two  Charlemagne  Eomances,  the  first,  which  is  entitled  **  The  Siege  of  Milan," 
being  unique,  while  the  second  is  a  version  of  "  Sir  Otuel "  (No.  2),  but  vary- 
ing so  much  as  to  be  practically  an  entirely  difierent  poem.  Both  these 
romances  are  now  in  the  press  for  the  E.  E.  T.  S. 


%gr  The  cost  of  the  Gesta  and  Sir  Ferumbras  being  over  the  income  of  the 
Extra  Series  for  1879,  the  Committee  give  notice  that  Sir  Ferumbras  must  bo 
lookt  on  as  partly  an  1880  book,  tho  included  in  the  1879  issue. — ^F. 
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'  Charlemagne's  douzepei'es. 


CHARACTERS  OF  THE  ROMANCE. 

Charlemagne,  Emperor  of  France,  &c. 
Balan  (Laban),  Emir  of  the  Saracens. 
EerumbraSy  Balan's  son ;  defeated  in  single  combat  by  Oliver,  and 

converted  to  Christianity. 
Floripas,  daughter  to  Balan ;  in  love  with  Sir  Guy,  to  whom  she 

is  finally  married. 
Keyner,  a  French  Knight,  father  of  Oliver. 
Roland. 
Oliver. 

Terry  (Thierry). 
Geoffrey. 
Ogier. 
Basyn. 
Naymes. 

Eichard  of  Normandy. 
Berard, 
Aubrey. 
Gwylmer. 
Guy  of  Bui*gundy. 
Raoul. 
HoweL 
Alorys. 
Gerard. 
Hugo. 

Gwenylon  (Ganelon) 
Hautefulle. 
Malkare. 
Hardree. 
Turpin,  the  Bishop. 

Alagolofure,  a  Saracen  giant ;  warden  of  the  Bridge  of  Mantrible. 
Brytamon :  Balan's  gaoler  at  Aigremont. 
Turgys. 
Kargys. 

Lucifer  of  Bandas. 
Lampatrys. 
Moradas. 
Clarion. 
Sortybran, 
BruyUant. 
Aspayllard. 
Tenebre. 

Bruyllant,  King  of  Persia,  brother  to  Balan. 
Maubyn,  a  Saracen  thief. 
Enfachoun,  a  Saracen  giant. 

Amyote,  a  giantess,  wife  to  Enfachoun,  slain  by  Charles. 
Malyngras,  Balan's  messenger. 
Maumecet :  chamberlain  to  Floripas. 
Maragounde :  governess  to  Floripas. 


French  Knights. 


Saracen  Kings. 
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Sir  ^ttnmhtm, 

[Ashmole  MS,  33,  Bodleian  Library.] 


(As  the  first  leaf  of  the  Ashmole  MS.  is  lost,  the  missing  introductory 
lines  are  here  given  from  the  edition  of  "  Fierahras,"  published 
in  the  Series  of  "  Les  Anciens  Pontes  de  la  France,"  from  the 
MS.  in  the  French  National  Library,  No.  180.) 

rOJeignour,  or  faites  pais,  s'il  vous  plaist,  escoutez 

Lk3  Canchon  fiere  et  orible,  jamais  meiUeur  n'orrez, 

Ce  n'est  mie  menchoigne,  mais  fine  verity. 

A  Saint  Denis  en  France  fu  li  raules  trouv^ : 

Plus  de  cent  cinquante  ans  a  yl  est6  celezw 

Or  en  ores  le  voir,  s'entendre  me  volfe, 

Si  com  Karles  de  Franche,  ki  tant  fu  redout^,  . 

Eecohquist  la  coronne  dont  Dix  fu  couronn(^, 

Et  les  saintismes  claus,  et  le  signe  honner6, 

£t  les  autres  reliques  dont  ill  i  ot  ass^. 

A  Saint  Denis  en  France  f  u  li  tresors  port&s ; 

Au  perron,  au  lendi,  fa  partis  et  donn^ 

Pour  les  saintes  reliques  dont  vous  apr^  or^ 

Por  chou  est  il  encore  li  lendis  apel^. 

Ja  n'i  doit  estre  treus  ne  nus  tresors  donn^ ; 

Mais  puis  par  convoitisse  fu  cis  bans  trespass^ ; 

Moult  par  est  puis  li  siecles  empirics  et  mu^ ; 

8e  li  peres  est  maus,  li  fix  vaut  pis  ass^s, 

£t  du  tout  en  tout  est  li  siecles  redout^ 

Ke  il  n'i  a  un  seul,  tant  soit  espoent^, 

Ki  tiegne  vraiement  ne  foi  ne  loiaut^ 

N'en  dirai  ore  plus,  s'arai  avant  al6, 

FEBUMBBAS.  B 


to  me. 


and  I  will 
tell  yoQ  a 
±  wonderful 
and  true 
atory  of 
Charles, 


the  doughty 
king 
g  wlio  recover- 
ed the  croMrn 
of  tliorns, 
the  nails, 
and  the  other 
•acred  relics, 

and  brooglit 
them  to 
12  StDenya. 
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20 
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2  FERUMBRAS   APPEARS  BEFORE  OHARLES'  CAMP, 

Charles  had  Karles  ot  868  barons  semons  et  demandes 

collected  all 

hia  baroua,     D^  par  toute  sa  tere  oh  est  sa  poestx^ ;  24 

Moult  fu  grans  li  bamages  quant  il  fu  assanlea. 
and  advanced  Xant  les  a  Tenpererea  et  conduis  et  men^, 

on  Morlmoud.  -^  ' 

K'es  yaus  sur  Morimonde  a  fait  tendre  ses  tr^ 
Oliver,  who    Olivicrs  H  jentieus,  ki  tant  fu  alo8&,  28 

commanded  u  '  ' 

guaiidT'*'  Icil  fist  Tavangarde  k  .v*.  fersarm^ ; 

is  suddenly    Le  val  Eaier  garda  tout  contreval  les  pr&B, 

attacked  by  °  ^ 

in\^?a?i!y  ^^  paien  lor  salirent  k  Tissue  des  gu& ; 

He^imwir    .IJ.  inile  furent,  les  gonfanous  fremes,  82 

and  the         PouT  calanger  les  teres  et  les  grans  yret^ 

French  are       ^,.    .       ,.  .        .   «     •,      . 

on  the  point   Qlivier  li  geutius  1  fu  le  jour  navres, 

oflieinffput  °  ■' 

when  Charles  I^escoufit  fuisseut  Frauc,  c'ost  fine  verities, 

kniRhuT  ^^^    Quant  les  secourut  Karles  o  les  viellars  barb&,  36 

their*aid.       Et  paieu  s'en  toumerent  les  frains  abandonds.] 

Pmi  1]     ...  Charlis  doghti  [kny^tes]  .  .  ta  .  le  as  J)ay  a  waywarde  spedde 
Mo  ]>an  a  ]>ausend  yfiih  out  ....  slowe  ])ai  as  ]>ay  fledde 
&  drow  hym  ....  wij>  on  .  .  are  f  witA  his  host  fat  was  fere.  40 
Ac  Olyuer  was  a-woundede  sare  f  at  fat  tyme  wif  a  spere. 

Tjiat^night    ^  jjat  ny3t  was  Charl[e8  proude]  y  wet  i  &  auaunted  his  knijtes  olde. 

knUhtl  had   ^  sayde  fat  fay  had  [boren]  hew  bet  f  fan  ys  3onge  barouTis  bolda 

bittir  limn     &  [liolaujd  iherd  hit  euery  del  f  &  his^aua?^nttyngge  hem  greuede  sore, 

barons.         Ac  foj  him  sclf  had  bom  him  wel  i  bawne  spak  he  no  more.  45 

Roland  heard,  £   ^  . 

wthf?        Tj^  Bi\Q\i  on  f  e  morrwenyng  f e  kyng  aras  f  &  al  his  chiluelarie, 

&ext  molil?"  J-i  &  hurd  is  masse  wan  hit  was  f  &  so  to  f  e  mete  gan  hye, 

mu4   ^      &  al  on  mur^f e  was  he  y-sete  f  wif  a  fair  baronye ;  48 

Ac  or  he  hadde  fane  half  y-3ete  f  on  herte  him  gan  to  nuye, 
comes  a        Wan  Cam  f  er  a  Sarsyn  [werreour]  fere  f  by-fore  is  host  al-one  : 
kuighfc.         Qf  gucii  anof er  herde  30  nere  f  nowar  far  ^e  han  gone, 

Of  Strengf  e,  of  schap,  of  hugenys  f  of  dedes  of  armes  bolde.  52 

Aiexandda     Jje  kyngdom  of  Alysandre  was  al  his  f  &  fro  babyloyne,  fat  holde, 

filbXi  to  -^^J^  ^^  ^  f®  ^®  ^^®  •  ^^^  ^^  ^®  *°^  ®y^^ 

iiie  ked  Sea.  r|^Q  ma[r]trye  cristen  men  &  elee  f  fat  was  his  desyre, 

Apulia,        PoiUe,  paleme,  and  russye  f  he  putte  to  seruage,  56 

Slnribi^   To  holde  of  hym  by  maystrye  f  &  to  do  til  hym  homage. 

But  for  fay  of  Eome  in  such  a  cas  f  wolde  no3t  grantte  ys  [wille] 
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He  slow  fe  Pope  ])at  fo  was  f  and  alle  fat  he  my^t  tille : 

Cardynals,  Abbotes  &  Pryours  f  monekya  &  frerys  eke,  60 

&  alle  clerkes  of  honours  f  bofe  pore  &  reke, 

Saue  nunnes  1  slo^  he  sykerly  i  fe  relygyous  fat  far  war. 

Wymen  he  tok,  &  lay  hem  by  i  &  afterward  daden  hem  [alee] 

J)at  Cite  a  struyede,  &  fanne  beer  f  fe  relyqes  fayre  &  free,  64 

Of  wham  y  tolde  30W  of  eer  f  fe  cronne  &  fe  nayles  three. 

Of  ierz^alem  &  of  al  fat  lond  f  lord  he  was  abonte, 

)?er-for  f er  dnden  ymtil  his  bond  f  many  a  sarsyn  loute ; 

Of  turkys,  persans  &  arrabyen  i  gret  puple  had  he  wyf  holde.         68 

He  ne  doutede  f^-for  non  cjisten  men  f  so  riche  was  he  of  golde. 

He  was  departid  fram  ys  host  f  f  at  was  ful  gret  of  nombre, 

&  sojte  fat  contree  &  al  fat  cost  f  cristenmcn  to  encombre. 

Wan  he  vriih  non  ne  may  ymete  5  on  herte  him  greuef  sare  ;  72 

To  Charlisward  rod  he  wif  herte  grete  5  &  fyndef  hym  loged  f  [are] 

In  panylons  riche  &  wel  abuld  f  a  fair  host  him  aboute. 

.  .  fe^  feldes  wem  al  y-fuld  i  wif  hym  &  wif  his  route. 

IT  Wan  he  was  war  of  f  e  frenschemen  f  on  h[ert]  him  likid  ille      76 

He  stynte  &  f 03te  nojt  remuye  hem  f  fere  til  he  ha  fojt  is  fiUe. 

By  fe  egle  of  gold  fat  bri^te  schon  f  vppon  charlis  pauylouw 

knew  he  f er-by  f e  kyng,  was  on  1  fat  was  of  gret  renouw  : 

&  ful  wel  saw  hym  whar  he  sat  f  &  knew  hi7w  by  his  araie.  80 

for  angre  fat  he  toke  of  fat  f  he  wax  so  pal  so  clay — 

By  Mahonet  ys  of  f anne  a  swer  f  as  he  was  far  al-one 

fat  he  ne  wolde  for  no  fer  i  out  of  fat  felde  gone, 

Er  Charlis  wif  f  e  horo  berde  f  wer  take  ouf  er  a-sla^e,  84 

&  discoumfit  were  al  his  ferde  i  fat  lyuede  on  fe  cn^ene  lawe, 

him  self  schelde  fer  ben  is  bane  i  he  swor  fan  by  his  drifts. 

now  wil  ych  to  30V  telle  ys  name  f  &  sigge  30W  wat  he  hyjte 

H  Syre  Fyrumbras  of  Alysandre  f  me  calde  fat  Sarsyn.  88 

His  body  wold  he  putte  in  auntre  f  for  fere  rijt  fojte  he  lyn 

&  li^t  hym  doun  an  vndre  a  tree  f  a  boje-schot  fram  fat  bo«t : 

far-to  ys  stede  fan  tyef  he  i  &  gan  to  blowe  host. 

He  se^  Charlys  sitte  &  ete  i  fan  fo3te  he  as  a  stod,  92 

If  he  may  let  him  of  his  mete  f  ys  herte  hit  wold  do  gode. 


He  had  alafn 
the  Pope, 


anddestnired 
the  dty  of 


He  WM  lord 
of  Jctu— lem. 


He  had 
fouffht  with 
Turica, 
Persians  and 
Arabian*, 

and  had  oome 
to  that  conii- 
try  to  haniM 
Chriatian*. 


Deaf  1,  back] 


By  the 
Btaiidard  he 
knows  the 
Icing  b  tlicre. 


He  grows 

pale  with 

anger, 

and  swenm  to 

talce  or  slay 

Cliarlea. 


Prmebras 
[Ferumbrasl 
of  Alexandria 
waa  his  name. 

He  alights 
Qndar  a  tree. 


"  Originally  [Al]  |>e. 


tkfi  Al  having  been  erased, 
B2 


\ 
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4  CHARLES  HAYINQ   ENQUIRED   HIS   NAME,    WISHES   ROLAND 

c"mdllr  ^    fawne  cryede  he  "  Charlis,  Yfith  fe  berde  f  herkne  what  y  speke  : 
b^t'ki'gut    [S]«^<^  °^e  J?e  beste  kny^t  of  fy  furde  f  myn  auger  for  to  wreke, 

Duk  Roland,  ofer  Olyuer  f  oTjer  any  of  fy  route,  96 

to  fight  with  &  fi^te  y  wile  wif  hem  her  f  beo  fay  nojt  so  stoute  : 

&  if  fat  on  of  hem  ne  dar  him  self  i  wif  me  fi3te  al  one 
Send  hem  bofe  on  fyn  helf  f  to  fi3te  wif  me  ymone ; 

a!hui"*d    t*^]  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^®  ^^^  ^^J**  ^^^®  •  *3®^  °^^  ^  ^3*^  ^^  stoure,       100 
t^ee;  [^Qf]  such  fre  y  ne  jyue  auelde  f  &  foj  fer  come  foure, 

though  th«r«  [*^]  ^^3  f®^  come  twelue  f  fe  beste  of  fy  fered, 

come  twelve   [B]ot  if  y  slce  hem  sone  helue  i  ne  kep  y  nenei^  ete  bred. 

I  wiu  pound   [I]  wil  kuf  e  on  hem  my  mi^t  f  &  dyngen  hem  al  to  douste.  104 

Whefer  fay  wille  on  fote  fijt  f  ouf er  on  horse  iouste, 
Send  hem  hider  to  me  anan  f  for  ich  hymen  her  dififye, 
Oufer  by  Mahoim  fat  made  man  f  f ou  schalt  wel  sore  a-bye. 

lhaveaiMn    Y  haue  wyb  myn  handes  two  f  y-slawe  kynges  tene,  108 

ten  kings,  ^  t       ^  u  v    o  i 

thi/* *^**" ^  ^^  schal  y  f e  now  or  f ov  go  f  fat  al  men  schal  it  sene." 
He  ukee  hie  he  dude  his  helm  ban  of  is  bed  f  &  set  him  doun  bat  tyde  : 

hehnotoffto  '^  r         J        > 


Of  f yng  he  hanef  fer  y-sed  f  an  answer  he  f ojte  a  byde.  Ill 


WHit  for  an 
answer. 

[leaf  2]      'TT  yng  Charlys  f  e  Sarsyns  speche  y-hurde^  f  &  so  dude  al  his  host, 
a"g«7»  .IV.  &  how  foule  fat  f e  freke  him  furde  f  blowyng  such  a  host ; 

He  was  atened  of  his  envy  f  he  tok  of  hym  so  lijte, 
and  asks       And  asked  of  Ry chard  of  normandy  f  if  he  knew  fat  knyjte        115 
he°!mows^  ^'  l'^*  °^*^  ^^^  f®^  ^  peryllous  f  &  auattntid  him  f o  so  ^eme. 
that  knight,   n  jjq  jjq  ^yLq\  bote  Ij  to  of  ous  f  bd  his  wordes  steme ; 

Proutelich  he  auawnttef  hem  i  wif  xij.  for  to  fijte.  118 

Wif  fe  beste  fat  buf  of  al  my  men  f  &  to  dulfulle  def e  hem  di3te.*' 

•Tee/  says    H  "jea,"  quaf  Ri[chard],  **  with  outen  of  f  y  knowe  him  wel  to  wisse ; 

Richard, 'it  ,"  t       •%^        •      t  •  '  •%  e\n 

is  the  great-  Hit  IS  OH  f e  grcttost  kyng  for  sof  :  fat  dwellef  in  hef emsse.        121 
heatheneese.'  j^  ^1  payuye  nys  pryucj  ne  kyng  f  fat  berf  so  gret  a  name  : 
f  orj  out  f  e  werld  of  is  beryng  f  spryngef  los  &  fame. 
Ne  doutef  he  kyng  ne  Emperour  5  fe  value  of  a  ryssche,  124 

far  for  hem  folwyf  al  fat  flour  f  fat  in  paynye  ysse." 
Then  the       %  fanuo  fc  kyng  gan  waxe  wrof  1  &  aboute  him  gan  be-holde, 

khig  swear*  f   -         > 

ilSr'drii!?     ^  ^y  seynt  dynys  a  swer  is  of  f  fat  after  fat  tyme  a  nolde 
more  uu  one  £|^  ^^  drynke  no  more  fat  day  f  for  none  kynnes  fynge,  128 

'  Oharlys  [sat  &]  hurde. 
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TO  AOCEFT  THE  CHALLENGE  j  BUT  HE  REFUSES.  5 

Or  on  of  hys^  in  god  aray  f  had  fojt  vrith  J)at  kynge.  ofhisiiw 

.  H  pe  'Emperour^  sir  Charlemayn  f  a  wondrede  of  fat  man :  that  king. 
More  wolde  he  wyte  fayn  i  &  of  Kichard  askef  fan 

What  ys  ri^te  name  was  f  fat  made  such  a  slaondre.  132 

"  Sire,"  said  he,  "  sir  Fyrumbros  i  fe  kyng  of  Alysaundre :  'And  the 

fjs  ys  he  fat  be-lay  f  Rome  f y  gode  Citee,  bSil/^w^i  he. 

&  fyn  relyqes  bar  away  f  fe  croune  &  fe  nailles  three,  135  ^eLmdSt? 
pat  f on  &  f yne  with  strengfe  of  hond  f  in  hef nisse  sum  tyme  wonne. 

To  cristenmen  in  many  a  lond  f  gret  sorwe  he  haf  by-gonne."  t^^  French 

f  Wan  fe  frensche  i-hurde  fys  f  sore  fay  wem  afri3te,  138  ft''«^t«'e<i- 
Was  non  of*  hymen  fat  wolde  y-wys  f  profryem  with  him  to  fijte ;      None  wooid 

Enereche  behuld  on  ofer  tho  f  hot  ech  man  held  hym  stiUe.  w™- 
Charlis  hot  is  lippen  tho  f  for  he  nad  no3t  is  wille, 

IT  He  clipede  is  neuewe  duk  Roland  f  bat  was  aman  of  mytte,  142  cnmrie«  prays 

^  '  </^     '  Roland  to 

&  prayede  him  faire  to  take  an  hond  f  8^en  hym  to  take  fe  fyjte.^      {J'hanlu*^''* 
Roland  answerede  wyf  egre  mod  f  &  sayde  so  most  he  f e,  RoUnd 

refuses, 

Lenere  him  were  he  were  wod  f  ofer  hanged  on  f e  tre, 

Or  he  wolde  euere  after  fan  f  for  hys  prayere  fijte  146 

Wyf  Sarasyn  ne  wtt^  cristen  man  f  nof  er  in  wrong  ne  rijte. 

'*  For  jester  neite  wan  we  had  fijt  f  jonder  out  on  f '  playne,  Deaf  %  Uck] 

A  fousent  f er  we  putte  to  flijt  i  &  x  f ousent  f er  wern  sleyne, 

&  My'  felawe  Erld  Olyuer  f  was  far  y-wouTided  sare ;  150 

Alle  je  hadden  be  a-slawe  ther  f  wttA  sarsyns  fat  f er  ware, 

Ne  had  fyn  dojjjjepers  f e  bet  i-swonke  i  ich  &  my  felawes : 

&  to-nijt  wan  fat  f ov  were  dronke  f  fan  fou  laidest  f y  lawes, 

&  saydest  fat  fyn  knyjtes  hore  f  hadden  wel  betere  ifyjt^  154 

fan  we  fat  jonge  knyjtes  wore  i  fat  disconfitedem  alle  vriHi  myjt. 

fyn  angre^  ous  greuede  sore  f  wan  fou  toke  of  ous  so  lyjt  \  ch*^"i 

At  al  men  know*  fat  far  weore  f  fat  f ov  saidest  ouwrijt,  insulted  him. 

fou  madest  fat  auawnt,  sof  to  saye  f  for  to  preyse  f e  selue.         158 

Ac*  Be-hold  abonte  now  y  praye  f  ouer  doid  on  euery  helue.  « Look  about 

^  ^     '^  ^  who  will  Uke 

Hwych  of  him  wil  take  fe  fijt  1  ajen  fat  Sarsyn  strong ;  «»« ft«»»^ 

•  hys  [pera]  in.  '  A^e  [J)e  sarsyn  to]  fyite. 

•  My  [owe].  ♦  MS.  altered  (?)  to  ifo3t.  *  >)yn  [speche] 

•  lie  MS,  ha$  a  line  draim  from  Ac  to  At  above ;  tJie  Ac  being  added 
before  Behold.  The  line  originally  ran : — Be-hold  aboute  y  }?e  praye  i  her  by 
euery  helue. 
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6    THE  KINO  STRIKES  HIM  :  ROLAND  THREATENS  HDf,  BUT  THEY  ARE  SEPARATED. 

for  I  win  not.*  For  y  ne  wil  nojt  by  god  almyjt  f  &  wyt  fat  |>yn  owen  wrong, 

&  ho  so  take))  hit  on  fy  part  f  y  swere  by  cryst  in  trone,  162 

Of  me  neuere  after-wart  f  loue  ne  get  he  none/' 
f  "  A  f  glotonn,"  saide  fe  Emp^rer  i  "  entempre  |><7U  bet^  fy  tonge^, 
If  ))ow  nere  my  cosyn  J?e  neer  1  wel  heje  scholdestou  be  honge."  165 
Chariet,  with  Wif  gloues^  Jjat  he  fan  had  an  bond  f  fat  wit^  gold  ibotened  were, 
SJii?d  in'the  ^  ^^  ^*^®  ®°^^*  ^®  ^^^  Rolond  f  fat  f e  blod  sprong  out  fere. 
R^unddrawi  f©  ^^^  *  sj^l®  f^nne  gan  to  sterte  f  &  drew  ys  swerd  anon,  168 

buttJwo&ew  &  wolde  ys  vncle  far-wif  herte  f  nad  of  re  betwen  hem  gon. 

8e  panto 

thtm.  IF  "  Alas  "  f  qnaf  Charlis  far  a  stod  f  "  wel  eory  now  may  y  be,' 

"Wan  he  fat  ys  my  flesche  &  blod  i  with  wepne  assayllef  me  : 
&  he  fat  scholde  me  socoury  f  to  ^en  myn  enymys  172 

Despysef  me  her  dispytously  f  &  telt  of  me  no  prys. 
Now  y  pray  to  god  of  heuene  f  fat  al  f yng  knof  &  seef , 
'Ne  lyue  he  nojt  f  ys  day  til  euene  f  wyf  oute  schentful  deef." 

Chariet        for  WKiffo  fa7i  him  crief  fe  kyng  f  &  het  to  taken  him  sone,       176 

orders  hlin 

to^put  to    &  swer  he  nolde  ete  ne  drynk  f  til  he  to  def  e  wer  done, 
but  Roland    IF  Roland  hold  ys  swerd  a-drawe  f  &  swer  bi  god  al  one 

swears  whoso 

comes  n««r    Ho  SO  ne^ed  him  schold  ba-sclawe  f  &  clone  dou»  to  be  stone. 

him  shall  ^  ' 

beshdiu       Wan  fe  frensche  men  ihurde  fys  f  fay  douted  him  for  to  fonde,  180 
fan  was  non  sa  hardy  y-wys  f  on  hym  to  leyn  no  honde. 

ogier  ^  Oger  spak  for  duk  Roland  f  &  praide  f  e  kyng  to  cesse, 

&  saide  "  sire,  je  dof  hym  wrong  i  to  smyten  him  on  f  is  presse. 
Wel  ofte  he  hauef  socourd  jow  f  &  of  30ur  fon  30V  venged,  184 

Wer  for  y  rede  cessyef  now  f  til  eft  hit  may  be  amended." 
[leaf  8]      /^Harlis  be-huld  fan  how  ys  blod  i  ran  doun  of  ys  face* 

CTiarles  i«i,  ,.,i  ,,  vi 

sorry.  V-/  f  e  lasse  him  wondrede  f  03  ys  mod  i  til  anger  gunne  mm  chace, 

fo3  he  for  him  fan  sory  were  f  no  wonder  for  sof  hit  nace  188 

Amonges  f e  lordes  alle  fere  f  ofte  he  saide  "  alace  ! 
Fader,  &  sone,  &  holy  gosf  f  wat'schal  y  don,"  he*  sede, 
"  Suf  f  e  f  e  man  y  trist  an  most  f  for-sakef  me  at  my  nede, 
&  dra3f  ys  swerd  bi-fore  my  f as  f  to  sle  me  3if  he  mi3te1  192 

fat  y  so  longe  scholde  lyue  alas  f  to  sen  hit  wit^  my  si3te ! " 

*  [mesure]  |k)u  heier  \>y  [speche], 

*  WiJ)  [J>e]  gloues.  '  [Now]  sory  may  y  be. 

*  These  wordt^  face,  chaoe,  nace,  alace,  are  altered  from  a  final  ^in  a  hand 
of  the  same  date,  *  MS.  he  [he.] 
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OLIVER,  WHO  IS  IN  HIS  TSKT,  WOUmOED,  HEAB8  OF  THB  SARAOBN's  CHALLENGE.      7 

IT  Duk  Neymes  fan  him  spak  anon  f  &  sayde  wordes  wyse —  ^^« 

"  At  f  is  tyme,  sir,  now  let  him  gon  f  he  wil  him  betre  auyae ;  wm  g<i** 

^e  habbe])  kny3tes  among  ous  her  f  ]>e  beste  ]>at  mo3e  be  founde,  196 
Sendef  anofer  doffeper  1  to  fi^te  wij)  ))at  hounde."  ""^nj^l 

IF  "By  god,"  quaf  fe  kyng,  "now  it  is  so  1  fat  Rolond  hit  haf  for  sake, 
y  knowe  non  obre  to  tristyng  to  i  batail  with  him  to  take,^  'i  know  none 

''  r  .^-o  7  but  Oliver/ 

Out-take  hys  felawe  Olyuere*  f  &  he  were  hoi  &  souTwie ;  200  «yr«ti»e»iinR, 
ac  he  lyf  hert  now  with  a  spere  f  &  berej)  a  gryslich  wonnde."  'and  he  ia 

f  As  he  J>a;me*  stod  &  ]?03te  f  to  wham  he  speke  may,  wouuded.' 

be  tydyngge  was  to  Olyuer  bro3te  i  f  er  he  on  bedde  lay  Meanwhile 

ly|IV©r  nilCl 

Of  f e  sarsyn  fat  was  y  come  f  &  of  f e  kyng  al  so,  204  g^J'  '*** 

&  how  Roland  haf  Charlys  vndemome  f  &  wold  nojt  fat  batail  do. 
IF  Wan  f e  Erld  hit  vnderstod  f  fat  Eolond  hit  nolde  take 
To  fijte  a3en  f  e  Sarsyn  wod  f  &  al  f or  wraf  f es  sake, 

&  nonofer  ne  profrede  him  nojt  f  fat  batail  to  vnde[r]fonge,       208  ""^^lyj"}**"® 
Him  was  ful  wo  fan  on  is  f o^t  f  &  of te  sekede  amonge ;  "^^  ^°^* 

Sone  he  arerd  him  after  ban  f  &  lokede  oppon  is  syde,  Roonheiifu 

&  saw  is  blod  how  Fdoun  1  it  ran  f  out  of  is  wonde  wyde  :  nnd  seeing 

*-  ■'  "  how  his  blood 

Hys  wouTide  was  fo  in  yuel  aray  f  &  for  Angwys  gan  to  chyne.  212  {Jj^^J"^ 
Olyuer  tok  his  mantel  of  say  f  gold  peynt  hit  was  wel  fyne,  tears  hie 

•      •  til  mantle  to 

&  rent  hit  al  to  peces  smal  f  &  f  er  wif  is  wonde  he  dijte,  pi«<»«, 

&  stoppede  is  wounde  ber  wyb  al  f  &  bond  hure  as  he  mi;te.  *"d  itopa  his 

^^  r  Jr  y  wound  with 

fan  he  clepede  ys  8q[uyer  f  Garyn,  &  til  hym  he  sayde :  216  *^- 

"  Do  fat  myn  armes  sone  be  heer  i  &  help  me  y  were  a-rayde  :  Then  caiis 

I  wil  fi3te  wyf  fat  hefene  kyng  f  as  crist  me  helpe  &  rede. 

ne  langede  me  neuere  more  do  fyng  f  fat  toched  marines  dede." 

IT  Garyn  fanne  ansuerede  aaen  f  "  sire,  wat  hast  bow  f oat  ?  220  His  squire. 

Wilt  f *  silf  willes  lete  fe  slen  f  f y  pwrpos  ne  preyse  y  no^t.  wiuTuf ™*^ 

By-f enk  fe  how  f y  blod  ys  schad  1  &  hast  a  grislich  wou/ide ; 

How  scholdest  fou  fi3te  fat  art  so  mad  f  wyf  fat  hefene  houwde  1 " 

IT  "  Let  of  f y  speche,"  f e  Erld  hym  saide  f  "  for  no  fyng  wil  y  spare,  [leaf  8.  back] 

Bot  y  made  til  hym  abrayde  i  of  blisse  y  were  al  bare.  225 

To  helpe  my  liege  lord  Charloun  i  to  batail  mot  y  fare,  but  oiiver 

insists. 

y  wil  hold  vp  his  renoiut  i  wyf  al  my  myjt  &  mare. 

•  [ffSki  battail]  with  him  to  take.  •  Out-take  [Jje  gode  erld]  Olyuere. 

'  As  he  [byjjojte  hiw]  f  aiioe. 
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8  OLIVER  ARMS,   MOUNTS  HIS  STEED,   AND  RIDES  TO  THE  KINO's  TENT, 


Hia  arms 
are  bronght, 
and  he  puta 
them  on. 


moanta  his 
Bleed, 


takes  hia 
shield  lUid 
spear, 


and  rides  to 
Charles'  tent. 


[leaf*] 
Roland  is 
sorry  that 


If  y  him  faillede  on  fys  nede  f  wan  Eoland  hit  haf  for-sake         228 

Jer  is  non  ofer,  so  god  me  spede  f  fat  wil  hit  vndertake : 

ne  schal  no  man  bet  proue  is  frende  f  hot  a-say  hem  on  his  nede, 

y  praye  y,  Graryn,  as  fou  ert  hende  f  go  bryng  pou  forf  my  wede." 

"  Sir,"  said  he  wel  delfolly  f  "  jjoj  hit  beo  nojt  my  wille  232 

y  wol  Je  armye  sykerly  f  fy  pwrpos  to  fulfiUe." 

his  armes  he  bryngf  him  Jeanne  anon  f  &  Olyuer  gan  him  schride, 

ynp  is  hosen  of  mayle  he  by-gon  f  nolde  he  no  leng  a-byde : 

&  eiippe  an  haberke  al  of  steel  f  on  is  body  he  caste,  236 

Garyn  hur  lacede  faire  &  weel  f  &  mad  hur  sitte  faste. 

His  hehn  he  settef  on  is  heuede  f  &  fastnede  J>e  auentaille. 

Hautecler  is  swerd  was  nojt  be-leued  S  he  gurd  him  Yriih  saun  faille. 

Garyn  his  gode  stede  hym  fette  f  pat  was  in  spaygne  ibojt ;         240 

pQ  erld  lep  vp  wyj)  oute  lette  f  his  st3rrop  trepede  he  no^t. 

And  smot  pe  stede  him  to  saye  f  wij)  is  spores  of  golde. 

fe  stede  was  god  &  lup  a  waye  f  wel  fifty  fet  i-tolde ; 

fat  gode  hors  blessede  he  f o  f  &  lonely  strek  ys  mane,  244 

He  mi3te  sikerly  hym  triste  to  f  hym  semede  wel  by  fane. 

"  Garyn,"  quaf  Olyuer,  "  wel  fe  be  f  f ov  hast  wel  kept  my  stede, 

If  y  may  lyue  &  come  aje  f  ^elde  y  wil  fy  mede."  247 

IT  Garyn  hi7W  fankede  &  tok  hym  ah  f  his  scheld  -with  hym  to  here, 

Ss  Olyiwr  hit  heng  a-boute  is  hals  f  &  til  him  tok  a  spere. 

wan  he  was  armed  on  horses  bak  f  a  fair  kny^t  a  was  to  see, 

a  iolif  on  wyf  oute  lak  f  bofe  strong  &  fers  was  hee. 

God  him  spede  for  his  mi^t  f  now  he  takf  ys  waye,  252 

wif  pe  werste  Sarsyn  wil  he  fijt  f  fat  he  dude  eu^re  a-saye. 

IT  fforf  fan  rod  he  stoutely  i  wel  i-armed  oppon  his  stede, 

ys  herte  was  god  &  sykerly  f  serued  him  to  do  fat  dede :  255 

he  lifte  vp  ys  bond  &  blessed  him  fan  f  &  recomaTidedem  to  god  almijte. 

To  Charlis  pauylloun  f e  way  he  nam  f  til  hym  rod  ful  rijte. 

AS  Charlys  was  in  his  greuaTice  f  stondyng  among  his  feren,  258 
&  couwsailede  with  f e  grete  of  f raunce  f  &  wit^  ys  dof f eperen, 
Eoland  drow  him  a-side  fare  5  among  hem  he  ne  keem, 
&  fan  he  by-gan  repentye  sare  f  fat  he  haf  greued  his  Eenu        261 
Wel  sore  him  greuede  fat  f e  kyng  f  was  angred  for  ys  sake, 
fan  had  he  leuere  fan  eny  f yng  f  had  he  fat  batail  take : 
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265 


268 


273 


per  to  wolde  he  f  anne  be  fayne  f  for  scliame  3if  he  niijte 

fFor  fat  batail  to  dereyne  f  profry  hym  forf  to,fi3te. 

IT  Olyuer  ridef  wyf  sper  &  scheld  f  in-to  f  e  pauylloun, 

Many  was  fe  kny^t  fat  him  beheld  i  wan  he  spak  ys  resoun : 

To  fe  kyng  said  he  among  fe  pres  f  *'  y  haue  fe  seraed  ^ore 

In  werre  &  eke  in  lond  of  pes  f  wel  seuen  ^ei^  &  moie, 

&  euere  suf  fe  y  haue  me  raid  f  redely  to  fy  seruyse, 

&  3at  i  holde  me  wel  apaid  f  to  don  f  e  same  gyse, 

for  y  haue  me  preued  on  f y  werre  f  to  fijte  a^en  fy  foes. 

In  many  a  lond  bof  ner  &  ferre  f  y  gate  me  prys  &  loes ; 

y  f ank  fe  fat  in  many  a  lond  f  my  name  ys  kud  aboute. 

&  namliche  be  cause  of  duk  Eolond  f  f  e  more  me  dof  me  doute, 

for  sif  f  en  to  gaddre  we  furstly  knewe  f  neuere  ous  two  to  sterte.  276 

We  habbef  be  f  el  awes  gode  &  trewe  f  in  body  &  eke  on  herte ; 

he  haf  me  holpen  in  many  plas  f  syn  we  to-gadre  come. 

y  f onky  fat  30W  &  godes  gras  i  fat  he  tok  frendschip  to  me. 

for  al  my  seruyse  y  haue  f e  don  f  y  pray  f  e  now  a  bone, 

Of  er  sond  ne  kep  y  non  f  so  f ow  hit  grante  sone.'' 

H  f  e  kyng  ansuerede  him  a-je  f  "  dure  frend,  say  f y  wille, 

be  it  castel,  burgh,  outher  Cite  f  &  ich  hit  wol  ful-fille. 

And  wan  we  comef  to  fraunce  f  more  mi^t  f  ou  craue, 

As  god  3yue  f  e  gode  chaunce  f  ask  on  Ss  f  ou  schalt  haue." 

IT  f e  Erld  hym  f onkef  lome  f  &  til  him  gan  to  sayne : 

"  Graunte,  sire,  f e  batayl  to  me  f  fe  sarasyn  to  fi3te  agayne, 

for  al  fe  seruyse  y  haue  f  e  do  f  y  aske  non  of  er  f  yng." 

Alle  fat  herd  him  wondrede  f 0  f  of  is  bold  askyng ; 

&  for  he  was  wonded  so  sore  i  fat  is  colour  was  ne^  a-go, 

hymen  wondrede  wel  f e  more  f  fat  he  therste  hym  profry  to. 

IT  fan  saide  Charlis  kyng  f  "  Olyuer,  what  hast  f ou  f o^t  1 

By-fenk  f ou  art  y-wound3yng  f  &  nej  f e  def e  ybro^t, 

&  art  no  waTpaT  ol  hewe  i  for^^f  e  blod  f  ou  hast  schad, 

&  f  y  wounde  ys  ^ut  al  newe  f  &  no  medecyn  nauef  ihad, 

how  mi^test  f  ou  now  fi^te  f  anne  f  f  y  mi^te  ys  f  e  be  reued, 

wyf  fat  my3ty  hef ene  manne  f  y  rede  f  fat  fou  leuet." 

IT  "  Nay,"  quaf  Opiver],  "  be  god  of  heuene  f  for  no  f  yng  wil  y  spare, 

no^t  for  grete  Citees  seuene  i  in  what  lond  fat  fay  ware. 
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10    OHABLES  RBlfONBTBATBS  ON   AOOOUNT  OF  OLIVER'S  WOUND,  BUT  CONSENTS. 

&  if  ^e  been  a  trewe  kyng  f  fat  batail  wil  y  haue."  300 

[ie»f  4.  back]  ^  "  No^t  by  my  wil  for  nofyng  "  f  said  he  so  god  him  sane. 
Then  bawne  ber  come  hi  fore  Charloun  f  Gweneloxm  &  hardree. 

Gvrenelonand        ,        ' 

SfbJr*~°**  Cristes  COTS  come  on  hure  croun  f  for  traytowrs  wem  hee ! 
Th^^ere     ^  J®  schul  hnren  after  J>ys  i  or  passede  ^eres  three  304 

ere  three"    fay  bc-tiaiede  fe  kyng  &  his  f  war-f or  fai  had  hure  fee, 
betmyedlhe  an  hongcd  bai  weren  &  to-drawe  f  her  after  bobe  two, 

king  Mid  ^        M  r  r  ' 

were  hanged,  ^g  for  traytouTS  jaf  fe  lawe  f  for  traysoun  fay  had  ido^. 

f aTine  wolde  fay  wel  fa3e  f  3if  f ei  mi3t  helpe  to  308 

They  say  to    fat  sii  Olyiiei  hadde  be  sl^e  f  &  to  fe  kyng  fay  saide  f  o  : 
th^Siril?***  IT  "  Syre,  hit  ys  ordeynt  be  parlyment  f  among  ous  to  ben  yholde, 
parliament,    j,^|.  ^^^  -^  rewarded  be  tweyre  assent  f  f  •  f  ridde  assenty  sholde  :  31 1 
deteSn^    Hit  ys  rewardet  ous  two  be  twyne  f  fat  Olyuer  schal  wende  &  take 
thatoirver     J®  batayl  wif  f e  3ond  Sarsyne  f  &  do  hit  for  f y  sake." 
uS  sJJJSS/  IT  fe  kyng  answerede  f is  traytours  f  "  Gweneyloun  &  hardree, 
answer.,       For  ^oui  iuggimcnt  out  of  cours  f  haue  ^e  muche  maugree !  315 

^"to  the**^  ^^^  schal  he  to  fat  batail  fare  f  on  him  ^e  hit  habbef  ypilt ; 
wSftoJSu     &  i^  f®  sarsyn  ouercompf  him  fare  f  certis  ^e  beref  f  gilt, 
if  he  &d!  •     -g^^y  ^  ^^^  ^^^  y  forfore  f  jif  hit  be  fallef  so, 

Bot  if  3e  bofe  for-fynk  hit  sare  f  ^our  lyues  schul  ^e  for-go."         319 
•Christ shield  "  So  crist,"  quaf  fay,  "  scheld  ous  fram  care  f  fat  batayl  mot  be  do, 

&  alf  03  he  ben  a-slawe  fare  f  what  mo  we  we  do  fer-to  1 " 
•May  he       Bv  twene  hem  ban  bay  sede  stille  f  "  ne  come  he  neuere  a^en ! " 

neverretum.'      ^  .  , 

For  fat  was  al  hure  herte  wille  f  fat  f e  sarsyn  schold  him  slen. 
chaflea        fl  Charlis  to  Oliuer  sdide  bo  f  "god  help  be,  dere  herte,  324 

wixhea  him  '^  ^  r  r    i  i 

Godepeed.     j^t  f{ni  mote  ouercome  our  fo*  f  &  come  a3eyn  in  querte. 
y  hope  f  e  scholde  spede  wel  f  nere  f  y  greuous  wounde, 
3ut  trist  y  to  god  fat  so  f e  schal  f  for  f yn  herte  is  hoi  &  sounde." 
Beyner,        fl  Wif  fat  com  forf  Duk  Keyner  f  fat  of  Genyue  duk  was  f o,      328 
father**        Olyuers  fader,  a  kny3t  ful  feer  f  for  him  his  hei-te  was  wo : 
says/sfvaon  "  Mcrcy,  quaf  he  to  kyng  Charloun  f  my  sone  ys  wonded  sore, 
hSUcanhe    ^^^^  ^7°^  1^  ^^'^  7^  ^^^^  adouw  f  how  mi3te  he  fi3te  more. 
******'*        He  ys  bofe  paal  &  feynt  f  &  3ut  me  greues  mor^  332 

'  [god]  for  traysoun,  &c.  •  ouercome  [f>y]  fo. 

^^^  From  him  ys  faUe  his  blod  adoun  .  how  mijte  he  fi3te  morel "      331 
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OLIVEB  RIDBS  OUT  TO  MEET  FEBUMBRAS,  AND  BIDS  HW  PRBPABB  TO  FIQHT.    11 


]mt  if  he  bee  fer  in  batail  atteynt  f  fou  lest  fy  los  f^ore." 
U  fan  him  answerede  Gweneylloun  f  &  Hardre  in  hure  scorn : 
"  J)ov  hast  y  dremed  of  venesouw  i  fov  mostest  drynke  a  torn. 
He  schal  do  now  fat  he  be-so3te  f  for  we  assentiej)  to : 
ho  80  wil  or  wil  hit  no^t  i  fat  batail  he  mot  do." 
H  "  3if  hym  fj  blessyng,  swete  Reyner  f  saide  Charlis  kyng, 
For  fi^te  he  mot  wyf  fat  sarsyn  f eer  f  me  semef  hi  hure  tellyng." 
fe  duk  hef  yp  an  he^  his  hond  f  &  blessede  his  sone  fare, 
&  Opiuer]  fat  was  wel  fre  to  fond  f  tok  is  leue  to  fare, 
for  him  praiede  many  a  wy^t  f  fat  god  him  scholde  spede, 
bofe  kyng,  duk,  erld  &  knyt  f  scholde  help  him  in  fat  nede. 

DVc  Oliuer  him  ridef  out  of  fat  plas  f  in  a  softe  amblere, 
ne  made  he  non  ofer  pas  i  til  fey  wem  met  y-fere^ : 
And  wan  he  cam  f  er  as  he  was  f  f  yderward  he  caste  ys  chere, 
&  fyndef  f  er  sir  Fyrumbras  f  liggyng  on  f  •  erf  e  there. 
H  Wan  he  saw  erld  Olyuer  f  a  tomf  him  fat  ofer  side ; 
A^eyn  him  for  to  arise  fer  f  dedeyngnede  he  f o  for  pride. 
fe  knyjt  him  ne^ede  f anne  neer  f  &  spak  til  him  fat  tide  : 
"  Arys  vp,  Sarsyn,  fat  ert  so  feer  f  no  lenger  ne  mijtou  bide ; 
*  til  fey  [oome],  &a 


OnmntSem 
andHardrM 
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'GlTehimtby 
bleMing' 
■ays  Um  king. 
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and  finds 
Ferumbras 
34g  lying  down. 


Oliver  calls 
to  bim/ Arise, 


[fan  him  answerede  Gweneylloun]  &  Hardre  in  hur  scorn  : 
b ou  [ha]8t  y  met  of  venysoun  [f  ou  mostest]  drynke  a  torn 
[He  mosto]  ytake  fat  he  bi-so^t  [for]  we  assentief  to 
Ho  so  wil  or  wil  hit  no^t  .  he  [mot  fat  batail  doj 
.     .     .     .     saide  charHs  f ou  ^if  hym  f  y  blessynge  .     •    • 

Sikerhe 

fe  duke  hef  vp  an-he^  his  honci  &  blessid  is  sone  fare ; 
&  Olyuer  was  fre  to  fond  &  forf  he  gan  to  fare. 
Por  him  prayed  e  many  wi3t  fat  god  him  scholde  spede, 
Bofe  of  baroun  &  eke  knyt  i  &  holp  him  in  fat  nede. 
Oliuer  tomef  him  f  anne  wif  an  hardi  chere, 
Toward  fat  hef ene  manne  he  ridef  a  softe  amblere ; 
Til  he  cam  fer  fat  he  was  him  f 03te  ech  stap  was  fre. 
At  f e  laste  ne  fyndef  Fyrumbras  liggyng  vnder  a  tre. 
Whan  he  of  saw^  Sir  Opyuer]  he  twmef  fat  of  re  side, 
Him  dedeygnede  to  him  arise  fer,  so  ful  he  was  of  pride. 
fe  knyjt  him  ne^ef  ner  &  ner,  &  spake  to  him  as  he  lay, 
&  askude  of  him  what  he  were  fat  made  such  aifray, 
'  of  saw  added  above  the  line. 
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12  FBBUMBBAS  DESPISES  OUVBR's  OHALLBNOB,   AND 

&  ])at  augnt}^nggej)at  povL  hast  mad  f  &  ^ou  hit  meyteyne  woUe  352 
jjddrfend     Loke  fat  J>ou  be  armed  sad  f  &  hele  py  bare  scoUe  : 
I  Mn  oonM  to  y  am  come  her  .o.  semple  knyjt  f  y-redy  wiHi  fe  to  fijte,  354 

flffht  witb 

thee/  yf  Jou  fyn  au^t^Dt  perfomy  my^t  f  a-rys  vp  anon  &  dijt  J?e." 

PerurataPM     fl  Fyrumbras  on  him  glente  ys  eyae  f  scomfullich  &  low  : 

UTS  soorn-  o  v        .» ^ 

kmrwwt  mlT*  "  ^^>"  saide-ho,  '*  fy  grete  foleye  f  y  rede  fe  for  fy  prow, 
SS^offi'to*'  For  if  }wu  yknewe  me  ari3t  f  my  doynge  &  my  creaunce,  358 

™*'       fou  noldest  profry  me  no  i&jt  f  for  al  fat  gold  of  fraunce. 
dtho*  I  am    Al  f  03  y  ben  her  my  self  al  one  f  a  gret  lord  am  y  holde, 

A  kyng  ycrounede  on  my  trone  f  J?e  richeste  man  on  molde. 
I  am  Pemn-  Fyrumbras  is  my  name  f  of  Alysandre  kyng  y-tolde,  362 

the  uoubier    ^^  ^  f®  worlde  8p[r]yngeJ)  fame  f  of  myne  dedes  bolde. 
ofchrietin-    ^  WyJ)  my  werres  y  haue  a-nyed  i  muche  of  cristendome, 

&  spayne  &  poyle  y  haue  distryed  f  J?e  Citee  eke  of  Rome ;  365 

I  slew  the      fer  slow  ich  f  afi  [fe]  pope  prout '  &  al  his  Cardynales  fat  yfond, 
hu  cardinals,  &  alle  fat  wem  of  f e  rout  f  y  slow  he?^  with  myn  hond, 
and  took  the  ^  banne  tok  ich  be  croune  of  thorn  i  &  be  nayles  three. 

Crown  of  '  '  r  ^  ^ 

a!e*Nsiis**    fat  paynede  crist  wan  he  was  bom  f  on  f e  rode  Tree, 

and  sent       &  ssud  hem  to  be  Amerel  Balaan  1  my  fader  to  present.  370 

them  to  the 

Emir  BaUn,   Muche  del  of  cristcndam  f  y  haue  y-slawe  &  brent : 

my  father.  "^  '' 

Original  &  fat  auaunt  fat  he  gan  make  ;if  he  metenye  wolde  352 

draft,     X  preydem  army  him  for  fat  sake  for  vriih  him  fijte  he  scholde. 
Fyrumbras  on  him  glent  his  eye  scornfuly  <fe  low : 
"  Lef  f  ou,"  seid  he,  "  f  y  foleye,  y  rede  f  e  for  f  i  prow ; 
If  fou  yknewe  me  ari^t  &  wat  is  my  creance,  358 

f ou  woldest  profrie  me  no  fi3t  for  al  fat  gold  of  fraunce. 
f  03  y  be  her  now  al-one  a  gret  lord  ic/t  am  iholde, 
A  kyng  [y-]crouned  on  my  trone,  f  e  richest  man  of  molde. 
Fyrumbras  ys  my  name,  of  Alisandr^  ich  am  kynge,  362 

In  tal  f  e  world  spryngef  fame  of  my  wel  bcrynge. 
ic^  am  filke  fat  haf  destruied^  muche  of  cristente  : 
Al  Spaygne  an[d]  poile  y  haue  anuyed,  &  Rome  ^our  o^e  Cite, 
far  y  slow  f e  pope  of  Rome  &  alle  his  cardinals,  366 

&  aUe  fat  wolde  no^t  loute  to  me  f anne  slow  ich  als : 
far  tok  ich  f e  croune  of  f om  &  f e  nailes  f re, 
fat  peyne  crist  wan  he  was  bom  on  f e  rode  tre, 
&  sende  hem  my  fader  Balahen  &  t\i  hem  to  present.  370 

Miche  puple  of  cristen  men  me  selr  y  haue  i-schent 
*  destruied  [Rome]. 
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ENQUIRES  WHO   HE   IS,  AND   WHO   HAS  SENT   HIM. 


13 


Tram  babylony  fat  ys  my  owe  tour  f  in  to  [})e]  rede  see 
Al  fe  lordes  of  honour  i  hure  londes  holdef  of  me. 
lerusalemf  naym,  &  ierico  i  ich  wan  wyf  my  prowesse, 
&  alle  fe  tonnes  aboute  al  so  f  boj>e  more  &  lesse.^ 
J)e  croys  J>at  ibe«us  deyd  an  f  &  fe  sepulcre  al  so, 
yiiih  dede  of  armes  icb  hem  wan  f  &  relyqes  many  mo." 
IT  f  anne  saide  Olyner  "  by  my  croun  f  y  hure  wel  by  f  y  sawe 
f  ow  hast  y-do  distruccton  f  myche  to  cristen  la  we ; 
&  hast  al  so  y-mad  envy  f  wij)  c^m^ene  men  to  fi3te, 
of  alle  oure  jonder  company  i  wiJ)  .xij®.  f  e  moste  of  mi^te. 
&  y  am  her  bote  a  demeyne  kni^t  f  of  J>e  realme  of  fraunce, 
&  am  y-come  wyf  fe  to  fi3t  f  for  al  J?y  grete  bobbaunce. 
Arys  vp  laply  &  fyn  helm  do  on  f  &  aray  J>e  on  fy  stede, 
&  grayfe  fe  to  fi^te  wif  me  anon  f  or  elles  y  make  fe  blede." 
H  fe  Sar3yn  gan  to  lawe  smere  f  &  to  0[lyuer]  sayde  fan : 
"  Wat  wendest  fou  now  so  me  a-fere  5  f ov  art  an  hastif  man, 

'  At  the  bottom  these  lines  (the  drd  and  4th  in  a  different  hand) : 
Duk  OPyuer]  priked  in-to  J?e  feld  \>er  J>e  Sai3yn  lay, 
Wel  y-armed  -with  sper  k  sheld  his  haraeys  was  so  gay. 
ITkese  are  crossed  tkrovgh  and  tvere  probably  a  substitute  for  lines 
345}  between  which  a  line  is  erased^  though  written  in  the  margin."] 
Do  on  |>yn  helm  oppon  J?yn  hed  .  &  lep  oppo»  \>y  stede 
If  \>o}i  mi^te  pr(>ue  |7at  \>flu.  hast  sed  .  let  se  hit  now  in  [dede] 
which  seem  to  be  a  substitute  for  lines  384-5. 


378 


FromBa)^- 
Ion  to  the 
R«d8e*aUifl 
miue. 
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sej|)ulehre  aiid 
many  more 
reliques/ 
Then  says 
Oliver,  *  Thott 
hast  done 
much  harm 
to  Christians. 


382  I  am  here  but 
a  lowly 
knight  to 
fight  with 
thee. 
Arise,  and 

Srepare  to 
ghtwith 

386  The  Saracen 
says, 


344» 


Fro  Babalony  be  he3e  tour  in-to  )>e  rede  se  Original 

Al  J?e  lordes  of  honour  alle  fay  holde]}  of  me  ;  draft, 

leru^ol^m  &  ierico  ioh  wan  Yfith  my  prouesse  374 

&  al  aboute  tonnes  mo  bo)>e  more  &  lesse. 
be  croy3  bat  jour  god  dayd  an^  &  fe  sepulcre  also 
Wyf  dede  of  armes  ich  am  wan,  &  reliqes  many  mo." 
Opyuer]  saide,  "  by  my  croun  y  haue  y-herd  )>y  sawe  :  378 

J)ou  hast  do  muche  distrucciouw  to  bure  cAns^ene  lawe 
&  hast  mad*  fy  avy  wyf  xy  men  for  to  fijte 
Oi  al  oure  jonder  company  f  e  aire  beste  knyjte. 
Y  am  her  a  meyne  knyjt  y-comen  out  of*  fraunce,  382 

Al-redy  now  witA  J)e  to  fijt  for  al  by  gret  bobauTice. 
Arys  vp  &  anon  do  on  f yn  helm  &  lep  oppon  fy  stede, 
A  rap  «  .  .  redy  ray  fe  wel  &  elles  y  make  fe  blede." 
J>e  Sarajyn  law  .  .  .  smere  &  to  Oliuer  sayde  fan :  386 

"  Wenist  J)OU  so  me  a  fere  1  fou  ert  an  hastife  man. 
*  ^our  god  [was]  an  [ido],  '  &  [nosf]  hast  mad. 
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H  OUVER  HAVINO  TOLD   HIM,   TUE   SARACEN   ASKS 

Er  y  remuvie  me  of  f ys  place  f  fat  sofe  J?ou  schalt  me  telle,         388 
'Who  art      Of  wat  kumie  comen  bov  wace  f  <fe  by  name  wyten  i  wiUe, 
jent  thea       ^  Qf  j,y  comyng  whar  for  it  ys  f  &  ho  Jje  hiderward  sente. 
and  what  la    y  wol  wyteii^  fat  sobe  of  bys  f  &  wat  is  byn  entente : 

&  wan  Jwit  y  know  it  wyterly  f  fe  sof e  fat  f ou  saye,  392 

fan  schal  y  sykerly  f  arise  vp  and  me  arraye." 
Oliver  an-      U  fan  him  ansuerede  Olyuer  f  wyf  stome  contynaunce : 
chariM  **^    "  y  am  y-sent  to  f e  heer  i  by  Charlis  kyng  of  fraunce. 
to  say,  Turn  Charlis  f  e  sente  be  me  to  say  f  f  ov  tomdest  to  crestendome,         396 

to  Christen-  '  *>       >  ? 

dom,  or  else   &  f or-soke  f  y  false  lay  f  &  to  foUojt  sone  f  ov  come : 

belyue  f ou  scholdest  on  god  almi3t  f  fat  for  ous  gan  blede, 

fight,  or  flee.'  &  elles  y  chalenge  wif  f  e  to  fijt  f  oather  y  schal  haue  f  y  stede, 

&  fleo  foY  schalt  of  fis  lond  f  as  a  ladde  dof  on  fy  fote.  400 

Charlis  sent  to  fee  fis  sond  f  f  ou  ne  ge[te]8t  non  of  re  bote." 

•chHitian     H  "  ChrUieixB  knyjt,"  qnaf  Fyrumbras  1  "  f  ou  art  a  wonder  gome : 

Perumlras,    w  Is  non  haste  in  bys  cas  f  to  fi;t  mi  mowe  we  come. 

'there  IS  no     '^  '''  '     ' 

**"•*•  Ac  for  f  OU  tellest  so  litel  of  me  f  ne  were  it  for  repreue,  404 

By  Mahoun,  fat  ys  my  vowee  i  of  f yn  heued  y  wolde  fee  reue. 
Ten  me  one    Ac  tel  me  0  byng  nof  eles  i  er  we  to-gadre  fi?te.. 

thing,  before  *v    o       #  «  ^     r 

**^***'  *  MS.  wynten,  marked  for  correction. 

Original  Or  ich  remuwy  of  f ys  plas  fat  sof e  f ou  schalt  me  telle  388 

draft,     Qf  ^at  kyn  y-come  f ou  was,  &  f y  name  wyte  ic^  chille, 
&  war-for  fy  comyng  is,  &  ho  be  hider  sente. 
Y  wil  wite  fat  sof e  of  fis  &  what  is  f yn  entente. 
&  wan  y  knowe  hit  wyterly  fat  hit  is  sof  fat  fow  saye,  392 

fan  schal  y  sykerly  arys  vp  &  me  a-raye," 
IF  fan  him  ansuerede  olyuer  wyf  sterne  continance : 
"  Y  am  y-sent  to  f *  her  by  Charlis  kyng  of  fraunce ; 
Charlis  f  e  sente  by  me  to  say  f  ou  tome  to  cristendome,  396 

&  reneye  f y  false  lay  &  to  foUojt  sone  f ou  come ; 
by-lyue  f ou  scholdest  on  god  almy3t,  fat  for  ous  gan  blede, 
&  elHs  ich  chaulange  vtiih  f •  to  ^t,  ofer  y  wil  haue  f i  stede. 
Fleo  f  ou  a-way  out  of  \i8  lond  as  an  harlot  al  afote.  400 

Cpiarlis]  sent  f e  such  a  sond,  fou  getest  non  ofer  bote." 
IF  "  Crestene  knyjt,"  qwaf  F[yTumbra8],  "  fou  ert  a  wonder  gome. 
Ke  haste  no^t  me  myche  in  fis  cas  to  n3te  fou  my^t  wel  come. 
Ac  for  fou  lotest  so  lite  of  me,  nere  hit  for  repreue,  404 

By  Mahoun  fat  ys  my  vowe  of  f yn  heuede  wold  y  f e  reue  I 
Ac  tel  me  o  f  ynge  nof  eles  or  we  to-gadre  fi3te, 
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&  say  me  so])  &  no  lees  f  as  help  ))ee  ))y  god  almi3te. 
of  C[liarli8]  J>at  ys  30x11  Emperer  f  of  whame  men  stondef'  aye, 
&  of  duk  Roland  fat  ys  so  fier  f  fe  sofe  fan  me  saye, 
&  ek  of  is  felawe,  Erld  Olyuer  1  tel  me  y  fe  praye, 
And  of  dak  Berard  of  mouTidisdier  1  what  manere  men  huf  f  aye. 
H  "  Sarsyn,**  saide  f e  gode  kny^t  f  "  J?at  sofe  schaltou  here. 
Charlis  ys  so  strong  in  fijt  f  he  fyndef  nowar  is  pere : 
&  Rolond  ys  so  muche  of  myjt^  f  so  coraions  &  so  fere, 
fat  nowar  nys  founde  non  so  wyjt  f  wan  he  ys  on  ys  gere. 
Olyuer  y  erld  ys  nojt  so  god  f  fe  sofe  for  to  saye, 
Ac  he  ys  a  man  he^  of  mod  f  Sarasynj  to  yule  arraye. 
Onys  y  wiste  oppon  a  day  f  fat  he  slow  kynges  three 
fat  lyued  on  jour  false  lay  f  &  tweyne  mad  he  flee : 
Ac  he  slow  Sarazyns  on  fat  place  f  [so  do3tilich  fat  t]yde 
fat  al  f e  feld  y-«trawed  wace  i  of  hymen  on  euery  syde. 
Teny  is  sone  duk  Berard  f  ys  a  noble  knyjt. 
\er  ys  no  dof f eper  fat  nys  hard  f  &  strong  iholde  &  wyjt 
Now  haue  y  told  f  e  f yn  askyng  i  for  f y  fer  arys  yp  sone 
'  &  Bolond  ys  so  [noble  a  kni]. 


ofCharlM 
andBoUnd, 
410  andofOUver, 
"        udBenrd.' 


414 : 


Oliver  aayt, 
'Charles  is  to 
strong  he  has 
no  equal, 
and  nowhere 
is  such  a 
knight  as 
Roland.' 
Oliver  Is  not 
so  good,  but 
i.1  j)  once  he  slew 
***^  Uiree  kings, 
and  made 
two  to  flee. 


422  Berard  Is  a 
noble  knight. 


Now  I  have 
told  thee, 
arise  and  put 
on  thy  gear. 


&  say  me  sof  &  no  les,  so  helpe  f  e  f y  dri3te !  Original 

Of  f i  lord  kyng  Charlouw,  of  wam  men  stondef  aye,  draft, 

&  of  Roland  fat  knyjt  of  gret  renoun  f e  sof e  f ou  me  saye ; 

&  of  his  felawe  oHuer  tel  me,  y  fe  praye,  410 

&  eke  of  Berard  of  moundisder,  wat  maner  men  buf  f  aye." 

"  Sara^yn,"  saide  f e  gode  kny3t,  "  fat  sof e  y  telle  f e  here. 

Chariifl  ys  so  stronge  in  fi3t  he  fyndef  no-war  is  pere, 

&  E[oland]  is  an  hardi  man,  so  strong  man  &  so  wi^t,  414 

fat  in  no  batail  fer  he  cam  .  ne  fond  he  neuere  kny3t, 

fat  onys  a  strok  hym  astod  fat  he  on  \i\m  leide, 

fat  he  ne  afifhldem  were  wod,  ouf er  slowe  at  a  braide. 

Olyuer  his  felawe  is  no3t  so  god,  to  sof  e  i  f  e  telle, 

Ac  nof  eles  he  is  a  man  of  mod  hef  ene  men  to  quelle. 

Y  wiste  onis  on  a  day  war  he  slow  kyngea  fre,  418 

fat  bi-leuede  on  f e  false  lay  &  tweye  he  made  fle ; 

He  laide  on  Sarajyns  on  fat  plas  so  do^tilich  wtt^  wille  420 

fat  al  f e  feld  y-strawid  was  of  Sar8}Tis  fat  weren  ille. 

Terry  is  sone,  sire  Berard,  is  a  noble  kny3t, 

&  alle  fe  of  re  doiepers  buf  do3ty  men  <fe  wi^t. 

Kow  y  haue  f  e  al  itold  ne  tarie  f  ou  me  no  mere ;  424 
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And  do  on  pyn  helm  pou  hejjene  kyng  f  &  let  so  wat  fou  canst  done, 
&  bot  fou  fe  rafere  gynne  to  spring  f  y  swere  by  crist  on  trone    426 
Sone  getest  \>6\x  euyl  endyng  f  with  my  swerd  y  wil  fee  slone." 
TheStraoMi  ^  fafi  fe  sarsyn  huld  vp  ys  hed  i  after  fe^  wordes  felle, 
artafooL      ^  sayde,  "kny3t  pon  art  a  qued  f  to  make  me  such  a  spelle, 
Litue  Lite]  prowesse  for  me  it  were  5  wib  a  vauasot^r  for  to  melle,  430 

proweM  *  ' 

meto'flSit    ^^^  ™y  swerd  fat  ys  here  f  ellis  y  wolde  fe  quelle." 

J^iliJ/         IF  "  Sarsyn,"  quaj>  Olyuer,  "  let  now  ben  f  f y  prude  &  fy  manace ; 

BuyTofw'er.    Or  be  Sonne  hure  sette  bou  schalt  sen  f  of  by  blod  ful  bis  place. 

*  ere  the  sun  /  v  #       * 

Mt  fow  schalt  f e  3elde  recreent  f  oufer  her  rijt  schaltou  dye."  434 

yield.*  ^q  San^yn  saide  "  verament  i  y  hope  fov  schalt  lye." 

His  scheld  tok  he  \>o  til  hym  ner  f  &  laide  vnder  ys  hed  an  hye : 

The  Saracen  Hym  dredej)  nofyng  of  Olyuer  f  no  more  fan  of  a  flye ; 

Oliver  1^  For  he  was  strong  &  coraious  f  &  hej  man  of  parage,  438 

*  ^"  Him  semede  it  nas  nojt  worf  a  lous  f  batayl  wij?  him  to  wage, 
•chiiftian/  IT  "  Christene  kniat,"  quab  Firu7?ibras  f  "  y  haue  of  be  god  game, 

■ayf  Ferum-  ^         *.      i  *f  #      o       o 

^Sn'me  thy   ^®^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  f^  P^  "  ^^^^  y^  P7  ^^3^  name ; 
name  aud      ^  ^f  ^^t  kyn  fou  ort  y  come  f  tel  me  al  fat  sof e."  442 

•chiryn/  says  "  Garyu,"  quaf  Opyuer],  "  Gwylmynes  sone  f  y  tel  f e  wyf  outen  of e  : 
*WM  i*U)rai    ^^  Perigot  ich  was  y-bore  f  a  borgeys  dude  me  gete. 
y  haue  trauayld  her  be-fore  f  wel  herde  for  my  mete, 
At  Court       Til  ich  me  droj  to  courte-ward  f  &  an  seruise  di3to  me  fare ;         446 


Original  If  f ou  ert  to  fijte  bold,  arys ;  &  do  on  f y  gere, 
draft.     &  l[)ote  f ou  f e  raf er  haue  y-do  y  make  myn  be-heste, 
'  y(i\h  my  swerd  y  schel  f e  slo  3if  fat  hit  wil  leste." 
fan  f e  Sara3yn  held  vp  ys  hed  .  wanne  he  had  herd  him  telle 
&  saide,  ''  luiy3t,  f  ou  ert  a  qued  to  make  such  a  spelle. 
Litel  prouesse  for  me  hit  were.  witA  a  uauysour  for  to  melle,        430 
WM  my  swerd  fat  is  here  ellys  y  wold  fe  quelle." 
"  Sars^yn,  quaf  0[lyuer],  let  fw  ben,  f y  prude  &  f y  manace ; 
Or  Sonne  .  .  .  sette  f  ou  schal  y  sen  of  fy  blod  ful  \is  place, 
pou  schalt  fe  3elde 434 

[(1)  10  lines  missing.^ 

[iopofcoL2] saie  wit^uten  [of  e]  443 

[At  Perigot  ich]  was  [y-bore,  a  borgeys  dude]  me  gete 

y  haue  trauayled  her  oifore  many  many  for  my  mete 

At    ...    y  drow  to  courtward  an  seruise  ic/t  f  er  me  di3te,     446 
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^an  s^rued  ich  fe  kynges^  sty  ward  i  [seuene^]  ^bt  &  mare  :  iiTT^wd 

He  bar  my  los  to  Charlis  kyng  f  for  my  gode  seruyse,  hJ^  mj 

fat  he  3af  me  lond  &  oferfyng  i  &  halp  me  in  fis  wyse  :  SESSSil* 

pe  kyng  Bxippe  mad  me  kny^te  1  to  seruie  him  in  is  werre,  450  me  kuight. 
&  he  me  sente  wif  Jje  to  fijte  f  com  on  jif  fov  derre."  D«j[«.  b«ck] 

IF  Wan  0[lyuer]  hym  haue))  al  itold  i  Fyru7?ibras  gan  to  smyle  :         !ure»/*^***^ 
"  Garyn,"  quaf  he,  "  fou  art  ful  bold  f  hot  lust  to  me  a  wyle  :  lSd!*~ 

Why  ne  sendef  he  duk  Eolond  i  with  me  for  to  ^te,  454  ^^  J^' 
Ouj)er  olyuer  vrith  fe  harde  bond  i  fat  is  so  god  a  knijte ;  S?*ou?«r, 

Ofer  duk  bera[r]d  of  montdisdier  i  OMper  Ogeroun  fe  wi^te]"  *^o*^n?' 

" Parfay  "  ansuerede  erld  Olyuer  f  "  fay  ban  of  fe  dispijte  'Faith/ 


Bniwera 

f ar-for  y  am  to  f e  y-sent  i  to  spelie  fai  dojty  men  :  458  2[i^*j;;'y{J2[ 

for  fo^  y  ben  in  batail  schent  i  it  ys  no  lest  for  hem. 

Arys  vp  now  &  don  f yn  helm  f  f y  scheld  &  [eke]  fy  gere,  i^tti52i£* 

&  kep  fe  silue  wtt^  oute  herm  f  &  be-fenk  f e  self  to  were. 
Oufer  be  fe  def  fat  f  schel  deye  f  y  ^eue  f e  such  a  stroke,  462 

fat  f ou  hiw  neuej'e  schalt  clowe  a-weye  I  wile  f ou  f y  lyf  mijt  broke." 
IT  "  By  my  fayf ,'*  quaf  Firumbras  i  "  haue  f is  wel  in  mynde, 
Neuere  ne  fajt  y  jut  in  plas  "  wit^  man  of  lowe  kynde, 
*  fe  [hej]  styward.  *  MS.  sone. 

&  scrued     ....     styward  &  memdew  with  al  my  mijte :  Oingmal 

'He  [bar  my  los  to  Charlis  kyng]  fat  he  me  gan  auawnee,  draft. 

&  jaf  me  beste  lond  [&  thyng]  fat  be  in  f e  realme  of  fraunce, 

Charlis  [su)?fe  mad  me]  knyjt  to  seruie  him  on  his  werre,  450 

He  seFnte]  me  hider  with  [be]  to  fijt,  asay  now  [if]  pou.  derre." 

Wan  Oflyuer  hym]  hauef  [al  i-]told  F[yrumbras]  gan  to  smyle : 

he  [said J  "  Garyn,  f  ou  ert  M  bold,  but  lust  to  me  a  while : 

Wy  [nej  sendef  he  hider  sir  Eoland  with  me  for  to  fijt,  454 

EOufer]  Oflyuer]  witJi  fe  herde  hand,  fat  ys  so  noble  a  knijt, 
Ouf er  Be]rard  of  mou^edisder,  of  er  sir  Oger  f  e  wijt  1 " 
"  Parfay,"  fan  said  Olyuer,  "for  fay  ban  of  fe  dispijt, 
farfor  y  am  to  fe  y-sent  to  spelie  fai  dojty  men,  458 

f  03  y  ben  in  batail  schent :  it  is  ne  lest  for  hem. 
Ans  vp  now  &  do  on  f yn  helm  f y  scheld  &  f y  gere, 
&  lep  vppon  by  stede  arijt  &  by-fenk  f e  for-to  were ; 
Oufer  by  fe  fayf  fat  y  schal  to  kyng  Charlemeyn  462 

On  fyn  heued  y  ^eue  f*  a  knal  &  cleue  fe  in-to  fe  brayn." 
"  By  my     .     .     faif ,"  quaf  F[yrumbras],  "  haue  f is  wel  in  mynde, 
Neuere  ne  faujte  y  jut  in  plas  with  no  man  of  so  lowe  kynde 

FERUMDRAK.  0 
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Bote  wyf  duk  ouf er  Erld  of  iny^t  f  oufer  kyng  y-crouned  free.     466 
•If  I  slay      J)(^  y  slowe  J>e  her  in  fijt  f  what  pry  a  were  fat  for  me? 
•*wh«?honour  ^®^  woldo  sayTi  y  were  to  blame  f  wyj)  such  on  for  to  fijte, 
would  It  be?  £q^  jjq^j  haddest  a  betere  name  f  fan  Garyn  a  pore  knijte. 
S?r*i^5iu**  ^^  ^  yj^  7  schal  now  for  fe  do  f  i  dude  it  neuere  to  wi3te.         470 
^^'  37^  P^^  ^*  assenty  to  f  in  armes  y  wil  me  di3te, 

&  lepe  y  wol  now  on  my  stede  f  <fe  here  to  J>e  a  spere, 
with  anofer  ryd  po\x  to  me  f  wyf  a  cors  of  werre, 
Als  so  harde  as  fou  mixt  flynge  on  f  a-rede  me  on  fe  schelde ;     474 
y  schal  \>e  harmles  lete  gon  i  &  falle  y  wil  on  fe  felde ; 
^b2"  ^****    ^*^  f^^  fanne  my  gode  stede  f  &  f y  beste  fer-wyf  fou  do, 
KJdhim      ^  ^  Charlis  poix  him  lede  f  &  eke  my  scheld  al-so. 
to  chwie*,     g^y  JjI^  fanne  as  fy  god  fe  saue  f  fat  f ov  hem  y-wonne  heer,     478 
and  tell  him  &  ^if  he  fenkef  more  to  craue  f  ^to  me  send  he^  Olyuer, 
Sp"^?and,     Oufer  Roland,  fat  is  so  strong  in  fi3t  f  of er  f e  scot  Gwylmer, 
SJe^scot,™"^   Terry,  oufer  Gy  fe  hardy  kni^t  f  Berard,  oufer  Ogier. 
wQajf'       &  if  it  FbeT  so  fat  on  al-one  f  ne  dar  nojt  fat  batail  take,  482 

or  Berard,  i.      j         *  y    r 

oro^,       fey3  fay  come  euerechone  f  nel  ich  he;?*  no3t  for-sake." 
iiSiIii*not     ^  "  t^^  spekest  folie,"  saide  Olyuer  f  "  &  makest  muche  delaye, 

* — *  [|>aMne]  send  he. 

Original  Bote  it  wer  duke  or  erld  ful  Avi3t,  oufer  kyng  y-crouned  fre.  466 

draft,     fcQ^  y  gie  f e  in  such  a  fi3t,  what  pris  wer  fat  for  me  ] 

Men  wolde  sayn  y  were  to  blame  wyf  such  on)  for  to  fi3te. 

Bote  f  ou  haddest  a  better  name  fa^i  Garyn  a  pore  kny3t<?. 

IF  Ac  0  fjmgfl  y  schal  for  fe  do,  y  dude  hit  neue?*e  to  wi3te  :        470 

If  f  ou  wolt  assenty  to,  in  armes  i  wil  me  di3te, 

&  take  y  wol  my  stede  &  here  to  fe  a  sperre, 

Wif  an  of  er  rid  f  ou  to  me  wit^  a  g?et  cors  of  werre 

As  harde  as  fou  mi3t  flyng*  [on  a-]rede  me  on  my  scheld.  474 

y  shal  f  e  harmles  lete  gon,  &  falle  y  wil  on  feld, 

&  take  f  ou  f  awne  my  gode  stede  f  y  best  f  er  w/t/i  to  do ; 

&  To  C[harlis]  f  ou  hi?/i  lede  &  eke  my  scheld  al-so ; 

Say  him  as  fy  god  f  e  saue  how  f  ou  hit  getest  her,  478 

Bot  3yf  he  f  enkef  more  to  craue  sende  hider  Oliuer, 

Oufer  Eoland  fat  ys  so  strong  in  fi3t,  ofer  f e  scot  Gwilmer, 

Terry,  oufer  Gy  fe  hardi  kni3t,  berard,  oufer  Ogier. 

&  if  hit  ys  so  fat  on  al-one  wil  no3t  fe  batail  take,  482 

f ey3  fay  come  euerechone  nel  ich  no3t  hem  for-sake." 

"  f ou  spekest  as  fol,"  qua[f]  0[liuer],  "  &  makest  moche  delaye ; 
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Wi^  fyn  auawnt  fou  makest  heer  f  f ou  ne  mi3t  no3t  me  amaye. 

fy  stede  ys  myn,  y  haue  y-fo^t  f  wather  fou  wile  or  no,  486 

f er-of  schalt  fou  me  lette  no3t  f  fat  hit  ne  schal  be  so. 

fyn  anawnt  worf  dere  abo3t  f  fyn  heued  J)ou  schalt  for-go. 

To  do  ))at  batail  fou  hast  i-so3t  f  al  redy  am  y  farto. 

IT  Arys  vp  fer-for  hastely  f  &  aray  fe  wel  to  fi3te,  490  [leaf  7] 

Ouf er  y  swere  be  fat  Mary  f  fat  bar  fat  child  of  mi3to, 

no  lenger  wil  y  spary  f e  f  for  al  f y  grete  bostyngge  : 

bot«  liggyng  her  y  wol  f  e  sle  f  wit^-oute  more  drecchynge." 

IF  Fi[rumbras]  gan  to  waxe  wrof  f  &  vp  bi-gan  to  sitte  :  494 

Were  Opyuer]  lef,  of  er  wer  him  lof  f  f  annes  nolde  he  flitte  : 

Egrelich  he  be-hiild  aboute  f  &  lokede  on  f  e  kni3te, 

&  saw  f  e  red  blod  russchen  out  f  f  orw  is  annwre  bri3te  : 

endelonges  is  side  fat  blod  hbn  ran  f  &  ful  doun  to  f e  grounde    498 

fe  sarsyn  knew  it  wel  by  fan  i  he  hadde  a  greuow*  wounde. 

&  fan  he  asked  e  of  Olyuere  1  fat  houede  f er  him  tabide ; 

If  fat  he  any^  wonde  here  i  in  ys  body  fat  tyde. 

"  Me  f ynkf  f ou  hast  a  wonde  fere  "  i  said  he,  "  in  f y  syde."        502 

"  f er-of,"  quaf  .  0[lyuer],  "  ne  haue  f ou  no  fere,"  f  &  tumd  him  pat 

Bor  to  hyde. 

"  he  [a]. 


ran  awaj.' 
*Thoa 

spaalcMl  like 
a  fool,'  Ufa 
Oliver  j 

*thy  boaat- 
ing  will  coat 
tbeetlurUre.' 


'  In  ipite  of 
it  aU  I  wUl 
slay  thee.' 
Ferumbraa 
b^instobo 
angry,  and 
•atnp. 


Heeeeathe 
blood  on 
OUver, 


and  asks  if  he 

is  wounded. 


*  Trouble 
thyself  not,* 
says  Oliver : 


'With  fyn  anawnt  fou  makest  her  f ou  schalt  no^t  me  amayo, 
fy  stede  ys  myn  y  haue  if o^t,  wafer  f e  wil  or  no, 
f ow  ne  schalt  me  lette  no3t  fat  hit  ne  schal  be  so. 

?yn  anawnt  worf  ful  dere  a  D03t  fyn  bed  fou  schalt  for  go. 
'o  do  f a^  batail  fat  fou  hast  so3t  me  self  am  redi  f er-to. 

Gro  now &  raye  anon  to  fi3t 

Ouf  er     ....     by  my  god  of  [mi3t] 

fy  gret  bostynge 

.     .     .     schal     .     .     fe  sle  as  fou  ert  ligg3mge." 
Ferumbras  made  him  fane  wrof  &  vp  he  gau  to  sitte, 
Were  Opiuer]  hem  lef  or  lof  f  annes  nolde  he  flitte ; 
Egerlich  he  be-huld  aboute  &  lokede  on  Olyuer, 
&  saw  fat  red  blod  rusched  oute  out  of  his  body  f er ; 
forw-out  his  arm2^re  f e  blod  out  ran  rijt  douTi  to  f e  gronde, 
f e  Sarzyn  knew  it  wel  by  fan  he  hauede  a  grisly  wonde : 
He  askede  f anne  of  Olyuer,  fat  houede  per  him  to  byde  : 
"  Me  f enkf  fou  ert  y-hert  ful  sere  &  berest  a  wonde  wyde 
By  fat  blod  fat  rennef  doxm  by  fyn  of  er  side." 
0[lyuer]  saide,  "  [fat]  is  nojt  so,"  <fe  tumdQ  hbn  hit  to  hide ; 

c  2 


Original 
486      d^^f^' 


490 


494 


498 


502 
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20  AND   OFFERS    HIM   SOMR   OF   THE   HOLT   BALM. 

'  the  blood      "  fat  blod,"  quaf  he,  "  J?ov  se^e  fo  f  it  come)>  out  of  my  stede, 
8t««L*  For  he  scholde  ^eme  go  f  his  side  y  made  blede  : 

Of  fe  hors  it  comef  fat  y  sit  on  f  fat  blod^  fat  fou  y-se^e  "  506 

*  Thou  canrt   "  fat  ys  lecs,"  saide  he  anon  f  "  f  ou  blerest  nojt  so  myn  eje, 
ft^*Se°^'   Ac  if  i  can  fat  rijt  arede  f  f at  blod  him  compf  of  fe, 
®*'**^'        Fram  vaste  be-side  f  y  nauel-stede  f  as  it  semef  me. 
•Bat  at  my    Ac  by  myddel  fer  hongef  her  i  a  costrel  as  fou  mijt  se,  610 

fti[u?the      ^^ch  ys  f ul  of  fat  bame  cler  f  fat  preciow*  ys  &  fre, 
wilEhti^!      f*^  joure  god  was  wif  anoynt  f  wan  he  was  ded  &  graued, 
auointod.       y  wan  hym  wyf  my  swerdes  poynt  f  many  man  haf  he  saued. 

For  hwych  man  fat  hauef  any  woiinde  f  &  beo  fcr-wif  enoynt,    614 
It  win  iimI    it  wil  don  him  be  hoi  &  sounde  f  &  maky  him  in  god  poynt : 

any  woand.  ^  .^  o        «    «/ 

&  if  he  fer  of  drynke  may  f  beo  f e  def  him  no^t  so  neere, 
Sone  he  schel  be  on  god  aray  f  &  beo  al  hoi  &  feere. 

Priiikt little,  Go  tak  him  now  fer  he  hongef  f  &  dr[i]nk  of  him  a  stouwde,       518 
fan  schaltou  nojt  a-bide  longe  f  til  f ou  be  hoi  &  sounde ; 

then  thou      &  wan  f ou  felest  f y  body  feer  f  f e  better  fan  mi3t  f ou  fi3te." 

« N'o/'wjfi'     f*^  ^*^  answerede  Olyuer  f  "  y  wil  nojt  by  pis  U^te ; 

reed  It  not/    &  OT  WO  departyo  heuno  f  al  hool  fou  schalt  me  vyndc.**  522 

*  \>&t  [rede]  blod. 

Onfjlnal  «  fat  blod  fat  f ou  y-se^e  f o  htt  comef  out  of  my  stede, 
draft,     Pqj  he  schold  faste  hider  go  his  sides  y  makede  blede : 

Hit  is  fe  hors  fat  y  sit  on  fat  blod  him  rennef  fro."  506 

**  f ou  lyest,"  he  saide,  "  by  Makeron !  hit  mijte  neuer  be  so, 

Ac  If  y  can  f e  rijt  arede  fat  blod  him  rennef  of  f e. 

Fro  Faste  by-sydes  f  y  nauel  stede,  so  ymote  y  f  e ! 

But  ^UTider  at  my  sadel  bo^e  hongef  o  hotel,  510 

Ful  of  baume  oun  y  lo^e  ys  he  euery  del, 

fat  ^our  god  was  anoynt  \er-vriih  wan  he  byried  was  : 

Ich  hem  wan  wtt^  swerdes  poynt  at  rome  30ur  o^ene  plas. 

be  man  fat  hauef  wonde  &  is  fcr-wttA  anoynt  514 

He  schel  be  hoi  &  sonde  &  waxe  on  god  poynt. 

Ac  If  he  f  er-of  drynke,  beo  f  e  def  no3t  so  neer. 

Anon  ri^t  he  may  swynke  &  beo  hoi  &  fer. 

Take  him  fer  he  honge  and  drynke  f er-of  a  stonde,  518 

f  ou  schalt  [no^t]  abide  longe  or  f  ou  be  hoi  &  sounde, 

&  wanne  f [y]  hert  [ys]  hoi  &  fer  fe  surlokere  fou  mijt  fijto." 

fan  him  ansuerde  Olyuer,  "  y  wil  non  bi  f is  li^te  ; 

Or  we  departe  a-twynne  al  hoi  fou  8chal[t]  me  fynde."  522 
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OLIVER  REFUSES  AND  THREATENS  HIM.      FERUMBRAS  RISES  FROM  THE  GROUND.     21 


pe  Sarasyn  sayd  til  him  ))arane  5  "  fyn  hej  herte  wil  pee  schynde." 

IT  Fyruwbras  of  Alysandre  f  to  Olyuer  spak  &  lowj  :  524 

"  Of  what  schap  ys  duk  Rolandre  f  tel  me  y  pray  j)e  now^, 

&  ek  of  Olyuer  fat  is  so  wijt^  1  of  what  schap  ys  hee  y  praye, 

As  J)ou  art  a  iantail  kny^t^  i  fat  sofe  J>at  fou  me  saye." 

IF  Olyuer  him  answerede  fan  f  **  be-hold  me  fat  am  heer !  528 

for  In  al  fyng  fat  fou  auyse  can  f  such  schap  ys  Olyuer. 

Roland  ys  nojt  so  long  as  hee  i  ac  more  is  he  of  myjte, 

&  do3tyere  man  on  to  see  f  &  stemere  man  in  fi3te : 

no  fa^t  he  neuere  jet  in  felde  1  wyf  kyng  ne  Ameraunt,  532 

fat  he  ne  asloj  oufer  madem  jelde  f  ys  body  to  him  creaunt." 

IF  Fyrumbras  ansuerde  him  agayn  f  prouteliche  &  sayde : 

"  f oj  fay  wem  her  bof •  twayn  i  fay  scholde  me  nojt  dure  abraide, 

&  fo3  suche  foure  were  here  i  be  Mahoun  &  tcmagaunt,  530 

Ich  hem  wolde  wel  conquere  f  wif  my  swerd  trenchaunt." 

IT  "  Sarsyn,"  saide  Erld  Olyuere  f  "  al  day  f  ou  makest  host ; 

Wer  al  fyng  sof  fat  f ou  saist  here  f  f ou  were  a  grymly  gost. 

Arys  vp  anon  &  arme  fe  f  y  ne  wil  no  lenger  duelle,  540 

Of er  be  f •  lord  fat  schep  lef  and  tree  f  heuene  &  eke  helle, 

Bote  f ou  arys  vp  on  f y  fet  f  &  schippe  f e  a-no7i  to  fijte, 

A  tweyne  i  wol  forcleue  f yn  hed  i  vriih  my  swerd  her  rijte." 

»  ("And  ek  of  [fe  Erld]  Olyuer. 

'  (^  As  poM  art  iantail  knyjt  [&  feer]. 


Tlien  Feruin- 
bras  asks 
Oliver  to 
describe 
RoUiid, 


and  OUrer 
answers, 
[laaf  7,  back] 
*  Look  at  me ; 
such  is  Oliver. 
Roland  Is  not 
so  tall,  bat 
stronger  and 
mightier.' 


*  Though 
they/  says 
Ferumbras, 

*  or  four  such 
were  hers  1 
should  not 
fear  them.' 

*  Thou  art 
erer 

boasting,' 
says  Oliver ; 
'arise,  or  else 


I  will  cleave 
thy  head.' 


fe  Sarajyne  saide  f anne,  "  fy  prude  wol  f e  schynde."  original 

IT  Ferumbras  of  Alisandre  to  0[liuer]  spak  &  low,  524     draft. 

"  Of  what  shap  ys  Boland,  tel  me  y  praie  f  e  now, 

&  of  f  e  Erld  Olyuer,  of  what  facioun  is  he  : 

As  fou  ert  iantail  kni^t^  peer  anon  ri^t  tel  f ou  me." 

Oliuer  him  ansuered  fan,  "  be-hold  me  fer  &  ner,  528 

In  alle  fyng  fat  f ou  can,  ri^t  such  ys  Oliuer. 

Ropand]  is  no^t  so  long  as  h[ee]  [Ac]  more  he  is  of  mi^t, 

&  dojtyere  man  y  w[iste  to  see]  &  stemere  man  in  fi^t. 

Ne  faujt  he  neuere  in  fylde  -with  kynge  ne  Amerant,  532 

fat  he  [ne]  made  him  3elde  [ys]  body  to  him  creaunt ; 

&  if  he  him  ^elde  nolde,  &  putte  him  to  ys  grace, 

Sle  him  [fanne]  he  wolde  [for]  he  went  out  of  place." 

F[yrumbra8]  ansuerde  h[im  agayn,  prout]fulich  &  saide,  "    534 

"  foj  f ei  were  her  bof e  tweyn,  fey  scholde  me  nojt  dure  abraide, 

&  f 03  suche  iiij  M'cr  her,  by  Mahon  &  temagant, 
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22  FERUMBRAS   IS  VBRT  TALL   AND   OF  GREAT  STRENGTH,   BUT  OLIVER 

Ferumbnu  is  If  WiJ)  fat  )>e  Sarsyn  fat  was  for  f  wax  wrof  on  his  herte  644 

and  starts  up.  &  bente  hym  brymly  as  a  bor  f  &  vp  hym  gan  to  sterte ; 
&  wan  he  stod  appon  fe  ground  f  huge^  was  he  of  lengfe, 
He  u  15  feet  Fifteuene  fet  hoi  &  sound  i  &  wonderliche  muche  of  strencbe.      547 

high,  '^' 

TtronS***"^  Had  he  ben  in  cryst  be-leued  f  &  y-voUid  on  f e  haly  fant, 

A  bettre  kny3t  fan  he  was  preued  f  f o  was  f er  non  IjiiaiuL;, 

Fyrumhras  of  Alysaundre  f  was  a  man  of  gret  stature,        650 
&  ful  brod  in  f  e  scholdres  was  f  &  long  man  in  forchure. 
Oppon  is  armwre  was  he  clad  f  wyf  a  cote-armure  clene, 
Of  clof  of  gold  it  was  mad  f  &  enbrouded  with  perils  schene. 
*  He  be-holdef  oppon  Olyuer  f  egrehch  f  as  lyoun,  554 

And  by-gan  to  gon  him  ner  f  &  siggef  f ys  resoun ; 
He  Mjs,  *  I    "  Gaiyn,  me  meruaylleb  myche  of  f  e  i  fat  art  so  meyne  a  knyjt, 

marvel  at  thy  *>       r        ^  m         * 

'^iT'lh  ^^    How  f  ou  darst  entremetrie  of  me  f  a-jen  me  to  take  fijt. 

A  ful  gret  pite  me  f  enkf  it  were  f  for  f  ou  art  so  bold  558 

To  sle  f  e  in  fi3te  here  f  of  er  to  take  f  e,  if  y  wold. 

I  will  nght     Hit  nys  no^t  on  my  porpos  her  f  wit^  no  man  to^  fi3te 

nobieVnd^   Bote  he  bou  a  kyngis  peer  f  &  strong  man  eke  of  mi^te. 

mighty/       Wend  a-wey  fou  vauasour  f  &  say  so  Charlis  kyng,  562 

»  [ful]  huge.  «  [for]  to. 

Original  Ich  hem  wolde  alle  sone  wif  my  swerd  trenchant 

draft makest  host 

[Bottom  of  sheet     f  8  tines  (long)  wanting!] 
.     .     .     hoi  &  sond     ...     he    ...     . 
Had  he  beo  in  crist  be-leued,  &  fulled  in  holi  fanston, 
A  betere  kny^t  fan  he  was  preuid  liuande  nas  f er  non. 

^yrumbras  of  Alisandre  was  a  man  of  gret  stature,  550 

"Wei  brode  were  his  sholdres  &  long  was  his  forchure 
Vppon  his  armes  he  was  clad  wyf  a  mantel    .     .     . 

Of  a  clof  of  gold  [it  was]  ymad ene 

He  beholdef  0[liuer]  egrelich  as  lyoun,  554 

&  by-gan  to  gon  him  ner,  &  siggef  f  is  resouw, 

"  Garyn,  me  meruaillef  muche  of  f e  fat  ert  so  comune  a  knyjt, 

fat  fou  f erst  f e  sette  to  me  a-^en  me  for  to  fi3te ; 

Gret  pite  me  f enkf  it  were  for  fou  ert  so  [meyne  a  kni3te]  558 

To  sle  f  e  her  wyf  my  gere,  ouf  er  take  f  e  to     .     .     .     . 

Hit  is  no3t  to  fi^te  myn  entente 

Bote  he  beo  of  londe  &  rente,  gret  &  eke  of  mi3t. 

Wend  a-wey,  fou  vauasour,  &  tel  so  [Charlis  kyng]  562 
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DOES   NOT   FEAR  HIM.      THEY   BEGIN   TO   FIGHT.  23 

*  Jjys  day  he  f allef  in  deshonour  f  for  is  fol  sendyng.' " 

IT  "What !  ys,"  quab  Oriyuerl  "  by  prechyng  f  icome  to  such  an  ende  ?  Oliver 

''^      '        *-  ■•      '         -^  answers, 

I  ne  schal  neucre,  by  heuene  kyng  f  a  fot  f either  wende  *'  ''"L?;^^ 

'      *'  .f     o  move  till  1 

Or  y  hane  of  be  fe  hejere  hand  f  oufer  sley3  pee  on  pis  felde,       566  JjJJ^Je^Ihee/ 

Outher  J>ov  schalt  be  recreant  f  &  inaugre  fy  tef  fe  3elde. 

Tak  J)yn  armys  if  pou  wilt  f  no  lenger  nel  y  J>e  spare ; 

On  yuel  def  mot  y  be  spild  f  if  ich  fe  byde  mare."  Deaf  s] 

A  lefte  ys  sper  &  drow  ys  swerd  f  &  smyteb  til  hym-ward  sare,    570  He  draws  his 

sword  and 

&  Jjojte  cleue  him  vn-to  pe  herd  f  &  til  his  hed  hit  bare.  Fe*''"»JSii 

be  Sarsyn  anon  bar  of  be  stroke  f  Mriih  ys  scheld  bat  a  held  an  honde  who  wards 

\,       .  -        ^  ^  off  the  blow 

&  a^  quarter  per-oi  a  smot  f  pat  it  fel  dou;i  on  pe  sonde.  iJud***  ich 

f  "Anne  pe,  Sarsyn,"  saide  Olyuer  fan  i  "hit  wil  be  for  pjn  prow."  *»*>roten. 
" pon  saist  sof,"  qua])  he,  "by  temagaw  f  J>ou  haddest  ney^ slawe  me  now. 
Hadd  y  fat  stronge  strok  y-take  i  J>ou  haddest  to  me^  ymynt,       676  *H«d  that 
For  euere  my  bred  had  be  bake  f  myn  lyf  dawes  had  be  tynt ;  jr^imffiw. 

Ac  for  pou  mentest  me  filke  stroke  f  or  ich  ful  armed  were,  h?/i^?** 

f  ov  schalt  abigge  it  al  so  hot  f  or  ))at  y  take  my  gere."  ever.' 

IT  pe  Sarsyn  fanne  a  drow  ys  brond  f  fat  was  so  gret  of  strengfe,  580  ^^^"^  ^^* 
*  [no)jele8]  a.  •  MS.  mo. 

To  day  he  faUef  in  de[s]honoMr  for  his  fol  sendyng."  Original 

"  Wat !  is,"  qua))  0[lyuer],  "  fy  prechyng  icome  to  such  an  ende  ?  draft, 

I  ne  schal  neuere  be  heuene  kyng,  [a  fot  ferther]  wende, 

Or  ich  haue  fe  ouer  hand  y-slawe  fe  in  pis  felde,  566 

Gufer  fou  schalt  to  me  creant^  maugre  fy  tef  f  3elde. 

Take  fyn  armis  ^if  f ou  wilt  no  lenger  y  nel  f e  spare, 

In  yuel  def  worf  y  spilt  if  y  fe  bide  mare." 

He  lefte  ys  sper  &  drow  is  swerd,  &  smot  til  himward  sare,  570 

&  haued  y-J>03t  to  cleue  ys  hed  in-to  fe  bar[de  ba]re. 

be  Sarsyn  fan  bar  of  f e  stroke  wyf  his  scheld  [fat  a]  bar  an  honde, 

Kof eles  a  qwarter  f er-offe  he  smot  ful  dou/i  [oppon  f e  sojnde. 

"  Axme  fe,  Sarsyn ! "  saide  Opyuer],  "hit  wil  be  for  fi  prow." 

"  f  ou  sayst  sof ,  by  lubiter,  f  ou  haddest  ney^     .     .     .     e  now. 

Hodde  y  fat  ilke  stroke  y-take  fou  haddest  [to  me  y-ment]  576 

For  euere  my  bred  hadde  ben  bake,  my  lif  dawes  hadde  ben  spent. 

Ac  for  fou  mentest  me  f ylke  stroke  or  ich  all  armed  were, 

fou  schalt  a  bie  hit  al  so  hot  or  fat  y  take  my  gere," 

fe  Sarajyn  fan  a  drow  his  brand  fat  was  so  gret  of  strengfe,       580 

*  MS.  to  [re]creant. 
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24      FBRUMBRAS   ACCIDENTALLY   KILLS   OLIVER'S   STEED,    BUT   OLIVER   IS   UNHURT. 

7  r««t  long.    &  wan  it  was  nakede  on  his  bond  f  vij.  fet  it  had  of  lengfe, 
Him  self  was  eke  strong  &  feer  f  &  is  herte  gan  vp  sprynge, 
and  showers  So  ])ikk6  he  smot  to  Oljuer  f  as  he  mi^te  flynge. 
Oliver,  who    he  erld  was  war,  &  kepte  him  wel  f  &  laide  til  him  with  miate,     584 

defends  him-   r  '  ^  ?     ' 

•oifweu.       ^Q  j,Q  Sarajyn  was  ful  fel  f  &  kepte  is  heued  ari3te. 

His  heued  he  kepe})  wtt^  is  schelde  f  )>at  ounhelid  was  &  bare ; 

Bytere  he  J?03te  is  whyle  3elde  f  fat  hadde  a-greued  him  fare. 
Ferurabru     To  Olvuer  banne  smot  he  a  stroke  f  riat  on  be  helm  an  he^  :  588 

then  wnlles  J  r  7  T  7' 

h*im't'*bu?*  f^3  f^^  swerd  wer  god  it  no3t  ne  hot  f  bot  dou»  by  is  chyn  it  se^, 

JuijoMofl;     &  before  ys  scheld  a-doun  it  glod  f  &  oppon  is  sadel  it  ran, 

and  kills  his  botw  sadel  &  hors  bat  swerd  h}m  wod  f  ban  ful  douw  hors  &  man. 

horse. 

J)e  Sarjyn  drow  him  fawne  a-part  f  &  to  0[lyuer]  saide  sawjfaille  592 
"  J)ou  ne  schalt  me  fynde  no  cowart  f  a  liggeng  man  to  saille." 
A  sterte  to  his  helm,  &  pult  him  aan  f  &  to  0[lyuer]  Jjawne  a  sede, 
. "  If  J)OU  yfith  me  wilt  fi^te  a^an  f  by  Mahoun  J>ou  gost  to  dede." 
oiirersurti  ^f  Olyuere  stert  vp  hoi  &  sound  f  &  spekef  til  him  wyj?  grame,    596 
SSmlf^rum.  "  ^  diflfye  Jje  nov,  J?ou  hefene  hound  i  crist  3yue  Jje  muche  scbauie  ! 
ibuM^  htm.    Why  hast  fou  my  stede  a-slawe  f  wat  hadde  fat  hors  mysdo  1 
Jjy  stede  for  hym  now  wil  y  craue  f  &  haue  him  er  fc^u  go." 


Original  Wan  hit  was  naked  on  his  haund  vij  fet  hit  had  of  le7«gf e ; 
dt^^ft.     Si  him-self  was  strong  &  fer,  his  herte  gan  vp  sprynge, 
So  f ylke  he  smot  to  Olyuer  as  fat  he  mi^t  flynge. 

?e  duk  was  war  &  kepte  him  wel  &  laide  to  him  wM  mi3t,  584 

Jot  f e  Sarasyn  was  ful  fel  &  kepede  his  heuede  ari3t. 
He  kepef  his  heued  al  wit^  his  scheld  ouwkeuered  it  was  &  bare ; 
Bytere  he  f 03te  his  wile  3eld  fat  hadde  agreued  him  fare. 
To  Oliuer  fan  ment  he  a  stroke,  on  his  helm  he  dud  bi-gynne ;    588 
f 03  fat  swerd  wer  god  hit  no3t  ne  bot,  bote  ran  doun  be  his  chyne. 
A-fore  his  scluld  a-douw  hit  glod,  vppon  his  sadel  hit  gan  rewne, 
f orw  hors  &  sudel  fat  swerd  forf  wod,  &  0[lyuer]  fel  doun  f enne. 
be  Sarajyn  drow  him  f anne  apart  &  to  0[lyuer]  said,  "  san3  faille, 
pJe  schalt  fou  fynde  me  no  coward,  A  liggynge  man  to  saile."      593 
A  sterto  to  ys  helm  &  putte  him  an,  &  saide,  "  ic/^  rede  f ou  fle, 
for  If  frni^  ii3test  wtt^  me  a3ari,  by  MaliouTi,  y  wil  fe  sle  ! " 
(>[lyu(n]  stertrj?  vp  hoi  &  S07«i  [&  spekef]  to  \i\m  witJi  [grame] 
'•y  (lylllo  fe  hi^f one  bond 597 

(2  lin^  illegible) 


MS.  J>ou  )7ou. 
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mile  round 
or  more. 
The  fight  it 
too  hot  to 


THET   FIGHT  ON   FOOT  EVBN   MORE   FIERCELY   THAN   BEFORE.  25 

A  lejde  to  ])e  Sarsyn  strokes  smerte  f  rijt  als  til  his  dedlj  fo  ;      600 
&  grete  dyntes  )»nne  }>ay  gerte  i  hir  ey})er  til  o))er  fo. 

OW  by-gynt  a  strong  batayl  f  be-twene  fis  kny^tes  twayne ;     Nowbe^dn.  % 
AyJ)er  gan  oJ>er  harde  assayl  f  bofe  wyf  myjt  &  mayne 
)>ey  hewe  to-gadre  wyf  swerdes  dent  f  faste  witA  bojen  hondes,    604 
Of  helmes  &  sheldes  })at  fyr  out  went  f  so  sparke*  doJ>  of  brondes ;     tn  niee  oat 
So  steme  strokes  fay  arau^te  f  ey ther  til  ofer  wOh  strenghf e  JSlSdl*  "** 

fat  al  fe  ertbe  fer-of  quajte  f  a  myle  &  more  on  lenghfe.  w'SJI?^ 

fey  weien  so  ^er  bof e  of  mod  f  &  eke  so  fers  to  fijte,  608  n^'s^wk] 

the  eexlh 

fat  eyfer  of  hem  fan  fo^te  god  f  to  sle  of  er  if  he  mi^te.  ehake*  for  % 

Hit  ne  mi^t  no3t  longe  endaie  f  fe  batail  betwene  hem  two, 

for  neyfer  ne  knew  of  of  er  mesnre  f  bot  eu^re  fay  fojte  so. 

%  Olyuer  hym  by-fo^te  fan  f  his  los  was  lost  in  londe  612  oiiTerexeru 

Bot  yf  he  sl^e  fat  hef ene  man  f  &  f er-for  he  gan  him  f onde, 

&  smot  him  on  fe  hehn  an  he^  f  &  a  gobet  away  a  bar ;  S°****hrM 

Ys  chyke  fat  swerd  f o  cam  so  nej  f  fat  sum  of  is  herd  y t  schar ;        Simet. 

fe  strok  a  doun  him  glente  anon  f  ac  he  wif  is  scheld  him  hente,  616  ^^WJ 

&  elles  had  he  his  schuldre  bon  f  for-coruyn  wyf  fat  dente. 

Fyrambras  saide  til  hym  fan  f  "  maugre  mote  f  ou  haue !  •  a  carve  on 

on  him  strokes  smerte  Original 

.    .     .     wel,"  quaf  he,  "  wilt  f ou  so  haue  at  f e  wyf  herte."  draft. 

If  Now  by-gynnef  strong  batail  by-twyne  f •  knytes  tweyne, 

Eyfer  ofer  gan  to  assayl  wyf  mi3te  &  wttA  mayne.  603 

fey  hjTwe  to-gydre  wit^  swerdes  dynt,  vriih  mi^t  of  bof e  hir  honde, 

of  helm  &  scheld  fat  fur  out  went  So  sparke  dof  of  f e  bronde. 

So  Stume  strokes  fay  a-ra3te  eyfer  til  of  er  fe  whyle 

fat  al  fe  erf e  aboute  quajte  men  mi3t  hure  a  myle. 

fey  wer  so  fers  on  hure  mod,  &  eger  on  hure  ii^te,  608 

fat  eyfer  of  hewi  f  ojte  god  to  slen  of  er  if  he  mi3t 

Hit  mi^t  no^t  lange  dure  such  fijt  by-twene  hem  two, 

for  Neyfer  ne  coufe  no  mesure  bote  euere  fojte  so. 

II  0[liuer]  by-fo3te  him  fo  is  los  wer  lost  in  londe  612 

Bote  he  mi3te  fat  Sarsyn  slo  anon  a  gan  him  fonde,    . 

He  smot  him  on  f  e  helm  an  hej,  a  gobet  away  he  bar ; 

His  cheche  fat  swerd  cam  ful  ney^,  sum  of  is  herd  he  schar. 

fe  stroke  adoun  him  glent  anon,  &  he  wtt/i  is  schohl  hi//;  hente,  616 

&  elles  had  he^  is  scholder  bon  for  coruyn  at  f'/t  dcnio. 

Fyrumbras  saide  to  0[liuer]  fan,  "  niaugi-e  moti'  fou  liuue ; 

'  MS.  he  Iind  he. 
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26  FERUMBRAS    18   ANGRT,    AND   ASKS   OLIVER   HIS  TRUE   NAME. 

exciaiiM       SuJ?Jjen  y  was  f urst  i-bore  to  man  f  my  herd  nas  no3t  so  schaue." 
w'X'vS/''  IT  fe  Sarsyn  by-gan  to  waxe  wrojj  f  egre,  &  eke  fere,  620 

&  hef  vp  ys  swerd,  &  til  him  a  goj?  f  &  smot  to  Olyuere ; 
Then  he  cuts  Al  anoneward  be  helm  an  he^  f  ys  crest  a  bar  adoun, 

the  crest  off  '^  '      •'  ' 

heimit!        ^  J'^  cercle  of  gold  fat  sat  Jer-bey  f  Jje  perles  wer  worf  a  toun, 

&  of  ys  auantaile  wyjj  Jjat  stroke  f  a  carf  wel  many  a  maylle.        624- 
fan  olyuer  profrede  til  him  a  8t[r]okc  f  &  gan  hi?n  for  to  saylle, 
&  fan  by-gan  fe  strongs  fi^t  f  betwene  pes  kni3te«  tweye ; 

Tiiey  fight     As  twey  lyons  fay  f urde  ri3t  f  fat  wolde  slen  his  preye. 

uons.  je  Sarasyn  sayde  to  f  e  kny^t  f  "  by  Mahouw  pou  schalt  deye  1 '     628 

fan  said  0[lyuer]  "  by  god  almyjt  f  y  hope  f ou  schalt  leye ! " 
IT  A3eyn  fey  wente  to-gydre  thare  i  &  hur  armw7'e  hewe  a-sonder ; 

Their  strokes  HuTS  strokes  fulle  SO  styf  &  saie  f  fay  schnlde  so  dof  f e  fonder. 

ujuiidcr.       Helmes  &  hauberkes  fay  kutte  a  two  i  wif  hure  strokes  rounde,  632 
&  eyf er  enpaynede  him  other  to  slo  f  ac  3ut  nad  fay  no  wounde. 

Perumbnis  is  If  Fyrumbras  was  aggreued  sare  f  fat  Opyuer]  hym  stod  so  longe, 

vexed  and 

wonders  who  &  fan  him  wondrede  wat  a  ware  i  for  he  was  so  strongs. 

Oliver  can  be.        '^  " 

He  drew  him  f  awne  apart  &  sayde  f  "  y  pray  f  e,  iantaile  kni3t,     636 

As  f ov  louest  fat  ilke  mayde  f  fat  baar  fy  god  almy3t, — 

Wel  y  wot  f ou  art  ful  gret  of  fame  f  a  bettere  kni3t  wot  y  non, — 

Original  Syf  y  was  i-bore  to  man  my  herd  was  no^t  so  y-schaue." 
dr(^.     5f  fe  Sara3yn  by-gan  to  waxe  wrof,  egre  &  eke  fere,  620 

&  hef  vp  ys  swerd  &  to  him  agof ,  &  smot  to  Olyuere, 
Ri3t  oppon  is  helm  an  hey 3  fe  crest  he  beref  [adouw], 
&  f e  cercle  of  gold  fat  sat  f er-by,  f e  pe?*les  were  worf  [a  tou7i] ; 
of  his  auentaille  with  fat  stroke  he  cwf  wel  [many]  a  maile.     -    624 
fan  0[liuer]  profrede  him  a  8t[r]oke  &  gan  him  for  to  assails, 
&  f o  by-gan  ynewe  fi3t  be-tweno  f  is  kny3te«  tweye ; 
As  lyons  fey  furde  bofe  ri3t  fat  folhode  on  ys  preye. 
f  e  Sarajyn  saide  to  f e  kny3t,  "  by  Mahoun,  f ou  schalt  dye  1"       628 
fan  saide  0[liuer],  "  by  god  Almy3t,  y  hope  f ou  schalt  [lye]/ 
fan  fay  fo3te  to-gydre  mare,  hur  armure  fay  k[utte  asonjder ; 
Hure  strokes  wer  so  dedly  sare  fay  schulde  so  dof  f e  fonder. 
Helm  &  haberke  fay  kutte  a  two  with  hure  strokes  rounde,  632 

&  eyfer  enpeyned  him  of  er  to  slo.  Ac  3ut  nad  [fay  no  wounde]. 
'Ferumbras  was  an  angred  sore  fat  0[liuer]  hym  stod  [so  longej  : 
Him  wondrede  myche  what  he  were  for  he  was  [so  strongs], 
Adrow  him  apart  f awne  and  saide,  "  y  praye  fe  [iantail]  kni3t,    636 
As  f ow  louest  fat  ilke  maide  far  bar  f y  god  of  mi3t, 
Tel  me  f  y  ri3te  name  for  bettre  kny3t  w[as]  non. 
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OLIVER  TELLS   HIM;    FERUMBRAS   IS   PLEASED.      THE  FIGHT   CONTINUES.      27 


Tel  me  f er-for  J?y  ri3te  name  1  Wat  callej?  me  fe  at  hom. 

WyJ)  many  a  man  y  haue  y-fau^t  f  fond  y  neuere  \>j  peer ; 

pe  grete  strokes  fov  hauest  me  raujt  1  sittef  my  bones  neer. 

fou  toldest  me  to  day  or  pjs  f  Jjy  ri^te  name  was  Garyn ; 

Hit  is  no3t  so,  y  wot  to  wys  f  by  Mahoun  &  Appolyn  ; 

If  fat  Garyn  were  J>y  name  f  y  knewe  it  wel  apli3t 

In  tal  J>e  world  scholde  sprynge  fame  f  of  such  a  noble  kni3t. 

Tel  me  now  J?er-for  J?at  soJ)e  f  as  j>o\x  art  gent  &  free, 

&  sufje  schul  we  to-gadre  boJ>e  f  falle  to  fi3t  a-3a" 

IT  J)e  iantail  kny3t  witA-drow  him  J)an  f  &  spak  wtt^-oute  duelle, 

"  Herkne  now,  ))ou  hefene  man  f  &  pat  soJ>e  i  wol  pe  telle. 

Olyner  ys  my  name  ri3t  f  a  doffeper  y  am  of  fraunce, 

&  am  an  erld  &  a  kny3t  i  as  haue  ich  gode  chaunce. 

Y  am  Charlis  Emys  sone  f  y-come  of  men  of  gode, 

&  in  my  moder  half  i  am  y-come  f  al-so  of  kynges  blode. 

nov  haue  y  to  Jje  her  itold  f  my  name  withronte  lye. 

If  Jjov  art  to  fi3te  bold  f  com  on  •  y  J?e  diffye ! " 

H  fan  ansuerede  fyrumbras  f  &  saide  to  Olyuer, 

"  Y  am  now  gladdere  fan  y  was  f  for  now  y  haue  my  per." 

fan  a3en  fai  toke  f e  fi3t  f  vfiiJi  swerdes  sherpe  &  kene, 

Eyf  er  til  other  wif  mayn  &  mi3t  f  f  e  strokes  were  wel  sene ; 

Harde  fay  fo3te  to-gadre  f o  f  f us  mi3ty  men  of  mayne, 

per  was  no  rests  betwene  hem  to  f  bot  laide  on  3eme  beyne. 


He  asks  him 

his  name,  and 
g4Q  praises  him. 


644 


near  9] 
•Tellr      • 


for  f ou  ert  a  kny3t  gret  of  fame  wan  f  ou  ert  at  hom. 

Wyf  many  a  man  y  haue  i-fau3t  fond  y  nere  [such]  an  ofer, 

Euery  strok  fat  f ou  me  rau3t  fallef  doun  as  a  fof er. 

f  ou  toldest  to  me  to  day  or  f  ys  f  y  name  was  Garyn : 

Hit  is  no3t  sof ,  so  3yue  me  blys,  Mahou7i  &  Apolyn  ! 

If  fat  Garyn  were  f y  name  y  knowe  it  wel  ari3t 

In  tal  f  e  world  schold  springe  a  fame  of  such  a  noble  kni3t. 

Tel  f ou  me,  kni3t,  al  f e  sof e  as  f ow  art  gent  &  free, 

&  suf  f e  schalle  we  to-gadre  bof  e  falle  to  .  fi3te  a3e." 

f  e  iantayl  kny3t  witA-drow  .... 

[7  long  lines  cut  off,"] 

"  Ich  am  gladder  fan  y  was  now 

fan  a3en  fay  toke  f e  fi3t  wyf     .... 
Eyf «•  til  ofer  wif  al  hure  mi3t     .... 
Wel  hard  was  fat  batail  fe     .     .     .     . 
f  er  nas  no  reste  be  twene     .... 


me  the 
troth,  and 
then  we  will 
gig  fight  again.' 

Oliver  tells 
him  that  lie 
is  one  of  the 
peers  of 
France,  and 
of  royal 

652  ^^""^ 


and  chal- 
lenges him  to 

656  «"f7^« 

fight. 


They  begin 


They 
again 


660  and  fight 
even  more 
fiercely  than 
before. 


Original 
640      draft. 


644 


648 
657 

6G0 
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28  OLIVER  KNOCKS   THE   SARACEN's   SWORD   OUT   OF   HIS   HAND, 

Wan  eyfer  knew  what  ofer  was  f  fe  hardere  J)ay  guwne  to  fi3te, 
Ea^  trie*  hi»  &  to  slen  ejfer  opei  in  jjat  plas  f  ejther  dude  ys  nii^te. 

IT  Firumbras  fe  hefene  kyng  f  was  a  man  of  gret  fertee,  664 

&  anpeynedem  jjanne  jjorj  al  J>yng  f  erld  0[lyuer]  pet  to  slee  : 
PerumbrM     Sibbe  be  tyme  bat  he  was  bore  f  on  batail  ne  com  he  non, 

bad  never  t  j      i       */  f  » 

been  beetmi.  In-to  Jw  day  j)at  he  com  fore  f  pat  he  ne  ouercom  his  f on ; 

ne  a-jen  no  man  ne  tok  querel  f  by-for  pat  in  no  lond  668 

Jiat  he  ne  hadde  pe  betere  deel !  &  eke  pe  hejere  bond. 

ac  now  haj)  he  so  longe  y-so^t  1  ys  peer  he  haj?  i-founde, 

&  fat  til  hym  worJ>  hard  ibo3t  f  wif-inne  a  Ktel  stonde.  671 

The  flght      fey  fojten  to-gadres  f anne  jome  f  f ys  wytherwyns  wilde  &  wrof e, 
&  smyte  strokes  smerte  &  steme  f  in  haberkes  &  helmes  bof e. 
Wif  f e  strokes  fat  f is  frekes  slente  f  flyngande  to-gader  in  fi3te, 

Helmets,       Hur  helmcs  &  haberions  bay  to-rente  f  bat  arst  wer  fair  &  bri^te, 

heuberkeend  #    •^  j  y 

shatSroSr     ^  ^^^  scheldes  stronge  &  grete  f  fey  were  al  to-hewe ;  676 

Vnder  hure  bof en  fete  f  fan  mijte  me  f e  peces  schewe. 
H  Olyuer  laid  on  f  ikke  y-now  f  so  dude  Fyrumbras, 
Bot  wiiJi  enterlas  fat  a  f row  f  to  f e  Sarasyn  bi-tid  a  cas : 

ourer  knocks  Olvuer  smot  is  swerd  away  f  fer  out  fram  ys  honde :  680 

Feraiubru'  •'  ^  f 

hii*h«nd '  **'  P^^  ^^  P^  Sarsyn  in  gret  affray  f  &  niste  wat  *  was  to  donde. 


Original  Wan  eyf  cr  yknew  wat  of  er  was     .... 
draft.     &  Xo  slen  ys  felaw  in  fat  plas     ....  '663 

Of  Alysandre  aer  F[erumbra8]  was  .  ful    .     .     .     . 
In  no  batail  neuere  he  nas  fat     .... 

Ne  a^e  no  wi3t  ne  tok  qt^rel     ....  668 

fat  he  nadde  fat  betere  del  &  e     ...     . 
Ac  now  he  hauef  so  longe  y8[o3t]     .... 
&  fat  worf  ful  hard  ibo3t  wif     .... 

fay  fo3ten  to-gaddre  ^erne  fy 672 

&  smyten  strokes  harde  sterne  in  he     ...     . 

Wif  strokes  fat  fay  to-gadi-e  slent  w     .     .     .     . 

Hure  haubeiions  weren  alto  rent  fat  erst     .... 

&  hure  scheldes  strong  &  gr[et]     ....  676 

f e  peces  ley  doun  at  hire  fet     .     .     .     . 

Olyuer  laid  on  f  ikke  y  now    .... 

Bot  wtt/i  cntrelas  fat  he  f row     .... 

Olyuer  smot  his  swerd  aw     ...     .  680 

fan  was  f e  Sarasyn  in  gret  a     .     .     .     . 
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BUT   ALLOWS   HIM    TO   REGAIN    IT.       FBRUMBRAS    18   VERY    WROTH.  29 

Ac  Opyuer]  was  a  corteys  kni^t  f  &  a-syde  by-gan  to  stonde.  but 

"Tak  vp,"  said  he,  "  py  swerd  ari3t  f  &  to  kep  it  beter  ))ou  fonde."    {^'jltH^n. 

IT  Fyru[mbra8]  was  glad,  & toke  vp  fat  brondl quiklich  at  a  brayde,  684  noaf  «L^ki 

&  wan  it  was  on  is  bond  f  to  0[lyuer]  he  spak  &  sayde,  JS^m*  "*** 

**  poxx  hast  y-lyued  J?y  lif  to  longe  f  to  do  me  such  a  spyte, 

y  wil  wijj  j)at  selue  bronde  f  fy  whyle  wel  a-quyte  : 

]>yn  outrage  schal  be  dure  a-bojt  i  by  Mahouw,  my  god  al-one ;     688 

J>y  god  ne  may  pe  helpe  nojt  f  J?yn  heued  pan  schalt  for-gone. 

A-fore  bis  day  ne  toke  y  nere  f  of  no  man  such  a  schame."  •  Never  uftwe 

"  ne  make  it  no^t  so,"  quaj?  Olyuere  f  "  for  oJ?er  weys  pee  schal  grame.  J'JuaSloIS** 

Or  we  departe  pia  ilke  day  f  such  tyme  schalt  pow  sene  692  but  before  we 

J)at  Jk)w  schalt  sayn  a  weleway  f  j)at  y  cam  in  pis  grene  !  Jl;.**'  "p«n* 

ne  schaltou  by  pat  tyme  nojyng  3ilpe  f  of  py  doynge  here ; 

pj  Mahoun  ne  schal  pe  nofyng  helpe  f  j)at  f ov  ne  a-biest  dere." 

IF  &  fan  pej  waxe  wonder  wrofe  f  fys  knyjtes  styf  on  stoure,      696  They  both 

&  eyfer  of  pia  frekes  bofe  f  til  ofer  3af  many  a  schoure. 

fey  fou3te  to-gadre  far  so  longe  f  &  jyue  strokes  sore, 

fat  f e  fom  of  hure  mouf  out  spronge  f  so  dof  out  of  f e  bore.  ^^  ^^^ 

f e  Sarsjm  fat  was  nof yng  feynt  f  smot  Olyuer  in  f e  side,  700  Jiru^^IlS. 

f or^  is  scheld  wyf  gold  ypeynt  f  f e  steme  strok  gan  glyde ;  inoTMl^.^ 

Olyuer  was  wel  corteys  kny^t     ....  OH/final 

**  Tak*  vp,"  quab  he,  "  f y  swenl  ar draft. 

F[erumbra8]  tot  vp  ys  longe  brond     ....  684 

&  wan  it  was  on  hys  honde  to     ...     . 
*'  fou  hauest  y  lyued  wel  to  longe     .... 

Y  schal  fer-for  wyf  pis  bronde  f     .     .     .     . 

fyn  out-ra3e  schal  beo  dur    ....  688 

by  god  ne  may  f  e  helpe  no3t    .... 

Y  ne  tok  3ate  neuer  er  of  no     .     .     .     . 

"  Ne  make  no3t  so,"  quaf  Ol/wer,  "  for  of  er    .... 

Er  we  departe  fys  ilke  da3e  So  tyme     ....  692 

fou  schalt  sayn  a  weleway  fat  y  cam. 

Ne  schelt  fou  nof  yng  3ilpe  of    ...     . 

fy  Mahou/t  ne  may  fe  helpe  fat  fou  ne  abi    .... 

fan  fey  waxe  wonder  wrofe     ....  696 

Eyftfr  of  hem  |;anne  bof  e  to  of  er  .3 

fei  fo3te  to-gadre  so  longe  wj'tA 

f  e  fom  of  hure  mouf  out  spronge 

f  e  Sara3yn  fat  was  nof  yng 700 

for>v  liis  scheld  fat  w/tA  goldo  y-pe 
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30    THEIB  BLOWS   PALL  LIRE   FLASHES  OF  LIGHTNING,   BUT  NEITHEB  PBEVAILS. 

of  scheld  &  haberk  a-wey  a  schar  f  al  pat  he  araujfce, 
&  al  pat  side  he  made  baar  f  vriih  pQ  selue  drau^te, 
nad  he  stert  fan  a  side  f  witA-oute  wordes  mo,  704 

WiJ>  Jjat  stronge  stroke  vnride  f  is  lifdawes  had  be  do. 
Tiie  Saracen  If  be  Sarsvii  ban  hi?^*  vnderstod  f  he  had  ihert  hi7/i  sore, 

ihiiika  lie  has        '  •'       ' 

woundedhim,  ^  saide,  **  poM  lesest  ))yn  herte  blod  1  pou  tumest  agayn  no  more ! 

Charlis  wij)  pe  hore  berde  f  dof  Jje  lite  Auaylle,  708 

Suffon  fat  y  schal  wyf  my  swerde  f  sle  Jje  in  bataille." 
bnt  Oliver      OHuer  ansuetede  &  swor  ys  of  f  "  hi  god,  po\x  spekst  f olie ; 
and  deifea      ^jg^  y  wol  fe  make  vrrop  f  ^ut  her  y  f e  diffie. 

for  jut  am  y  sond  «&  heyl  f  &  ne  fele  no  maner  sare ;  712 

y  schal  acquite  fy  tranayl  f  hennes  or  f ov  fare, 
I  wiu  make    bow  schalt  auldo  be  creaunt  f  to  me  in  bys  f elde  : 

thee  yield  to    l^  7  r  fJ  > 

SirS?/^  To  Charlis  suffen  y  wil  fe  graunt  f  &  to  hym  y  wil  fe  jeldo." 

hand  thee      ^  ^^^  by-gan  a  ferly  fi^t  i  be-twene  fis  two  baroun,  71G 

ftftJftiiSSlt *  Eyf er  enpeynede  hiw  wit/t  al  ys  mijt  f  to  dyngen  oper  adouw. 

fay  smyte  to  gadre  f o  so  feste  f  wit/i  grisly  dentes  grete, 
the  aweat      fat  be  soot  f ram  hem  can  breste  f  &  made  hnre  chekes  wote. 

rune  down       '        '  ^ 

tiieirik<!M;    ^  Kyng  Firuwbras  fe  stronge  f  Opyuer]  ascriede  fo,  720 

"  f ov  endurest  me  to  longe  f  f y  lif  f  ou  schalt  for-go," 

Original  Scheld  &  habe?*ke  a-doun  he  sch 

draft,     ^  oi  j,^^  gije  ijg  makede  bar 

Nadde  he  stert  fan  a-syde  y 704 

Wyf  fat  strong  stroke  [vn]ride  he  h 

f  e  Saresyn  f  anne  him  vnder 

&  sayde,  "  f  ou  lesest  f  yn  herte  blod 

Charles  wit/i  hore  herd 708 

Suf 

0[liuer]  ansuerden 

"  Arst  f  ou  schalt  f  e  make  wrof 

jut  am  y  bof  e  quert  <fe  heil 712 

y  schal  a-quyte  f y  trauail  he?i 

?ou  schalt  jelde  f e  recreant  to 
'o  C[harlis]  suf  f  e  i  wille  f  e  grant          

.  fan  bi-gan  f er  a  ferly  fi3te 716 

Eyfcr  enpeynedem  vfith  is  my[jt] 

fey  laide  on  fan  so  feste  wyf 

fat  be  sot  of  hem  gan  out  berste  &  mad 

Sir  Fyruwbras  f  e  stronge  Olyuer 720 

"  f  on  durest  me  alto  longe  .  f 
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FBBimBBAS  HAVING   LEFT   HIS  SIDE   EXPOSED,    OLIVER  PIERCES   HIM.         31 

J>an  hiw  spak  erid  Olyuere  f  "  fou  ne  afferest  me  11031  so  !  [i«if  lo] 

Other  tydyng  schalt  J?ow  here  f  er  we  departe  a-two." 

'IT  AI  80  scharply  pes  men  of  mayii  f  J>an  smyte  to-gadre  ajy  724  their  itrokw 

So  do)?  J>e  fyr  &  wynd  &  rayn  f  an  he3  al  on  Jje  sky,  K tS**'- 

With  wilde  strokes  fat  fay  streken  f  eyfer  on  ofer  asonder, 
Helmes  &  scheldes  bar-wib  to-breken  f  &  schilde,  so  dob  be  bonder,     their  heimeu 
IF  Finimbras  wax  wod  on  Olyuer  i  fat  he  hym  wifstonde  mi^te ;  728  JJ^rumSwa^* 
A  toke  is  swerd,  &  3ude  him  neere  f  to  slen  him  had  he  ti3te ;  *^^* 

A  smot  him  on  be  helm  an  hex  i  bat  was  of  god  entaiUe,  •raite*.  ouver 

'  ^      '^  °  '  on  the  helmet, 

A  qua[r]ter  J>^-wif  a- way  far  fle3  i  &  for-carf  ys  cappe  of  maille ;        and  cut« 
Wyf  fat  stroke  a  schar  away  f  a  gret  del  of  ys  hare ;  .732  «p-«^n»u. 

Ac  god  halp  Opyuer]  fat  best  may  f  fat  he  nas  wonded  sare. 
IT  Opyuer]  egerlich^  fo  gan  to  lok  f  &  smot  til  him  wif  ire,  oiiTeraimia 

.  blow  at 

&  eymede  ful  euene  to  ^yue  f  e  strok  :  f  e  sarsyn  on  is  swyre.  Ferumbraa'a 

Wan  Fi[mmbras]  fe  strok  come  se^  f  fat  Oliuer  til  hym  mente,^  736 
His  scheld  held  he  vp  an  hej  f  to  kepe  hym  fro  fat  dente ;  Porombraa 

Ac  As  he  huld  is  scheld  vp  so  f  discouert  was  al  ys  side,  wS^eaves 

&  Opyuer]  aperceuede  ful  wel  fat  f 0  f  &  no  lengre  nolde  abide,  Jitered.*^' 

Bote  TO.  him  a  gerte  a  stroke  anon  i  &  egerlich  he  hym  sette  :      740  ouverthnutf 
*  In  the  margin  *  Ptwrnelich.*  *  fat  til  hym  [f o  was]  mente. 

fanne  hi>n  saide  Opyuer]  "  f ou  afferest Original 

Oper  tydyng  bou  schalt  here draft 

Als  so  scherply  fys  kny^tes 724 

So  dof  f e  fur  wynd  &  rayn . 

Wtt/t  wylde  strokes  fat  fey 

Helmes  &  scheldes  fer-wit^ 

F[erumbras]  wax  wod  on  Opiuer]  fat  he  hi??^     ....  728 

A  takef  ys  swerd  &  com  hi??i  n[eer] 

&  smot  him  on  f  e  helm  an  he3 

A  quarter  f  er-of  he  to  clef  &  eke 

With  hat  stroke  he  schar  a- way     .., 732 

Ac  god  hym  halp  fat  best  may  fat 

fan  wax  he  ful  egre  of  mod  & 

&  eymed  to  3yue  hiwi  a  stroke 

Wan  r[erumbras]  fat  stronge  stroke  y[-sej] 736 

Hys  scheld  he  held  vp  fanne  an  [he3] 

As  he  huld  his  scheld  yp  so , 

Opyuer]  fat  perceyuede  f 0,  no  len     , 

To  him  he  a  gerte  a  strok  a 740 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


32       FEBUMBRAS  BEGS  FOR  MEROT,    AND   PROMISES  TO   BECOME  ▲  CHRISTIAN. 

.at  kit  brmut,  Ynder  jB  brest  |>e  dent  Mm  com  f  ac  ye  costrel  fferst  him  mette ; 
f e  costrel  fat  was  with  yre  y-bouwde  i  fer-wiiJi  a-two  he  carf  ^, 
&  j)atlykour  }er-on  schadon  pe  grou7Kle  f  &  pat  swerd  on  ys  syde  swarf  ^, 

cuu  hto        &  Opei  half  spanne  for  carf ^  a  two  i  of  is  hauberke  ymad  of  maylle, 
&  of  is  lupouw  hit'  dude  al-so  f  paX  was  of  riche  entaylle,  745 

and  5  of  his    &  wib  bat  strok  doun  hit  do  (])  nam  f  v.  ribbes  of  ys  syde, 

&  wel  ne^  ys  guttes  pat  swerd  him  ran  f  &  made  hym  a  wouwde  ou7iride. 

and  hit  gntu  His  guttes  per-with  guwne  out  falle  i  &  dou/i  gan  re7me  fat  blod ; 

ou^  Ss  3ut  stod  he  strong  &  stif  wit^-alle  f  &  ne  batedede  no3t  is  mod ;  749 

Of  herte  was  he  hoi  &  sound  i  &  pleynede  hi?^  pe  jute  no  J>yng, 

He  kneeifl      Ac  soue  he  kneledo  oppon  fe  grond  f  &  fankede  heuene  kyng, 

IT  Jeanne  clypede  til  hym  ryjt  f  erld  Olyuer  and  sayde  :  752 

^oKo  km*'  "  Ha^6  mercy  of  me,  iantail  knyjt  f  for  Marie  sone  pat  mayde.* 

^**™'  &  For  his  lone  fat  al  may  see  f  y  pray  J)e,  sle  me  no3t ; 

Sris  '^IIl*  ^^^  ^  ^^  wiRe  cristned  to  bee  f  certis  fat  is  my  fojt. 

My  godes  fat  y  me  affied  on  f  buf  nojt  to  haue  on  mynde,  756 

fay  moje  no  more  do  fan  a  ston  f  &  f at  y  now  auynde, 

jif  hit  by-tidef  so  fat  y  may  f  be  y-wareschid  of  my  wounde, 

Mneouto      y  schal  scaf ye  hem  nijt  &  day  f  fat  bileuef  on  Mahou/^de ; 

»n^  Cristendom  by  me  schal  encressed  be  f  sykerly  if  y  may  scape ;    760 

' — *  These  two  lines  in  margin.  *  spanne  [be]  carf. 

'  he  altered  to  hit.  *  for  [loue  of]  Marie  sone. 

Original  Faste  vnder  is  breste  he  com 

draft,     Qjjer  half  spanne  he  carf  at[wo] 

&  of  his  iupou7i  he  dude  also  fat  w 745 

With  pat  stroke  a  dou?i  he  carf  his  rib 

Kej  f e  guttes  fat  swerd  dou/* 

Ac  f  ow  he  se^  his  guttes  fall  a 

He  stod  als-so  stif  for  al  as  h 749 

Of  herte  was  he  hoi  &  sound  & 

Bott  knelede  him  douw  on  f  e  g?*ond  & 

Sone  he  clepede  to  him  ri^t  E 75 'J 

**  Mercy,"  he  saide,  "  iantail  kny^t  for  loue 

For  his  loue  fat  al  may  se  y  p[ray] 

For  y  f  enke  to  cristened  be  ce 

My  godes  fat  y  afl&ed  on  bef 756 

fay  mowe ston 

.     .     .     may  be 

[6  w  7  lines  cut  offf\ 
y  schal  bofe  nijt  &  day 759 
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PEBUMBRA8  WARNS   OLIVER   OF   AN    AMBUSH   OF  THE  SARACENS. 
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&  for  payenye,  so  mot  y  fe  f  f ul  yuele  wil  y  schape ; 

fanne  schullej)  peynymes  cnstned  be  f  &  Lure  lay  for-sake. 

&  f e  croiine  of  j)om  &  pe  naylles  pre  f  a^en  fawne  wil  y  betake, 

&  al  ))e  relyqes  jjat  y  haue  i  y-take  ajeyn  fe  ri3t,  764 

Y  wil  jeld  op,  so  god  me  saue  1  &  bileue  on  god  almi^t. 

IF  y  jylde  me  her  to  Charlis  kyng  f  J>e  beste  kny3t  y-core 

Jat  is  owar  now  lyuyng  f  oJ?er  euere  was  her  be-fore. 

for  pau  me  hauest  conquerid  her  f  i  put  me  in-to  ^y  grace ;  768 

y  pray  fe  iantail  Olyuer  i  for-jyf  me  my  manace  ! " 

IT  Wan  Olyuer  had  him  al  yherd  f  is  herte  gan  vp  sprynge, 

In-to  is  scaberke  he  potte  his  swerd  f  &  went  him  to  }at  k3mge, 

&  huld  him  vp,  for  he  wax  paal  i  bi-twene  ys  armes  rounde,        772 

&  laid  him  doun  Jar-wiJ)-al  f  ful  softe  oppon  J>e  grouwde 

&  pulte  is  bowels  in  ageyn  f  &  is  golfanoun  he  gan  to  berste ; 

To  make  a  bond  he  was  ful  feyn  f  &  bond  hem  in  wel  feste.         775 

IT  Iran  saide  ri[rumbras]  til  him  a^e  f  "  do  let  me  hennes  here, 

Jat  y  ne  daye  in  fis  degre  f  cnstned  y  wolde  y  were." 

"  Certis,"  saide  j)e  ientail  knyjt  f  "  y  wolde  wel  fayne  fonde,        778 

If  y  wiste  how  ymy^t  f  make  J>e  vp  to  stonde ; 

Ac  fow  hast  so  myche  y-bled  f  J)at  paal  ys  al  J?y  face, 

Wharfor  y  am  sore  adred  f  to  remuwe  fe  of  pys  place." 

IT  ]>an  Fi[rumbra8]  enforcede  hym  j)er  i  to  arise  vp-on  ys  fete,       782 

&  stod  hym  vp  by  Olyuer  f  &  saide  wordes  swete : 

"  Iantail  kny^t,  of  me  tak  rewje  f  as  j)Ow  art  god  &  hende, 

&  help  me  hannes  for  j)y  trewfe  f  f or  y  am  nej  myn  ende. 

Myn  herte  him  ys  a-go  ful  ner  1  ychaunged  is  al  my  chere ;  786 

y  pray  Jre,  iantail  Olyuer  f  let  me  no3t  daye  here. 

IT  Go  now,  tak  my  gode  stede  f  \ai  tyed  ys  at  |>is  tree, 

&  he  schal  wel  in  thys  [my]  nede  f  here  bo])e  me  &  |)ee. 

&  tak  al-so  my  swerd  ploraunce  f  fat  hongej?  her  by  my  side,       790 

fe  hef)»e  of  hym  doJ>  greuaunce  f  to  my  wounde  wyde ; 

&  help  me  y  were  on  hym  an  horce  f  y  pray  j)e,  ne  spare  J)ou  no3t, 

&  y  wil  me  selue  enforce  f  ])at  y  wer  on  hym  brojt. 

Set  me  be-for  ])e  on  is  bak  i  &  fe  silue  be-hynde  ])anne,  794 

&  so  schalt  pou  wyjr-oute  lak  f  safly  haue  me  hanne. 

IT  Ac  y  wame  fe  of  a  torn  f  war-for  y  wolde  J)ow  spedde : 

FERTJVBRAS.  D 


and  make 
Pagans  be 
ehnsteneil. 
[leaf  10,  back] 

He  will 

restore  the 

reliquee  he 

haC 

and  yield  to 

KiugCharlee. 


OWver  pities 
Fwumbnia, 


poahee  his 
ooirels  in, 
and  binds 
them  up  with 
hisflae. 
FeruQ^ras 
aslcstobe 
carried  away. 

Oliver  says 
he  is  afraid  to 
move  him. 


Femmbras 
asks 


him  to 


fetch  his 
steed. 


and  take 
his  sword 
Ploraunce 
from  his  side, 
an  it  hnrts 
his  wound. 


and  to  lift 
him  on  to  his 
horse. 

Femmbras 
warns  Oliver 
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34  OLIVEB  IS  8UBB0UNDBD  BT  SAKA0EN8  :    HE  FIGHTS   BRAVELY^ 

f  ys  dai  erly  Iby  pe  morwn  f  wan  y  ros  of  my  bedde, 
ofan  ambash  y  leuede  ^ond  on  a  buchyment  f  sarasyns  wonder  fale,  798 

smxDM       In  J)e  wode  ))at  jonder  stent  f  ten  fousant  al  by  tale ; 

&  in  )>at  like  brnsschet  by  f  y.  {^ousant  of  o])re  and  mo, 
peaf  11]     y-horced  &  y-armed  fnl  sykerly  f  fro  J?e  top  in-to  ))e  to. 
waiting        Ac  y  for-bed  hem  alle  pere  f  wan  y  departede  hem  fro,  802 

fat  non  of  hem  so  hardy  were  f  fro  ]}enne  fay  ne  scholde  go, 
forhiaretom.  Or  ich  haddo  sum  Tiage  done  f  &  til  hew  come  a-geyn. 

Go  we  hanne  fer-for  sone  f  &  elles  J>ow  worst  beleyn." 

%  Wan  Opyuer]  y-hurde  how  he  spak  f  in  herte  a  was  agrened,  806 
Oliver  lifta     A  tok  be  stede  bat  was  colblak*  5  &  softly  vp  hiw  heued. 

him  ontohla'  '  ./jt 

horse,  Fir[umbra8]  was  hard,  &  suffrede  wel  f  po^  hit  hiw  greuede  sare, 

behiJSfSm*  ^  Opyuer]  lep  vp  be-hynde  hym snel  i  &  forf  wif  him  gan  fare. 

Ac  al  fat  trauayl  he  cast  away  f  as  je  schul  here  sone,  810 

For  or  fat  he  eft  kyng  Charlia  say  i  ful  miche  had  he  to  done, 
but  the         /^^  fys  anbuschymenj  fan  brek  out  i  Bruyllant  of  Mount  mirree, 
bSak*out.     ^^  ^  Sortybrant  of  Combles  wii/i  hure  rout  f  &  f  *  kyng  of  Mantreblee, 
Arrenor  •  Gwychard  •  &  Moredas  f  Gayot  and  Angwyree,  814 

Wyf  al  f e  power  fat  feer  was  f  xv.  f ousant  &  three. 
Olyuer  sone  y-sej  f  at  cas  f  &  swyf  fer  bi-gan  to  haste.  816 

But  he  was  encombred  wif  Fyrumbras  f  fat  he  ne  may  ride  faste. 
The  Preneh    Ac  wau  fe  freusche  men  hit  se^e  &  knewe  f  how  fe  Sarsyns  come  with  host, 
awembiy.      HuTO  communc  hom  f anne  fay  blewe  f  to  assemblie  to-gadre  hure  host 
IT  Charlis  neuew  duke  Koland  f  fan  was  sore  amayed,  820 

So  wem  f e  dof f epers  y  vnderstand  f  for  fay  wem  ou»i-araid, 
Charlemagne  Ac  as  jemo  fay  mi^te  f  fay  caste  f anne  on  hure  gere, 
arm.  Bof c  kyng,  duk,  erld  &  kny^t  i  &  al  othere  fat  far  were, 

oiiw being  IT  fe  Sarsyn;  gun  prykie  a-raundoun  f  &  Olyuer  bi-sette  aboute,   824 

surrounded, 

tela  down      f  e  woundedc  man  fan  he  set  adoun  :  &  f  oujte  askape  f  e  route. 
&  fan  he  prayde  to  god  almi^t  f  schold  saue  him  fat  ilke  day. 
As  wys  hit  was  in  trewf e  &  rijt  f  fat  he  tok  fat  iomay. 
&  al-so  he  prayde  for  Fyrumbras  f  fat  no  man  him  be-reue  828 

Til  he  wer  cristned  f orj  godes  gras  f  &  y-brojt  to  fe  rijt  beleue. 
IT  &  fan  he  be-gan  to  prykie  bet  f  &  nolde  no  leng[er]  abide, 
but  finding    Ac  wif  Sarsyns  he  was  bi-set  f  fat  come  on  enery  side, 
Moap«t        fat  he  ne  mijte  a-scape  f e  ferd  i  so  f ikke  fay  fulle  him  aan ;        832  * 
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&  ^anne  at  arst  drow  he  is  swerd  f  &  defendede  him  as  a  man. 

IT  }anne  was  Opyuer]  fat  semhhly  kny3t  f  al-one  among  is  fon ; 

He  hewf  on  Sara3yn8  with  al  is  my^t  i  &  slef  of  hem  manyon. 

Wham  he  smytef  wy))  his  dent  f  to  defe  a  ley])  hem  doune,         836 

Helmes  &  haberkes  he  al-torent :  &  do^tylich  scherth  hure  croune. 

IT  J)an  Opyuer]  bleynte  hym  a-side  f  &  Jj03te  a-scape  f  *  route, 

Bot  Janne  per  cam  til  him  ride  f  lampatrys  fe  proute  : 

Je  sarsyn  bar  til  him  a  spere  f  ac  for  0[lyuer]  haj>  no  schelde 

J>e  strong  strok  awey  to  here  f  is  hodi  a-side  he  felde, 

&  ferlich  til  him  a  rod  a-gayn  f  wij)  wel  egre  mode, 

&  wij)  IB  swerd  a  clef  is  brayn  f  forw-out  helm  &  hode : 

y&  sarsyn  ful  doun  ded  anon  f  &  Olyuer  tok  is  spere 

&  eke  ys  scheld  &  heng  hit  on  f  J»er-wiJ>  him-self  to  were, 

And  metej>  wit^  Turgys  on  pe  f eld  f  &  ridef  til  him  for  tene, 

&  jaf  him  a  strok  on  pe  scheld  f  j)at  was  ful  wel  y-sene ; 

pOTw  scheld,  haberke,  So  aketoun  f  pat  sper  him  gan  to  glyde, 

forw-ont  is  body  he  bar  him  dou»  f  &  ded  he  ful  pat  tide. 

IT  &  fan  he  drow  out  hautecler  f  is  swerd  ful  scharp  igrounde, 

&  smot  a  sara3yn  fat  cam  him  ner  i  &  ^af  him  def es  wounde : 

Wif  four  othre  metef  he  fan  f  fat  of  is  way  him  lette, 

&  smot  him  bof e  f orw  hed  &  pan  f  &  fuld  hem  on  f e  flette. 

Alle  fat  Opyuer]  areche  mi^te  f  wif  hautecler  he  dust  him  dou/?, 

f anne  fe  sarsyns  waze  aMjte  f  &  fiowen  him  what  fay  mowfi. 

IT  To  himward  come  far  ride  fan  f  Moradas  &  kyng  Kargys, 

&  f e  kyng  of  Combles,  sir  Sortybran  f  &  eke  fe  kyng  Margys, 

fus  kynges  a-fcried  erld  Olyuer  i  Ss  gradde  til  him  ful  hye, 

*'  f  ou  ne  askapest  no3t  ons,  pautener  i  bot  her  ri3t  f  on  schalt  dye." 


draws  his 
sword, 
mndcuts 
down  num- 
bers of  the 
Saraoeus. 


[leaf  11,  bV] 

Lampatrys 
diargea  him. 


840 

bot 

Oliver 

dodges, 

oleareshis 
skalU 
344  Mid  taking 
Ilia  I 


ronsTurgyt 
through; 


848 


then  draws 
his  sword 
HauUcleTf 


852 


and  slajs  five 
Saraceus. 


856  Moradas  and 
three  Icings 


charge  Oliver. 


IT  fan  Olyuer  gan  drede  hym  sare  f  &  faste  prikede  away, 

And  com  fo  wel  nej  him  fare  f  Firumbras  as  he  lay. 

By  fat  tyme  hadde  sir  Firumbras  i  ys  haberioun  of  y-caste, 

&  to  Olyuer  depede  in  fat  cas  f  &  said  til  hym  an  haste  : 

''  f ys  hauberk  y  rede  tak  of  me  f  &  cast  it  oppon  f  yn  owe, 

fe  sikerlukere  fer-inne  moje  je  f  defendy  ^our  body  af rowe . 

fow  hast  f er-to  grete  nede  i  wyf  sarsyns  f ow  art  enclos, 

fe  grete  god  f e  helpe  &  spede  f  &  kepe  f e  firam  f y  fos  1 " 

%  fan  Olyuer  hym  f onkede  jeme  f  &  echridde  him  wit/t  fat  gere, 

D   2 


860  He  flies 

past  Ferum- 
bras. 


864  who  says: 
*Talieray 
hauberk. 


and  may  Ood 
save  thee  1 ' 

868  Oliver  paU 
it  on. 
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OLIVER  IS   AT  LAST   OYBROOHE  BT   NUMBERS   AND  TAKEN   PRISONER. 


The  Saracens 
press  on  him. 


KarKjs  vrlih 
10.000  men 
attack  him. 


Oliver  slays 
20. 


[leaf  IS] 

and  then 
the  King 
himself. 


The  Saracens 
swarm  round 
him. 


His  hone  Is 
killed. 


His  shield, 


his  helmet^ 

and  his 
Jacket  are 
in  pieces. 


The  Saracens 

overpower 

him. 


&  anofer  way  gaii  he  terae  f  })at  Firumbras  y-founde  nere. 
Aboute  Olyuer  fan  ful  faste  f  J?ay  prikede  wif  spers  &  scheldes 
&  stumelich  on  him  ))ay  piaate  i  Sarasyns  in  tal  f e  feldes. 
Ac  euere  he  metej)  hem  with  is  brond  i  &  delej>  strokes  sounde,   872 
"Wham  so  he  hitte)>  wyj?  ys  bond  i  a  3af  hem  defes  wounde. 
IT  Kyng  Kargys  wes  stwme  &  prout  f  &  Olyuer  gan  jeme  assaille 
With  ten  Jjonsant  sarsyns  stif  &  stout  f  wel  y-armed  wztA-outo  faille. 
Olyuer  gan  hym  sturie  about  f  &  for-hewj)  hem  plate  &  maille      876 
xx*^  slow  he  of  pat  rout  f  Jat  non  annure  ne  mi^t  hem  vaille ; 
&  J?an  he  metef  wij>  fat  kyng  f  &  ridej?  til  hym  wyj>  mod, 
&  smot  him  wif  is  swerd  keruyng  f  a  steme  strok  &  a  god ; 
f  orw  helm  &  scoUe  he  clef  him  doun  f  &  f  orj  auentaile  &  f  orj  hod  880 
forw  haberke  &  forw  is  aketoun  f  attes  nauel  fe  dent  a-stod. 
IT  fan  laid  he  on  pe  Sarsyns  wykke  f  faste  be  euery  helue, 
Ac  euere  fay  fulle  on  him  so  f ykke  f  fat  ounef e  he  kepte  him-selue. 
f e  sarsyns  wente  til  hym  wif  strengf  e  i  &  laid  on  him  al  aboute.  884 
Ac  0[lyuer]  kepte  hymen^  is  swerdes  lengf e  f  euerechone  wif-oute, 
&  smytef  til  hymen  with  Juj^t  &  mayn  f  &  kepf  him  be  enerj  syde ; 
Summe  he  smytef  in-to  f e  brayn  f  &  summe  jaf  woundes  wyde ; 
A  steme  gret  schour  a  3af  hem  far  f  &  laide  hem  a  doun  ful  f ykke. 
Neuer  nas  o  man  fat  bettre  him  bar  f  amonges  so  mony  wikke.    889 
IT  fan  cam  til  him  a  Sarsyn  prout  f  prikyng  wif  rendoun, 
&  smot  his  stede  wif  a  sper  f  orw-out  f  fat  Tie  ful  ded  adoun. 
Opyuer]  stert  vp  .  &  til  hym  wond  f  &  jaf  him  a  stroke  wyf  mijte, 
Wyf  al  f  e  strengf  e  of  bof  e  ys  bond  f  &  to-clef  ys  body  ri3te.       893 
%  f e  Sarajyns  wrof e  guwne  to  waxe  i  &  as  wode  men  f anne  fay  f urde, 
&  layde  til  him  wif  sper  &  axe  f  wyf  Gysarmes  &  wtt^  swerde. 
ys  scheld  fat  was  wyf  golde  y-batrid  f  &  eke  wyf  ire  y-bounde,  896 
Sone  fay  had  hit  al  to-clatrid  f  f e  peeces  leye  on  f e  groundo. 
ys  helm,  ys  coyphe,  ys  habryioun  f  alle  fay  hadde  to-rente, 
&  eke  ys  noble  aketoun  f  was  [al]  for-hewe  &  schente. 
Ac  al  f e  whyle  fat  he  was  sounde  f  he  delte  dentes  sare,  900 

Til  he  hauede  so  many  a-wounde  f  fat  he  ne  mi3t  fijte  no  mare. 
IT  fan  f e  Sarsyns  on  him  runne  f  &  set  on  him  hondes  fale. 
To  f e  erf e  fay  habbef  him  wonne  f  &  brojt  is  body  on  bale. 

'  MS,  hymem. 
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ROLAND   AND   OTHERS   FOLLOW  TO  RESCUB  HIM;  37 

His  hondes  fan  fay  toke  ri^t  f  &  leyden  liim  on  his  bake  be-hynde,  904  tie  hu  hand*, 

&  al  80  harde  as  tweyne  myjt  f  wif  a  corde  f ai  duden  him  bynde. 

&  suffe  fay  han  y-take  a  clout  i  &  duden  him  more  tene,  blindfold 

&  byndef  fer-wif  is  e3ene  about  f  for  he  ne  schold  no3t  sene. 

An  hakenay  fay  toke  fat  fay  founde  i  &  set  him  f  er-on  god  spede,  908  wt  him  on  a 

&  vnder  ys  wombe  ys  legges  bounde  i  f  e  sykerluker  hym  to  lede»         T^  un^ 

IT  fan  fe  kny3t  is  mone  gan  make  f  &  sayde,  "  alas  f  alas  I  ^  ^'^* 

Charlis  kyng,  for  fy  sake  f  me  is  bi-tid  f ys  cas." 

He  saide,  "  Charlis,  whar  ert  fou  f  in  hwam  my  trist  was  euere  1912 

A  i  Eolond,  felawe,  help  me  now  J  1  for  f ou  ne  failedest  me  neuere." 

Til  hym  fan  saide  kyng  Moradas  f  "  a-nof er  schal  be  f y  songe,  Mortdaa 

y  ne  schal  no3t  ete,  by  Mahoun  is  fas  f  til  f  ow  be  h^e  an  honge."      **»"*» 

NOW  ys  Olyuer  fus  ytake  f  among  is  enymys.  916  [leaf  12,  bk] 

Moradas  f  e  kyng  of  wham  y  spake  i  dipef  his  companys, 
L.  Sara3yns  fawne  a  chees  f  among  hem  far  and  sede :  hSj**'^*" 

"  Wendef  bi-fore  &  ledef  fees  i  to  Egremoyneward  wtt^  god  spede ;  ^^^JJ.^^ 
Faref  faste  on  jour  way  f  bote  euere  habef  on  mynde,  920 

fat  he  be  kept  in  yuel  aray  f  &  we  willef  30W  kepe  behynde.** 
fay  went  hem  forf  on  apendant  f  vriih  olyuer  fat  was  ibouwde, 
fat  hewles  was  of  semblant  f  for  he  bar  many  a  wounde. 
His  blod  gan  renne  a-doun  ful  tojt  f  by  fe  waye  as  he  gan  ride,   924 
&  jut  f  e  sarasyns  ne  spared  him  nojt  i  bote  beten  euere  &  cride.         His  escort 

torment  and 

"  Turmentye  we  wel  f  es  cristene  fef  f  f  •  wile  he  is  otcs  amonge,  threaten  hhn. 

For  he  hath  don  ous  gret  reprefe  f  to  morje  schal  he  ben  howge." 

IF  By  fat  was  araid  duke  Kolant  f  &  saw  hymen  awayward  schake,  928  Rniand  sees 

"  Alas,"  said  he,  "  god  vayllant,  f  "  Olyuer  my  felaw  ys  take ! 

y-seef  fat  jonder  company  f  how  fay  him  ledef  away ; 

now  spede  we  him  to  socoury  f  for  godes  loue  wat  je  may  1  '*  and  eaii«  for 

Koland  prikede  is  stede  of  prys  i  so  dude  scot  Gwylmer,  932 

So  dude  Geflfray  and  Aubrys  f  &  Berard  of  Montdisdier ;  knUrhtT^^ 

So  dude  f e  duk*  of  Borgoygne  •  Sir  Gy  f  fat  hardy  was  &  wys, 

&  eke  Kichard  of  normandy  f  &  eke  sire  Alorys ; 

&  duk  neymes  of  Baueer  f  Wyf  fe  gray  hore  berde,  936 

Basyn,  Terry,  and  Ogier  f  &  Charlis  wif  al  *  his  ferde. 

fay  criede  "  a  mont  ioie  !  seynt  dynys  i  "  after  hem  as  fay  gunne  ryde,  nde  to  rewme 

"  30  token  yuele  f  e  knyjt  of  prys  f  &  yuele  jou  schal  be-tyde.** 
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38   BUT  THE  SARAOBNS  BALLT.  AND  CAPTURE  FOUR  OF  THE  D0UZEPERE8. 

IT  Rolant  ran  to  Comybourgh  -  &  smot  him  with  a  spere,  940 

A  persched  ys  scheld  &  bar  hiwi  porwh  f  &  slow  hym  for  al  yB  gere. 

Berard  in  ))e  same  plas  f  mette  wy))  Torgys, 

&  Oger  deneys  wyj)  Athenas  f  Ss  Eichard  wyf  Margys, 

&  sire  Gyoun  of  Boigoygne  f  wip  Brudelan  of  mouwtbys,  944 

Each  siayi     So  ))at  eu^Tecb  witA-oute  ensoygne  f  ha))  a-slawe  his. 

To  ))e  Sarasyns  jyuen  ))ay  hard  batail  f  <fi;  slowe  him  alle  aboute ; 
Wan  hure  speres  guwne  to  faille  f  hure  swerdes  pay  drowen  oute.  947 
Of  summe  pay  smyte  of  legges  &  armes  f  &  of  sum  pe  heuedes  fay  gerde, 
&summe)Miystykede  por^  guttes  &  pearmesf  so  foulewit^  hem  J>ei  ferde. 

They  are  like  Als  fuide  pay  wip  pat  ilke  hepe  f  wip-oute  tales  mo, 

flock  of         As  dop  wolues  ««nong  pe  shape  f  wan  pay  comep  hem  to. 

Al  pe  feldes  po  wem  y-fuld  f  of  dede  men  on  pe  grounde,  952 

Saue  an  vewe  pat  leye  Ss  julde  f  &  abide  hur^  depes  stounde. 
[leaf  18]     IF  pe  whyle  pys  batail  was  don  per  f  as  y  ha  told  30W  here, 

Oliver's        pe  opre  of  wyche  y  tolde  of  eer  f  chacyep  forp  Olyuere, 

him  on,        And  leggep  on  hym  strokes  harde  f  as  he  ri^dt  y-bou7ide,  956 

pe  wyles  pay  of  pe  rerewarde  f  bup  y-laid  doun  to  grouTide. 

and  take  to    If  "Wan  pay  y-seje  pat  pes  frensche  men  f  jyue  hem  so  scherp  a  schour, 
Faate  a-wayward  guwne  pay  flen  f  pay  sparede  no  deshonour. 

but  sortj-     Ac  pe  kyng  of  Combles,  sir  Sortybran  f  pat  was  hure  goutfmoup,  960 
panne  cryede,  "  lordes,  comep  ajen  f  &  schewyap  jour  vygour ! 
We  woUep  sle  pus  frensche  her  f  rijt  in  clene  bataille." 

J?d  th^*"^  Wip  pat  pe  Sarsyns  reliede  hem  per  f  &  pe  frensche  men  gunne  tassaille. 

¥nu6b,        ^  f^  Sarsyns  panne  vriih  gode  herte  f  fojte  &  sparede  hem  najt,  964 
Harde  strokes  &  eke  smerte  i  to  pe  frenschemen  panne  pay  rajk 
pay  caste  til  hem  gleyues  &  launce  f  falsarj  &  feperd  dart, 
&  slowe  p6r-wip  knijtes  of  f raunce  f  &  jaue  hem  batail  hard. 

Gw'^imVn      Crwater  pay  a  slowe  pen  f  &  Gwylmyn  pay  duden  al-so,  968 

M^^     And  of  othre  frensche  men  f  wel  thre  score  &  mo. 

So  sherplich  po  on  hem  pay  f  ulle  f  pes  Sarsyns  al  wip  strengpe, 
pat  pe  frensche  men  pai  made  reculle  i  wel  an  akers  lengpe. 

flwyimer,      panuc  pay  asayllede  Scot  Gwylmer^  f  &  toke  him  a-force  fyne,     972 

S?d  A^bry     ^  ®^®  ^^  Berard  of  Moundisder*  f  &  GeflBfay  of  Langeuyne ; 

are  taken,      ^  j^^  ^^^j^  j,^y  ^^^  ^^  j^^^  j  gj,  Aubry,  a  uoble  knyjt, 

*  pay  asayllede  [Berard  of  montdisdier].         *  Some  words  erased  here. 
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ROLAND  AKD  OOIEB  PUR8UB  THE  SARACENS  TILL  SUNSET. 
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988 


992 


&  alle  fay  am  of  fe  dofjjepere  i  fat  J>o  bufe  taken  in  fy^t. 

IT  J>as  barons  weren  take  wif  force  f  <fe  harde  y-bounde  y  trowe,  976 

And  8uJ)J)en  y-set  alle  an  horce  f  &  awayward  wtt/i  hem  fay  drowe. 

Ac  wan  Charlis  hit  wiste  &  sej  f  for  hymen  hym  gan  to  maye  : 

Ofte  a  cride  to  his  host  an  he^  f  "  now  prikeaf  kny3tes,  y  praye ; 

If  fay  hymen  ledef  f us  away  f  my  dof f epers  fat  buf  y-take,        980 

f anRe  ys  my  worschip  lost  for  ay  f  certes  for  fat  sake." 

fanne  mi^te  me  sen  f e  frensche  men  f  after  f is  Sarsyn^  chace, 

fay  hold  hor  scheldes  bi-fom  hem  i  &  harde  hem  bi-gunne  enbrace. 

At  aualyng  of  an  hulle  f  f e  frensche  ban  fey  of-take,  984 

&  wawne  f 'irensche  men  on  hem  fulle  f  fe  Sarasyns  gunne  to  quake, 

^  fan  comencede  a  batail  newe  f  by-twene  f 6«  hostes  two, 

fe  Sarasyns  sons  fay  al-to-bewe  f  fat  fay  of-token  f o. 

Itolond  diow  out  durendal  f  fat  schon  so  siluer  bri3t. 

For  Opyuer]  hym  was  wo  wyf  al  f  fat  he  ne  had  him  in  si^t 

Ac  suf f e  fat  he  ne  may  hym  seen  f  a  f 03te  fan  or  he  wente 

Amonges  hem  f  er  a-wreke  is  teen  f  sone  wyf  swerdes  dente. 

^  f  e  furste  he  mette  hi^t  engwylard  f  a  Sarsyn  of  gret  renoun, 

for}  helm  &  coyphe  fat  wem  hard  f  be  clef  ys  bed  a-doun ; 

He  fel  doun  ded  oppon  f e  ground  i  is  lifdawes  wem  ido  ; 

"  K^"  quaf  he,  "  f  on  hef  ene  hound  '*  i  &  anof eme  he  lawte  f  o, 

&  jaf  him  a  strok  al  on  ys  yre  f  with  durendal  is  brond :  996 

His  heued  gerto  he  fro  f e  swyre  i  fat  it  tomblede  on  f e  sondl 

Al  fat  he  areche  mi^te  f  a  dust  hem  doun  to  dede. 

fe  Sarasynj  wem  of  him  ai&i3te  f  &  prykede  away  god  spede, 

A  ledef  wif  hem  fe  ryche  prysouns  f  fat  fay  habbef  y-take, 

&  fay  foljyeaf  after  wif  rendouws  f  wel  sory  for  hure  sake. 

H  Eoland  prykede  after  blyf  i  for  fe  loue  of  Olyuer  fan, 

&  potte  an  auenture  ys  owe  lif  i  to  rescuwy  fat  do^ty  man. 

Ogier  deneys  on  Bryafort  f  wif  him  prikede  al-so. 

And  jaf  Eoland  god  coumfort  f  fat  chyuachee  for  to  do. 

%  Now  chacief  fay  f e  Sarseneys  f  f is  noble  kni^te^  tweye, 

Ouer  mountayns  &  ouer  yaleys  f  ne  dradde  f  ai  for  non  aye. 

To  rescuwe  f is  barouns  gode  f  eu^re  fay  prykede  faste, 

As  noble  men  &  he}  of  mode  f  fat  of  nof yng  wem  agaste. 

Ac  al  fat  fay  of-take  mi)te  f  as  fay  prikede  f o. 


tied  on 
horses, 
and  carridd 
away. 

Charles 
lainenta 
for  his 
knighto. 


Then  the 
French 
puraue  the 
Saracens, 
and  orertake 
them. 


A  fresh  fight 
b^ins. 


Roland  draws 
his  sword 
Durendal 


[leaflS.baol(l 
and  cuts 
down  Eng- 
wyhird. 


1000 


The  Saracens 
fly  with  tlieir 
prisoners. 


Roland  aikd 


1004  Ogier 


ohaM  tlie 
Saracens  over 
hiUaaddale» 


1008 


slAying  all 
they  can 
catch. 
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40  CHARLES  DISCOVERS  FERUMBRAS,   WHO  BEGS   FOR  MEROT. 

Wtt^  dent  of  swerd  fay  sloven  him  rijt  f  &  prikede  forp  after  mo. 
pus  pay  prikede,  fuse  two  barouw  f  hure  frendes  to  rescowe,        1012 
tiu  nearly      Til  be  soime  was  ne)  so  doun  f  &  can  to  sitte  lowe. 

•unset,  '  ^  ^ 

Sory  wer  fey  for  hi  ne  nii3t  f  hure  pruwesse  fulfille  fore. 

*i»en  1^     To  Charlis  host  a^en  fay  ti^t  1  be-hynde  hew  fer  f o)  fay  wore. 

IF  "Wei  longe  hadde  fys  chas  y-lest  f  of  fys  kny^tes  tweyn,  1016 

f e  Sarsyns  fle^e  &  no^t  ne  sest  i  war-for  fay  twmde  i^eyn, 
AI  ful  were  f e  weyes  almost  f  of  sarasyns  fay  han  a-sleyn, 
Ac  for  Rolond  hauef  is  pwrpos  lost  f  fan  was  he  nof yng  fayn. 

charieeat      ^  Charlis  saw  b®  Sonne  ne;  set  f  bat  red  ban  schon  <fe  lowe,         1020 

Biinwt  retiree  r  ^  f  r  i 

to  his  camp,  j^^  j^jg  pauillouns  to  haue  recet  f  f  iderward  gan  he  drawe. 

&  wif  his  host  he  tornde  ajeyn  f  wif  a  wel  yuele  chere, 
grjOTing  for   &  eutfTo  he  si3te  &  gan  to  seyn  i  *  Alas '  f  fat  he  cam  theere : 

*'  Alas  f  Olyuer,  my  gode  knijt  f  for  f  e  myn  herte  ys  cold*         1024 

Alas  !  f e  t3rme  fou  scholdest  fi^t  f  wit/t  fat  Sara^yn  bold. 

Alas  !  now  buf  myn  barouws  wyjt  i  fro  me  y-take  in  hold. 

Alas  I  f e  tyme  fat  in  mi  si^t  f  f is  mischef  falle  schold." 
Njgnwcom-  %  Duk  neymes  ihurde  ys  mone  f  &  saide  to  f e  kyng,  1028 

"  Auenge  f  e  her-of  eft  sone  f  &  let  now  f  y  momyng. 
Deaf  14]     f  yn  barons  schullef  be  delyuered  wel  i  wif  f  e  hilp  of  god  almi3t, 

&  f e  Sarasyns,  be  fay  nojt  so  fel  f  scht^llaf  abigge  fys  ounrijt." 
Charles  Towi  fan  kyng  CpiarliaJ  swer  is  of  f  ne  scholde  he  neuere  be  fayn,     1032 

Til  he  had  Iutti  mad  hem  wrof  f  &  his  barons  gete  a3ayn« 
At  ^^^^  IF  A&  fey  ride  so^  on  f e  way  f  s^chyng  on  f e  playne, 
Fenunbras.    j,ey  founde  Firuwibras  far  a  lay  f  vnder  a  tre  of  frayne. 

Wan  Charlis  y-saw  hiw  war  he  was  f  he  ne^hedem  &  sayde,       1036 
Charles         «  Maugreo  haue  fou,  Fyrumbras  f  for  f y  foul  mysbrayde ; 

y  haue  y-lost  Erld  Olyuer  f  fys  day  for  f  y  sake, 

&  duk  Berard  of  Moundesdier  f  &  of  re  fat  buf  y-take." 
Ferauibraa    ^  ryr[umbras]  herde  what  Charlis  saide  f  &  made  a  grete  sy^yng^  1040 
andjiraibij   oppon  ys  arm  ys  heued  a  layde  f  &  humbhche  ansuered  fe  kyng, 

"  A  i  charlis,  kyng  of  fraunce  f  ne  spek  f erof  no  more ; 
•I  have        y  haue  ynow  of  greuaunce  f  &  jut  me  ys  wers  fer-fore. 
oiwS'has     -^^^  Olyuer  wM  strenfe  in  fijt  f  haf  me  her  conquered,  1044 

SSdYl'S?'     &  y  til  hiw  am  trewe  y-plijt  f  &  haue  myn  of  y-swered, 
lo  become  a   fat  y  schal  euere  fro  fys  day  f  f  e  hefene  lay  f or-sake, 

*  MS.  ride  [for^]. 
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And  beleue  in  cm^ene  fey  f  &  folloht  to  me  take. 

y  sufiErie  ynow  of  sorwe  &  pyn  i  my  syde  ys  al  to-tore,  1048 

&  if  y  daye  her  Barsyn  i  y  wot  y  am  y-lore. 

For  ]>e  loue  of  filke  crist  f  fat  f ou  lyuest  on, 

Help  me  fat  y  were  baptist  i  in  fe  holy  fanston : 

Por  wer  ich  mad  a  cristenman  f  &  my  wounde  faire  y-helid,       1052 

Hef emen  schold  y  so  greue  fan  f  fat  fay  shulle  sore  y-felid, 

&  fay  fat  now  buf  Sarasyns  f  schold  twme  to  cm^ene  lay, 

&  elles  fay  scholde  f olye  pyns  f  for  hure  false  fay. 

IT  f  e  croune  of  f  orn  schal  y  ^eld  vp  f  &  f  e  naylles  three  1056 

fat  pyned  jour  lord  wan  he  was  put  f  on  f e  rode  tree ; 

&  of  re  reliques  riche  y-now  f  whar-of  y  haue  plentee, 

y  schal  hem  jelde  ajen  to  jow  i  Charlis  kyng  so  free. 

Be  f e  saule  fat  y  here  f  &  as  god  lese  me  of  my  greuaunce,         1060 

Me  greuef  more  for  Olyuere  f  fan  of  my  owe  penaunce ; 

Ac  K  y  be  helyd  by  help  &  cure  f  of  my  womide  wyde, 

Alle  fey  schulle  abbigget  dure  f  fat  token  him  in  fat  tide. 

For  godes  loue,  sir  Emperour  f  tak  pite  of  me  here,  1064 

It  tumef  30W  to  gret  deshonoi^r  f  &  y  daye  in  f  is  manere." 

^  "Wan  Charlis  had  herd  f  is  answere  i  is  herte  to  him  ward  feld ; 

He  het  .iiij.  knijtes  him  arere  f  &  here  him  forf  on  a  scheld. 

Softe  fus  knyjtes  fan  him  here  f  to  fe  kyngis  pauyllouw  1068 

&  of  hur  handes  ne  let  him  nere  f  til  Charlis  het  set  him  doun* 

IT  Charlis  hemself  &  sire  Oger  f  ouTiarmede  him  f  0  anon, 

&  wan  he  was  sengle  amoung  hem  f  er  i  hy  auysed  is  schap  echon. 

Brode  scholdres  had  he  wttA-alle  f  &  brustes  ful  quarree,  1072 

Wyf  longe  sydes  &  middel  smalle  1  a  wel  schape  man  was  hee. 

Wit/t  Browes  bente  &  ejen  stoute  f  and  lokede  so  f  e  facoun : 

Co  seche  fe  worlde  al  aboute  i  ne  was  man  of  fairer  fasouw. 

AUe  fat  him  be-hulde  fan  f  among  hem  fai  saide  fere,  1076 

fat  Olyuer  was  a  dojty  man  1  wan  hym  he  mijt  cowquere. 

^  A  wel  fair  knijt  was  Firumbros  f  ouwarmid  wan  he  lay, 

Ac  ys  Fysage  al  discolourid  was  1  for  is  blod  was  gon  away ; 

thre  sifes  a  sounede  affom  hem  fere  f  for  angwys  of  ys  wounde,  1080 

By-fore  f e  lordes  fat  far  were  f  wif-inne  a  litel  stonde. 

f  Charlis  tok  nite  of  fat  sijt  i  an  archebisschop  a  clepede  anon. 


Christian ; 

lam  8ore 
woondad. 


Help  me  now 
and  I  will 
make  all 
Saracen* 
become 
Christiana. 


I  win  give  up 
the  crown  of 
thorns,  and 
the  three 
nalU 

and  other 
relies. 


I  grieve  more 
Ibr  Oliver 
tlian  for 
myself, 
but  I  will 
avenge  him.' 


[leaf  U,  back] 


Chnrles 
orders  foar 
knight«  to 
bear  him  to 
his  tent, 


and  takes  off 
his  armour. 


A  wen  shaped 
man  he  was, 
with  broad 
shonlders, 
and  eyes  like 
an  eagle. 


Tljrice  he 
faints  with 
pain. 

Charles 
orders  an 
Ardibishop 
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toba^iM      And  het  him  sone  fat  he  wer  di^fc  f  to  blessy  pe  holy  fanston^ 

night.  j,at  he  were  fulled  fat  ilke  ni3t  f  &  ymad  cristenmon.  1084 

]>e  prelat  dide  el  so  he  hi3t  i  &  plungede  him  sone  J>er-on. 
He  to  ^  ban  was  cristned  sir  Finimbras  f  a  man  of  gret  deffens, 

SSnSd  teT  ys  name  ther  y-chaunged  was  f  &  was  ihote  Florens, 
S^iridwS*   ^  f^3  ™®  tomde  far  ys  name  f  as  fe  maawre  was,  1088 

F^rambrai.    Eucre  jut  after  a  baar  fe  same  i  &  men  cliped  him  Firuwbras. 
f  Wan  he  was  cmtene  man  ymad  f  on  a  bed  fan  was  he  laid, 
J)at  wtt^  riche  clo]>es  was  y-sprad  f  &  ful  faire  araid. 
chmrtM'owtt  Charlis  clipede  ys  leches  fo  i  &  ^erae  gan  him  praye  1092 

jttond  to      jjat  fai  scholde  til  him  go  f  is  wounde  to  enserche  &  saye. 

IF  At  is  heste  fey  wente  fer-to  f  &  sof te  gunne  taste  is  wounde. 
His  lyure,  ys  lu7ige  <fe  is  guttes  al-so  f  &  lou^d  hem  hoi  &  sou/ide. 
Th^decUra  fan  saide  fay  to  Charlemayn  f  fay  woldejiim  vndertake,  1096 

they  can  care  -,.  iio**  ji*  i_ 

him  '^ti>'n    fay  wolde  wit^-inne  monf es  twayn  f  hoi  &  souwd  him  make. 

at  which       "  Dof ,"  quaf  he,  "  fat  faire  cure  1  &  sikor  ynow  je  beo, 

piaaaed.        Qf  ^ouT  warysoun  je  schul  be  sure  f  wan  fat  ich  it  seo." 
Deaf  15]     IF  fanne  saide  f*  Emperour  i  "  iherid  beo  god  almi3t !  1100 

Had  y  now  erld  Olyuer  f  myn  herte  were  al  lyjt : 
&  myne  of  re  barons  gode  f  fat  f  e  Sar^yns  han  y-take." 
fan  set  he  him  doun  drurymode  f  &  dropede  for  hure  sake. 

Kaanwbiia     f  I  lOme  we  ftxen  in  tour  sawes  f  &  speke  we  atte  frome  1104 

OUrerand  I 

**ri»onMii'      ""^    ^^  -^^^  Olyuer  &  his  f elawes  f  fat  Sarajyns  habbef  ynome. 

f e  Sara^yns  prykyaf  faste  away  f  as  harde  as  fay  may  hye, 
are  hurried    And  ledef  wif  hymen  fat  riche  pray  f  fe  flour  of  Chyualarye, 

By  hilles  &  roches  swyfe  horrible  i  on  hur  cors  fay  wente,  1108 
to  Hantribia,  And  er  fay  come  to  Mantrible  f  neuere  fay  ne  astente. 

Ouer  f e  brigge  fay  gunne  ride  f  fat  was  fill  huge  of  lengthe, 
where  thej    In  f e  Cite  fat  ny3t  to  abyde  f  to  kep  hem  f er  in  strengthe. 
nighu  "Wij,  iiure  prisouns  fay  comen  in  f  fat  were  ytake  be  chaunce ;  1112 

f e  dra^tbrigge  was  drawe  vp  after  hem  f  for  drede  of  f  e  host  frauTice. 
Nertmora-  Sono  fay  ryse  vp-on  fe  morwe  f  &  to  Egremoygne  fay  toke  fe  way. 
Aigremon^  God  kepe  f e  prisouTis  out  of  sorwe  f  for  earful  fay  were  fat  day  ! 

Wanne  fay  come  to  f e  oastel  jate  f  hure  homes  fay  blewe  fiswte,  1116 

fe  porter  alredi  was  f er-ate  *  &  let  hym  in  an  haste. 
The  Kmir,     V  fe  heghe  Amerel  sir  Balan  f  fat  was  on  his  halle  an  he^, 
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BALAN  ENQUIRES  THEIR  NAMES,  AND  ORDERS  THEU  TO  DEATH,      43 

Faste  )>7der  psame  he  ran  f  wanne  he  hymen  come  y-^e},  ram  to 

&  wip  hem  al-so  sir  Lama^our  f  a  kyng  of  hej)ene  londe,  1120 

&  wan  fay  comen  doun  of  Je  tour  f  after  tydyngges  fay  gunne  to  f onde. 

^  Bmillant,  y  kyng  of  mountmirree  f  of  is  stede  him  li^te  adoun, 

fan  amyral  fanne  saluede  hee  f  in  fe  name  of  sire  Mahoun, 

fe  Amyral  of  hym  axeth  sone  f  wat  tydynge  fay  had  y-hrojt ;    1124  "h^^f^SJlJ^ 

**  Tel  f  ou  hem  me  ri3t  anone  f  and  for  no-f  yng  hele  f  on  no^t.  '^  **^"'* 

hane  je  taken  duk  Eoland  f  &  Olyuer  his  felawe, 

&  wyf  Charlis  fojt  wyf  hand  f  &  hys  dof  f  epers  a-slawe  ?  " 

^  "  Nay,"  seyf  he,  "  hy  seynt  Mahoun  i  it  is  no^t  as  ^e  sayn ;    1128  Broflumt 

We  buf  discomfyt  &  sleyn  ardoun  1  wif  f  e  kyng  Charlemayn,  bJaun^" 

&  f y  sone  sir  Fyrumbras  i  fat  fau3t  with  a  kny^t  of  fraunce,  .iTiSIS*^ 

Be  name  ne  know  y  nojt  wat  he  was  f  ac  f  ar  18  betid  a  chaunce,         **"** 

fat  Fy[rumbra8]  by  him  ys  ouercome  i  as  fay  fojte  in  felde,       1 132 

&  to  cristendom  hab  him  nome  1  &  to  Charlis  kynir  is  aelde."  b<u  become 

^  JO?  a  Chrl.tiaii/ 

^  Wan  f  e  Amyral  haf  iherd  f  e  kyng  f  in  sowenyng  gan  he  falle ;      The  Emir 

Ac  wan  he  awok  of  his  so^nyng  i  loude  he  gan  to  calle,  grieret 

&  wrong  ys  hondes  &  saide,  "  alas  f  ys  my  sone  y-nome?  1136 

My  ioye  ys  lost  For  Fyrumbras  f  wat  msm  is  he  bi-come.  for  Ferum* 

H  Alas  I  "what  sorwe  haf  he  don  f  fat  was  so  hardy  &  wi^t,  [io»fi6,bMk] 

fat  he  was  encombred  so  for  on  f  to  yeld  him  to  such  a  knyjt  1 

Y.  hundred  y  saw  ajen  him  gon  f  &  he  slow  alle  in  fi3t,  1140 

&  now  ys  he  take  among  is  fon  f  y-lost  ys  al  my  mi^t. 

&  if  he  is  tumd  to  cr^^^ene  lay  f  alas  f  f  arzne  is  hit  wers, 

Leu^re  me  were  by  my  fay  f  he  were  to-drawe  wyf  hors." 

^  fe  Amyral  saide  f anne  a3eyn  f  "  tel  me  what  is  fe  kny^t,       1144  «««  "^hS 

fat  was  so  mi^ty  man  of  mayn  f  to  ouercome  my  sone  in  &^V*  ■®°- 

Bruyllant  saide,  "  so  mot  y  frjrue  ;  f es  moste  man  in  sijt,  ^™  u^oat 

fat  stent  ibounde  among  hem  vyue  her  by-fore  30W  ri^t."  ^'**<>'- 

^  "  Aha ! "  quaf  he,  "  is  fes  fe  f ef  1  f  f e  deuel  him  mote  foi'-gna^e, 

fat  ou^rcom  my  sone  fat  was  me  lef  i  &  bro^t  him  to  is  lawe !   1 149 

By  Mahoun,  fat  is  my  god  in  pref  i  ne  schal  y  nojt  be  fawe,  Bjonn  sweart 

Er  y  sen  him  hane  mischef  f  an-hanged  &  to-drawe.**  SSd  dJSJ^ 

^  Wan  fay  herd  him  frete  ft«  f  fe  frenschemen  far  fay  stode,  1152 

Olyuer  saide,  "  help,  iesus  f  fat  bojtest  ous  wif  fy  blode  I  ourer  wan» 

&  felaweSy"  he  saide,  "  cowfortiaf  jow  wel  f  &  for  nojt  fat  may  be-falle,  compMiioM 
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»ot  to  tell      pat  non  of  ous  is  name  ne  tel  f  auysyep  jow  wel  witA-alle : 

or  eiM  for  wiste  fe  Ameral  sykerly  f  of  f e  doJ>J)epers  pat  we  were,         1 156 

for  al  J>e  gold  in  cristenty  f  now  of  ous  wolde  he  spare, 
th^  wiu  pat  we  ne  scholde  to  def  e  gon  f  be  hangid  &  to-drawe, 
»>««*»•        Ouper  be  demembrid  euerechoun  f  &  bro^t  of  lyues  dawe." 

f^  "  As  py  wil  is,"  saide  pay  po  i  "we  willep  alle  heere."  1160 

SSiS^E"*  To  Hem  pan  wente  Sarsyns  two  »  &  ouTiarmide  Olyuere ; 

pe  bond  pat  is  fysage  was  bounde  wyp  f  to  stoppen  is  louely  sijt, 

pay  ounbouTide  &  is  felawes  sip  f  pat  were  al  men  of  mi^te. 
ouTtrinMOd.  IF  pan  was  Olyuer  al  colourleea  f  for  pe  blod  pat  he  had  schad.  1164 
T^  Bmir      Wan  pe  Amyial  y-saw  al  wat  a  was  f  for  wrappe  he  wax  n^  mad, 
»*>»^        •  And  til  him  a  wente  anon  f  &  askede  hym  what  he  hijt : 
JMJwMflT^^  «  Sire,"  said  he,  "  Angwyron  f  of  franco  a  pore  knyjt, 

To  seme  Charlis  in  bataille  ;  him  self  me  dobbede  ri^t ;  1168 

y  ne  haue  no  pyng  wit^-oute  faille  ;  bote  wat  y  may  wynne  in  fijt. 
•ndtoatthey  &  my^  felawes  pat  her  beep  f  kny^tes  pay  bup  fol  sure, 
k»»*«*»*^       Ac  pay  ne  haue  namore  pan  30  seeth  f  hure  hors  &  hure  armure." 
jAiMr^taid  f  "  Alas,"  pan  sayde  pe  Amyral  f  «  how  is  pys  afare  ]  1 172 

•OTwohlnoe:  ^^^  °^y  ®^^®  f^*  y  1<>^^6  wel  f  of  blisse  y  am  al  bare. 

n«iif  i«]     &  now  y  hopede  pat  puse  had  y-ben  f  dukes  &  Erldlis  of  frauwce, 
thjM  wer»     &  [pay]  ne  bup  bote  demeyne  men  f  pis  is  a  sory  chaunce ! 
••^*  nojt  for  pat  30  schul  wel  sen  i  pat  pay  schul  haue  greuaunce."     1 176 

Quyke  he  het  pay  scholde  hem  flen  f  wit^-oute  more  distauTMje. 
LamMoarad-  If  haniiQ  saide  kyng  Lamasour  i  bat  stod  him  faste  bye, 

TiM«  him  not       '  "    ^  ' 

(odaj  them,  «  y  jede  pe,  sire,  for  pyn  honour  f  a-staunche  pyn  herte  hye ; 

For  to  slen  suche  vauasours  f  what  mi^t  hit  profetyel  1180 

but  to  im-     Enprisone  hem  her  wip-inne  py  tours  f  &  so  per  let  hem  lye." 

priaon  them* 

The  Bmir      IT  pe  Amyral  po  wip-drow  ys  mod  f  ys  herte  was  ful  of  grame ; 

affreee,  and 

jjdera  &  clepedo  ys  iayler  per  a  stod  f  brytamouw  bi  is  name : 

"Tak,"  he  sayde,  "pys  vauasours  f  &  to  prisoun  pou  hem  lode,  1184 
&  pote  hem  to  sorwe  out  of  cours  f  y  hote  pe  oppon  py  mede. 
Wnd  them     Bynd  hem  herde  wyp  yre  &  steel  1  &  pote  hem  in  stokkes  of  trow, 
— '  &  loke  pay  fare  nojt  to  weel  f  hot  kep  hem  harde  ynow. 

And  je,  lordes,  pat  han  hem  take  f  gop  now  alle  y-same  1188 

&  helpep  him  for  my  soncs  sake  f  pat  pay  ben  maked  tame. 
'  MS.  luy  my  felawes. 
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&  namlich  pis  ilke  chef  feloun  f  J>at  haf  me  f us  anuyed,  bnt  eqwdauy 

Lokie))  he  be  in  such  prisoun  f  fat  sone  he  l>e  distruyed.** 

^  fan  wende  forf  fe  iayler  f  &  tok  til  hym  socoure,  1192  TbegaoUr 

&  ladde  wif  hymen  erld  Olyuer  f  &  f e  ofer  barons  foure. 

Wan  fey  comen  f er  the  prisouw  wes  i  wif  yre  fay  bounde  hem  faste,  wndiithtiii, 

&  left  hem  fer  al  mete-les  f  &  so  fro  feym  fay  paste.  wytood?*^*"* 

^  Wan  fey  wern  in  prysou7i  fare  f  fay  criede  &  made  hure  mone,  1196  Th«y  ument 

And  saide,  "  lord,  how  schul  we  fare  f  in  prisoun  her  al-one. 

As  fow  seest  bof e  fer  &  ner  f  sittyng  on  f y  trone, 

help  ous,  lord,  whyle  we  buf  her  f  &  kep  ous  fram  our  fone  ! " 

FLoryppe  on  hure  chambre  seet  f  f*  Amyral  is  do^tre  dere ;  1200  fioHom,  the 
Sche  was  a  mayde  fair  &  swet  f  &  hurde  hure  dulful  here,  h***'*2l* 

&  f e  grete  noyse  sche  herde  also  f  fat  among  hem  y-maked  was.  ^^ 
Sche  clepede  hure  maydens  to  hur  f o  f  wyte  sche  wolde  fat  cas. 
Horippe,  fat  maide  fair  &  gent  f  hur  maidens  fan  tok  anon,       1204 
&  out  of  chambre  doun  sche  went  f  bar  bat  folk  can  con.  and  goes  to 

'^       '^  o       o  find  out  the 

Wan  sche  cam  far  fay  were  f  sche  askede  of  on  &  on,  wMon, 

Why  fat  noise  was  maked  fere  f  amonges  hem  euerechon. 

IT  On  ansuerede  as  it  was  f  &  told  hure  al  &  some :  1208  she  le  toid  of 

,  her  brother's 

How  hur  brober  Fyrumbras  f  cnsten  man  was  bi-come,  convereion. 

'  ^f  '  Mid  the  cap- 

&  how  fat  f ilke  stronge  knyjt  f  fat  wan  hym  in  bataile  French'*** 

Wyf  four  othre  men  of  myjt  f  wem  put  f o  fer  in  baile  :  knight*. 

And  how  fay  criede,  &  made  hure  mon  f  as  fay  in  prison?*  sete.  1212 
Sone  sche  leuede  hem  echon  f  &  fan  iayler  gan  sche  mete,  cieftfi8,beck] 

For  hur6  brofer  sche  gan  to  wepe  1  ac  sone  sche  had  ido.  she  weeps  for 

___  Femmbras, 

IT  Wif  hure  maydens  at  an  hepe  f  to  f  e  iayler  is  sche  go ;  bnt  not  long. 

Sche  takeb  a  syde  Brytamoun  f  a  conseil,  &  gan  hi^/i  frayne :      1216  Then  she  asks 

-  .  t       1  BryUnion, 

&  askef  what  buf  fay  baroun  f  in  prysoun  sche  herde  pleyne.  *^?o*hu**"* 

"  So  Mahoun  jyue  me  gode  chauwce  f  ma  dame,"  gan  he  sayne,  priwners  are. 

"  Hit  buf  knijte*  out  of  frauTice  i  fat  were  wyf  Charlemayne.  He  telle  her; 

fus  buf  faye  fat  ban  oundo  f  fy  brother,  sir  Fyrumbras ;  1220 

&  many  of  oure  fay  habbef  al-so  f  y-sleyn  on  many  a  plas. 

On  ber  ys  amonces  hem  ber  f  a  bachelor  fair  of  sy^te,  and  that  one 

^  ,  ,  ^.  ,  ,     .  oftheralsthe 

In  yis  werld  ne  saw  ich  er  f  so  fair  y-schape  a  kni^te,  wrest  he  had 

He  conqnerede  sir  Fyrumbras  f  in  batail  far  fay  fi3te,  1 224 

now  haf  he  in  pnsoun  herde  gras  f  &  more  til  him  is  ty^te." 
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siie  uki  to    ^  «  Brytamouw,"  fawne  saide  sche  f  "  let  me  wij)  hem  speke  a  ])rowe 

them.  YoT  to  wjte  wat  fay  be  f  &  hure  couyne  y-knowe." 

Ho  m  It      '<  Dame,"  said  he,  "  for  drede  of  gyle  f  y  ne  dar  1103 1  fat  it  be  so  :   1 228 

fy  wyt  wolde  tume  withriime  awhyle  f  haddest  po\x  leue  ])ar-to. 

Jjy  fader  me  for-bed  al-so  1  j)at  for  ))yng  fat  mi^te  be-falle 
Hie  ordCTi     bat  to  HO  man  ne  schold  y  be  dore  vfldo  f  with  hymen  to  speke  or  calle : 

are«trict.  >/  r  j 

&  J  wil  don  ys  commaxmdiment  f  fy  speche  ys  al  in  vayne.        1232 
For  fe  ne  wil  y  no3t  ben  y-schent  f  i  tel  fe  in  certayne." 
« Thou  vii©     IF  "Wat !  harlot  gadelyng,"  saide  sche  ban  i  "  mote  bou  be  heie  an-honge  1 

rucal,'  Bald  j  ^  o 

ehe.  «thu»u>  How  answorest  fow  a  iantail  womman  1  fat  budef  fe  no  wronge  ! 
>«*y'*  fou  schalt  abye  it  •  if  y  can  f  je  jut  or  come  ojt  longe.  1236 

f  e  meede  fat  fou  schalt  her  for  han  f  wel  sone  fou  schalt  af onge ! " 
hOT  attJJS-**  ^  ^  f*^  ®^®  preynte wtt^  hureeje  f  oppowhurchamberere  f arsche  stod. 
■"^  IF  fat  mayde  was  bof e  wys  &  sleje  f  &  knew  ful  wel  hur  mod, 

who  runs  to    In-to  be  chambre  sche  sterte  anhe;e  f  rennyng  as  sche  wer  wod,  1240 

her  chamber,  '  ^  ^    ^  ~r 

&  tok  yp  a  strong  staf  fat  sche  seje  1  hwych  was  herd  &  god, 
retamswithft  YndcT  huT  mantel  sche  hidde  be  staf  f  &  tumde  a;e  wel  faste 

eUff.  and  r  7 

mutreie'^***'  &  hym  to  huT  lady  sone  sche  jaf  i  &  to- ward  f®  prisoun  sche  paste. 
They  try  to    Wanne  sche  was  be  dore  affore  f  sche  gan  be-holde  aboute,  1244 

break  open  ■* 

d!Sw '******      &  sayw  f er  no  man  fat  was  bore  i  witA-inne  ne  wit/i-oute, 
Saue  Brytamoun  abod  fe  iayler  f  fat  of  hur  fan  tok  wonder, 
f e  prisoun  dore  fan  wend  heo  ner  f  &  putte  hure  staf  an  vnder 
As  sche  wolde  fe  dore  to-breke  f  sche  gan  fo  hebbe  &  pynge :    1248 

Brytamon      be  iayler  fan  f yderward  gan  to  reke  f  to  letten  hur  of  fat  f ynge ; 

runs  to  stop     '         •^         '         ' 

her,  but  khe    gche  leftc  be  dore  &  wend  him  ner  f  &  lifte  vp  f ®  staf  wiih  mayne, 

knocks  out  '^  jt  j  ^ 

with  tSTstair.  &  80  on  f e  heued  sche  set  him  f er  f  fat  out  sterte  al  is  brayne. 
Oetf  17]     "  Rest,"  quaf  sche,  "  fow  sory  wyjt  f  god  jjrue  yuele  chaunce !   1252 
now  schal  y  speke  my  fille  rijt  f  with  fee  knyjtes  of  fraunce." 
She  unlocks   If  be  keves  sche  tok  ol  him  anon  f  &  ounlok  fe  dore  an  haste : 

the  door,  r         ^  t 

By-twei^  hymen  f anne  euerechon  f  fay  lift  vp  fat  bodi  faste, 
Md  their       &  in-to  prisoun  fay  gunne  hem  gon  f  wtt4  fat  cors  vnwraste,      1256 
bo4y  Into  the  &  in  f e  dupe  pit  fer  fay  wer  on  f  sone  fas  hit  caste. 

^  fan  were  f us  prisouns  aUe  f  of  f e  fallyng  i-pot  in  fere, 
fHifhtens  the  So  hardo  amougon  hem  hit  gan  falleT7>ay  wende  f  e  deuel  it  were. 
SSdlfhtr      Florippe  het  a  damesel  brijte  f  hastelich  gon  &  fette  1260 

£^*^  '     A  gret  torche  &  hym  ali3te  5  sone  wif -oute  lette. 
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ye  damesel  dude  ase  sclie  hi^t  f  Ss  com  a^en  ful  sone^ 

&  bro^te  a  torche  brennyng  bri^t  i  &  sperde  ^e  dore  anone. 

IT  Flonppe  bure  drow  to  ano])er  part  f  &  fax  an  dore  ounleke^    1264 

pat  drow  to  pQ  putte  ward  f  &  doun  in  the  pyt  scbe  streke^. 

Wan  scbe  to  pe  prisouTis  was  y-come  f  of  hymen  sche  asked  ))arey 

What  p&j  hxip  y&t  J)ar  hup  nome  f  &  watmys  pat  J^ay  ware. 

%  "  Damesel,"  saide  erld  Olyuere  f "  as  god  me  ^yue  god  channce,  1268 

We  bnj>  knyjtes  aUe  y-vere  f  y-bom  in  douce  fraunce, 

And  buj>  Charlis  men  pe  Empcrere  f  &  vnder  his  liegeaunce. 

pe  Ameral  ha])  y-put  otia  in  pnsoun  here  f  &  dop  ous  gret  greuaunce. 

We  buj>  her  wel  herde  y-bou«de  f  with  gyues  &  cheynes  grete,  1272 

Lyggyng  on  pys  pittes  grounde  f  wit^-oute  drynke  &  mete. 

By  god  pat  made  J>is  werlde  rounde  f  me  were  leuere  my  lif  for-leto 

pan  her  to  jK)he  pe  stronge  stouwde  f  per  wormes  dop  ous  ete. 

For  honger  our  bodies  waxep  feynt  f  &  poliep  moche  pyne,         1276 

War-for  damesel  as  pov  art  gent  i  ^yf  ous  suwi  what  to  dyne." 

^  Flo[rippe]  tok  wel  gret  pyte  f  of  pys  iantaile  knyjte, 

&  pus  panne  answerede  sche  f  **  30W  be-symep  to  beo  men  of  mijte, 

je  Bchul  ha  mete,  so  mote  y  the  f  &  diynke  y-now  at  ri3te :         1280 

Ac  arst  pow  schalt  sykery  me  f  &  py  ti-eup*  surly  ply3te, 

pat  pou  for  me  schalt  don  a  pyng  f  pat  y  schal  the  saye, 

&  ther-to  ben  myn  helpyng  i  by  the  power  pat  pou  maye." 

" Certe*,"  said  Olyuer,  "my  derlyng  f  y  wil  don  at  py  paye,       1284 

y  nolde  pe  faile,  be  heuene  kyng  f  in  payne  par-for  to  daye. 

3yf  y  schal  for  pe  fijte  f  jyf  me  mete  &  drynke, 

&  supp*  arme  me  at  my  rijte  f  &  y  wol  for  pe  swynke ; 

&  if  y  schal  panne  gon  &  mete  f  wyp  pe  Sarsyns  pat  bup  abowe  1288 

Doggedlich  y  schal  hem  grete  f  swetyng  for  py  loue, 

P03  per  be  of  hem  two  hundred  f  y  wil  slen  hew  helue." 

pat  mayde  pan  gan  wax  awondred  f  &  pojte  by  hur  selue 

pat  he  was  do3ty  man  ynow  f  suche  dedes  to  fulfille.  1292 

Flo[rippe]  saide,  "  sir,  for  py  prow  f  y  pray  pe  hold  pe  stille. 

To  auaunt  pe  her  in  pis  plas  f  it  is  ful  gret  folie, 

It  mijte  hennye  30W  alle  in  cas  f  if  my  fader  mi^t  it  spie." 

^  pan  him  spak  sir  Berard  f  pe  erld  of  montdisdier,  1 296 

pat  was  pe  fairest  knijt  of  regard  f  of  alle  pe  doppeper ; 


ShdgOM 
down  and 
•ski  the 
French  who 
and  whence 
they  are. 

Oliver  an- 
swers they 
are  French 
knights. 


and  begs  her 
to  give  them 
some  food. 
Floripos  pro- 
mises to  00  so 


if  they  will 
do  one  thing 
fi>rher. 

OUrer  says 
be  will  do 
whatever  sli« 
wislMs: 


he  wiU  flfffat 
any  nnmber 
[leaf  17,  bic] 
of  Saracens. 


Floripas  bega 
him  to  \)9 
quiet, 

lest  her 
father  shonld 
hear  him. 
Tlien  Berard 
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jays  that  If    «*  Comly  majde  of  kyngee  kende  f  fe  corteyst  fat  i  knowe, 
MendT  ^^   ^AjT  of  face  HOW  bco  OUT  frendo  f  and  we  schul  ben  pjn  owe ; 
in^twSlifor  &  ^or  fy  loue  fat  art  so  hende  f  we  scliul  bofe  ryde  &  rowe,      1300 
&  f  ylke  fat  buf  to  f  e  ounkende  f  fay  schullef  be  brojt  ful  lowe." 
IT  "  Certis,"  saide  fat  faire  flour  f  "  y  f anke  f e  swete  wyjt, 
f  ow  couf  est  wel  louye  paramour  f  me  semef  a  lady  bri^t." 
"  jea  for  sof,"  quaf  scot  Gwylraer  f  "  je  habbef  aredid  ari^t,       1304 
In  many  a  lady  fer  &  ner  f  his  loue  haf  he  y-py^t." 
^ripM       ^  f anne  was  fat  mayde  fayn  f  wan  sche  wiste  hure  wille. 

After  Maumecet  huie  chamberlayn  f  f anne  sche  sente  stille, 
Mnda  for  an   &  bet  to  bryuge  with  hi7n  anon  f  anuylt,  tange  &  slegge.  1308 

hamSS^    &  sone  he  com  wyf  euerechon  f  &  brojt  hem  on  is  rigge. 
tu^knfghta    "  Outido  f is  prysouns  on  &  on  "  f  Florippe  til  hiw  gan  sigge, 
boaMd. "       "  fey  schullef  out  of  f is  sory  won  f  &  her  no  lenger  ligge." 

f  Maumecet  coufe  ful  wel  fat  craft  f  &  put  hiw  anon  far-to  :    1312 
This  ii  doM,  Of  al  hure  chaynes  he  haf  him  raft  f  &  ek  hure  yetres  oundo. 

tliel 
Reti 
foUo 
Florl 

dfsuMd        f  By  an  old  for-sake  3eate  f  of  fe  olde  antiquytee  1316 

Sche  made  f ys  barouns  passye  ate  i  f e  damesele  fat  was  so  fre. 
Maumecet  f  e  torche  affom  him  baar  f  brennyoga  fayre  &  bri3te, 
J«w^       And  ful  pr3ruyly  ladde  heTTi  far  f  in-to  hure  chambre  ri3te. 

^Lorippe  is  in-to  Chambre  gon  f  pryuiliche  &  stille,  1320 

&  f  ys  kni^tes  wif  h\ire  ecchon  i  as  it  was  bur  wille. 
Wan  fay  were  wyf-inne  ibro^t  f  aboute  fay  guwne  be-holde 
So  riche  a  chambre  &  so  y-wro3t  f  ne  saw  fay  neucre  on  molde. 
thewaiiior    If  be  walles  of  be  chambre  were  f  araid  for  fe  nones,  1324 

which  areof  '^  ^  «      .  , 

precioua       y-makcd  of  f  ul  riche  gere  f  of  coral  &  nche  stones, 
SjmJJ^  fe  wyndowes  wern  y-mad  of  iaspre  i  &  of  of  re  stones  fyne, 
ypoudred  wyf  perree  of  polastre  i  f  e  leues  were  masalyne, 
fhebearai     Al  be  coples  cipres  were  i  &  be  raftres  wer  al-so,  1328 

of  cypreaa.     And  f e  bases  fat  hem  here  i  wif  golde  were  bi-go : 

neaf  IS]     f e  celynge  wit^inne  was  siluer  plat  f  &  wit/i  red  gold  ful  wel  yguld. 
<»»W"if         ne  sawe  fay  neuere  by-fore  fat  f  a  place  so  faire  ybuld. 
i'rock  wer"  f®  chambre  stod  oppon  fe  se  f  amid  ward  a  roch  of  stone  :  1332 

toitSoriiia  f er-inne  duelte  fat  maide  fre  f  as  chef  of  al  fat  wone^ 


SBtu^Sd*    Sone  fay  stode  oppon  hure  fete  f  and  god  fay  fankede  fo. 
jnoripas,       -^^^  P^  damesele  fair  &  swete  f  wttA  hura  sche  made  hem  go, 
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&  -with  hure  maide  loyaimce  f  ]>e  kynge*  do3tre  of  Floyre,  «»«•  with 

Clarymounde  &  mayde  Floraunce  f  &  fat  fayre  may  Baudoyre,  m»i<ieii». 

&  o]>re  maydens  elleuene  f  burdes  bri3te  on  boure ;  1336 

XY.  ])ar  were  of  hem  ful  euene  f  duellyng  in  pat  toure. 

IT  Ful  noble  was  fe  ryche  aray  i  fat  m  fe  chambre  was. 

fat  vessel  was  of  golde  gay  1  fat  scholde  be  tyn  &  bras. 

be  dossers  were  of  ryche  pal  i  y-brouded  al  wif  golde,  1340  Th«  onrtaine 

'^  ./  r         .7  rot  are  of  rich 

&  fe  beddes  of  sente  forw-out-al  i  as  f arto  falls  scholde*  SShroidered 

IT  To  a  wyndowe  wente  pes  barowis  fre  f  &  ther  fay  loked  oute,         Th^k^iTighu 

fay  8e5e  f e  W£^es  of  f e  se  f  harde  to-gadre  route.  tSVindoJr 

As  fay  auysede  a-boute  oueral  f  fe  wardes  fat  fer  wore,  1344 

fe  wawes  walwede  a-geyn  fe  wal  f  .a  sper  schaft  lengfe  &  more. 

"  Parfay,"  fan  saide  erld  Berard  f  "  fys  tour  is  strong  to  wynne,        Jh*gt'™lrth 

For  any  kyng  it  were  ful  hard  f  vryf  assaut  to  comen  inne."  ®'^*  ^^^^' 

IT  fe  wyle  fis  barouTW  ley  out  fan  f  &  tolde  hure  tales  rouTide,  1348 

To  Flo[rippe]  com  hure  maystres  gan  f  fat  hijte  Maragounde,  Pioripw' 

" Dojtere,"  sche  saide,  "  wat  men  buf  f eese  f  fat  f ou  hast  of  pnsoun  "p'jJh'uMe.* 

y-bro^t  ] 
f  y  fader  loue  f  ow  schalt  lese  f  for  hymen  as  y  ha  f  ojt. 
fe  longe  man  wyf  fe  pale  fas  f  fat  ys  erld  Olyuer  1352 

fat  ouercom  fy  brof er  Fyrumbras  f  ful  wel  y  kDowe  hym  fer : 
fat  other  wyf  f e  croUid  her  i  fat  stent  hym  faste  by,  she  «««- 

fat  ys  Berard  of  mountdisdier  f  &  f e  f ridde  ys  Aubery :  kuiKUu. 

fe  ferthe  fat  stent  hymen  bytwyn  1  fat  is  Scot  Gwylmere ;         1356 
f e  fifthe  ys  Greffray  Langeuyn  f  of  france  a  dof f epere. 

ne  schal  y  neuere  ete  no  more  i  bi  Mahoun,  fat  ys  my  lord,  Ife  wm  te? 

Or  y  ha  told  f  y  fader  fore  f  f  y  doyngge  euery  word."  ****  ^"^"'* 

^  Wan  fat  mayde  y-hurde  hure  speke  f  chaunged  was  al  hure  blee ;  PioHpas  rum 
Til  a  wondowe  sche  gan  to  reke  i  fat  lay  out  to  fe  see ;  1361  JJJS^i^;^ 

&  atte  wondowe  sche  lynede  out  i  hxire  angre  sche  f  03te  awreke.         ®"'* 
Hurenudstresse  banne  sche  clipede aloud f  &  bad hurwitA hure  to  speke.  then  caiuher 

^  *  *  govemeti*  to 

Marigounde  compf  til  hure  renne  i  &  hure  hed  til  hire  gan  layn,  1364  "«*"» 
Flo[rippe]  stod  vp  &  preynte  f enne  f  to-ward  hure  Chamberlayn,  !t??,Jj'at^* 

&  i^en  sche  laid  hur  there  f  &  fur  out  sche  bent  hure  f o,  uudaiit, 

&  to  whyte  what  hure  wille  were  f  hure  maistrasse  dude  al-so. 
^  f  yderward  f  •  Chamberlayn  hym  fasteranf  f  athurcasty-knewful wel.  Deaf  w,  bk] 
ferumbrab.  e 
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FLOBIPAS  THROWS   HER   OOVBRNBSS   OUT   OP   THE   WINDOW. 


whoMlzesthe 
governess, 
and  throwrs 
her  out  of  the 
window. 


The  kn{ffhts 
are  delighted. 


Floripas 
bids  thpm 
be  of  good 


She  sees 

blood  on 

Oliver 

and  asks  if  he 

la  wounded. 

Oliver  says 

yea. 


She  gives 
him  a  warm 
draught, 
which 


heals  every 
wound. 


1372 


1376 


1380 


1384 


gives  t 
rood 


and  rich 
clothes. 


Floripas  then 


awYcs  Olirer 
if  he  will 
keep  the 
promise  he 
tiad  made 
her. 

Oliver  asks 
what  she 
wants  done, 


&  By  f e  legges  lifte  he  ))e  schrewe  fan  f  &  schef  hur  out  ech  del  1369 

))an  ful  doun  ))at  olde  trate  f  in-to  pe  salte  see, 

&  Flo[rippe]  fat  was  fanne  fer  ate  f  tumj)  hure  in  faire  aje, 

&  sayde :  "  Maumecet  my  mate  f  y-blessed  mot  fou  be 

For  aled  fow  hast  muche  debate  f  to-waid  f ys  bamee." 

^  Wan  fys  Frenschemen  wiste  of  fis  f  al  how  it  stod  arijt, 

In  herte  fay  hadde  ioye  &  blys  f  &  f onked  god  almi3t. 

Flo[rippe]  f  anne  til  hem  wendes.  i  &  spak  til  3am  &  saide : 

"  Confortyef  jow,  my  leue  frendes  i  &  buf  nof yng  amaiede, 

Syfe  je  buf  her  on  f is  clos  f  at  my  owe  ledyngge  ; 

Ne  drede  jow  nof  yng  of  jour  fos  f  bot  letef  away  mornyngge." 

IF  Sche  caste  hure  eje  on  Olyuer  f  &  saw  him  al  be-bled ; 

fat  mayde  fan  hym  nejed  ner  f  &  askede  war  he  hed 

On  his  body  any  wouwde  f  &  Olyuer  sayde,  "  jee  ! 

Wyf  swerdes  and  speres  scharp  igrouwde  f  y  haue  take  three." 

%  "  Farfskj"  saide  fat  burde  brijt  f  "  f ou  schalt  be  hoi  anon, 

&  recuuer  y  al  f  y  myjt  f  maugre  al  fy  fon." 

Sche  fet  him  a  drench  fat  noble  was  f  Ss  mad  him  drynk  it  warm, 

&  Opyuer]  wax  hoi  sone  fas  f  and  felede  no  maner  harm. 

Muche  him  wondred  of  fat  cas  f  &  fan  gropede  he  enerj  wounde,  1 388 

And  founde  hem  f anne  in  euery  plas  f  oner  al  hoi  &  sounde. 

f  &  fan  she  dude  hem  to  drynke  and  ete  f  of  fe  beste  fat  mi;te  bee : 

&  seruede  hem  alle  at  f e  mete  '  &  taujte  fat  sche  was  free. 

Sche  confortede  hem  with  Al  hure  mijt  f  &  bad  hem  be  glad  &  blyf  e, 

And  hy  hure  fankede  faire  aplyjt  f  &  ete  &  dronke  swyfe.         1393 

H  Wan  fay  had  ete  &  dronke  ynow  f  f e  bord  sche  het  arere, 

Eyche  gamymentj  forf  sche  drow  f  &  by-tok  hymen  for  to  were. 

fan  said  she :  "  lordes  wel  je  knawe  i  fat  y  haue  do  myche  for  jow 

Suf  fe  y  haue  jow  of  prysoiwt  drawe  f  agayn  my  fader  prow :      1397 

y  do  hym  wrong  jow  to  saue  f  Syn  Olyuer  fat  her  ys  now 

My  brof  er  in  batail  ouer-come  hauef  f  &  is  worschip  fer-wiih  oundow. 

y  knowe  Opyuer]  swyfe  wel  f  he  ne  may  no^t  to  me  be  hud,     1400 

nof  eles  ne  drede  him  neuer  adel  f  for  me  ne  schal  he  be  kud. 

Now  wolt  f ou  Oliuer  fat  couenant  holde  f  hwich  fov  me  be-hete  1 

As  f ow  saidest  fat  fow  wolde  f  wanne  fow  in  prysoun  sete." 

If  "  je,"  said  he,  "fat  wil  y  do  f  do  say  me  now  fy  wille."         1404 
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U12 


U16 


U20 


"  fat  wil  y  nojt^"  quaf  sche  po  f  "  til  pon  me  ban  sakred  tille." 

pan  0[lyuer]  hold  vp  his  hant  f  trewely  for  to  holde 

By  is  power  p&t  couenaut  f  pan  spak  she  til  hym  &  tolde, 

^t  a  knyjt  ))ar  was  of  fraunce  f  ]»at  sche  hadde  longe  y-loued ;  1408 

hwych  was  icomen  of  gret  lyaunce  f  &  a  noble  kny^t  aproued. 

pe  knyjt  pot  was  so  gret  of  fame  f  was  cosyn  to  kyng  Charloun, 

&  Gy  of  Borgoyne  was  pe  name  f  of  fat  bolde  baroun. 

*'  Wan  pe  Amyral  my  fader,  Sir  Balan  f  waste  Eome  Citee, 

])ar  saw  ich  panne  fat  noble  man  f  to  don  a  dede  free. 

Lucafer  of  Bandas  f  a  kyng  of  gret  renoun, 

On  a  stede  y-armed  was  f  and  rod  to  fat  Baroxm, 

And  bar  til  hym  wif  a  spere  i  to  ha  sleyn  him  in  f  e  f eld ; 

&  f e  kny3t  fe  strok  away  gan  here  f  manlich  wyf  is  scheld. 

fe  iantail  kni3t  fan  drow  ys  brond  f  &  ^af  him  a  stroke  wif  mayn, 

fat  hors  &  man  adoun  he  wound  T  &  leye  fer-on  f e  playn. 

Fro  fat  day  in-to  f ys  f  myn  herte  haf  he  yraft, 

Ne  kepte  y  neuere  more  blys  f  were  he  to  meward  laft 

Wolde  he  be  my  worldly  make  f  &  weddy  me  to  wyue, 

For  his  lone  wold  y  take  f  cristendom  al  so  blyue. 

As  pon  art  a  trewe  kny^t  i  do  &  help  now  wat  f  ou  maye." 

Olyuer  saide :  "  hi  god  al-mi3t  i  damesele  y  schal  a-saye." 

NOw  let  we  be  f is  Barouris  ther  f  speke  we  of  other  f  yng. 
Olyueris  fader,  f e  duk  Reyner  f  com  to  Charlis  kyng, 
Ther  he  was  amowg  is  host  f  &  spekef  on  hys  resoun  : 
"  For  f y  sake  my  sonne  ys  lost  \  fat  was  a  bold  baroun, 
To  mo[r]3e  erly  wan  it  is  day  i  to  sechen  hym  wil  y  fonde, 
&  bote  ich  him  a^eward  gete  may  f  for  sorwe  y  go  to  schonde." 
^  Wan  fe  Empcrour  haf  hurd  him  speke  f  of  him  he  toke  pyte,   143  2 
On  is  fet  sone  gan  he  reke  f  &  Roland  fan  clipef  he  : — 
"  Cosyn,"  saide  he,  "  fo^  hit  be  so  f  fat  hit  falls  in  drede, 
A  message  for  me  f ow  most  do  f  fat  touchef  a  mannys  dede : 
To  I^remoygne-ward  scheltou  fare  f  to  morwe  wan  it  is  day,      1436 
To  fe  Amyral  Balan  fat  is  thare  f  and  belyff  on  f e  false  fay. 
Loke  for  nof yng  fat  fow  ne  spare  f  to  tellen  him  as  y  say. 
On  myn  half  say  him  fat  he  me  restare  1  fat  he  haf  mystaken  away, 
And  specialiche  myn  barouns  free  f  hot  him  in  myn  helue,         1440 

E2 


and  swears 
to  do  what- 
ever she 
wishes. 

[leaf  19] 
Then  she 
says  she 
has  long 
loved 


Guy  of 
Burgundj, 
whom  she 
had  seen  at 
the  taking  of 
Rome, 

when  he  slew 
Lncafer, 
king  of 
Bandas. 


1424 


1428 


If  he  will 
marry  her, 
she  will  be 
baptised  at 
once. 


Oliver  sayi 
he  will  do  all 
he  can. 


Meanwhile 
Reyner  telU 
Charles 


that  he  Is 

{poini;  to  seek 
or  Oliver. 

Charles 

runs  to 
Koland,  and 
telb  him 
that 


he  most  go 
to  Balan, 
and  demand 
with  threats 
the  surrender 
of  Oliver  and 
his  com- 
paniona. 
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52    CHARLES  ORDERS  ROLAND  AND  SIX  OTHERS  TO  BEAR  HIS  MESSAGE  TO  BALAN. 

fat  he  hymen  hastelich  3elde  a^ee  f  as  he  wol  saue  hym  selue. 

And  if  a  doj)  no^t  as  y  say  f  &  tarie])  per  wyj)  to  longe, 

y  wil  do  take  hym  on  a  day  f  &  on  galwys  he3e  an  honge." 
Nj^ymM        f  fan  hym  spak  duk  Naymoun  f  that  was  his  counseyller,         1444 

A  gret  lord  was  he  of  renom*  f  &  of  fraunce  a  dof fepeer. 
remonitrates  "  Certis,  sire,  ^e  bup  no)t  slej  f  to  sende  til  hiw  Roland : 

By-fenk  pat  he  ys  J>y  cosyn  nej  f  and  al  f yn  other  hand. 
Deaf  19,  bk]  Duk  Ro[land]  is  a  man  of  myjt  i  fe  do^tyeste  pat  lyj)  to  fraunce ;  1 448 

))anne  the  to  lese  snche  a  knyjt  f  it  were  a^  sory  chaunce. 

Myn  herte  me  ^]ip  pat  ^if  he  went  f  and  takef  pat  iornee, 
that  they  wiu  fat  poM  UQ  seest  hjm  no  more  verament  f  &  per-ioi  auyse  fe." 
ThlTwXhe  "  ^®^  depardieux,"  quaf  pe  kyng  f  "  ne  schal  he  nojt  gon  al-one ;  1 452 
Jiian  no?|o    Wend  J>ow  wij>  hym,  my  derlyng  f  my  message  schul  je  done/' 
•hau  go  wuh  IF  By-fore  pe  kyng  com  duk  Basyn  f  pe  fridde  doffeper, 
Bnayn  inur-  &  of  is  specho  by-f  ojto  him  f  &  ne3ede  Charlys  neer. 

"  Sir,"  said  he,  **me  fynkef  now  f  be  fat  je  gof  aboute,  1456 

fat  ri^tself  willes  f ou  f enkst  ouwdow  f  fe  beste  of  al  f y  route." 
and  Charles    "  Certis,"  quaf  Charlys, "  and  f  ou  schalt  gon f  wy f  hymen &be  f  e  f  ridde, 
too,  ihait  joV  pat  schal  my  message  to  f  e  Amyral  don  i  and  do  now  as  y  bidde." 
Then  Richard  f  fan  com  forf  a  doffeper  f  Eychard  of  normaundye,  1460 

proteau,        And  saydo  to  f  e  kynge  ther  f  "  sire,  f  ow  dost  folye 

In  suche  a  message  for  to  sende  f  of  al  f y  lond  fat  prys. 

To  don  him  sle  ther  &  to  schende  1  amonges  f  yne  enymys." 
and  chariee    "  Aha  "  1  quaf  kyng  Charlemayn  f  "  now  is  f  is  wel  by-f  ojt,        1464 
MtheirinliS?  ^^^  Roloud  uo  is  felaws  twayn  1  f e  confcreye  ne  knowef  nojt. 

f  ^u  schalt  ben  hure  iantail  gyde  f  &  my  furf  e  Messager ; 

For  f  ou  knowest  by  euery  syde  f  f  e  contreys  fer  &  neer." 
S^Te*^*^    IF  Vp  a  sterte  after  fane  f  a  doffeper  of  fraunce,  1468 

wmonJtrSea,  t®  ^^^  Terry  of  Ardane  f  A  barou/i  of  gret  lyaunce. 

"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  what  hast  f  ow  ment  f  wilt  f  ow  f  yn  barons  spille  1 

If  fay  gof ,  fan  buf  fey  schent  f  fay  comef  f e  no  more  tille." 
JlJ'^^chariWj'  "  ^^^  depardieu,"  quaf  Charlis  fo  i  "greyfe  fe  on  fy  gere,        1472 
be  the  ftfth.    p^y^  schalt  be  f e  .V.  fat  schal  go  i  my  message  for  to  here." 
Then  Ogier    %  Vp  fan  aroB  oppon  ys  fet  f  sir  Ogier  f e  Denys, 

&  spak  to  Charlis  thar  a  seet  i  &  sayde  on  his  deuys ; 

«  MS.  y. 
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"  Sir,"  saide  he,  "  y  jow  praye  f  as  je  buf  of  kyngea  flour,  1476 

Al  fys  doynge  letej)  away  f  &  kepe]>  ^our  honour.  ^  *dTh"*^* 

For  if  jour  barouna  pat  bup  fre  f  wendej)  in  pat  message. 

In  auntwre  ys  hure  comyng  aje  f  fram  pat  sory  vyage." 

CharliB  saide  to  hym  pan  f  wyp  a  stordy  chere  ;  1480  ciiarijMiwyt 

"  y  knowe  pe  for  an  hardy  man  f  &  of  my  lond  a  pere,  *^' 

Such  a  message  for  to  don  f  ne  ys  non  bettere  here. 

Go  pou  al-so  Y/iih  hem  ecchon  f  &  be  my  messagere. 

Cryst  of  heuene  30W  alle  saue  f  my  messagers  alle  sixe  !  1484 

&  ^ut  pe  vij  schuUe  ^e  haue  f  jour  felaschip  to  make  wixe." 

IT  Sir  Gy  of  Borgoygne  stod  faste  bye  f  pe  vij.  dopeper  f  Then  he 

Charlis  on  hym  caste  ys  eyje  f  &  bad  hiw  come  neer :  ^^  Burgundy, 

"  Sir  Gy,"  quap  Char[lis],  "y  loue  pe  wel  f  for  pow  art  of  my  blod,       [ieaf2oj 

&  euere  y  hope  pat  y  schel  f  for  pow  art  wys  &  god :  1480 

A  dojty  knyjt  &  hardy  ynow  f  to  don  al  mannys  dede, 

&  canst  ful  wel  as  y  trow  f  gon  in  such  a  nede. 

par-for  Gyou/i,  by  god  of  heuene  f  wyp  pe«  othre  pou  most  gon ;  1492  wiyjheshii 

pan  haue  y  barouns  seuene  f  my  message  wel  to  don."  seventh. 

IT  pe  nyjt  hure  nejehede  faste  f  pe  day  was  nej  ago,  T»»e  injjRi't* 

pe  lordes  bup  pan  a-paste  f  wyp-oute  more  a-do. 

pys  messagers  agayn  pe  morwe  f  a-rayd  h&m  for  hure  message.     1496 

god  saue  hem  alle  fro  sorwe  f  pay  takep  an  hard  vyage  ! 

IF  On  pe  morwe  wan  it  was  day  f  &  pe  larke  by^gan  to  synge,  At  daybreak 

pys  messegers  come  in  god  aray  f  alle  by-fore  pe  kynge ; 

Wel  y-armed  porw-out  al  pyng  f  euerechone  pey  ware,  1500 

&  toke  hure  leue  of  Char[lis]  kyng  f  on  hure  message  forp  to  fare.  they 

Char[li8]  bi-tok  hymen  god  almi^t  f  pe  he^  kyng  of  heuene.  JJi^*^  *"** 

Hure  way  toke  pay  panne  ri3t  f  to  Egremoygneward  ful  euene ;  Aigremont. 

To  pe  Amyral  ward,  sire  Balan  i  on  ys  castel  par  he  lay.  1504 

LMany  was  pe  iantail  man  i  pat  for  hymen  bad  pot  day, 
pat  god  hem  grauntede  grace  &  mijtes  f  to  a3e  come  in  god  aray : 
&  forp  hem  wendep  pc«  noble  kny3tes  f  &  takep  hure  iomay. 
Ete  w.e  now  pys  lordes  fare  f  god  leue  hym  wel  to  spede  !  1508  Meanwhii* 

'  "  "  *  .  the  Emir 

And  tume  we  a3en  par  as  we  ware  f  &  of  pe  Amyral  y  wol  rede. 
For  his  sone,  sir  Fyrumbras  f  &  is  Sarsyns  pot  wern  a-slawe, 
Sory  &  wrop  ynow  a  was  f  ri3t  al  so  sayp  pe  sawe. 
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jjramons      Vij.  kynges  ]>o  made  he  come  f  affom  ys  owe  presaunce ;  1512 

JJ^^^        Peynymes  pei  were  alle  &  some  f  &  vnder  his  liegiaunce. 
Among  hem  seuene  on  )>ar  was  f  ]>at  was  chef  of  alle, 
Ys  name  hote  Moradas  f  J)ay  comen  to  J)e  Amyralle. 
f  Moradas  askede  for  wat  nede  i  ])at  J^ay  wem  of  sent  1516 

and  teiiB  them  ])e  Amyral  ansuerede  for  a  dede  f  ''y-hyre]>  now  ]>antent. 

Lordlynges,  wel  je  wytep  alle  f  how  Char[lis]  f  e  kyng  of  fraimce 
'  now  is  oppon  my  lond  afalle  i  with  prude  &  gret  bobaunce, 

And  he  penkf  my  lond  conquerere  f  &  to  don  ous  alle  schame.  1520 
Bot  arst  y  J^enke  hyw  aflTere  f  &  alle  hise  to  grame. 
to  go  to        WendeJ)  ])er-for  to  Morymond  f  y-logged  per  he  lys, 
charili         ^^^  sigg©J>  to  pe  cmtene  bond  i  Charpis]  of  parys, 
[leaf 20, back]  Ys  cTi^^ene  fayj)  fat  he  for-sake  f  and  be-lyue  on  Mahone,  1584 

to  gire  up      &  hastelich  myne  amendes  make  f  &  ^ylde  ajeyn  my  sons, 
hu  vmS*    &  eke  al  pe  realme  of  fraunce  f  fat  he  bur  holde  of  me, 
forw-out  al  in  god  liegeance  f  for  euere-more  in  fee : 
&  fat  he  fle  fro  f anne  a-way  f  &  lete  my  lond  in  pees.  1528 

&  yf  he  ne  dof  no3t  as  y  say  f  fat  neuere  ne  wil  y  sees, 
Til  y  haue  him  distruyed  i  &  alle  fat  y  fynde  of  his ; 
for  he  me  bauef  so  sore  anuyed  f  wendef  &  siggef  him  f ys ; 
&  jif  36  metef  with  any  cristen  man  f  barowi  outher  kny^t,        1532 
lokeaf  fat  ^e  legge  hem  an  f  &  slef  hem  a-doun  wyf  myjt" 
•This  is  a      IT  Sir  Morafdas]  saide  to  fe  Amerel  *  "f  ys  message  ys  muche  to  drede. 

dangerouB 

s'i^m'ViSu   ^^^  f renscbe  men  buf  bof  lyther  &  fel  f  wan  fay  heref  o^t  of  quede, 
&  if  we  schul  don  fys  message  f  we  ne  comef  no3t  alle  e^eja.     1536 

'  nevertheless  We  wollef  nof elcs  do  fat  vyage  f  f er-fore  to  ben  a-sleyn. 
fat  y  ne  say  it  for  no  drede  f  3e  mowe  it  wel  deuyse, 
Do  we  wollef  wel  f y  nede  f  wttA-oute  any  feyntyse. 
Me  selue  fy  message  y  wil  abede  f  in  such  a  manure  gyse,  1540 

fat,  bot  y  be  taken  ofer  dede  f  an  hundred  hit  schullef  a-gryse. 
Wif  my  swerd  scherp^  y-grounde  f  hure  crounes  wol  y  schaue ; 
&,  bot  if  my  sawe  sof  be  founde  f  maugre  mot  y  haue." 

The  other  iix  f  fe  sixe  saide  fay  wolde  al-so  f  &  faste  fay  made  host  1544 

•aid  they  too         '^  n     t 

would  go.      fat  to  Char[lis]  fay  wolde  werche  wo  5  &  eke  to  al  is  host, 
Sone  fay  wem  araid  ari3t  f  f us  vij  kyngis  y-vere, 

*  MS.  flohrep. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


THB  FBENOH  ON  THEIR  BOAD  MSBT  THE  SABAOEN  KINGS.        55 

In  stedes  ]>at  were  fair  of  sijt  f  &  eke  on  riche  armere. 

Alday  psi  riden  &  nojt  ne  ali3t  f  to  don  fat  ilke  cure,  1548  They  rid©  au 

Til  pal  come  to  Mantrible  at  ni^t  f  &  wolde  abyde  pere.  Ki^ie 

On  pe  morwenyng  wan  it  was  day  i  forp  wende  pea  kynges  seuene,      Sxtmomfng, 

To  morymond-ward  fay  toke  fe  way  f  as  he  lay  ful  euene. 

Faste.fay  passede  ouer  al  fe  weys  f  fey  knew  ful  wel  fe  cost ;   1552 

"Nq  sparede  fay  holies,  nof er  valeys  i  bote  pnkede  f orf  witA  boat. 

AS  bese  frensche  men  come  ryde  f  on  message  fro  Charloun,  m  the  French 

'  »r  o  /  ride  along, 

Duk  Naymes  gan  be-holde  a  syde  f  &  saw  hew  &  hnre  penoun.  ^JJ^fj,^ 

"  Mercy  god,"  quaf  naymes  fan  f  "  now  buf  we  betraied ;  1556  ^S^JI; 

ponder  y  se  come  many  a  man  f  y-armed  &  wel  araid. 

Hit  semef  sarasyns  as  be  si^te  f  fat  prikeaf  as  wynd  &  rayn ; 

Willef  we  wif  hymen  mete  &  fi3te  f  ofer  je  woUaf  twrne  agayn  1"      'Shaii  we 

fight  them, 

"  Sir  duk,"  quaf  Rolond, "  what  eylef  fe  1  per  ne  buf  no^t  xxx"  fare  ;  fj.™""*®'^' 
Ne  .xx**.  neyfer,  ful  wel  y  se  f  why  makest  fou  such  a  farel  1561  Cie»f2i]i 
Mete  we  with  hem  on  cristes  name  i  &  gowe  to  hymen  af rouwt.  of  them/  sayt 

Roland, 

We  schuUef  hastely  make  tame  i  alle  f ilke  hefene  hound."  aJl)^^^© 

fay  prykede  hure  stedes  with  hure  spores  f  &  fan  fay  runne  away ;    ^•°** 
Ke  spared  rigges  nofer  vores  f  til  fay  mette  fat  pray.  1565 

IT  Wan  fey  come  to-gadre  nej  i  &  Moradas  f e  kyng  hem  mette ;  when  they 
A  cryede  to  hymen  wel  an  he3  f  &  f  us  he  hymen  grette :  moi^m 

"  If  je  lyuef  on  fe  hefene  lay  f  Mahoun  jov  saue  &  kepe :  1568  Jh?m!"*^" 

&  if  je  ben  cn^^ene  men  of  fay  i  y  dijfie  jow  al  f  e  hepe." 
IT  "Sarsyn,"  saide  duk  neymoun  i  "haue  fou  muche  maugree,  'Weare 

We  wendef  on  message  from  Charloun  f  to  f  e  Amyral  of  nubbee.       "^^  Nayme«. 
fow  scholdest  no  messager  here  a  doun  f  for  al  fyn  he^  degree."  1572 
"  Jus,"  quaf  he,  "  be  Seynt  Mahou»  f  &  ^ut  y  jow  diffye  a^ee.  deaS^tlfem. 

Wollef  je  30U  defende  f  oufer  je  wollef  fleni" 
^*  ^QA,  so  god  me  mende  "  f  fe  duk  him  sayde  a^en ; 
**  Hwych  of  30 w  wil  wyf  me  fi^te  "  f  saide  fe  Sarsyn  fan.  1576 

"  y  am,"  quaf  Naymes,  "  al-redy  i-di^te  f  a-^eyn  fe  for  to  gan."  S^tfthe 

IT  "  Fy,"  quaf  Moradas,  «  wat  ert  fow  f  fat  telest  of  me  so  ly te  1  SJS'' 
For  such  a  do^eyne^  y  make  auow  i  y  nolde  nojt  jyue  a  myte.  oii** 

Al  for  elde  ys  ho?  fyn  her  i  hit  semef  wel  by  sijt :  1580 

Send  me  anof esr  fat  ys  my  peer  f  on  hiw  to  kyfe  my  mijt. 

'  MS.  dofeyne. 
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A  do3ty  iolyf  bachelor  f  a  3ong  man  &  a  wi3t, 
])at  is  of  body  frescb  &  fier  ^^wip  such  on  wold  y  fijt." 
Then  he        IT  Jjawno  bsid  he  to  pe  company  1  pat  wip  him  were  pare,  1584 

to  eSd  bade  f^'  ^^^  ^^  ^®^  ^®  come  him  ny  f  how  so  it  by  hiw  fare. 

**  For  al  \>e8  crisiene  conquere  y  schal  f  pis  day  me  self  al-one, 

&  hymen  presenty  to  pe  Amyral  f  to-morwe  or  it  be  none." 

Roland  is      f  Wan  Ro[land]  hurd  hiw  how  he  spak  f  for  angre  a  wax  nej  ^ifod  : 

•eiiM  a  vpear  ^  tok  a  spero  wip-oute  lak  f  &  rod  til  him  wyp  mod ;  1589 

**  Whar  to  makest  pow  al  pat  host,  Sara^yn  1 "  Ropand]  sede 

•*  Or  pow  passye  out  of  pys  cost  f  me  self  schal  do  py  nede. 

charges  him.  War  now  of  me,  ich  pe  diffie  "  f  &  bar  til  him  is  spere,  1592 

And  he  anoper  tok  an  hye  f  &  scherply  til  him  gan  here. 
Their  spears  So  hardo  pay  acoupede  on  hur  scheldes  f  pat  broke  bup  hope  hure  schafte, 

&  pe  peces  fulle  on  pe  feldes  f  pe  hedes  on  pe  tre  by-lafte., 
and  they       Now  haucp  pay  hure  speres  tyntf  hure  swerdes  out  pay  twyjte,  1596 
[leaf  21,  back]  On  helmes  &  scheldes  ful  many  a  dynt  f  ay  per  til  oper  are^te : 

swords. 

So  harde  pey  hywe  on  helm  &  scheld  f  pat  pay  al  to-rente, 
Me  mi3te  y-sen  in  tal  pe  feld  f  how  pe  sparkes  by-fore  out-wente : 
pe  cercles  pat  were  on  hur  helmes  set  f  of  perre  y-mad  &  golde,  1600 
pey  bem  hem  doun  wip-oute  let  i  ne  mi3t  pay  no3t  wtt^holde. 
What  halt  hit  muche  her-of  to  telle  f  to  drecchen'  ous  of  our  lay  I 
Roland         Ropand]  ate  laste  wyp  hym  gan  melle  f  &  ta3te  him  a  sory  play, 
thJSJ^'his    Roland  smot  hym  on  pe  helm  an  he3  f  &  laid  hit  a  doun  with  mayn, 
heunet.         jj^j^  ^  ^^^^  ^j^^^,  ^^j^  ^  ^j^£ ,  porw-out  hcuod  &  brayn.  1605 

His  auentaile  ne  vailede  him  no3t  t  pat  pe  swerd  ne  clef  him  pajzne, 
Til  it  hadde  in-to  is  bodi  i-so3t  f  by-nythe  is  brest  a  spanne. 

His  followers  IT  Wawne  his  felawes  pat  y-sye^  pat  Moradas  pe  kyng  was  ded,  1608 
Loude  pay  cryede  &  skry3te  an  hye  f  "  Mahouw  wat  is  py  red  1 
How  schulle  we  now  ous  selue  gye  f  now  ous  lackep  our  hed  ? 
pus  cm^ene  houTtdes  schullep  sore  abye  f  auengy  we  hym,"  pay  sed. 

charge  at      IT  Agayu  duk  Eo[land]  pan  com  pys  route  f  wyp  hure  swerdes  drawe, 

Roland  to 

ridS*  ^^^^  ^  hewep  til  hym  al  aboute  5  to  hauen  hem  panne  a  slawe.  1613 

Roland         &  Ro[land]  3eme  him  gan  defende  f  wyp  durendale  is  brond, 
cuu  Lam-     And  stujiie  strokes  til  hymen  he  slente  i  pa^tne  wip  hope  ys  bond, 
head  off,  and  Rolond  smot  pe  kyng  Lambrok  f  wan  he  was  ameued,  1616 

'  MS.  draochen  altered  te  dreochen. 
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In  pe  necke  5  J^at  wyj)  fat  strok  f  A  wypede  of  his  heued. 

A-no]>er  strok  pan  a  gerte  f  to  Colbrant  pe  kyng  vritk  mayn, 

&  jK)rw-out  is  helm  &  ys  coyf e  him  herte  f  &  [al]  for-clef  is  brayn.      cienret 

IT  ye  foure  ojre  flojen  faste  f  wan  J)ay  se^en  hem  falle,  1620  ThJ";^,,^„ 

Ac  pys  frenschemen  an  haste  f  a3e  requilled  hem  alle,  Kindf  ovSr- 

&  wan  J)ay  hadden  hymen  witA-inne  f  alle  fay  slo3e  f  saf  on.  iJj?  "**"* 

On  was  clouen  in-to  fe  chynne  f  another  to  fe  brust-bon  j  one. 

fe  fridde  was  styked  with  a  swerd  f  fe  furthe  a-scapede  away,    1624 

And  prykede  faste  to  pe  furd  f  far  fat  f e  Amyral  lay ; 

Til  he  com  to  Egremoyne  f  neuere  fat  he  ne  blan : 

fan  wente  he  wif-oute  ensoygne  f  to  speke  wif  Balan. 

IF  Wan  fat  fe  Ameral  y-saw  him  come  f  filke  hefene  kyng,      1628 

fan  way  a^en  him  haf  he  nome  f  &  askede  what  tydyng.  Th«  Emir 

"  Certe*  sire,"  sayde  f e  kyng  i  "  suche  tydynges  haue  y  bro3t  g^[»"  *»• 

fat  wiUef  lyke  f e  nof yng  i  by  fat  f ow  art  by-f ojt 

jester  day,  so  mote  y  thee  f  as  we  ryde  foTf  ryjtes,  1632  Tbem»- 

Wif  seuen  glotouns  mette  we  f  fat  buf  of  Charpis]  kny^tes  : 

Al  fyn  Messagers  fay  han  a-slawe  f  saue  me  fat  am  a-scaped,  Oa^ts] 

To  schewe  to  f e  f orw  my  sawe  f  how  fat  ous  is  hapid.  him  wimt  has 

IT  fey  vij.  f e  vyage  han  vndertake  5  hiderward  f7*am  Char[lis]  kyng,  JIJ^^J^*}^  ^* 

To  fe  a  message  for  to  make  f  &  hiderward  buf  now  comyng.    1637  Snffiw™/ 

Hure  wyle  mijt  fow  now  wel  jylde  i  beo  fai  hider  i-come,  ««•  Stlra*' 

Al  qnike  y  rede  fan  let  hem  hylde  f  fe  glotou/is  a]Ie  &  some." 

IT  "  Alas  ! "  saide  fe  Amyral  ban  f  "  now  am  y  broat  in  care,      1640  Th«  Emir 

No  lengre  lyue  y  ne  can  f  of  blisse  y  am  al  bare.  jpSro^bnllf 

FuTst  y  l(wte  Fyrumbras  i  my  sone  fat  was  me  dere  : 

L&  now  haue  y  lost  kyng  Moradas  f  a  knyjt  wtt^  oute  pere : 
And  othre  kynges  manye  f  &  muche  of  my  socour ;        1644 
Now  my  folke«  dof  f  us  wanye  f  y-lost  ys  myn  honour." 
■ 


Eue  we  her  fan  Amyrel  f  liggyng  in  sorwe  &  care ;  The  French 

&  of  f is  barouns  y  wil  jow  tel  f  fat  to  hymward  buf  a-fare.  coneuit. 


Wan  fe  vj.  kynges  wem  y-sleyne  f  &  fe  vy*.  was  a-go,  1648 
fan  were  fay  alle  in  wittes  tweyne  f  what  was  best  to  do. 
Dak  Naymes  fe  furste  was  f  fat  spak  of  fys  entent : 
"  How  mowe  do,  lordes,  in  this  cas  f  tat  we  buf  now  y-sent  t  N«yme« 

If  we  gof  now  to  f  e  Amyrel  i  certis  we  buf  y-schent  1652 
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to  return,      Tume  we  1^6,  J  pede  wel  f  &  telle  we  how  it  stent" 

tat  Roland    f  "  Na^,"  quaj)  Eoland  to  ])e  duyk  f  "  J^an  [wer]  we  yuele  spedde ; 

^^  Leuere  me  were  to  han  be  syk  f  liggyng  on  my  bedde. 

K  god  send  grace  my  wit  to  held^^f  ^  my  owe  lif  to  saue,         1656 
And  dorendale  my  swerd  to  welde  f  by-fore  ))is  as  y  haue, 
njwtora     Tume  igeynward  y  ne  scbal  i  for  no  mannis  speche, 
SSiwSlthe  Til  y  ba  spoke  wyj)  Je  Amyvsl  i  wbar  icb  hym  euere  seche : 
SSUJf*  ^    &  lokea)>  je  lordes  do  al-so  f  to  kepe  30U  out  of  blame :  1660 

&  certis,  sirs,  bote  je  do  f  ^e  dop  30W  selue  scbame. 
gjpjjpoiw  IT  And  take  we  Je  heuedes  of  pys  Sarsyns  f  &  lede  we  wit^  ous  ])ader ; 
Euerech  trossye  on  at  his  dyuys  f  to  pe  arsoun  of  his  sadeL 
we  willej)  hym  lede  for))  boldely  f  wtV*  ous  wi}K)ute  aifray,         1664 
&  if  far  is  any  pat  spekej)  03t  by  f  say  we  it  is  our  pray. 
&  wan  we  comej)  to  fe  Amerel  f  al-so  mot  y  waxe, 
M^weeent  y  schal  him  presenty^  fair  &  wel  f  pe  heuedes  alle  sixe." 
gjjl^        IF "  Eopand],"  qua])  neymes, "  why  spekestou  so  1  J)ou  ert  of  heje  parage, 
thSSTbSt      Wilt  jH>u  J>e  selue  &  ous  a  slo  i  J)orw  such  a  fol  outtrage  1  '*        1669 
Twry  «ro-     «  Be  dure  god,"  quaf  Terry  fo  f  "  it  wil  be  ri3t  god  rage, 
»"*  Ei3t  as  he  wil  let  it  be  do  f  for  Jjat  is  vassalaga" 

JSch'tSe?^^  IT  Euerech  of  hymen  J^an  tok  an  bed  f  as  it  dyuysid  was,  1672 

a  head.         ^  f ^pj,  j^y  ji^en  wyjj-oute  dred  f  god  help  him  for  is  gras ! 
Naymw        Duk  uaymes  be-fore  paym  gan  to  fonde  i  &  afferrom  lokede  po  : 

fan  saw  he  Mantryble  affbrn  hiw  stonde  f  &  pe  brigge  pat  lay  ))ar-to. 
g>!nt«  oat  «  By-holdeJ)  now,  syrs,"  quap  duk  Naymoun  f  "  pe  jondre  faire  Citee  : 
SrAiSi5m(Snt.  -^^  pT^^P  P^^  pat  18  Egrymoun  i  pev  we  scholden  bee."  1677 

•  N^y.'W''    " Nay,"  quaj)  Eichard  of  normaundye  f  " sopely  y  pe  sigge, 
with'iu'*"*'  ^t  ys  Mantryble  pat  pow  sye  5  wyp  pe  grete  brigge. 
^"^^         A  pes  half  Mantrible  pe  grete  Citee  f  ys  pe  brigge  y-set,  1680 

of  marble      Al  of  marbrc  y-mad  ys  sche  f  wyb  a  quynte  iet. 

with  Blxty  ''  *'  ^  r       ^   ^ 

P**^  Sixty  pers  par  bup  par-on  f  pat  buth  grete  &  rouwde. 

pe  werste  piece  of  he77i  ecchon  f  cosnede  a  pousant  pounde. 

Oppon  ech  pere  par  stent  a  tour  f  enbataild  wyp  queynte  engynne,  1684 

Twenty  knyjte*  of  gret  honour  5  mowe  wel  beo  loged  ynne. 

The  bridffe     pe  syd  walles  pat  on  pe  brigge  stondep  f  bup  an  hundred  pas  of  lengpe  ; 

long.  Bot  how  dup  sche  ys  no  man  ne  fondep  f  pe  ryuer  is  so  gret  of  strengpe. 

*  MS.  preosenty. 
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fe  brigge  ys  of  fair  entaylle  f  on  brede  fonrty  fete.  1688  tnd  40y*rdi 

An  bnndred  kny^tes  wyf-oute  faille  f  fer-on  affrount  mo  we  meta 

.X.  cheynes  J)ar  bub  ou^hwart  adrawe  f  in  stedes  dyuers  y-set,  Ton  dudna 

are  drawn 

Ab  beuye  as  twenty  men  drogy  mawe  f  ys  euerecb  wijH)ute  let,  1691  wro«it. 

In  tyme  of  nede  Je  chaynes  buj>  bent  f  &  on  otbre  tymes  buj)  ouwdo. 

Wo  wer  bim  pat  wyj)-inne  went  f  jyf  be  far  badde  a  fo. 

Oppon  pe  tour  aundward  rijt  f  pai  stondej)  a  iuwel  gay,  Upon  th« 

An  egle  of  gold  )>at  scbyna])  brijt  f  so  do]>  p^  sonne  on  may. 

Jar  is  pe  wacche  y-mad  ani^t  f  wyp  sarsyns  of  gret  aray ;  1696  tii«  wmtoh  ia 

Many  ys  J>e  gode  cristene  kni3t  f  pat  far  hap  be  don  of  day. 

pe  faimesse  ])ar-of  no  man  ne  wot  f  to  telle  it  al  on  sender. 

pe  dotouse  ryuer  me  calt  flagot  f  pat  raply  rennep  vnder :  The  riTer  is 

A  geant  ys  maked  briggeward  f  pat  symep  pe  fend  to  see  ;  1700  a  giant  i* 

"Wyp  an  bacbe  an  bonde  heuy  &  bard  f  pe  brigge  ay  kepep  bee.  Mdge, 

pe  geant  ys  so  wonderly  wyjt  f  and  so  pereiilous  on  ys  pray,  h^S*^**'^  ** 

pat  poj  par  come  an  hundred  kni3t  f  par  forp  to  take  pe  way, 

Bot  if  pay  don  as  be  wol  ri3t  5  wyp-oute  more  delay,  1704 

Hastelicbe  wil  be  wib  hem  fi;t  f  &  don  hem  out  of  day.  J»  would  be 

'^  -^  •'a  raatch  for 

for  wham  he  may  wiVt  pe  bacbe  arede  f  p03  be  be  i-armed  wel,  ^^  knighu.' 

He  clefp  him  doun  to  pe  gurdelstede  f  ouper  is  body  porw  echdel." 

Euerech  til  oper  banne  sede  f  "  ther  by-gynnep  luther  baunsel,    1708  The  French 

'       '^  "  ^'^  '  'are  Mght- 

To  don  pe  Message  pat  we  bup  bede  i  to  Balan  pe  Amyrel."  «»*<*»  ^^ 

IT  "Lordes,"  quap  Ro[land],  "now bauy  cast f to  speken  wip  pat  hounde.  SS^ni  uSie 

To  knowe  ys  wil  y  wil  him  tast  f  &  drecchen  biw  a  stouyjde.  [leaf  M] 

Til  3e  alle  be  wel  apast  f  &  paw  iwil  biw  3yue  a  wounde  1712 

Wyp  durendal  by  godes  fast  f  pat  he  ne  scbel  neuere  be  soutmIc."        andsiajWm. 

IF  "  Nay,"  quap  Naymys,  "  by  myn  bed  f  so  ne  schalt  pow  no3t ;  'Nay/  sayt 

If  pou  dadest  as  pou  sed  f  it  mi3te  be  dure  abo3t. 

Ac  wan  we  seep  him  dop  after  my  red  f  &  makiep  it  nopyng  to3t,  1716  Meareibim  to 

&  y  wille  ouercome  pe  qued  f  wyp  lesynges  pat  y  ha  po3t." 

IT  Alle  pay  duden  panne  assente  *  to  pat '  pat  he  gan  sigge.  They  agree, 

&  forpward  faste  on  hure  way  pey  wente  f  &  entrede  on  p*  brigge.      and  ri<^  on 

pe  Briggeward  was  y-redy  ther  f  at  entre  of  pe  3eate,  1720 

Wyp  an  hoi  hundred  of  sarsyns  f er  f  pat  y-armed  stode  par-ate.  Naymes  tries 

*  to  croas, 

IF  Duk  Naymes  furst  gan  to  entre  f  pe  brigge  aforewarde,  SriVeward 

Ac  pe  Briggeward  sone  him  hente  f  by  pe  brydel  barde ;  JJiSI.**** 
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&  sone  he  askef  wyJ)-oute  ensoygne  f  wyderward  he  was  boun    1724 
Naymesw^a  "  Sir,"  saij)  naymes,  "to  Egremoygne  f  ])ys  day  if  me  mown." 

"  "Was  men  buth  je,"  sayde  he  agayn  f  "  ])at  comef  in  such  aray  1" 
they  are        "  We  bu)),"  %\iap  he,  "  with  Charlemayn  f  \>e  emperour,  for  soj)  to  say. 
to  Baian.       To»Egremoy ne  we  moste  on  his  message  f  to  pe  Aniyral  sir  Balan.   1 7  28 

Let  ous  no3t  of  oure  vyage  f  y  praye  ])e,  gode  man." 
*  Ye  moat      f  "  3e  mote  furst,"  quajj  fe  Sarajyn  f  "syffe  ^e  fyder  fondej), 
toivwudthe  For  J)e  truwage  make  fyn  f  \>at  to  fis  brigge  longejj." 

&  N[aymes]  hym  answerede  sone  f  "do  tel  me  wat  is  fe  trow,   1732 
&  ful  lon^e  or  hit  beo  none  f  fy  pees  schal  wel  be  dow." 
IT  fan  Ansuerede  fe  wardeyn  f  "  hit  is  no3t  ly3t  to  fynde, 
Ac  no])eles  y-hure  me  seyn  f  and  haue  it  on  )>y  mynde. 
mLJuL        ^^  ^^  hertes  refet  at  al  f  y  asky  of  jow  an  hundred,  1736 

&  clone  maydens  faire  smal  f  al-so  manye  y-sondred. 
100  fiUoona,    An  .C.  of  gyrfacouns  y  asky  bo  f  y-muwed  ouer  jere, 
»ndioo whjt«  &  an  huwired  of  whyte  stedes  al-so  f  bat  neucj'e  no  sadel  here. 
hMfo?        -^^^  ®^^  ^^^  ^^  3^^  stedes  f  fat  30  now  rydef  on,  1740 

r^rbunde    3©  Diote  al-so  her  paye  nedes  '  a  charboncle  ston. 

Quyclych  payef  fys  truwage  f  fat  30  han  i-hurd  me  sigge, 
And  wendef  forth  on  ^our  viage  f  ouer  fys  ioKf  brigge. 
&  ])03  30  now  wolde  leue  hit  f  &  twme  a3e  as  3e  come,  1 744 

For-gon  30U  tidde  perfor  30UV  heued  f  &  f  er-of  nemaf  gome.'* 
Nmnmea  aaya  f  "  Wel,  depardieu,"  Dcmys  said  f  "  al  f ys  y  knew  be-fore, 
that'their      ^^  -^  PT^  askjTi^schaltou  beo  ipaid  f  siffen  it  nya  no  more. 
toS^g*"     Oure  hameys  comef  her  be-hynde  f  wif  to  hundred  men  araid :  1748 
win  And  all    Wtt^  hymen  schalt  fou  ai  fyng  fynde  f  fat  f ov  hast  to  ous  y-said ; 

Gyrf acou;is  y-muwed  &  white  stedes  f  &  hertes  of  gresse  y  wene ; 
•[ie*f23,bk]  And  loucly  ladies  on  hure  wedes  f  maydeyns  fay  buf  clone, 
andbeaide^   fey  bryugef  al-so  cofres  fyld  f  of  golde  &  precious  stones ;  1752 

^id  and       Tak  y  now  ber-of  wat  bou  wylt  f  and  let  ous  gon  at  ones." 

preotoua  w  #  *  .^  v^ 

ThrSe  r    ^  "  y  grante  wel,"  saide  he  f o  f  "  suf f en  fay  schullef  paye." 
Sd'Stathem  f©  rayne  fanne  let  he  go  f  &  let  hem  gon  hure  waye. 
**"*  After  him  alle  fan  toke  fe  way  i  &  Ropand]  gan  lawe  smere,     1756 

Aa  thy        And  lawyug  to  Naymes  gan  he  say  f  fat  he  was  a  gret  lyere. 
*^J^        f  As  fay  ouer  f e  brigge  guwne  ryde  f  Ro[land]  him  lokede  abouto, 
Sj^fdj;?'   A  Sarasyn  saw  he  ful  of  pride  f  ouer  f e  brigge  fat  lyned  oute ; 
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A  bo}  adoun  on  pat  tyde  f  and  cau^te  hym  by  pe  snoute,  1760  •toop^dotm, 

&  cast  him  on  pe  ryuer  vnryde  i  &  f olgbede  Jo  forj)  pe  route.  pitch««  him 

IT  "  Alas,"  quap  Neymys,  **wat  man  is  pys  f  alas  !  why  fare])  he  sol   'aim!'  mjs 

Hys  he3e  herte  &  his  hardynys  f  schel  brynge  ous  alle  in  wo.  Jy,^  m^nto 

y  had  leuere  fan  myn  hors  y-wys  1  were  we  fayre  ago,  1764  *'**""••' 

Or  we  wem  a-spyed  of  fys  f  god  kepe  ous  fram  oure  lb  ! " 

IT  fay  wern  fawne  ful  sore  agaste  f  fe  Citee  to  wende  forwgh, 

Kof  eles  f  a7me  J?ai  p?ikede  faste  f  til  fay  wer  passed  f  e  borwgh.  They  ride  on, 

til  fey  wer  comen  to  Agremouw  f  neuere  fey  ne  astynte.  1768 

&  bi-fore  f e  castel  fay  K3te  adou;*  f  &  at  f e  ^eate  in  fay  wente.       ^  AiiS^^V' 

IT  Wyf  a  sarsyn  fan  f ai  mette  i  f us  barouns  gode  &  lei, 

And  askede  of  hi^Ti  wib-oute  lette  f  war  was  hure  Amyrel.  They  enouSre 

'  "^  where  B«Un 

fe  sarsyn  hym  answerede  fer  f  fat  faste  far-by  was  he,  1772  *•• 

Sittynge  on  a  grene  erber  f  &  talkede  wyf  kynges  three. 

f  *'  Lorlynges,"  saide  naymes  f  awne  i  "  delyuerief  me  f  e  wryt,  Nnymet 

fat  Charpes]  sente  to  sir  Balanne  f  for  y  wol  presente  hit. 

y  wolde  fayne  be  fe  furste  f  to  tellen  him  oure  message,  1776  JW  ^•,T'" 

Leste  fe  Amyral  don  ous  burste  f  for  any  of  oure  outrage."  mewiwe; 

IT  "  Let  of,  sir  duk,"  Sir  Eopand]  sede  i  "  whar-to  spekest  f  ow  so  ?     bat  RoUmd 

f  yn  herte  ys  na3t  to  such  a  dede  f  me  self  y  wil  hit  do. 

y  schal  be  fe  furste  of  alle  i  fat  our  message  schal  a-bede,  1780  flJ,7{JI^ii^^ 

Wat  so  euere  f  ar-of  falle  f  y  ne  leuet  for  no  drede 

f e  lettre  fat  ys  til  hym  wryte  i  takef  }nm  me,  y  praye, 

&  fe  heuedes  fat  we  of  smyte  f  ^usterday  by  f e  waye ; 

&  als  je  alle  schul  sen  it  wel  f  boldelich  wil  y  gon,  1784 

&  y  wil  hymen  to  Amyrel  f  presenty  vp  anon :  «»*  win 

y  schal  it  don  apertely  f  be  god  fat  me  haf  bo3t :  feS.^ 

For  drede  of  hi?7i  ne  his  maygny  f  nel  ich  spare  no3t." 

Al  was  til  hym  fo  by-take  f  be  hure  commun  assent,  1788  J^^^gJ^* 

&  fat  present  to  Amyral  make  f  in-to  f e  erber  fan  fay  went.  aJd**ei»ter  tiie 

IT  fe  A[myTal]  fan  fay  founde  fer  f  conselyngge  with  kynges  f re,       **Yto«f «*3 

And  wyf  hymen  a  gret  power  f  sara3yns  of  hure  meyne, 

Ac  nof eles  fey  of  fraunce  f  affore  f e  Amerel  3ude  1 792 

And  Eo[land]  wif  steme  continance  f  ys  message  pus  gan  bude :  R«iand 


G 


Od  fat  ys  our  Sauyor  f  fat  al  f yng  knowf  &  seef ,  ^JSdaan 

Saue  Charpes]  f  e  Emperour  1  &  al  f  at  wif  him  beef  !  c*»"*~ 
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and  the  deril 
take  thee, 
and  all  thine. 


Testerday 
seven  robbers 
of  thine  tried 
to  rob  us, 
but  they  were 
sadly 
deceived.' 


He  throws 
down  the 
heads, 

and  says, 
•  We  have 
been  sent  to 
demand  the 
li<^  relics 


and  the  five 
knights. 


And  if  thoa 

refuse 

wewiU 


take  thee 
and  lianff 
thee.' 


Balan  Is 
enraged, 
swears  he 
wilt  have 
vengeance, 


and  specially 
onBdand. 


Seafti.back] 
[e  orders 
him  to 


&  pe  Amyvsl  }ai  sittest  ther  f  J)e  deuel  fe  for-drawe,  1796 

And  alle  fat  h\ip  wif  J)e  her  f  &  lyuej>  on  y  false  la  we  : 

For  J)ov  mayntenest  fef  reyuours  f  her  nej  to  f yn  honde, 

To  gon  aboute  &  robby  ous  f  pa.t  walka|)  on  fy  londe. 

H  As  we  3UBterday  at  pryme  f  hiderward  comen  euene,  1800 

on  J>e  gate  we  mett©  of  pyae  i  stronge  J^eues  seuene. 

J)ay  Jo^te  ous  Jjar  haue  be-reyued  f  of  our  hors  &  of  our  gere, 

Ac  fay  were  foule  deceyued  f  bure  heuedes  pay  lefte  there ; 

&  if  J)ou  ne  mi3t  me  far-of  ilyue  f  be-hold  her  war  fay  beef."     1804 

a  caste  f e  heuedes  by-for  him  blyue  f  fat  he  &  hyse  hit  seef . 

f  "  Herkne  3ut  more,"  said  he  fan  f  "  f e  cause  of  ourej^gaytogk 

We  buf  y-sent^  to  fe,  Balan  f  be  Charlis,  fe  Comly  kyng. 

By  ous  sente  he  fe  to  sayn  f  to  warnye  fe  by-fom,  1808 

f e  nayles  f ow  scholdest  hbn  ^elde  a^eyn  f  &  eke  f e  croune  of  forn, 

&  f  e  of  re  relyqes  fat  buf  fre  i  fat  f  ou  hast  away  y-bom 

Out  of  Eome  ys  owe  Citee  f  &  elles  f  ow  gest  a  torn. 

IT  f  ov  scholdest  hym  jelde  a^e  also  f  ys  barouTzs  pan  hast  y-take,    1812 

And  out  of  f y  prisoun  let  hem  go  f  &  for  hymen  amendes  make. 

&  certis  he  sayf  bote  f ow  do  f  after  fat  is  lettre  spake, 

He  wol  f  e  chacy  as  ys  f o  f  &  werche  f  e  sorwe  &  wrake. 

Whar  ere  fou  be  founde  in  londe  f  of  hym  fou  mi3t  be  adrad,    1816 

for  f  e  ty3d  be-take  wyf  honde  f  &  to  parys  f  ou  worst  y-lad. 

And  thar  f  anne  f  e  ty3d  be  an  honge  f  ys  auow  he  hauef  y-mad. 

So  schel  he  quyte  f  e  f  y  wronge  f  &  f  er-of  wil  y  be  glad." 

IT  f e  Amjrral  wax  fan  wod  &  wrof  f  wan  he  haf  herd  him  speke ;  1820 

&  be  Mahoun  he  swor  ys  of  f  fat  he  wolde  ben  awreke. 

Of  f  ilke  fat  slowe  kyng  Moradas  &  ys  of  re  kynges  fyue : 

&  namlich  of  him  fat  so  hardy  was  f  to  fore  him  so  to  stryue,     1823 

&  presenty  til  him  ynth  such  outrage  5  fay  heuedes  bi-f ore  him  selue, 

&  so  vylenly  beode  ys  message  f  &  schamy  hem  in  euerj  helue*. 

He  bet  Eoland  fan  stonde  a-side  f  ther  him  self  al-one, 

Til  he  hauede  y-herde  fat  tyde  f  f e  speche  of  euerechone. 

&  be  Mohoun  fan  swer  f e  schrewe  f  fat  he  nolde  ete  no  bred,    1828 


*  MS.  of  y-aent 
*  This  line  at  the  bottom  in  the  margin : — 

for  \>y  Bchrewed  sake  as  he  sajde  &  to  ous  spaka 
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Til  he  were  al  to-hewe  f  for  fe  message  )>at  he  abed. 

"  Jif  ])ow  dost  so  longe  faste  "  f  Eolond  to  him  sede, 

"  fyn  herte  panne  wil  ouercaste  i  &  ake  wil  pyn  hede." 

IT  Duk  neymys  com  forth  pan  i  &  by-fore  Balan  ^ude,  1832  g;^JJ> 

And  in  pe  fairest  manere  pat  he  can  f  pe  Message  he  gan  abude ;         dSb^Jre^' 

**  Kow  list  to  me,  sire  Amerant  f  &  tak  it  to  non  outrage^  meMngeto 

,_^_  Ballon, 

"War-for  we  bup  to  pe  y-sent  f  poj  y  telle  my  message. 

Charlys  kyng  &  Emperour  f  sente  pe  to  sayne,  1836 

pat  pou  scholdet  wyp  honour  f  ^elde  vp  til  him  a^eyne 

pe  ryche  relyqes  pat  pov  toke  f  in  Eome  ys  owe  Cytee  : 

&  al-so  pow  scholdest  loke  f  pat  is  barons  were  sent  a3e, 

pat  pow  hast  to  py  prisouw  take  f  &  liggep  among  hure  fone  :      1840 

&  his  amendes  pou  scholdest  make  f  of  pe  harmes  pou  hast  him  done : 

Outher  such  word  he  pe  sent  f  pat  he  nel  neuere  a-stynte, 

Orhepehabbewyp  strengpey-hentf  outher slawe  pewtt/?  swerdesdynte."  Brian  teiis 

"  Wei,"  said  he,  "  y  knowe  ys  wills  f  fairer  pou  abust  py  tale.     1844  Sifh^Ud"* 

Let  anoper  ys  message  telle  f  &  stond  pou  per  by  py  fale."  theotben. 

IT  pan  com  forp  hym  bi-fore  f  Eychard  of  Normaundye ;  Richard  of 

A  strong  knyjt  &  a  wel  icore  f  was  he  wip-oute  lye : 

"  Herkne,"  said  he,  "  sire  Balan  f  Ameral  of  nubbye :  1848  ;;pg,*^tiw 

&  y  wil  her  as  y  can  i  my  message  to  pe  ounwrye. 

IT  Charlys  pe  noble  kyng  of  fraunce  i  sendep  to  pe  tydynge, 

pcm  scholdest  leue  py  false  creaunce  f  &  belyue  on  heuene  kynge : 

pou  also  ^elde  him  pe  croune  of  thorn  f  &  ys  othre  relyqes  dere,  1852 

pat  pou  dudest  a-way  be  bom  f  in  Eome  thar  thay  were  ; 

And  eke  ys  barouns  pat  bup  y-take  f  pow  scholdest  hem  3elde  a3oyn ; 

And  suppe  to  him  amendes  make  f  for  hymen  pat  bup  y-slejTi. 

Outher  certis  for  py  wronge  1  he  dop  pe  now  to  seyn,  1856 

pow  worst  ful  heje  an  honge  f  wyp-inne  fee  monepys  tweyn." 

"Jeaf  haue  pow  yuele  grace"  f  pe  Amyral  sayde  an  hye, 

**  pou  semest  me  by  thy  face  f  Eychard  of  Kormaundye. 

He  pat  slow  myn  owen  Eem  f  pe  kyng  of  Mandralye ;  1860 

Were  pou  he  by  pys  leem  f  sons  pow  scholdest  dye.  wm  to  join 

Now  haue  y  herd  three  of  jow  f  pat  wolde  i  were  in  bale.  SJErt^i* 

Go  thow  to  py  felawes  now  f  &  pe  furthe  let  teUe  ys  tale."  Se^SaSSge. 

if  pan  com  forp  a  doppepeer  i  duk  Basyn  of  Genueys,  1864     Oaf  2&] 
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Basyn  &  to  J)e  Amyial  he  wente  ner  f  &  til  hjTii  pus  he  seys : 

mesMge.       «  Wost  wat  word  he  f  e  sente  f  Charlis  kyng  by  ous. 
As  fou  ne  wilt  be  y-schente  f  to  jelde  him  his  barons, 
And  fe  scherpe  croune  of  thorn  f  &  pe  nayles  three,  1868 

"War  wij>  cristes  flesche  was  torn  f  on  pe  rode  tree ; 
&  if  pou  tarie  longe  f  her-wy])  pou  worst  y-schent 
Heje  J)ow  worst  an  honge  f  such  word  he  pe  sent." 
Baian tolls     "jea,  trupt ''  f  quap  pe  Amyrale  f  " y  set  no3t  by  py  sawes.         1872 
aside  with     let  como  )je  fyfpe  &  telle  ys  tale  f  &  go  pou  to  f  y  felawes." 
lUotlfer        ^  f^  ^^  ^^  Ardane,  sire  Terry  f  sterte  for])  on  is  fet : 
ISTaher       WyJ)  a  8tM7*ne  look  &  hardy  f  is  herte  was  ful  gret : 
of  Ardclmw,  Ys  herd  was  long,  &  al  whyt  hor  f  a  was  [a]  grynily  freke.  1876 

grim  man,     His  brest  he  bend  vp  as  a  bor  f  &  to  Amyral  gan  he  speke  : 
repeats  it.      «  j^-q^  ]  jg^  to  me,  J)ow  Sara^yn  f  pat  makest  so  gret  bobaunce. 
What  word  pe  sende  Charlemyn  f  pe  noble  kyng  of  fraunce. 
Charlis  pe  kyng  of  fraunce  f  pe  sende  pis  tydynge,  1880 

To  leue  py  false  creaunce  f  &  belyue  on  heuene  kynge ; 
Ss  3elde  him  p/?u  scholdest  pe  croune  of  pom  f  &  pe  nayles  three, 
Hwych  pou  &  pyne  away  han  bom  i  of  Rome  is  owe  Citee ; 
&  ek  ys  barouws  pat  pou  hast  y-take  f  pou  scholdest  hem  sende  a-gayn, 
&  ys  amendes  fayre  make  f  for  pilke  pow  hast  a-slayn  :  1885 

And  ellis  for  py  wronge  f  or  come  pus  monpes  twayn, 
"Wei  he3e  pou  werst  an  honge  f  he  sendep  pe  pus  to  sayn." 
BaUn  Is        IT  be  Amyral  herknede  hym  ful  wel  f  how  he  tolde  ys  tale  :        1888 
him,  A-fryjt  he  wax  of  hym  sum  del  f  so  grym  a  "was  in  gale : 

"  pow  semest  bet,"  quap  Amerel  i  "  a  deuel  gonde  in  dale, 
pan  a  man  of  flesche  &  fel  f  so  grym  pou  art  a  fale. 
and  asks  him  Ac  DOpeles  woldy  of  pe  fayn  f  wyte  wyp-oute  strif,  1892 

wliatsortof    .^  ,    o    •»  •»       i       i-i»i.it 

a  mail  is       Wat  mauer  man  ys  Cbarlemajrn  :  &  how  he  let  his  lif ." 
Terry  tolls     Terry  him  ansuerede  pan  f  at  schorte  wordes  &  r  .unde  : 

him  that  ha 

i««noWs      "  Charlis  ys  a  noble  man  f  nys  nowar  is  per  y-foxmde  : 

"■****»  He  louep  god  almijty  wel  f  &  eke  al  holicherche.  1896 

pat  day  come  neuere  ne  schel  f  pat  [he]  ne  wil  almys  werche. 
blow  of  his     ^<i®  knyjtes  wil  he  haue  f  goynge  wit^  hym  aboute. 
k^oSkSSt''*   Were  a  her  so  god  me  saue  f  pan  wer  pou  brojt  in  doute ; 
brains.         Wtt^  ys  hond  a  wolde  pe  jyue  i  a  such  on  on  p®  luste  1900 
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fat  al  )jy  brejm  scholde  clyne  i  al  aboute  ys  fuste."  n««rf».»»ok] 

%  Wan  be  Amerel  herd  him  siffge  so  f  in  ys  heite  wax  he  wiob  :  Bakn  is 

"  )>oa  ferly  freke,"  saide  he  Jo  f  "  of  o  Jyng  say  me  soj> :  y>'"  ^  >>«« 

And  y  wer  now  on  J)y  mastrye  f  as  Jou  art  her  in  myne,  1904 

Tel  me  be  waye  of  companye  f  how  wostou  pan  do  by  me." 

"  By  ^  cristendom  pat  y  fong  "  f  quaj)  Terry  panne  sone, 

**  pou  scholdest  be  ful  he^e  an-honge  f  pis  day  3ut  or  none." 

" So  schalt  pow  beo  pe  self"  i  saide  pe  Amyrel  panne :  1908  »daauth« 

^'  Go  stand  ther  in  pat  other  helf  f  &  let  come  pe  sixte  manne." 

IT  pan  com  forp  a  doppepeer  f  Erld  Ogier  pe  Deneys, »  SSi^wST 

&  to  pe  Amyral  he  nejep  neer  f  &  til  him  pan  he  seys  :  ^liSJi!*** 


**  Charlemayn,  kyng  of  fraunce  f  sente  pe  word  be  ous,  1912 

pow  scholdest,  wip-oute  more  distaunce  f  ^elde  him  his  barouns, 

&  pe  scherpe  croune  of  pom  f  Ss  pe  opere  reliqes  dere, 

pat  pow  &  pyne  away  han  born  f  of  Kome  ther  pay  were 

&  cristendom  pou  scholdest  fonge  f  &  leue  py  foule  entent ;         1916 

&  amendie  hem  of  py  wronge  f  of  al  pyng  pou  h3rm  hast  ofifent. 

&  if  pou  tanest  o^t  to  longe  1  pan  certis  ert  pow  schent, 

He  pe  wil  don  he^e  an-honge  i  &  such  word  he  pe  sent" 

"  y  haue  y-hurd  .vj.  of  my  fon  "  i  saide  pe  Amyrelle,  1920  f*^*^^ 

"Do  let  come  pe  .vij.  anon  f  and  is  tale  let  hym  telle.*'  ffiS? 

t  Wyth  pat  com  sterte  pe  gode  Gy  f  pat  duk  was  of  Borgoygne,  Ouy  of  Bur- 

.  .     ,  .      ^  gundy  next 

pat  Dore  was  in  normaundy  f  y-norschid  in  Sessojmgne.  ^lIJSL**** 

He  comep  by-fore  pe  Amyrel  i  &  ys  message  abed  him  pere,       1924 

Bi^t  as  y  30W  now  telle  schel  f  jif  ^e  me  woUep  here : 

'*  Charlis,  pat  is  of  fraunce  kyng  f  &  of  Home  Emperour, 

Hotep  pe  porw  alle  pyng  i  to  leuen  f  pyn  errour ; 

&  hotep  pe  pat  pou  for-eake  f  py  false  god  Mahone,  1928 

&  to  cristendom  pat  pov  take  f  and  belyue  on  godes  sone. 

Such  word  al-so  he  sendep  pe  f  Charles  pe  Emperour, 

pat  pou  him  scholdest  sende  aje  f  ys  kny^tes  of  honour^ ; 

And  ^elde  '  a^e  pe  croune  of  thorn  f  and  the  naylles  three,  1932 

War-wip  cristis  flech  was  torn  f  on  pe  rode  tree ; 

&  pe  other  relyqes  ryche  f  wyche  pov  him  hast  y-raft ; 

Oper  ellis  certis  he  wil  pe  syche  f  whar  pou  euere  be  laft ; 

'  MS.  hoooDOur. 
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&  take  )>e  as  a  proued  ^f  f  an  do  }e  wel  heje  an^ionge.  1936 

uidadriMt    &  per-for  if  f y  lif  is  lef  f  ne  tarie  pou  nojt  to  longe : 

Ulllly    II    DO  

lovwbiBUfi},  Y  wil  Je  techen  how  ])ow  may  f  abaty  al  pys  strif ; 
[}miw]     &  lake  J)ou  do  as  y  J>e  say  f  if  fon  wilt  haue  J)y  lyf. 

Al  J)y  cloj>es  pouschalt  of  don  f  w»t^  wyche  J)c;u  art  y-shrid,       1940 
&  eke  fyn  hosyn  &  J)yn  schon  f  let  don  of  per  myd ; 
to  jotarefoot  Lef  J}ou  sengle  on  py  scherte  1  &  bar-fot  J)c;u  most  go, 
*»««**>•        Al  open-her,  &  eke  oungerte  f  and  be-for  Char[les]  com  pow  so, 
•ndbeg        Wyb  a  rop  aboute  by  nekke  i  to  CharTles]  so  wend  an  hye,        1944 

merer  flrom 

cbvim.        &  loke  fat  pou  pan  mukly  speke  i  &  to  hym  mercy  crye, 
&  pus  schalt  pou  gete  py  pees  f  &  esye  al  py  lond  : 
&  elles  ne  wol  he  neuere  cees  f  til  pow  beo  bro3t  to  schond," 

Th»  Emir  to  f  pe  Amyial  gan  waze  wonder  wrop  f  wan  he  herd  him  speken :  1 948 

•wSri"*     ^y  Mahourt  panne  swer  he  ys  op  f  pat  sone  a  wolde  be  wreken 

Of  hymen  pat  hadde  ys  kynges  slayn  f  &  dryuen  him  so  to  schonde, 

^^^tuhang  Ue  swor  he  scholde  neuere  beo  fayn  i  til  pey  were  alle  an-honge. 

IF  pe  ^tes  were  panne  sone  y-schet  f  &  pe  dn^t-brige  yp  y-drawe ; 
Sone  he  pojte  wip-oute  let  f  pus  barouns  lete  don  of  dawe :  1953 

He  and  hit    pe  Amyral  bende  ys  browes  rowe  f  &  olepede  is  consaile : 

Kyng  Sortybrant  &  opre  ynowe  f  ther  come  wyp-oute  fayle. 

oonmdt  what  **  Barouns,"  sayd  he,  "  panne  sone  f  tellep  me  jour  pwrpos :         1956 

with  the       What  is  pe  beste  wyp  hem  to  done  f  pat  bup  now  her  enclos, 
pat  habbep  pus  my  kynges  slone  i  &  f oule  oundo  my  los  1 
Whar-for  to  30W  y  make  my  mone  f  eniugiep  je  my  foos." 

Tb^  adTiee  If  Sortybrant  spak  pat  word  for  alle  !  wan  pat  pay  were  assent :  1960 
"  Sleep  hem  wat  so  par-of  by-falle  f  pat  is  our  iuggyment. 

death  by       Hastely  dop  pey  be  to-hewe  f  &  sleep  hem  wyp  such  turment ; 
&  so  pow  schalt  hemen  alle  schewe  f  pat  pay  bup  al  mys-went 

and  after-      &  par-aftoT  schalt  pow  wende  i  to  Morymond  wip  pyn  host,        1964 

Md  aSadc™*  ^^  **^®  f®  ty^g  pat  is  ounhende  f  Charlys  for  al  pis  host ; 

^^^^^'        &  discoumfitye  par  his  ferde  i  pat  wip  hym  dar  abyde. 

pan  do  an-honge  him  wyp  pe  berde  f  Char[lys]  for  al  ys  pride, 

&  pus  pow  schalt  a-wreke  pe  f  of  aUe  pyn  enymys."  1968 

Baianto        " By  Mahouw,"  panne  sayde  he  f  "  pys  ys  a  god  deuys. 

J^^^^  To  my  Gayhol  gop  anon  f  &  pe  fyue  pat  bup  ther 

to  be  brooght  ^jy^g^j)  Jiem  out  euerechon  i  to  hure  falawes  her. 
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fjB  day  lie  wol  y  on  myn  halle  f  drynke  whit  wyn  ne  red,         1972  'l\*^J*gJ^ 
Til  y  [haue]  seen  fe  glotouns  alle  f  on  schentfule  def e  be  ded."  together. 

FLorippe,  his  do3tTe  J>e  cortoyse  f  in  chambre  far  sche  was,  SSl'^'the 

In  the  paleys  y-hurde  noise  f  &  Jjyder  sone  she  gas ;  Jjj^  ^^  ^^ 

And  er  sche  cam  strau^t  in-to  halle  i  neuere  heo  ne  stente,  1976  [ie«f26,back] 

&  for])  sche  Jjraste  among  hem  alle  i  &  to  hur  fader  iy3t  heo  wente. 
By  y  bond  she  tok  him  euene  f  &  drow  hym  by  y  opre  helue, 
&  askede  of  him  what  were  pay  seuene  f  pat  stode  par  by  he7»-selue.   Sj^^j,^*' 
IT  "Do3tre  dure,"  pan  saide  he  f  "  as  Mahouw  me  auanwce,  1980  iSj.^«^"* 

Kit  bep  kni3te«  y-sent  to  me  f  fram  charHs  kyng  of  fraunce ;  h«^°    ^ 

Myne  kynges  pay  ban  a-slawe  f  hyderward  as  pay  come, 
&  avoweded  wel  wip  hure  sawe  f  Ss  presented  pe  hedes  to  me. 
And  3ut  were  pay  no3t  apaid  per-by  f  bote  wolde  me  greue  more,  1984 
Hure  message  pay  abode  dispitously  f  &  schamede  me  ful  sore. 
Now,  dui^  do3tere,  myn  Al-one  f  wat  ys  py  gode  red  »nd  uk*  her 

Wyp  myn  enymys  for  to  done  f  pat  habbep  ido  pis  qued  1 "  J?  d^Sith" 

IF  pan  him  ansuerede  pat  faire  mayde  f  sle3  sche  was  &  sad :       1988  sherecom- 
"  So  pat  3e  per-of  be  a-paide  i  my  red  schel  sone  be  rad ;  Sey  be 

Dop  pat  by  be  faste  y-bounde  f  sonderliche  euerechon, 
&  suppen  y-cast  to  pe  grounde  f  euerech  by  hym  on ; 
&  panne  wyp  swerdes  sherp  y-grounde  f  let  hewen  hem  fiesch  &  bon,  hewn  to 
pat  no  lym  be  laft  y-sounde  f  &  chaste  3e  so  30ur  fon."  1^93 

%  "  By  Mahotiw,  do3tre,"  saide  he  f  "  parfomy  y  wol  py  red,  B«tan 

Ne  schal  no  mete  synke  on  me  f  or  pat  paye  beo  ded.  her^iS"f'^ 

&  ek  hure  felawes  for  wham  pay  come  f  of  pryson  y  wil  do  fecche, 
&  pay  schuUep  haue  pe  Selue  dome  f  nel  y  ho  lenger  drecche."    1997 
IT  "Fader,"  quap  sche,  "let  beo  byn  haste  f  it  is  wel  ne^  be  non,         FioripMsayg, 

*'  '  ^  '  *Itii  now 

Hit  were  ful  longe  30W  to  vaste  i  or  pis  were  ai  y-don.  near  noon, 

Takep  hem  to  me  al  pe  hepe  f  and  gop  30  to  3our  mebe,  2000^^ 

And  sykerliche  y  wil  hem  kepe  f  pe  wyle  pat  3e  dop  ete.  iwiutake 

oAre  of  tbem. 

After  [pe]  mete  fol  wel  mo3e  3e  f  al  pys  pyng  ful-fille,  hwt  mSo*!?" 

Now,  fader,  as  3e  louyep  me  f  dop  30  as  y  telle."  can  be  done.' 

^  **  Do3tre,"  saide  pe  Amyrel  f  "  py  couTiseil  ys  god  &  hende ;  2004  Baian  agroee, 
So  tak  hem  to  pe  &  kep  hem  wel  f  til  y  to  pe  sende." 

pan  him  spak  kyng  Sortybran  f  wordes  wel  ounkende :  batsortjbrmn 

"  pow  ert  a-sotid,  as  y  am  man  f  py  do3tre  wil  pe  schende, 

¥  2    • 
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By-fenk  fe  wel  of  fat  brayde  f  fat  touchide  duka  Myloim;        2008 
thRt*Fi^l?*     ^^^  ^®  dojtre  liyin  betrayde  1  fat  hyjte  Saramoun, 
him.*for**^     Wan  sche  tok  out  Grodefrayde  f  fat  was  in  his  prysoun. 
Clears?]     fe  Duk  fanne  fay  yuele  arayde  f  to  defe  fay  duste  him  doun, 

&  slie  hym  wedede  after  fan  f  fat  was  hure  fader  fo.  201 2 

women  we     Many  ys  f e  manlicli  man  f  fat  f orw  womman  ys  by-go." 
FioriM»       ^  Wanne  fat  mayde  y-hurde  f ys  f  for  wraf f e  she  was  nej  wod , 
wiui*rag^*  ^^^  angre  sche  wax  al  pal  y-wys  f  &  spak  til  him  wtt^  mod ; 
sortybran,     **  Say,  f  ow  gadelyng  horesone  f  lecher,  &  stronge  fef !  2016 

To  speke  yuele  euere  ys  f  y  wone  f  Mahoun  3yue  f  e  euele  f  ref  I 

Wy  woldest  fow  letten  wif  fy  speche  f  fat  ys  my  fader  lef  1 
an.i  threatens  If  j  may  lyue  y  wol  f e  teche  f  a  torn  fat  schal  fe  gref." 
Raian  qnieu  f  "  Dojtre,"  quaf  Balan,  '^  y  f e  pray  f  now  let  al  fat  be  stille,  2020 

&  tak  f  ys  prysouns  &  go  f  y  way  f  for  haue  f  ou  schalt  f  i  wille." 

"  As  je  willef ,"  sche  gan  say  f  f  e  barons  sche  wendef  tille : 
Fioripaeieads  "  Now  comef  wyf  mc,"  quaf  fat  may  f  "  3ut  haue  je  her  non  ille." 

IF  Wyf  hure  fan  way  forf  fay  nome  f  foi^-out  halle  &  hour,      2024 
to  her  Til  bay  in-to  hure  chambre  come  f  bat  y-buld  was  on  a  tour, 

chamber.  '    ^  j       ^ 

Wan  fay  weren  alle  yn  y-paste  f  f e  mayde  &  fay  yfere, 

riorippe  het  schitte  f  e  dore  [faste]  i  &  welcomedem  with  gode  chere. 

Roland  sees   IT  Koland  y-saw  erld  Olyuer  f  &  ys  herte  wax  glad  anon,  2028 

rune  to  him,  Wel  souc  f  0  he  uejed  him  ner  f  &  to  hym  gan  he  gon. 

^^'  Ko[land]  kuste  him  louelich  ther  i  &  f  onked  god  al-on, 

fat  he  haf  founde  him  hoi  &  fer  f  thar  among  his  fon. 

oHver  Olyuer  fanne  gan  a-spye  f  what  is  fader  dof ;  2032 

enquires  after 

his  fiitiier.     &  Eoland  sayde ;  "  sykerlye  f  for  f •  he  ys  ful  wrof . 

far  nis  no  murgjf e  fat  may  him  gayne  f  y  say  f e  varament, 
Til  he  may  hure  word  certayne  f  by  f  •  al  how  it  stent." 
IT  Wan  fay  were  ther  alle  y-same  i  f e«  dojopers  xij.  of  fraunce,  2036 
Fiortpassaye.  Florippe  fat  maide  hadde  ioie  &  game  f  to  sen  hure  contynaunce. 
To  hem  com  fan  fat  iantail  may  f  &  corteisly  spekef  hem  tille ; 
*  Lystef  now,  Lordes,  wat  y  schal  say  f  &  perfomyef  je  my  wille. 
If  they  wish    jif  36  f  ynkef  to  askape  away  f  f  at  my  fader  jow  ue  spille,         2040 
t^ey  ™«^     To  me  je  mote  sykery  jour  fay  i  my  pMrpos  to  f  ulfille  : 
one  thing  for  ^  j,^^  is  f  to  do  me  haue  a  f yng  f  fat  al  myn  herte  ys  on." 
prases  to    "We  wollef ,"  quaf  Naymes,  "  be  heuene  kyng  i  so  fat  we  mowe  it  don; 
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So  yat  J)OU  ous  sykerye  affore  f  to  help  ous  in  this  clos,  2044  ^^^'^^ 

J)at  non  of  ous  ne  beo  for-lore  i  her  among  our  fos." 

)»ar-to  sche  sykerede  ])anne  hure  fay  f  to  help  hem  be  hure  mijte. 

In  alle  wyse  ])at  sche  may  f  to  daye  for  ])ar  rijte.  [iMfS7,back] 

^  &  ])anne  tok  sche  ])at  swete  wyjt  f  duke  naymes  by  pe  honde  :  2048 

"  Tel  me,"  sche  saide,  "  Jy  name  arijt  f  as  fow  art  freo  to  fonde."       g»«  ■''"w- 

fe  duk  aunswerede  Jat  mayde  free  f  humelich  &  fayre  :  '*"^- 

"  Damesel,  certis  me  clepej)  me  f  duke  neymys  of  Bauayre.  He  teiia  h«r. 

Charpis]  consailer  am  y  pryue  f  y-sent  on  his  message."  2052 

"  By  Mahoun,  sire,"  saide  sche  f  "  fou  madest  an  hard  vyage." 

IT  fsame  to  Richard  of  Normandy  f  wente  fat  burde  brijt,  SSI^*** 

&  prayedem  faire  &  corteysly  f  to  tel  hure  what  he  hijt.  "•"^J 

"  Certis  y  wol  jow  telle  my  name  "  f  sayde  he,  "  wit^ute  lye,  2056 

In  frounce  men  calle])  me,  ma  dame  f  Richard  of  Normaundye." 

"  je  f  Mahoun,"  quaf  sche,  "  jyue  fe  schame  f  for  fyn  oncortesye !      *Jli3i,  him 

Myn  vncle  Jw)w  slowe  a  kni^t  of  fame  f  Corsible  of  Mantrie.  •iIin*hJr' 

Ac  suffe  fan  art  now  on  J)is  clos  f  among  pes  fair  ferede,  2060  ""  ** 

y  wol  fe  kepe  fro  fy  fos  f  haue  J)ov  none  drede." 

IT  To  Rolond  fanne  tomde  fat  mayde  f  fat  was  so  gret  of  fame :         8h«  qoMtiont 

"  Ia[n]tail  knijt,"  til  him  sche  sayde  f  "  tel  f  ov  me  f  y  name." 

"Ful  fayne,"  sayde  fe  noble  knyjt  f  "  wil  ich,  swete  dame.        2064  Jj^J^J®' 

Ro[land]^  my  name  is  callid  ri^t  f  wan  y  am  at  hame ; 

And  Charpes]  suster  sone  y  am  f  y-comen  of  he3  parage ; 

And  to  f  y  fader  fro  hiw  y  cam  f  to  bryngen  him  message." 

fan  hur  spak  fe^  damesel  f  "  myn  herte  now  waxef  li^t,  2068 

fat  f yng  now  hope  y  gete  wel  f  on  wham  myn  herte  ys  pijt." 

Wei  corteysly  f  anne  abojede  she  f  &  to  help  hure  gan  him  praye. 

"Tel  me  fy  wil,"  fan  sayde  he  f  "  &  y  wol  do  what  y  maye."  ^hntH^ 

T  fan  hure  spak  fat  burde  br^t  f  ^  herknyaf  my  chesoun :         2072  JioSpif J;u» 

In  Charlis  companye  ys  a  knyjt  f  as  f ers  as  any  lyoun ;  loT^'aar  or 

Gwy  of  Borgoygne  ys  name  ys  rijt  f  y-called  in  euery  toun ;  '^''^ 

On  hyiH  for-sof e  my  loue  ys  lijt  f  for  he  ys  god  baroun. 

Wan  fat  my  fader  sire  Balan  f  be-segede  Rome  Citee,  2076  rfnoe  ihe  mw 

*  **  «»  J  hie  prowea* 

far  saw  y  fat  dojty  man  f  to  done  a  dede  free :  ■*  ^*>"«' 

Lucafer  fe  kyng'of  Bandas  f  a  strong  kyng  of  renour?, 

'  [Duk]  Roland  my  name  is  rijt.  *  [l^t]  fe. 
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Cl(M« 

at  the 


In  a  stede  y-armed  was  f  &  rod  to  pat  barouw. 
Lucafer  egrelich  wyj)  a  spere  f  mette  hym  in  J>e  feld,  2080 

&  Gy  fe  strokes  awey  gan  here  f  manliche  wiiJi  ya  spheld. 
Gyowi  fartne  adrow  is  brond  f  &  jif  him  a  stiok  with  mayn, 
pat  hors  and  man  a-doun  it  wond  f  &  leye  per  on  p^  playn. 
Ei^t  &o  ])at  day  in-to  J^is  f  myn  herte  ha])  he  y-raft.  2084 

pwrf  t8]     y-now  y  hadde  of  ioie  &  blys  f  were  his  to  me-ward  laft ; 
Wolde  he  be  my  worldly  make  f  &  wedde  me  to  wyue, 
For  his  lone  wold  y  take  f  cristendom  panne  blyue. 
Afl  J)ow  art  a  trewe  knyjt  f  &  for  do^ty  baroun  y-knowe,  2088 

Help  me  to  haue  fat  worldly  wyjt  f  &  y^  wil  ben  is  owe." 
oitnd         IT  Rolond  aunswerede  hure  &  low  f  "  dame,  by  god  of  heuene^ 
a  w Jn*      y  knowe  Gyoun  wel  ynow  f  he  ys  my  cosyn  euene ; 
ii^h^^  Fuliche  ne  is  he  nojt  now  fram  pe  f  vj  fet  y-mete  in  brede."      2092 
moment.       **  Foi  pj  coitesye  fan  ^if  hym  me  "  f  F[lorippe]  to  hym  sede^ 

"  Dame,  f  y  wille  schal  be  don  f  as  y  am  trewe  kni^t. 
He  tells  Guy  Com  HOW  forf ,  sir  Gyon  i  &  tak  f  ys  burde  brijt  1 " 
refw^    '    }^^  Ansuerede  fat  baroun  f  fat  wyuy  nolde  he  nojt,  2096 

chMiw'        Wit^ute  assent  of  kyng  Charlouw  f  fat  had  hiw  vp  i-brqjt. 
FioripM  Is     IF  Wan  bat  maide  hym  vnderstod  5  on  herte  she  wax  ful  wfqf : 

enraged.  #  »» 

For  angre  sche  braid  hure  wel  nej  wod  f  &  by  Ma[houn]  swor 

bur  of, 
fat  bote  if  Gy  to  wyue  hure  take  f  fat  sche  had  loued  so  longe^  2100 
Ecchone  fay  scholde  for  is  sake  f  or  euene  beo  an-honge. 

Roland        IT  fan  hym  spak  duk  Koland  f  to  Gy*  ys  cosyn  freCj 

wJy.  "  Tak  thys  damesele  by  f  e  hand  f  as  f  ow  louest  me," 

"As  f ow  wolt  y  wol  done "  f  saide  f e  kynde  kni^t.  2104  . 

and  thej  are  By  f e  hond  f anne  he  tok  hur  sone  f  &  be-treuf e4e  fat  swete  wi3t. 
fan  wem  fay  glad  bof e  3onge  &  olde  f  &  comforted  wel  aplijt : 

Fioripae       &  Flo[rippe]  hure  handes  gan  vp  holde  f  &  f  ankede  god  almi^t : 

"Lord,"  sche  saide,  **y  fanky  fe  i  fat  al  fyng  sest  &  wost,        2108 
now  fou  hast  y-sent  to  me  f  fat  fyng  i  louede  most. 

■airs  now  the  &  now  wil  y  f or  f  e  loue  of  hym  i  my  false  fay  for-sake, 

&  eke  my  fader  and  al  my  kyn  f  and  crw^endom  to  me  take.!' 
Loueliche  fay  wente  to-gadre  fo  f  &  cussede  i-same  an  ha^jtOi,    2112 
>  MS.  &  i  &  y.  'to  [Gyoun], 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


FLORIPAS  PRESENTS  THE   HOLT  RELICS  TO  THE  FRENCH   KNIGHTS.  71 


To  fennye  loue  by-twene  hem  two  f  &  to  makye  hem  stedeuaste.^ 

Wan  pat  F[lorippe]  pat  swete  fyng  f  so  y-comforted  was  \  Th«n 

A  dore  'sche  opene)>  Ss  let  hem  in  f  in-to  a  pryue  plas.       ) 

War  sche  tok  out  of  a  shryn  f  araid  of  riche  golde,  2116  Mngtoot 

pe  relyqes  preciouse  &  fyn  f  fat  y  jow  ere-of  tolde. 

Foist  sche  tok  out  be  croune  sterk  f  bat  crist  on  is  heued  let :  tha  croirn 

A  su])]>e  fe  nailles  pat  wer  scherp  f  fat  percede  him  honde  &  fet;      SIdi!^«th2S 

fan  after  sche  tok  a  clof  of  gold  f  fat  was  f er-for  arayde  2120  JSiS.       "^ 

&  oppon  fat  clof  ase  heo  wold  f  pes  reliqes  fayre  layde. 

"  Be-holdef ,  lordes,"  sayde  sche  fan  f  "  &  buf  now  murie  &  glad ;      nMifM,bMk| 

fis  ys  fat  tresour  whar-for  ^e  ban  f  trauayP  &  tene  i-had ;  ?the*roiici 

Which  fat  my  fader  let  here  away  f  of  Rome  as  ^e  knowe,  _     2124  ^eauM. 

&  hauef  y-kept  hit  in-to  fis  day  f  euere  as  for  ys  owe. 

Fyrum[bras]  fat  my  brof er  ys  f  to  me  f ys  f yng  be-toke, 

&  be-fore  al  f  yng  bad  me  kepe  f  ys  f  &  faste  hit  her  by-loke. 

&  now  3e  hauef  far-of  a  8i3t  f  &  whar  hit  is  y-knowe.  2128 

Wyf  30W  ^e  take  hit  be  day  or  nyjt  f  &  holdef  hit  as  30ur  owe.  ^"S^MdiMM) 

IT  fis  barouTis  fanne  hir  f ankede  alle  f  wan  fay  y-knewe  hir  wille ;     xlSknighti 

A  Adoun  fay  gunne*  falle  f  knelyng  on  fe  erthe  stille. 

fay  worschepede  hem  fanne  with  al  hure  mi3tf  &kussedemeue7*echone;  j;°f»"P  **»• 

&  fan  wente  sheo  fe  burde  bri3t  f  &  tok  hem  vp  anone,  2133  JJJJ^lfSi^m 

&  laide  hem  in-to  f e  schryn  a3eyn  f  &  dude  hure  far  sche  was.  thriM. 

fan  were  fys  lordes  glad  &  feyn  f  &  f ankede  godes  gras, 

fat  fay  hadden  founde  f Ore  i  fe  relyqes  lyche  and  fayre,  2136 

For  whicche  fay  hadde  far  byfore  f  ben  in  gret  dispayre. 

NOw  leue  wil  y  pis  matere  f  of  fys  Barouns  stille, 
And  tume  ^eyn  far  y  laf te  ere  i  &  of  f e  A[myral]  y  wil  telle.  g»^ij;J» 
fus  wyle  was  he  on  halle  sittyng  i  wtU  is  puple  atte  mete,     ^™}[;  ^^ 
fan  com  f er  an  hef ene  kyng  f  rydynge  atte  3ete ;  2141  oomefr'' 

A  wykkeder  man  fan  he  was  on  f  nas  non  on  al  hure  lawe :  King. 

Many  was  fe  cristene  mon  f  fat  he  had  bro3t  of  dawe. 
Kyng  Lucafer  of  Bandas  f  cleped  was  he  of  alle.  2144  j^*;**^ 

he  lijt  him  doun,  &  forf  a  gas  f  spedylich  in-to  halle,  ^ 

&  byfore  fe  Amyral  fanne  he  gof  f  &  by-gan  him  fort-affrayne  : 

'  [pAn'was  Florippe  on  hare  hour  f  mnrgher  \>9Ln  sche  was, )  ^^ 

\fe  baronns  sohe  ladefy  wjp  honoifr  i  in-to  a  pryue  plas.]  ) 
*  [muche]  trausyl.  *  Adoun  fay  gunne  [ecchone"|. 
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B^iS'^if Hit  "  ®"^'**  ^^^  ^®'  "y®  J^^®  ®^f  •  ^^  centre  fat  men  saynet 

true  that       j  j^urde  telle  a  wonder  cas  f  suJ)J>en  fat  y  slep  uake,  2148 

JJ^rorabrap     fat  f y  eon  Fyrambras  f  conquerid  was  &  take. 

priMner.       ^  beste  kny^t  of  is  bond  f  oueral  he  was  y-holde 

fat  was  knowed  in  any  lond  f  for  to  do  dedes  bolde." 

Brian  njib    IT  *'3ea,  for-sofe,"  quaf  fe  Amyrel  f  "  &  fat  ys  al  my  tene :        2152 
Taken  ys  he,  y  wot  it  wel  i  and  y-lost  for  euere  y  wene, 
f ys  ponder  day  at  morymond  f  conquered  for  sof  was  hee, 
With  a  f ef,  a  cristene  hond  i.  far  many  men  dide  hit  see. 

but  that  hte    Hys  conqt^rour  ys  a  bold  baron  f  &  on  of  Charlys  route,  2166 

ukJn^th     -^^  ^^^  ^yp  ^®  ^°  ^y  iw^un  ri3t  1  &  of  re  mo  wel  proute. 

****n2jr»]     And  now  buf  come  of  re  al-so  f  vij  bolde  bachelors, 

fat  ban  me  muche  schame  ido  f  &  y-slawe  my  messagers, 

Fram  kyng  Charlis  as  fay  were  sent  f  to  meward  on  message.    2160 

Ac  alle  fay  schullen  sone  be  schent  f  for  hure  foul  outrage ; 

neuere  ne  wil  y  ete  more  f  or  fey  be  dede  ecchone. 

fe  ofre  al-so  fat  come  bifore  f  fe  same  way  schullef  gone.''         2163 

md  are  in     IT  "  Whar  buf  f  *  messagers,  y  wolde  hem  sen  "  f  sayde  f  •  hef  en  kyng. 

dani^ter.      <«  jj^  jjjy  dojtere  bouT  far  fay  ben  f  sche  hauef  hem  in  kepyng." 

foSilh^       "  ^y  Mahouw,"  saide  Lukafer  f  "  fat  ys  wel  gret  folye ; 

iufSTi^    For  wommanes  wyt  gof  her  &  f er  f  in  hymen  ys  nojtt  affye. 

•Mt  •m.'      gy  jy  j^^^  y  ^^Y  go  ner  f  of  hymen  y  wolde  aspye,  2168 

Of  Charlis  pwrpos  wat  hit  wer  f  fat  makef  so  gret  maistrye." 

htotSJr    ^  "  ^  forth,"  saide  f e  Amyrel  f  "  &  gret  wel  my  do3tre  dere, 
&  bid  hure  fat  sche  wardye  wel  i  f e  messagers  fat  buf  fere." 

hSnrt^toUi  ^^^®®^  tumd  him  &  faste  gas  i  &  spedde  him  til  fe  tour,         2172 

Ftepatj*'    far  as  rio[rippe]  chambre  was  f  ibuld  wif  gret  honour. 
He  put  him-seluen  on  a  cas  f  whar-for  agat  a  schour, 
fat  tumd  him  far  after  to  harde  gras  f  to  schennes  &  dolour. 
IT  Kyng  Lukafer  of  wham  y  spake  f  was  a  wykked  man ;  2176 

To  fe  chambre  so  harde  he  rake  f  fat  f yderward  he  ran ; 
Ac  wan  he  com  f  e  dore  to  f  ys  herte  was  so  gret, 

b«  ^"*"  *J«  fat  he  dedeynede  to  depe,  "  ouTido  "  i  hot  ran  to  wif  is  fet : 

hi»  toot.        go  iiaxde  he  bot  here  in  fat  haste  f  f e  kyng  fat  was  so  strong,  2180 
fat  fe  henges  bof e  barste  f  &  f e  stapel  f ar-wM  out  sprong. 
&  foj  fe  dore  were  strong  &  huge  f  wif  fe  strok  sche  fl^ 
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2188 


2192 


2196 


Out  of  fe  Hokes  &  fram  hir  sege  f  x.  vet  y-mete  wel  nej. 
^  Wan  Flo[rippe]  y-saw  fe  dore  vn-do  i  al  chaungede  hure  hew  &  mod : 
To  Rolond  sche  spak  &  playned  him  to  i  ])ar-of  how  it  stod ;      2185 
"  J)i8  is  he  fat  fader  myn  f  ordeynef  my  lord  to  be ; 
In  al  he]>enis  ys  no  Sarsyn  f  wikkeder  ])an  is  he ; 
Wi])  is  hond  oppon  o  day  f  at  lome  in  ^oure  Citee, 
he  slow  fer  )>at  it  y  say  f  hundredes^  mo  )>an  ])iee. 
nad^  my  spouse  pat  her  is  f  pax  i-bom  him  doun 
Lyues  nolde  he  hane  ilaft  y-wys  f  no  criste  man  in  pe  tonn. 
&  now  haj)  he*  my  dore  y-broke  f  ous  alle  in  dispyte ; 
y  pray  ^w  ]>ar-fore  al  pna  y  spoke  f  ys  trauail  pat  je  qujrte.*' 
IT  Bo[land]  answerde  pai  mayde  anon  f  &  bad  sche  scholde  be  stiUe, 
''  For  pat  torn  or  pat  a  gon  f  ful  sore  him  schal  a-grille, 
nensre  ne  brak  he  dore  non  i  pat  dude  him  so  mykel  ille." 
With  pat  com  he  among  is  fon  f  with  a  ful  wikked  wille. 
IT  ))ar  fond  he  pes  lordes  alle  f  in  armure  araid  ari3t ; 
&  F[lorippe]  'with  pe  middel  smalle  f  pat  pan  was  sore  afftv^t, 
Dnk  naymes  stod  next  hur  by  f  &  had  hure  by  pe  honde. 
pe  kyng  Jwur-of  hadde  envy  f  &  come])  by  hymen  stonde ; 
&  )k)3  duk  naymes  were  al  hore  i  he  was  ful  wel  ymaked, 
ys  helm  was  don  of  by-fore  f  &  ys  heued  was  )h)  al  naked ; 
ys  herd  was  huge  &  stra^te  along  f  ^  Lukefer  ))o  gan  taket, 
And  vrjp  his  fyngres  pat  were  strong  f  harde  gan  he  schaket. 
By  pe  berde  as  he  hym  held  f  a  aakep  wi]H)ute  drede : 
^*  Wannes  ert  ))ow,  olde  cherld  f  &  what  makest  pon  in  pia  )>ede  ? " 
IT  "  Y  am  of  Bauere/'  J>an  saide  he  f  **  &  haue  far  herytage ;       2208 
And  am  Char[lis]  consayller  pryuee  f  y-sent  hider  in  message. 
&  alle  pnB  o])re  J)at  je  her  see  f  bu])  lordes  of  he^  parage ; 
Dukes,  &  erldis,  &  barons  in  fee  f  &  holdejy  by  baronage. 
A  message  ous  sente  Charlis  kyng  f  to  ])am3rral  pat  is  so  bolde,  2212 
&  for  we  told  it  nojt  at  is  lekyng  f  he  pot  ous  her  in  holde. 
Let  of  my  herd,  y  pray  pe  now  f  suffe  y  haue  pe  tolde." 
"  y  nelle,"  quaj)  he,  "  y  make  auow  f  to  Ma[houn]  pat  stont  in  golde. 
Tel  me  furst  by  J>y  lay  f  wat  doJ>  jour  men  of  fraunce ;  2216 

Of  hure  disport  &  ek  hure  play  f  what  is  jour  mest  vsaunce  1 " 
'  MS.  hnddredes.  *  nad  [ibe].  '  he  [her]. 


Florlpasln 
alarm  Ull* 
Roland  this  la 
b«r  intanded 
boaband. 


At  Roma, 
but  for  Guy, 


ha  would 
harakUlad 
avery 
ChilaUan. 


Roland  taya 
ha'Umaka 
him  sufler. 
[Iaaft9,backj 


2200 


2204 


Ladfer  faela 


jaalona 
bacauM 
Naymat  haa 
Floripas  by 
tba  hand. 


Hatalsaa 
Naymas  by 
thabaard, 


and  atka  him 

what  brings   . 
himtbara. 

Naymaa  tallt 
him  who 


Lndfar 
reftisestolat 
go  till  ha  haa 
told  him 
how  tba 
Christiana 
paM  their 
time. 
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NaymM  says 
first  they 
hear  Mass 
andaaer 


■om«  go 
hawkkig, 
■oroe  hunting, 
some  to 
Jousts  and 
toumamaatsi 
othsrs 
play  obMS, 

or  draughts, 


and  soiM 
fsnce. 


'Iwillteadi 
yon  one  of 
oar  gamM,' 
says  Lucifer. 

He  drags 
Naymes  by 
the  beard  to 
theflre. 

Deaf  80] 


seizes  a 

burning 

brand  and 

bams 

Nayroea' 

mouth. 


Nayroea 
selMsU 


andboma 

halfhU 

beard. 

Locifer 

smites  at 

Naymes, 


who  with  a 
blow  of  his 
flHi  kilU 


Roland 
laughs  and 
oomplimenta 
Naymes. 


IT  "  fe  man  ere  of  hew,"  fan  sayde  he  f  "  is  erly  gon  to  cherche, 

&  after-waixi  ech  man  on  his  degree  f  after  his  stat  J)ay  werche. 

J)0  fat  lordes  buf  of  fe  lond  f  in  som  tyme  of  the  jere,  2220 

fay  takef  hure  facouns  faire  an  bond  f  &  faref  to  ryuere ; 

&  Summe  a  deer  hontef  of  hem  far  went  f  &  some  to  fox  and  hare ; 

&  to  ioustes  and  tomyment  f  wel  mo  f «r  wendef  ofte  fare. 

f 0  fat  willief  to  leue  at  hame  f  pleyef  to  fe  eschekkere,  2224 

&  summe  of  hem  to  iew-de-dame  f  &  sum  me  to  tablere  : 

Summe  fay  vsef  a  maner  of  play  f  to  caste  wel  a  spere ; 

And  somme  for  to  sckyrme  asay  f  wit^  swerd  &  bokelere. 

f ys  buf  f e  games  of  my  contre  f  fat  y  f e  telle  bere."  2228 

"  jea  f  alle  fese  buf  no^t  worf  a  stre  "  i  fan  saide  Lucafere. 

If  **  We  haue  %  game  in  this  cowtray  f  to  blowen  atte  glede. 

f ov  schalt  lemy  fat  ilke  play  f  as  Ma[houn]  me  helpe  &  sped©;" 

fan  was  fer  on  a  chymenay  i  a  gret  fyr  fat  brente  rede,  2232 

fan  duk  drow  he  be  f e  berde  gray  f  &  to  f e  fyr  a  dof  him  lede. 

IT  fan  lawede  Ropand]  on  Olyuer  f  &  to  hym  gan  to  saye : 

"  f  ow  schalt  sen  god  game  her  f  suflfrie  we  hem  to  playe." 

Lucafer  f awne  tok  op  an-hastef  fe  brennyngest  bronde  a  coufe,  2236 

&  to  neymes-werd  blew  he  so  faste  f  fat  f e  fir  ftd  on  is  moufe. 

"  now  tak  f ou  fe  brond,"  saide  he  fan  f  "  &  blowe  to  me  fern  fonde." 

"  y  wil,"  quaf  naymes,  **  as  y  can  "  f  &  tok  hym  of  his  honde, 

Naymes  fanne  wit^-onte  jede  f  &  hadde  fe  kyng  wif-inne,         2240 

&  to  f •  schrewe  he  huld  f  e  glede  i  &  blew  toward  is  chynne  : 

So  harde  leid  he  f er-on  is  onde  f  fat  sone  f e  lye  out  rende, 

&  in-to  ys  herd  sone  it  sprong  1  &  o  syde  f  er-of  hit  brende. 

IT  Lucafer  fanne  wax  nej  wod  f  &  drow  out  a  schort  fachoun,     2244 

&  smot  to  neymys  far  a  stod  f  &  f ojte  haue  bom  hym  doun ; 

Neymes  was  war  &  sterte  arsyde  1  &  let  f  e  strok  to  pace, 

&  yriih  his  hand  jyf  him  a  strok  ounride  f  wif-inne  fe  neekes  space ; 

Such  on  a  gurt  him  wtt^  is  fusle  f  fat  sondrede  al  fe  lif ,  2248 

&  ys  necke  f  ar-wif  a-two  to-duste  f  &  ys  ejene  floje  out  f  ap-wyf . 

fat  bodi  ful  doun  aroidde  f e  fyre  f  wtt^ute  any  more  delay : 

"  now  rest,"  quaf  Naymes,  "  f  ou  proute  syre  f  f  ou  playest  a  sory  play.** 

%  fan  him  lawede  duk  Eolond  f  &  to  naymes  saide  an  haste :     2252 

''  )ea  faire  hure  falle  fat  ilke  bond  f  fat  so  can  foles  chaste ; 
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He  wende  wijj  is  ferete  f  haue  do  ))e  vylonye, 

And  now  is  fallen  is  nytyte  f  in-to  ys  owen  eye." 

IF "  Syre,"  qnaf  Flo[rippe]  "  halonaj)  fat  fyx  f  let  hym  enchauf ye  ynne, 

jute  na]}  lie  no  desyr  f  to  aryse  and  go  ))enne.  2257 

For  he  liopede  haf  wedded  me  f  of  him  he  hadde  enuye, 

fer-for  in  his  iolyte  f  he  cam  to  make  maystiye." 

To  Duk  naymes  saide  heo  Jwtn  f  "  leue  sir,  faire  fe  falle,  2260  fjoHpm 

J)ow  hast  delyuerid  me  of  fe  man  f  ich  hatede  most  of  alle."  detfJeril/"' 

r  T^rOw  buf  J)ay  delyuered  of  Lucafer  f  hnr  enymy  fat  was  a  schrewe.  ^^* 

[X  1    Byfore  pes  barouns  fan  Flo[rippe]  ther  f  hure  pwrpos  gan  thus 

schewe.*] 
•'  Ac  lustef  now  alle  .  what  y  schal  say  f  &  wamy  ^ow  for  jour  prow :  and  then  t«iis 
je  buf  her^  in  yuele  aray  f  and  in  gfet  peril  now.  2265  i»«rp»«i«. 

fe  Amyrel  my  fader  as  he  can  f  arayef  him  for  fe  nones,  she  poinu 

To  destruye  30W  sone  euerech  man  f  &  for-hewe  50 w  fleet  &  bones.     ^n««^» 
fys  dom  to  day  y  domed*  was  f  longe  by-fore  fe  none.  2268 

now  helpef  30W  silue  on  pes  cas  i  01^  ellis  30  baf  for-done, 
2our  helmes  makieb  alle  faste  f  hastilich  on  lour  heued,  andwoom- 

&  30ur  scheldes  on  jow  ^e  caste  f  for  nofyng  je  ne  leuet:  to  arm. 

Wan  fay  sef  jow  armed  wel  f  fe  more  fey  wil  jow  drede.  2272  ci«irf80,back] 

Gof  out*  of  fis  chambre  snel  f  &  dof  now  as  y  rede ; 

Sechef  fis  paleys  ouer  al  f  bofe  in  lengf e  &  brede,  and  mh  aii 

&  lokief  je  ne  spare  gret  ne  smal  f  fat  he  ne  go  to  dede,"  »»  *«<*• 

IT  fat  couTsseU  fojte  hem  alle  god  f  &  fanked  hur  lasse  &  more.  2276  They 
Hure  helmes  fay  duden  oppon  hure  hod  f  fey  alle  fat  fe^  wore^ 
[Wherfor  fay  duden  oppoun  hure  hod  i  hxae  helmes  lasse  &  more  ;*]  am  them- 
Hure  scheldes  on  hem  fast  f  ai  caste  f  euerech  of  pes  barouns^ 
&  of  fe  chambre  out  fay  paste  f  as  hardy  as  any  lyouns.  2280  f^nd  staitoff 

Hure  swerdes  fan  fay  a-drowe  5  fat  wem  scharp  y-grouTide, 
&  alle  fe  Sarayns  fay  a-slowe  f  fat  fay  affom  him  founde.  and  eUir  aii 

pan  wente  fay  in-to  f e  h^e  halle  f  far  fat  f e  lordes  sete,  °»««'- 

&  f ojte  far  t^^  slen  him  alle  f  sittyng  atte  mete.  2^84 

Eoland  ciyede  an  h^  "  mountioye  '*  f  wan  he  be-huld  fay  scoute :       ^'*"*  ^^ 
'  These  2  lines  crossed  through.  oontjoy ; 

*  MS.  {Y  wame  ^ow]  ^e  buth  [now].  *  MS.  dememted, 

*  MS.  out  out  '  This  line  written  oyer  a  line  erased. 

'  This  line  in  margin  at  bottom  of  page. 
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Manj  8ar8yn3  fan  huld  hewi  coye  i  J)at  rafer  wer  fers  &  proute. 

Ac  jiis  barou7^8  laid  hem  on  f  wi])  swerdes  al  aboute, 

And  to-hewe  hem  boJ>e  Jjarj  flechs  &  bon  f  f*  moste  del  of  fe  route. 

h«kina        IT  Kopand]  3af  a  strok  wttA  mayn  f  to  Corsyband  J>e  kyng,         2289 
&  clef  ys  body  euene  a-twayn  f  wit/i  fat  stronge  spryng. 

and  oiiTw     OlyucT  smot  kyng  Goudryn  f  &  gert  him  in -to  fe  brayn. 

coudiyn.       Many  was  fe  proute  Sarsyn  f  fat  far  was  f anne  a-slayn.  2292 

for  Al  80  furde  fis  xy.  barons  f  by  fat  foule^  hepe. 
Also  wolde  so  many  lyouns  f  among  so  many  schepe. 
fe  mete  fat  was  ful  richly  raied  f  in  disches  of  golde  fyn, 
Wei  sone  it  was  a-doun  i-leid  f  &  schad  was  al  f  e  wyn.  2296 

f  e  coupes  of  gold  were  treden  a-syde  f  al  wit^  mannis  fet, 
And  alle  f e  sarsyns  fat  wolde  abyde  f  far  f ai  lore  fat  swet. 

The  s««Mns  fe  Sarasyn^  fat  f o  wer  laft  on  lyue  f  faste  fay  gunne  fle, 

tiie  wiiidowi,  &  fill  out  at  fe  wyndowes  blyue  f  be  twye  &  ek  be  three,  2300 

&  summe  fulle  out  ouer  f e  wal  f  in-to  f e  dupe  dongoun, 

over  100  fioi   &  breke  hure  nekkes  to  pieces  smal  f  so  he^e  fay  fulle  adou7i. 

bwSfthkr"*  ^^^  *^  hundred  out  far  f raate  f  f anne  in  f ilke  wyse, 

n<»cki.         jj^j.  ^ij,  jjQ  fallyng  f  ai  to-braste  f  &  neuere  ne  mijte  aryse.  2304 

Baian  flies,     IT  fe  day  hym  was  ful  nej  agan  f  &  come  was  nej  fe  ni3t, 
fan  dude  f e  Amyral  Balaan  '  tume  him  to  f e  flijt ; 

Mirsued  by    Roland  him  folghede  as  wilde  &  wod  f  with  is  swerd  a-drawe, 

fat  f o  al  baf id  was  on  blod  f  of  Sarsyns  he  haf  slawe.  2308 

D«»f  »i]     IF  And  he^  dude  hym  fanne  ascrye  f  &  sayde :  "  now  kep  fyn  bed, 
Tom  to  me,  ich  f  e  diffye  f  her  rijt  f  ou  schalt  be  ded." 

hejarope  out  be  Amerel  vm-til  a  wyndow  ran  f  &  bar  lep  out  bat  syre. 

ofa  window.   '  "  i  t.  »  ^ 

Sth^^to  ^®^  ^^**  fefme  ful  he  fan  f  of  dupnisse  .  vmtil  A  myre.  2312 

the  mud.       p^  Ro[land]  after  hym  slent  f  wtt^  his  swerd  to  slen  him  f  anne, 

Ac  on  a  marbre  ful  f e  dent  1  &  smot  f ^-on  a  spanne. 
Roland  It      Bote  wan  f '  A[myral]  was  scapid  him  so  i  fat  Eo[land]  hym  ^  ne  lau^te, 
Angry  wax  he  fer-for  f o  f  &  fe  deuele  fan  hym  betaujte.  2316 

IT  "  Felawe,"  saide  sir  Olyuer  f  "  ys  he  ous  now  a-scapid  1 " 
"30,  for-sof,"  saide  he  ther  f  "ac  ofer-weys  y  hadde  y-schape  hit, 
Mi^te  ich  him  ones  habbe  arajt  f  wttA  my  swerd  y-grounde ;       2319 
ys  heued  schold  ich  him  habbe  y-raft  f  ouf  er  jeue  him  def  es  wounde." 
»  )>at  [mykle].  «  MS.  hyn. 
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NOw:liabbeJ)  J>e«  frensche  lordes  stoute  f  coTiquered  y  stronge  towr, 
And  habbej)  a-slawe  &  dryuen  oute  f  pe  Sarsyn^  with  vygour. 
fay  schutte  fe  gates  &  vp  fay  drowe  f  f e  dra^tbrig  al  with  gynne : 
Wolde  god  fat  fay  had  y-nowe  1  of  vytailes  per  wif-inne ;  2324 

For  in  f •  contre  per  wM-oute  f  vitales  getef  fay  none 
Bot  if  f ai  mo3e  be  so  stoute  i  to  geten  hem  of  hure  fone, 
IT  f e  Amyral  fat  was  so  richo  f  ys  falle  doun  f ram  an  he^. 
And  walwede  fanne  on  f e  dyche  i  &  was  y-sowe  wel  nej..  2328 

Ase  loude  so  he  fanne  mi^te  f  to  ys  men  criede  he  there : 
"  Helpef  me,  myne  men  so  wijte  f  &  elles  y  daye  here ; 
Bote  if  ^e  me  helpe  vp  to  drawe  f  fe  raf ere  out  of  f is  fenne, 
Wif  colde  chile  ich  worf  a-slawe  f  ne  go  y  neuere  henne."  2332 

IF  Wif  fat  cam  renne  sii-e  Bruyllant  f  f e  kyng  of  mountmirree, 
&■  fe  kyng  of  combres,  sir  Sortibrant  f  is  cor/seyler  fat  was  pryuee ; 
&  op  fay  drowe  .  sire  Balan  f  f e  Amyral  of  f e  dyche : 
fat  so  on  f e  fenne  f o  was  by-gan  f  fat  a  semede  f e  diuel  ileche.  2336 
Wawne  fat  he  was  vppe  f o  f  &  stod  oppon  ys  fet, 
for  sorwe  made  he  muche  wo  f  &  mornyng  eke  gret ; 
&  saide  :  "  alas  !  for  Lucafer  1  fat  was  so  strong  a  kni^t, 
&  for  my  barons  fat  wem  her  f  so  noble  men  &^  wi3t !  2340 

f  e  flour  of  Chyualarie  now  haue  y  lost  f  [al]  for  f  e  loue  of  one, 
In  wham  y  trust  to  aire  most  f  &  heo  me  haf  by-gone." 
IT  "  Sire,"  fan  saide  Sortybran  i  "  y-lif  me  betre  eft-sone. 
Ho  fat  ne  wol  hi  conseil  dan  f  som  tyme  hym  schal  mone."       2344 
IF  "  By  Mahoun,"  fan  swer  f e  Amyrel  f  sykynge  al  for  tene, 
"  Er  XV.  dawes  y  wil  ful  wel  f  of  hymen  y  wreke  bene.        "^ 
dof  now  &  lete^  myn  homes  blowe  f  quiclich  and  anon, 
fat  myne  men  mowe  iknowe  f  what  fay  schullef  don.  2348 

fe  tour  we  wollaf  anon  asaile  f  &  awreke  ous  of  our  fon." 
"  It  is  now,"  quaf  he,  *^  san^faile  f  to  late  f  er-to  to  gon, 
f e  day  hiw  is  a-go  f ul  ny  f  y  rede  jut  fat  je  leue 
Til  to-morwe  fat  f e  sonne  be  hy  f  ne  schal  hit  no-f yng  greuo.    2352 
By  fat  f y  barons  wollef  be  come  i  &  beo  assembled  here." 
''  y  grante,"  quaf  f  amyral,  '*  al  &  some  f  god  cou^^sail  ia  god  to  lere. 
Alas  f  for  my  gode  felawe  f  Lucafer  fat  me  ys  wo. 

»    &  [80]. 


No#  the 
French  hold 
tbecuUej 


hutth^ 
have  no 
provisloiia. 


BaUmIt 
nearly 

•uflbcated  in 
the  mad.  and 
criea  for  help. 


He  is  drawn 
up  out  of  tlie 
mud. 


and  laments 
for  the  loaa 
of  his 
knights. 


'Believe  me 

[leaf  81.  back] 
another 
time,'  says 
Sortybran. 


orders  hit 
to 


attack  the 
oastle, 

but  Sortybran 
advises  tiim 
to  wait  till 
the  next  day. 
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|>es  frensemen  bim  habbej)  a-elawe  f  now  wot  y  wel  it  jb  bo,        2356 
Ac  to  Malioun  y  make  auov  f  to  wham  ys  al  my  chere, 
To  morwe  we  wollef  vritfi  strengj^  y-now  f  by-gynne  f e  sege  here ; 
^  fro  )>at  lime^  she  ys  by-gonne  f  ne  schal  heo  neoere  be  laft, 
Til  ]}e  tour  a^en  be  wonne  f  wi])  8tren]re  onper  be  craft  2360 

H«  Towt       &  ptM  schuUe])  ))ay  ^ues  stronge  f  pat  pns  me  habbe])  agreued, 
FrroSi         ^^  to-drawe  and  eke  an-honge  i  &  al-so  for-gon  hure  heued. 
and  Fiorip*.  &  my  do3tre  fe  foule  scoute  f  J»anne  schal  heo  beo  for-brent, 

For  hure  couyne  to-ward  fat  route  f  &  hure  anbettyment.  2364 

pej  mote  nedes  wi])-oute  faile  f  sone  3eld  op  pe  toure 
For  fay  ne  hauef  nojt  vytaile  f  to  lyue  wit^  dawes  foure. 
Of  Charlemeyn  ne  his  ferede  f  nabbe])  fay  non  help,  y  legge ; 
y  knowe  it  wel  he  wol  drede  i  Mantryble  for  fe  brigga"  2368 

Next  morning  Amorwc  be  non  fyder  wem  .y-come  f  so  many  Sarsyn^  wy^te, 
Msembis.      jj^t  fe  feldes  wer  keuerid  alle  &  some  f  wit/t  scheldes  &  helmes  bri^te. 
fe  Ameral  fyderward  haf  him  nome,  to  f*  feldeward  f a/t  ful  rijt ; 
&  wan  he  sawe  pat  huge  trome  f  his  herte  anon  gan  ly^te.  2372 

The  Emir      ban  be  Amiral  hem  tolde  witJi  tristour  f  by  him  how  Fitl  is  y-went 
what  iiu       &  of  Jjis  barons  on  pe  tour  i  how  fay  him  habbef  y-schent. 


The  Saracens  fay  sworen  f anne  junge  &  olde  f  to  hym  by  commun  assent, 

avenge  him.  f  e  syge  scholde  be  f  er  iholde  *  to  jer  jyf  nede  by  stent  2376 

fe  sarsyns  fan  gunne  vaste  bulde  i  hure  pauylons  far  wzt^-oute. 
Their  camp    f o  logyng  of  fat  gret  host  fulde  f  vj.  mylen  to  gon  aboute. 
*«»»*•         Now  god  helpe  f e  frensche  men  f  fay  aren  in  grete  drede ; 

y  not  how  fay  schul  a-scape  fen  f  fat  hy  ne  gof  to  dede.  2380 

The  French    Tk'T'Ow  buf  bus  barouns  of  honour  f  al-one  per  enclos  : 

areiiotamid,     Im   I  '  '^  ^  ' 


F 


Wyf  Sarsyns  biseged^  in  f e  tour  i  an  .C.  fousand  fos ; 
Of  hem  alle  fat  far  were  i  drede  had  f ei  none, 
l>»f«t]     [Ac]  fe  vytailles  lacked  there  i  hwyche  were  nej  agone.  2384 

'roJiaioni     ^  f^  Amyral  clypede  to  him  fan  1  Maubyn  of  egremolee ; 
SS^n*"*^  A  s[uch  f  ]ef  as  he  was  an  f  was  non  in  his  regnee.  "*  ' '  * 
"  Maubyn,"  saide  fe  Amyral  i  "  wolt  f ou  hit  vndertake, 
to  icaie  the    To  ste^e  out  ouer  f  e  castel  wal  i  wanne  f  e  ny3t  g3ait  blake,        2388 

wall,  and  ^ 

J£?  hter'i     ^  pHuyliche  stalke  in-to  hur  hour  i  my  do3ter  fat  lyf  fere, 
'^»  &  stele  fe  gurdel  of  honour  1  fat  she  ys  woned  to  were  ? 

*  MS.  tine.  *  bisegoged. 
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&  brjnge  him  me  hoi  &  sound  i  wan  jiov  hast  don  py  dede ; 

And  |7oy  schalt  haue  an  hundred  pou/id  f  of  golde  for  pj  made.  2^2 

for  if  J  may  |)at  gurdd  dure  1  fro  hnre  so  take  away, 

To  Wynne  fe  tour  J)an  am  y  sure  i  wit^-inne  fis  )}ridde  day. 

for  whyle  heo  hauef  pat  gurdel  fyn  i  no  hunger  ne  may  her»  deere.    Jjj^^*j» 

Stel  me  J)e  gurdel,  gode  Maubyn  f  ne  spare  fov  for  no  fere."       2^6  JSJ^J. 

IF  "  Sire,  my  lord,"  J)an  saide  J>e  Jef  f  "  let  me  )>ar-wi))  al-one ;  SSS" 

y  wol  do  fe  haue  fat  fe  ys  lef  i  to-morwe  or  it  be  none. 

f is  ny3t  wil  y  my  myster  kyfe  i  <fe  do  an  hardy  dede." 

J>e  A[myral]  Jjankede  him  fanne  swy^  *  &  sayde  "Ma[houn]  pe  spede ! " 

IT  WAnne  pe  day  him  was  afalle  f  &  tyme  was  come  to  walke>  2401 

Maubyn  toward  pe  Castel  walle  i  pryuyliche  gan  hym  stalke  :  ^ilfti»*** 

Sone  he  cam  out  ouer  dych  i  wij)  wyles  J>at  a  cou^,  ^"^ 

In  al  J)e  werld  nas  fef  hiw  lych  i  by  nor^  ne  be  aoupe,  240i  [JJJJJ'gJ^h  a 

Wan  he  cam  to  J>e  castel  wal  f  oppon  wend  he  by  slej^,  ^^•^  ^^^^* 

Wy|)  a  laddre  of  lethere  &  crokes  smal  f  sone  had  he  pe  hej^^ 

Comen  ys  he  wi^inne  pe  tour  f  pe  paleys  he  f  orw  si^te ; 

Atte  laste  he  cam  to  Florippe  hour  1  as  pe  deuel  [J>an]  him  ta3te,         uJ^'Sl^ltber 

pe  chambns  dore  J)at  was  y-schyt  i  sone  he  haue])  oundo.  2409  ^fopeSl'iU 

Wy)}  a  charme  oundude  he  hit  i  and  in  he  Vwente  ])0.  tioiunan!*  * 

And  fynde])  pe  barons  in  bedde  ibro^t  f  &  hymen  he  charme])  so,        wit^  which 

])at  hy  ne  myjte  a-wakye  nojt  f  for  wele  ne  for  wo.  2412  ^^^^^ 

Wjp  a  charme  he  mskep  fyr  1  &  a  candlee  he  attendej) ;  ^^^' 

And  to  haue  is  desyr  i  to  Floripe  hour  he  wende]). 

banne  be  bef  by-gan  be-holde  f  be  chambre  al  aboute,  Ha  saarchM 

.     .  ^     /.  forthegirdle, 

And  fond  hure  ^r  pat  burde  bolde  f  liggyng  vnder  shroute.       2416 
Slepyng  was  pat  ladi  softe  f  |>e  fef  lam  bar  f ul  stille, 
And  to  &  fro  wende  he  ofte  f  or  he  hauede  ys  wille : 

Ate  laste  J)au  gurdel  he  fond  f  liggyng  at  hure  hede.  ■«*  find*  it 

Mahoun  he  f  onkede  pan  of  is  sond  i  &  gurd  him  wit^  Jat  wede,         iSff^it  on, 
IT  Gy  of  Borgoyne  hure  druwerye  f  wakyng  pe  jute  was  hee,      2421 
&  out  at  a  wyndowe  J)an  gan  lye  f  J)at  lay  to-ward  pesee;  '^ 

Of  J>at  host  to  be-holde  J>*  huge  aray  f  &  of  sarsynj  pe  semblee. 
pe  wyle  J^e  J>ef  fo  dude  is  pray  i  |>at  yuele  raoste  he  pee  1  2424 

IT  Wan  he  haue)>  pat  gurdel  so  f  mo  maystries  wold  he  fonde ; 
*  MS.  be  [ys  ago]. 
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Pj5'«J.  b«k]  To  lye  be  fat  burde  fo^te  he  fo  f  &  to  don  bare  scbame  &  schonde. 

■itempto  to    j,e  clofes  fat  wern  on  hure  bed  ilaid  *  araid  elwippe  beste, 

Pioripo.       ^yje  baf  be  wij)  is  bondes  braid  i  doun  be-nyj>e  bure  breste.        2428 

fan  lif  scbe  J)er,  fat  swete  f ynge  f  as  wbit  as  wales  bon ; 

ys  feye  blod  him  gan  to  pynge  i  and  ful  on  bure  anon, 

And  bent  bure  by  fe  middel  &ste  f  &  gan  to  kisse  fat  free.        2431 
iwi!k'***Mid    ■'^^^^PP®  *^wok  and  cryde  an  baste  f  "  now,  lordee,  belpef  me  !  ** 
crie.  out.       «  ^  j,y  cryyng  is  on  waste  "  i  saide  f  e  f  ef  a^ee ; 

"  y  nam  of  bymen  no3t  agaste  i  f  ei  mowe  nojt  belpe  f  e." 
run  Sher      ^  Hure  damesels  wit^  fat  cry  a-wakede  f  &  vp  of  bure  bed  fay  ras, 

Al  affraied  fay  sterte  al  nakede  5  til  bure  far  scbe  was  :  2436 

MgSJned     f®  f®^  ^  ^®^  ^*^  tomd  is  fss  *  fat  was  so  blac  so  cole. 
JJiiJI*"        fan  ruwne  f ai  away  &  saide  alas  i  &  wende  fat  deuel  be  wore. 

By  fat  bad  be  bur  legges  outuIo  1  &  saide,  *'  so  Maboun  me  saue, 

Wbefer  fov  wile  now  oufer  no  f  fy  maydenbed  scbal  y  baue."  2440 
£w?criSr*     ^  Gyouti  fat  on  fe  turet  was  f  f  orw  grace  iberd  bure  crye, 

be  tomef  bim  sone  fro  fat  plas  f  &  f yderward  gan  bym^  bye ; 
J»on*B«  toi>«  &  wan  be  saw  bim  wyf  yule  gras  i  bow  be  on  bure  gan  lye, 

"  f ef,"  saida  be,  "  by  godes  fas  i  ajeld  f e,  fov  scbalt  dye."  2444 

IF  fan  wax  maubyn  sore  afferd  f  &  lep  out  of  f e  bedde ; 

Ac  Gy  wif  fat  adrow  is  swerd  i  &  a  strok  on  bim  a  ledde, 
Md  oata  f orw  is  bcucd,  cbyn,  &  berd  f  fat  swerd  adounward  fledde, 
down.  ^  in.to  fe  breggurdel  bim  gerd  1  fan  ful  be  adoun  &  bledde.      2448 

%  fan  scbe  spak  fat  burde  bri^t  i  fat  al  naked  was  saf  bir  cerke ; 
FioripM       "  Wei  worf  fat  bond,  my  swete  wi3t  i  y  f ankie  f e  for  f y  werke, 

ne  baddest  fou  come  to  me  now  rijt  f  &  mad  bim  of  f y  merke, 

A  scbame  for  eue^'e  bad  be  me  di^t  t  now  ber  al  on  fe  derke."    2452 
Guy  toll*  hts  IT  His  felawes  awakede  be  ban  &  tolde  i  bow  be  bab  founde  a  f  ef 

companionB  ■'  '  * 

bappuMd.      t^  ^^  come  in-to  fat  bolde  i  hem  alle  to  repref ; 

&  bow  f e  fef  f er  ri^t  scbolde  f  baue  leyen  by  ys  lef, 

Nad  be  come  f o  as  god  wolde  i  &  distorbed  fat  myscbef.  2456 

&  bow  he  baf  sleyn  him  a  tolde  hiw  al  *  fan  wondrede  f ai  myche  per 

Th«y  all       How  be  miato  come  oun  f  e  wal  5  &  into  bure  cbambre, 

wonder  how 

^mf  what  he  "^^  [sikemessej  nad  fey  non  f  bis  comyng  wbi  yt  was, 

oam«  for.      3^|J  yp  ^^j  gt^^  eu^echon  f  &  be-beld  biw»  on  f  e  fas.  2460 

*  hym  bi«*. 
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2472 


2476 


])an  lai  he  ^ar  so  blac  so  pych  i  ys  bodi  was  nej  to-hewe. 

"  J)e8  ys,"  quaj)  Ro[land], "  J)e  deuel  ilych  f  delyuery  we  ous  of  J)*"  schr^we." 

J>ai  leid  on  him  hande  ]»au  au  haste  i  &  io  }e  water  gate  him  here 

&  into  J)*  see  per  him  caste  f  &  bede  pleye  J)ere.  2464 

Alas  5  ]>e  tyme  pat  he  was  boie  f  for  pe  damage  pat  ]>er  was  ]>o : 

For  J>o  was  }>e  gurdel  pat  he  com  fore  f  y-lpst  for  eucre-mo. 

pat  gret  damage  ho  may  lestore  i  pat  panne  was  pai  ido. 

Jk)3  he  kyng  ouJ>er  Emperour  wore  f  to  litel  had  he  J)ar-to.  2468 

IT  Bote  wan  pe  frensche  men  vndei^yte  i  by  pe  gurdel  how  it  was, 

Sory  Jwd  wem,  je  mowe  wel  wyte  f  for  Jat  fonle  cas. 

Ac  wan  )^ai  se^e  ])at  of  pat  pjng  i  recuueier  non  ]»ar  nas, 

paj  lefte  Jeanne  hure  momyng  f  &  jiankede  godes  gras ; 

And  confortede  ])at  maide  gent  f  ])at  was  so  fairs  of  si^te, 

And  to  hure  beddes  a3en  bu])  went  1  &  rest  hem  ])er  al  ni3te. 

IT  ^an  erlich  oppon  pe  morwe  f  wan  pe  sonne  hure  schon, 

pe  amerel  &  is  host  with  sorwe  !  armede  hymen  ecchon. 

In  gode  &  wel  sykere  wede  i  y-mad  of  fair  entayle ; 

And  jume  ))o  ]}ai  gunne  hem  spede  i  pe  firensche  men  for  tassaile. 

V  pe  A[miral]  caHep  sir  Bruyllant  1  J)e  kyng  of  mountmyrreej, 

&  pe  kyng  of  Comble,  Sir  Sortybraunt  i  &  othre  of  his  pryueej  : 

"  HerknyaJ),  lordes  of  honor  "  i  saide  he,  "  what  is  my  f  ojt        2481 

Our  pe£  ys  slawe  on  pe  tour  i  now  he  ne  comef  nojt. 

If  he  wer  now  lyues  man  *.  afore  J)is  had  he  come." 

**^ea,  for-soj)," sai^  Sortybran  f  "he  is  ded  or  nome.  2484 

Let  blowe  pya  homes  ri^t  anon  f  we  wollej)  assaile  pe  tour.'' 

**  now  to,"  qua|>  pe  A[miral],  "  euerechon  i  myne  barouns  of  honour." 

Hure  homes  jyai  gunne  J)o  to  blowe  f  ful  many  at  one  blaste, 

pe  Sarsyns  psjine  pjderwaid  drowe  f  to  ajssaile  pe  tour  an  haste.  2  488 

Hure  engyns  psnne  paj  arayde  i  &  stones  jiar-wi])  paj  caste, 

&  made  a  ful  steme  brayde  i  inp  bowes  and  arbelaste. 

Wel  scherpe  doj)  J>ay  by-gynne  i  to  assayle  pe  grete  tour ; 

Ac  pee  barons  J)at  buf  wif-inne  i  defendiej)  hem  wyf  vygour. 

With  stones  &  tres  ^at  ^ay  cast  out  f  oppon  hure  fon  ])at  day, 

Mo  ))an  hundred  of  hure  rout  1  ]»ay  affulde  ded  on  pe  clay ; 

Of  no])yng  certis  do])  (?)  p&j  drede  f  hot  of  liflode  one. 

Ac  now  failled  bo^  wyn  &  bred  i  vatailles  habbe)>  ]ray  none. 

FERUHBRAS.  Q 
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])e  damesels  fat  woren  of  gret  honour  i  for  himgre  J)ai  fulle  y-sowe, 
2S?M  to  bo    '^^  ^^^^  Flo[rippe3  brijt  on  hour  5  whai^for  was  sorwe  ynowe. 
GuVof         ^  ^[y]  0^  Borgoyne  hure  nywe  spouse  f  confortede  hir  wat  he  maye ; 
pro^MMto    for  hure  is  herte  was  angwischouse  f  &  to  his  felawes  gan  he  saye : 
panioni        "  Lordes,"  said  he,  "  36  wytej)  wel  f  fat  we  huj)  her  enclos,         2601 
Herde  by-syged  wyj)  J>*  Amyrel  i  &  of  ofre  fat  buf  our  fos : 
And  now  is  this  fe  fiidde  day  i  fat  oure  vy tails  failed  '^ 
Our  bred,  our  wyn  ys  al  away  i  &  harde  we  bef  asailed.  2504 

9n  myn  herte  me  ys  wo  f  fat  f ys  wymmen  waxef  feynte, 
fey  buf  so  mate  fay  mowe  no^t  go  i  so  honger  haf  hem  teynte. 
neaf88,bMk]  &  if  fat  hy  among  ous  here  f  for  hungre  scholde  dye, 

For  ous  a  gret  repref  it  were  f  in  euery  companye.  «        2508 

Leuere  me  were,  hi  god  almijt  i  in  my  body  be  wounded  sare, 
fan  to  sen  f ys  burdes  bri^t  i  for  hunger  f us  forfare. 
Teche  we  far-fore  in  dede  f  fat  we  buf  men  of  my3te, 
and  do  we  now  on  our  wede  f  &  araie  we  ous  to  fi^te.  2512 

to  nuke »      &  wowde  WO  out  of  f is  strongo  tour  i  to-ward  fe  Sarasyns ; 
toobSinfoodl  ^^^  8®^  ^^  ^^  vytaillss  with  honour  i  among  our  enymys. 

Certis,  come  we  hymen  among  f  somme  [vytaille]  schulle  we  haue ; 
Oufer  fey  schullen  don  ous  wrong  i  al  so  god  me  saue.  2516 

Wat  so  f ei  ben  fat  lettef  ous  o^t  f  yytailles  far  to  vacche, 
non  of  ous  ne  sparie  him  nojt  f  strokes  fat  f ai  ne  lacche. 
Teche  we  far  to  oure  fos  f  fat  vytailes  gete  we  konne. 
And  cesse  we  neuere  of  our  purpos  f  or  we  ha  summe  y-wonne,  2520 
Wer-wyth  pei  damesels  of  honour  f  hure  lif  f  ar-wit^  mown  lede, 
Til  we  haue  other  socour  f  of  Charlis  and  is  ferede. 
Beti^  tt  ii  to  For  betere  is  ous  forto  die  f  amonges  our  fos  in  fijte, 
hu?*^"'      fan  her-inne  dynge  &  drie  1  &  daye  for  hunger  r^te."  2524 

Then  sayt     %  fan  spak  Flo[rippe]  fat  burde  bri^t  f  to  hymyn  euerechone : 

"  Ful  litel  ys  jour  god  of  myjt  1  fat  vytailes  ne  sent  jov  none ;        ' 
'Had re       Hadde  je  worschiped  our  godes  free  5  as  je  jour  ban  done, 
^Smim^P  Of  vytailes  had  je  had  plente  i  maugre  al  jour  fone.**  2528 

had  food  ere  q  Roland  huro  ansuerede  &  stude  i  "  damesele,  were  fat  sof, 
tone hMT      We  wolde  fanne  do  be  rayde  i  je  f oj  fay  ben  ous  lof . 

Damesele  if  je  wolde  ous  lede  f  to  f  e  godes  of  wham  je  spake 
fanne  scholde  jee  seen  in  dede  1  what  woischip  we  wolde  he[m]  make." 
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^  Of  ^at  word  was  sche  wel  paid  f  &  |)e  keys  sone  sche  hente,  2533  Fiodpu 

&  with  pis  lordes  pat  bu]>  for-said  i  to  pe  mauindrye  ^o  sche  wente. 

To  pe  SyBagoge  wan  sche  cam  i  ]>e  dore  heo  haue)>  oundo,  iMds  them  to 

]>an  wei  by-fore  pan  sche  nam  f  &  paj  come  after  )>o.  2536 

IT  Flo[rippe]  drow  a  ridel  pan  i  J)at  stod  be-fore  pe  frount,  drawt  a 

]>an  sawe  p&j  pax  Sir  Temagan  f  &  eke  hure  god  Mahount :  xi^SliSlSSt. 

lubiter  al-so  &  iouyn  i  stode  Jwur  hymen  by-syde,  yu'SS^^id 

&  eke  hure  god  appolyn  f  araid  wi]>  grete  pryde.  2540  an^Appoijn, 

IT  pe  mametes  pat  ^ai  sejen  JNire  5  bi-fore  hure  aldre  sijt, 

Eaerchone  y-maked  ware  f  of  gold  ^t  schon  ful  brijt,  au  of  goid 

y-poudred  wij)  stoned  preciouse  f  pat  wem  ^^ron  i-piji  •'**'**^ 

)«y  schyne  ])er  in  tal  pat  house  f  so  do^  pe  candelijt.  2544 

peak  was  )>ar  at  hure  fete  f  of  encenj  a  fair  dentee, 

And  of  balme  ))at  smylle)>  swete  i  &  spycery  gret  plentee. 

^  "  Ihetfu  lord,"  quaf  Olyuere  i  "  fro  wan  come^  al  pia  gold  1  neaf  8*1 

BOW  wold  it  god  pat  it  were  f  ])ar  as  me  sdf  it  wold."  2548  ^^^JJ! 

^  ban  hym  spak  sir  Richard  •  be  duke  of  normaundie,  Riehnrd  says 

'  "  *  '  one  would 

"  I  keptd  no  more  to  my  part  f  hot  iouyn  wy^ute  ly^  •*'*"'^  *»*"»• 

y  wolde  do  pax-vrWi  to  werche  f  in  Eowan  my  Citee, 

And  make  newe  pe  heje  cherche  f  in  worschip  of  )>e  trynitee."  2552 

^  banne  sayde  Duk  Eoland  f  '<  be  tale  to  fuUQle,  RoUnd 

r  J  r  ^  thinks  that  If 

Char[lis]  scholde  haue  J)e  remenant  f  m^t  it  be  at  my  wille,  Sl^IlShS* 

Tharwi))  m^t  ho  ]>anne  an  hastQ  f  restore  Eome  Cytee,  "****** 

^t  jMunyral  Balan  waste  f  somt3rme  wi)>  ys  meygnee ;  2556 

&  do  make  yp  Seynt  petris  ohurche  f  |)at  p^  Sarsynj  han  yule  arayd,  nbuiid 

And  othre  gode  werkes  werche  f  ))at  god  schold  ben  on  apayd." 

^  Morippe  to  hymen  saide  ^n  5 ''  ya  8peke]>  gret  folye,  pioHpaa  teiis 

If  ya  doj)  aa  wyse  men  f  mercy  je  hem  crye,  2560  JJtJjfi^f 

&  praye]>  hem  ^eme  )>at  hy  ^oy  spede  f  as  paj  \mp  gode  and  hende, 

&'al]>yng  ^anne  what  ^e  ha  nede  f  to  jow  wolle)>  hy  sende.'* 

^  "  Dameeel,^  saide  duk  Gyoun  f  "  my  prayer  ys  now  ido." 

**  For  gode,"  saide  erld  Ogeroun  f  ^  so  ys  myn  alnso :  2564  Ogier  sajs 

*  1  *«  •'V  '  they  are 

Ac  ^y  slepej)  alle  so  vaste  f  ]>ay  mowe  ous  no^t  y-here :  **^«^>  *<> 

y  wil  J>ar-for  teche  a  caste  \  to  a-wakye  hem  alle  yfere."  them'^^* 

Ogier  Deneys  adrow  is  brond  i  &  smot  to  sire  Mahound,  Sllh^to 

^t  al  to  pieces  he  to-wond  1  &  ful  douit  on  )»e  grou[n]d.  2568  ^**^^ 
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^InMhtM       Olyuer  tok  vp  temagan  f  &  casten  aje  fe  wal, 

Tormagaant,  j^^t  legges  &  annes  brek  him  fram  i  in-to  peces  smal. 

«nd  Biofaard   Eichard,  pQ  duk  [of]  normandye  f  a  drow  is  swerd  wel  fyn, 

theothertwo.  &  al  to-hew  J)e  oJ)re  twye  f  iubiter  &  appolyn.  2572 

Roland  Mji   %  "  Parfay,"  fan  saide  duk  Rolond  5  to  fat  maide  bri3ty 

thoM  Rodt     "  fyne  godes  buj)  najt  in  bond  i  Wel  litel  ys  hure  mijt, 

strong.         fQj.  jjQ^  jjg^y  jj^j,  a-doun  afalle  i  fay  mowe  no^t  vp  ajene." 

Snrwtluiid  "  ^^^  ^  ®^f»"  saide  fat  brijt  in  halle  i  "  &  fat  is  now  wel  y-sene, 

If  ich  hem  worschipie  after  f  is  i  maugre  mot  y  haue.  2577 

for  fay  mowe  no^t  her  y-wys  '  heTTi-selue  fram  herme  saue ; 
jjjjinBtoprty  Ac  y  by-seche  fat  god  of  mi^t  i  fat  diede  on  fe  rode, 

Hwich  of  marie  fat  mayde  brijt  1  while  tok  tiechs  &  blode,        2580 
Ase  wiBly  as  y  lyue  ri3t  i  a[nd]  dayde  for  mannys  gode : 
fat  Sone  sum  socour  to  ous  di3t  f  &  helpe  ous  of  Mode.** 

Sthh"^  r  ^^  ®^^®  f^  ^^J*  ^^ ^'^^  ^"®  •  ^^^^  y-mad  an  ende. 

Or  heo  for  hunger  had  foi^one  f  hir  wit  &  ek  hur  mende.  2584 

[i«tfM,Uck]  A  se^enyng  f anne  ful  hure  oppone  i  &  gan  to  walwe  &  wende. 

'*  Alas ! ''  saide  fay  euerechone  5  ''  wo  is  ous  for  f is  hende  I " 
RdtndUfu    ^  Ro[land]  tok  hure  vp  wel  softe  i  &  conforted  hure  wat  he  maye, 
&  for  hure  fanne  sykede  he  ofte  f  &  til  f  e  of  re  gan  to  saye :      2588 
**  In  myn  herte  me  ys  wo  f  fat  our  frend  gjmt  feynte ; 
Sche  is  so  mat  sche  may  no^i  go  i  so  hunger  hur  hauef  enteynto, 
&  if  sche  f  us  among  ous  here  f  for  hunger  daye  scholde, 
For  ous  for  euere  repref  hit  were  i  for  heo  is  trewe  &  holde.      2592 
Me  were  leuere,  be  swete  iesus  I  beo  iwourwied  n^  f  e  dede, 
fan  to  sen  hure  fare  f us  i  for  de&ute  of  brede. 
&  now  is  f e  f ridde  day  argon  i  fat  our  vitaile  gUTzne  to  slake, 
&  bred  ne  wyn  ne  haue  we  non  i  fat  we  hure  mowe  take,  2596 

and  i>ropoMt  Hure  to  couforty  wif-in  f is  nede  f  ne  non  of  f  e  burdes  alle, 
SSiSJii'JS  P^^'^^^  ^^  ^^  ^y  ^y  ^  red®  •  &  vitailles  ous  schullef  falle, 
toJJ*^^  "^   IF  Fare  we  out  of  f is  castel  her  i  vnto  f  e  Sar^yns, 

Ous  to  gete  vytailes  ther  i  amonges  our  enymys.  2600 

&  wan  we  copief  hem  among  i  somme  schulle  we  haue, 

Ouf er  elles  fay  schullef  don  ous  wrong  i  al-so  god  me  saue. 

What  so  fay  be  fat  lettef  ous  ojt  f  our  purchas  for  to  make, 

for  godes  loue  ne  sparief  nojt  i  hure  crones  fat  30  ne  crake.       2604 
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&  if  J  fya  day  f orjjward  spare  f  Sarasyn  ou))er  torke, 
for  euere  mot  y  ])aii  for-fare  i  for  my  dayes  werka. 
))eT-for,  lordeSy  on  ]>ys  porpos  f  let  ous  now  so  by-gynne, 
^t  we  mowe  pen  of  our  fos  f  such  yytailes  ous  y-wynne,  2608 

Wer-wtt^  ])is  damesels  &  we  f  mowe  onre  lyues  lede. 
Or  we  mowen  bet  y-socoured  be  i  wij)  Charpis]  &  ys  ferede." 
Alle  fe  o^re  barouns  free  i  assentie])  to  p&t  dede :  au  fli« 

Now  dure  god  in  trynyte  f  grantye  hem  wel  to  spede !  2612  Jf^^^i^' 

One  peame  were  pes  barouns  dijt  f  in  ful  sykere  wedes,  S^^lfem- 

In.  aketouTiSy  helmes,  &  brynyes  bri3t  i  &  on  sty^e  stedes.  mo\mt.^ 

pe  Castel  3ate  was  opened  poi  &  pQ  dn^brigge  lete  adoun, 
&  were  in  poynte  for)>  to  go  i  p&D.  spak  Eo[land]  to  Naymoun^  2616  Roland 
&  prayde  hym  tabide  J>are  i  to  kepe  J)at  entree,  wSi?i!'a!!d 

pe  wyle  Jay  made  pat  ilke  fare  f  &  fyder  wer  comen  a-^e.  f^  ^^® 

^  Neymys  answerede  <&r  sayde,  "  nay  f  why  wiltou  me  mysbede  1        imt  Naymea 
jut  am  y  bold  in  myn  aray  i  to  don  a  mannis  dede."  2620 

"  je,"  quBp  Kopand],  "  by  my  fay  f  })ou  art  wel  god  at  nede, 
^w  schalt  for)>  wi)>  me  pia  day  f  ))e  betre  pat  ous  may  spede, 
And  duk  Terry  her  schal  leue  i  for  he  ys  do^ty  man."  Deof  ssj 

Wan  Terry  hit  herde,  him  gan  greue  f  bot  nojt  ne  saide  he  fan.  2624  JJ*JJ^^*y 
Wan  Bo[land]  hit  arperceuede  &  sej  f  fat  he  gan  waxe  wrof ; 
In  is  doynge  he  was  ful  slej  i  &  til  him  sone  he  gof. 
"  Terry,"  saide  he,  "  as  f au  art  me  lef  f  ipraye  fe  on  godes  name 
fat  fou  ne  take  it  no^t  to  gref  1  fo^  fou  be  laft  at  hame.  2628 

Our  on  mot  nedes  leuen  her  1  to  kepe  f  is  entree ; 
y  pray  fe  kepet  gode  vere  f  til  fat  we  comen  ar3ee." 

Ounefe  Terry  wolde  assente  i  to  Abiden  for  fat  nede ;  he  agreea, 

Nofeles  fis  lordes  buf  for  y-wente  i  crist  of  heuene  him  spede.  2632  wiucton«- 
IT  Forf  now  prikeaf  fis  bolde  barouns  i  wif  a  wel  hardy  chere, 
Al  so  f ers  as  any  lyouns  f  was  euerech  on  ia  manere ;  The  kniRhta 

''     ''  '  sally  out. 

Wel  y-armed  on  sikere  stedes  i  hure  armure  schon  ful  bri^te ; 

Don  fay  f enkef  dojty  dedes  f  longe  or  come  fe  nyjte.  2636 

Toward  f e  Sara^jn^  fay  prykede  faste  f  &  f e  sonne  schon  ful  li^te. 

IT  fe  A[myral]  arperceyuede  hem  fan  an  haste  f  &  awondrede  him  of  The  Emir 

fat  8i3te ; 
Til  him  fan  clipede  he  Sortybran  1  and  Broillant  of  mountmyrre^ : 
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*'  Telle])  me,"  qua))  pe  A[myTal],  ^if  je  can  f  what  maner  men  bu)>  )>ee^, 
))at  come))  hiderwaid  so  boldely  i  prykynge  on  }\b  grene."  2641 

"  Hit  buj)/'  quaj>  fay  "  ful  sykerly  i  frenachemen  wijH>ute  wene, 
)>at  bu]>  new  comen  out  of  ]>e  tour  f  &  fenke]>  wttA  ooa  to  fijte, 
&  for  to  do  }>e  deahononr  f  or  we  ben  fullych  di^te."  2644 

the  i^^i7  ^  "  -^^  blowe  oure  homes/'  quaj>  J>e  A[myTel],  •*  y  bote  jow  rijt  a-non, 
to  soond.      p^  jjjy^  j^^^  jj^y  ^j^jjj^^  Wft^ute  dwel  f  to  fijte  ajen  my  f on." 

)}an  mi^te  men  many  homes  here  f  of  latonn  y-mad,  &  bras : 

SStohluul!  ^®^  ^^  ^  Sarysyns  aflfraid  were  f  wan  J)ay  herde  ])at  bias.       2648 
Hure  armes  yel  toke  to  hem  for  fere  f  to  aray  hem  in  )>at  cas : 
A  schrewed  lessoun  scholde  ^y  lere  i  somme  of  3am  sone  fas. 

J2id"foTuM  ^  f^  Barouns  fulle  on  hem  ful  sone  5  or  fay  wem  y-dijte : 

y"»*ch,        ^  Ropand]  cride  "  mont-ioye,"  anon  f  &  smytef  on  wif  mijte.    2652 
fay  laid  on  f anne  wif  herte  &  wil  f  stume  strokes  Ss  grete ; 

roore^htn     ^  ^  hewQ  fo  Sarasyus  bof  e  bok  &  bil  1  here  herte  blod  mad  fey  swete. 

1000  of  them,  -^j'ij^  Ij^j^  swerdee  sherp  y-grounde  f  f  ai  kuld  hem  &  dude  hem  wo ; 
A  f ousant  fay  aslowe  wtt^inne  a  stounde  i  &  ^ut  y  wene  wel  mo. 
IF  Wel  faujt  f  anne  duk  Eolande  f  wyf  durendale  ys  swerd  adrawe  : 
He  hew  of  heuedes^  armee,  &  haundef  of  fe  Sarasyns  fat  were  on  mawe. 
I  And  so  hym  dude  fe  erld  Olyuer  1  alle  fat  he  mi^te  a-reche| 

A  kulde  hem  doun  affom  him  ther  i  &  was  hure  laste  leche.       2660 
&  euerech  of  al  f e  frensche  ferde  i  far  fay  here  him  so 

n«afs6.t«ck]  fat  euerech  haf  slawe  wyf  dent  of  swerde  i  an  .C.  w»tA-oute  mo, 
So  fat  f e  furste  schak  was  ouercome  i  of  hure  enymys. 

cj«rionjking  Ac  faTiue  com  frechs  a  ferly  gome  i  Clarioun  fe  kyng  of  Gryej,  2664 

Sithlslooo    ^^  f  ousant  in-to  f  e  feld  f  bro^te  he  of  Sarayn, 

sanuwiu.      -^^j  araid  wyf  sper  &  scheld  f  and  in  armure  god  &  fyn. 
Cosyn  was  he  to  Balaan  f  ys  soster  sone  a  was, 
In  paynye  was  fer  fan  no  man  f  fat  in  wraffe  ferst  sen  ys  fas.  2668 

£?hef  ^**  IT  Wan  duk  Eo[land]  y-saw  him  come  f  with  so  many  men  of  mijtes, 
To  is  felawes  a  <5ride  al  &  some  f  "  now  helpef ,  hende  knyjtes, 
Teche  we  now  wat  men  we  byf  f  &  gete  ous  vytailes  here, 
fat  we  mowe  ous  fede  far-wyf  i  &  fe  wymen  fat  buf  our  fere."  2672 
Wit^  fat  drow  he  ys  gode  swerd  1  and  to  Templer  gan  he  ryde, 

dMven  hi!     &  forj  fe  heued  he  him  gerd  i  wyf  a  strok  fat  tyde  : 

A-nofer  a  smot  fat  was  him  ne3  f  &  wel  him  gan  a-rede. 
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And  gnrd  him  fro  ))at  heued  an  hej  f  in-to  pe  gurdel-stede.         2676 

]>an  laid  he  on  wi)>  mi)t  and  mayn  i  in  eche  ayde  ahoute ; 

So  many  he  haue))  of  Sarsyns  slayn  f  fat  fe  opece  by-gunne  hem  doute  *™i  p"^^ 

&  floje  ])anne  out  of  is  way  f  wan  yaj  knewe  ys  mi3te ; 

So  do)>  fe  larke  on  someres  day  f  ]>e  sperhank  )>at  is  in  ilijte.     2680 

IF  ban  assciiede  duk  Eoland  i  sir  Berard  of  moundisdier :  Boiand  then 

"  Berard,"  said  he,  "  let  go  fyn  hand  f  &  tech  hem  fat  pon  art  her,     ^JKn^** 

And  by  my  trow})e  f ande  y  schel  f  to  don  al  my  power,  ***™' 

&  hoHBO  wil  nojt  now  do  wel  f  for-eake  he  }>ys  myster."  2684 

IT  ]>e  speche  pat  !Ro[land]  to  Berard  made  i  gerte  here  hertes  sprynge, 

)>ay  laide  on  pe  Sarsyns  strokes  sade  i  as  herde  as  poj  mi3t  tiynge. 

Faste  p&j  fo^te  Jeanne  euerechon  f  &  laide  hnre  fon  to  grounde, 

&  to  hewe  hem  bo])e  flechs  &  bon  f  &  ^aue  hem  depea  wounde.  2688 

So  many  of  hem  thar  had  for-heawed  f  Boland  &  is  route^ 

)>at  al  pe  f eldes  J^ojte  y-strawed  i  of  dodo  men  al  aboute. 

IT  ]>an  turde  hymen  pjs  baohelers  i  &  seje  comynge  there  The  Frtnoh 

xxiiij**  of  faire  somers  f  whidie  pat  heuy  here,  2692  fp^fj 

Wjp  vytaylles  bo))e  gode  &  fyne  f  icharged  alle  paj  wome ;  SnoiSi, 

Bof  e  wij)  bred  &  wi))  wyne  f  wij  flour  &  eke  wi))  come ; 

Wy})  grys,  &  gees,  &  capouns  i  wyj  vene3on  &  wyp  oyle, 

Wi])  motoun^  &  bef  &  bakouns  i  and  othre  gode  vytayle.  2696 

Kyng  heruer  of  Goran  f  pe  vitailes  hadde  y-sent 

To  pQ  he^e  Amyral  sir  Balan  f  ])yder  panne  to  present. 

Be  ne^entene  vitaillers  i  ))at  of  ))at  syde  were,  driven  b^ 

]>at  ])a7}ne  dryuen  ^ey  somers  i  to  pe  A[miral]  as  y  said  ere.        2700 

IT  Wanne  pe  firenschemen  y-s^e  hem  come  i  i^en  hem  hy  toke  pe  waye,  They  tuy  the 

mjuiX  And 

&  by-trappede  hem  ))anne  al  &  some  f  to  wyte  what  ladden  (aye. 

Ac  wanne  pe  barouns  it  i-knewe  i  what  ))ay  in  lode  hadde,         2703 

be  Sarsyns  banne  bay  alto-hewe  i  &  be  yytailes  with  hem  bay  ladde.  cany  off  the 

'  "         '  '"  rn  provliionB. 

IT  Wy]>  )>at  come  out  pe  Sara6yn[yjs  i  )>at  rathere  were  nojt  arraid ;       peaf  s6] 

XKX.  ]K)usant  of  stoute  paynymys  i  in  armis  wel  a-said.  Then  oome 

fey  wem  y-armed  in-to  fe  te))  1  &  araid  wel  for  pe  fijt.  swMeM. 

Wan  )>is  barouns  hyn^en  8ee)>  f  somdel  paj  wem  afri3t.  2708 

To  Duk  naymes  &  Scot  Gwylmer  *  J)an  Eopand]  gan  to  crye :  Roland  teue 

"  DryueJ>  toip  pe  vytailles  ther  i  Ijond]  to  dure  an  hye,i  J^^J*^  "»• 
'  to  Ipe  tour]  an  hye. 
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jwie^'wMid  And  J  me-self  and  Olyner  f  wy})  f ys  ofer  part 

prouct  them,  ^ollef  come  be-hynde  her  f  &  kepe  |>e  rereward.  2712 

now  spede  jow  fat  je  were  *  as  je  louea^  jour  honour, 
WyJ  hoTS  &  al  ])at  ilke  gere  f  wyj>-inne  Je  ponder  tour." 

Sfy^iT*"*  ^  ^®  f®  Sarsyns  fat  were  Janne  i  by-gunne  hem  to  relye 

punae  them.  ^  ^fjj^y  j^^^  £^1^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  <  ^  by-gunne  hem  to  ascrye ;        2716 

Ac  Ropand]  tok  his  companye  f  &  let  pe  Somers  pace, 
And  tome))  to  hem-ward  boldelye  i  to  mete  hem  in  fat  place. 
Nov  help  hem  pe  he^  kyng  of  heuene  f  J)at  art  of  mi^tes  most ! 
Ne  were  fer  |>o  bot  knijtes  nejene  f  to  fijte  ajen  |>at  host,  2720 

IF  pej  foUe  to-gadre  atte  laste  i  &  by-ga7me  a  newe  fi^t ; 
Je  barouns  layde  on  hem  vaste  f  wij>  swerd  faire  &  brijt , 
Of  alle  Je  route  was  Jar  non  f  Jat  Je  frensche  a-rajte  arijt, 
Jat  Jai  ne  clone  hym  flechs  &  bon  f  &  drynen  hem  donn  wttA  mijt : 
SThaJd™'^    In  a  playn  Jat  was  ful  fair  &  grene  i  Jat  lay  Jar  nej  Je  tour,      2725 
"**"***•        Je  frensche  men  to  muche  tene  f  was  mad  Jat  harde  schour. 
IT  Je  Sara3yns  Janne  atte  laste  f  wan  Jey  seje  Jat  cas, 
Glayues  scherpe  Jai  gunne  caste  f  &  dartes  y-fejered  wij  bras.    2728 
gjgj  ta       Duk*  Basyn,  a  dojjeper  of  fraunce  f  Jorj  Je  heued  i-gerd  Jer  was, 

Ss  ful  dou^  ded  Jar  by  chaunce  f  Jan  saide  Je  frensche  "  alas ! " 
to^vJ^"    If  Duk  Kopand]  &  erld  Olyner  i  Jan  Jay  bleynte  a  syde, 

&  so  he  dude  Je  gode  Ogeer  i  &  Gy  wolde  no^t  abide,  2732 

For  drede  of  the  lancynge  Jat  com  ther  f  of  speres  Jat  f ulle  ounrydo 
Jorj  Jat  so  war-of  J*  frensche  wer  f  dyscomfyted  ne^  Jat  tyde. 
f  Jan  cam  Clarioun  Je  stume  kyng  f  &  loude  hem  gan  ascrye :  2735 
"  FalleJ  on  hem  Jai  bu J  fleoyng  f  we  schullej  hem  haue  an  hye." 
ony  chai-      Gvouw  turde  til  him  hys  stede  f  and  sayde  Jo,  **  Jow  schalt  lye. 
Clarion.        ^jg^  y  schal  Js  make  blede  f  her  rijt  ich  Je  difPye." 
Hi8  hone  Is   IT  Je  whylc  Jat  Gyoun  drow  ys  brond  f  &  Jat  word  had  spoke  oneje, 
bar  com  a  dart  to  hym  fleand  f  &  herte  his  hors  to  deje.  2740 

Je  gode  knyjt  Janne  him  ful  a-non  f  and  eke  ys  stede  of  prys ; 
&  wel  sone  Jer  fuUe  him  vppon  f  an  hundred  of  Sarsyns, 
he  it  taken     Jan  was  Jar  Jat  strongs  baroun  i  among  is  fon  y-take. 

prisoner. 

Je  Sarasyns  dude  his  helm  a-doun  i  &  maked  is  hed  al  nake,      2744 
His  handes  Janne  Jay  toke  rijt  f  &  layden  him  be-hynde. 
He  is  bound,  And  ase  faste  as  tweyne  mi3t  f  wiJ  a  corde  Jay  dude  him  bynde, 
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And  su^^e  }e  schrewes  toke  a  clout  f  to  don  him  more  tone,  [iMfM^bk] 

&  bynde^  ys  ^ene  Jwur-wif  about  i  for  lie  ne  schold  nojt  aene.    2748  g[J^"*" 
IT  ]Mmne  made  sir  Gy.  a  dulf ul  mon  i  &  sayde,  "  welaway, 
A,  Ihesa  lord,  wat  schal  y  don  i  y  am  i-lpst  J)w  day  I 
Alas  f  CharQes]  vncle  myn  f  &  kyng  i-crouned  free, 
Now  y  knowe  wel-a-fifyn  i  fy  message  schende})  me."  2752 

Clarioun  saide  to  (e  kni^t  i  ''  ))ow  syngest  an  ydel  songe, 
)>i8  day  sqhalton  ben  yuele  y-dy^t  f  &  to  morwe  heje  an  bonge." 
^  Wan  Je  ojrre  barons  it  wyste  i  fat  Gy  was  so  y-take, 
Wat  fay  mijte  do  J)ay  nyste  i  bot  gret  sorwe  })ay  gun  make.       2756  Th«  knighu 
Alle  ]>e  Titaylles  )>ay  hauede  nome  f  ^n  fai  lete  hem  gon, 
&  gadrede  hem  to-gadre  alle  &  some  1  to  help  ech  o))er  anon.  ut  the  o<m- 

Ac  arst  erld  Olyuer  him^  bi-fo^te  f  wan  he  hem  leue  schel,  Si'nwi''*' 

Of  a  somer  ])an  he  cau^te  f  of  wyn  a  f ul  barel,  2760  » i»rrei  of 

&  of*  bred  loues  three  i  y-mad  of  flour  of  whete ;  *  ^^•^ 

&  Capouns  y-bake  al-so  tok  he  f  foure  in  bilke  hete,  ft«r  capons, 

&  iy.  pecokkes  y-bake  on  past  i  &  a  syde  of  veny^oun ;  SjJSno 

&  j^ese  yytailles  ther  ha])  he  cast  i  in-to  fe  dych  adoun,  2764  T^lu  oie 

&  to  his  felaschipe  him  is  adrawe  f  wi]>  hymen  for  ta-byde, 
Hwich  ^  Sarajyns  fat  were  ounmawe  i  angryde  in  euery  syde.  The  samcene 

I>e  frensche  men  fai  hadde  y-dryue  ;  wel  nej  f e  tour  fat  stou/wie,       *»**» 
8o  hard  batail  ]>ai  hadde  hem  jyue  i  with  wepnes  scherp  y-grou72de. 
^  Ac  wan  ^y ne3ede  so  ne^  hure  strengj^e  i  hurehertes  spronge  vp  ageyn,  but  thej 
jMiy  diyuen  hem  ajen  an  aker  lengpe  i  }e  San^yns  in  ]>e  pleyn ; 
&  in  ))e  reculynge  ])at  ])ay  made  i  an  hundred  of  hem  wer  sleyn, 
Wyp  stume  strokes  fe  frensche  hade  i  3yuen  him  in-to  f e  breyn.  2772 
)»e  Sarsyns  fan  lefbe  fat  discoumflt  f  &  to  f e  tour  fay  buf  ago. 
Olyuer.  f  •  vitails  no^t  for-jyt  f  bot  after  wente  f  o. 

To  fe  tour  fai  come  to-gadre  an  haste  f  &  spedilich  in  fey  wente,       Thjj  «^«« 
&  After  hymen  made  fe  gate  faste  i  &  f •  dra^brig  vp  fay  bente.  2776  ^j^^^w  up 
Sory  men  fay  ali^ten  alle  f  of  hure  stedes  fan  adoun,  ****  **"****■ 

For  fe  meschef  fat  was  by-falle  i  on  Basyn  and  Gyoim. 
^  Of  fe  paleys  fan  com  adoun  anon  i  Flo[rippe]  fat  burde  bri3t,        JJ^^SH 
&  to  Eolond  sche  ys  agon  i  &  askede  of  him  ful  rijt :   ,  2780  •^8»'««J» 

**  War  is  he,  myn  owene  spouse  f  Gyoun,  f  e  gode  knijt  t 
«  hiiw  [wel],  •  of  fbulted]. 
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an«l  when  the 


[teafST] 
hear*  of  mi 
capture, 
fliinU,  and 


threatena, 
ifGuvUuot 
within  2  di  71 
rescued,  to 
give  up  tlie 


2792 


2796 


Roland 
promises  to 
BQuy. 


Oliver  pro- 
duoefl  tiie 
provisiona  ha 
Dad  taken. 


Npw  y  sen  hym  no^t  in  f is  house  f  a-gon  ys  al  myn  hijt" 
II  "  Damesele,"  said  he  wiJ)-oute  faile  f  "  to  sayn  soj)  of  fy  make, 
Hit  ne  may  beo  no  consail  f  )>e  Sari^3ms  him  habbe])  itake,        2784 
&  Duk  Basyn  we  han  y-lore  f  among  ]>e  Sarsyn^  blake. 
&  jot  for  Gy  me  grenej)  more  f  certt^  for  ])y  sake." 
If  Wan  Flo[rippe]  of  ys  takyng  herde  f  for  sorwe  sche  saide,  "  alas ! " 
Sche  wrong  hur  haundes  &  foule  ferde  i  &  sowened  in  pat  plas :  2788 
And  wan  sche  out  of  sowenyng  ros  i  loude  sche  gan  to  crie  : 
"  Alas  f  ys  Gjonn  wif  is  fos  i  alas  I  for  sorwe  y  dye. 
Certis  hot  y  haue  Gy  a^en  i  wi)>-inne  pis  dawes  twye, 
])is  ilke  tour  schal  i^elde  ben  f  )^  ])ridde  day  be  Marye. 
Alas  f  heo  saide,  &  welawo  f  to  longe  y  lyue  in  londe, 
]!^ow  is  he .  fram  me  ago  i  pat  scholdbe  myn  hosbonde. 
Alas !  loue,  wo  dost  J)ou  me  f  Jk)v  sturest  al  my  blod. 
Alas  1  Gyoun  f  e  loue  of  pe  f  wil  do  me  waxe  wod." 
Wip  pat  ful  sche  |>at  burde  brijt  i  in  sowenyng  doun  ajeyn, 
And  wanne  pat  maide  speke  myjt  f  wep3rnge  sche  gan  to  sayn  : 
"  Now  ic  certis  nej  for-^ete  f  pe  Angwys  J)at  i  hadde 
thre  dawes  for  defaute  of  mete  f  so  sorwe  me  hauej  be-stade.''^  2800 
IF  |)an  had  Eo[land]  pe  noble  kni3t  f  gret  pite  of  ^at  mayde, 
And  confortede  hure  wi)>  al  is  my3t  f  &  tok  hur  op^&  sayde : 
"  Kow  damesele,  by  god  almi3t  f  so  fow  be  wel  arpaide, 
);ow  schalt  him  haue  to-morwe  or  ni^t  f  pat  pe  cok  hym  graide."  2804 
If  To  Eo[land]  ])an  sche  gan  abowe  f  almost  doun  til  his  fete, 
&  ))ankede  him  wel  faire  i  trowe  f  of  is  confoit  swete. 
J)anne  him  saide  erld  Olyuer  i  "  we  buj  in  yule  aray, 
pat  we  ete  any  mete  her  f  pla  ys  J>e  fridde  day ; 
&  pua  damesels  f or-weme])  al  i  pat  me  grenep  werst : 
&  we  ous  self  bu^  feynt  &  pal  1  for  huugre  &  for  )>erst. 
Al  30ur  momyng  lete|>  now  ben  i  &  mur3here  let  ous  makoi 
of  ))ys  yytailles  ^at  je  sen  i  whyche  y  haue  y-take. 
Her-of  mowe  we  take  our  fille  i  J)a  wile  J?ai  wollej)  leste, 
&  mo  l^er-after  gete  we  schuUe  f  &  take  we  her-of  pe  beete.*' 
pe  othere  him  ]>ankede  ))anne  anon  f  for  he  was  so  hende, 
And  toke  pe  damesels  wi))  hem  ecchon  i  &  in-to  pe  paleys  gunne  |>ay 
wende.  2816 


2808 


2812 
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To  fe  mete  ^y  set  hem  ]>ere  f  &  ete  &  dronke  hare  fille. 
Now  tome  we  a^en  }sa  we  were  f  &  of  Gy  y  wil  jom  telle. 

PE  Sarasyns  lede))  forf  Gyoun  i  harde  &  faste  y-bormde,  The  sarweM 

To  }>e  Amyralis  paayllounf  }ei  come  wij>-iime  a  stounde ;  2820  {Jn^^'" 
&  by-Tore  Balan,  ))e  Ameial  f  ^ay  hym  brojte  an  haste, 
And  Gyonn  ^anne  was  teynt  &  paal  f  so  longe  he  hadde  ynaste. 
Ac  of  body  was  he  a  seemly  knijt  f  of  fair  schap  Ss  of  free ; 
nas  ^r  nowar  yfounde  in  syjt  f  a  fairer  man  ])an  hee.  2824 

fe  Amerel  het  hym  sone  ]>ere  f  to  tel  him  al  ^at  cas,  u^u*^' 

Of  wat  kyn  come  he  were  f  &  wat  ys  name  was.  ^^  *"^ 

^  And  Gy  Answerede  wi^ute  ensoyngne  f  as  he  him  stod  afiTom.       ri«af  s7,  bk] 
"  Ma  calj>  me  Gyoun  of  Borgoygne  i  in  J>*  contre  fat  y  was  bom.        wm« 
fe  kyng  of  fraunce  Charlemayn  f  he  ys  myn  vncle  njt,  2829 

Coeyn  al-so  y  am  Germa3m  f  to  Boland,  ^e  gode  knijt." 
H  )>an  ^  Amyrel  saide  an  haste  f  "  y  knowe  f  e  wel  ynow :  b^m 

Hit  is  twelmonth  and  more  apaste  f  to  Ma[houn]  y  make  avow !  2832  ^^^ 
^t  my  do3tre  hare  loae  to  ]>e  caste  i  &  euere  su))|)e  haaep  y-dow. 
Hare  loae  ys  mored  on  pe  f  ul  vaste  i  &  ])at  me  seme])  now, 
By-caase  of  J)e  now  haue  y  lore  i  myn  men  of  he^e  kynne.  "  inV"** 

&  pe  jond  toar  me  ys  wers  })er-fore  f  &  al  my  tresoar  wM-ynne :        trouble. 
By  be  haae  v  bat  deshonoar  i  tel  me  ber-for  anon,^  2837  «»a  enquires 

"    '  *    '  '  Die  names  of 

Wat  men  buj)  fat  baf  on  my  toar  f  &  hare  names  eaerechon."  the  ©there. 

^  "  Sire,"  qaaj)  Gyoan,  "  by  myn  hand  f  Jmt  schel  y  •  J?e  telle  fa  we :  g^**"" 

Ther  ys  ferst  Duk  Roland  *  &  Olyaer  his  felawe,  2840 

And  ther  ys  Berard  of  monntdisdier  f  &  Eichard  of  normandye, 

And  Dak  Naymys,  &  erld  Ogier  f  &  Alorys  pe  erld  of  Brye, 

&  GreflBray  fe  lord  of  langeayn  f  &  eke  pe  erld  Aabry ; 

Ther  ys  al-so  the  Scot  Gwylmyn  f  &  of  Ardan  pe  duk  Tery,       2844 

Basyn  was  ]>e  elleaef)>e  f  p&t  ^e  han  slawe  there, 

&  y  me  self  was  pe  twelve  i  y-take  amonges  jow  here : 

Ac  tat  or  come  ott  longe  f  &  Charlis  may  ride  &  gon,  and  threAtens 

him  with 

Abigge  fow  schalt  pis  wronge  i  fat  fov  oas  hast  y-don."  2848  ▼«»«»noe. 

^  Wyf  fat  a  Sarsyn  cam  forf  sterte  f  fat  soajte  is  owene  def ,  a 

&  wif  ys  faste  harde  a  gerte  1  Gyoan  agayn  f e  tef ,  ^  ^ 

fat  endelonges  is  berde  rijt  i  fan^  ran  adoan  fat  blod ; 

•  tel  Iw-for  [bUq  anon.  •  [>at  rede  blode.] 


iTee  him  a 
low 
on  the  mouth. 
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And  fan  him  wax  pat  man  of  mijt  f  for  WTa))fe  wel  nej  wod,    2852 
far-fore  to  ben  alto-he  we  i  to  wreke  him  wolde  he  fonde ; 

ouj  duhM    By  J>e  nekke  hent  he  fan  shrewe  f  &  heuid  vp  ys  honde, 
&  f  ar-wi]^  an  f  e  heued  him  duste  f  &  harde  gan  hit  layn, 

SSfch  M?2£*  ^^*  ^  aboute  is  grete  vuste  f  fan  wend  out  al  fat  brayn.  2856 

Bj^OTden  f  f  e  Ameral  f  anne  gan  loude  crye  5  wan  he  809  him  falle : 

*»"»^  ^     "  Byndef  fan  f ef,"  gan  he  seye  i  "  fat  schamef  f us  ous  alle." 
f e  Sarsyns  f anne  on  him  fulle  i  alle  wif  herte  grete, 
&  shrewed-liche  f  ai  dede  hym  kulle  f  bof e  with  honde  &  fete ;  2860 
His  cote  armure  fay  alto-drowe  f  fat  he  had  him  oppon, 
&  dude  him  sorwe  &  schame  ynow  i  per  ne  spared  him  neuer  on. 
IT  f  e  A[meral]  f  arzne  gan  crie  an  haste  f  '^  y  hote  je  sle  him  no^t, 

wiihlSt  h2ve  ^*®  byndef  hym  herde  &  faste  f  til  y  haue  my  consayl  so^t."  2864 

himkiued.    p^  Sar3ynj  after  his  heste  dide  i  ^Sir  Gwyi  so  harde  bynde 
fat  f e  blod  barst  out  far  mide  f  at  euery  nayles  ynde. 

ajtanodb »  IT  To  hym  fan  clepede  sir  Balan  f  f e  Ameral  of  nubbee, 

Kyng  Bruyllant  and  kyng  Sortybran  f  ys  couwseilers  pryuee,     2868 

&  of  re  ynowe  he  dude  al-so  f  fat  come  to  him  wel  sone 

By  f  e  prysoun  he  askede  f  0  f  wat  was  best  to  done.* 

IT  *'  Sire,"  sayde  kyng  Sortybran  i  "  hast  f  ou  gode  chere 

fy  faire  tour  to  gete  ajan  i  wyf-oute  any  where,  2872 

And  f e  firensche  distruye  fat  buf  f e9*-aan  f  and  fees  fat  is  here  1 " 

**  By  Mahoun,  jea,"  quaf  balaan  i  "  fer-of  wold  y  here." 

Sortybran     IF  •"  fou  schalt  hauc  consail  god  "  f  saide  f e  Sarsyn  fo ; 

to  take  80,000  «  Tak  XX**  f  ousaud  men  of  mod  f  ate  leste  way  or  mo,  2876 

fat  ben  do^ty  on  hure  dedes  i  &  y-di^t  in  god  armure ; 
&  loke  fay  haue  faire  stedes  f  fat  ben  gode  &  sure, 

and  place      f auno  do  fat  f aye  in-buched  beo  f  to-nijt  how  so  be-tyde, 

tliem  in 

•mbuah  In  fe  wode  fat  f ow  mijt  see  f  ^ond  her  fast  be-syde :  2880 

»**«***•  &  fan  scholtou  don  f e  forchys  there  i  by-fore  f e  castel  rijt, 

So  fat  fay  wyf-ynne  there  i  y^en  hem  vp  y-py^t, 

Then  In  the  fan  wollaf  fay  wel  vnderstonde  f  why  fat  fay  buf  di^t 

flSS?f"5ii"  -^^  to-morwe  let  fes  be  far  an  honge  i  by-for  hure  aire  sijt.      2884 

Sl^iiiih  Y  wot  fill  wel  fay  buf  so  prout  f  &  of  hure  dedes  ounmawe, 

faj^to  reaoue  j^^^  ^^^  willef  f  anne  come  out  f  to  rescuwy  hure  felawe. 

' — '  [f  ^  S^®  kni^t.]  '  [of  hymeD]  wat  was  to  done. 
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IT  ]»aii  Bchxilla))  our  men  of  hem  be-war  f  &  breken  out  of  pQ  bossche, 

&  J)ov  wyp  Jyne,  &  be-trappe  bem  J)ar  i  &  take  hem  at  one  russche.  MJjy  "Ui  b« 

&  J)U8  schalt  })ov  wreke  f e  of  J)y  fon  i  &  gete  fy  tour  a3eyn.''     2889  "nbuah. 

"  ])us  conseil  is  god  &  schal  by  don  "  f  )>e  Amerel  ])an  gan  seyn. 

IT  Wei  Bone  dude  J>e  Amyrel  f  after  ys  counseil  n^t :  B»ian  follows 

XX  Jrousand  Sarsyns  araide  he  wel  i  &  to  ))at  wode  he  haue)>  him  di3i 

Hure  ledere  dude  he  |>anne  make  i  Cornyfer  an  hejene  kyng ;    2893 

&  fay  hit  habbef  vnder-take^  f  to  parfomye  wel  fat  fyng. 

ERly  on  f e  morwetyde  *  after  fat  fay  were  there,  in  th« 

fe  Amyral  wolde  no  leng  abyde  f  hot  f e  Galwys  let  arere ;       2eeSd*1^  *" 
By-fore  fe  tour  y-set  fay  were  i  a  litel  by-syde  a  cost,      2897  JSlue?'**** 
lHo^i  fer  fro  fen  buchyment  fere  f  &  ne^  to  ys  owew  host 
And  f  anne  ordeynde  he  for  drede  f  an  hundred  of  Sarsyns  stronge, 
fat  scholde  Gyoun  f yder  lede  f  sickerliche,^  &  hym  an  honge.    2900 
fay  hundred  Sarsynt  after  his  heste  i  harde  ban  him  bounde,  Guy  is  w 

•»•'•'''  bound 

And  fanne  aboute  ys  nekke  fay  caste  f  a  rop  ful  harde  y-wounde.       [iMr»,baek] 
^  And  wan  fat  apcrceuede  f  e  gode  kni3t  i  fat  a  scholde  ben  an  honge,  "jjjjd  w» 
jeme  prayhede  he  to  god  Almi^t  f  scholde  ys  soule  auonge.         2904 
f ys  schrewede  Sarsyns  fat  wem  ounwraste  i  fan  ladde  forf  Gyoun, 
To  fe  Galwis-ward  wel  faste  *  fay  enchacede  fan  baroiin ; 
&  wyf  stume  staues  fay  him  bute  f  as  fay  fo  dryuen  him  forf.  The  sanoena 

yit  after  euerech  of  hure  strokes  grute  *  ys  body  al  swart  y-worf .        ^on«  with 
Ac  wan  Gy  y-saw  f e  galwe  tree  f  fan  gan  he  wepe  stronge :        2909 
**  Alas  i "  saide  he,  "  fat  y  schold  see  i  fat  day  to  ben  an  honge. 
Alas  !  myne  felawes  war  buf  300  i  wy  tarief  30  so  longe  1 
Certis  bot  if  30  helpe  me  i  y  her  daye  now  wyf  wronge."  2912 

IT  Duk  Eo[land]  fat  ys  cosyn  was  i  at  a  wyndowe  out  gan  lye,  RoUmd  mm 

Sone  saw  he  be-fore  ys  fas  i  f  e  Galwys  arered  an  bye. 
And  many  Sarsyns  stonde  aboute  f  araid  on  hure  gere ; 
Wel  y-armed  was  al  fe  route  f  fan  wondrede  he  wat  hit  were.   2916 
Sone  clipede  he  erld  Olyuer  f  &  ys  of  re  felawes  wy3te ;  ud  mUs  h\% 

And  prayed  hem  alle  come  neer  i  to  seen  a'  selcouf  si3te. 
And  fanne  of  hymen  he  gan  enquer  f  wat  fat  amounty  my3te. 
And  wham  fay  f 03te  an  honge  ther  f  on  fe  galwys  fat  fer  were  di3te. 
IT  fanne  answerede  duk  Naymoun  i  &  saide  on  his  entent :         2921  ggny^ 
'  |£S.  ynder-takake.  '  MS.  sirkerliohe.  '  a  [wonder]. 
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whom  the      "  J)ay  woUeJ  an  honge  far  Gjoun  i  sone  })ay  han  y-ment. 

prepared.      Yg  clojjyiige  |>ai  han  alle  of  i-don  i  &  al  naked  fax  a  stent, 

Bote  we  him  J>e  rathere  helpe  mown  i  thar  he  worth  y-schent."  2924 
IT  Wan  Duk  Eopand]  ])at  sojie  y-knew  f  psmne  sturede  al  ys  blod, 
ys  colour  changed  &  ys  hew  i  for  angre  wax  he  ne^  wod. 

RoiiSdto***'  Affom  him  sone  com  knely  fat  may  f  rio[rippe]  |>at  was  so  god, 

JJJJ?^  ^      Hym  to  helpe  sche  gan  him  pray  f  for  his  loue  pat  daiede  on  rod  : 

"  &  hameyschea))  )ow  wtt^-oute  lette  f  hastelich  fat  30  be  di3t^  2929 

And  we  wymmen  willef  30W  fette  i  30111  stedes  araid  ari3t." 

«  Bop  panne,  damesele,  as  30  sede  i "  qua])  Eo[land]  pat  was  so  wy3t, 

Roland  caiu  "  &  we  nullej)  Spare  for  no  drede  f  to  help  him  wtt/i  al  our  mi3t." 

paiiiont  to     ^  «  Asarmes ! "  |>anne  cride  Rolond  i  "  asarmes,  euerechon  I       2933 
Gowe  army  ous  wy})  ay])er  hond  f  ))at  we  wer  J)ar  anon." 

Hartiiy  they  Hasteliche  bu})  |>ay  wel  y-di3t  f  in  gode  &  syker  wede,^    » lyker  [annnre] 
hwych  was  clone  &  fayr  of  si3t  f  and  fyn  ynow  at  nede.  2936 

To  ech  of  hem  tok  )>at  swete  wi3t  f  sunderly  panne  ys  stede, 
And  wan  Bo[land]  was  on  his  aly3t  f  to  is  felawes  panne  a  sede : 
p««J»]     IT  "  Lordes  vnderstondep  30W  f  of  wat  y  am  be-tho3t ; 

wHo  few***^  We  ne  bup  [but]  ten  her  now  f  &  mo  ne  beo  we  no3t.  2940 

And  of  pus  Sarasyns  per  nys  no  numbre  i  pat  ous  hauep  by-set, 
&  hy  ous  wollep  foule  encombie  f  bote  we  ous  here  pe  bet. 
per-for  dop  by  counsayle  f  y  pray  30W  in  godes  name, 

to  keep        pat  non  of  ous  to  oper  faile  5  bot  hold  ous  to-gadre  y-same ;        2944 
&  pat  ech  of  ous  on  his  helue  i  do  al  pat  a  may, 
To  helpe  ys  felawe  euene  hiTn-selue  i  among  our  fon  to  day, 
&  anpeyny  we  ous  our  felawe  to  fette  i  pat  ys  among  ys  fos. 
&  slee  we  hymen  pat  willep  ous  lette  !  to  don  par  our  pt/rpos,    2948 
For  to  ben  par  alto  hewe  i  our  non  him  fancy  no3t 
And  egreliche  y  schal  hem  schewe  i  somdel  of  my  p03t 
And  eucre  drawep  to-ward  me  f  wanne  jow  nedep  meste. 
And  y  wille  30ur  warant  be  f  pe  whyle  my  swerd  wil  leste.         2952 
And  whar  any  of  30W  be  in  stour  f  haue  30  par-of  no  doute, 
Y  schal  30W  come  to  socour  f  maugre  al  pe  route, 
And  dop  30  al-so  euery  man  f  helpep  other  att  nede.*' 

Ftoripas       So  pey  wolde  f  pai  sayden  pan  *  "  crist  of  heuene  ous  spede ! "    2956 

SSirt,       ^  «  Lordlynges,"  saide  Floripe  po  f  "  30  dwellep  her  wel  longe ; 
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Bote  )e  fe  latheie  ben  a-go  f  my  lemman  worth  an  honge." 
In-to  hoie  chambre  ache  renne)>  &ste  f  &  fat  shryn  sche  bro^te  adoun, 
And  openede  hit  bi-for  hem  an  haste  f  &  tok  out  fat  comly  croun      •»<!  bringi 
fat  was  on  cristes  heued  y-set  f  on  his  passyoun ;  2961  xiTSJ^**' 

&  pay  hit  cuasede  wijM)ute  let  1  wij)  god  deuocioun.  SJllf*  ^^ 

And  anffe  ^ay  blessede  per  wiVi  hure  facef  &  set  hit  hure  helmes  oppon. 
And  )>an  )>ay  hopede  by  godes  grace  f  ))e  sykerloker  ]>ay  mi^te  gon. 
Jw  ^eates  wem  y-oppened  wyde  i  J>e  dw^tbrigge  })ay  lete  falle,    2965  and  th«r 
Euerech  )>a7me  by  oj^iys  syde  i  wente/i^  out  fair  witA-alle. 
Floripe,  fat  maide  brijt  &  schene  f  fe  jeate  J)an  made  faste,  luJuthe*** 

&  fe  dra3t-brigge  drow  op  a^ene  i  wan  fay  were  apaste.  2968  SIJS.*'**' 

IT  fas  Frenschemen  of  douce  fraunce  i  euene  fay  toke  hure  pas, 
fe  Sara^yns  f o  to  yuele  chaunce  i  par  pai  pQ  f ourchys  was. 
By  fat  was  Gyoun  vp  a^toje  f  oppoun  pe  laddre  an  he3,  Ony  i»  on  the 

&  fe  rop  y-knyt  fe  tree  aboje  f  &  he  y-pult  out  wel  nej.  2972  »^«*. 

ac  Eo[land]  wit^  fat  cam  f yder  renne  f  sodeynliche  on  is  stede,         but  Roiud 
And  criede*  to  fe  Sarsyn^  fenne  i  "ajeld  jow,  30  buf  dede  ! " 
Wanne  pe  Sarsyns  y-sawe  him  come  1  ful  sore  fay  were  affrijt, 
fe  hardieste  pat  were  of  al  pe  trome  i  polte  hem  to  fe  flijt.         2976  gntathe 
And  fan  was  Gyoun  far  y-laft  f  in  the  ladre  him-self  al-one,  ffflw.btck] 

Al  ys  dofes  were  him  by-raft  i  with  Sarsyns  fat  buf  a-gone. 
IT  fe  Sarasyns  f anne  wit^  yule  grace  f  wel  faste  fey  flo^e  away,  SSfoJthJ^l 

And  our  barouns  hem  gun  chace  i  as  harde  as  fay  may.  2980  "*™*^ 

So  harde  hy  hem  f anne  qua^te  f  fleoyng  toward  hure  host, 
fat  f e  moste  part  of  hem  hy  ca^te  1  &  sone  abatede  hure  host. 
Somme  of  hem  fanne  fay  gerte  f  for;  f e  heued  in-to  f e  tonge, 
And  summe  of  hymen  fay  wer  herte  t  forw  lyure  &  f orj  longe.  2984 
AUe  fat  f 0  mijte  ben  of-take  f  wyf-oute  tales  mo, 
Wel  sone  hur  bred  was  y-bake  i  hure  lif-dawes  wem  ago. 
Al  fat  company  was  so  by-fraped  f  among  fes  frenschemen, 
fat  among  hem  alle  far  ne  ascaped  f  ounefe  bote  ten.  2988  jl^g^^Jf,^^,"; 

IT  fanne  fe  Sarajynj  at  arst  brek  out  f  fat  were  on  f e  enbuchyment ;  JSbush?  "*' 
Kyng  Comyfer  &  al  ys  rout  f  a^en  hem  fanne  fay  went. 
Comyfer  hem  gan  ascrye  f  '*  cowardes,  what  hav  30  ment  1 
For  jour  outrage  &  jour  maystrye  f  je  schulle  beo  now  y-schent.  2992 
>  [|>ay]  went  f  MS.  And  [asoriede]. 
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AUe  ^e  8cliulle]>  beo  an  honged  hye  i  wip  him  )at  jimder  stents 
&  hasteliche  ^e  schul  dye  i  e^eldep  jow,  je  bu])  hent ! " 

BoUnd        IF  Wan  duk  Ko[land]  yhurde  hym  speke  J  for  angre  a  wax  n^  wod, 
By-fore  ys  felawes  he  gan  out-breke  i  &  modyly  til  him  rod,       2996 

Bmttes  at      And  wit^  durendal  ys  gode  swerd  i  a  strok  til  him  a  sente. 

nimt  but  the  *      ^ 

Jflf hUhdiSS!  ^^  Comyf er  is  hehn  was  herd  i  &  mad  pe  strok  to  glente ; 
fan  Comyfer  to  Eoland  weid  i  a  stume  strok  gan  slente  : 

curnyfer       Ac  Eo[land]  kepede  hym  fram  ys  herd  i  &  vrith  his  scheld  him  hente ; 

SSetdf  but     ^*'  J'®^  ^  scheld  J)e  strok  him  sprong  f  and  |>e  schild  to-chon,    3001 

w^dhim.  ftc  ys  habryioun  was  ful  strong  1  it  ne  mi3te  no  ferrer  gon. 
God  )>an  panke);  duk  Eoland  i  )>at  harm  hauede  he  non« 
Wtt/t  pat  heuede  he  an  he^  ys  brand  f  &  sone  a  jaf  hym  on ;      3004 
Oppon  is  heued  yvith  egre  mod  i  a  strok  til  him  h^  ledde, 

Rdand         ^^Jid  po^  is  helm  were  fyn  &  god  i  forw-out  is  heuid  it  fledde. 

c..njyrer'B      j^^  j^^.  ^^  gmert  &  for))  him  glod  i  &  endelong  is  chyne  hym  spedde : 
At  ys  breggurdle  ]>at  swerd  arstod  f  he  fnl  adoun  &  bledde.        3008 

■dzM  hu       ys  stede  he  sayse^  sone  pBB  [  &  forJ>-wyp  him  awente, 

and  Rivet  It    &  til  he  Cam  )>ar  galwys  was  f  neuere  he  ne  astente. 

to  Guy. 

Gy  of  Borgoyngne  pai  afond  f  y-blyndfalled^  and  by-bonnde^ 
Hondes  &  e^ene  he  him  owibond  i  fanne  witA-inne  a  stounde.   3012 

Gay  pnto  on   His  clo])is  leycn  per  f aste  by  i  pat  Sarsyns  him  hadde  by-nome : 
Deaf  40]     he  shridde  him  per-with^  pan  hastely  f  &  clo]>ed  him  al  &  some' 
Eo[land]  (an  tok  him  wtt^ute  lak  i  pe  stede  he  h&neip  y-wonne, 

andmonnta.  And  Gyoun  sterte  oppon  ys  bak  i  &  faire  ]>ankedem  panne  i       3016 
f  "  Cosyn,"  saide  duk  Koland  i  "  hold  pe  by  my  syde, 
Til  Jk)w  haue  armys  at  hand  i  to  defendy  pe  wij)  pryde," 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  as  je  me  berej)  f  y  wol  do  loude  &  stille." 
^e  Sara3yn8  sone  pat  cry  aierep  i  in  tal  pat  host  ful  schille,        3020 
And  panne  pay  prykede^  among  our  men  i  as  pa,j  were  wode ; 
Ac  hymen^  duste  doun  on  pe  fon  f  wi)>  swerdes  &  axes  gode. 

A  fierce        panne  comencede  pat  harde  fi^t  i  scharper  mi^te  non  bene ;         3023 
Many  was  pe  helm  &  brynye  brijt  i  pat  par  was  done  wtt^  tene ; 
&  many  a  scheld  was  par  y-cleued  i  &  many  a  man  was  to-hewe« 

'  [And  duden  oppon  him.] 

*  Ov0r  this  ii  mritten,  k  Bo[land]  to  hym  ys  come  &  tok  hin  pot  stede. 

*  Ma  prykedede.  *  MS.  hy  hymen. 
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of  legges  Ss  armes  honde  &  heued  f  sone  |)an  lay  fal  ]>e  rewe. 

Eopand]  hente  kyng  Saladyn  i  &  duden  a  dede  bolde,  3027  RoUnd 

for  his  armare  was  riche  &  fyn  f  on  is  lift  arm  lie  him  gan  volde,        saiwun, 

&  plyjte  him  of  is  sadel  wttA  mayn '.  &  let  go  way  J^at  hois  : 

&  wi])  is  n}t  hond  a-hrak  is  necke  a-twayn  f  &  to  Gy  tok  he  ])at  cois  :  bnakt  his 

"  Dispoille  |>is  body,"  fan  gan  he  saye  i  "  &  arme  fe  on  ys  wede,        J?  taS  hu  "^ 

&  ]>anne  hast  fou  armes  gode  &  gaye  f  to  helpe  )>e  on  ))i9  nede,  3032  ' 

And  y  wil  kepe  })e  if  y  maye  f  Je  whyle  Jov  dost  })y  dede." 

fan  was  he  sone  in  his  araye  f  &  ajen  oppon  ys  stede. 

IT  Wafme  Gy  was  armed  &  wel  an  horce  f  })an  sprong  vp  is  herte ; 

"  Leggep  on,  Lordes,"  said  he,  "  wy})  force  f  &  amjtef  strokes  smerte ;  ouy  i 

And  techef  hem  a  lessoun  of  our  lay  f  for  fai  hup  nej  be-vapid,  3037 

And  y  schal  tech  hem  wel  pia  day  f  pat  ych  am  askapid."  ^^SJi^Snli 

Wan  fay  herde  what  he  spak  f  grete  strokes  to  hymme  fay  raujte,     •  *®^°- 

V^ith  strengfe  fay  recnlede  fat  host  a-bak  f  more  fan  a  bo3e-dra3te. 

So  many  of  hem  fay  han  for-hewed  f  as  fay  reculede  ajeyn,       3041 

fat  al  fe  feld  semed  y-strewed  f  of  Sa^yns  fat  fo  were  sleyn. 

Ac  fe  wyle  fat  f ys  was  don  f  ofere  araid  hem  vaste, 

XX**  bousand  of  hure  fon  5  to  fiate  wit/t  hem  an  haste.  3044  Jo.ooo  more 

'  ^/  oome  on. 

IT  Now  buf  f US  furste  discoumfyt  f  fe  frenschemen  dof  abyde. 
Duk  Naymes  fan  behuld  a  syt^  f  &  saw  war  fay  come  ryde,  SSThu 

Al  frechs  out  of  hure  pauylowis  f  to  hymen-ward  wif  pride.  companioiw 

fan  spak  Naymes  to  pus  barouTis  f  &  saide  til  hem  fat  tyde  :      3048 
"  Lorlynge*,  drawe  toure  strengf  e  bet  i  &  lete  we  al  thys  ben, 
Oufer  wttfe  pus  Sarsyns  we  worf  y-let  f  fat  ^e  her  come  y-sen. 
Were  we  a  litel  ner  f  e  tour  i  f  awne  nere  we  in  none  doute,  £*JftiJ5»'**'^^ 

far  mijte  we  take  god  socour  f  &  fe  Sarsyns  holde  wtt^ute."  3052  tJeSSue, 
IT  fan  spak  Bo[land]  f e  werreour  f  wordes  fat  dude  auaile  : 
"  What  scholde  we  now  don  on  be  tour  i  wit^ute  sum  vytayle  1       bnt  Roland. 
We  ne  lafte  to  day  far  wanne  we  wende  i  nejper  wyn  ne  bred,  Sj^JSu*^** 

Were  we  ther  we  wem  y-schende  f  for  hunger  we  scholde  be  ded. 
Betere  ous  ys  to  daye  her  i  worschiply  agayn  our  fos,  3057 

]»an  schamly  for  to  asterue  f er  t  for  hungre  on  fat  clos : 
&  fer-for  abyde  we  ase  men  i  &  fijte  we  with  hem  ^eare, 
&  vytaylles  we  woUaf  maugre  hem  f  gete  ous  or  we  fare.*'  3060 

'  sijt  altered  to  eyi, 
FBBUMBRAS.  H 
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''  Wei  depardieux/'  qua])  ])is  barouns  i  "  oun])ank  habbe  ]>at  spare, 
&  fat  we  ne  prikie  to  J)e  pauillouns  f  to  cbalangie  ous  summe  fate.** 

Tj>«y^btr«  ^  ))anne  J>ay  gunne  to  pryke  vaste  f  tpward  hure  logyogge, 

'^'i^'  And  ])e  Sarsyns  c^en  hem  anhaste  i  as  barde  as  ])ay  may  flynge  3064 

&  pan  J)us  do])]>eper8  of  firaunce  i  tomdem  to  fat  ferde, 
Bo])e  wij)  swerd,  axe,  &  laonce  i  ]>e[y]  mette  hem  in  the  beid& 

rt** *  uT''^  Faste  fay  layde  ))e  Sarajyns  on  f  wi|>  swerd^s  &  axes  gronde, 

*>"o''»-  &  dussched  ardoun  to  dej)e  hure  fon  J  a  fousand  wit^-inne  a  stounde. 
fai  was  done  ful  many  a  scheld  f  &  many  an  helm  to-flent^  3069 
And  many  an  haberke  fat  arst  wel  held  f  fe^  was  ])er  to-rent. 

midSL*^  IF  Gy  of  Borgoygne  Janne  a  droj  f  fat  swerd  fat  Saladyn  ojte ; 

Many  a  Sarsyn  fai-wiih  a  sloj  f  &  is  takyngge  ])anne  abojte.      3072 
He  leid  on  Sarsyns  al  aboute  f  stookes  styj^e  and  sterke. 
Wham  so  he  smy tej)  of  fe  route  f  he  3yf|»  hiw  defes  merke. 

^"bSu****  ^  Flo[rippe]  wit^  hure  damesels  stoute  i  in  fe  tour  fan  sche  lay, 

fromthe       ^^  at  a  wyndowe  loked  oute  i  &  alfia  batail  y-say.  3076 

Wan  sche  saw  hure  lef  Gyoun  i  fat  fanne  delyured  was. 
And  do3tylich6  dynged  ys  foes  adoun  i  amonges  hem  as  a  gas, 

M^  diewt  on  Hure  care  was  gon  fanne  eucrydel  f  &  toward  him  sche  cryes : 

"  Wel  worj)  fat  hand  fat  can  so  wel  i  chastye  ys  enymyes,         3080 
Wer  f ou,  leman^  with  me  her  f  rijt  now  y  wolde  fe  kysse. 
Nof  eles  now  y  se  f  e  ther  f  recuuered  ys  al  my  blysse. 
^ut  schal  my  fader  fe  Amerel  f  in  f y  donger  falle  y-wisse, 
&  fan  schalt  f ov  him  acquyte  wel  f  of  al  ys  shrewidnesse."        3084 
IF  "  Gy,"  said  ogier  f  e  Deneys  f  "  herkne  a  lytel  wyjt ; 
Hurst  fou  no3t  what  sche  says  i  Flo[rippe]  fat  burde  brijt  t 
Al  hure  herte  on  f  e  sche  lays  f  GyouTit,  by  god  almi3t, 
D«irf4il     Bote  f ov  hure  louye  wel  alweys  i  certis  fou  dost  ounri3t."  3088 

IT "  My  herte,"  quaf  Gy,  "  gan  vp-sprynge  i  wanne  ich  herd  hure  speke^ 
y  wot  it  were  hure  lekynge  f  mi3t  y-me  selue  a-wreke. 
&  so  schal  y  or  f  e  sonne  go  doun  f  haf  at  hem  her  an  hye ." 
fan  saide  iantail  ogeroun  i  '*smyt  on  &  ich  fen-yye."  3092 

With  fat  fay  prikede  forf  on  f e  pleyn  f  toward  fe  pauyllouna 
f  e  Sarsyns  relied  hymen  ageyn  f  &  metef  wtt^  our  barouns. 

TheflKtat      &  banne  be-gan  be  furthe  fi3t  f  a  sherper  was  fer  non ; 

fl«ow*         f e  Sarsyns  were  to-hewe  far  ri3t  i  bofe  f orj  fleschs  &  bon.         o09o 
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fe  fienBche  laid^  on  wi])  sweidis  bri3t  i  &  laiden  a-doun  hor  fon, 

Alle  ^t  Jwd  ^an  alacche  mi^t !  fet  na  ascapedem  non. 

\  Ho[land]  laid  on  wy))  herte  god  i  in  euery  syde  aboute, 

And  ba))ede  is  swerd  in  bore  blod  f  ^aj  gunne  bim  sore  donte.  3100  P^Jf" 

Alle  J)ai  flojen  out  of  is  way  i  by  wicb  side  so  he  wente,  iwmml 

for  non  nas  foonde  ])at  Hke  day  i  ])at  mi^te  wttA-stonde  is  dente. 

f  Gy  of  Borgoygne  to  a  Sarsyn  rod  f  Jwtt  bijte  Cursegreyn,  o^rri«yt the 

&  wy))  ys  sweid  }at  wel  bot  f  a  gert  him  in-to  f  e  brayn.  3104  JJJJ^^, 

Ano^r  a  slow  sone  on  ])e  plas  i  &  ))an  ))ridde  be  smyte])  so^ 

^t  belm  &  beued  &  al^t  ])ar  was  i  be  def  bit  eaene  a4wo. 

)an  fertbe  be  smot  ]>an  on  ys  yre  f  &  set  bim  wtt^  al  ys  mayn^ 

fat  ys  bed  flej  ])erfiro  fe  swyre  f  ten  fet  on  fe  pleyn.  3108 

f  "  CJosyn,"  sayde  duk  Bolond  f  "  now  f  ou  beret  ]»e  wel, 

y-blessid  be  pj  gode  bond  1  &  eke  ))y  Damesel. 

For  sappe  pe  tyme  ]»at  bure^  steuene  i  com  to  pya  ere  ari3te) 

Hit  was  no  ned,  be  god  of  beuene  i  to  bidde  pe  for  to  fijte."       3112 

Wel  longe  baj)  ])y8  batail  dured  i  &  mncbe  murdre  of  men  per  was, 

Al  pat  pBj  smytej)  wi))  ax  or  swerd  f  sone  to  de])e  it  gas. 

f  Flo[rippe]  ))at  mayde  fair  &  slegb  f  at  a  wyndowe  |)dr  scbe  lay,        Fioripufrom 

To  pjB  barouns  scbegradde  an  begb  i  as  icb  jow  telle  may.         3116  ?^n"{f"thij 

"  Of »  oyjng,  lordes,  beo  je  war  "  5  til  hymen  gan  she  say,  StaionTw  m 

"  Newe  vytaille  to  gete  jou  far  f  pe  olde  buj)  al  away."  ***"*' 

f  Olyuer  herde  pQ  damesel  f  &  to  bis  felawes  be  saide  a-non : 

**  Certis  peX  maide  ons  redej)  wel  f  our  prc/fyt  for  to  don.''  3120 

"  Parfay,"  saide  duk  Eolond  i  "  y  burde  wel  what  scbe  saide. 

Go  we  per-ioi  wi])  streng))e  of  bond  i  we  willen  make  a  bndde. 

Prike  we  Euene  to  pe  pauylous  i  ne  spare  we  nojt  for  fere, 

YytaiDes  for  to  gyten  ous  f  if  far  buJ)  any  fere."  3124 

fanne  fay  prykede  forf  wi  t^  pride  f  pis  frensche  men  eehone ; 

fe  Sarsyn^  nold  hem  nojt  abide  f  bot  duden  hem  for  to  gone.  Daaf4i,iMok] 

Ac  fus  lordes  hem  gunne  to  cbace  f  euene  by-fore  hire  sy3t,  The  Fnnoh 


&  duste  to  defe  ri^t  on  fe  place  f  al  fat  fay  atake  mi^t.  3128 

fti  barons  encbacede  bur  fon  so  faste  i  yrith  swerdes  igronde  bri^t, 

Til  fay  kemen  atte  lasts  i  to  Amyral  ys  pauyloun  rijt  ufcr  as  the 

S  By  fat  wem  fe  f eldes  alle  i  of  fe  Sarsyns  y-yewdid  wel, 

*  [hew]  on.  *  mppe  hure  [murye].  •  [Byhmke|>]  Of. 
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&  were  a-flo3en  grete  &  smalle  i  and  eke  fe  Amerel ;  3132 

In-to  hure  pauylons  fay  £030  for  fere  f  &  f e  barouns  jK)jte  after  fare, 
&  maugre  hem  alle  fat  far  were  i  haue  i-had  vytailles  thare. 
when  they     Bote  bawiie  be-hulde  bus  bachelers  i  by-fom  hem  &  se^en  come 

Me  :i2  pack-  r  r  ^  7 

horses  j^^  ^  fyrty  grete  somers  f  y-charged  alle  &  some  3136 

proilto  ***     ^yf  ^^^  ^^^  y-maked  of  whete  i  &  wyf  bred  and  flechs  &  wyn, 

&  of  re  yytailles  smale  &  grete  f  fat  were  bothe  god  &  fyn. 
•wjorted  by    xxiiy .  Vytaylers  i  of  Mantryble  fat  Sarsyns  were, 
of  Mantribie.  By-fore  hymen  dryue  fay  somers  i  fat  fanne  come  there.  3140 

IT  Smertly  wan  fay  sey3  hem  come  f  a3en  hem  fay  toke  f e  way, 
&  by-trapd  hem  ther  al  &  some  5  to  wete  what  ladden  fay. 
Ac  wanne  fay  it  wiste  &  knewe  i  what  fay  in  lode  hadde 
f e  vytailers  fay  alto-hewe  f  &  f e  vytailles  wttA  hymen  f ai  ladde. 
Roland  wdt    To  duk  J^aymcs  &  to  duk  Terry  i  fan  Ko[land]  spak  &  badde,  3145 
dri^the       ^^  dryuen  hem  by-fore  him  spedily  f  &  nof yng  fay  ne  adradde. 
^thm  the     fey  twyne  hit  habbef  vndemome  i  fe  somers  to  brynge  enclos, 
whueheend  And  bei  othere  to  after  come  i  &  to  kep  hem  fram  hure  fos,       3148 

Guy  protect  '^  *^ 

themj  Xo  fe  tour-ward  fey  dude  hem  drawe  i  f es  lordes  fanne  wit^  pride, 

&  Basyn  fay  founde  fat  was  a-slawe  f  on  fe  way  as  fay  gun  ryde. 
f  e  somers  buf  alle  forth  a-paste  f  &  at  f  e  tour  jeate  a-stente. 
f us  othere  toke  fat  cors  an  haste  1  &  to  f e  tour  3eate  f ar-wif  buf  wente. 
JTorjpM        Flo[rippe]  redely  was  thar-ate  f  &  let  in  fuse  lordes  gente,         3153 
And  schutte  faste  a3en  f  e  gate  f  &  f e  dra3brigge  vp  sche  bente. 
'Ow  habbaf  ^  lordes  of  honour  f  y-maked  a  fair  iomee. 
And  habbef  wyf  hem  far  on  f e  tour  i  of  yytails  gret  plente. 
T?o^JiJJ*     "^  ^     MetQ  and  drynke  fay  han  y-bro3t  f  ynow  for  monf es  thre, 
SrSmonthi.  ^^^  Amyral  fanne  ne  dradde  fay  no3t  f  for  al  is  grete  poste. 
f e  castel  fay  f ojte  fanne  holde  f  boldelich  wtt^  honour. 
Til  Charlie  wyf  is  bamye  bolde  5  come  hymen  to  socour.  3160 

IF  To  is  pauillon  y-floje  was  1  fe  A[miral]  &  huld  hym  there, 
Bauui  hoidA   &  Til  hym  he  clepede  in  fat  cas  f  of  ys  conseyl  fay  fat  were, 
&  sayde,  "  lordes  of  muche  honowr  i  what  is  3our  best  consayle 
Of  fes  frenschemen  on  fe  tour  i  fat  habbef  oure  vytaillet         3164 
U^t  if}     Bred  &  wyn  fay  haue  y-now  f  &  flour  al-so  y-bake, 

&  fleschs  al-so  as  y  trow  f  i\j  monf  es  hem  mury  to  make. 
r^  ':  Wy^  Charpis]  fat  ys  her  ny  i  by  hem  nov  how  it  stent. 
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Wei  sone  he  wolde  hem  socoury  f  &  )>aime  were  we  schent."      3168 
%  **  Syre,"  saide  kyng  Sortybran  i  "  assemble  Jow  fjn  host,  sortybnm 

3onder  to- ward  J)e  Barbygan  f  in  fys  nexte  cost. 

f y  castel  of  tre  fat  hijt  biysour  \  fyder  pou.  do  him  fette.  «»«  emoioj- 

&  let  biyng  anon  hiw  by-fore  fe  tour  f  wit^oute  more  lette ;     3172  JJ^° 
&  pote  J)er-on  *  Tj  hundred  men  f  fat  kunne  bofe  lannce  &  caste, 
&  othre  fat  kunne  ^  demayny  hem  f  wif  bo3es  &  arbelaste, 
&  let  f  yn  of  re  Sarasyns  i  wan  f  ou  hast  by-gunne  so, 
beo  be-nethe  wyf  fyn  engyns  f  &  teche  what  fay  kunne  do.       3176 
&  fan  let  fow  fyn  homys  blows  i  a  f ousant  at  o  blasts, 
&  wanne  fe  frensche  men  it  knowe  i  fay  woUef  beo  sore  agaste. 
fe  tour  Bchaliovi  f anne  assaiUe  i  wyf  schot  &  cast  of  gynne, 
&  sone  Wynne  him  w»tA-oute  faille  f  maugre  hem  al  wyf-ynne,  3180 
&  slen  hem  ther  yriih  strengf e  of  hant  f  &  so  of  hem  fe  wreke." 
IT  fan  him  answeide  kyng  Bruyllant  i  "  of  folic  dost  fov  speke.  Brayiiant 

Hit  ne  buf ,"  he  said,  "  none  Vauasers  f  fat  buf  f er  on  f e  tour,  iwffare^* 

Ac  it  buf  noble  bachelers  f  of  al  francs  fay  beref  fat  flour :        3184  ^^^^ 
far  is  WAt/t-inne  duk  Rolond  5  on  batail  fat  is  so  wyjt,  o? fSSwI*'^ 

And  Olyuer  wyf  f e  harde  bond  f  fat  Fyrumbras  ouercom  in  fy^t : 
Thar  ys  Duk  Berard  of  mondisdier  f  on  of  f e  beste  of  fraunce, 
And  Terry  hys  fader  fat  is  wel  fier  i  a  man  of  gret  bobaunce  :   3188 
In  his  forest  fat  hatte  ardane  i  muche  schame  ofte  he  def , 
He  haf  y-beo  many  a  man  ys  bane  f  &  a-strongled  hem  wit^  ys  tef . 
far  is  Oger  Deneys  f e  hardy  1  &  Naymes  wif  f e  lokkes  here, 
&  Eichard  fe  Duk  of  Kormaundy  f  fat  ofte  haf  greued  ous  sore, 
&  chacede  sum  tyme  fe  Amerel  *.  in  rome  by-fore  fe  playn,        3193 
&  herte  him  so  fer  on  f e  chel  f  fat  he  was  nej  y-slayn. 
And  Gy  of  Borgoyne  he  is  fer  f  fat  slow  Corsebrayn, 
And  of  er  fat  buf  no^t  nempned  her  i  fat  woUef  ous  stonde  agayn. 
Of  fe  do^tynisse  of  filke  men  5  ech  man  ys  a-wondred,  3197 

hwych  fat  ys  fe  worsts  of  hem  f  of  ous  ys  worf  an  hundred.  the  womt  of 

Ro[land],  Charlie  suster  sone  1  he  ys  a  noble  kni^t,  awSMn^ 

Ne  doutef  he  non  er[f]lich  gome  f  ne  be  he  no3t  so  wy^t :  3200 

Muche  he  hermef  f e  Ameral  i  wif  assautes  he  hym  makef . 
By  cure  it  is^  fai  libbef  al  i  &  maugre  our  tef  hit  takef . 
*  kanne  [wel],  •  ii  [fat]. 
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Were  ])er  8u<di  an  hundred  tlier  f  as  ])ay  bn])  now'  to  fonde, 

By  Ma[houn]  we  ne  derst  no^t  daelle  her  5  but  fle  we  moste  of  londe ; 

their  ood      Hure  god  do])  eu6re  helpe  hem  wel  i  and  ^t  we  sore  auynde ;    320^ 

[iMf42,i»ck]  Ac  oure  ne  helpe])  ous  no  del  1  ])e  se[h]rewes  bu])  wax  al  blynda. 

theiM»rt      Wel  y-fem  fay  holpe  ous  nojt  f  y  trowe  fsi  slope  Ychone, 

In  al  ])e  anger  ])at  we  hxxp  bro^t  i  hylp  on  hem  nys  none."  3208 

The  Emir  u  IF  ])an  wax  ])e  Amyral  wrof  &  sede  f  "  what !  traitour  art  Jjou  wod  1 
Go  out  of  my  sijt  anon  y  rede  i  fow  trechonr,  JK)w  wykked  blod ! " 
A  strong  staf  tok  he  yp  anon  i  &  smyte  hem  ])anne  he  ]K^te, 

butiii  Ac  betwene  hem  wente  kyng  Sortybron  f  &  a-paysede  hem  as  he mo^te. 

sortybrmn,     ^  «*  gij^»>  g^id  he,  "  let  ben  al  Jys  f  as  fou  louest  me ;  3213 

&  if  f  er  ys  03t  spoken  amys  f  yt  may  amehded  be : 
is  by-])enk  how  yjn  assaut  schal  gon  f  &  of  ])yng  pat  may  ])e  Taile. 

who  Let  bio  we  byn  homes,  y  rede  anon  f  be  totur  we  woUaj)  a-saille :  3216 

rMomnionds 

thttfflitth^ ^  Jy^  frenschemen  ne  andurie])  ous  no^t  i  beo  we  y-brojt  per-iOf 
Wel  dulfulliche  it  wor])  abo3t  1  ])e  sca])es  ^y  han  ous  do." 
IT  Sone  ))^-after  ^y  gunne  to  blowe  i  homes  y-mad  of  bras : 
Th«  s^»f«»  ]>e  Sarasyns  wit^-inne  a  litel  ])rowe  i  come  as  ))ykke  as  gras :      3220 
^o^dn    ^®^  *^^  ^^  *^  ^^^®  aboute  f  a  stryde  voide  per  nas, 
"*"*••  ])at  of  pat  ilke  hepenene  route  f  al  ful  was  euery  plas. 

IF  pe  Amyral  made  his  engyneour  i  pe  engyns  to  sette  &  bende, 
per-wtt^  to  breke  pe  grete  tour  5  &  is  fon  wtt^inne  to  schende.  3224 
The  MMott    panne  by-gunne  pay  to  grede  &  houte  i  pe  Sarsyi^  sherp  &  wikke, 
•jjj^«^d    And  to  be-sette  pe  tour  aboute  f  &  to  schete  pykke ; 
^^'  And  he  pat  was  engyneour  1  stones  to  caste  grete, 

pat  foule  yerde  with  pe  tour  f  so  harde  pay  gunne  him  mete.      3226 
The  Frenota    Ac  be  fteusche  bat  wib-inne  ben  f  defendede  hem  for  be  nones, 

ca^ttreesand  '^  '  ^  «  ,       , 

•«me«  back.  ^  easto  out  amoug  hem  grete  tren  1  on  wonder  heuy  stones ; 

Si  sloje  of  pe  hepemen  \  twenty  sum  tyme  at  ones,  3231 

pat  fullen  doun  ded  per  on  pe  fen  f  to-broke  hope  body  &  bones. 

The  maidene  %  pe  dameseles  were  hope  kynde  &  gode  f  &  armedem  in  syker  wede. 
And  at  pe  kemels  be  hymen  stode  \  &  holpe  hem  in  pat  nede ; 

throw  Btonee  &  cast  out  stones  gret  &  sade  \  oppon  hem  pot  wer  wtt^ute,    3235 

from  the 

batuements.  &  gret  slaujt  of  Sai^yus  made  f  wtt^  pe  help  of  pe  lordes  stoute. 
pan  gan  Flo[rippe]  pat  ientail  maide  \  Gyon  hure  lef  a-scrye ; 
'  now  oro$$ed  thro^gh, 
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3248 


3252 


**  Kys  me,  gode  lef,"  )«nne  ache  sayde  f  "  ones  for  al  fys  nuye." 

Al  y-iurmed  as  ])ay  wer  ))an  1  a  kuste  hnre  as  a  iny3te :  3239 

"  Giant  mercy,"  said  sclie,  "  swete  lemman  f  now  am  y  prest  to  fi3te." 

IT  feai  at  )^  f  orste  fe  Assant  by-gan  f  sterk  &  strait  to  be : 

)>engyneQr  cryde  to  Balan  1  "  Sir  Amyral,  lyst  to  me : 

Let  leae  al  Jiys  balannsyng  i  &  castynge  of  speres  &  stones : 

y-magened  y  bane  arno))er  fyng  i  to  conquery  ]m  tour  at  ones. 

Vyfty  ])ousand  of  Sarasyns  felle  f  raply  to  me  J)ow  dijte, 

And  loke  fat  Jjay  be  y-armed  wel  i  &  pat  by  be  sur  &  wyjte.** 

"  Hit  scbal  be  don,"  quaf  Balaan  i  "  anon  her  in  fy  sijte." 

Hastely  bet  be  kyng  Sortybran  f  to  arayen  bem  as  be  spijte. 

IT  fe  Saia3yn  dude  ys  beste  son  l  no  lengre  nolde  be  duelle, 

So  many  Sarsyns  cbes  be  anon  5  &  brojte  bem  ])yder  snelle. 

}»e  engyneour,  yuele  most  be  peo  f  so  narwe  be  bim  by-))03te ! 

To  po  castel  ))at  was  ymad  of  treo  f  al  psi  bost  be  bro^te ; 

})at  baluendol  ])an  di^te  be  f  wi))-inne  toTp  to  stonde, 

&  ))at  ofer  dol  wyf-oute  to  be  f  to  scbute  &  caste  with  bonde. 

IT  In  ^t  same  tre  castel  f  weren  maked  stages  tbre ; 

pe  bejeste  bijt  mangurel  f  pe  middel  bijt  launcepre, 

Pq  ny^mest  was  callid  bagefray  i  a  quynte  pyng  to  se, 

&  was  dijt  for  ys  owen  aray  i  for  ))er-on  wolde  be  be. 

]>an  pe  behest  stage  of  al  f  folde  be  wi])  men  of  armes, 

To  scbelde  hem  hj-njpe  wel  f  fram  stones  &  otbere  barmes. 

pat  wanne  pe  frenscbe  ])yderward  f  caste  stones  of  ex  tre, 

fay  scbolde  'with  bure  scbeldes  bard  i  kepe  pe  dent  aje ; 

&  summe  scbolde  scbete  to  pe  frenscbe  rout  i  wiih  gunnes  &  bojes 

of  brake^ 
fat  fay  ne  beo  bardy  to  lokie  out  i  defense  i^en  bem  to  make.  3264 
And  on  fat  of er  stage  amidde  i  ordeynt  be  gunnes  grete. 
And  ofer  engyns  y-bidde  i  wilde  fyr  to  caste  &  scbete. 
f yder  fanne  be  putte  y-nowe  f  &  tau^te  bem  bure  labour, 
Wilde  fyr  to  scbete  &  frowe  f  i^n  fe  beje  tour.  '^         3268 

In  fe  nyfemest  stage  fanne  1  scbup  be  bim  selue  to  bove. 
To  ordeyne  bore  fyr  f  ar-iime  i  &  send  bit  to  bem  above. 
To  bim-ward  fanne  tok  be  San^yns  f  an  hundred  atte  leste^ 
To  come  &  go  to  f  e  engyns  i  atid  seruy  hem  in  f  e  beste :  3272 
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aayiifhehad 


3244    Ci«^«3 

60,000 

Saracens  he'd 
toon  take  the 
CMtle. 
Balan  agreef. 
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while  the      Al  be  remanant  of  he  numbre  f  he  oideyneb  to  schute  &  caste, 

others  shoot.  '  '  ^^       # 

))e  grete  tour  fort  encumbre  f  in  ^ys  wyse  atte  laste. 

IF  !N'ow  by-gynnej)  fay  wij)  wrake  i  glyues  to  casten  wykke, 

And  wyf  bojes  eke  of  brake  i  for  to  schute  ))ykke«  3276 

By-fore  Jat  was  mad  a  steme  schour  f  ac  J>e  werste  was  comynge, 

fey  schute  wilde  fyr  to  fe  tour  f  as  faste  as  fay  mijt  flynge. 

hoid^o*!  tS**  ^  ^^  f®  ^*^  J^**  ^"'  ^^  ^®^*  •  wif-inne  a  lytel  space, 

^*"^  fat  he  be-gan  f ar-wif  be  atend  f  in  an  hundred  place.  3280 

[leaf 4s,  back]  fat  fyr  fat  setlede  so  on  f e  walle  f  jeme  hit  gan  to  brenne ; 

f e  peces  faste  gunne  schaly  &  f alle  f  &  fat  fyr  to  renne. 
The  French    ^anue  fw  barons  loked  out  f  &  sawe  be  wal  brennynge 

are  alarmed,  '  r  */    o 

AUe  fay  saide  w/tA-oute  dout  i  "  her  ys  hard  dwellynge,  3284 

Bote  we  fe  raf ere  don  ous  henne  f  &  flen  out  of  pis  tour, 
Sone  ous  tyd  her  for-brenne  f  wyf  sorje  &  deshonour." 

S©eri*thl^  IF  fan  saide  fat  maide :  "  letef  of  ^our  pleynt  f  &  nabbe  je  none  drede, 
f  ys  fyr  wel  sone  schal  be  aqueynt  f  ^e  schullef  it  sen  in  dede."  3288 

She  throwe    Mclk  of  be  camelo  me  fette  hur  son  *  a  damesel  broat  it  hot, 

hot  camel  B  *  -'  ' 

Sith' "«^,  ^  f  ©r-wif  sche  mellede  vynegre  anon  f  no  lenger  sche  ne  abod ; 

on  the  firek     far  pat  fyr  was  setled  on  f  e  walle  f  oueral  f  er-wit^  sche  spxeynte, 

andpuuit    &  wel  SOUS  far-after  fay  se3e  it  alle  f  how  fat  fyr  a-queynte.      3292 
IT  Wan  f e  Amyral  a-perceuede  f ys  i  how  fat  f e  fyr  ys  feure, 
Al  ys  hope  was  agon  y-wys  f  ys  herte  was  cast  in  care. 
"  Certis,  syre,"  quaf  Sortybraunt  f  "  f  ys  ys  f  y  dorter  dede ; 
In  fat  sche  may  sche  ys  vsaunt  f  to  do  f e  yule  to  spede."  3296 

"  Wel  know  y,"  quaf  f e  Amyrel  i  "  fat  ofte  sche  dof  me  gyle, 
Y  hope  to  Mahoun  fat  jute  y  schel  i  ones  a-quyte  hur  wyle," 

soriybmnt     ^  "  Sir,"  quaf  Sortybrant,  "  do  by  my  red  i  &  let  byn  homes  blewe,^ 

recommei.di  'xjv/  y       ^  r^ 

Se'breU^r*  &  hot  fat  fyn  assaut  be  nojt  aled  f  and  let  by-gynne  hit  newe.  3300 
By-hold  f e  places  on  pe  toure  f  war  fat  fyr  haf  hente, 
per  ne  wantef  nojt  enches  foure  f  fat  fay  ne  buf  f orw  brente ; 
Sone  he  fallef  me  f  enkef  wel  f  &  f  er-for  go  we  f  er-to." 
"  As  f  ov  wilt,"  quaf  f  e  Amyrel  f  "  anon  let  it  be  do."  3304 

IT  With  fat  f e  same  kyng  Sortybran  f  to  fe  walles  haf  him  nome, 
&  f  anne  he  hotef  eu^^  man  f  to  f  e  assaut  ajeward  come. 
Sone  fas  men  mijte  y-here  f  homes  loude  blowe ; 
'  blowe  altered  to  blewe. 
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L.  ]K)ii8and  Sarajyns  were  f  y-come  wyjj-inne  a  ]nx)we,  3308  .""^-^qq^ 

fat  sumine  to  )>e  engyns  wente  i  &  caste  stones  sterke ;  SJ^SI!m£ 

And  summe  springols  sti))e  bente  i  &  schute  gleynes  scherpe ; 

And  summe  ))ay  schuten  arwes  wykke  i  as  fetste  as  pel  mi^t  fle. 

&  pe  qoarels  floje  out  ])ikke  f  of  arbelastes  y-mad  of  tre.  3312 

Grete  slabbes  of  «tyl  &  yre  5  to  fe  walles  J)o  wem  y-slente ; 

pe  kernels  fat  arst  wern  strong  &  suyre  1  per-Yrith  wer  broke  &  schente,  Tha 

&  pe  biytasqes  on  pe  tour  an  heje  i  dulf  uly  a-doun  wer  caste.  "•  broken. 

"Wan  fay  wit^-inne  bit  peroeuede  &  se3e  1  dedlicb  f ai  were  agaste.  . .,. 

If  fan  saiden  by  fus  lordes  alle  f  "ber  ys  no3t  god  to  abide,       3317     littau] 
f ys  tour  is  now  in  poynt  to  falle  f  wyf-inne  a  litel  tide." 
Floripe  fat  mayde  fair  and  bende  f  to  f ys  barourw  sede :  ''"iJm  di 

"  Ne  diede  ^e  no3t,  myn  leue  frende  f  36  ne  Bcbidlef  baue  no  nede ;    h^J^iJha?* 
My  feder  let  make  f  is  ilke  tour  f  strong  ynow  to  kepe ;  3321  SliUS!** 

To  putte  far-inne  bys  tresour  f  fat  be  wold  leyn  to  bepe. 
On  f  ys  tour  ys  more  gold  f  y  wot  ri^t  wel  to  wisse, 
fan  balf  f e  kynges  ban  in  wold  f  fat  buf  in  al  bef enisse.  3324 

fo^w  f ys  asaut  wolde  y-laste  i  f ys  forty  dawes  ryjt,  ^o"*h*sb 

ber  wit^inne  ys  gold  y-maced  faste  i  to  cast  out  day  &  ny3t ;  SJiSr^ 

And  suf f e  30  now  fat  sof e  y-knowef  i  on  defaute  30  ban  of  ^  stones,    ^^' 
Takef  fer-of  ynowe  and  f rowef  i  &  to-brekef  bem  body  &  bones." 
If  "  3ea,  faire  fe  falle,  my  wete  wy3t "  f  to  bure  Ko[land]  saide.  3329 
Gyoun  wente  to  bure  ful  ry3t  i  &  swetly  kuste  fat  maide  :  - 
f anne  scbe  lad  f aym  by  f e  bond  i  far  fat  tresour  lay, 
&  f  anne  saide  duk  Eolond  i  "  ber  ys  a  rycbe  aray."  3332 

fay  toke  op  slabbes  grete  &  f ykke  i  of  f e  gold  fat  far  lys.  They  ^e 

And  caste  among  f e  Sarsyns  wykke  i  ne  sparede  fay  no3t  fat  prys ;  fjjj,"^  *^ 
Many  was  f e  Sara3yn  prout  5  fat  f ar-witb  was  affuUed,  3335  SSSSSi,'*^ 

fe*  ofere  drowen  bem  ferf er  out  f  for  drede  fat  fay  nere  kulled. 
If  Wanne  fe  Sarasyn3  bad  aperceued  ari3t  f  fat  gold  fat  bri3te  scbon, 
To  gadrie  fat  gold  fay  dude  bure  mi3t  f  &  leued  fe  assaut  anon :        2^^^^^!,°^ 
On  fe  gadryngge  fat  fay  made  f  fan  fay  by-gunne  to  fijte  SJhtlSm£ 

And  3yue  ecbe  of  er  strokes  sade  i  wyf  axes  &  swerdes  bri3te.     3340 
Ecb  on  ofer  gan  to  bewen  i  &  euerecb  otber  afulde. 
Mo  fan  a  fousent  of  f e  scbrewen  .'  wel  sone  f er  were  y-kulde. 
'  [in  fe]  defaute  of.  '  [&]  ^e. 
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Balm,  in      If  Wan  J)e  Amyral  J)at  y-se^  i  on  ys  heite  him  gan  to  greue ; 

go»d»  To  ys  barons  he  cryede  an  h^  *  &  het  hem  J>e  assant  be-lene :     3344 

''  And  ellis  schal  her  al  my  gold  f  &  my  tresoor  beo  for-loie, 
fat  y  haue  gadied  in-to  fat  hold  i  long  tyme  her  by-fore." 
])an  wende  fe'  grete  to  wif  fat  f  among  fe  commnnes  alle, 

OMUM  hit     And  made  hem  cessen  of  hure  debat  \  and  fro  be  asseese  falle.  3348 

iiMntoretirt.  ^  ^ 

fe  Sonne  by  fat  was  ne^  a-doon  f  f e  Assege  f anne  fay  y-lafte. 
f  e  Amerel  gof  to  ys  pauylloun  f  al  murghe  was  him  by-rafte. 
Ow  ys  fe  Amyral  a^en  y-wend  5  wyf  ys  baronye ; 
WM  sorwe  was  is  herte  be-trend  f  wif  care  &  eke  anuye. 
mji  FTMMJh    JL  1    And  fe  barons  of  honour  f  murye  gonne  hem  make,       3353 
PMfM^babk]  And  eto  &  dronke  on  f e  tour  f  of  f e  vytailles  fay  han  y-take ; 
For  of  vitailes  f  ai  hadden  f  o  plentee  \  &  burdes  bri^te  &  bolde. 
To  ete  &  drynke  &  murie  bee  f  &  to  layky  hem  wan  fay  wolde. 
?wS?do?*"  IT  At  a  wyndowe  as*  Kopand]  lay  f  lynynge  &  lokede  out,        3357 
^mi^^  fan  Ameral  atte  is  soper  he  of-say  f  sittynge  vnder  shrout. 

Wanne  he  haf  ap^rceuede  apertely  f  fan  Amerel  &  his  aray,  ^ 
To  hem  he  clepede  ys  company  \  &  f  us  he  gan  to  say :  3360 

"  Lordes,  be-holdef  fan  Amerel  f  jounder  out  on  f e  grene, 
At  is  soper  ys  he  me  semef  wel  f  it  dof  myn  herte  ten& 
S^aSiStr'  ^*  ^'^'^  ™®  f  yiikf  a  fair  viage  f  to  letten  him  of  his  pwrpos.** 

fan  saide  f e  other  bamage  5  "  fonde  we  to  greue  our  fos."  3364 

TtjjywTO.     ^  Sone  were  f ys  noble  barouns  f  y-ermed  in  sykere  wedis, 
&  as  fers  as  any  lyouns  f  fay  sterte  vp-on  hure  stedis. 
f e  damesels  duden  yp  fe  ^eate  f  &  fe  dra^tbrigge  lete  adou/i, 
And  fay  faref  out  f er-ate  i  stoutelich  ech  baroun.  3368 

Balan  hymen  aparceyuef  anan  \  as  f  ai  come  on  a  mede ; 
Of  f  e  si3te  agrise  he  gan  f  and  wax  nej  wod  for  drede. 
Aspayllard  of  nubbye  clepede  he  fan  i  &  f  us  til  him  he  sede : 
"  Do  Cosyn  anon  f yn  Armys  aan  f  &  aray  fe  in  syker  wede.      3372 
Lo  whar  fay  oomef  stout  &  bold  f  fe  fi^nsche  men  of  fe  tour ; 
fay  fenkef  make  our  soper  cold  f  f ai  castef  hem  to  fat  labour.'' 
''  Al  redy,  sire/'  Aspaylard  sede  \  and  armede  hym  fanne  anon, 
And  sone  haf  he  take  ys  stede  \  &  smartly  he  was  oppon :  3376 

Ys  scheld  he  takef  in  fat  node  \  launce  ne  kepede  he  non, 
>  H  (?).  •  [)mnne]  as. 
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A  dart  tak]>  he  in  his  hond  for  drede  f  &  for^  he  ys  a-gon. 

IF  Eoland  was  ^  fnnte  of  alle  i  j^at  rod  afforeward,  ^SSlS*^ 

^  Sarsyn  ^te  him  for  to  quelle  f  &  hiunoep  tdl  him  )>e  dart ;    3380  ^*<**~^ 

^  dart  was  cast  w^  such  a  mod  f  ))at  ))orw  ys  scheld  it  sohet^ 

Ac  ys  haherke  was  fyn  &  god  f  &  ellis  he  had  he  ded. 

Bo[]aiid]  hmk  pe  schaft  away  f  &  smertliche  to  hym  arod,  BdiiuMi  •imi 

And  ^te  him  smyte  on  pe  hed  an  hey  i  ac  ))e  dent  a  glod ;      3384  ^^^ 

On  ys  stede  ful  f%  dent  1  by-side  pe  for  arsoun, 

foTW  )e  nedce  fat  swerd  him  went  f  &  pe  Sarsyn  ful  adoon.  wm^  us 

IT  Je  Sarsyn  was  dojty  ynow  f  sone  he  vp  aros,  ****^ 

&  hasteliche  ys  swerd  adrow  f  and  a^e  til  him  a  gos.  3386  , 

To  han  i-broched  Eo[Iand]  ))orw  f  a-caste  po  his  porpos, 

Ac  Eo[land]  ^anne  til  hym  arbowj  f  &  fold  him  on  is  armes  clos.       BMandMiiM 

Wan  he  had  him  on  is  armes  lau^t  i  wi)M)ute  more  a-do 

Vp  a  drawe])  at  o  draujt  i  &  set  him  by-for  him  Jjo.  3392  JJjjJIlJ^ 

IT  Eoland  tornd  hym  ]>anne  a^eyn  f  &  ys  felawe  dude  al-so,  CiMf  46] 

Toward  pe  tour  al  on  )^  pleyn  f  as  harde  as  ])e  hors  may  go.  bMk  to  uw 

Wan  pe  Amyral  ])ys  of-oe^  1  his  herte  was  cast  in  care, 

To  is  baronage  he  criede  an  he3  1  &  prayede  hymen  after  fare :  3396 

"  K  my  neuewe  goj)  Jras  a-way  i  by  Mahoun  je  buj)  to  blame ; 

Helpe]»  per-fbi  now  wat  je  may  f  peA  y  ne  take  no  schame." 

Op  a-sterte  pe  route  anon  f  &  hure  stedes  ))ai  be-stryde]), 

And  as  £aste  as  ))e  hors  may  gon  i  after  hem  paj  rjdep,  3400  Th«  Ssmoent 

IT  Ac  wan  )?e  frensche  baronage  1  y-saw  hem  after  haste, 

^y  tumde  to  hemen  wi]?  stume  Tysage  i  &  adrowe  hure  swerdes  tim  tam 

faste: 
&  with  hure  fon  pan  ^y  foujte  !  &  jeue  hem  strokes  sare. 
^ilke  companye  )k>  ful  dere  abojte  f  ))at  ))ay  come  ))are ;  3404 

Mo  ^an  .V.  hundred  far  fay  sloje  f  of  fat  foule  maynee,  SanSo"^ 

&  fe  remanant  hem  wijHlroje  f  &  for  drede  tomde  a^ee.  JSrttoflJJht, 

fus  barons  toke  fan  way  ful  rijt  f  a^enward  to  );e  tour ; 
Ate  jeate  fond  hy  fat  burde  bri^t  i  pat  let  hem  in  wyf  honour  :  3408 
fe  ^eate  faime  fay  made  faste  f  fe  dra^tbngge  yp  dro;  sche. 
fe  Saiajyns  fay  habbef  sore  agaste  f  &  fay  buf  in  sauete. 
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'Ow.bu))  ))iiB  barou7i8  of  honour  y-come  ajen  in-to  pe  tour ; 

no[rippe]  fay  gunne  calle,  3412 

ijpftjUard  to  JL  1    To  huTG  fay  by-toke  Aspayllarde,  And  prayede  hure  kep  him 
fJSSu^  ^  syker  warde  For  fyng  fat  mijt  be-£iEdIe. 

To  f e  soper  fan  wente  fay  alle  fen,  f e  lordes,  &  eke  f e  ientail  wymen, 

And  made  hem  murie  fat  ni^t      3416 
A-morwe  wanne  f e  sonne  hure  schon,  To-gadre  fay  assemblede  hem 

euerechon,  Lordes  and  burdes*  brijt 

IT  f anne  spak  Eichard  of  Normaundy  To  fe  barons  fat  stode  hym  by : 

"  Herknyaf  for  jour  honour ;         3420 
Wei  30  wytef  we  buf  her  enclos,  Hard  by-seged  wyf  our  foes, 

&  wyth  strengfe  &  gret  vygowr."* 
of  0  f  yng  lordes^  beo  ous  sure,  Her  mowe  we  nojt  longe  dure, 

Bot  ous  come  socour.  3424 

Riehard        Soudo  WO  f er-for  to  fe  Emperer,  fat  he  come  wtt^  his  power 
gjdto  &  delyuery  ous  of  f e  tot^r." 

but  mrmm  IT  Kaymes  ansuerede  in  his  avys : "  Hit  nere  bote  folye,  be  seynt  Dynys, 

thinks  It  it 

imixmibb.  A  Messager  til  him  to  schape,        3428 

For  al  f e  contre  wyf-outen  lys  So  ful  by-gon  wyf  enymys, 

fat  non  ne  schold  hem  scape. 
[Wafififtack]  fer  nys  non  her  ich  vndertake,  fat  filke  Message  ne  wil  for-sake 

fat  of  ys  lyf  ys  fayne,  3432 

&  ho-so  nolde  •  a  dude  folye ;  For  neuere  we  ne  scholde  him  sen  wif  ye 

Til  ous  come  tyayne." 
FioHpM       IT  Til  hymen  f  anne  fat  mayde  sede :  "  Of  jour  enymys  haue  je  no  drede, 
gjj^enJoy  f ys  tour  ys  strong  &  god ;  3436 

And  je  han  her  bof  day  &  ny3t,  Fiftene  damesels  fayr  &  brijt^ 

And  comen  of  kynges  blod ; 
Euerech  of  jow  chuse  his  owe,  And  lyue  we  our  lyf  on  murje  afrowe, 

Wyle  we  buf  her  enclos."  3440 

and  Roland    bauue  saids  Eoland  to  fat  fry  :  "  Damesele,  f ow  spekest  ful  cortesly, 

Maugree  habbe  alle  our  fos  !  ** 
'  In  the  MS,  the  lines  a/re  arranged  thus : 
Now  bii|>  M  Hrouns  of  honour  J  Flo[rippe]  H»y  gu»ne  die. 

Y<-oome  ajen  in-to  t>e  tour  f        i  ff  J  r  j  o 

To  hure  |«y  by-toke  Agpayllarde  )  p     j,        ^,^^  ^.^  ^.j^„. 

And  prayede  hure  kep  him  m  syker  warde  )         rj  o  r        -j 
[among  fye]  burdes.       '  &  'wyth[-outen  any  sooour].       *  [Ac]  of  o  |»yng. 
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IT  Boland  of  huie  gan  asky  ^an,  Of  wat  kjnde  was  comen  ))at  like  man 

fat  on  hure  warde  was,  3444 

Wham  ])ay  toke  J)e  ni3t  before  &  wat  done  (?)  man  fat  a  wore, 

To  telle  Lym  fat  cas. 
IT  "  Sire,**  quaj>  sche,  "  y  wil  fe  telle :  Ne^  sibbe  is  he  to  ])d  Amyrelle,  FiorfpM 

Ys  soster  sone  he  ys ;  3448  JSi^?32ib 

Jif  je  my  fader  wille))  greue  ari^t,  Al  to-hewef  hym  on  ys  sijt^ 

&  fan  lest  he  ys  blys." 
If  " Nay,  noat  so  "  i  ban  saide  Naymoun,  "So  ne  schal  it  nojt  be  don,  butwajm* 

^  Mjttokeep 

no  profyt  to  ous  it  nere  :  3452  JJ2^ 

He  schal  be  kept,  by  swete  iesous,  For  to  a-quytye  on  of  ous, 

K  he  wer  take  there." 
f  J)anne  sayde  fe^  duk  Terry :  "  To  ligge  fus  her  ys  gret  anuy, 

&  be-seged  as  we  bene ;  3456 

Sende  we  fer-for,  ich  30W  rede.  To  Charlis  ase  Eycharcl  sede, 

To  help  ous  out  of  pis  tene." 
^  fanne  sayde  Ogier  pe  Deneys :  "  Hit  nys  bote  trufle  pat  Jou  seys, 

So  god  me  mote  auau^zce,  3460 

For  among  ous  alle  her  ys  non,  pat  in  j^at  message  now  darste  gon 

for  al  pat  gold  of  firaunce." 
IT  "  Jus,"  qua))  Eoland,  "  y  wil  it  do,  If  30  rewardief  it  shel  be  so,       ^mj*^ 

&  take  my  way  or  none.  3464  ^i2SI^*JJ 

Y  nel  spare  for  no  fere  pat  y  ne  schal  fat  erant  here  chariat. 

&  make  hym  come  sone." 
If  fan  spak  Naymes  and  sayde,  "  nay,  Certis,  syre,  fov  nojt  f  ne  may     [Urfifl] 

Gon  out  of  cure  ferede :  3468 

And  pe  Sarajynj  wem^  y-ware  fat  f ov  were  fro  henne  afare 

fey  wolde  ous  nojt  adrede." 
IT  f anne  saide  f e  Scot  Gwylmer :  "  y  wolde  fayn,  by  seynt  Eycheer,  J^^I*!^ 

Wende  on  fat  vyage."  3472 

**  Nay,"  quaf  Berard,  "  verement.  But  letef  me  fare  be  jour  assent,     gJJJJJ* 

&  do  fat  ylke  message." 
IT  f anne  hymen  bad  f e  duk  Gyoun  fat  he  moste  wende  to  Charloun 

And  beo  hure  messagere.  3476 

Flo[rippe]  aunswerede  far-to  anon,  ''nay  i  letef  anof  er  fat  message  don,  ^^jP** 
•  fe  [olde].  *  wern  [far-of].  UtQnjgo 
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For  he  schal  leue  here." 
g<*5J*g^*  IT  And  pejx  spak  Richard  of  Kormandie,  &  sayde  f  us  to  f  e  companye : 
5.Wof  "  Sirs,  je  knowef  wel  3480 

"*•      f  at  y  am  snmdel  stryken  on  age,  And  haue  a  sone  of  my  parage 

])at  is  bo^e  wys  &  fel : 
Jk)j  J>e  Sarajyi^  smyte  of  myn  hed,  He  ys  myn  ayr  after  my  ded 

To  broke  myn  heritage.  3484 

&  J)erfor  yf  je  assentia]?  to,  At  al  perils  wil  y  go 

To  Charlis  in  jour  message. 
mM>MidM^  IT  J)er  ys  al-eo  ano))er  thyng  War-for  y  scholde  do  f  is  doyng 

By-foie  a-nother  man :  3488 

hadpromiski  jye  fuTste  tyme  fai  Gharlys  kyng  Made  me  to  hymward  beo  leuyng, 

Charlys  be-het  me  ])any 
w  bTSoiSd"  J^**  ^  ™®  happede  J)orw  any  cas  Jjat  y  wer  prisoned  in  any  plas, 
^  ***»°-  wyle  ich  wyj)  him  were,  3492 

A  sholde  delyuery  me  out  of  prisoun  Wy))  strengh])e  of  hand  ou))er 

raunsoun,  Coste  hit  nojt  so  dere. 

And  therfor  am  y  bold  ynow,  By  J)is  two  skyles  pat  y  say  jow, 

To  £Eiren  on  joure  message :  3496 

For  ))03  y  be  taken  he  schel  me  jelde,  And  eke  my  sone  ys  nej  of  £lde 

To  fonge  myn  herytage." 
Th«y  all       if  Of  Bichardis  skyles  ])ay  toke  reward,  &  alle  )?anne  assentede  at 
nessche  &  hard,  ])at  Bichard  scholde  wende,  3500 

Su])))e  he  hadde  desyr  ))er-to ;  No  man  betere  mijte  it  do, 

for  he  was  triwe  &  hende. 
To  him  ])anne  saide  Duk  Boland :  **  Su))))en  ])ow  wilt  pus  take  an  hand, 

pja  o))  ])oy  schalt  ous  ^  make,         3504 
pai  ^u  ne  schalt  spare  nyjt  ne  day  Til  ))oy  ha  don  pj  iomay, 

Bot  fov  be  ded  or  take." 
[iMf  48k  bk]  IT  Bichard  hit  grauntej)  wtt^^ute  let,  And  sone  ^e  relyqes  wem  y-fet, 

&  Bi[chard]  swer  his  oJ>.*  3608 

ud  M«rait    fan  J)ay  be-speken  how  he  myjt  Slejlych  a-scape  out  of  pe  syjt, 
g^jjjv  pat  pQ  Sarsyns  ne  dud  him  lof  .* 

If  Bichard  hym-self  sayde  Jwn :  "  pe  beete  red  ys  J)at  y  can, 

)?at  we  be  on  armee  dijte,  3512 

^  06halt[her]        '  [&  he  swor  at  hare  deays].        *  [of  bure  enymys]. 
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&  to-mor^e  on  ]>e  spryng^  of  fe  day  Eaene  to  fe  pauylloims  take  pe  wa^  RtdMrd 


_  _  ithal 

As  we  wolde  ^te,  SS^dSk* 

&  wanne  we  come))  among  hem  ^are,  300  scliolle])  jeue  bent  strokes  sare,  u^*b£J£^ 

&  sodeynljch  falle  hem  on.  3516 

fe  wyle  faj  entendia]?  to  jowward  Y  schal  take  out  to  anojier  paid    «j^  > 


&  prykie  fro  hem^  anon :  itoaioffin 


while  be  wiU 
■teal  off  ia 
tbeoUier 

And  f 6  wile  ^e  fijtej)  w»t7e  fat  host  y  schal  hen  a-passed  al  fat  cost,    **««**<»• 

&  al  out  of  hure  si^te ;  3529 

&  ])an  serial  y  holds  my  iomee,  pQ  wayes  y  knows  of  }e  oontrey 

ho])e  he  day  and  ni^te. 
And  so  )>at  god  me  graunty  grace,  )>e  hrigge  of  Mantrihle  saf  to  pace, 

Wher-of  ys  most  my  drede,^  3524 

]>an  schulle  ^q  he  wel  certayn  pat  y  schel  hrynge  ^oy  Charlemayn^ 

To  socurry  jow  on  fys  nede." 
IT  For  pyte  ])an  wepte  3ong  &  olde,  pe  wyle  pat  Eic[hard]  ya  tale  tolde, 

of  hem  fay  wem  wel  fayne.  3528 

To  ihem  crist  fay  gu^me  to  praye  Scholde  sped  hym  wel  on  his  iomaye. 

An  send  him  saf  i^ayne. 
fan  Bi[chard]  araid  hem  al  fat  day,  On  f e  mor3enyng  to  wende  is 
way,  Wa^me  f  e  day  hym  sprunge.*        3532 

IT  Duk  Eoland  &  Erld  Olyuer,  f ilke  ni^t  kepte  fe  wacche  per 

Til  f  e  larke  sunge.^ 
By  fat  wem  fay  alle  y-dyjt,  And  wel  araid  in  armis  hri3t^  in  the 

To  horce  fan  wente  fay  holde.       3536  JJ'iJJ^ 
Bot  wan  fay  wiste  how  it  stod,  Clene  f anne  fay  t^mde  hure  mod, 

hure  purpos  fay  my3t  no3t  holds. 
For  fe  Amyral  was  y-come  wtt^oute  And  had  he-set  f  e  hrigge  ahoute  Jj*  J^JL 

With  strengf  e  and  wit^  gynne ;    3540  ^!^^ 
And  had  ordeynt  him  fer  to  lyn  Wif  .xxx**.  f ousant  of  Sarajyn         5^»««* 

To  holde  hymen  f  0  wM-inne. 
%  Wan  fay  knewe  al  fat  cas,  Sory  ynow  hure  euarech  was,  [Utf  <a 

fan  nyste  fay  wat  do  more ;  3544 

Bote  stahlede  hure  stedes  yp  a3eyn,  And  in-to  f e  paleys  fan  tomde 
ageyn  &  kepte  hem-selue  fore. 

*  k  [erlioh  in]  |>e  8pi7ng[g7ng].  •  [a-way  tram  hymen]. 

'  [hwych  ys  wd  muohe  to  drede].  * — *  [spronge]  ^  [aooge]. 
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fannQ  dude  ))us  barouns  of  honour  Holde  hem  so  wy])-iniie  pe  tour, 

Y-armed  as  fai  were.  3548 

Ke*tow«  *  ^^*  ^^®®  ^^J®  ^yj*  ^  ^*y  f*^  ^^^^  by-fore  pe  jeate  lay, 
®''**^-  &  kept  hem  wM-inne  fere. 

One  day  the   IT  fan  fel  })ar-after  as  it  be  scholde,  Oppon  a  fair  day  fat  fe  A[myral] 
hawking,  wolde  To  J)e  ryuer  an  haukyng  fare ;        3562 

He  takej)  wif  him  his  grete  barouns,  fat  host  he  lefte  ate  pauyllou7is 

f  e  assege  to  kepe  thare. 
He  made  him  murie  al  f  ilke  day,  For  vilentyne  he  fond  ynow  &  play 

On  ryuer  and  on  lake.  3556 

To  ys  host  a  droj  hym  a3en  pe  nyjt.  Glad  in  herte,  &  murye,  and  lyjt, 

for  f  e  game  he  haf  y-take. 
•o^ no      fat  nyjt  as  it  f ul  by  cas,  f e  brigge-warde  f or-^ete  was, 

f  orw^  mur3f  e  of  ys  play.  3560 

The  French    f  ys  barons  were  ful  sone  i-d^jt,  &  out  ate  jeate  fey  rydef  ryjt, 

In  f  e  sprynggyng  of  f  e  day ; 
By  fat  f e  Amyrel  was  aryse,  And  cryede  faste  to  alle  hyse, 

fat  fay  scholde  hem  di3te,  3564 

&  let  hem  spede  for  his  honour,  &  go  to  f  e  briggewarde  of  f  e  tour 

fat  was  for-3yte  fat  ni3te. 
IT  Sone  fer-after  wtt^inne  a  frowe,  fe  Sara3yiis  by-gunne  homes 
blowe,  &  dude  on  hur  armes  faste ;  3568 

attack  the     Ac  er  fay  wem  03t  helf  y-dy3t,  f us  barons  come  oppon  hem  ry3t, 
^^^^reoired-  ^  hymen  ascryede  an  haste. 

On  hymen  fay  gpnne  to  falle  anon.  And  delte  strokes  ful  god  won, 

Wyf  swerdes  sherpe  ygronde.        3672 
and  km        "Wei  iy .  hundred  fay  habbef  a-slawe,  &  y-bro3t  of  lyues  dawe 

of  sarsyns  wyf-inne  a  stonde. 
IT  Sone  far  come  a3en  hem  route  xxx.  f ousant  of  Sarasyns  proute, 

Araid  f  o  for  to  fi3te.  3576 

f  e  frensche  f  anne  hem  dro3e  apart.  And  made  a  bekenynge  to  Bichard, 

To  take  ys  way  forf  ri3te. 
[leaf  47,  bk]  IT  Ri[chard]  tok  leue  &  rod  a-way.   K'ow  god  him  helpe  fat  best  may  ! 
•eteee  the  fay  by-tok  him  god  almy3te.  3580 

"^^^^'■^*     &  sone  fer-after  fay  gunne  wit/i-dK^e,  Lytel  &  lytel  as  fay  mawe 
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Of  Ejchard  haue  a  s^te. 
pe  Sai^yns  come])  after  lepe^,  Al  so  harde  as  jyaj  mowe  lepe, 

To  slen  hem  fej  wolde  be  fayn.     3584 
Ac  a  litel  bj-fore  fe  castel  jeate,  Wei  1163  pe  brigge  fat  lay  fer-aXe, 

fjB  lordes  tomde  ajajn ; 
&  pan  pAj  by-gpinne  a^en  hem  fi^te,  With  sherpe  swerdes  j-bomsched 
bri^te,  &  mad  hem  many  a  wonde,  3588 

&  layde  hem  an  .  bo^  bak  &  syde,  &  wttZt  strengj^e  of  strokes  ^at 

wer  ounride  ]>ay  slowe  hem  donn  to  gronde. 

^ar  hadde  J)e  Saia^yns  ynle  grace,  For  of  dede  men  lay  fold  pe  place, 

&  popre^  by-gunne  to  fle.  3592 

^an  weie  pe  ^eates  y-opened  wyde,  pe  frensche  men  hadde  pe  betre  syde,  The  French 

&  tomd  hem  to  pe  towr  aje.  Suuhi'**ate 

pe  jeates  sehutte  Duk  Naymoun,  &  Ogier  let  pe  brigge  adorns ; 

&  wan  al  was  faste  y-sperde,  3596 

An  he)  ))an  wente  ^  barouns  stout,  And  at  pe  wyndowe  loked  out  and  watdi 

By  Kichard  how  it  ferde.  *»»•  c*^«- 

IT  paxL  sejen  alle  ^ys  barouns  ^at  he  was  passed  pe  pauyUoTzs, 

By  a  fer  contraye.  3600 

jeme  ^an  prayed  hy  to  god  Al  on,  pat  day  to  kepe  him  from  ys  fon 

&  spede  hym  in  is  waye. 
IT  Wan  Bi[chard]  was  so  fer  a-past,  pan  was  he  no))yng  agast 

Of  pat  host  be-hynde,  3604 

Ac  sone  per-after,  as  y  schal  rede,  Sykerly  wende  he  to  han  be  dede, 

nad  he  non  oper  mynde. 
IT  Kichard  prykede  for])  an  haste,  Ase  harde  as  he  may  |iraste,  Slt^^''  ^ 

nowar  he  ne  abidej ;  3608  ~"» 

Bot  euere  he  pryke^  on  ys  way,  Ne  spare])  he  mounteyne  ne  valay, 

Bot  prykyng  forf^  he  rydef. 
IT  As  he  was  prykyng  ouer  an  hul  A  wykked  cas  per  him  byful,         ^HTA**^ 

ys  sted  wax  al  ateynte :  3612 

Wan  pe  duk  ynsaw  ^at  cas,  A  wrong  his^  handes  &  said,  ''alas  I ** 

&  to  god  he  made  is  pleynte. 
**  Iheen  lord,**  ^  saide  he,  "  ^at  syttest  on  ^y  maieste,  CImT  48] 

And  seest  bo])e  fer  &  hende ;         3616 
*  rape  ottered  to  repe.        *  &  o|>re.        •  Bot  [refinyiig  eo],        *  MS.  is  hia. 
PBBUMBRAS.  I 
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Sane  me  ^if  pj  wiUe  be,  ^at  no  Sarajyn  haue  poste 

pjB  day  me  to  schende. 
As  wys  as  y  nojyng  her  ne  craue,  Bote  f ayne  y  wolde  my  f elawe  saue, 

After  our  commun  deuys.  3620 

As  y  am  to  hem  treuje  yplijt  Charpes]  to  brynge  Jider  rijt, 

To  distruye  Jyn  enymys." 

Wjp  ys  rijt  bond  a  blessid  him  fan,  And  prykej  ys  stede  &  forj  he 

nam  Agayn  pe  hulle  an  he3e.  3624 

£^  li"*  ^y  J^*  f®  Sonne  hure  bii3te  schon,  &  Eichard  was  no3t  so  feired  ys  fon, 

'***°^»'  pat  by  hym  J>o  ne  se^e. 

gjji  Brayi-    IT  Bruyllant,  Je  kyng  of  mountmyrre,  Toward  fe  montaynes  lokede  he, 

**'™*  &  aparceuede  hym  sone  Jas.  3628 

To  kyng  Claiyoun  fat  stod  him  by,  hwych  was  J>e  Amerel  ys  cosyn  ny, 

f  anne  he  tolde  fat  cas : 
"  Sire,"  said  he, "  be  seynt  Mahoun,  jonder  out  rydef  a  bold  baroun ; 

To  Charpes]  he  ys  y-sent  3632 

by  fys  maufesours  of  J>e  tour  hem  to  fette  to  hure  socour, 

far  for  ys  he  went.** 
IF  Wanne  f  e  kyng  hym  vnderstod,  His  herte  wax  angiy  &  f  ul  of  mod, 

&  was  ful  heghe  y-py^t :  3636 

^Tonannt  His  aimes  he  askede  anon  wit^  cry,  &  by  were  bro^t  wel  hastely, 

&  sone  fan  was  he  dyjt : 
&  fan  him  was  brojt  ys  gode  stede,  f e  beste  fole  fan  man  mijt  fede, 

&  sone  he  him  be-strod ;  3640 

On  hym  mijt  he  on  somers  day  Prikea  an  hundred  myle  of  way, 

Rennyng  euery  fot 
Mid  parauM  Ys  scheld  fan  heng  he  aboute  ys  swyre,  And  forf  he  piykede  with 
gret  yre  After  duk  Eychard.  3644 

i  80,000    After  hym  folwede  &  schoke  host  xxx^  f owsant  on  an  host, 

y-Armed  with  scherp  &  hard. 
God  of  heuene  Hychard  kepe !  After  him  prykef  al  f  e  hepe, 

To  slen  him  fay  ban  hem  tyjt       3648 
Ac  f e  kyng  hem  passede  witA-inne  a  wyle,  Fom  hem  fe  mountance 
of  two  myle,  So  be^e  is  herte  was  pi3t 

Biciurd        IF  Ri[chard]  forthward  prikede  vaste  Al  the  wyle  fat  hors  mi3t  laste, 

Ne  sparef  he  him  no  fyng.  3652 
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IT  Ac  a  tomdem  wM-inne  a  tvde,  And  banne  y-saw  he.  war  com  ride  [teaf  la.  bkj 

'  sees  the 

Claryouw  Je  stttrne  kyng,  Sd**wm '*'' 

&  fer  after  hym  }e  greie  route  pai  helede  )>e  contre  al  aboute, 

So  huge  was  fai  meygny.  3656 

Ac  ^e .  A[iiierel]  cosyn,  Claiioun  ^  kyng,  Come^  by-fore  faste  brochyng,  cuHon  in 

On  ys  stede  of  Araby. 
Of  quente  entaile  was  is  stede,  Al  y-fracled  wyj  whit  &  rede,  Siedf ****** 

ys  tayl  was  blak  so  cole ;  3660 

ne  saw  he  neuere  be-fore  pat  day  Hert  ne  hare  so  renne  a-way,  fdSJ**^ "" 

So  dude  pat  iantail  fole. 
]>e  sadel  |iat  fo  was  him  oppon  With  gold  was  fret  &  pretious  ston,    hu  acooair«- 

&  pQ  hameys  was  of  golds.  3664  ^Slh^"^ 

Brydel  &  paytrel  &  al  |>e  gere  WiJ>  fyn  gold  y-hameysed  were, 

Purtreyd  ri3t  ase  he  wolde. 
^  ^e  Sarasyn  pat  opon  him  set  After  Eichard  prikede  ket, 

Sittynge  on  pat  stede ;  3668 

^t  hors  was  swyf t  &  ran  awaye,  and  faste  gan  neye  and  loude  braye, 

Al-gate  ase  a  ^ede : 
And  nojt  for  ^t  a  go]>  so  feist  psX  Eichard  ys  a-take  ate  last, 

&  fe  kyng  him  gan  ascrye,  3672 

And  saide — **  abid  &  torn  to  me,  Ferber-more  schalt  bou  noat  fle,       He  <»\u  <m 

her  rijt  schalt  J>ov  dye.  ***^ 

What  wendest  ^ou,  false  feloun,  Bere  pj  message  to  Charloun, 

Socour  of  hym  to  hane  1  3676 

y  make  auow  to  seynt  Mahoun,  pcm  bryngest  neuer  eft  til  him  resoun, 

Me  self  schal  be  Jy  bane.*' 
irWan  Eichard  J>e  Sarajyn vnderstod,  forw-out  ys  body sturede  ys  blod,  Wchard 

&  to  him  gan  he  saye :  3680  ffi^**  ^' 

"  y  praye  fe,  Sire,  chaunge  thy  mod,  y  ne  dude  J>e  neuere  herm  ne  god, 

let  me  no3t  of  my  waye. 
Lef  now,  syre,  as  pow  art  free,  And  let  me  ban  non  harm  of  ]w, 

&  eft  it  schel  be  ^olde."  3684 

'•  By  Mahoun,"  saide  J>e  kyng  a^ee,  "  y  nolde  J>e  lete  lyues  bee 

for  a  )>ousend  pouTid  of  golde  '^ 
A  ridej  to  Eichard  wyf  a  spere,  &  fynkej  him  forj  fat  body  bere, 

&  on  f  e  scheld  hym  smot ;  .  3688 

I    2 
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curion        )K)i;-out  js  BchdLd  &  is  habieioun,  Plates,  &  iakke  &  ioupoofiy 
»»'«•»»*•»<>'  J>oi5-out  al  it  jot. 

[iMf  481     By-Twene  ys  scherte  &  is  syde  Passe))  ]>e  dent  of  )>at  sper  omi-iyde, 
•**>^  Of  ys  skyn  a  litel  hit  nam.  3692 

Richard  gan  grope  to  pat  gexse.  And  wan  he  felede  hit  was  no  werse, 

god  he  jTankede  ])an. 
IT  Ac  wan  }e  duk  y-sej  ys  blod,  £gre  he  wax  &  hej  of  mod, 

&  til  pe  kyng  a  wond,  3696 

Bichard       &  smot  hjm  GEL  ]>o  helm  aboye,  &  po^t  is  hed  han  to-oloye 

Sli  hSS.  ^yf  y^  «^®  ^"^^^ ' 

Ac  >e  helm  was  so  hard  y-wiojt,  faX  he  mijt  entamy  hm  nojty 

WyJ>  no  dynt  of  swerde.  3700 

Ac  wan  Bic[h]ar<}  ^t  vnderstent,  Sone  s^af  hytn  anoj^er  dent, 

And  on  )>e  nekke  him  garde, 
He  M^ere  ui  And  smot  hem  fan  wiih  such  an  yre,  ^at  helm  &  heued  wy])  al  )>e  atyra 
•hJ«w2S.  In-to  fe  feld  it  flej,  3704 

dinoOTinu.    ^t  body  a  putte  a-doun  god  spede,  &  lefbe  his  hors  and  tok  pat  stede^ 

hS!7wn  ^!'*  ^  ^®P®J  ^^  ^^^'^  ^  ^^• 

IF  Now  ne  dar  he  noj^yng  diede  Of  J)at  hyndere  falurede^ 

^t  come)i  after  gon ;  3708 

for  conquered  he  hauej?  a  stede,  Ne  sa,w  he  neoare  no  such  at  nede^ 

To  sane  him  fram  ys  fon. 

])an  lokede  he  on  hym  pa%  was  hys,  For  }at  stede  fol  wo  hym  ys, 

and  saide  ])anne  on  is  speche :        3712 

"  now  Haue  gode  .  my  gode  morel,  On  many  a  stonr  fon  hast  Bermd^ 

me  wel,  Crist  ich  pe  by-teche ! 

And  god  jut,  if  fj  wille  beo,  Send  me  grace  pat  y  mote  pe  seo, 

On  crysten  mawnes  welde."  3716 

With  paX  he  pryke]?  for])  on  ys  way,  &  ))at  host  comp]>  after  with  gr^ 

efiBray,  To  encombry  hem  on  pe  felde. 

The  swaoens  If  Ac  as  ^  Sars3ms  prykede  faste  ])ay  fowtde  hure  lord  )>ar  ate  laste ; 

j^^  His  hed  lay  on  a  forwe,  3720 

ys  body  was  tomd  ouer-thwart  p^  way.  Fro  pat  heued  ten  yet  from  hyt 

lay ;  ^an  made  ^y  muche  sorwe. 

Th«y  iam«it  Wan  fay  sejen  hym  so  by-stad  AUe  J>ay  waxen  sore  of-drad, 

An[d]  giume  him  sore  be-mene.      3724 
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Ferrer  ne  diaste  ^aj  no3t  for  fere.  Bote  a-lijte  & wronge  hare  handes  pete, 

Aud  saide,  **  alas ! "  for  tene. 
"  Alas,"  faj  sajde,  **  why  wolde  he  so  Hym-seLf  allone  pus  fonde  js  fo, 

Wtt^ute  ous  pat  with  hym  werel" 
Richardis  stede  Jeanne  J>ay  saye  Bennyngge  a-streyey  ^r  on  Jkj  waye,   Th^tiyt© 

To  take  him  fan  fojte  fay  J>ere.  S^** 

f  fan  fay  be-trappede  hym  alle  aboute,  Ac  for  non  hem  witA-oute  doute  DMfM.iMtck] 

ne  wil  he  nojt  be  caujte :  3732 

Wan  any  of  hem  fat  hors  cam  ne^,  A  caste  be-hynde  &  arered  an  he^, 

And  fulde  al  fat  a  raujte. 
Fyfty  stedee  ardonn  a  folde^  &  ten  fer-of  to  def e  a  kulde,  toL^onhlir 

On  fat  same  out-rage.  3736  2^*"** 

fe  stede  fan  tomde  him  as  he  cam  To  f e  tour  of  Egrymoygne  fan 

way  a  nam,  Mangre  hare  yysage. 

IT  Wanne  a  cam  fe  panylons  nej,  fe  Amyrel  wel  sone  him  of-s^,        SSr^thSk? 

&  sayde  fan  on  his  sawe,  3740  Sjn  wSilT 

&  swer  til  hem  fat  stode  him  by,  fat  Clarioun  his  cosyn  sykerly 

fe  messager  had  a-slawe : 
**  Wel  certeyn  am  y  f  ar-o^"  he  sede,  **  Lo  !  whar  jond  comef  ys  stede ; 

Let  take  hym  ich  jow  praye."        3744 
fanne  Sarsyns  nrnne  aboute  him  faste,  Ac  wan  fay  se^e  how  he  gan^ 

caste,  fay  let  hym  gon  ys  waye ; 

forw-out  fat  host  fe  stede  him  ran  Al  rijt  to  pe  tow  fat  he  com  fram,  Th«  hor»» 

&  at  fe  jeate  a  stente.  3748  ^^^* 

fe  lordes  fat  on  f e  tonre  were  Wan  fay  seje  hym  fay  hadden  fere, 

&  sone  a-doun  fay  wente : 
fe  brigge'  was  sone  y-lete  adoun,  fe  jato  openede  dnk  Neymonn,        NijroMieu 

Ogier  tok  in  f  e  stede.  3752 

&  wan  fay  had  mad  fast  abonte  &  y-stablyd  f e  stede,  fan  al  pe  route 

Sore  fay  gunne  hem  drede. 
For  ech  of  hem  wende  on  is  part  f  e  Sarsyns  had  sleyn  duk  Eichart.  Tht  Frtnch 

fey  swere  by  Peter  &  paule  i     .     3756  g^^f 
fat  by  hys  stede  fay  knewe  fat  cas,  Warfor  fay  prayde  god  kyng  of  gras 

haue  mercy  of  is  saule. 
II  Wan  fat  Flo[rippe]  y-saw  hem  wepe,  Gy,  hure  lemman,  &  al  f e  hepe, 
*  gan  [to]  ;  th^  to  imerUd^  hut  ero$$ed  ihrou{fh,      *  fe  [^te  dni^t]  brlgge. 
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In  herte  hur  gan  to  greue.  3760 

of  wepyng  ne  mi^t  sche  abstene  hur'  1103 1,  Til  euerech  fayre  sche  J>an 

by-so3t,  fat  nycete  for  to  leue  : 

Fioripat  tries  "  Lordes,"  sche  saide,  "  leuej)  al  fys,  Ther  is  non  of  30 w  fat  wot  to 

thwtt.  wys.  Wather  he  ys  quyke  or  ded.^  3764 

f er-for  letef  al  ^our  momynge  For  30  hyre  betere  tydyng, 

&  ffT-to  y  leye  myn  bed."* 
IF  ftisFloripe,fatinaydeof  gret  honour,  Confortede  febarounsonfetour 

With  bure  wordes  gode :  3768 

CiMfso]     Hure  wordes  lekedem  euercbon,  &  fro  fanne  fay  buf  an-be3  agon 

&  to  a  wyndowe  fan  fay  3eode ; 
F«jm  ■  j^^    IT  As  fay  were  thar  &  loked  out,  fay  sawe  fanne  come  at  0  rout 
^^  fe  Sarsyns  faste  ride,  3772 

fat  hadde  y-chaced  Richard  doun,  Wan  he  aslow  kyng  Claryoun, 

fat  was  so  ful  of  pryde^ 
bMrine         fat  body  fay  bro3te  among  hem  fo,  &  Sar3yns  wente  to  &  fit), 
ci*rion  And  made  a  wonder  deel.  3776 

to  BaUn't      fat  body  forf  f ai  bryngef  so,  &  euene^  to  fe  pauyllouws  fay  guwne  go, 

&  metef  vrith  y  Amyrel. 
IF  "What  how  now,"  saide  he  fan,  "Haf  Clarioun  my  cosyn  aslawe 
f*  mani  fe  messager  ys  he  ded?"  3780 

"  Nay,"  quaf  on,  "  fe  deuel  liim  drawe,  For  he  haf  my  lord  a-slawe, 

lo,  her  ys  body  and  bed  ! " 
Wan  fe  Amyral  hym  ded  y-se3,  Sorwe  3ede  ys  herte  ne3, 

&  angry  ynow  he  was  :  3784: 

Tiie  Emir      Jour  sithes  he  ful  a-doun  y-sowe,  &  of  re  dules  made  ynowe, 
'••"'^  &  ofte  cryede,  '*  Alas  ! " 

**  Alas,"  said  he,  "  my  cosyn  dere,  Al  my  confort  for-sof  f ow  were. 

Wo  ys  me  for  fy  sake  !  3788 

For  f  ow  were  euere  god  &  kende,  Y  praye  to  Mahoun,  as  he  ys  hende, 

fat  he  f y  saule  take." 
f e  Sara3yns  fat  fanne  aboute  hym  were  A  gret  dul  fay  made  there. 

For  fat  kyngis  def .  3792 

*  Watber  he  ys  ded  [or  quyke]. 

'  [Tellen  more  sykerk^].     (About  20  other  lines  Id  this  page  have  he&Ok 
rewritten.)  'MS.  eueuene. 
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fan  stode  Jus  barouns  of  honour,  &  lokede  fyderward  out  of  Jje  tour, 

&  al  f ys  hyiej  &  seef. 
%  Eolond  askede  J>an  f ul  rijt,  Of  fat  burde  fair  &  bri^t,  Jlto  nSf* 

Yf  sche  cou))e  bym  telle,  3796 

Wbar-f or  was  mad  fat  gret  momyng  Amonges  f  e  Sarajyns  olde  &  jyng,  ^^^ »» 

As  by  far  herdeu  alle. 
IT  Florippe  ansuerede  &  sayde,  "  3ys,  Y  can  jow  sayn  wel  why  it  ys,  shtuikhim. 

war-for  y  am  wel  fawe :  3800 

Certys  al  ys  for  Clarioun  kyng,  fat  was  my  fadres  owe  derlyng, 

fat  Eycbard  hauef  a-slawe. 
He  was  a  noble  werreour,  Of  al  hef  enisse  was  he  flour. 

Me  nyste  nowar  ys  pere.  3804 

Certis  now  waxef  30ur  honour,  He  was  my  fadres  beste  socour, 

&  ys  cosyn  dere. 
IT  Whar-for  now  buf  alle  glad,  Ri[chard]  ys  lyues,  buf  no3t  a-drad,    ne*fw.b«*] 

And  haf  y-don  f  ys  dede ;  3808 

Conquerid  haf  he  of  kyng  Claryoun,  An  hors  fat  is  worf  many  a  toun, 

No-war  nys  such  a  stede." 
Wanne  sche  hauef  hure  tale  y-tolde,  fan  gunne  f aye  alle  waxe  bolde, 

fat  wem  fo  on  fe  tour.  3812 

Olyuer  sayde  to  fe  company :  "  Now  mowe  we  beo  f*  more  hardy 

To  byden  her  socour." 
And  alle  fan  f ankede  god  almyjt,  fat  Eycbard  was  fat  day  so  wy^t,  "^^ .•" 

fat  do3ty  kyng  to  slee,  3816 

And  prayede  god,  fe  he3e  iustys,  Scholde  scheld  him  fram  ys  enymys, 

&  send  hym  saf  A^ee. 

RYchard  hym  prykef  on  ys  way,  Ne  sparef  he  hulle  ne  valay, 
Bot  al-way  ry3d  prikyng.  3820 

Conquered  had  he  such  a  stede,  fat  of  ys  trauayl  ne  dof  he 
drede  How  fer  a-go  rennyng. 

fe  Ameral  fanne  f ul  angry  was.  He  clepede  til  hym  Malyngryas,         Balm  orden 

fat  was  ys  Messager,  3824  IiJ,^^togo 

And  saide  to  hym, "  beo  wys  &  snel.  And  tak  f  e  dromodarye  fat  gof  wel, 

&  grayf  e  f  e  on  f  y  ger ; 
To  Mantrible  anon  most  f ou  fare,  Quikly  loke  fat  f ou  be  fare,  SliSJiw* 

As  swyfe  as  he  may  gon.  3828 
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^yn  spores  loke  J^at  p<m  ne  spare,  ]>e  dromedary  ys  swifter  ^an  fe  hare, 

He  brynge])  J^e  ^ar  anon. 
w^aittUou    &  go  to  Agolafre,  ]>e  Briggeward,  And  aske  of  hym  on  my  part^ 
^;;^^^*-  Why  he  dude  so  iUe,  3832 

To  lete  passye  J)e  Messagers  j)at  holde])  my  tour  &  my  do3tre  fers, 

Al  agayn  my  wille.  \ 

If  y  may  lyue,  by  myn  heued,  Hym  schel  beo  betre  han  y-leueo^ 

for  Jat  was  folye  gret.  3836 

Tel  hym  al-so  al  fai  cas  Of  Clarioun  fat  my  neaewe  was, 

In  wat  manure  he  is  ded, 
&  how  A  Messager  ha]?  hym  slayn  pat  ^  wende^  to  fecche^  Charlemayn, 

if  he  may  pasye  there ;  3840 

^&  ys  y-sent  by  )ms  glotouns  Charlis  to  fecche  &  his  barouns, 

To  schende  ous  alle  here. 
CiMf  51]     For  if  he  J)e  Messager  ^lete^  pace,^  Charlis  ^wol  me  of  londe  chace,^ 

&  brynge  ous  alle  ful  lowe.  3844 

not  to  let  uiy  Thar-foT  Say  him  j^at  he  be-war,  And  lete  noman  pacye  thar, 
tbe  bridgJT  ^te  if  he  be  knowe. 

^And^  if  ^  come^  any  ounknowed^  man,  Sone  ^at  he  ben  take  ^an,^ 

&  hyder  to  me  y-send.®  3848 

Say  hym  on  payne  of  ys  heued,  pat  Jys  J>yng  beo  nojt  be-leued, 

As  he  ne  wil  be  y-schend." 
IT  "  Syre,"  sayde  fe  Messager,  "  Sone  certis  y  wil  be  ther, 

&  speke  vrip  agolofre,  3852 

The  met-      &  ^ovi  enuid  to  hym*  abeode :  Ac  ride  wil  y  nojt  in  thys  neode, 

he  cmn  run  y  Jjank  3OW  of  JOUT  profre. 

^^  To  renne  an  .C.  myle  on  my  fete,  Ne  schal  noman  y-se  me  swete. 

On  holle  ne  in  valay.  3856 

«— >  [wende  cute  now  to.] 
■  Added  in  the  margin  below : — 
To  Boooury  f^ys  glotouns  on  my  tour  \>ai  habe)>  y-don  me  deshonoMr 
ft  ous  to  Bohende  here. 
*-*  aver  *  thar  pase  may.'  *-*  over  *  schal  oome  on  om  torn  day.* 

*-*  altered  to  (?)  *  if  J^af  •  over  *  stronge.' 

*  over  *  War-for  in  myn  half  hat  hym  ^n.* 

'  Over  this  limoy  erossed  throvgh^  u  '  )«t  he  be  sone  y-take,*  and  under* 
neath  u  *  to  passe  f^at  passage.' 

•  &  [to  hym]  jour  erand  [wel]. 
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Or  ^  dromedarye  scholde  be  di^t,  Y  schal  gon  on  my  fote  ly^t, 

Wei  nej  half  fe  way." 
^  Je  Messager  ys  sone  forj  afare,  &  rennej  swyfter  ^an  pe  hare ;        h«  ■tortiMid 

Rychard  he  haj>  of-take.  3860  ^^ 

Malyngryas  him  drew  arpart,  &  Jus  ascryede  far  duk  Richard, 

**  Jow  schelt  no^t  ous  a-scape." 
&  forf  he  rennef  al  so  swyf t>  As  foul  ])at  fle])  on  )k)  lif t>  p^m  him, 

Mantribpje  til  he  cam  to.  3864 

&  fan  to  ])e  brigge  tok  he  ys  pas,  Strait  to  fe  brigge-ward  )>ar  a  was, 

On  y  brigge  stondynge  J>o. 
if  Wanne  he  affom  him  was  y-come,  Ys  erande  abed  he  al  &  some,     fnd  deiirert 

hw  in*«M<Mk 


Ri^t  as  y  schal  30W  saye^ .  3868  ^  ^s^^^ 

"  J>e  Ameral  me  hanaf  to  J>e  y-sent,  To  wyte  what  was  J>yn  entent 

To  don  hym  such  aflfraye,* 
}e  messagers  for  to  leten  y  brigge  paoe,^  ]>at  Charlys  sente  by  manace,^ 

^Hyderward  hym^  to  scaj>e ;  3872 

fat  ban  wtt^  strengthe  conquerd  is  tour,  And  holdef  ys  do^tere  wif 

deshononr,  &  hermyef  hem  late  &  rathe. 

IT  And  now  compf  on  of  hem  prykyng,  Fram  f  e  othre  y-sent  to 
Charlt9  kyng,  &  ys  by-stole  awaye.  3876 

By  Mahoun,  pautener,  fe  tyd  abigge,^  For^  J>ay  passede  so  fe  brigge*: 

He  sent  ]>e  so  to  saye. 
For  Clarioun  ^pe  kyng*  he  hauef  a-slawe  And  y-take  ys  stede  a^en 
fe  lawe,^*  hys  better  nys  nowar  non.  3880 

Toward  Charl[es]  wolde  he  wende.  And  bryng  hym  hider  my  lord  to  ci«iif6i,b«sk] 

schende,  And  to  distruye  ous  ecchon. 

Wharf  or  pe  Amerel  ys  wonder  wrof,  &  by  Mapioun]  haf  sworn  ys  of, 

&  f  ow  him  lete  pace,  3884 

Whar  f OY  beo  foonde,  fer  or  nej,  fat  f ow  schalt  be  an-honged  he^, 

fe  ty3d  non  ofer  grace." 
irWanAgolafrehaf  herd  hym  speke,Forangref  athenedrasthimwreke,  ^oufrt  is 

A  skontede  als  a  bore : —  3888  ' 

'  over  *  sigge  *.  '  over  *  To  kepe  betere  ]fu$  brigge.' 

'  '  k  whan  )k>u  letest  pace  *  wor,      *  over  *  Oharlit  messagers  with  yvUe  graoe.* 

*-*  *  ^fus  jonder  day '  over.  •  over  *  ful  wo.*  '  For  [fmi], 

■  over  ^for  )>oii  let  hem  pacy  so.*  •-•  *hys  neuew'  over, 

'*  Other  lines  added,  but  are  too  indistinct  to  make  out 
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"  Gro  out  of  my  si^t,**  to  hiw  he  sede, "  How  dost  J>ow,  harlot,  jjyn  erand 
bede  ?  .     &  seo  ^ou.  me  no  more, 

and  thnatoni  By  Mahoun,  my  lord,  Jat  sit  in  trone,  Bute  fou  fe  rathere  ben  agone, 

Myn  axe  fou  schalt  y-knowe."       3892 
Agola&e  sone  ]k>^  tok  an  horn,  &  quiklich  in-to  a  tour  he  om 

&  loude  pan  gan  he  hlowe. 
By  ])at  he  hauede  y-blowe  a  blaste,  On  fe  toun^  ])ay  bute  tabours  faste, 

&  made  noyse  horiyble.  3896 

•MM  To  armes'  Sarsyns  runne  an  haste,  &  xx.  ])ousant  sone^  per  paste 

•«»°»"'^-  of  pe  Citee  of  Mantrible. 

IT  pe  drajtbrigge  was  wel  sone  arered,  Many  a  Sai^yn  pox  was  a-stered, 

pat  Ry[chard]  wente  a3ene.'  3900 

Kow  god  of  heuene  helpe  Eychard  1  pox  mot  he  pace  ])orw  J^e  hard, 

for  he  not  wyder  fiene. 
Richard  from  As  Bi[chard]  hym  come))  on  an  hulle  an-hej,  ])at  host  of  Sarasyns  he 
^•~*»^  of-se3,  Houynge  on  a  mede,  3904 

In  armes  brijte  &  sykere  wedes,  Sittynge  vcchone  on  faire  •stedes, 

&  pan  hym  gan  a-drede. 
Ho  u  In        «  Lord,"  he  saide,  "  for  by  god-hed.  What  ys  now  my  beste  red  1 

doubt  what  '  r  J*r    o  '  ,1  *i 

^  ^'  of  blisse  y  am  al  bare :  3908 

If  y  come  among  J>ys  fered,  Wel  y  wot  y  lese  mjrn  bed ; 

Wyder-ward  may  y  fare  ? 
And  if  y  me  take  to  )>e  ryuer  ward^  ]>e  strem  ys  so  stil  &  hard,^ 

pai^  ]>er  me  tyd  adrenche :  3912 

&  if  y  to  ^e  tour  now  tome  agayn,^  ^e  sarajyns  me  woUe])  sle  certayn, 

y  not  now^®  wyder  blenche. 
Ih£^  my  lord  ful  of  myjt,  pai  al  pjn%  canst  bo))e  dele  &  di^t^ 

pyte  of  me  J>ou  haue^^  1  3916 

Oaf  Ml    Al  fat  fou  dudest  on  me  make,  ^^In-to  J>yn  hondes  ich  her  ^*  by-take 

Fram  combryment  poM  me  saue ! " 

'  MS.  )>as,  with  po  over  it,  *  [In  )>e  toune]. 

'  *arme6  [^nne].'  ^  [of  hem]  sone. 

*  f ftt  [cornel  Ry[ohard]  a^ne.  *  And  y  me  take  to  f^e  [wilde]  ryuer. 

^  [Schamlich  tyd  me  dye  ther.]  ■  [for]  )»flt. 

•  &  if  to  )>e  tour  [wolde]  tome  agayn. 

"  nojt  corrected  to  now.   . 

^  Here  follow  2  long  and  2  thort  lines,  almost  illegible, 

»«— >•  over  *  body  &  saule  ich  J>e.* 
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IT  ^n  tomde  him  Eichard  al  so  Hot,  Towmtl  fe  Hyner  pat  hi^t  Flagot,  h«  tvnu 

&  fyderward  prikef  faste.  3920  ''▼•'^j 


pe  San^jnj  of  hjm  badde  m^t.  And  ryde  after  as  foul  on  fl^t,  the 

to  taken  hjm  fay  fo^t  an  haste.^  ^**°»» 

Ac  fdrst  and  afforewaid  alle  Prykede  a  cosyn  of  pe  Amyialle,  lul^^^ 

Me  calde  Mandysee ;  3924 

Hys  hors  was  lyjt  &  faste  Jed^  And  bar  a  sterre  on  his  for-hed^^ 

A  noble  stod  was  hee. 
IT  J>e  Sarsyn  J>at*  was  ryche  &  prout,  By-fore  alle  othere  he  prykef  out, 

&  ^haue])  of  take  Eichard/  3928 

&  het  hym  abide  &  gan  to  crye,  ^*  Claryoun  ys  de])  ])oy  schalt  abye,  who<»iia  on 

Tom  to  me  coward."'  SSSl.*"*^ 

Kichard  tomde  til  hym  anon,  &  adrow  ys  swerd,  pat  hnjte  schon,      Richard 

&  gurde  him  on  fe  heued ;  3932  ^Sf^'* 

Such  a  strok  ^t  dupe  wod,  f  orw-out  helm,  heued  &  hod^ 

Al  he  haf  for-cleued. 
pe  Sarsyn  sone  fal  doun  ded,  &  Eyc[hard]  By  }>e  rayne  tok  ])at  sted, 

To  haue  him  was  hym  lef.  3936 

Til  pe  ryuer  prikede  Eicharde,  And  pe  Sar^yns  come  prykynge  after  md  bMtmw 


harde,  Cryynge— « tak  fe  fef ! "«  ?JSiedby 

IT  Now  y-come  ys  he  to  fe  rjruere,  By-syde  a  treo  &  a  stod  him  J>ere,  ^  «•»<»»»•• 


fat  water  to  by-holde,  3940 

is  saw  fe  ryuer  was  dup  &  brod,  And  ran  a-way  as  he  were  wod, 

ys  herte  gan  waxe  colde. 
IF  Eichard  tok  herte  &  fenche  gan,  fat  nedelich  a  most  entrye  fan     He  dater- 

In  &  passe  fat  ryuere,  3944  Jjj™  **»• 

Oufer  he  moste  turn  ajee,  And  fi^te  agayn  al  fat  maygne, 

fat  after  him  come  there. 
To  ihesu.  fanne  he  bad  a  bone : — **  Lord,  fat  madest  sunne,  mone, 

Lond  &  water  cler,  3948 

Kep  me  f ys  day  fram  my  fone,  &  if  y  f ys  ryuer  potte  me  one,  tnd 

f  at  y  ne  a-drenche  her  :  Jjj"*^^ 

&  such  grace  f ow  me  sende,  fat  y  may  saf  to  Charlis  wende, 

&  telle  hym  my  porpos,  3952 

*  [&  ]mxk  gan  Biobaid  haste.]  '  jede  OTid  hede  fnarked/or  correction. 

»  [for]  M.  *-♦[&•  take  fiichardoufi.]  »  [feloim.] 

•  [witA  jfret  effray]  (jthe  line  riming  with  tliit,  altered.) 
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[iaaf6i,iMok]  So  ^at  He  may  come  wjp  soconry  And  delyuery  js  baions  of  honour, 

f&i  ligge]^  among  pj  foa,*' 
^jonk-whito  %  i^ad  he  nojt  |iat  word  fill  speke,  £r  |>at  ^  cam  an  hert  for^  reke. 

As  wyt  ase  melkys  fom.  3956 

and  iwimi     Rjjt  euene  by-fore  duk  Hycbard  fat  best*  hym  wente  to  watre-ward, 

&  f ayre  by-fore  hym  swom. 
Wanne  )>e  duk  fat  wonder  y-se^,  &  f  e  sarsyns  pat  po  wer  come  wel  ne^, 

With  bost  &  noyse  gret,  3960 

Bichard       Wyf  IB  ri)t  bond  fan  blessede  he  hym.  And  f o;  fe  ryaere  were  styf 
J^yj«J»  &  giyni,  ^yf  ^of  *  ^0™  ^  *  schet ; 

tototht        Yb  stede  was  an  hors  of  prys,  &  bar  f e  knijt  at  al  dynys, 

Swywimynge  wtt^  ys  felawe.  3964 

gj|d6«       j>e  hert  fat  was  so  fair  of  sijt  Oner  f e  Ryuer  swam  ful  ri^t, 

&  Ey[chard]  dof  after-drawe. 
IF  Ys  fon  hym  fol^ede  to  fe  water  cler,  Ac  wan  fay  come  to  f e  dupe 
Ryuer,  fat  wilde  was  &  thro,  3968 

The  aujMwi  Entrye  f  anne  ne  darst  by  no^t,  For  f  e  ryuer  him  ran  so  tojt ; 

Sory  men  were  fay  fo. 
and  tarn  to    To  fe  Citec  fanne  fey  piikede  s^eyn,  &  fyndef  mandisee  fat  was 
bridge.  a^leyu,  As  3e  hurde  of  are.  3972 

fat  body  fay  lefte  stille  ligge,  &  prykede  jeme  ou^r  fe  bngge, 

To  mete  wtt^  Ry[chard]  fare. 
IT  Agolafre  wax  wonder  wrof ,  To  fe  draujtbrigge  before*  he  gof , 

&  quyclich  let  bur  doun :  3976 

**  Barouns,"  quaf  he,  **  now  prikeaf  faste,  f e  Messager  fdt  je  hadde  an 
haste,  &  slef  fat  foul  feloun." 

Thej  hnny    fan  mi^to  men  many  Sarsynj  seen  Ouer  fe  brigge  an-horce  fleen, 

overihe  «/Nri/v 

bridge.  pnkyng  as  fay  wer  wod ;  3980 

By  fat  was  Richard  f e  lyuer  past,  And  prykef  hym  fram  ys  fon  an 
hast.  As  ys  nede  by-stod. 

Nad  he  no;t  pnked  of  fat  contray,  Fro  fe  lyuere  a  myle  way, 

£r  he  a-li^te  a-doun.  3984 

BiohaM  eeee  fan  saw  he  comyuge  on  o  yalay  fat  host  of  Saraiyns  fe  hoi  aray 

them  coming,  »t    ^-^ 

To  take  hew'  were  fay  boun. 

»  [pe  hert]  •  [gone.] 

*  hf  aU&redtoh^t 
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Hastelich  i^en  on  jb  stede  he  wond,  fe  stenede  he  take])  on  ys  hond, 

&  lete]^  hem  ho]>e  renne.  3988 

He  pryke^  hem  fatf  wy^  such  an  eyr,  pai  at  eiMry  stape  spiong  out    ciMf  u] 

pat  fyr,  ^ot  ^y  made  panne, 

pe  San^yns  prykede  after  &ste,  Ac  al  hoie  trauail  a-way  ^y  caste,    ^<^^*<^ 

For  he  passede  hare  si^t.  3992 

&  wan  paj  s^e  it  nolde  nojt  he,  Wro^  &  sory  ^y  tomde  i^ee. 

As  ^ay  come  f ul  rijt. 
nr      For^  ^anne  rids]^  Eychardoun,  Stouteliche  as  a  bold  harooBy 
I  ne  doute])  he  for  no  man^  3996 

I        Prykynge  oner  hulle  &  pleyn.  Til  he  cam  to  Gharlemeyn, 

L 


■topstUlh* 

neoere  ne  astente  he  Jan.  SSSL-** 

£te  we  Richard  of  Nonnaondy  Prykye  forthwaid  on  ys  wey,  '"■'^^ 


&  of  Charjlis]  y  wol  joy  telle,       4000 
^t  lyp  at  Morymond  wttA  ys  baronSj  Wei  y-loged  ther  on 
pauyllooBS ;         now  lystej  to  pia  spelle. 

Muche  hym  awondre)>  Charlys  kyng  ^t  he  ne  hurej  no  tydyng         ch!!ril!!'^ 

of  his  barouns  hende,  4004  1^^^  J^* 

hwychehehadto  >e  Ameral  sent;  Foor hymen  yshe  in  gret  torment,  kiS^f  ^ 

Sorwe  hym  gan  betrende.    - 
f  Charlys  dypede  ys  barouns,  And  schewe J  til  hymen  ys  rescms        JJ^^  * 

On  pia  manere  &  sede :  4008 

^Lordes,*^  said  he,  ^me  ys  fed  wo  ])at  my  doJ|>eper8  buj  Jns  a-go, 

y  drede  lest  pay  be  dede. 
If  paj  lynede^  y  wot  to  wysse  Of  hem  y  scholde  ha  herd  or  Jysse, 

&  now  y  ha  lost  hem  so.  4012 

Alas  pat  enere  y  saw  ^  day  I  pa  floor  of  chyualrye  ys  away, 

&  my  worschip  is  Srgo ! 
fityne  y  wolda  pa  eroone  op-jelde^  Her  by^fore  )ow  on  thys  felde» 

ne  kep  y  hnie  here  nomare."  4016 

'Wjp  )>at  A  wepte  wyj  is  e^en,  &  wan  pa  frensche  hit  herde  &  s^en,  Th^an 

Wei  sory  ys  f rendes  ware.  ">•  knighu 

%  Gweynes  ys  traytoor  ^t  pax  was  )k>,  Wanne  he  herde  hym  speke  se  MT^owoiy. 

On  herte  him  leked  pat  cas :  4020  ^^* 

'  If  |»ay  [were  Ijaes]. 
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Of  ys  aorwe  a  was  ful  fayn,  And  of  Je  barouna  pat  scholde  be  slayii^ 

Glad  ynow  a  was. 
chliiSto*   ^^^  f®  ^y^8  i-come  ys  lie  &  sayde,  " Charlis,^  now  herkne  me, 

&  do  by  my  saying :  4024 

[laaf 6s,tMdc]  ^yn  host  lij)  kei  ful  yuele  aiaid,  And  holde])  hym  fol  yule  apaid 

Of  J)y  longe  bydyng. 
jettre  to       Let  awamye  fyn  barouns  J>at  fay  don  vp  hure  pauyllouns, 

Eu^ech  on  ys  side,  4028 

bwauM        And  trassyam  lis  day  &  aredy  make,  &  to-morwe  let  ous  our  iome 

tij©  Saracens 

Jj«^pjep«»'^         take,  Hamward  a^en  to  ryde. 

FerombrM,    ^  p^  Ameial  hauef  y-gadred  ys  host  In  tal  hefenys  by  euery  cost, 

And  fenkef  ryde  on  pe ;  4032 

For  ys  sone,  sir  Fyrumbras,  fat  among  ous  ber  conquered  was, 

He  fenkef  Auenged  be. 
)k)w  ne  bast  no  power  now  an-bonde,  His  grete  assemble  to  wif-stonde, 

Wan  fay  comef  to  fijte.  4036 

And  fo^  f ow  woldest  a^en  bym  fonde,  fay  buf  on  bure  owene  londe, 

fow  gost  to  grounde  rijte. 
And  Roland    And  namliche  suf fe  fat  fay  buf  dede  fat  scholde  ben  our  help  at  nede, 
^^ "»  Hardy  ys  he  &  f eer,  4040 

And  wol  come  hider  &  on  ous  falls,  fe  to  slen  &  eke  ous  alls, 

fat  he  may  fynde  her. 
f  er-for,  sire,  do  by  my  rede,  To-morwe  erly  a  wel  god  spede 

Ham-ward  let  ous  draws.  4044 

And  f enk  efb-sones  to  auenged  be  of  f e  Amyral  fat  haf  y-wref fed  fe, 

&  f  yne  men  a-slawe.'' 
chariM        IT  Wan  he  hab  told  ys  resoun  Charflis]  caste  his  heued  adoun, 

oannot  r  *>  u      j 

fcySt?*"*  *  ^f  ^  tomd  ys  mod ;  4048 

So  wo  hym  was  on  is  f o^t  fat  he  ne  myjt  hem  answerie  nojt, 

for  al  f  e  worlde  god. 
Gret  deel  hit  was  hym  to  seen,  How  he  gan  fo  to  wepe  c^een, 

fat  noble  conquerour.  4052 

Wan  he  by-gan  to  w«tA-drawe  ys  mod,  To  him-self  said  he  far  a  stod — 

**  now  fallef  al  myn  honour, 

*  &  sayde  [to]  Charlis. 
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jle  whjle  J  hauede  me  aboute  Mjne  do))])epers  bold  &  stoute,  but  imnenu 

Olyuer  &  Rolond,  4056  kISShti 

In  tal  )>e  worlde  men  dnde  me  doute  :  Whar  fat  y  come  wyj>  my  route, 

y  hadde  )>e  heghere  hond  : 
^anne  me  diadde  me  fer  &  ner,^  And  was  ycleped  conquerer, 

In  tal  fe  worlde  aboute.  4060 

And  now  buj>  by  fro  me  gon,  Wbar-for  waxef*  bold  my  fon,  [ie»f54j 

fat  arst  dude  me  doute  : 
And  yf  y  fuse  viage  leue  f us,  Men  willef  seyn,  by  swete  iesus, 

My  my^t  ys  me  bereued;  4064 

fan  haue  icb  y-lost  al  my  lenoun :  As  lef  me  were  ber  stope  adoun, 

&  lete  gurd  of  myn  beued." 
IT  f e  Emperour  stod  &  bym  by-f ojte.  How  fat  he  answerye  mo3te, 

&  f  us  be  sayde  f o  :  4068 

"  Wbat  sigge  ^e,  lordes  of  renoun,  By  fe  conseyl  of  Gweneloun  1        churies  asin 

tho  •dvic0  of 

Wat  rede  ^e  for-to  do  ?  w«  ao»>^- 

If  y  me  thus  tume  in-to  fifaunce,  Wyf-oute  takynge  of  vengeance, 

Hit  is  to  me  gret  schame.  4072 

Men  wollef  sayn  fat  buf  wyse  fat  it  ys  al  my  feyntyse 

&  putte  on  me  f  e  blame." 
IT  fan  hadde  fe  traytour  cosyns  thare,  Geffroun,  Dautefuelle  and  Gwemrion't 
Malkare,  Hardree  and  Alorys,  4076  '"Pport  him. 

Gerard,  Hugoun  and  Gwylmare,  And  mo  fan  hundred  othre  fat  ware 

ys  cosyns  of  er  alyes, 
&  alle  were  traytours  to  Charlemayn ;  fay  come  forf  &  gunne  to  sayn 

Affom  bym  far  a  stod  :  4080 

**  Leue  Syr  kyng,  as  f ow  art  free,  Do  now  as  Gweynes  redef  fee, 

for  it  ys  for  f y  god. 
Gweneloun  ys  bof  e  god  &  wys,  And  haf  y-rad  the  at  oure  deuys. 

As  it  wil  best  auayle.  4084 

fer  buf  .XX.  fousent  among  ous  her  fat  willef  no  ferf er  wyf  f •  f is  ^er 

Putte  hem  to  trauayle, 
And  fat  ys  for  fov  hast  y-lost  f ylke  fat  scholde  help  ous  most, 

Ropand]  and  Olyueer,  4088 

I  [bo)>e]  fer  k  ner.  'MS.  waxez. 
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And  pjne  o^re  barouns  stoute,  To  wham  alle  we  wem  woned  aloute, 

for  J)ay  were  so  feer." 
%  **Bj  dnie  god/'  saide  Gbarlys  psn^  **)e  louea^  me  lytel  eueiy  man, 

^at  lede^  me  in  ))is  manor.  4092 

K  J  fuB  schamlich  schal  tome  agayn,  Lnnere  me  were  be  ded  certayn 

On  Jys  felde  her." 
Bajner        IT  fo  erld  of  Gonyno,  syre  Rayner,  Sayde  ^anne  to  J)e  Emperer : 
nouo  tnut  « Syje,  be  my  liegeance,  4096 

CUftfHbMk]  fovi  ne  dost  nojt  ase  |^  wys  K  ]k>w  y-lyuest  sir  Alorys, 

o]»er  any  of  his  lyaunce. 
Ts  consail  dude  fe  nenere  god,  Ne  non  fat  y  knowe  of  al  is  blod ; 

haue  it  wel  in  mynde.  4100 

Hy  bu^  fals  in  dede  &  ])o;t,  Hure  co/zsail  to  ])*  nas  nenere  nojt, 

&  J>at  }ovL  schal  wel  Tynde." 
Aiorya         IT  fsjo.  hym  spak  sir  alorys :  ''  Bayner,  fan  spekest  al  amys, 

By  god  omnipotent ;  4104 

And  ^at  )>ow  scholdest  a-bigge  sare,  If  pe  kyng  hem-self  ne  ware 

Her  now  in  present 
•nd  abMM     What  bow  art  f ul  wel  we  knowe :  Y-come  bow  art  of  kunne  lowe, 

Bajntr.  '  ' 

And  Garyn  ^y  fader  also :  4108 

In  pQ  world  nad  he  lond  ne  rente,  Saf  ])at  fat  he  wi^  f alshed  hentOi 

&  dude  men  pet-tor  wo. 
Nenere  ne  was  he  wit^-oute  strif,  Bot  ay  wykke[d]liche  lynede  ys  lyf^ 

On  feff e  &  robberye :  41 1 2 

And  al  ys  lygnage  in  euery  syde,  For  robbours  ^ai  were  y-kud  as  wyde 

As  any  man  my3te  a-spye." 
Bajntr  ia      ^  pe  dok  feji  waz  al  ful  of  grame,  Wanne  he  spak  of  is  fader  schame, 
g?^j[»  And  strok  til  hym  wM  yre ;         4116 

&on)>echekegaid  hjmwiih  ys  hond,)>at  wy])  )>e  strok  to  grondeawond, 

And  tomblede  on  ^e  myre. 
**  )k)w  lyest,  ryband,"  saide  he  ])an,  ^  My  fader  was  kud  a  trewe  man  ; 

god  3yue  ^e  yule  chaunce  !  4120 

And  aUe  fai  bu)>  of  ys  blode  Trewe  men  ^ai  ben  i-holde  &  gode, 

^or^-out  J>e  realme  of  france." 
oimrion'*    IT  Wan  ys  prontekyn  y-sawe  patcas,  Hautef  uelle,  hardre,  &  Sir  Malcras, 

&  opre  a  ^ouscut  1103  ;  4124 
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What  of  alyaunce,  wat  of  blod,  fan  bay  ascryede  hym  as  bay  were  wod,  out  for 

revenge. 

"  Asarmes  ! "  swyje  an-lie3. 
^t  kunwaswykkede  on  hiwi-selue&armede  hymen  blyueoneche  helue, 

bofe  3onge  &  olde.  4128 

And  so  he  dude  eke  y  duk  Kayner,  And  al  is  frendes  ))at  he  had  ther, 

J)at  Jo3te  with  hym  to  holde. 
Mykel  was  J)e  noyse  p&t  Jan  aras  :  Ac  Gweynes  partye  Je  more  was,  owenyion's 

&  mijtyer  of  power.  4132  SITurger, 

Ac  wan  fat  hoi  host  y-saw  pat  cas,  Hit  ful  to  J)e  duk  Eayner  ))orw  gras,  but  aii  the 

For  loue  of  Olyuer.  Bayner. 

IF  Jan  Jay  jK)3te  to-gadre  han  set,  ne  hauede  Fyrumbras  hymen  y-let,     [leaf  65] 

bat  hymen  wente  betwene :  4136  andcharies 

Dill  1  Interfere. 

&  Je  kyng  among  hem  went,  &  hoten  hem  by  commaundyment, 

fat  Jay  lete  it  bene. 
%  Wan  Jys  noyse  al  cessed  was  Je  kyng  stod  vp  in  the  plas, 

&  clypej  til  hym  Kayner,  4140 

Gweneloun,  hardree  &  Alorys,  And  othre  mo  of  Jys  partys 

&  sayde  in  Jys  maner : 
''  36  doj  me,  lordes,  wel  muche  ounri3t,  Jat  bu J  hardy  her  on  my  si3t,  chM-iet 

Do  me  Je  vylonye,  4144 

Her  on  my  presence  to  profry  fi3t.  Bote  it  be  amended,  by  god  alrai3t, 

jour  summe  it  schd  abye. 
^Alorys,"  said  he,  "Jys  was  Jy  werke,  Cast  of  hasteliche  Jyn  hauberke,  orf©"  Aiory« 

&  Jyn  helm  of  Je  Jou  take,  4148 

And  by-fore  Eayner  sete  Je  on  kne,  And  on  hys  mercye  pote  Jou  Je,  apologize 

and  is  amendes  make." 
11  "  Syre,"  quaj  Gweynes,  "  it  schal  be  do,  SiJJe  je  hotej  Jat  hit 
beo  so,  We  woUaJ  make  ys  pays.*'  4152 

"  jea,  be  god,"  quaJ  hautefuelle,  "Do  now  Alorys  wij-oute  duelle, 

Eijt  as  Je  kyng  him  says." 
If  Alorys  onnarmed  him  Janne  an  haste,  And  on  is  knes  andressede  Aioiys  does 

so, 

him  vaste.  Be-fore  Je  duk  Bayner ;  4156 

Je  amendes  a  profifede  him  for-to  make.  At  hea  &  low  what  he  wold  take,  «>d  they  are 

^  '  '  '  reoondfed. 

&  SO  Jay  acorded  ther. 
f  Je  kyng  gan  asky  ajenward  Jo,  Whajer  Jay  hym  radde  arbyde  or  go 

Ajenward  in-to  fraunce.  4160 

FEBUMBBAS.  K 
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"  Ac  wel  y  may  wyte^  if  y  do  so  y  potte  me-eelue  in  sorwe  &  wo 

&  to  gret  greuaunce." 
H*ntev*"«     If  Hautefuelle  hym  answerede  agayn  :  "  Herkne,  sire,  what  y  schal  sayn, 

iSi[nMUf***  y  ^^  3®^  ^^3*  be-swyke.  4164 

owenyion,     j»^  ^^|  ^^  ^rq^  jyg  ggh  del  J)at  eucre  y  haue  iloued  ^ow  wel, 

&  Gweynes  my  sone  do))  yke. 
Ho-80  consaile  30W  her  to  abide,  He  loue^  30W  litel  at  ))y8  tyde : 

)>enche80un  y  wol  jow  say.  4168 

J)y  puple  ys  her  enpayned  stronge,  For  fay  han  y-laye  her  fus  hmge, 

y-armed  bofe  ni^t  &  day  : 
[iMf56,i>ack]  Al  oar  bodyea  waxe)>  sore,  So  longe  we  habbe)>  armes  bore, 

And  hvLp  so  heuy  so  led.  4172 

Do^  as  Gweynes  rede])  fe,  And  faire  let  ous  tume  a^e, 

J)ys  ys  ))e  beste  red. 
And  wan  we  come])  in-to  oure  helue,^  ])an  mowe  we  far  reste  ous  selue. 

An  ten  jer  ate  leste.  4176 

"iSS*hu  ^y  ^^^  willej)  hy  fat  now  buf  ^onge  Be  ful  waxe  &  be  bold  &  stronge, 
•™J^-  To  helpe  fe  in  fe  beste  : 

Tiien  he  CM  &  fan  mi^t  fou  gadry  a-)en  f  yn  host.  And  come  ageyn  in-to  fys  cost, 

Wtt^  nobleye  &  bobaufice,  4180 

&  do  wreche  for  duk  Rolond,  &  for  f  yn  ofre  barouits  strong, 

&  take  fy  vengeance ; 
■nd  reooi^    &  eke  f yn  relyques  wynne  a^ee,  f e  croune  of  thorn  &  fe  nailes  three, 
""o**  fat  buf  away  i-bore ;  4184 

&  f e  ofre  relyqes  al  &  some,  Hwyohe  fay  habbef  f e  be-nome, 

fat  we  buf  trauaild  fore." 
IF  fan  was  Char[lis]  enchanted  so  Wtt/i  fees  traytour,  and  othre  mo, 

Gweneloun  &  hardree,  4188 

chvieB  giTM  fat  he  hem  grauntef  fat  same  daye  To  trossy  hur  hameys  &  hem 
J5J2Ji.'^  araye,  To  torn  hem  hom  ajee. 

)k>  were  fys  traytoors  glad  &  blyf e.  In  tal  fat  host  fay  wente  swyf e. 

And  wamede  mest  &  leste,  4192 

Euery  man  to  makye  hym  ^are,  &  trussye  his  hameys  hom  to  fare. 

After  fe  kynges  heste. 

*  *  knowe '  ovrr  *  may  wyte.'  *  Do  [now]. 

•  *  oontre '  over  *  helue.* 
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IF  )>an  waxe  soiy  ))e  gode  barouns,  ^at   p&j  scholde  don  op  hure 
pauillo[u]nB,  By  fe  conseil  of  losengers:  4196 

&  namliche  ))e  gode  dnk  Eayner  Muche  bem^ie]) .  ys  sone  Olyuer^ 

&  alle  l^e  do))|}epers  : 
NoJ)ele8  sufjje  Jafc  it  was  so,  After  J>e  kynge  fay  moste  do, 

&  gunne  to  trussye  yaste.  4200 

fay  fulde  eakkee,  &  trossede  males,  To  Charyotes  fay  drowen  fe 

grete  bales,  &  fykke  hem  in  fam  caste. 

IT  Wan  fay  were  araid  al  &  some,  And  an-horce  wem  f  e  grete  gome,  au  are  ready 

And  f  •  kyng  an-horse  was,  4204 

fanne  he  be-f 03t  hym  al  aboute,  &  how  he  sente  ys  barouns  stoute ; 

ofte  he  sayde,  "  Alas  ! " 
&  "  Alas^ ! "  said  he,  by-forn  hem  far,  "  fat*  y  euere  y  tat  croune  bar,  chariee 

'•^  ^      '      '  ''  ^  y  '  laments  orer 

fis  is  ^a  deeful  fyng»  !  4208  g^'i^Sl'*'^'^* 

fat  suf f en  myn  barouws  buf  f us  y-slayn,  &  y  thus*  wrecchedly  schal     P«^m] 

tome  a-gayn,  Wif-oute  ^wrech  takyng^  : 

far  as  y  ha  be  arst  mykel  of  tolde.  For  a  coward  y  worf  y-holde, 

bofe  in  tour  and  hour*.  4212 

Alas  f  alas  !  cold  ys  my  red ;  Why  lybbe  y  now  fat  fay  buf  ded, 

fat  huld  vp  myn  honowr  1 
Alas !  for  Eoland,  my  Cosyn  dere ;  Were  he  lyues  wif  me  here, 

A  wolde  no3t  suffry  fys,  4216 

fat  y  thus  scholde  me  tome  a^ene,  Wif-oute  ve[n]iaunce  of  my  tene. 

Hit  farf  now  al  a-mys  : 
For  now  y  haue  hym  for-go.  And  myn  of  re  barons  al-so, 

f  orw  ^my  folye  dede^.  4220 

Whar-for  certis  me  ys  wo."  Wif  fat  word  sowenede  he  f o,  He  ewoone 

As  he  sat  on  ys  stede ;  JSU?^  "* 

Of  is  hois  had  he  falle  adoun,  Nadde  y-ben  f  e  socot^r  of  his  baroun, 

fat  vp  fer  guwne  him  holde  4224 

ys  trewe  baionye  be-mend  him  sore,  &  Ito[land],  &  Olyuer  welmychele 

more,  &  f  e  of  re  barouTis  bolde, 

IT  Wan  f e  kyng  of  Sowenyng  awoke,  fe  way  to  f ranee  fan  he  toke,    Th^  ftart 

As  he  lay  forf  ri^t.  4228 

'  &  [fan.]        '  [Alas]  |?at.        '-»  [a  foule  meeohance.]        *  y[now]. 
*— *  [any  vengeance.]         •MS.  tour.         '-^  [myn  o^  fol  dede.] 
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Richard        Je  kyng  gan  loke  ))anne  a-syde,  &  saw  whar  Eic[hard]  com  ^  Jat  tyde,^ 
Sis;  Pnkynge  by-fore  his  syjt, 

And  sat  on  pat  noble  stede,  pat  el  so  swyftlyche  ])anne  jede, 

So  swolwe  dof  on  fly^t.  4232 

pe  sterredo  on  ys  hand  he  ladde,  ]>at  he  of  Mandysee  wan  &  hadde, 

fat^  he  hym  slow  in  fyjt, 
•word'drawn  ^  ^^  *  naked  sweid  an  honde.  J>e  kyng  made  ys  stede  a^tonde. 

And  by-huld  hym  faste ;  4236 

Hym  semede  fan  it  was  a  kny^t,  fat  was  y-come  out  of  fy^t, 

And  sumdel  was  agaste. 
IF  fan  .  clypede  he  hemen  fat  were  most  Worthyest  barons  of  al  ys 
host,  of  lenyue*  fe  duk  Reyner,  4240 

c»»rt««        I^ol  Mouwtferant,  &  duk  howelle,  And  bad  him  a-wyle  with  him 
duelle,  &  fat  host  a-reste  ther : 

"  For  y  seo  junder  comef  a  kny3t,  Prykyng  so  dof  fe  foul  on  fly^t, 

On  a  ful  iolif  stede ;  4244 

Datfs^iMck]  Lord  fe  stede  fat  he  gof  ly)t,  Another  a  lede  fan  honde  ri^t, 

fat  semef  god  at  nede. 
SdKST**^  ^y  y®  T^y^g  i^*  semef  me,  Richard  of  Normandye  it  mi3te  be, 

fat  berf  fat  swerd  an  hand.  4248 

Now  ihe«u,  fat  ert  heuene  kyng,  f ys  day  sende  me  god  tydyng 

Of  my  neuew  Roland, 
And  of  Olyuer,  my  derlyng,  fat  fay  mote  be  jute  lyuyng, 

<fe  my  othre  barouws  wyjte.*'  4252 

By  fat  fat  host  arested  was,  Rychard  cam  prykande  nej  f e  plas 

&  by-fore  hym  f anne  alijte. 
Kieimrd  rides  If  Auou,  Hjt  as  f e  kyug  hym  sej,  Quyklich  fanne  a  rod  hym  nej, 

&  sayde  til  hym  *ful  jare* :  4256 

who  «hIcs       « lantail  knyat,  comen  of  kynde  free.  Of  Roland  my  neuewe  tel  f  ou  me, 
g2^|j^«'  How  ys  it  by*  hym  afare ; 

&  of  6y  of  Borgoygne,  &  of  Olyuer,  And  of  al  myn  othre  dof  f  eper, 

buth  jut^  on  lyue."  4260 

"  jea,  sire,  wyf-inne  fis  f ridde  day  y  lefbe  hymen  murye  &  in  god  aray," 

Said  Ri[chard],  so  y  thryne ; 

»-»  [prikyng]  Jwt  tyde.        *  [Wan.]        *  •  Aire  furst'  over  *[&]  of  lenyue.* 
*  [as]  it,  »-*  [)>are.]  •  [of.]  '  [War  >»ay  beo.] 
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On  be  stronge  tour  of  Egremount,  bar  bub  byn  barouTis  alle  hoi  &  sond.  Bioturd  tou* 

'  #  #   «^  him  how  thejr 

Saf  Basyn  fat  is  aslaye^ :  4264  JJ*£j2fJii 

fQ  Ameral  be-sege])  liyme/»  Jer-yn  WyJ)  an  hurulred  Jjousant  Sarf^yn, 

Be  nijtes  &  be  daye^. 
^e  Amyrel  ha)>  sworn  by  ternagan  fat  neuere  ne  wil  he  departie  j^an, 

for  no^t  fat  may  betyde,  4268 

Til  fay  be-take  in  dispyt  of  fe,  And  an-honged  heje  on  fe  galwetre, 

eucrech  by  ofres  syde. 
far  ys  wit^-ynne  wjf  hymen  there,  rio[rippe]  f  e  Amyralis  dojtre  dere,  how  noriMs 

A  burde  on  boure  brijt :  4272  ^^^^ 

Sche  hauef  fe  relyqes  on  hure  warde,  For  whyche  fou  hast  y-tradaild 

harde,  longe  tyme  day  &  nijt. 

IT  fjn  barons  fat  bu)>  of  gret  honour,  fat  so  buf  be-seged  on  fat  tour, 

fey  sendef  fe  word  by  me,  4276 

fat  f ow  scholdest  come  wet/t  fyn  host  And  'delyue/y  hem  out  of  fat 

cost,  As  fou  art  hende  &  fre ; 

&  if  fou  wolt  so  i  as  god  me  saue,  Al  fyn  relyqes  fow  my^t  haue,         Deaf  67] 

fat  y  spak  of  eere  :  4280  gutfi^  cm 

And  discoum^tye  fow  schalt  fan  Amyrel,  And  al  ys  Sarajyns,  y  wot 

ful  wel,  fat  now  buf  "with  him  fere. 

And  wan  fou  hauest  so  y-done,  Conquere  fou  schalt  after  sone 

f  **  reame  of  hef  ene  Spaygne."         4284 
ban  was  glad  Charlis  kyng,  Ne  herde  he  neuere  no  tydyng  chariM  tt 

War-for  he  was  so  fayne.  ^«  «•*•. 

Ow  ys  Charlis  glad  &  blythe,  And  fonkef  god  an  .0.  sythe        thanks  ood 

Of  fat  gode  tydynge.  4288 

By  seynt  Dynys  a  swor  ys  ob,  bat  Gweynes  &  hyse  scholde  be  wrof ,  and  tows 

"        '     '  •'  •'  '     Yengennoeon 

for  hure  compassynge :  owenyion. 

"  Hit  ys  no  f yng  on  hymen  ylong  fat  y  ne  hadde  y-lost  Eolond, 

&  myu  barons*  hende.  4292 

fay  buf  wel  ful  of  felonye,  &  fat  fay  schullen  eft-sone  abye, 

bote  fay  hemen*  amende, 
y  fanke  f e,  Iti[chard],"  quaf  Charpis]  kyng,  **  For  certis  fow  hauest 
wif  fy  tydyng  y-bro3t  myn  herte  of  care.  4296 

•  [aslawe.]  *  [dawe.]  •  And  [wi|>  etrengf'e.J 

*  *  o|>re  barou»«  *  writt&n  over.  *  bot  [if]  |>ay. 
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He  deter-      Al  mjt  we  wollej)  reste  ous  her,  And  to-morwe,  wan  fe  day  ys  cler, 
•tort  to*  ^  )>yderward  wiUe  we  fare, 

Egremont.     j^^  y  make  auow  to  my  lord  seywt  Ion,  If  y  may  lyue  til  moneday 
non,  lyuerance  wil  y  make ;  4300 

And  ^e  Amerel  schal  lese  ys  hed,  &  al  his  sarsyns  schulle  be  ded, 

pat  y  may  of-take." 
Richard  nyn  IF  <*  Sire,"  quaj)  Richard,  "  he  ys  f ul  strong,  &  haj)  be-set  pe  contre  long, 
~iSZ  WyJ)Sarsyn5alaboute:  4304 

four  myle  in  lengj>e  spredrep  is  host,  And  thre  on  brede  by  euery  cost, 

WitA-inne  &  wyJ)-oute. 
MdtiMithe    And  a  thys  syde  Egrymoygne  a  iornee  Jar  is  a  brigge  of  gret  fertee, 
J^^J^";-*  A  Citee  lys  set  Jer-bye^ :  4308 

Mantriwe,     j^f ^ntrible  pe  Citee  ys  y-called,  WyJ>  marbre  fyn  ys  he  walled, 

&  abatayld  wit^  toures  hye. 
Vnder  pe  brigge  pan  flet  flagot,  On  him  ne  may  durye  schip  ne  bot, 

So  stemeliche  he  him  re72nep  :       4312 
Of  brede  ys  he  a  gret  bo3e-schot,  &  thre  spere-schaftes  dep  ech  grot, 

As  many  man  it  wel  kennep. 
[ietf57,back]  A  pys  syde  p*  touw  pat  ryuer  rend,*  &  pe  brigge  ^par  oner'  stent, 

Whar  forp  we  moste  pace.  4316 

Oper  passage  ne  ys  par  non  bote  by  pat  brigge  y-mad  of  ston, 

nys  per  non  oper  grace, 
amydde  pe  brigge  par  stent  a  tour  y-buld  aboje  wyp  gret  honour, 

Wyp  brytaskes  many  &  fale  :         4320 
whichb kept  In  par  on  dwellep  pe  briggeward,  A  geant  ys  he  of  an  yuel  part, 

Many  man  he  bryngp  on  hsle. 
Ynder  pie  tour  bup  jeates  two,  Whar  po^  men  mote  nedes  go, 

pat  woUep  pacye  pere  :  4324 

par  stondep  algate  an  hundred  kni3tes,  pat  passage  to  kepe  by  dayes 
<fe  ny3tes,  Wiih  p*  geant  pat  ys  portere : 

Agoiafre  the  Agolafre  hatte  pe  proute  geant,  Fro  hennes  in-to  Cyuyle  grant, 

nys  par  anoper  swych.  4328 

'— *  'written  over  *by-jonde  \}er  stODde  *  and  under  'nas  neu^re  Cyte  strengre 
walled  ymad  wit^  mannis  hcmdes.' 

•  aver  *  pe  rjoier  ys  red  &  raply  rend.* 
*— *  over  *y8  peryUow*  paC 
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He  ys  ^a  Sarsyn  of  wonder  gret  strengje,^  xt.  fet  lie  ^hauef  in  lengpe,^ 

&  ys  as  blak  so  pych  : 
Ne  saw  y  neu^re  non  hym  lyke,  He  seme)>  ful  wel  ^e  deuels  chyke, 

y-sprong  of  y  pyt  of  helle.  4332 

Alwey  he  haue^  •  on  ys  baylye  x.  )>ousant  kny^to  ful  hardye,  Under  him 

To  don  al  at  ys  wille.  knighu. 

Ac  of  0  fyng,  sire,  by-f enk   )>e,^  f ou   passest  no^t   thar  wy))  no  ch*ri«  mnct 
streng)>e,  Bote  sle^fe  helpe  )>ar-to.  4336  JJSftK"'** 

For  non  assaut  helpe)>  nojt,  )>e  brigge-warde  ys  so  strong  y-wrojt,       "****^ 

Hit  were  no3t  worj)  a  slo. 
If  we  schullen  pasye  that  ryuer,  ^e  mote  leue  with  ^onre  power 

On  a-buchement  as  y  schal  sigge :  4340 
In  a  wode  p&t  ys  ]>er  faste  by,  Half  a  myle  it  ys  ful  ny, 

by-twene  him  &  )>•  brigge : 
And  y  schal  take  fe  wey  iorp  n^tea,  And  haue  wy)>  me  of  ^our  knyjtes 

.V.  hundred  gode  y-kudde.  4344 

Kyjt  as  marehant;  wille  we  ryde,  Wel  y-armed  an-vnder  our  gonels  Hichird 

wyde,  &  swerdes  sherpe  y-hudde.  i*^» 

)>e  somers  sohnlle)^  by-fom  ous  gon,  Wyf  grete  pakkes  euerechon, 

As  it  were  marchaundyse ;  4348 

And  we  wolle)>  feyre  after  ryde,  As  marchauns  scholde  with  litel  pryde, 

And  pacye  in  yis  gyse. 
&  wan  we  buf  wy)>  snch  a  gynne  ))e  brigge-jates  al  wyf-ynne, 

))an  wol  y  blowe  myn  horn ;  4352 

))an  come  ^e  wtt^  ^onr  company,  And  take])  )>e  brigge  wtt^  maystry,     [Uaf  w] 

&  fe  Citee  fat  stent  aJffom," 
IT  "  A I  lord,"  sayde  Charlys  fan,  **  fat  Eichard  ys  a  noble  man, 

god  3yue  hjm  gode  ohaunce  !         4356 
Ho  mi3te  our  passage  betere  araye  1  No  man  f or-sof  at  my  paye, 

by-twyne  f  w  &  fraunce. 
Of  ys  coonsayl  am  y  apayd  :  Hit  schal  be  don  as  he  haf  sayd,  with  whieh 

Be  dere  god  almyjte."  4360  p^^!^ 

fan  he  het  on  i  blowe  an  horn,  And  fat  host  abod  be-hynde  &  fom, 

&  logede  hem  far  alnyjte. 

'— '  over  *  myohe  in  wonder  strong.*  •— •  aver  *  ys  long.* 

•  [now]  by-|>enk  )>e. 
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The  army       /^Ppon  Je  val  of  Morymond  Abydef  ))at  host  hoi  &  sond, 
iSmld*    I    I  Fayre  oppon  a  grene.  4364 

V/   A-morwe  wan  y  day  was  lijt,  Charlys  comandej)  fat  euery  wi3t 

Sone  beo  y-armed  clene. 
In  'he  morj.  Wan  pay  wer  y-armed  alle  at  ri^tes,  Charles  het  Richard  chuse  his 
pl^^?5oo  knyjtes  pat  he  wolde  lede ;  4368 

And  Richard  dude  as  Char[lis]  saide  &  ches  .v.  hundred,  &  hem  a-raide 

On  gonels  oppon  hur  wede. 
Hyre  sarplers  dud  he  w«t^  hay  be  fild,  &  bonde  hem  to  hure  sadels 
gyld,  To  keuery  hure^  ryche  araye.         4372 

Thdr  tLTttu    Hure  swerdes  dumely  so  ben  y-hid,  &  ase  Marchans  pat  wem  ouwkyd, 
JJfJJ«y  So  pey  wentte  hure  waye. 

merohmnta.     Qharlis  takep  wyp  hym  his  host,  And  foljep  after^  wip-oute  host 

•  to  mantrible-ward  ful  ri^t.  4376 

pat  day  jaf  Richard  or  a  jede  To  duk  Rayner  pe  sterrede  stede, 

pat  was  so  god  &  lijt. 
Richard  rides  %  Rychard  ryjd  forp  wyp  ys  knyjtes  pat  warn  arayd  after  hure  ry^tes, 

Ri^t  as  marchans  scholde.  4380 

By-fore  pe  kyng  ^pay  prykede  pere,^  Y  wol  90 w  telle  now  what  pay 
were,  pe  gretteste  of  pay  bolde. 

with  Duke     be  furste  was  Richard  of  wham  y  tel,  pe  secunde  of  Nauntes  pe  duk 
Rj^er.^ and  Howel,  Duk  Rayuer  p®  pridde  was ;  4384 

^°^^^'        pe  furpe  was  Raol  of  Mans  f  p*  stronge ;  To  seche  al  fraunce  brod  & 
longe,  A  betre  knyjt  per  nas. 

puse  prykeap  faste  forp  by-fore,  V.  hundred  kny^tis  in  al  pay  wore, 

Hure  somers  lefte  pay  no3t.  4388 

[ietf68.bMk]  [pat  pay  ne  dryue  by-fom  hem  euerechon]* 

Kaofa  drivee    pat  ech  of  hem  ne  drof  forp  on,  With  pakkes  y-charged  euerechon, 
i«Sen.  Wyp  barneys  y-lillid  to^te  : 

Now  Agolafre  beo  hym  wel  y-war,  Bote  he  kepe  him  pe  betre  par. 

At  pe  entree  of  p*  brigge.  4392 

For  pe  trew  pat  he  wol  craue,  An  yuel  torn  tyd  pe  haue, 

Myn  bed  per-to  y  legge. 
IT  pys  knyjte*  prikeap  forp  on  hure  way,  pe  somers  pei  dryue  bo-fom 
hem  ay,  &  vaste  forp  pay  wente,  4396 

*  Tokeu^rry  [|»at].  *  after  [hem]. 

*-^  O^an]  prykede  [|>ay]  pere,  *  Crossed  through. 
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And  beren  y  pakkes  on  hure  rig,  Til  fay  come  euene  to  Je  bryg, 

nowar  ])ay  ne  astente. 
And  Charlis  ys  to  be  wode  y-come.  And  enbuschedeTn^  bar  wit^  ys  chari« 

'^  r  J     places  100,000 

trome,  An  huwdred  fousant  knijtes.  4400  °**g^. 

J)e  ofre  were  ate  brigge  Jan  &  by-hulde  how  f*  ryuer  ran, 

And  ojjre  ferly  syjtes. 
IF  And  wan  J)ay  badden  al  be-holde,  fe  stume  Eyuer,  &  |>e  brigge 
bolde,  &  fe  toures  fat  stode  oppon :         4404 

fey  sayde  fat  tenne  of  al  bur  age,  ne  hurde  fay  neuere  of  no  passage,  som*  are 

So  grysly  to  lokye  on.  SabiidiS!*** 

Saide  Richard — "  fat  is  sof ,  Ac  loke  on  f •  medwe  war  Sarsynj  gof , 

A  fousant  'fer  buf  ^  &  mo,  4408 

Wei  y-armed  on  f e  beste  assyse,  Hure  pwrpos  y  can  nojt  deuyse, 

Ne  wat  fay  f enkf  do." 
IT  fan  saide  bowel — "  f ys  ys  hard,  Parfay  ich  am  f ul  sore  affard, 

god  of  heuene  02^**  lede  ! "  4412 

"  Lordes,"  quaf  Ry[chard],  "  buf  no3t  agast,  Ac  holdef  forf  3our  way  but  m 

oncouragdd 

an  hast,  &  boldelich  dof  ^our  dede :  »>y  Richard, 

And  wan  we  comef  to  fe  brigge-gate,  Hwat  so  fay  beo  fat  buf  f er-ate, 

Dof  as  y  schal  sayne.  4416 

Holdef  30W  stiUe,  and  spekef  no3t,  but  letef  me  telle  as  y  ha  f  03t,     wiio  toils 

What  so  fay  speke  agayne.  wdlSve*" 

And  3if  we  mowe  pacye  so,  f  e  dra3t-brigge  &  f  e  3eates  two,  ££17'*****^  ^ 

fan  ys  tyme  to  flyte.  4420 

fan  Castef  jour  gonels*  of  anon,  &  drawe  we  to  our  wepnes  euerechon, 

&  let  se  ho  can  smyte." 
H  Baol  Delamans  sayde  fan  :  **  Muche  maugre  mote  he  ban, 

fat  any  of  hem  spare."  *        4424 

With  fat  fay  gunne  *  hew  for- to  haste,  And  dry  ue  forth  f  e  somers  faste     [leaf  m] 

1  .1  Thev  arrive 

Ouer  fe  brygge  thare.  at  the  bridge. 

H  Agalofre,  fe  voule  gome,  Ful  wel  of-sej  \ms  kny3tes  come, 

Wyf  hure  somers  fayre.  4428 

Out  of  f e  tour  fan  cam  he  douw.  And  set  hym  on  an  heyj  peroun,     AgoUfre 

descends 

y-mad  as  a  chayre.  [^>n  the 


tower. 


*  enbuBcheden  [hem].  ^— *  [SarsynB.] 

*  Castel'  jour  gonele  [fjawne].  *  MS.  gunme. 
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An  Axe  had  he  )>an  an-honde,  A  shrewedere^  wepene  for-to  foude. 

Was  neoere  non  yfou7»de.  4432 

Three  fet  of  brede  was  ft  blad,  Of  style  y-tempred  ful  wel  y-mad, 

fe  hylue  wyf  yre  y-bounde. 
He  is  a         Je  Sarsyn  was  an  hudous  man,  By-twyne  ys  to  browen  was  a  span 

largeliche  of  brede ;  4436 

with  grmt     Ys  browes  were  bobe  rowe  and  grete,  &  ys  nose  cammus,  ys  e^ene 

eyebrows  and  '  «,  ,,, 

deep-set  eyes.  depe,  &  glystiyd  as  y  glede. 

Su)>))e  )>e  werlde  foist  by-gan,  Nas  neu^  ^ut  so  lodly  man, 

y-mad  of  flehs  &  felle.  4440 

He  seems  a    Was  he  iioit  a  godes  helf  ^  be  deuel  he  semede  al  hym-self, 

devil  come  ^        o  j^  ^  # 

•tnigbt  from  y  come  Jk)  ri3t  •  of  helle. 

fe  Amyral  hadde  y-loued  hym  long,  For  he  was  so  wonderly  strong, 

And  dojty  f  er-to  of  dede.  4444 

Constable  he  mad  him  of  ys  lond,  And  tok  hym  ))e  briggewarde  an 

bond,  For  al  men  schold  hym  drede. 

IT  God  saue  pe  crystene  company  !  Wan  fay  come  |>e  Sarsyn  ny 

Ry  [chard]  rod  by-fore  :  4448 

)>an  Agolafre  stert  vp-on  ys  fet,  And  askede  of  Ry[chard]  al  so  ket, 

Wyder-ward  fat  fay*  wore : 
Agolafre       "  &  we))en  art  pon  i  ))ov  ladde  prout  1  And  wyderward  schal  pis  grete 
^jjj^^^  rout  of  Somers  wij>  y  warel  4452 

And  wanne  hup  pAje  pat  come))  her  ryde.  On  he3e  stedes  &  gonels 
wyde  1  Tel  me  what  fay  are." 

Richard  teUs  ^  Ry[chard]  ansuerede  pe  proute  Sarsyn,  On  ArragouwneyB  speche  god 
«»o*h^  &  fyn,  And  saide,  "  we  buj?  Marchaund ;  4456 

onuieir  wy  Qf  drapreye  we  ledef  gret  fuysoun.  And  woUef  J>er-wyJ>  to  Agremonn, 

to  ))•  Amyral  of  pis  lauwd. 
He  peokp  hold  an  hnge  ryot,  Of  Mahoun,  &  iubiter,  &  Margot, 

WyJ>-inne  pis  forteni^t.  4460 

[leaf  59,  back]  And  clofyo  he  pQukep  ys  barouns  fre,  For  pe  loue  of  oure  godee  thre, 

pat  buj)  ful  myche  of  my^te. 
And  we  ban  her  scarletes  &  grene,  &  clones  of  tarse,  &  of  sulk  ful 
schene,  &  clones  eke  of  golde.  4464 

*  MS.  aherwedere.        *  a  godes  [of  godea]  helf.        '  ward  [he]. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


TUE  BRIDOB- WARDEN   DEMANDS  TO   BEE  THEIR  FACES.  139 

On  al  paynee  bu)>  rycchere  non  ))an  we  han  her  &  fat  god  won, 

bygge  hem  he  so  wolde. 
Of  such  chafEar  as  we  haue,  So  pat  we  mowe  come  sane, 

fro  hewne  to  )>e  Amyrel,  4468 

J^nne  schal  he  on  f  e  beste  chuse,  And  po^  we  a-boute  hym  schullen 

luse,  he  schal  haue  ys  del. 

Tel  me,  sire,^  Jerfor  now,  Of  fys  passage  what  ys  pe  trow,  •*»<!  Mkt 

And  how  we  mo3e  ous  quyte."       4472  *<»*>•  i*^- 
Agolofre  ansuerede  hym  agayn : — *'  Of  pys  brigge  y  am  wardayn, 

&  receuowr  of  myche  &  lyte  : 
Ac  her  passede  wyjj-inne  a  wyle,  Crystene  men  ))at*  dude  me  gyle,  Agoiafire  Myt 

J>at  come  fram  Char[lis]  kyng ;      4476  Jj^l^e"*"** 
To  J)e  Amyral  fay  wente  .  on  god  aray,  My  trew  fay  sayde  fay  wolde  *^**^'**"' 

pay  At  hure  a^en  comyng. 

fay  schuUef  beo  an-honge*  on  helle,  For  fay  be-trayede  fan  Amerelle, 

&  dryuen  him  of  ys  tour ;  4480 

And  holdef  hym  jute  ajen  f  e  rijt,  &  ys  dojtre  eke,  a  burde  bryjt, 

And  dof  him  deshonour. 
And  now  haf  f e  A[raeral]  by-leyn  hem  fer,  With  an  huwdred  f ousand  J^^'J**'' 

of  Sarjyns  fier,  Sherpe  men  at  nede  :  4484  "••  ^'' 

Ac  on  of  tem  f  ys  junder  day,  Ase  a  f  ef  her  be  stal  away,  bnt  on*  had 

Oppon  a  noble  stede. 
My  Cosyn  a-slow,  a  man  of  mod.  And  tok  ys  stede  sur  &  god, 

And  passede  f*  ryuere.  4488 

fe  deuel  him  help  fat  he  nas  dreynt !  By-for  fat  was  neuere  non  so  Dewi  take 

him  I 

queynt,  fat  passeden  on  fat  manere. 

Wolde  it,  Mahoun  and  temagan,  fat  he  were  her  f e  same  man  I 

ys  blod  scholde  sone  a-kele :  4492 

Wif  myn  axe  y  wolde  5  jyue  him  on,  And  to-deue  hym  foi^  flechs     D«»f  w] 

<fe  bon,  Dou7i  rijt  to  f  e  hele. 

And  now  is  fe  A[myral]  sore  afryjt,  For  f e  doynge  of  f ilke  knyjt, 

fat  passed  fo  fes  ende,  4496 

Leste  he  go  to  fe  Emperour,  &  brynge  hym  hyder  to  socour, 

Hym  &  hys  to  schende. 

*  me  Puue]  sire.  *  men  [neuene]  )>at,  '  an-honge  [jute]. 
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And  the  Emir  Whar-foT  he  seiite  me  er  ban,  bat  y  ne  lete  her  no  man 

bMg{?en  9^1       ^ 

ordj« toiet  Pacy  fys  passage,  4500 

P"*'  Were  he  eild  ofer  baroon,  Bote  if  y  seje  ys  facioon, 

Oj>er  knewe  him  by  vysage  : 
SdiSd  ra^St  ^  fa^-for  schawe  me  )>yn  anon.'*  "  Gladly,"  quaj  Eichard,  "  so  mot  y 
^wimiljijr*  8*^°'  haue  ]w)u  none  doute.  4504 

■*y»  *"«»     •  ^^^^\^\,  (Jo  je  felawes  1  comef  neer  &  ^our  vysages  schewye))  heer, 

eu^rechone  aboute." 
WitA  Jat  Kichard  preynte  ys  eje,  Oppon  ys  feleschip  \a\,  was  hi?» 

ne^e,  Hure  pwrpos  to  by-gynne.  4508 

He  '^t'»        J)e  gate  Ri  [chard]  hym  ney3e)>  neer,  So  dude  Howel,  Roal,  and  Reyner 
ride  SJ  to*ti.e  Y  drajtbWgge  ride  wiU-ynne. 

bridge.         ^  Wan  Agopafre]  hit  sej  he  sayde  wit^  cry :  "  DraweJ  30W  abak,  30 

do))  foly,  Q\eT  3e  scholia))  a-bigge.  4512 

Aijdftftj       Y  wil  no3t  )>er  passye  her  no  mo."     Sone  to  ))e  cheyne  sterte  he  ))o, 
drawbridge  ^  yp  adrow  Y  brigge. 

IT  Now  buj  Jay  foure  witA-inne  ther ;  Wit^-outen  houede  Je  somer, 

<&  al  hure^  companee.  4516 

Agokfre  com  for)?  wif  ys  hache  :  "Ribaux,"  saide  he,  "  ich  30W  attache, 
and  (Mils  on  A^eld  20W  anon  to  me. 

tbem  to  ^         ^ 

•urrender.     Ho  made  30W  SO  hardy  men,  fe  dr^tbrigge  for-to  come  wy))-yn, 

&  ))e  3eates  bothe,  4520 

Bot  it  were  at  myn  assent  f  ])er-for  to  prysoun  3e  schulle  be  send, 

Ne  beo  30  w  nojt  so  lo))e. 
&  fay  wy))-oute  schulle  be  dede ;  For  3our  f olye  fat  ys  hure  mode, 

Or  ich  eucre  rests.  4524 

[ieaf6o,b«sk]  And  on  fe  morwenyng  y  wiljov*  sende  To  Amyral  balan  fat  ys  my 
frende,  to  don  wztA  30U  is  beste. 

Dof  of  30ur  govnes  ech  man  a-sonder,  &  y  wil  se  30ur  wede  an  vnder, 

As  Ma[houn]  me  helpe  &  rede.      4528 
Me  semef  30  buf  wel  ful  of  wyles.  And  habbef  by-f o^t  30W  of  sum 
gyles,  to  do  sum  wikked  dede." 

He  iofzea      To  howel  he  sterte  him  ban  wM  mod,  &  tok  hym  faste  by'  fe  hod, 

f er  nas  non  ofer  bote ;  4532 

'  k  [|M»t  o^r].  •  [morjnyng  y  schal  jow.]  '  faste  [fanne]. 
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Bote  thre  Bypes  a  bar  hym  )>anne  aboute  And  al  is  hod  to-taar  to  clonte, 

&  cast  hym  to  ys  fote. 
IT  "  Certis,"  quaf  Roald,  "  y  soflfry  to  long,  To  se  my  cosyn  haue  fys 
wrong,  So  mot  y  pe  &  f  ryue  1 "  4536 

Hasteliche  he  adrow  ys  swerd.  And  agolofre  on  be  heued  a  gerd,         Raoai 

smites  him 

As  harde  as  he  may  dryue  :  ^  '*»•  '»•«*• 

Ac  for  pat  strok  had  he  non  hoje  For  he  was  ))aime  to-be-to^e 

body  &  heued  y-same  4540 

Wft^  an  hard  crested  serpentis  fel,  On  which  non  eged  tol  ne  may 

no  del  With  no  strok  entame. 

%  Hure  gonels  bey  cast  of  ban  ecchon,  &  adrewe  hure  swerdes  wiiJi  Thsy  aii 

^  ^  ^  r  »  t,,row  off 

Jat  anon  raplych  at  o  route :  4544  ttwirciodtt 

And  J)an  ))ay  laid  on  \a^»  foule  wy^t  Stume  strokes  wtt^  al  hure  myjt,  and  attack 

In  tal  ys  body  aboute. 
Ac  al  hure  strokes  ne  greuede  him  no3t,  ))e  serpente  skyn  was  so  harde 
y-wrojt,  fat  no  man  myjt  hit  pers.  4548 

[])an  hadde  fay  \eroi  wonder  gret^] 
&  fan  2  fay  awondrede  of  him  ecchon,  fat  for  al  fe  strokes  fat  fay 

gerde  on,  fat  hym  nas  nojt  f^  wers. 

IT  Agolafre  ful  %re  gan'  to  waxe,  &  wel  anhe;  he  heuede  ys  axe,^      AgoUfreaima 

&  *to  Roal  a  smot  wttA*  mayne :  4552  bistxe.but 
Ac  he  failede  of  ys  stroke,  <&  f e  axe  ful  on  a  stilp  of  okd,  xbXum  um, 

fat  bar  *vp  ther  a  chayne* ; 
fe  strok  was  so  herd  yset,  fat  f orw  fat  treo  &  f e  cheyne  gret,  and  eats 

vj.  fold  y-layd  a-boute,  4556  jjH  JJ^. 

As  lijtliche  as  hit  had  ibeo  wax,  ran  f  e  strok  f  anne.  of  ys  ax 

Chayne  &  tre  f  or^oute.^ 
IT  "  A  lord,"  sayde  Reyner  fan,  "  f ys  ys  a  deuyl  and  no  man,  [kaf  ei] 

Certis  as  y  leue :  4560 

Ho  scholde  a-stonde  ys  sory  strok,  Wan  he  smyt  her  f  or^  an  ok, 

&  no  strok  may  him  greue  % " 

'  eroued  tlirough.  *  [Greteliche].  *  [l^n]  gan. 

*  over  *  to  Ro[al]  agerte  wiU  ys  axe.'  ^-*  over  *  stroke  wit  A  al  ys.* 

*-•  ever  *  an  yre  ohayn.' 
^  Added  in  the  margin : 

WitA  H^  on  ys  olre  side  he  say  A  gret  bar  of  yre. 
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Wit^  fat  ^be-huld  he  faste  bye,^  A  gret  barre  of  yre  si^  he  lye,* 

ne^  hym  far  be-syde.^  4564 

lUynerwHrw  Reyner  J>o  *putte  vp*  hys  brond,  And  tok  vp  pe  barre  with  bofen 

*«"<>«»  ys*  bond,  <fe  wente  til  hym  fat  tyde 

jydknockt    &  gerd  hym  fer-Wyf  *  on  fe  molde,  fat  ys  legges  gunne  to  volde, 

&  bursten  euene  atwo.  4568 

ThebridiM     fat  deablet  ful  with  fat  atrok'^  So  harde  fat  al  fe  brigge  achok,® 

*»'■  <"*•  And  f  *  ryuer  dude  al-eo. 

IF  Wei  Bone  ®was  fys  y-knowed  wyde,'  ^^&  fe  Sai^yns  armede  hem 

on  eue?7  syde,^®  Bofe  with  scharp  &  hard^^ ;  4572 

More  than     &  wyfinne  a  wyle  fer  wer  y-dyjt,  Mo  fan  ten  fousant  '*of  Sarjyns 

m'embie  wyS^,^^  &  drowe  hem  fyderward. 

Richard        ^  Rychard  tok  f anne  ys  hom  &  blew,  &  Charflisl  y-hurd  hit  &  wel 

cffrSe*^"'  y-knew  f*  auenture  fat  was  befalle :  4576 

whoM  men     Of  ys  enbuschymcnt  fan  brak  he  out.  And  cryede  "  montioye  ! "  al 

tiie  ambiuh.  aloud,  &  soue  f  ai  come  out  alle. 

Sone  was  ech  man  on  ys  stede,  And  prykede  vaste  to  fat  nede,. 

f e  ri^t  way  as  fay  nome.  4580 

Rjchard  leu   Ri[chard]  f  e  brigge  let  falle  fan  adoun,^^  And  hys  falawes  ^*  bef  entrede 

»>rt<i««-  euerech  one,^*  or  fat  gret  host  hym  come. 

IT  fan  come  fe  Sara3yns  of  fe  Citee  route,  And  f o^te  wyf  force 

dryuen  hem  oute,  &  f  e  brigge  ajen  vp-drawe  :  4584 

Ac  fay  wyf-etode  hem  al  wyf  strengf e,  And  reculede  hem  far  an 

acres  lengfe,  &  many  fay  habbef  aslawe. 

IT  Wan^*  Charlys  to  fe  brigge  ys'*  come,  Wyf  ys  hoi  host  al  and 

some,  fe  brigge  fay  toke  a-rank.  4588 

fat  day  Gweynes  bar  hym  wel,  And  ys  kynnesmen,  swykel  and  fel, 

"Of  Char[lis]"  to  gete  hem  fanke. 

fay  were  f e  furste  men  of  my^t,  fat  potte  f e  Sarajyns  to  f e  flyjt, 

Al  f 03  fay  kome  late.^^  4592 

*— '  orer  *  Ic^ede  he  vp  a-syde  >aar.* 

•  wtr  *  &  saw  |>ar  liggeng  an  yre  wroite  (?)  bar.'       *  aver  <  a  gret  on  &  oujiryde.* 

*— *  over  *dude  yn.'  •  ys  added,  •  [Wy|>  |>e  barre  a  smot  hiw.] 

^  ful  [doun  at  |>at  dra^te].  •  brigge  [qua^te]. 

•-•  over  *  |>e  tydyng  gan  to  aprynge.*      ***-'®  over  *  In-to  Cyte  or  |>y8  doyngge. 

"  over  *  Toucbyng  }>e  briggward.*  '*-*•  [in  army«  bry3t] 

"  [By  \>s,i  let  Ry[ohard]  |>e  brigge  falle.] 

**—'*  [entrode  eu^  man^  bu|>  alle.]  '*  [By  |?at],  and  [Now  yg]. 

'•  [y].         •'""  ['or].         '•  crested  '  So  haixie  |?ay  gunne  sayle.' 
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To  fe  Cite  jeate  fey  chacedew  ri^t,  Ac  )>er  ^  fey  torade  &^  ^af  hyw  fyjt,  The  sancenf 

A  litel  by-fore  fe  jeate.  ISe^**' 

[Ryjt  to  fe  dra^t-brigge  ))at  lay  far-ate^ 
%  Charlys  ^gan  63 te  po^  wyj)  egre  mod,  And  Gweynes  al-so  fat  bi  D«irf«i,bk] 

him  stod,  And  sloje  fe^  SarsyTis  kete.  4596 

fat  day  schewede  fat  tiaytour  To  Char[lis]  ys  lord  ful  muche  honour, 

for  neuere  a  nolde  hym  lete. 
IT  Charriisl  lokedem  be-hynde  ys  bak*.  And  saw  dele  far  many  a  knak,  charie*  flndi 

&  myche  noyse  make.  4600  ^^^^ 

To  fat  doynge  fan  tomde  he,  What  yt  was  he  wolde  y-ee, 

&  fyderward  he  gan  take, 
fan  was  Agolafre  no}t  ded  fe  jet,  Ac  on  his  knes  he  hadde  him  set, 

For  his  legges  nere  nojt  sofide,       4604 
&  had*  wyb  ys  axe  a-slawe  An  hep  of  frenschemen  fat  leye  arawe,     «id  with  hti 

•"  •^  ^  X  rf  '       axe  hM  killed 

AfPom  hym  on  f e  gronda  tue'SJendJ^ 

If  Charpis]  was  wrof  and  angry  so*.  Wan  he  sej  what  he  had  do, 

&  f  ojte  on  f is  manere :  4608 

"  Myjte  f ys  fend  aryse  and  go,  Muche  sorwe  wolde  he  do 

Among  ^my  mayne  here^ ; " 
With  hat  Char[lis]^  to  hym  wond.  And  giird  him  a  strok  wyf  ys  HettHkee 

hiin  with  hia 

brond,  &  on  fe  heued  him  sette.  4612  •«ord, 

Ac  for  fat  strok  had  he  no  dere.  For  no  strok  myjt  hym  percy  fere,  bat  nnnot 

•fat  sory  skyn^  dude  him  lette  : 
%  And  fan  was  Charllisl  wonder  grym.  And  a^eyn  hym  rennef ,  &  then  he  etabe 

'  *•■'  y  V  m  f  him  between 

stokef  hym  By-twene  ys  browes  rowe :  4616  tiieeyee,»nd 

fan  ran  fat  swerd  in-to  ys  brayn,  And  whan  he  hauef  him  so  a-slayn  throws  him 

to  fe  ryuer  was  he  f rowe.  rtver. 

If  Now  ys  Agolafre^*  ded,  &  Charpis]  twmef  a^e  fe  bed, 

&  jede  far  he  was  aar.  4620 

Alle  fe  Sai^yns  fat  he  wyf  mette,  Bytere  <&  sore  he  hjm  grette, 

&  for^  thar^i  body  hem  bar. 
f e  paynymes  fat  were  oppon  f *  brigge,  far  me  mijte  y-sen  hem  lygge, 

bledynge  at  an  hepe ;  4624 

*— *  [J>e  Sara^yns.]  •  erotud  tkrmgK  •— '  [fat^t  fanne.] 

*  MS.  Blo^e  fe  slo^e  l^e.         *  &  had  [he].        *  bo  (?)  Altered  from  bo  fo  so? 

^— '  [0U8  )>atbuf  here.]  •  Char[H8]  [)>anne.]        •— •  [))e  serpente]. 

'•  Agolafre  [J»e  wardeyii].  "  |?orj  [out]  hur. 
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Summe  were  cloue  into  )>e  tonge,  And  somme  were styked  forj  lyure 
&  loDge,  And  many  wer  ouer  y-lepe : 

The  saraowii  Sone  was  voydede  J)e  brigge  )>ere  Of  alle  J>e  ofre  fat  lyues  were, 
*w-  to  y  citee  faye  guwne  flee :  4628 

J)e  ^eates  wem  opened  a3en  hem  wyde,  &  fay  floje  in  f  &  nold  nojt 
a-byde,  &  sperede  lie[m]  f aste  ajee. 

Deaf  68]     [Bo})e  brigge  and  baly  in-to  pe  toim-jeate,  Now  buf  fay  comen  alle 
fer-ate^] 
Chariot        If  Charlys  J>e  Citee  fo  gan  asayle,  Two  dawes  hole  wyf-oute  fiayle, 

bosloffM  tho 

^jor  two  Wyf  al  ys  grete  route :  4632 

And  fay  wyf-inne  defended  hem  wel,  Wyf  schutynge  &  castyng  of 

stones  fel,  Many  fay  slowe  w/tA-oute. 

IT  Sone  .  was.  al  fe  contree  war,  xL  Myle^  aboute  thar, 

fat  Mantrible  be-seged  was,  4636 

sarawjiw       &  fe  brygge  conquered  fat  was  stout :  Sarjynj  f yder-ward  fan  gunne 
rout,  to  helpe  hem  in  fat  cas. 

Ere  to  dawes  ful  ended  ware  Fyfty  f  ousant  Sarjyns'  come  thare, 

And  entrede  in  fat  Citee.  4640 

Bot  if  god  helpe  now  Charlemoun,  Wel  late  passef  he  f 0T3  fat  toun. 

To  helpe  ys  barouns  fre. 
Round  the     And  nowar  my  jte  he  passe  be-syde.  For  f  e  roche  was  hej  an  hundred 
jTMoo  yards  strydc,  Stoudyug  by  f •  reuer,  4644 

And  anclosed  fat  side  so  stronge  &  he3e,  fat  bute  it  were  for  f e  foul 

fat  fle^e.  Passage  was  non  saf  f er. 

[IT  fe  Sar^ynen  power  gan  waxe  gret*] 
And  f  e  walles  were  of  Marbreston,  Wyf  pykes  of  yre  ynset  f  er-on, 

oppon  f e  crest  ful  fykke.  4648 

Muche  was  f e  noise  &  fat  cry  fat  f 0  was  maked  in  fat  Cyty, 

Among  fe  Sar3yn8  wykke, 
A^wt  giant  if  fan  was  far  a  geant  ful  of  pryde.  And  openede  f e  water-gate  wyde, 
?"«1?^??  Ys  name  was  enfachoun :  4652 

comes  ouL 

MTOjrfwith  A  j^  jai&yl  of  Ire  he  bar  an  honde,  Ther-wyf  fojte  he  fanne  to  fonde 

The  frensche  to  dynge  adoun. 

8  feet  long,    fat  heued  fer-offen  was  wonder  gret,  &  fe  hilues  lengfe  was  yi\j  fet 

of  fat  stume  staue.  4656 

'  croued  thr&ttffh,  *  myle  [amyle].  '  [|>er]  come  thare. 

*  orosted  through. 
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Ys  wyf  was  lyggynge  on  chylbedde  For  two  chyldren  fat  sche  )>o  liedde  hii  t 

"Wyjj-inne  fcr-on  a  kaue. 
^7  were  nojt  ])e  jut  four  ino[n]])es  old,  [A]c  seue  fet  of  leiig])e  Imr  not  4  monuw 
ayj)er  was  told,  &  fre  enchen  more :  4660  gg^«  *~^>>* 

&  twey  large  fet  wy^ute  drede,  Wei  y-mete  &  more  on  brede, 

bo])e  fe  cliildrene  wore. 
Amyote  liure  damme,  a  geauntesse^  Had  y-kept  hem  ynp  bnsynesse,    neartt,bk] 

Algate  in-to  ))at  day  :  4664 

A  lodloker  damme  ])an  sche  was  on,  of  hide  &  hywe,  of  flechd  &  bon, 

neuere  no  man  ne  y-say. 
IT  Enfachoun  ys  to  fe  jeate  y-come,  And  haue])  ])at  mayl  an-honde 
y-nome,  &  at  )7e  barers  he  hym  sette :         4668 

And  sayde,  "Charpis],  fou  olde  wrecche,  Woldest  fov  oure  relyqes  BnfiMJhoon 

fecche  1  By  Mohouw  y  wol  y  lette :  ch«iw. 

And  bote  }ou.  ^e  rathere  beo  agon,  ^on  schelt  beo  ded  &  ])at  Anon, 

Her  rijt  pon  schalt  baslawe.  4672 

And  if  Fyrumbras  may  beo  taan,  fat  ilke  false  reneyed  man^ 

He  worf  honged  &  drawe." 
If  fan  laid  he  on  wyf  myjt  &  mayn,  And  slow  al  fat  hym  com  agayn, 

Wiih  fat  mayl  quarree.  4676 

Or  Charlis  tok  ojt  myche  kepe.  Of  frenschemen  had  he  slawe  an  hepe, 

fat  tilde  vp  til  ys  knee : 
faitne  come  f e  Sai^ynj  out  And  defendede  f *  barres  al  about, 

&  smyte  strokes  ounryde,  4680 

&  jyue  f e  frensche  hard  batail  Ful  many  far  were  wit^ute  fail ; 

A-slawfe  on  ayf  er  syde. 
^  Charlys  f  anne  of  ys  stede  alijte,  &  ioyous  ys  swerd  out  he  twyjte,  chm-iw 

&  to  f  e  geant  sterte,  4684 

And  smot  hym  an-hej  on  f e  pan,  fat  wif  f  e  dynt  fat  swerd  him  ran  Mid  cImvm 

Doun  ryjt  f  0T3  ys  herte ;  •k""- 

|>e  geant  fel  to  grounde  an  haste,  fan  were  f e  Sarajyns  sore  agaste 

&  lefte  fe  barrers  clone,  4688 

&  to  fe  jeate  fan  fay  wende.  And  hure  jeate  gunne  defende.  The  sanuMo* 

Wyf  launces  &  gleues  kene, 
%  pe  power  of  hem  enpayrede  faste,  &  f*  frensche  to  fam  shute^  &  P  «•<>*•* 
caste,  &  rebuked  hem  foule  with-ynne,    4692 

FERUHBRAS.  h 
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CHARLES  AND   FOUR  OV  HIS   KNIGHTS   ARB  SHUT   IN   IN   THB   OITT. 


Four  French 
knIghU  drive 
tlitm  flrom 
tiMgate, 


but  are 
themBelvet 
■hat  in 

[learm] 
andsar* 
rounded. 


Charles  is 
tdmost  in 
despair. 


bnt  Richard 
olieers  him. 


Charles  flghti 
lleroelj. 


^n  cryede  pe  kyng  wel  an  hej  :  "  now  helpej)  lordes,  for  we  buf  nej, 

our  pt/rpo8  her  to  wynne." 
IT  Wanne  kyng  Charpis]  had  y-cryed  so,  Rychard  and  Reyner  & 
tweyne  mo,  Roald  was  on  fer-ate,  4696 

&  pe  f  urthe  was  y  duk  Howelle,  pat  po  reculede  )>e  Saisyns  felle, 

A  gret  way  fro  fe  jeate. 
IT  Now  habbe}>  fai  y-dryue  hem  in  wyf  strengfe  "WyJ^inne  J>e  jeate 
an  acres  leng))e,  y  kyng  &  ])ys  barons  foure.  4700 

bot  god  now  helpe  pis  lordes  fyue  In  gret  drede  bu^  pay  of  hure  lyue, 

pis  lordes  of  honoure ; 
For  fay  were  be-set  a-boute^  With  thre  Jjousant  at  o  route, 

fyjtyng  men  ful  gode' ;  4704 

And  an  hundred  to  p^  jeate  ])an  were  y-di^t  To  schutten  it  faste  bote 

)>ay  ne  myjt,  So  hard  ))•  frenche  wit/i-stode.* 

Ful  myche  was  fawne  to  done  fere  or  p&j  mojte  pe  barre  arere, 

pe  ^ate  to  make  faste.  4708 

Ac  Ate  laste*  wyf  myche  wo,  pe  jeate  fay  *closede  &  barred  hit  ])0,* 

&  fan  Charpis]  wax  agaste. 
IT  To  god  kyng  Charpis]  prayde  fo,  Scholde  hym  saue .  &  his  felawes 
al-so  fram  combryment  of  J>o  felouns,    4712' 

&  sende  hym  grace  fayre  to  ascape,  To  do  f e  viage  fat  [he]  haf  schape 

On  helpynge  of  his  barons. 
IT  Wan  duk  Rychard  y-herde  hys  fare  :  "  Sir  Emperour,"  said  he,  "  lef 
fy  care,  &  tak  fyn  herte  to  fe  :  4716 

We  buf  now  her  foule  be-sterte,  Bote  if  we  ben  f e  betere  of*  herte, 

We  buf  bot  ded  for  sof  e. 
IT  Teche  we  now  wat  men  we  ben.  For  wel  je  seef  we  moje  nojt  flen ; 

jeld  ous  we  mote  or  fijte.  4720 

&  ho-so  pi8  day  let  take  him  quycke.  In  helle  habbe  he  pynes  wycke^ 

Ay  fer  to  brenne  lijte." 
IT  fat  confort  dude  Charlis  god,  &  gan  to  fijte  as  he  were  wod, 

&  sons  haf  sleyn  a  hundred.  4724 

So  dude  f e  foure  as  men  of  mod,  Nas  no  Sarsyn  fat  hymen  a-stod, 

fat  nas  to-hewe  asounder. 

*  [al]  a-boute.  '  [pat  Echute  til  h}'men  &  caste].  '  [it  fraste]. 

^  Ate  laste  [no^eles].  *-*  *  barrede  &  wente  ^er  fro/ 

•  ben  [of]  )re  belere. 
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IT  "  Montioye ! "  fan  Charlis  gan  to  crye  WOk  ys  voys  wel  an  hye,    h«  utters  hi* 

warcry, 

])at  al  men  mi3te  yt  here.  4728 

Gweynes  wit^-oute  y-herde  J)at  cry,  And  of  ys  lord  fan  tok  pyty,       which 

Ys  treytour  J)03  a  were,  ^<***» 

k  hasteliche  he^ede  ke  him  to  )>e  ^eate ;  Ys  kynrede  him  fol3ede  & 
stode  ])^-ate,  A  ])ousand  ate  leste ;  4732 

Wei  harde  fat  jat  )>ay  gUTme  assayle,  And  J)ay  wif-inne  wit^-oute  •nd  attack* 

fayle,  defended  ^  hem  in  y  beate, 

And  cast  out  trees  &  stones  wikke,  &  ])ay  fulle  on  hur  heuedes 
))ikke^  &  dust  hem  to  ])e  er])e  adoun.         4736 

Wan  Alorys  Je  traytour  fat  y-seej  Anger  jeode  ys  herte  ne^, 

And  sayde  to  Gwenelouw : 
"  Cosyn  we  dof  gr^t  folye  her,  To  lete  ous  slen  in  fys  maner,  [i«tf«,bkj 

A-mong  our  fon  ounwreste;  4740 

If  And  fer-for  y  rede  go  we  hen,  <fe  tak  we  wyf  ous  our  kynnesmen,  Aiorys  pro- 

&  let  fe  othre  don  bur  beste.  "^-^ 

Our  kyng  ys  now  wttA-inne  fe  walle,  And  Reyner  of  genyue,  fat  ""d  leare 
yuel  him  falle !  &  al  fat*  falerede.  4744  ^  ^»^ 

Now  schulle  we  of  hymen  haue  vengeaunce,  Ne  comef  fay  neuere  no 

more  in  fraunce,  bote  far  fay  scbuUe  be  dede. 

&  beo  we  delyuerd  of  hymen  f  us,  y  wot  ful  wel,  be  swete  iesus, 

of  f e  ofre  we  buf  awreke,  4748 

Jwit  b'ggef  at  Egremoyne  on  f  e  tour ;  for  sorwe  her-of  and  dolour 

hure  hertes  wollef  breke ; 
&  fan  mowe  we  wyf -oute  distaurice  Habben  al  f e  realme  of  fraunce 

At  oure  comaundyment."  4752 

"  Godes  for-bode,"  Gweynes  sede,  "  fat  ich  assentede  to  such  a  dede,  'Oodforwrf/ 

To  don  hym  such  traysement ;  owenyion. 

for  f anne  wer  y  wers  fan  any  qued,  If  ich  assentede  to  oure  kynges 
ded,  Whar  fat  y  mi^t  hym  saue.*  4756 

for  Of  hym  we  holdef  al  our  fees.  We  mote  hym  helpe  in  werre  & 

pees,  *Wtt^  fe  power  fat  we  haue.*" 

If  **  Certis,"  said  Alorys,  "  f ow  dost  no3[t]  wel,  Bote  if  fou  do  as  y  f e  ^''^'^J^** 
tel,  &  herkne  fenchesoun :  4760  ^im, 

'  [A]  defended.       »  MS.  |)ilke.       »  over  *  pay:       *  [|>at  ys  my  lord  in  lond]. 

*  [On  al  \>yng  J»at ] 
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If  Cliar[lis]  ^be  now  J)ar^  a-slawe,  fe  othre  )>anne  y-worJ>e  be  don  of 

dawe,  fat  liggef  at  Egrymoun ; 

&  fanne  buf  our  enymys  ^alle  dede*  :  A  )>ar-for  lef  fys  assaut  y-rede, 

&  twme  we  a3en  to  frcnince,"         4764 
bat  oweny-    "  y  wU  nojt,'*  quajj  Gweynes,  "  be  seynt  Rycher,  y  wol  hym  helpe  by 

Ion  reAu6i. 

my  power,  As  god  me  ^yue  god  chaonce. 

As  lef  me  were  my  bed  for-go,  As  in  fys  cas  to.  fondye  bym  fro, 

to  wbam  we  buf  y-swore."  4768 

Alorys  ys^  herte  nej  brak  atwo  Wanne  Gueneloun  bad  ansuerede 

him  so,  So  wo  him  was  far-fore. 

f  e  kynnerede  of  hem  to^dres  go)»,  And  euerech  to  o])erward  waxef 
wro)>,  &  made  distorbaunce.  4772 

The  nmMh    Wanne  Je  frensche  y-seje  fys,  fe  sege  ))ey  lefte  al  clene  y-wys 

])or3  hure  fol  distaunce. 
If  "Wan  sir  Fyrumbras  y  saw  )>at  cas 

(A  leaf  being  lost  here  from  the  Ashmole  MS.  iJie  missing  lines 
are  supplied  as  before  from  the  original  French,  II,  5006 — 5068.) 

[Atant  es  Fierabras,  qui  fu  moult  bien  arm& ;  4776 

FenimbrM     A  bautcs  vois  cscrie :  ^  Oil  est  Karles  al^  1" 

witli 

jjjjjjjchei     Et  respont  Aloris  :  *  Jamais  ne  le  venr^s ; 
French,        Euclos  cst  Kailcmaines  entre  ces  grans  foss&Z 

Et  respont  Fierabras :  *  Et  vous  ci  c'atendes  ? '  4780 

C'est  moult  grant  mauvaist^  que  yods  nel  secourez ; 

Encore  en  por^  estre  de  tr^son  ret^.' 

II  eeciia :  *  Moiyoie !  baron,  or  i  ven6s.* 

And  Uiej       Quant  Francois  Tentendirent,  e  les  ravigor^  4784 

w«j  Into  tht  Entresci  au  berfroi  ne  se  sont  arest^  : 
oiijr* 

Lk  troevent  Guenelon,  qui  moult  estoit  navr^. 
Fierabras  fu  moult  li^  quant  li  pons  n'est  lev^s. 
A  Tasalir  s'est  bien  il  et  Guenes  prouv^,  4788 

Et  li  autre  Fran9ois  que  il  i  ot  men^. 
As  haces  et  as  mans  ont  les  portaus  fremez ; 
E  les  vous  en  Mantrible  par  viye  poet&. 
Then  th«       Quaut  U  traitoT  Toient  que  prise  est  la  cit^,  4792 

tndloreJolM      ^ 

th«n.  ,_,  [^j,.{nne  now  ys].  *-*  [ded  eoohon].  »  ys  [his]. 
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Apr^  aos  s'en  entrerent,  les  gonfanons  ley& ; 

Conmiunaament  i  fierent  o  les  brans  acei^ 

Da  sane  qui  ist  des  cors  i  est  moult  grans  li  gu^ 

Paien  orient  et  braient  et  ullent  par  ces  pr^  4796 

Lors  maisonz  ont  guerpies  et  lor  rices  cit^. 

£n  plus  de  .C.  parties  fu  Mahom  reclam^ 

Et  ramirans  £alans  huci^  et  regret^  :  lUntribit 

to  takmu 

*  Sire,  c'or  ven^  tost,  et  si  nous  secour&a ! '  4800 

X  Sarrazins  s'en  est  de  .L  grant  estoui  enbl^ : 

Desci  k  Aigremore  n'est  ses  regnes  tir^ : 

A  rAmirant  sera  cis  af  aires  cont^.  a  mMMuger 

UkMthe 

Humais  or6s  chan9on,  s'entendre  le  vol^.  4804  JJJJ,J** 

Au  prendre  de  Mantrible  f u  moult  grans  la  mell^ ; 

Maint  cop  i  ot  donnd  et  de  lance  et  d'esp^. 

Quant  Amiete  oi  le  cri  et  la  merlde,  Amyote, 

^  ttMgUntoM, 

Ki  gist  de  .ii  enfans  sous  une  cbemin^,  4808 

(Ce  est  une  gaiande  plus  noire  que  pevr^e ; 

Grant  ot  la  foiirc^ure,  et  la  geule  avoit  1^, 

£t  si  avoit  de  haut  une  lance  lev^, 

Les  ex  avoit  plus  rouges  que  n*est  flambe  alum^ ;  4812 

Moult  est  de  tout  en  tout  laide  et  deffigur^). 

De  ses  enfans  se  crient,  dout  ele  est  effra^  ; 

8e  gesine  avoit  faite,  nouvele  ert  relev^.  hThSSiIid' 

Uns  Sarrazins  li  a  la  nouvelle  cont^,  4816  <^**^ 

Que  ses  sires  ert  mors,  qui  I'avoit  espous^^ 

Et  li  fiers  Karlemaines  a  la  viUe  peupl^. 

Quant  Amiote  Tot,  si  est  d'ire  embras^ ; 

Ele  saut  de  son  lit  trestoute  escevel^e ;  4820  mIsm  a 

Sa  crigne  li  oouvroit  trestoute  Tesquin^.  SiJai  of  tiie 

Devant  lui  esgarda,  s*a  une  fauc  trouv^.  Fwooh. 

Ja,  taut  com  ele  ert  vive,  n'est  priDse  cele  entrfe ; 

De  la  gent  qu'ele  ocist  a  fait  grant  aiin^e.  4824 

'  He  I  Diex,  dist  Karlemaines,  sainte  Virge  honner^e, 

Lk  voi  une  diable  plus  noire  que  pevr^e.  charies  with 

De  mes  hommes  ocist  et  fait  grant  lapid^ ;  HmTil^r 
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Grant  damage  i  arai  se  longues  a  dor^e.  4828 

Ki  a  Hide  arbalestre,  tost  me  soit  aport^' 

Li  dus  Hoel  do  Nantes  Ten  a  une  liyr^ 

Et  Karles  Ta  tendue,  si  Ta  bien  avis^e ; 

Entre  les  .ii.  sourcis  a  feru  la  derv^e,  4832 

Que  parmi  la  cervele  en  est  la  fleke  entr^. 

La  gaiande  versa,  la  fleke  est  tronchonn^ ; 

Par  la  geule  geta  mervelleuse  fiim^e. 

Et  Francois  ont  desus  mainte  piere  get^  4836 

A  ins  puis  n'i  ot  pasage  ne  porte  dev^^ 

Ains  s'en  entra  dedens  la  compaigne  honner^.] ' 

NOw  liaf  Char[li8]  ^fe  citee  y-take^  &  sleyn  echoii'  boJ>  whit  & 
blake*,  ))at  *  noble  was  &  feer.*  4840 

To  dawes  soiourned  he  &  two  nyjte,  fe  Citee  ^for  to  araye  &  dyjte*, 

After  ys  owe  maner. 
Alle  fay  babbef  far-ynne  aslawe^  fat  lyued  on  fe  hefene  lawe^ 

fat  fay  mojte  of-take®  :  48-14 

Muche  was  f e  tresour  fat  fay  founde  fan,  of  gold  &  syluer  &  ryche 

Stan,  &  monaye  whyt  &  blake. 

IT  A  tour  far  was  of  a  gret  Array,  In  whych  f  e  Amyral  ys  tresour  lay, 

Gold  wyf-oute  nombre.  4848 

Char[lis]  hit  delede  wyth  ys  bond  Among  ys  barons  al  fat  a  fond, 

Abo^en  erthe  and  vndre. 
^<*To  alle  men  he  delde^^  ynow  plontee  ^^  to  euery  man  after  hys  degre^^ 

12 On  fe  toun  and  there i^.  4852 

i^&  fanne  fay  so^te  fe  toun^^  aboute,  fay^*  founde  fe  Caue  ^^far- 
wtt^ute^^  far  fe  childrene  were, 

*  On  the  top  crotted  through  it : — 
In-to  ryuer  f ul  \>o  \>At  qued  ^e  remaynant  of  )'e  Sarprns  ded 

Delyui^  of  gret  &.  sroal. 
*-*  originally  *  ytake  fat  Citee.*  '  [&  dryueo  out  alle], 

*  [Wyj?  )>e  hilpe  of  ys  baronee]  *  )-anne  reste  he  |?er  &  to  refresschie  his 
barouM.'  *-^  over  *  eret  were  yn  |?e  toufi.* 

•-•  over  *to  ri^te  in  his  maner.*  '  over  *  ^an  Chnrlis  liet  to  liys  route.' 

*  over  *  |?e  Citee  to  pyle  al  aboute.'  •  over  *Sl  \>e  pylage  to  hem  take.' 
»»   '«  [Al  Kv  hadde].             "-"   [»0f  \>e  tresour  jjat  founden  hee.'] 
**-'•  over  *  'In-to  \>e  leste*  aknam(?).*      "-**  [j^an  as  J^ay  wenie  ^at  tour]. 
»*  [And],                                "-'*  witA-oute  [dout^]. 

•— •  [he  U(t«  nojt]. 
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Whyche  fat  03te  ])6  geauntesse,  ])at  Ciiar[li8]  aslow  in  distreese, 

&  schet  hure  j^or}  y  molde.  4856 

J>e  chyldren  fat  were  boJ>e  gret  &  tou3t,  By-fore  J)e  kynge  fay  were  Th«7  bring 
y-bro^t,  to  don  with  hem  what  a  wolde.  to  chSM. 

^  Wan  fay  come  to  Charlis  sy^t,  A  blossede  hym-selue  anon  ryjt, 

As  he  to  batail  scholde ;  4860 

&  sayde  fanne  on  ys  sawe,  He  nolde  nojt  fay  were  a-slawe, 

for  a  Bomers  oharg[e]  of  golde : 
f e  kyng  het  anon  rijt  fan,  To  an  archebissohop  fat  hijt  Herman,        uSLS 

y-foUed  fat  fay  were.  4864 

fe  Archebysschop  fullede  bofe  anon,  &  Eoland  f anne  he  het  fat  on,  ««<>•'  the 

&  fat  other  Olyuere.  ^fgS;;^,. 

IT  f ys  was  don  on  fe  monef  of  May,  Wan  fe  f oules  syngef  on  fe  spray,  aii  this 

&  erbes  waxef  grene :  4868 

after  f e  jer  .  fat  our  lord  was  bore,  Nyjen  hondred  &  four  score,       tj«  ^^^^^ 

fe  twentyfe  day  y  wene. 
fat  fe  toua  of  Mantrible  conquerid  was.  And  fe  brigge  ^y-wonne 
forwe  his^  gras.  &  fawne  fe  f ridde  day,  4872 

After  fe  kyng  had  take  ys  reste,*  Of  ys  barons  clepede  he  fe  beste,     CJ^^Hbnck] 

&  f  us  til  hem  gan  say : 
IT  "  Lordes,  &  frendes,  what  redeb  aee  ?  Wham  schal  y  leue'  f  ys  Citee  On  the  third 

'    -^  *'  *"  daj  Charles 

to  kepe  i  of  al  myn  host,  4876  Kopow.  to 

fe  whyle  y  wende  on  my  yyage  To  socoury  myn  othre  baronage, 

fat  lyf  on  f e  jondre  cost  1" 
•*  Sire,"  quaf  Sichard,  "  be  seynt  Ion,  fay  buf  rewarded  ri^t  anon, 

Hy  fat  schullaf  duelle.  4880 

Boald  Delamans  bat  on  schal  bee,  And  bowel  of  l^auntes  anofer  ys  he,  leftTeRaoui 

'  '       */  '  and  Uowel  at 

Certys  by  my  wylle ."  luntriwt 

IT  Charpis]  aayde,  "  by  god  almy^t,  fow  it  hanest  dynysed  ari^t, 

After  myn  owe  lykyng.  4884 

f  us  baroima  bnf  gode  and  sufiysaunt  Eor-to  take  such  f  yng  an  hant, 

god  jyue  f  *  his  blessyng ! " 
Sayde  fay  f anne  to  f e  kyng :  "  If  we  her  schullef  beo  leuyng, 

more  folk  moste  we  haue,  4888 

■-•  [al-flo  (kntw  godee].         •  14  Unet  added  very  indistinctly  in  the  margin. 

•  leae  [in]. 
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of  30ur  baronage  &  joxxr  giet  power  For-to  leue  wi)>  ous  hoer, 

}e  Cite  for-to  sane." 
''5®  schul  haue,"  qua])  Charlemayn.  V^.  C.  he^  delyuerede  to  hem 
])ayn,  Til  hew  wi)>-yime  a-stonde.*  4892 

And  eke  pe  wondede  men  al-eo,  To  soioumj  there  wy])  hem  tho, 

Til  'fay  were  hoi  &  sounde.' 
If  ])e  Emperoor  fanne  het  an  haste^  fat  ys  host  were  arayd  fasted 

To  •wende  on  ys  iomee*.  4896 

J>an  were  fe  tabours  feste  y-bete/  As  pat  host  him  lay  in  euery  strete* 

of  pat  fiure  Citee^. 
Hnre  hameys  ^ay  gunne  to  trossye  ])an*®,  Baroun,  &  knyjt,  &  euery 
man^* :  bote  no3t  with  hem  fay  nadde*^    4900 

Bot  bred,  Ss  wyn,  &  flechs,  and  oten,  pet-ot  pay  toke  as  ^ay  wer  hoten, 

god  plente  ^r-of  )>ay  ladde. 
Ac  al  hure  hameys  leuede  )>ay  per,  Clo))ys,  &  pauylouns,  and  o]}er  ger, 

And  armedem  ^on  hure  wede.^    4904 
And  fayre  J)ay  lyde  out  of  pe  toun :  Oppon  blanchard  rod^*  Charloun, 

^^pat  was  ful  god  at  nede.^ 
IT  )»an  Char[lis]  gan  to  loke  aboute,  And  be-holde)»  al  ys  fayre  route, 

pat  spradde  )>o  al  pat  cost :  4908 

On  ys  herte  god^*  pauikep  hee,  pai  sent  hym  on  erthe  such  postee, 

To  goudrny  such  an  host. 
*^  Glad,''  hym  ^ojte,  ''  may  ich  bee,  Su))])en  y  haue  al  ^ys  bamee, 

At  my  commandyment"  4912 

I'fpBn.  pBJikep  he  god  eft  of  ys  sond,  &  croycede  ys  fysage  with  ys  bond, 

&  rod  foTp  in  pat  entent 

NOw  ha^  pe  Amyral  gadrid  ys  host  On  fyf tene  londes  of  dyuers 
cost,  To  C.  jH)usant  and  mo.i»  4916 


»  vq.  0.  [knyjtes]. 
•-*  over  *  he  oome  a^ene.* 


■  over  *  til  hem  of  kny^tes  gode  &  kene.' 
*  over  *  Chsrlis  het  hlowe  hys  bugle  \>en.* 
•  over  *  forte  awarny  )>er-wy^  ys  men.'  *-*  over  •  remuwe  |)an  an  haste.' 

'  over  *  Sone  |>an  were  his  homes  blowe.*      '  over  * puple  h^e  &  lowe.* 

'  under  *gu»Qe  to  dbt  hem  faste '  over  [Araid  hem  foi|>ward  faste]. 

*•  over  *  Wot])  ward  |)ay  dijt  hem  po  with  he  e.* 

"  over  *  In  hure  viage  smale  and  gret.'     ^  [ladde],     '*-•'  [hymen  at  rijtes]. 

*♦  [ys  Btede]  and  [jje  stede].         **-'•  [Amidde-ward  alle  ys  kni3te8]. 
'•  r^ane]  god,      "  over  *&  eu^re  he  |>ewede  to  blowe  bost,  and  [|>a«  by-gan  he]. 

Til  he  hadde  tydyng.' 
'•  over  *  to  hundred  |H>uiant  •of  Sarjyns  wel  fytyng  *  and  (*  •of  dyurrae  cost*'). 
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And  Charljs  wj))  fe  Lore  berde  An  hundred  fousant  hadde  on  herde.  And  chariM 

^anne  -with  hym  to  go.  "•"• 

Duk  Richard  fe  Auatmtwarde  ladde,  And  Reyner  of  Genyue  J)at  ofer 
hadde,  As  y  kyng  it  wolde.  4920 

Kichard  pe  oontiee  y-knew  ech  del,  faX  host  he  lede])  &  gye}  hit  wel, 

fyderward  J)at  J)ay  scholde 
IT  ^A  San^yn  fer  was  ^  to  ])e  AmereP  ys  he  come  &  tellef*  fys 
doynge  al  &  some,  &  saide  on  his  resoon,^  4924 

In  Mantryble  how  Charlys  haf  by  gunne  Agolafre  aslawe  and  wi)> 

streng))e  y-wonne  ))e  brygge  &  eke  fe  toun. 

IT  "Wan  J)e  Amyral  y-herde  of  fat  cas  Almost  for  sorwe  wod  a  was,     b«uui.  in  a 

&  wep  &  gan  to  crye,  4928  ^^^ 

And  sayde,  "  Mahoun,  fow  art  myswent,  for  now  am  y  vndon  and 

schent,  ^u  art  nojt  vrorp  a  flye. 

"Wyckede  god,  fou  dost  amys,  Suffe  fow  wilt  snffrye  fys. 

My  worschip  to  wyfdrawe.  4932 

Fyrumbras  my  sone  dude  ful  wel  Wan  he  for-sok  J)e  euery  del, 

fer-of  may  he  beo  fawe. 
few  schalt  abye,  so  mot  y  go.  For  fow  woldest  consentyo  to 

to  do  me  fat  vylonye."  4936 

An  axe  a  set  afforn  hym  stonde  And  tok  hur  anon  on  ys  honde,  ■maahM  hit 

And  gof  to  fe  Maunwrye  : 
pe  ymage  of  Mahoun  y-mad  of  golde  Wi))  pe  axe  smot  ho  oppon  pe 
molde,  pat  al  pat  heued  to-flente.  4940 

Sortybran  of  Combles  com  wy)>  j)aat,  "  Let  of,"  sayd  he,  "  }>ou  oundost 

pj  stat ; "  &  of  hym  pe  Axe  he  hente. 

IT  "  Sire,"  he  said,  "  fow  dost  folye,  To  do  Mahoun  such  vylonye       soinbrant 

Ase  fou  dadest  here ;  4944  ]^^^ 

For  pon  hauest  y-schent  ys  face.  Do  makye  hym  betere  ]>an  a  wace, 

&  amendem  in  pat  manere." 
Saide  pe  Amyrel,  **  me  peukep  iUe  psi  he  su£fre])  my  worschip  spille 

in  tal  Jjys  countre  wyde,  4948 

&  suffrede  Char[lis]  pe  brigge  to  pace,  Mantrible  to  take  &  myn  men 
to  chace,  &  to  slen  heTn  be  euery  syde.*' 

'— '  over  [)>an  to  h3rm  per  cam].  *  [[at]  tolde  [hym], 

'  &  saide  [h}'Tn]  on  liU  [sawe]. 
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Ciaar6s,bMk]  IT  Sortjbraii  sayde  to  }e  Amend  ])an :  "  Hasteljche,  syie,  let  sende  a 
adviM*  Baiaa  man  bat  60be  for-to  aspye,  4952 

tOMndatpr  '  '  ^•'    ' 

th/neiMto    ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^3^  ^  ^^  ^^^  *^^^  J'^*'  ^^^  B^owe  come  wyj  Jyn  host, 
*™**  &  fi jte  wit^  hem  an-hye. 

ftai  sohal  ])ot  )>y  worschip  gete  a^e,  And  slen  )>e  beste  of  ]>at  meygne, 

&  take  ))e  Emperour,  4956 

&  lete  don  hym  ^anne  an-honge/  &  wy))  hym  J^os  ^ues  stronge 

)>at  lyggejj  on  J>y  tonr. 
And  yf  FyrumbiaB  may  be  take,  ])at  ha)>  ys  fay^  &  oos  for-eake, 

let  hym  pat  hed  foivgon.  4960 

&  Florippe  J)y  dojtre  )>at  ys  ouwkynde,  To  a  stake  J)an  let  hure  bynde, 

And  bren  hure  psktine  anon.*' 
%  pan,  pe  Amyial  hym  vnderstod  ^at  like  consayl  )K)3t  hym  god, 

Ss  saide  it  scholde  be  don.  4964 

Toward  Mahoun  he  humblede  him  )>an,  And  after  pe  conseyl  of 

Sortybran  Ah  aspye  he  sent  anon. 

ra!?k!  *^£er  '^^  f®  A[myral]  Sortibran  fo  cam&  sede  "  Let  assembly  fyn  host,  y  rede, 

JhS'S^r'*'  joiid  t)e.fore  pe  tour ;  4968 

&  we  schul  fonde  wyj)  streng))e  &  gyne,  If  we  mowe  pe  tour  y-wynne, 

or  faym  come  socour. 
And  if  hit*  fallej)  so  by  cas,  Jjorj  Mapiouns]  help  .  &  ys  gras', 

^at  we  mowe  him  wynne  f  4972 

Or  pe  comyng  of  Charlemayn  pe  traytowrs  per  schulle  be  aleyn, 

&  we  be-leue  wtUk-ynn^. 
And  beo  }>ov  on  pj  tour  ajee  Of  Char[lis]  schalt  fov  nojt  jyue  a  stre, 

for  no^t  pat  he  may  do."  4976 

"  By  Mapioim],"  saide  he,  "  pan  sayst  ful  wel,  And  by  pj  oounsail  do 
y  schal.  How  so  it  euere  go." 

B«i>n  orden  ^  be  Ameral  het  his  homes  blowe,^  &  banne  wente  to  armes  he;e  & 

another  '^  '  ^ 

£2S3t  lowe,  Sarsynj  &  persaunt ;  4980 

&  ]>yder  fan  fette  pe  grete  engyns  Wel  two  hundited  of  Sarsyns, 

by  heste  of  pe  Amerant. 
A  gret  saut  fay^  gunne  to  make,  Summe  far  suhute  wyf  bo^  of 
brake,  &  summe  wyf  gunnes  grete ;  4984 

»  [b.j-]  nn-honge.  *  [yt]  hit 

•  [Jk)i^  |>e  help  of  Ma[houn]  k  J>or3  ys  gras],  *  [)?a«ne]  blowc. 

*  [^anne]  \>Hy, 
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&  with  pengjna  samme  caste  stones.  Mo  fan  twenty  sum  tyme  at  ones 

flo^e  out  at  one  hepe.  Th«  saraoent 

So  liaide  fay  )>rewe  ajen  fe  wal  fat  fe  stones  percede  jH)rj-out  al,       Jjjjj*^**  *»  *»»• 

forty  wit^inne  a  stonde,  4988 

And  succh  a  gappe  fay  made  fer-on  fat  a  cart  onlade  myjt  yn  gon,       pMf  66] 

had  it  beo  neej  f  •  grouTide, 
If  Ate  f  e  wyndewes  f  anne  stod  Eolond  &  ys  felawes  by-syde  him  on  The  French 

eyf  er  bond,  Wei  y-armed  at  o  rout ;  4992  ^S^iJ^ 

&  fay  se3e  8a[r]3yns  myne  f e  wal,  "Wyf  pykoys  &  howes  gret  &  smal, 

&  wem  al-most  f  orj-out. 
f  us  barouns  by-gunne  hym  f  anne  to  doute,  And  casten  to-gadre  al 
aboute,  To  kepe  hem  wyle  fay  moun.         4996 

^Stones  &  trees  fan  out  fay  caste  Ss  fe  Sarsyns  f er-wyf  quellede  vaste, 

&  made  hem  tumbly  adoun 
IT  f e  Ameral  gan  to  crye  fan :  **  Help  now,  Mahoun  Ss  Temagan, 

fat  buf  my  godes  of  myjte !  5000 

And  lordes,"  a sayde,  " now helpef  3ee,  And  sone  we  shullef  ban  god  ^jj^ll meuto 

entree,  As  je  schul  sen  wyf  sijte.  "*•  •anvit, 

3yf  we  mowe  now  f e  tour  conquere  jour  worschip  30  wynnef  &  me 
'for  ere  To  be  3our  frend  at  nede.  5004 

&  fay  fat  dof  me  f ya  deshonoure  Hy  schullef  be  an-honged  or  da3es 

four,  &  fat  schal  be  hire  mede." 

IT  fay  assaillede  hem  f anne  wyf  many  a  g3nine,  &  wyf  strengfe  fay 
fo3te  f e  tour  y-wynne,    of  castynge  &  mynyng  eke.  5008 

And  faye  fat  farto  hardy  were  Laddres  to  f e  walle  here,  uSSJ™*** 

for  al  fe  dupe  deke,  ^^  ^ 

And  sette  f e  laddres  vp  by  f e  walle  fat  was  so  broken  &  to-falle, 

As  ioh  30U  rafer  tolde,  5012 

"Wyf  fe  dyntes  of  fe  stones :  &  far  fay  gunne  gon  op  at  ones 

Two  hundred  of  hem  y-tolde ; 
Ac  f  us  lordes  defendede  hem  welle,  And  huld  hem  out  with  strokes 
felle,  y-jy^®  w**^  swerd  &  launce.  5016 

fan  nyst  fay  no3t  what  ys  fe  best  for  f •  Sarsyns  wer  euc^  y-lyche 
prest,  to  douw  hem  al  greuawce. 

*  [And  caste  out  Btones  &  heuy  trees],  crossed  through, 
•  [&  my  loue]. 
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156  FLORIPAS   PROPOSES  TO   BRING   OUT   THE   SACRED   REUGS 

ouw  pro-     If  "  What  wille  we  don,  my  gode  f elawes  1 "  Said  Olyuer  ])anne  on  ys 
Sicily.  ®®^®^'  "Webuj)ongretedrede:  5020 

We  bu)>  her  felawes  tene,  J)at  buj>  dojty  men  &  kene, 

to  don  al  mannes  dede. 
Wende  we  out  of  fys  dos,^  &  go  we  fi^te  wyj)  our  foos, 

jonder  out  on  y  felde.  5024 

Cieftf66.bwk]  Moie  woischlp  0U8  ys  to  daye  fare,  j)an  her  by-twene  ))is  walles  bare 

Wit^  deshonour  ous  ajelde." 
Siftiile****  '  ^y^  J^**  ^^'^  stojen  vp  wyJ)  vygour  An  hundred  Sareyns  oppon  \>e 
'^'■'  tour,  fat  fay  ne  mijte  no3t  flitte.  5028 

))ar  )e  wal  was  broke  ]>ay  stode  affrounte.  And  laide  to  frensche  strokes 

rounde,  ])at  hure  haberkes  ritte. 

Ac  ])is  barons  hymen  gunne  mete,  Wy])  scharpe  swerdes  &  axes  grete, 

&  3euen  hewi  defes  wo7*de ;  5032 

but  are         her  was  non  of  hemen  alle  bat  sone  nas  fulled  douw  of  be  walle, 

thrown  down  '  '  '  ■* 

Jy^lfj,  Bed  ri3t  to  Je  gronde. 

H  Florippe,  )>at  fayre  mayde  of  prys,  Clepede  Neymes  for  he  was  wys. 

And  Geffray  of  Laur/geuyne,  5036 

And  Terry  of  Ardane  sche  dude  also,  &  to  hymen  sayde  ))at  burde  ))o  : 

"  Herknyaf,  frendes  myne  : 
SviiS*them  ^^^®  3®  lordes,"  sayde  sche,  "  Je  ryche  relyqes  ef t-sones  y-se, 
lhe*SS?id**  >«*  y  jow  schewede  ones.  5040 

^**""'         pe  betere  y  hope  jow  may  spede,  &  pe  sykerer  ben  on  al  ^our  dede, 

Hab  3e  hem  se^e  ef  t-sones." 
IT  "  jea,  for  gode,"  sayde  fay  Jan,  "  Faire  fe  falle  for  alle  wymman 

For  Jjy  gode  profre !  "*  5044 

S^oMkir    t^^^^  ^'^"^  tomde  fat  mayde  bri3t  far  as  fat  schryn  hjm  was  ful  rijt, 

&  tok  it  out  of  a  cof  re  : 
•nd  ahowB     y-como  schs  ys  a^en  wel  sone,  &  aifom  hem  f  er  sche  hit  haf  oundone, 
^"'K*''^  &  schewed  hymen  Aparenly.  5048 

to'them  wfd   ^^^  J®  barouns  had  y-sejen  hem  alle.  On  hure  knes  fay  duden  falle, 
pnyr  for  help.  ^  cTjde  god  mercy. 

IT  fat  burde  bry3t  f a»ne  tok  hem  out,  &  knelyng  fay  kussede  alle  about 

f  ^  relyqwes  wtt/t  gret  honour ;        5052 
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&  prayede  god  )K)rw  vertue  of  hem  Schold  sauye  hem  thar  fro  hey 

men,^  &  sende  hem  sone  socour. 

IT  And  y-herde  hure  orysouns  :  )>•  wyle  Jay  were  on  deuociouns,  ^ 

Sare^yns  wer  vp  a-styje,  6056 

Wei  two  .  C.  at  o  trome,  &  an-hej  to  f*  wyndowes  wer  y-come,  some  too 

&  in  y-lepe  wel  nyje  :  SSu^^to 

y  tour  fay  hanede  y-take  J>o  l^adde  duk  Naymes  y-lope  hem  to,        «>•  windowi, 

As  hit  ful  forw  grace,  5060 

yiith  }>e  releqt^es  J)at  he  fo  bar  Rijt  to  wyndowes  [Jj]er  J)ay  war, 

&  schewede  hem  on  hur  face. 
]K>rw  p*  yertae  of  )>at  sy^t  )>e  Sarsyns  J>anne  gunne  waze  a£En^t,  [iMreT] 

)»at  abide  paj  ne  dorste,  5064  •taightor 

Bote  fallen  a-doun  of  pe  walle,  &  so  he3e  J>ay  fuUen  alle,  iSSliSi  and 

pat  hure  bodies  al  to-burste.  ^JHH!^  "^ 

" Lordlynges,**  quaf  neymes,  "now  mowe  we  knowe,  pat  pja  h\xp 
crystes  relyqes  owe,        by  pis  myracle  here :  5068 

pat  day  we  seep  pys  tresour  fyn  ne  dar  ous  adrede  of  no  Sarsyn 

to  don  ous  any  dera" 
If  pja  lordes  were  panne  conforted*  wel,  ne  dradde  pay  nopyng  pan 
Amerel  ne  non  of  al  pe  hepe ;  5072 

For  pe  relyques  pat  pay  haue  Hem  pojte  pay  were  pan  al  saue, 

HeTTt-selue  f  ram  hem  to  kepe. 
Duk  naymys  pys  relyques  custe  f^ene,  &  bitok  hem  pat  mayde  [brijt*]  ir«jine« 
&  schene,  Ss  sche  hem  gan  vp  volde  5076  ^l^}^ 

On  a  clop  of  tarse,  ryche  &  fyn,  &  supe  sche  polte  hem  on  pe  schryn,  who  np\um 

them  in  the 

&  bar  hem  vp  an-holde ;  «^^^ 

And  pan  sche  twrnd  aje  ful  ry3t,  Y-doped  in  golde  pat  schon  ful  brijt, 

To  pits  lordes  cam  sche  there,         5080 
And  Gyoun  tok  sche  by  pe  myddel  pan,  &  cust  hym,  &  saide,  "  my 

dure  lemman,  beo  now  of  gode  chere." 

IT  At  pe  wyndowes  as  pay  lokede  out,*  pe  Amyral  pat  stod  among  his 
rout*  be-hulde  hire'  pat  mayde  feL         5084 

Wan  he  hur  saw  wel  sore  hym  nuyde,^  And  sone  byderward  ^pus  he  6«hm  leae 

'  FloritMwat 

cryde,*  "  Dojtre,  y-se  pe  wel ; 

'  MS.  for  he|>6men  men.  *  M8.  oorforted.  '  croued  through, 

*  {htMue  lokede  pay].  *  {k  by-hulde  ^an  Amyral  and  al  ys  rout]. 

*  [8o  dadeii].  ^  [Wan  \>e  Ameral  hure  se^  hym  gan  annuye], 

•-•  [he  cryde  anhye]. 
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158  BALAN   SEES   FLORIPAS   AT   THE   WINDOW   AND   THREATENS   HER. 

Certys  y  dude  gret  folye,  Wan  ioli  me  dude  on  fe  affye 

To  kepe  my  prysouns.  6088 

the  windoj    fe  Ipue  By-tweno  jou  f  sclial  y  breke,  And  of  f e  y  sclial  beo  a-wreke 
^^-  &  of  alle  y  jond  glotons : 

For  ))y  dede  pon  schalt  beo  brent,  And  )>ay  tray  tours  scliulle))  be  schent, 

Demembred  lyme  &  lyf."  5092 

SuSSThi      ^orippe  a  staf  on  bur  bond  sche  tok,  &  bjrm  £^en  bure  ^er  scboke, 
ISi  at  wm.*  fywyng  by w  )>an  Jar-wyf. 

IT  ))e  Amyral  bys  bomes  let  blowe  )>an,  And  ))e  assaut  al  nywe  by-gan, 

Sberply  fanne  an-baste.  5096 

Ey^te  &  fourty  Sara^yns  Made  be  go  ))o  to  fengjns, 

Stones  fer-wytb  to  caste. 
Ajen  p*  tour  ))ay  J^rewe  stones,  Mo  )>an  twenty  flo^e  out  at  ones 

of  fen-gyns  as  we  rede  :  5100 

Deaf«7,bMk]  WyJ  sucb  an  ayr  fulle  fay  fan  fat  of  f*  tour  fay  affulde  a  pan 
make  a  four  febeme  on  lensrb*  &  brede. 

breach  24  ftet  r  or 

•qnare.         ^  ^q  barou^s  f  anuo  gunne  waxe  a-gaste.  To  f  *  maumerye  Kopand] 
wende  an-baste,  And  Olyuer,  and  Ogeer,  5104 

&  to  fe  mamettes  fay  buf  a-gon.  Of  golde  y-maked  and  rycbe  ston, 

fat  was  bri3t  &  clejr ; 
The  Pnmch   With  fe  ymages  grete  &  f ykke  Slen  fay  fenkef  f *  Sai^yns  wykke : 
S!3!EStthS  Ropand]  tok  vp  Maboun,  5108 

eneinba.       j^^  Olyuer  tok  vp  tomagan,  &  Ogier  Margot  tok  vp  fan, 

&  bere  bem  to  caste  adoun. 
IT  To  bure  defense  fay  buf  a-gon,  &  euerecb  bim  dressede  to  caste  anon, 

&  ejrmede  farto  ymone :  5112 

On  fe  f yckeste  presse  fat  f anne  was  fere,  fay  cast  out  fe  mamettes 

alle  yfere,  &  a-filde  f  crwif  bure  fone. 

The  Emir      if  Wan  f  e  A[myral]  y-saw  ys  godes  to-flend,  For  sorwe  was  be  ful 

••«*>*•  nej  y-scbend,  Sykynges  a  made  ynowe :  5116 

And  sowjnede,  &  wep,  &  ys  bondes  wrong,  "  Alas  I "  &  "  welaway  1 " 

was  ys  song,  &  ful  a-doun  ofte  y-sowe. 

T  Sortybrant^  confortede  Mm  fan,*  And  bad  bym  stonde  vp  as 
a  man,  &  lete  of  care  and  wo.  5120 

*  Sortybrant  [of  Combles]. 
•  under,  partly  eroued  through  ;  *  |>Bn  hym  twiforted  kyng  Sortibran.' 
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THB   DEVIL,  UNDER  THE   FORM   OF   MAHOUN,  BNCOURAQES  BALAN.  159 

Tho^  waa  fe  assaut  y-leuyd  clene,  for  Je  Amyral  was  so  fol  of  tene,    Th§ 

And  ne  mi^t  nojt  tendy  fer-to, 

"  Ay  *  Mahoun,"  quaj>  f  e  A[myral]  "  whar  ys  pj  myjt  ?   Why  wolt 

pon  suffiy  pya  otmri^ty     pat  paj  do))  pe  pia^  day?  0124 

fjne  fon  me  schende))  &  pe  al-eo,  And  pou.  ne  takest  no  kepe  per-iOy 

pj  mijte  ys  al  away." 
IT  fan  hym  spak  syre  Sortybrant :  "  Wyt  fat  pe  selue,  syr  Amyiant^ 

y  schal  pe  saye  why :  5128 

Bred  &  wyn,  &  com  plentee,  &  gold,  &  syluer  haj)  he  send'  pe, 

lordlyche  to  lyue  far-by ; 
Ac  bou  hym  hauest  f oule  myssayd,  Whar-for  he  ne  ys  nojt  wel  apayd,  sortybrant 

of*  fyng  pat  he  f*  ^at  5132  >'**~n'«  »• 

And  3at  nast  pan  nojt  amended  his  harm,  Of  fat  fat  fou  breke  him 

heued  &  arm  yesterday  wyf  a  staf : 

Soffre  far-fore  til  ate  laste,  fat  ys  malencolye  ben  apaste, 

f  at  he  berf  to  f  e.'  5136 

*fan  schal  fou*  hane  al  fy  wille  Of  hymen  fat  hanef  i-don  fe  ille^ 

&  pat  fou  schalt  wel  see  J" 
IT  fe  whyle  fay  speke  of  f ys  matere,  Com  f e  deuel  amonges  hem  there^     peaf  68j 

On  lyknysse  of  Mahoun  fere® ;      5140  tii/fonn  of" 
&  sayde  fanne  •to  fe  Amerel*  Wordes  fat  wem  i®y-her[d]  fii]  weP^ 

to  alle  fat"  far  were^* 
%  "  Balaan,  beo  now  glad  &  blythe,  &  tak  f yn  host  to  the  swythe,     Baian  to  laod 

hill  men  again 

&  assayle  ajen  f  e  tour ;  5 1 44  «« tiieasaauu. 

For  fay  wyf-inne  buf  nej  of-fraste :  fe  tour  fou  schalt  y-wynne  an- 

haste,  &  come  to  f  yn  honour." 

fan  wax  he  glad  &  dude  al-so^  Ss  his  homes  het  he  blowe  fo^*  BaiandoMM. 

And  so  fay  dude  anon.  5148 

An  hard  assaut  f o  by-gan,  non  scherpere  y-saw  fer  neu^re  man, 

y-mad  of  fleschd  &  bon. 
If  Hure  grete  engyns  fan  fay  bende,  And  grete  stones  far-wyf  fay  sends 

tofeh^etour:  5152 

»  [)>an].  •  p^  [ny^t  &].  '  [y-]8end.  *  of  [al]  f^rng. 

*  Ik,  >an  Bohalt  \><m  wel  see].  *-^  [ptkt  |h>v  schalt]. 

^  [What  ao  p9j  enert  be].  *  [)>e]  lyknysse  of  Mahouw. 

•-»  [al  aloud].  '•-»•  [y-lust  about].  ^'  MS.  to  alle  ))at  al  >at. 

"  [to  pe  A[merel]  in  his  resoun].  "  [)>an  wax  Balant  glad  ynowe]. 

*^  [&  het  me  scholde  ys  homes  blowe]. 
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160      THB  SABAOENS   MAKE  ANOTHER  DB8PBBATB  ASSAULT  ON   THE   TOWE& 


Some  try  to 
mine  the 
walla;  othera 
bring  ap 
Udden. 


Some  800 
Saracens 
scale  the 
walls,  but 


are  thrown 
down  and 
dashed  to 


tlear68»bMk3 


))e^  walles  to-breke,  &  al  to-cnisschede,  Oueral  )?ar  fe  stones  dusscbede, 

comynge  yrith  vygour : 
MjnourB^  jude  &  mjnede  fe  wal,  ]?e'  h^e  tour  to  maky  bym  M^ 

&  summe  laddres  bere,  5156 

A  aboute  pe  wal  )>e  laddies  lede.  God  of  beuene  ^  baioims  spede  I 

In  gret  peril  fan  fay  were. 
IT  fe  assaut  was  buge  and  perillous,  And  ]>e  cry  oryble  and  bydous, 

fat  fe  Sarjyns  made.  5160 

Sixtene  pieces  ^wer  fulled  to  ground  Of  fe  walles  fat  er  were  sond^ 

Wyf  stones  &  slabbes^  sade. 
Sai^yns  on  laddres  •gunne  yp  ste^e,*  Wei  tbre  bundred  ^f  an  an  be^e/ 

To  fe  ^gappes  buf  fay®  come,        5164 
&  eastern  to  entry  in-to  fe  tour.  Ac  f ys  barons  of  gret  bonour 

Ajeyn  bem  buf  ynome ; 
"With  swerdes  &  axes  scberp  y-grounde  fay  affuldem^  wtt/i  defes 
wonde,  far-to  were  fay  boun^® :  5168 

£cb  on  of  er  fan  gan  doun  falle,  &  breke  bure  nekkes  to  peces  smalle. 

So  dupe  fay  fulle  adoun. 
IT  "Lordes,**  sayde  fanne  fe  gode  Ogyer,  "We  ne  buf  bot  ten"  al- 
one beer,  to  defendye  al  ft»  flette :  5172 
Ac  of  al  fraunce  ber  ys  f e  flour,  Do  we  fat  no  man  in  desbonour 

of  cowardyse  ous  moje"  arette. 
By-boldef  f  ys  tour,  fat  er  strong  was.  To-broken  ys  now  in  twenty  plas, 

wyf  gonnes  &  cast  of  g3mne.^*       5176 
Ac  by  bym  fat  flecbs  of  Marie  tok,  fe  wyle  fat  lyf  syt  on  my  bok, 

ne  comef  f  er  none  wtt^inne : 
fe  wbyle  y  may  wylde  with  myn  bond  Corteyn  my  swerd,  fat  gode 
brond,  so  Sarsyns  "scbal  y"  so  cloute,     5180 

fat  a  cartful  y  scbal  sle  me-self ;  And  dof  je  al-so  on  }oure  be-belf, 

&  bolde  we  bymen  wtt^-oute.'' 
ITEojland]  ys  swerd  fan  gan  be-bolde.  And  Olyuer  bys  fat  was  so  bolde, 

fat  bofe  blody  ware.  5184 

'  [M]  ]fe.  *  [And  W  Mynow^,  &o.  •  [Of]  )>e. 

*-*  [of  J>e  walle  be  engynooifrs  hadde  afilled  al]. 

•  [Wy>  hure  stones].  •— •  [wem  vp  s-sto^].  '— ^  [oun  y-loje], 

•-•  *  holes  were  y-.'  •  affiUdem  [&  jyue]. 

'*  Offer  *  \>9,j  laid  \>o  on  )>er  helmes  rounde.*  "  ne  bot  ten  [men]. 

"  [eft].  '*  [&  sone  \>^j  )>efike>  bym  Wynne].  **— **  [wol  y]. 
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fan  was  far  non  of  al  f e  wacche  fat  ys  herte  ne  by-gan  to  caccbe, 

&  to  fi^te  mad  hem  ^eare. 
By  fat  were  Sara^jms  8to3en  vp  al  frechs,  And  wer  come  inward  at 
hard  &  neychs  At  a  pan  fat  was  broken  ;  5188 

Ac  f  ys  loides  hymen  potte  a-gayn,  And  habbef  hem  sone  fylled  &  slayn 

&  fat  hole  ajayn  y-stoken. 
IT  "  A  lord,"  sayde  Florippe  ban,  "  Sone  worth  yoh  a  lost  womman,    noripw 

Wei  ne^  fe  tour  ys  take.  '  5192  »*«»«»•*• 

Wo  worth  fe  tyme  he  was  arerd,  Of  my  deth  y  am  afferd, 

Lordee,  for  jour  sake." 
%  Gwy  of  Borgoygne  sayde  fan :  "  Ne  say  f ou  so  no  more,  lemman,  but  u  com- 

foit«d  by  Sir 

Y  pray  fe  for  fyn  honour.  5196  ^'v* 

"  Syre,"  sche  saide,  "  y  drede  stronge  For  we  dwellef  her  so  longe, 

&  ^far  compf  ous  no  socour.^ 
Y  hopede  lemman,  by  my  lyf.  To  han  y-beo  f y  weddid  wyf, 

&  be  cristned  for  f  y  sake.  5200 

fan  scholdest  f ow  of  al  f w?  lond  be  kyng.  And  y  f y  quene,  my  swete 

f  yng,  &  f  y  worldy  make." 

Tharwy  th  sche  made  a  long  sykyng,  And  hadde  fan  y-falle  in  sowcn- 
yng,  Nad  olyuer  hure  vp  y-take.  5204 

fan  was  non  fat.momynge  nas  Wanne  fay  hurde  fat  fay  re  of  fas, 

How  dulfully  sche  spake. 
Duk  Naymes  f  o  gan  loky  out,^  &  saw  comyng  f  *  grete  rout  Ntyme*  mm 

of  Charl[is]  wM  his  host  5208  J^^^T*'** 

On  a  mounteyne  wyf  gret  bobance;  fe  baner  knew*  he  ful  wel  of 

fraunce  fat  drowe  toward  fat  cost. 

H  "  lordlynges,"  sayde  Naymes  fan,  "  blif e  bef  &  glade  euery  man, 

&  lustnef  god  tydynge:*  5212 

fat  host  of  fraunce  v  seo  her  come  Ful  wel  y  haue  it  vndemome,        »<i  teiu  tb« 

be  f e  baner  fat  y  seo  brynge. 
fe  baner  ys  ybom  be-fore  f e  ferde,  &  fat  host  hym  cometh  afterwerde, 

Al  armed  on  armes  bri^te.  5216 

fay  spedef  faste  on  hure  maner,  Wel  fayne  fay  wolde  fat  fay  wer  her,     P«if  eo] 

yt  semef  me  be  sy^te. 

'-*  oror  'Booonr  oome>  \bt  non.'  *  [AS]  Duk  Naymes  J>o  loky[d]  out 

•  Fmiw].  *  [god  tydyng  i  wil  jow  schewe] 

FBRUMDRAU.  U 
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Of  fski  cost  al  ye  feldes  )>ay  bu)>  al  feld  vrith  speis  &  scheldes. 

And  wyf  men  of  my^te.  5220 

fe  Sai^yns  scliulle]?  tomorwe  haue  A  earful  iomee,  as  god  me  saue, 

Longe  or  come  f*  ny^te." 
IT  fan  hur  spak  ^  Jat  made  ^yng^ :  "  y  f onke  god  of  fys  tydyng*, 

&  marie  Jy*  moder  dere*."  5224 

G wy  tok  sche  be  )>e  middel  ))an  &  custe  hym  f  &  sayde,  ^  gode  lemman, 

now  am  ich  hoi  &  fere." 
IT  Now  buf  Jys  barons  alle  blythe,  &  to  f e  wyndowes  fay  wente  swythe, 

&  fyderward  gun  be-holde.  5228 

Char  [lis]  and  ys  host  come^  fay  se^e,  fe*  baner  of  fiance  y-bore 

an-he^e,  fan  waxen  hy  ful  bolde. 

Theirpy  teiii  ^  To  fc  A[merel]  fe  aspye  i^en  ys  went,  ^Of  wam  y  tolde^  fat  was 

wiSilS  **  y-sent  To  aspyen  how  it  ware,  5232 

And  tellef  hym  how  fat  Charlemayn  Wyf  ys  host  hym  comef  agayn 

WiiJi  hjrm  to  fi^te  jeare.® 
IT  f anne  hym  askede  f e  Amerel :  ''  Wyf  how  many  comef  fe  fauterel 

Wyf  f  e  bore  berde  1 "  5236 

with  100.000   "  Sir,"  quaf  he,  "  far  buf  y-tolde  An  hondred  f ousand  of  knyjtas  bolde 

Comyng  on  ys  ferde." 
sortibrant     %  Sortybraut  sayde,  "  fcr-of  no  drede,  f ow  hast  f e  doble  on  f y  ferede, 
numy!  Ay^  tweync  a3en  hem  One,  5240 

And  fay  habbef  f e  wrong  &  we  f e  ri^t ;  To-morwe  we  schulle  wyf 
hym  fijt,  &  discomfytye  hymen  echone." 

chariM  baiu  /^Harlvs  rod  forth  wyf  ys  host,  Til  he  cam  n^h^  be  cost, 

in  sight  of        M       \  *f  *   f  ^    y  9 

uie^iSiraoeii    ■  Thar  fc  Amend  lay;  5244 

V/   &  wanne  a  saw  ys  pauyllouns  Abide  bad  he  hys  barouns, 

No  f erf er  nolde  he  fat  day. 
The  ny^t  was  come,  f  e  day  was  gon,  f  e  Emperour  him  li^t  a-doun  anon, 

Vnder  an  Aychs  y  wene,  5248 

andtiMTput  |)at  stod  fe  same  playn  oppon,  fer  fat  fe  Amerel  his^®  host  lay  on, 
ouder  wxom,  y-logcd  on  a  grene. 

•— '  [Plorippe  >e  free], 
•  [3ea  I  ihesu.  god,  now  ^nk  y  thee]. 
•  [ys].  *    [of  J»y8  t>'dyng  here]. 

•  [^an]  come.  •  [And]  J»e.  '-''  [^t  je  h\ 

•  [frare].  »  [eu^].  '•  [&]  hia. 
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IT  Thar  herborghede  Je  kyng  &  ye  barouns,  'WyjK)ute  tentes  oJ>er 

pauyllouT^y  Al  pat  ilke  nyjte.  5252 

Per  at  Mautrible  ^ay  badde  y-laft  Tentes,  pauyllonSy  A  al  pat  craft, 

pat  per-to  scholde  be  dijte.^ 

IT  Ne  dude  no  man  far  of  ys  gere,  Bot  al  nyjt  leyen  y-armed  ther       Daftf6o,b«cki 

On  armes  of  god  entaile.  5256 

Huie  stedes  pel  fedde  with  otes  &  bred,  &  hym-self  dionke  whit  wyn 

&  red,  &  eten  of  hure  vytaile. 

If  On  ]7e  moi^nyng  wan  pe  day  him  sprong,  Charlis  jeode  ys  host  in  th«  mom- 

among,  &  het  fay  scholden  di^te,  5260  SSJ "***' 

Bo)>e  man  &  hors  on  such  aray  As  fay  wende  at  al  asay  KtSI?  ^^'^ 

beo  syker  ynow  to  fijte ; 

&  pan  behuld  he  aboute  ]>e'plas,  &  clepede  til  him  sire  Fyrumbras, 

&  fus  he  spak  him  tille  : —  5264 

"  Fyrumbras,  y  loue  pe  for-fan  pat  pon  art  bycome  a  criste-man  2**'t7at 

byfygodewille:  ET."^" 

Wolde  pj  fader  cristendom  take  y  Wolde  him  kepe  for  J>y  sake,         wmSt*^? 

lost-les  on  euery  syde  :  5268  Bengerswiii 

be  over- 
Harm  ne  schold  he  haue  non.  On  body  ne  catel,  by  seynt  ion,  looked. 

for  al  pe  worlde  wyde, 

Kotheles  he  hauef  y-do  me  wrong,  My  raessagcrs  i-holde  in  pry80U7i 

strong,  pat  y  sent  hym  yore ;  5272 

Eojland]  and  othere  Jat  buf  me  luf ;  &  J>o^  y  now  do  hym  gref, 

Beo  no^t  wrof  ferfore." 

H  fanne  hym  ansuerede  Sir  Fyrumbras :  "  Send  to  my  fader  in  pjs 

cas,  Ys  wiUe  to  wyte  &  knowe,  5276 

If  he  wolde  assenty  far-to ;  Leuere  me  were  hit  my^t  be  so, 

fan  al  fat  god  y  owe." 

IT  "  Y  gronte  wel,"  quap  f*  Emperer;  With  pat  he  clypede  duk 

Reyner,  &  Rychard  of  Normaundye,  5280 

'  In  a  faint  hand  at  the  bottom  : — 

Wan  )>e  Amyral  hym  ha>>  y-herd 
Of  ys  tydynges  he  wax  afferd 

^e  aBsaut  he  lefte  sone. 
&  gon  a^n  to  hir  loug}rDg  * 
Til  |>ay  haddef  of  hym  wamyng 

What  >ay  scholde  done 

*  A  h«t  yt  ho«t  go  to  hore  logyng.  f  [iMrdt]. 
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164  CHARLES   DETERMINES  TO  SEND   A   MBSSENOEB  TO   BALAN. 

And  askede  of  hew  wham  fay  wil  rede  fai  he  schold  sende  on  fat 
nede,  To  fe  Amerel  of  nubbye  : 

^eHySru)  "  -^  J®  lordes  willej)  assenty  f  aisto,  Gweynes  schal  myn  eraunt  do, 
Siito  for  he  ys  fers  and  fel ;  5284 

'      At  fe  takyng  of  Mantrible  toun  He  bar  hym  as  a  bold  baioun, 

&  prouede  hiw  far  ftd  weL" 
IT  Gweynes  iherde  fe  Kynges  sawe,  And  sayde  a  wolde  wende  fawe, 

&  perfornye  wel  fat  nede :  5288 

to  which  tu    &  faye^  assentede  on  hym  ^eare  fat  Gwenes  schudde  to  Ameral 
fare,  fat  erand  for-to  bede. 

[leaf 70]     IT  To  hym*  fanne  saide  fe  kyng  of  fraunce  :  "  Arme  fe  wel  for  alle 
chaunce,  f  yderward  er  f  ou  wende ;  5292 

SlrOT**i<mhi«  ^^^^  f^^  J'®^  Amyral*  be  our  fo,  Til  hym  fe  message  fou  most  do, 
instraotioii..  j^^t  y  gchal  f  e  sende. 

Say  hym  fat  he  his  lay  for-sake,  &  to  cristendom  him-silae  take, 

&  lyne  on  god  Almi3te ;  5296 

&  fat  he  delyuery  me  my  barouTis  bolde  fat  he  haf  kept  on  ys  holde, 

long  tyme  aje  f  e  ri^te, 
And*  delyuery  me  vp  on  god  aray  fe  Eelyqes  fat  he  bar  away, 

In  Eome  my  Citee  gret ;  5300 

fe  nayles  three,  &  fe  croune,  fat  perschede  cryst  on  ys  passyoune, 

On  hefd,  honde,  and  fet : 
And  if  he  wil  assenty  f ar-to,  non  harm  fanne  ne  wyl  y  do 

To  hym  ne  non  of  hys.  5304 

And  yf  a  wil  no^t  f  as  god  me  saue,  Yengeaunce  of  hym  wil  y  haue, 

&  loke  fou  say  hym  thys." 
IT  To  Charlis  fanne  saide  Gweneloun :  "  f y  message  schal  be  wel 
y-don,  Sone  wit^ute  drecche."  5308 

Gwenvion      Ys  helm  on  is  hed  sone  he  caste,  And  let  him  lacye  wel  &  faste, 

&  ys  swerd  me  dude  hym  fecche. 
A  lep  yp  fanne  on  ys  hors  of  werre.  And  takef  til  hym  scheld  Ss 
sperre,  Strong  &  god  at  nede.  5312 

and  goes  on    Qfcr  felaschip  ne  takef  he  non,  Bot  rydef  forf  hym-self  al-on, 
•!<»••  To  do  fat  hardy  dede. 

*  [Jwine]  ^ye.  •  [Gweynea].  •-•  [To]  |»«, 

^Amyral  [Balan].  '  And  [al-so]. 
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T  As  Gweynes  hym  prikede^  oner  J>*  feldes,  He  metef^  Sarsyns  witA 

speres  &  scheldes,  pat  kepte  f •  wacche  fan :  531 6 

fay  askede  of  hem  fanne  an-haste.  Why  he  prykede  so  wonder  f aste, 

&  wyder  he  fojte  gan. 
T  "Y  am  a  Messager,"  quaj>  Gweneloun,  "  Y-send  to*  fe  A[meral] 
hy  Charloun ;"  &  fanne  fay  lete  hym  fare.  5320 

Kea^re  ne  astente  he  affcer  fan,  Bote  prykef  hym  forth  be-fore  Balan, 

yn-to  ys  pauylloim  3eare.'* 
Gweynes  was  bof e  hardy  &  wys,  To  f e  Amend  spak  he  his  avys,       wiien  he 

ne  sparede  he  for  no  doute.  5324  Bai*»''»  t^nt 

**  Balan,***  said  he,  "  to  me  entende.   Gharlis  kyng  to  fe  me  sende,     ^  delivers 

to  wham  f  ou  most  aloute. 
Mahoon  he  hotef  fat  fow  for-sake,  And  anon  ri^t  to  follo^t  take, 

&  by-lyue  on  god  ahnijte.  5328 

Ys  barons  als  fou  scholdist  him  ^elde.  And  fe  relyqes  fat  fou  dost  Dear 70,  bk] 

helde,  Al  agayn  fe  ri^te. 

&  if  foa  assentist  to  fys  sonde,  He  ne  wol  no  f yng  of  f y  londe, 

bote  lete  f  e  in  pes  Ss  reste ;  5332 

&  euere  he  wol  the  worschip  do,  &  Fyrumbras  f  y  sone  wol  al-so, 

f  e  wyle  ys  lyf  wil  leste. 
&  hot  f  on  her-of  make  f y  fyn,  He  difiOief  f  e  and  alle  f  yn, 

for  with  fe  wil  he  %te,  5336 

&  discoumfity  fe  her  &  f y  ferede,  &  putte  f  y  body  to  schentful  dede, 

for  f  y  grete  onrijte." 
IT  Wanne  fe  Amend  hym  ynderstod,  A  clew  ys  heued,  and  ri;te  ys  Baian  stamps 

•ndftimcs 

hod,  &  starede  wztn  ys  ejene  wronge,    5340  with  mge, 

&  prauncede  &  blew  as  he  were  wod,  &  mi3t  no^t  speke  for  his  he3e 

mod,  or  was  after  longe. 

And  fan  saide  he  to  Gweneylloun :  "  How  wer  f on  so  hardy,  stronge  ^nd  wvs 

felonn,  come  armed  on  fy  stede,  5344  bring^sudl*^** 

By-fore  me  her  on  my  panylloun,  &  fus  vylayn[i]che  on  f y  resoun 

f  y  message  to  me  abede  ?  a  messftge, 

By  Mahoon,  on  wham  my  be-lyue  ys  an,  f  on  ne  comest  nenere,"  saide 

Balan,  "  to  Gharlemayn  a3ene."  5348 

*  prickede  [)>aii].  '  metef  [wy|>].  •  y-send  [be]  to. 

*  [fare].  '  Balun  [spak]. 
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find  orders 
his  barons  to 
kiUhim. 


Gwenylon 
draws  hit 
sword, 
and  slays 
Bmyllant, 


and  then 
gallops  away 
as  fost  as  he 


pnrsned  by 

50,000 

Baraoeni. 

Niiymes  sees 
all  Uiis, 


and  t«11s 
Roland  and 
Oliver. 

peaf71] 


Tliey 

recofmiw 

Gwetiylon. 


To  his  barouws  fan  cride  he  loud — "  To-hewef  fee  messager  fat  ys 

so  proud,  Wyf  swerdes  scherpe  &  kene." 

IT  Gweynes  fanne  hym  gan  to  doute,  Wanne  he  saw  to  hym-ward 

route  San^yns  stronge  &  smerte ;  5352 

A  drow  ys  swerd  &  smot  Bruyllant,  pat  was  kyng  of  Mountmyrrant, 

euene  in-to  fe  herte ; 
f  e  Sarajyn  fat  was  of  gret  renoun  At  fe  Amyral  is  fet  hym  f el  adoun ; 

&  Gweynes  twmde  hjni  fanne,      5356 
And  rod  oat  of  fe  pauylloun  f orw  al  fat  host  with  gret  rendoun, 

As  faste  as  he  may  rer?ne. 
IT  f  e  Amyral  ran  after  hym  on  ys  fet,  And  cryde  to  ys  host  with  herte 

gret—  "  Takef  fan  f ef  an-haste."  5360 

To  horse  faTine  wente  at  o  trome  Fyfty  f ousant  of  armede  gome, 

&  after  hym  prykede  vaste. 
IT  At  a  wyndowe  of  fe  tour  stod^  Neymoun,  And  saw  how  fay 

enchacede  Gweneloun,    To  slen  him  if  fay  my^te ;  5364 

Kg  [land]  fan  clypef  he  &  Olyuer :  "  Sirs,"  quaf  Neymes,  "  comef  ner. 

And  seef  a  propre  si3te ; 
Fro  f  e  3ond  pauyllons  prykef  a  kny^t,  An-horse,  y-armed,  &  weel 

y-dy^t,  Wyf  a  drawe  swerd  an-honde ;       5368 

&  hym  chacyof  Sarsyns,  by  god  almi^t,  Wei  fifty  f  ousant  y-armed 

bri^t,  To  slen  him  dof  fay  fonde. 

Me  symef  it  ys  a  Messageer,  And  Gweynes  *hit  semef  ^  be  si^te  her, 

8fat  ridef  far^  al-one."  5372 

"  Parfay,"  quaf  Ropand],  "  fow  saist  fat  sofe,  fat  knowe*  hym  wel 

&  ys  stede  bof  e,  god  kep  hym  f ram  ys  fone  ! " 

Alle  fay  gujene  fan  god  to  praye,  fat  scholde  hym  coundye  on  ys 

waye,  &  saflyche  ajen  hym  sende.  5376 

Ac  for  fay  wem  for  hym  in  doute,  fey  by-hulden  him  jeme  &  lokeile 

oute,  Wyte  fay  wolde  fan  ende. 

FOrth  hym  prykef  sir  Gweneloun  Opon  ys  stede  Chacebroun,    ' 
To-ward  ys  strengf*  an  hye ;  5380 

And  f  e  Sarajynj  after  him  prikede  .  f  anne  Ase  harde  as  hure 
hors  mi3t  reime,       With  noyse  &  eke  wttA  crye, 


[lokede  out]. 


[aeo  by.] 


[as  he  ryjd]. 
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Gweynes  flej  forj)  so  wynd  and  rayn  Til  he  cam  nej  amydde  pe  playn, 

&  wiatliche  he  twmd  him  bawne,   6384  owenyion 

^  ^  '  lurn«  and 

And  smot  a  Sareyn  of  Agrymoun,  J>or3  ys  hed  he  clef  hym  doun,       "^^ 

In-to  ys  brest  a  spanne. 
WyJ  tenebre  he  metef  &  sujfe  anojjer,  Jat  on  was  cosyn,  Jat  ofer  the  coa«in 
was  brother  To  fe  Amyral  Balawne.  ^^^^aSS!'**' 

Tenebre  garde  he  J^oi^  ^  brayn,  ])at  o]7er  in  ^e  herte  wtt^  mi^t  & 

mayn.  And  for)>  he  pryke])  ])anne. 

IT  Gweynes  was  boJ>  strong  and  feer,  And  ofte  he  tomde  hym  in  pis 
manor,  &  slow  al  ])at  he  ra^te.  5392 

&  eft  he  prikede  on  ys  way,  And  wan  01[yuer]  fat  al  ])ys  cas  y-say 

Y-saw  how  wel  he  fa3te, 
To  Eoland  said  he  Janne  ry3t :  "  How  feynt  f e,  felawe,  be  fis  kny^t  Oliver 

fat  her))  hym  \m  wel  al-one?         5396  ^"^^^^'^ 
Ne  saw  y  neuere  o  man  wit^  my  8y3t,  Saf  fe  f  here  hym  betere  in  fy3t, 

by  god  fat  sit  in  trone. 
Kow  wold  it  god  on  fys  nede,  fat  y  were  by  hym  on  my  stede,         K  wi  wSi 

Baucyn  of  Melaunt.  5400  ''*™- 

fan  schold  y  make  hnre  sydes  blede,  An  hundred  of  hem  per  scholde 

be  dede,  Of  Sarsyns  &  persaunt." 

IT  Of  hys^  do3tyni8se  myche  fay  speke,  Ac  eu^re  f e  Sara3yns  after  when  the 

hym  reke,  To  slen  hym  was  hnre  mod  :  5404 

Ac  wan  fay  fat  frensch  host  of-seyn,  fay  wem  agast  &  tomde  a3eyn,  [foi.  71,  bk] 

prykynge  as  bay  were  wod :  Frencii 

To  f e  Ameral  fay  come  sone  fas,  &  tolde  fat  sofe  how  it  was,  **^  ""'^^  ^y- 

of  f *  Messager  &  of  fat  host ;        6408 
And  fat  Charjlis]  hadde  on  his  f  erode  An  hundred  f  ousant  on^  a  mede, 

fat  lay  thar  ne3  f e  cost. 
"  Let  ordeyn  fyn  host  f ar^for  anon,  fat  fay  beo*  araid  euerechon 

In  armes  for-to  fi3te."  6412 

f e  Ameral  het  f anne  his  homes  blowe,  &  fat  alle  wer  y-armed  in  a 

throwe,  &  to  batayl  y-redy  hem  di3te. 

IT  f anne  com  be-fore  fe  Amerel  ther.  Fro  ys  brofer  a  Messager,  a  meeeenger 

&  told  hym  fys  tydynge,  5416 

*  Of  hys  [grete],  •  on  [ya] 

'  [araid]  beo. 
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108         balan's  brother  combs  with  an  army  to  his  assist akce. 

b'*M'r*i8      f ^*  y®  brojyer,  sir  Bruyllaunt^  fat  was  kyng  of  he^  persaunt, 
**"**'«  ^Jp  ys  ^ost  was  coraynge, 

with  100,000   WyJ)  an  hondred  J>ousent  persaunc^,  To  helpe  him  ajen  )»e  kyng  of 
fraunc^,  And  eke  t^eyn  ys  host.  5420 

])an  wax  ]>e  Amyial  glad  &  blythe,  And  j^ankede  Mahonn  an  hundred 
Bjpe,  &  gan  to  blowe  host, 

to mJrtSm.  ^^  ®*®^®  ^^  ^®  J)anne  an  haste,  &  a^en  ys  broJ>er  wende  he  fast«, 

With  o))re  pat  he  gan  banne.         5424 
&  wan  ]>ay  were  to-gadre  y-met,  SpiUyng  of  speche  far  was  gret 

y-mad  bytwene  hem  panne. 

For  Char[lis]  J>ay  saiden  scholde  be  slawe,  And  Fyrumbros  ys  sone 

an-honged  &  drawe,        &  no[rippe]  schold  be  for-brent,    5428 

And  Char[li8]  host  discoumfyted  &  slayn  ;  Thus  fay  talkede  be-twene 

hem  tweyn,  As  fay  to<gadre  went. 

Their  anitod  %  Wawne  hire  hostes  were  to-gadre  y-come,  banne  was  ther  an  huge 

armiM  yj  */  s  o 

SJJJ'SoMo.  trome,  iij  hundred  f ousent  &  mo.  5432 

Four  dyucrs  tonges  of  Sara^yns,  Persans,  torkys,  and  Arrabyns, 

And  Affiycans  al-so : 
Ful  huge  was  fanne  fassemblee.  On  thyrty  partyes  to-delede  he 

Ys  Sarajyns  fe  AmereL  5436 

now  god  to  fe  cristene  take  kepe,  For  fay  ne  habbef  on  hure  hepe, 

bote  fe  f ridde  del ! 
Gwenvion     T^T"^^  J^  Gweyuos  come  weyn,  &  tellef  ^  ys  lord,  kyng  Chailemeyn, 

telU  ine  l^k    I 

miMion^'''*       \^  to-gadre  betre  &  werse,  5440 

-1-  1    fat  f e  Amerel  ne  dredof  hym  no^t,  Noufer  in  dede  ne  in  f ojt, 

fe  value  of  a  kerse. 
&  fat  wanne  he  spak  of  crystendom,  How  he  spatte  &  fyede  far-on, 

&  wolde  hym  hab  y-sleyne.*  5444 

[leaf  711     »And  how  he  slow  kyng  Brayllant,  fat  was  kyng  of  mount-myrrant 

*  tellef  [to],  •  y-slayne  corrected, 

•  In  a  faint  hand  at  the  bottom: — 

\>at  host  of  Sanmms  \>sai  he  beheld  ^ay  haue  \>e  wrong  &  we  f^e  ri^t, 

f,ar  po  by-spradde  pe  large  feld.  We  sohuUe^  ale  alle  hem  yn  fyjt, 

i^  myle  yn  lengpe  &  brede.  Haue  ^  none  drede. 

Al  a-loud  said  he  \>en  :  ♦&  if  Jwrn  wilt  ny  .  .  .  |>at .  .  . 

"  Her  ys  gret  puple  of  he)>ene  men,  Com  out  \>e  self  y  |>e  pray 

god  of  heuene  ous  spede  I 

Al^o)  |>ay  beo  mo  \>B.n  we  yn  nuwbre,  Jraiine  kepe  J>e  neu^re  . . 

Hure  false  fayth  schal  he*;»  encorabre,  Bote  1*  here  body  .  . . 

&  ek  hir  false  dede.  •  at  the  top  of  toaf  7S. 
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A-fom  jB  owen  eyne^ : 

&  pOT)  ys  host  al  how  he  passede,  &  how  J>e  Sara3yn8  hym  f  anne 

chacede,  &  how  he  awayward  rende ;  5448 

&  how  *ofte  he*  tu^nde  a^eyn,  &  slow  of  fe  Sarajyns  fat  chacede 

hym  pejny  xxx^  as  he  wende. 

If  Charlis  swer  by  ^Milde  marye,*  bat  be  Armyrall  &  hyse  *bu8  chMie«Tow» 

scholde  abye,*  or  ^  sonne  hure  fulle.  5452  ^wlsmir. 

&  f anne  he  clepede  ys  conseyl,  And  depa^-tede  his  host  on  .v.  batail, 

to-IU^t  as  y  wil  30W  telle : 

Bichard  he  takef  on  to  lede,  Anofer  to  Reyner,  god  of  rede,  SJSS*^** 

*toG[weneloun]tokheJ>atJ)ridde«;  6456  ^^^ 

Gefifray  Hantefaelle  he  tok  |>e  far))e,  ]>e  fif|)e  to  him-selue  ]>at  most 

was  werfe,  *&  held  hem  far  amydde.* 

IT  fe  Amyral  fan  spak  to  fat  kyng^ :  "  Brof er,  said  he,  fow  most  do 

fyng,  fat  y  schal  fe  saye.  5460 

fow  schalt  beo  f e  furste  fat  schal  gon  Wyf  f yn  host  f^en  our  fon,     JJJ'JJJJJUJ 

Ac  0  fyng  y  fe  praye:  t^%^ 

Ac  if  f OTi  metest  wyf  Charlemayn,  Loke  for  nof yng  fat  he  be  slayn,  K52.^ 

As  fou  louest  myn  honour.  5464 

For  in-to  Aufryke  schal  he  be  lad,®  Wyf  fe  of  re  ®fat  me  habbef 

sory  mad,*  fat  liggef  her  on  my  tour." 

If  fay  ensemblede  famine  to-gadre  anon,  f e  Sarsyns  blewe  hure  homes 

ecchon,  to  batail  or  fay  paste.  5468 

^®  Ac  by-fore  alle  prikede^®  Bruyllant,  For  prude  &  for-to  make  auaunt,  BrujCant 

Wei  a  stones  caste ; 

And  fanne  he  cryde  and  gan  to  sayn :  "  Whar  art  fow,  Charpis],  fow  ^JJgf^ 

vylaynl  ^^Wat  dost  fov  yn  fis  lond.^^         5472 

In  yuel  tyme  dudest  fow  pace  Mantrible  brigge,  &  oure  men  chace, 

fou  abiest  it  witA  myn  bond. 

f yn  host  fys  day  schal  beo  ded,  And  fow  schal  luse  f yn  hore  bed 

for  fy  fol  outrage.  5476 

'  Afom  3rg  eyne  [tweyne].  *-*  [he  many  tymee], 

•-*  [ya  oroune  of  golde].  *-*  [abiKge  scholde]. 

•— •  [>e  >ridde  to  Gweneloun].  •-*  [|>an  tiike|>  Charlemoaii]. 

^  [)»e  Amyral  spak  to  Broyllant  kyng].  •  [send], 

•— •  over  *y  haue  yment  [y-send].' 

>•-••  r^f  ^Moe  by-fore  alle  priked  out]. 

[y  chalange  al  |»y  lond]. 
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&  suf fe  schuJle  we  wit^  8trengJ?e  of  bond,  Wende  in-to  fraunce  & 

conqueie  fj  lond,  &  si  fjn  heritage^ ; 

Jjorj-out  fy  lond  schal  beo  no  page  pat  ys  xy  *^er  y-holde*  of  age, 

So  Ma[houii]  me  mote  amende,      5480 
])at  he  ne  schel  ^elde  til  ous  truwage,  Four  floryns  of  gold  of  god 
coygnage  Euery  jer  to  rente."* 

neftm,biwkj  %  Wan  Charlis  y-herde  how  he  sayd,  *  He  tok  (1)  as  him  ful  wel  arayd,* 
Sis  hS*****  Blanchard  he  made  sterte,  5484 

■**"•  And  piykede  to  hym  wyf  a  spere  ;  &  Jorw  pe  scheld  &  armt/re  he  hym 

gan  here,  &  forw  hys  body  him  gerte. 

pe  schaft  was  god  &  wtt^-oute  lak,  And  huld  for^  styf,  and  no^t  ne 
brak,  &  he  hit  drow  out  wzt^  strengfe :  5488 

tbmi  chargM  And  Tjdef  £^en  J>e  kyng  lustyn,  Of  Torkye  was  he  a  strong  Sarsy^^ 
»£or  An»  huge  man  of «  lengfe ; 

•iiijB  him,     gcheld  ne  haberke  ne  halp  hym  no^t  J>at  ys  sper  ys  herte  ne^  sojt, 

J)or3  ys  body  and  al :  5492 

J>e  kyng  ful  ded  of  ys  sadel  y-gylt,  And  wtt^  fat  strok  fat  sper  was 

spylt,  &  brak  to  peces  smaL 

wvd  after  him  Jjj  f  anue  drow  he  ys  swerd  of  Steel,  &  metef  wyj)  Cktrgayn  &  hit 

hym  weel  On  J>e  nekke  with  mayn.*  5496 

f 03  ys  auentaille  were  strong  &  god,  He  smot  po  of  bofe  hefd  &  hod, 

pat  alfvlonpe  playn.* 
Boiuid  hean  IT  Rychard  ys  horn  ^^fanne  herde  blew,^^  Roland  hyt  hurde,  fat  ^^  souu 
horn  blow,  12  he  kuew,^*  &  gan  to  busky  hj7n  fewne.^*         5500 

»  MS.  heritate.  »-*  [3er  old]. 

•  At  bottom,  in  a  faint  hand : — 

l^an  Bruyllant  brak  him  oat  aiforn, 
&  To  olypy  host  he  blew  an  horn, 

k  l^an  l^ay  come  an-haste. 
"  Go  we  |>^-for  to  |7am  affront, 
&  fijte  we  with  \k>  Lef^ene  bond, 

&  maugre  habben  pat  spare.*' 
**  Amen,"  saide  fjsy  eu^rechon  ; 
WitA  pat  hert  was  yp  anon 

&  layn  \>Ky  wel  be  fare. 
|)an  C!bar[1i8]  \>Kt  host  ha)>  y-nome 
k  esyly  rydej)  at  o  trome 

k  ajen  \>e  Sarsyns    .     . 
♦-*  [He  ne  huld  hUn  noit  J»ar-of  apayd].  •  [&]  an.  *  of  [brede]. 

'  [l^und]  ne.         *  [Alys]  mayne.         *  [playne].         '•— *•  [gan  to  blowe]. 
'*  [&]  \>ai,  '•-'•  [gan  knowe].  "  [In  pe  tour  |>ar  he  was  ynne]. 
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Pul  wel  wiste  he  by  fat  soun  fat  ys  vncle  kyng  Charlonu 

Ys  batayl  ^had  by-gunne.* 
•  Glad  was  Rolond  fanne  and  blythe,  Ys  felawes  clepede  he  tyl  hym  JJ^^jJJJ^^, 
swythe,  &  tellef  hem  so^  anon.  6504 

fan  waxe  *fayre  hertes  ly;te,^  &  sone  fay  buf  yn  amies  dy^te,*  tb^ISJifc 

Sykyr  ynow  euerechon.^ 

CHarlys  &  hyse  fat  were  wyf-oute  f e  Sara^yns  jerne  fay  gunne 
to  cloute,  er  fay  come  of  f e  tour.  5508 

Al  fat  Charlis  wyf  ys  swerd  araujte  Hit  ful  doun  ded  at  o  drau3te, 

So  gret  was  his  vygour. 
fanne  by-gan  muche*  noyse  &  cry,  ^fe  frewsch-fyjte  to-gadre  egrely^ 

Alle  fat  far  were,®  5512 

Bofe  of  Sarsyns  and  frensche  men,  Alle  fey  wende  to-gadre  fen, 

&  fojte  y-same  fere. 
IT  fat  batayl  f  o  by-gan  wonder^  fel,  Ac^®  fat  frenchs  host  bar  hym  wel,  a  flerMbatti* 

Wyf  speres  &  swesdes  y-grownde.  5516 
To  Sarsyns  habbef  fay  jyue  anon^^  Of  stume  strokes  wel  god  won, 

&  mad  hew  grysly  wounde. 
Gret  slajt  was  far  on  hure  syde.  In  ^2  j,^  fgi^j  j^ye  fay  .  witA  wondes 
wyde,  fat  arst  wer  pront  on  pres.  5520 

Moche  was  fe  blod  fat  far  was  schad.  And  many  a  wydewe  far  was     n«if  ts] 
mad,  And  many  child  faderles.  auugbter. 

IT  With  fat  corns  ^*  in  a  Sara3yn  fier,  Tenebre,  fat  was  kyng  of  Byer,  Teneb«, 

King  of  ByoTf 

On  ys  helm  he  bar  fe  croun,i*       5524 
&  dude  fe  frensche  host  gret  damage,  Why  hys  puple  fat  was  sauage,  makM^niit 

ful  many  fay  ''^fulde  adouw.^*  amonrntttw 

'— '  [dude  \)0  by-gynne],  •  [fyer-of], 

•-*  [&  |>an  waxe  |>ay  glad  an  sone  hem  di^te], 

*  [And  in  fyn  armore  araid  hem  ry^te].        *  [\>js  lordes]  and  [wel  ynow], 

*  [bo|)e].  ^-^  [And  l^e  batailles  en-semblede  hastely]. 

*  At  the  bottom,  in  a  faint  hand : — 

^e  tweyn  hostis  assemblede  )>aa 
&  eoh  til  o)>er  ^an  layd  an, 

k  farrfy  gan  to  fy3te. 
^ay  ^at  wem  a  myle  ^^ro 
My^te  y-hure  ]>e  strokes  )h>, 

Toouen  on  helmes  bryite. 
•  fsmert  &].  '•  [And].  "  [>>anne]  anon.  »  In  [tal]. 

**  [smot  in  (7)].     MS.  cons.  *^  [&  com  {ot\>  with  ys  fereede]. 

[sloje  to  dede]. 
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Oure  cristen  men  hadde  fay  put  abak  Nadde  fay  comen  fat  y  of  spak, 

fe  ^barouT^s  fat  wer  so  preste^ ;     6528 

^ndund    Rolond,  'OljHier  and  Naymouw,*  *And  alle  fe  doffepers  fan  come 

SSfioSTliiiy  adoun,^  Al  y-armed*  in  f  •  beste ; 

SSSi***       Stedes  ne  toke  fay  wif  hem  non,  For  ynowe  fay  founde*  w/t^oute 

gon,  A-strayey  on  f  e  grene.  5632 

fan  out  of  f e  tour  fay  gof  echon,^  And  euerech  of  hem  *^haf  tak^  on, 

&  sone  werf  ®  vp  y  wene. 
SI**'^to?'  '  '^^  fy®  l^>aK)i;iws  of  gret  honour  Florippe,  fat  fanne  lef te  on  fe  tour, 
^  "^^"v-  Cryinge  gan  to  sayne  1  5536 

"  je  lordes  of  firaunce  fat  buf  f e  flour,  Kepef  wel  Gyoun  my  paramour, 

&  bryngef  him  me  i^eyne." 
•To  batayl  faste  fan*  gunne  fonde,  With  scheldes  enbraced,  &  spers 
an-honde,  ^^fay  dude  her  hors  to  gone.^®        5540 

11  Wan  fay  ynto  fe  batayP^  entred  were,  Sone  fus  i^habbef  forw 

gon^^  there  f  scheldtromes  of  faire  fone : 

i^And  alle  fe  Sar8yn3  fat  fay  guwne  mete  **To  gronde  fay  laid  hem 
-with  dentes  grete,  y-^yuen  wiHi  spers  kene.  6544 

far  was  non  of  hure  helue  fat  nadde  a-slawe  mo  fan  twelue, 

fat  leyen  f er  on  the  grene. 
Thejmake    IT  Wan  hure  speres  by-gunne  to  faile,  Hure  swerdes  fay  drowe  of  god 
wof^  entaHe,  &  laid  on  fan  vriih  ma3me ;  6548 

Wyth  strokes  fat  fullen  as  a  fof  er  fay  laid  douw^^  Sara^yns  ech  on  of er, 

Ded  ry^t  on  fat  playne. 
fe  Sarjynj  flojen  hem^^  for  hure  prow,  Suche  fat  arst  were  hardy  ynow 

to  abide  er  fay  come :  5552 

For  hure  strokes  fuUe^^  so  sare,  fat  Alle  fat  fay  ra^to,!®  lasse  &  mare, 

Hure  def  fan'®  fay  nome. 

*— '  over  *  [lordea]  ra)>er  yn  my  spelle.* 

*— *  over  *  vfy\>  ys  company.' 

•— •  In  the  margin  '  \>at  >»yderward  come  hagtely  [how]  as  y  Bchal  jow  telle.' 

*  y-armed  [alle].  *  [863611].  •  [anon].  '— '  [far-of  tok]. 

•  [lup].  "— •  [fus  barouTW  faste  forf  ]. 

10—10  ^rj^^  j,Q  batayl  |?a«ne,  fay*  goes].     "— "  [And  wan  fay  amonges  he»i]. 
u_i«  [ijarong  i^orlede].  ♦  Jyay  above  tlie  line, 

*'  under  is  *  Sone  fay  made  hem  lefe  fat  swete,  of  f am  alle  was  far  non 
|rat  nad  y-sleyn  an  hundred  fon  J)a/i  witA-ynne  wyle.* 

'*  Tku  line  eroded  through.  "  [adou»].  '•  [floie  hymen]. 

"  [were].  '«  [smyte].  '»  [of  hem  J. 
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*Al-8o  £036  fe  Sar^yns  Rolond^  Wan  J)ay  aparceuede  ys  heuy  hond,  The 

So*  sperhauk  i  do  J)  fe  larke.  5556  ™*^ 

For  al  fat  jM)rw  his  hondes  crep  To  def e  he  dyngede  hem  doun  to  hep,  CUiif78,biwki 

With  strokes  steme  &  sterke. 
Alle  J>e  feldes  fan  wem  y-fuld  WyJ)  fe  Sarsyns  fat^  wem  y-kuld 

In  fat  batayl  wykke ;  5560 

forw-out  al  fe  feldes  wyde  fat  blod  ran  doun  in  euery  syde, 

In  stremes  grete  &  f ykke. 
Discoumfyt  flowe  f e  reinaynant,  &  after  hem  prikede  duk  Rolant,      RoiMd  and 

&  Olyuer  his  felawe ;  5564  ^^^"^ 

Ac  or  fay  afifenrede  hem  03t  myche  fen  Mo  fan  an  .C.  of  fe  hef emen  "*•"• 

Had  hy  tweyne  a-slawe. 
IT  Wan  fe  Amerel  fat  cas  y-se^  Sorwe  ^eode  ys  herte  ne^, 

To  Ma[houn]  he  gan  to  mene :       5568 
"  Ay  5 "  saide  he,  "  syre  Mahonet,  Lyte  loue  schewest  f ou  me  jet, 

fow  hast  for-jete  me  clene." 
He  saw  ys  folk  faste  fleoynge,  &  frensche  men  after  hem  faste  prykynge, 

fat  vriih  swerdes  layde  hem  doun.  55  7  2 
Ys  swerd  adiow  he  anon  rijt  fanne,  &  prikede  ys  stede  f  &  he  gan  BaianohwgM 

renne  To  howel  of  seynt  Miloun. 

fe  Sarjyn,  fat  was  fers  &  smert,  howel  oppon  fe  helm  he  gert 

^Wiih  his  swerd  wttA*  mayne  ;      5576 
forw  helm,  &  coyphe,  &  bacynet,  fe  swerd  gof  forf  wyf-oute  let,       jndcauhim 

&  sank  in-to  ys  brayne ; 
He  fill  doun  ded  far  al-so  hot.  &  to  Gauter  beaufylj  fanne  a  smot      then  cImvm 

A  strok  fat  was  ys  def,  5580  •^'^ 

Bijt  on  fe  heued  anoneward,  &  clef  ys  helm  f 03  he  war  hard, 

&  ys  hed  in-to  f  e  tof . 
(Jeflfipey  of  Parys  smot*  he  als,  And  gurde  his  heued  fro  be  hals,  and  siayt 

^  '  OefAwrand 

&  Fouicheer^  SI03  he  fanne.  5584  Fourdwero. 

Charlis  it  s^  &  wax  ful  wrof ,  &  prikede  Blaunchard  &  to  him  agof ,  ch«pi«« 

As  fasto  as  he  may  renne.  *»^ 

IT  fan  Char[li8]  .  a  strok  til  hym  gan  mynte;  Ac  hym  faylede  of  ys  bat  hit  ■word 

fflMDCM  off 

dynte,  for  fat  swerd  hym  glente  5588  ^^ 


over'Ao  by-fop  al  o|>re  |>ay  floje.'  *  So  [J>e].  •  )fat  [^ar]. 

*-*  [A  strok  with  myjt  &].  *  [|>a»ne]  smot 
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By-twene  ys  scheld  &  ys  for  arsoun ;  Ac  ])e  sadel  &  ]>e  stede  clef  he 
al  dou/i,  J)orw-out  al  yt  wente : 

and  cuta  his  pe  stede  fill  doun  on  peces  tweye ;  fe  Ameral  dradde  fan  to  ben  a-sleye, 

or  he  aryse  my3te,  5592 

[leaf  74]     Ac  sone  sterte  he  vp  of  |>e  f orj,  And  Charpis]  stede  a  gerde  for}, 

fat  was  so  fair  of  s^te. 
ciiaries'f       be  stede  was  ded  &  ful  adoun.  On  fote  stert  vp  bo  Charlouit, 

horaeU  killed  '  jt  ^  r 

Eaply  al  on  hete,  5596 

&  wyj)  ys  drawe  swerd  an-honde  Alayd  on  fe  Ameral  wyf  fat  bronde, 

&  3af  hym  dyntes  grete. 
and  they  light  /^N  fote  fanne  fo3te  fys  princes  bofe,  And  layde  on  strokes  wilde 
\^         &  wrofe,  With  hure  swerdes  kene.  5600 

f e  A[meral]  was  he3ere  fan  Charlys  was  f e  amountance  of  a  fotes  spas 

&  sum-wat  more  y-sene. 
Ac  ay  fa^t  Charlis  wyf  herte  god,  And  f  e  Ameral  egerliche  him  with- 
stod,  &  Foule  wtt/i  hym  gan  fare ;  5604 

Such  strokes  Charlis  of  hym  haf  hent  fat  scheld  &  liaberke  f er-wtt/i 

was  rent,  &  he  was  wounded  sare. 

^  fan  Char[lis]  by-gan  to  waxe  wrof ,  &  ful  stemeliche  til  hym  agof 
Charles  enu  &  a  strok  ou  ys  hod  a-sett  5608 

thro'  Balan't 

heimet»         Wyf  ys  swerd  of ^  style  brouw  :  f e  cercle  on  ys  helm  he  bar  adoun 

f  er-wif  5  wtt^oute  lette, 
&  of  ys  helm  away  he  bar  A  quarter  f  &  of  ys  cheke  a  schar 

Myche  of  fat  ofer  syde,  5612 

&  fan  on  ys  Qchelde  ful  f e  dent,  &  endelonges  he  hym  to-rent, 

}ut  gan  he  ferf er  glyde. 
be  ys  iambeaus  forf  he  swarf  &  ys  ofer  spore  f aTme  he  carf, 

Adouw  ri3t  by  the  hele ;  5616 

In-to  f e  erthe  a  fot  and  mare  Ban  fat  swerd  fat  cam  so  sare, 

fat  was  y-mad  of  Steele, 
and  calls  on    f  Charlis  to  famerel  fan  gan  sayn :  "  jeld  me  fe  relyqes  vp  agayn, 
•urrend«r.  fat  fou  wtt^-halst  of  myue,  5620 

&  beo  cristned  and  fat  Anon,  Ofer  elles  f ov  schalt  f yn  hefd  foigon. 

To  morwen  or  j  wil  dyne." 
^  Wanne  f e  Ameral  hym  vnderstod.  For  teone  wax  he  almost'  wod, 
'  [y-mad]  of.  •  over  *  wel  ne^  wod.' 
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BALAN   18   DISARMED   AND   TAKEN   PRISONER.  175 

&  to  hjm  ^  he  sterte,  5624 

And  smot  to^  him  a  strok  with  mod  With  ys  swerd  ful  scherp  and  god, 

&  on  fe  helm  hjm  gerte. 
Ac  iram  ))e  helm  pat  swerd  him  glente  As  pot  Char[lis]  cornel  pai-wyp  BaUnsmHw 
to-flente,  &  pQ  dynt  ful  on  ys  schelde,  5628  the  beimet. 

And  pe  stronge  scheld  fer-wyf  to-rente ;  Ac  3ut  pe  strok  ys  ierpev 

wente,  nofyng  pe  dynt  ne  athelde, 

*And  fill'  opon  ys  genyllere,  &  bar  away  ys  chauceore,  Cieaf74,i»ck] 

Of  yre  &  styl  y-mad.  5632 

l)o]>e  ys  spores  a-douw  he  schar  In-to  pe  erthe  two  fet  &  mar, 

J^e  strok  pat  was  so  sad. 
Wy])  pe  schakyng  pat  he  gan  make  f  o  Ys  swerd  to-brak  on  peces  two,  hi*  iword 

&  J)an  gan  he  to  doute.  5636  **®» 

Ac  al  pat  was  of  ys  swerd  y-leued  Caste  he  farme  a^e  Charpis]  hened, 

&  an  anlas  ])o  dro3  oute,  he  drain  hu 

And  egerlyche  to  Charlis  ran  And  hente  hym  by  pe  nekke  ))aii,  and  seizM 

&  foygnede  hym  wM  pat  knyf :    5640  the  neck. 
Nad  he  be  y-armed  pe  hetere  y  wys,  &  rathe  *  to  him*  come  socour  of  hys, 

he  had  him  be-nome  ys  lyf. 
IT  Ac*  ber  komen  on  companye,  Eoland  &  Ey chard  of  Normandye,    Roland  and 

*  othenreaooe 

Olyuer  &  Ogyer,  5644  *»^ 

And  myche^  of  hys  ofer  baronye,  And  departede  hymen  twye : 

&  pan  A[meral]  po  toke  ther,  and  take 

&  to  ]>e  erthe  panne  hem  caste ;  Olyuer  wyp  a  corde  bond  him  fast,    pri«>n«p. 

Ac  arst  was  muche  ado  :  5648 

To  Hardree  had  he  a  strok  y-^yue  Wyp  ys  fuste,  and  al  to^-dryue 

Ys  chekbon  n^  a-two : 
Nad  his  anentaile  y-beo  pat  heel,  France  had  po  be  delyured  weel 

of  a  ful  traytrous  man ;  5652 

For  wyp  pe  strok  had  he  beo  ded,  &  pan  hadde  muche  harm  be  aled, 

pat  ful  po  after  pan. 
IT  With  pat  com  prikynge  sir  Fyrumbras  And  saw  ys  fader  on*  pe  i^nnnbraa 
plas,  y-bounde  honde  &  fet :  5656  ^^,^ 


'  [&  til  hym  |»an].  »  [til].  '  •  [bote  sank/?]. 

*-*  [y].  *  [Ac  \>e  laste  \>&nae].  *  [al]  J>at. 

'  *  nej  to  *  written  over,  *  [Hgge]  on. 
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176  CHARLES   LEADS  BALAN   A   PRISONER  TO  EQREMOKT. 

"  Pader,"  sayd  he,  "  fow  dost  folye  pat  J)ow  ne  wolt  J)yn  herte  abye 

To  Char[lis]  fat  ys  so  gret ; 
Y  rede  fow  do  as  he  wil  saye,  &  J)a7me  for  fe  wol  y  praye 

J^at  he  schal  pe  kepe  &  saue.  5660 

&  al  ])y  londes  &  pjn  honours,  &  alle  ]>y  castels  &  alle  pj  tours, 

-A^eynward  schaltou  haue^." 
SdtiiSJSw  '  " Hold  fe  stille,"  sayde  he  J)an,  "  Art  j)ow  bi-come  a  crystenman  1 
^^  Ma[houii]  do  J)e  wrake !  5664 

&  if  y  my  power  rekuuere  a^e,  Wei  he3e  schalt  J)ou  an-honged  be, 

Whar  J>ou  mowe  beo  y-take." 
Deaf  76]     if  Wawne  ryru7»[bra8]  y-herde  how  he  tolde.  For  hym  ys  herte  sat  ful 
colde,  Ac  no  more  ne  saide  fo* :  5668 

for^  }at  ys  fader  by  hym  wolde*  no^t,  Ne  of  his  cou/isail  nojjynge  ne 
ro3t.  On  his  herte  hym  was  wo. 

The  Emir  It  Soue  bas  was  bar  a  mule  y-fet.  And  be  Amerel  was  ther-on  y-set ; 

■et  on  a  mule,  '  '  ^         7  f  j  7 

^l^"^  To  Char[lis]  was  bro3t  a  stede,       5672 

f e  kyng  lep  on  hym  fayr  &  wel,  &  ledej)  wy])  hym  fan  Amerel, 

fat  dulful  was  f o  for  drede ; 
to  Egremont.  In-to  Egrymoygne  he  hadde  hym  fen,  "Wyf  twenty  f ousant  of  frensche 
men,  fe  remanauwt  by-lafte  he  fare,        5676 

Fy3tyng  oppoun  hure  enemys,  Affrycans,  Per8ant3  and  tourkys, 

fat  sone  were  bro3t  in  care. 
St?if*3S"**  ^  "Wanne  f e  Sarsyns  y-se3e  fat  cas  fat  f e  Amerel  yn  f e  feld  y-take 
^*  was,  &  so  y-lad  hem  fro,  5680 

fay  floje  away  on  euery  syde,  far  was  non  fat  f erste  abyde, 

Hure  song  was,  "  welewo." 
Sidhul*"*    Ac  Roland  and  hys  companye  *Bro3te  hym  in^  a3en  an  hye 

&  fasto  fay  slo3e  hure  fon* ;  5684 

oompuiioiii   Fram  was  non  til  be  ny;te  Ne  cessede  fay  neuere  for  to  fi?te 

pnraaeand  w        ^j  t    ^  j 

Jjjyjljj™  bot  euere  ^so  layd  hem  on.^ 

IT  By  fat  f e  ny3t  hym  was  y-come,  f e  Sarsyns  were  slawe  al  &  some, 

fat  fay  my3t  of  take.  5688 

f  e  frenschemen  f  anne  to  hure  herburghes  wende.  And  of  f  e  mete  and 
drynkefatgodhemsende,  Murye  fav  dude  hem  make. 

*  (ycer  for  hjm  )^n  mo^t  ^u  haue.  *  [l^at  he  hym  ansuerede  so]. 

•  [&]  for.  *  [do]  wolde.  •-*  over  a-druwe  (?)  hym  yn. 

•  [Jc  harde  layde  hem  on].      '— '  [81030  hure  fon]  a^id  [til  ^y  wer  ded  eoohon]. 
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ON  j)e  morwe  wan  pe  sonne  schon,  Char[lis]  of-seute  ys  barons  ch«ru»  dia- 
ecchon,  And  among  hem  departej)  fawne    5692  *^®  irw»nT^ 

Of  )>at  gold  &  of  J^at  gerjjoun  ]iat  he  fond  on  pe  tour  &  on  ])e  toun, 

Y-now  to  euery  manne. 
An  Archebysschop  he  oiepede  after  faat,  And  bad  hym  ordeyne  an  «nd  ordert 
huge  vaat,  Ful  of  water  clere  :  5696  *>*«»'<>?  ^ 

"  '  '  prepare  a 

And  his  orysouBS  saye  oppon,  As  he  wolde  fully  ther-on  wiSJe'iS'to 

J^an  Amyral  fat  was  pere^  BiSaa. 

fe  Bysschop  wente  aboute  sone  pe  kynges  he^te  for-to  done, 

for  ])at  hym  J)03te  god ;  5700 

&  watt  he  had  al  aboute  y-sojt,  To  a  gret  holw  marbre  was  he  bro^t,  a  great  mar, 

fat  wyj)-ynne  f e  paleys  stod ; 
Whych  was  wonyd  beo  fiUid  wyj)  wyn  At  euerech  gret  feste  ot  Jl^JJ^^^T?* 

appolyn,  pat  )>•  A[meral]  holde  wolde ;         5704  E^r'VfllUu. 

Wyth  water  was  fulled  po  pat^  ston,  And^  pe  bysschop  hit  blessede  [ioaf76.bk] 

anon,  as  Char[lis]  het  he  scholde. 

IT  pe  Emperour  het  come  his  baronage,  That  }}er  was  Jeanne  wel  sauage,  ii  prepared. 

to'  seen  pat  selcou])  syjte.  5708 

And  Biippe  of-sente  he  after  p&a  After  pe  Ameral,  syre  Balan, 

be  barons  threo  wel  wy3te, 
Boland,  Olyuer,  and  Ogyer ;  filke  thre  f o  fette  hym  ther, 

&  bro^t  hym  forf  anon,  5712 

by-fore  pe  emperour  )>at  hyi^  abod  And  he  het  anon  )7ar  as  he  stod,    and  charies 

Dispoily  hym  by-fore  pe  ston,  S^II' 

IT  Wan  J»y  by-gunne  ys  clofys  of-do  Myche  strif  made  pe  Amerel  tho,  ue  retisu. 

And  tomde  &  wende  faste,  5716 

Ac  Eoland  and  Olyuer  hulde  hym  so,  That  whather  he  wolde  ofer  no,  but  in  vain. 

ys  clojjys  of  thay  caste. 
IT  pe  Emp«rour  sayde  to  hym  fan — "  pou  schalt  ben  a  crysteman, 

&  ben  y-foUyd  here ;  5720 

And  if  poxk  wolt  fer-to  beo  brojt.  Of  fyne  ne  schalt  f ow  le^e  no^t,      chariea  teiu 

be  worthy  of  a  pere  :  !l«  ^"' 

'  ./  X-  become  a 

Ac  arst  povL  most  fop-sake  Mahone,  And  be-lyue  on  gode  sone,  S«»m*"''«'* 

pat  in  maiye  y-kened  was ;  5724  I^'tored^ 

•  ftilled  M  [Uke].  *  And  [j^an], 

=»  [for]  to. 
PERU  M  BRAS.  N 
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And  rapMto    &  8uf}>e  of  huie  body  y-bore,  WyjM)ute  wem  &  wyjK)ute  here, 

*"****  f ow  most  al-flo  bo-lyiie  thus,  ^t  he  suffrede  dejj  for  vs, 

To  kepe  ous  fram  helle  pyne ;       5728 
Si  fat  he  a-Tos  ^  J^ridde  day.  And  to  helle  tok  fo  ]>e  way, 

And  delyueiede  ])ar  is  hyne ; 
And  ]7at  he  ])er-after  to  heuene  ste^,  <&  syt  on  ys  fisuler  ri^t  hond 
an-he^,  &  ys  in  trynytee  :  5732 

And  suj)^  tente  fe  holy  gost  To  ys  decyples  he  louede  most, 

And  het  men  y-fulled  bee : 
fou.  most  byleue  on  holychoiche,  After  hure  lawe  for-to  wurcbe, 

And  on  for-jyft  of  synne ;  5736 

And  on  ])e  dredful  domes-day,  Wan  ech  man  schal  rysen  on  such  nray 

As  he^  dayej)  ynne. 
And  come  be-fore  god  present.  And  fonge  ther  ys  iuggyment, 

to  ioye  ofer  pyne  to  wende,  5740 

After  J)atf  fat  hy  doj)  heere,  Body  &  saule  to  dwelle  y-fere, 

Eucre  wyJ)-outen  ende, 
[leaf  76]     ^  Bylyf  ]>oa  as  y  haue  fe  tan^t,  And  on  ))ys  water  tak  fullau^t, 

&  fys  schal  beo  f y  mede ;  5744 

])y  body  and  pj  oatel  pan  myjt  pon  saue,  And  heuene  blisse  al-so  haue, 

If  Jh)u  dost  fat  dede." 
Boian  ■wetrt  IT  Wan  be  Amerel  hab  iherd  hym  telle,  Contenanoe  made  he  fers  & 

nothing  wUl  ^  r  J  * 

tll1»b«'*™  felle,  &  fram  hym  tomde  away :  5748 

illUIlhM  Uid   ^^  bytok  hym-selue  f e  deuel  of  helle,  If  he  wolde  euere  wyf 
foUo^t  melle,  Terme  of  ys  lyues  day ; 

Ne  Mahoun  wolde  he  neueie  for-sake,  For  drede  of  dej)  ne  for  )>e 
wrake,  to  be  ded  per  for  pe  rijte.  5752 

For  Angre  sake  fanne  he  swatte,  &  fan  ston  a  cracchede  &  in  a 

spatte  In  dispit  of  god  almy3te. 

IT  Wan  f e  Emperour  y-hurd  him  speke  so,  Wonderly  wrof  fan  wax 
he  f 0,  Ys  swerd  fan  gan  he  draje ;  5756 

Ne  hadde  Fyrumbras  ys  sone  y-ben  fat  f o  wente  hem  be-twen, 

A  wold  him  haue  arsla^e. 

*  [hem  self]. 
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IT  FyiumhiuB  huld  ^an  Iknp[er]oury  And  prayede  him  cease  of  his  Ferumbnw 

launcour,  &  he  wolde  eft  asaye,  5760  hu'fiS?*r**u» 

If  he  mi^te  wyj>  any  colour  Brynge  him  jut  of  his  errour,  **'•  **^* 

In-to  pe  betere  waye. 
IT  )>aiine  spak  Florippe,  ]>at  burde  bryji — *'  Syr  Emperour,  ]K>y  dost  FioripM 

nojt  aryjt^  To  tarye  yus  f  for  ys  sake.  5764  ^  "i^y  »*•*«»«'• 

30  hadde  don  wel,  by  god  almyjt^  Had  je^  do  slen  him  jestemyjt, 

"Wan  fat  he  was  take." 
IT  be  Emperour  huld  ys  swerd  an-honde,  And  aekede  aten  whar  he  chariMtirAiii 

wil  fonde  to  lyue  on  cristes  lay,  6768  Jj^"  *** 

And  Mahou  ys  false  god  for-sake,  And  crystendom  far  by-fore  hyra  chri«ti«n. 

take  WyjM)ute  more  delay : 

&  if  a  wolde,  ])at  hit  were  so,  A  wolde  be  ys  &end  for  eu^re-mo, 

On  what  lond  fat  he  lende ;  5772 

And  fat  he  nel  by-nyme  hym  lond  ne  fee,  Bot  eu^re  scholde^  beo 

to  hym  pryuee,  In-to  ys  lyues  ende. 

IT  ban  Fyrum[bra8]  ys  sonne  hym  sette  on  knen  By-fore  ys  fader  i  &  Femmbniii, 

'*•■•  "^  ^  f  too,  on  hit 

cryede  ajen —  "  Mercy,  fader,"  he  sayde,  5776  kne«« 

*'  Swete  fader,  do  hys  lykyng,  And  ne  make  f er-of  no  more  taryyng,  impiore.  hi« 

for  gode  loue  y  pray  f e.  oontent. 

And  fan  my^tou  haue  al  fyn  Awe,  And  libbe  fy  lyf  on  godes  lawe     [iMf  76,  bk] 

&  kepe  fe  so  fro  sore ;  5780 

And  f ilke  fat  buf  now  -  fyn  fon  WoUef  fe  louye  euerechon, 

&  worschypy  f  e  euere-more." 
^  "  Y  giEunte,"  quaf  he  fan  f  "  haue  y-eaied  How  fat  f ys  water  ys  saUm  yiew.. 

arayed,  fat  y  schal  plungy  on."  5784 

fan  was  Fyrumbras  glad  &  bly the.  And  fankede  god  ful  many  a  sythe, 

&  brojte  hym  to  f  e  ston. 
Charlis  fanne  hym  wax  ful  glad,  And  hopede  a  wolde  be  christen  mad. 

So  wern  fe  ofre  barouns.  5788 

f e  bysschop  stod  f er  1  fo  fat  had  Y-blessed  fe  fant,  and  ouer  y-rad 

Alle  ys  oiysouns. 
IT  fe  bysschop  sayde  to  fe  Ameral  fan — ''  If  fou  wilt  ben  a  crysteman.  The  Bithnp 

Mahoun  fou  most  for-sake,  5792  must  before 

'  '  all  renounc* 

Hahomel. 

*  MS.  be.  *  scholde  [he]. 
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BALAN    KNOCKS   DOWN   THE  BISHOP,  AND   SPITS   IN   TH£  FONT. 


BalannMriT 
braakthis 
Jaw-bone 
with  his  Hal* 


■pitaoa  tba 
IbDt. 


FMnmbraa 
bag*  on  hia 
knaaa  for 
anoUiar 
ahanca. 


[laitfTT] 


Flortpaaiaya 
tt  la  onl/  a 


ramonatrataa 
wtthhar. 


Aller-feist  by-foie  cos  here.  And  8u)))>e  stape  in-to  ^is  water  clere, 

]>an  schaltou  fullest  take." 
Jje  A[meral]  Jjan  wro)>eIicli6  hym  gan  beholde,  And  gurde  hym  wit^  ys 
fuste  y-volde,  Ageyn  ys  cheke  an-haste,  5796 

])at  ]yre  tep  sterte  out  of  ]>e  bon,  &  nadde  Ogyer  ^o  by-twene  hem  gon, 

He  wolde  him  habbe  of-])raste. 
IT  Jeanne  saide  pe  Ameral  wtt^  egre  mod — "  Wat  wenestow,  glotoun, 
J>at  ich  be  wod,  Schold  y  for-eake  my  dri^te,  5800 

And  beo  plunged  on  'pja  marbre  ston )  **   In  dispyt  of  cryst  f  ])an  spat 

he  J)er-on,  by-fore  hure  Aldre  8y3te. 

IT  J>o  wax  Charlys  wonder  grym,  And  clepede  ryrum[bni8]  &  spak 
to  hym,  In  y  maner  as  y  schal  sayne  :—    5804 

"  yynimbras,  as  Jk)w  art  me  lef,  Ne  tuk  yt  no^t  to  no*  gref, 

))oj  y  putte  hym  to  is  peyne, 
Sn\>fe  he  wil  nojt  c^rirfened  be,  Bot  haj>  now  in  dispyt  of  me 

My  bysshop  y-bete  sore :  5808 

And  afterward,  in  \>e  dyspyt  of  crysst,  Spet  on  J)e  fant  as  jjow  her 

sysst,  ne  pray  few  for  hym  no  more." 

IT  Wan  Fyrumbras  herd  hym  speke  so,  For  ys  fader  fanne  hym  was 
so  wo  He  nyste  wat  fo  to*  done :  5812 

Bote  by-fore  hym  on  ys  knes  a  cryde  fat  a  wolde  jut  a-byde 

Wyf  hym  til  eft-sone, 
^t  he  hym  hadde  eft  by-so3t^  &  bot  if  he  Jeanne  wold  take  fullojc, 

As  he  hym  wolde  abette,  5816 

Hys  wille  wyf  hym  do  a  scholde  &  gurde  of  his  heued  ^yf  a  wolde, 

No  lenger  wold  he  him  lette. 
IT  To  Je  Emperour  saide  florippe  fan — "  Wy  tariest  povL  so  longe  wypt 
Jjat  man,  fat  haj>  J>e  &  f yne  ogreued  1  5820 

Al  ys  for  nojtf  je  A-boute  goes,  30  ne  bringef  him  neucre  to  joure 

purpos,  y  leye  f  cr-to  myn  heued." 

IT  Til  hure  J)an  saide  sir  Fyrumbras — "  Sustre  ne  ys  he  fy  fader ; 
alas  !  Tak  of  hym  pytee :  5824 

He  ])e  gat  &  forf  J>e  brojte,  Thar-for  ert  fow  mys-byf ojte. 

To  procury  hym  to  slee. 


'  yt  [now]  nojt  to. 


•  wat  [nnyjt]. 
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WyJ>  wilde  hors  mot  y  beo  drawe,  Bot  y  wolde  her  rijt  fawe 

A  lyme  of  me  for-gon,  5828 

"Wyf  Jot  he  y-foUed^  wolde  bee  On  J>at  water  fat^  here  [36]  see 

standyng  her  on  Jys  ston." 
WyJ)  jMtt  he  wep  &  syjte  sore,  As  he  Jeanne  stod  hym  by-fore, 

<&  ]7us  til  hym  gan  telle —  5832 

"  Swete  fader,  chaunge  Jjy  f ojt,  And  elles  fow  worst  to  defe  y-bro^t,  FemmbrM 

>an  go))  J)y  saul  to  heUe.  J-Jp}^ 

And  if  Jow  wolt  be  y-fulled  heer  far-of  fanne  ert  f ow  .  skeer,  *®  **^*  '"^' 

&  heuene  myjt  pon  craue.  5836 

And  leue  lordlich  on  Jjyn  owe,  And  habbe  at  J)yn  heste  heje  &  lowe, 

As  pou  wer  woned  to  haue. 
And  ther-for,  swete  fader  myn,  [Fojrsak  Mahoun  and  Appolyn, 

Jjat  buj)  no^t  worjj  a  flye ;  5840 

And  be-ly  f  on  cryst,  and  cristned  be,  And  fanne  schalt  f ow  fryue  &  J)e, 

&  god  lyf  schalt  fou  dryel" 

V  "Sone,"  sayde  be  Amerel  ban,  "  By  Mahoun  bou  art  a  nycy  man,  BotBaUn 

•'        ^  ,  ,  .^    ^  »    says  ho  will 

bat  bou  dost  me  rede  5844  never  consent 

'       ^  to  beliere  on 

To  by-lyue  on  such  a  mon  J)at  was  on  a  croys  y-don,  tS^iAed 

for  ys  owe  mysdede.  SwiSI" 

Y  diffye  hym  her  and  alle  hyse.  By  Mahout  y  nolde  jyne  a  pyse, 

for  cryst  ne  al  ys  my^te.  5848 

Nel  y  nenere  on  hym  be-lyne,  Ne  beo  y-fuUed  on  my  lyne, 

to  dye  Jjarfore  her  rijte." 
Wan  J>at  Fyrumbras  y-knew  ys  fojt,  &  fat  he  ne  myjt  hym  twrnne 
no3t,  On  herte  hym  lekid  ille.  5852 

To  kyng  Charlys  sayde  he  fan — ^*  Dof  now  syre  by  thys  man  Deaf  77,  bk] 

As  it  is  Jjy  wiUe ; 
Certys  y  ne  haue  now  no  wonder  foj  30  hym  do  hewe  ech  lyme  on 
sonder,  for^-out  flechs  &  bon,  5856 

Sujjf e  he  wil  nojt  for  no  pray  Belyue  on  god  f  &  fornaake  ys  lay 

Ne  follojt  take  non." 
IT  fan  Char[li8]  askede  of  ys  men  a-boute,  Hwych  of  hem  wolde  of  al  cjhariea  aaki 
f e  route  Sle  fat  hef ene  hounde.  5860  «x«OTtion«r 

Ogyer  hym  ansuerede — "  y  wil  hym  slo,  For  myche  tene  he  hauef  osjer  uji  he 
me  y-do,  Her  ys  his  bane  y-founde." 

*  y-volled  coi'rected.  *  J»at  [stent]. 
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182         BALAN   IS   SLiUN,  AND   FLOBIPA8   CLAIMS  GUT  FOB  HER  HUSBAND. 

Ys  8werd  a  diow  psi  het  oorteyn,  Wei  manj  a  Sarajyn  had  he  sleyn 

thar-witA  thar  by-fore.  5864 

«nd  wit»i  one  Ogiei  in  the  nekke  thar-wyj)  hywi  gerte,  Jwrt  J>e  heued  fio  J»t  body 
Baian*.  head.  sterts,  ys  owen  lengj^e  &  more. 

^'gu*^^"'  ^Wan  pe  A[ineial]  Balan  was  a-slawe  Florippe  com  fbr]>  &  was  wel 
fawe,  &  [.  .  asked  (?)]  kyng  Charloon^    5868 

&8ayde,  ''syre  kyng,  as  ^n  art  wi^te,  And  y  hane  ben  tnwe  to  ^yne 

kni3te  (1),  [Now]  gmunte  to  me  Gyow*." 

*'  Damesele,"  qna])  Boland,  ^'  )>ow  sayst  ryjt,  ^ow  schalt  hym  haue  by 
god  almyjt.''  ])an  spak  he  to  pat  hende —  5872 

"  Gy  of  Borgoygne,  do  as  Jk)w  hy^t,  Ant  tak  Jys  lady  fair  &  biijt, 

In-to  Jy  lyues  ende." 
^|"^nK'y/   "  Wol  gladlych,"  saide  Gyoim  po,  "  So  J)at  myn  ynde  assenty  to, 
!rtu^'?Jtii  P^  Empmmr  Charlemayn."  5876 

oonMnt/       p^j^  eaide  Charlys — "  god  for-beode  ^at  y  anentes  Jilke  neode 

+  Any-|)yng  sayde  argayne." 

FioripM       ^  pe  Damesele  dispoilled  hnie  panne  anon,  Hyr  skyn  was  as  whyt  so 
hemif.  j,e  melkis  fom,  fairer  was  non  on  molde :  5880 

Wy))  ejene  graye,  and  browes  bent^  And  ^ealwe  traces^  &  fayre  y4renty 

£ch  her  aemede  of  gold. 
Hure  yysage  was  fair  &  tretys,  Hure  body  iantil  and  pure  f etys^ 

&  semblych  of  stature.  5884 

bttraufoi       ^^  ^  f^  world  ne  mijt  be  non  fayrer  wymman  of  flesch  &  bon, 

pejL  was  pat  creature, 
that  all  the    ^  Wan  bvs  lordss  had  seyien  hur  naked,  In  aUe  manure  wyse  weel 

lords  fhlHn  ' "  "  *  " 

lore  with  her.         y-maked,  On  hure  J>ay  toke  lekynge.  5888 

Was  non  of  hem  pai  ys  flechs  ne-raas,  No^  kyng,  ne  baioun,  ne  non 
pai  was,  Sche  was  so  fair  a  ^ynge. 

'  N,  erotsed  throttffh,  the  rest  erased  and  mitten  over. 
•f   PoDattfr  in  loeo  isto  (^;  painting  apparently  to  eowie  Unee  on  the 
opposite  page,  which  is  wanting^  but  probably  rrferrvng  to  the  following  lineo 
which  are  added  ifi  the  margin  below : — 

<<  To y  plijCe  my  troupe  ^ore  To  haae  k  holde  for  eu^re-more 

On  wedlak  fre 
For  was    ...    .    do  my  power  Tosaue  |>e" 


[End  of  MS. ;  the  missing  lines  are  supplied  as  hrfore  from  the 
French  origincd,] 
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[L'empereres  meismes  en  a  .1  ris  jet6 ; 

Pour  tant  s'il  ot  le  poll  et  canu  et  mell6, 

Si  ^ust  il  moat  tost  son  courage  atom^. 

Ens  ee  fons  c'on  avoit  pour  Balant  aprest^ 

Ont  domi6  la  puciele  sainte  crestLentS, 

£t  par  nom  de  bautesme  ont  son  cors  gener6. 

Karlemaines  le  tint  au  coinage  adnr^, 

Li  das  Tieris  d'Ardane,  ensi  Tont  esgard^, 

n  ne  laisierent  honune  qui  de  mere  fast  n^s. 

Ke  11  ont  pas  son  nom  cangi^  ne  rema6 ; 

Apr^,  a  la  paciele  son  gent  oois  conra^ 

Tout  droit  enmi  la  plaice  en  sont  avant  al^ ; 

Ilueo  a  Tarceyeques  Tun  k  Tautre  doun^. 

La  couronne  Balant  a  Charles  demande, 

Floripas  en  couronne  et  Guion  le  sen^  ^ 

Puis  les  a  rarcevesques  ben^  et  saci^ 

A  Guion  de  Boigoigne  rent  Saiies  le  rengn^, 

A  flerabias  en  a  Tune  moiti6  donn^ ; 

De  Guion  le  tenra  par  dioite  loiaat6. 

L^  la  tour  d'Aigremore  ot  .i  palais  list^ ; 

Uk  sont  nostre  Fran9ois  k  grant  joie  men^, 

Eicbement  sont  servi  et  k  moult  grant  plente. 

.YIIL  jours  trestous  entiers  ont  lea  noeces  dur& 

Kades  i  a  i.  mois  et  .i  jour  sejoum^^ 

Tant  qu'il  ot  le  pais  auques  asseur^ 

Quant  Karlee  ot  la  tere  auques  ass^ur^, 

Le  pios  ont  cerki^  et  toute  la  contr^. 

La  gent  paiene  en  ont  tant  qu'il  pueent  men^e ; 

Qui  ne  veut  croire  en  Dieu  s'ot  la  teste  caup^. 

Par  .  i .  saint  diemence^  quant  Taube  fu  crev^, 

Adont  ot  Tarcevesques  une  messe  cant^e ; 

L'empereres  en  a  Floripas  apel6e. 

'  Bele,  ce  dist  li  rois,  je  vous  ai  couronnie, 

Si  estes,  Dieu  merci,  bautizie  et  levie 

Au  milleur  cbeyalier  estes  youb  espouses, 

Ki  soit  jusques  Aufrique,  outre  la  mer  saUe. 


5892 


FloriMuiIt 
baptiatd, 


5896 


5900  1»t  hn  iMtn«^ 
It  not 
oban|(«d. 


5904  She  and  Gar 


•nd  Spain  i« 
di^ded  b«- 

bru. 


6912 


At  the  end  of 
a  month 
Cliarlee  pre- 
pares to 

5916  FSS?" 


5920 


Heaeks 

Floripas  to 
6924  ehow  him  the 
^^^^  sacred  relict. 
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184  THE   SACRED   RELICS    ARE   EXHIBITED   AND   TESTED. 

M  he  intends  Et  11  et  Fierabras  tenront  mais  la  contr6e, 

io  Stan  the  ' 

next  day.      .XX."  hommes  aiont  de  ma  gent  bien  armee  ;  *  5928 

Bien  sera,  se  Dieu  plaist,  vers  Sarrazins  tensee. 

Demain  vaurai  mouvoir  par  boine  destin^e  ; 

Ne  m'av^s  des  reliques  encor  nule  monstr^e ; 

Ales,  sel  m'aport^s  sans  nule  demonr^e.'  5932 

FioripM        *  Sire,  moult  volen tiers,  puisque  il  vous  agree.' 
cMket:        En  la  tour  d'Aigremore  est  la  bele  mont^, 

Venue  est  k  la  cambre,  si  Fa  tost  deffrem^e, 

Vint  k  Tescrin  d'argent,  s'en  a  la  casse  ost^i  6936 

Et  vint  devant  Karlon,  si  li  a  presentee. 

Et  11  rois  s'agenelle  et  si  Ta  enclinee. 
the  crown  of  Trestout  premlerement  a  la  couronne  ost^e, 

thorut 

Que  Diex  ot  en  son  ciei  enbatue  et  serree  ;  5940 

N'estoit  d*or  ne  d'argent  ne  faite  nl  ouvr^e, 
Mais  d'espines  polgnans  estoit  entourtill^, 
Et  d'aspres  joins  marages  de  lius  en  lius  bordee. 
isexhibitedto  Nos  barons  les  monstra  par  boine  destin^.  5944 

the  baron*.  '' 

Ha  Diex !  adont  i  eut  mainte  larme  plour^ ; 

Cascuns  s'i  agenoulle,  s'a  sa  coupe  dam^e. 
Tiie  areh-      L'arcevesques  f u  sages,  si  Ta  bien  esprouv^e  : 
it.  by  iwiving  En  haut  desus  le  paille  Ta  contremont  lev6e,  5948 

it  Rtupended  *  ' 

without^iny   I^uis  »  retralt  son  brae,  s'en  a  sa  main  ost^e, 
•upporu        ^^  j^  sainte  couronne  s'est  en  Tair  arest^e. 

Et  dist  11  arcevesques,  '  Je  Tai  bien  esprouvee, 

Que  ce  est  la  couronne  que  Dlx  ot  espin^.'  5962 

L'arcevesques  Ta  prinse,  si  Ta  jus  aval6e^ 
A  deiicioiu     Par  de  desus  le  paile  Ta  assise  et  pos^e. 

odour  comes    _         «   .        i 

from  It.        Plus  flaire  doucement  que  canele  alumee  ; 

La  flairour  qui  en  ist  ne  puet  estre  contee*  .  6866 

Environ  la  couronne  fu  moult  grans  11  baniez  ; 
Moult  i  avoit  candelles  et  cierges  embrases, 
D'or  estoit  U  palais,  de  sole  encourtines. 
Tiie  arch-      L^arcevesque  a  les  claus  fors  de  la  casse  ostes,  6960 

Ushoptakee 

outtbenaiie.  puis  i  avoit  sa  bouce  et  ses  ex  adeses. 
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Et  Earles  lea  baisa  et  li  antres  bam^. 
L'arceyesques  fu  sages,  sils  a  bien  esprouves  t 
Par  deseure  le  paile,  qui  d'or  est  paintur^s, 
Les  a  en  contremont  et  dreci^  et  lev^ 
Puis  les  baisa  tous  cois,  s'en  a  ses  mains  ost^ ; 
£t  li  cleu  sent  tout  coi,  n'en  est  uns  escape. 
Adont  i  ot  grant  joie,  c*est  fines  Veritas. 

*  Signeur,  dist  Tarcevesques,  pour  Dui,  or  m'entend^ ; 
Je  vous  di  yraiement,  se  croire  me  vol6s, 

Que  ce  sont  li  clau  Dieu,  qui  ques  ait  aportes.' 
Quant  rran5ois  Tout  veu,  si  les  ont  encline. 

*  Ha  Dix  !  dist  Karlemaines,  tu  soios  aour^s  ! 
Moult  par  puis  estre  li^s  quant  consenti  m'av^s 
La  couronne  k  avoir  dont  fustes  couronnes, 

Et  les  saintismes  claus  que  tant  ai  desires ; 
Or  en  ert  mes  piuis,  se  Dieu  plaist,  acuity/ 
L'arceyesques  les  prinst,  sils  a  jus  avails, 
A  nos  Francois  en  a  les  ci6s  envolep^, 
D'encoste  la  couronne  les  a  mis  et  pos^s. 
Puis  a  trait  fors  le  signe,  qui  bien  estoit  dords ; 
Plus  flaire  doucement  que  bames  embras^s. 
Quant  Fran9ois  Tout  veu,  e  les  vous  enclin6»^ 
De  pit6  et  de  joie  fu  cascuns  esplour^. 
L'arcevesques  le  prinst,  qui  bien  fu  apens.'s, 
Puis  le  mist  sur  le  paile/qui  fu  ^  or  ouvres, 
0  les  antres  reliques,  dout  il  i  ot  ass^. 


The  arch- 
Utthop  testa 
5964  the  iiaiU. 


6968 


and  dedare« 
thmn  to  1)6 
the  real 
rdics. 


6972 


6976 


6980  Then  he 

draws  out  the 
inscription, 
which  he 
•hows,  and 
lays  on  a 
cloth  be^it'e 
tlie  other 
relics. 

6984 


L'emperere  de  France  fist  ferment  k  loer ; 
n  a  fait  une  table  sor  .ii.  trastres  poser, 
Et  paidesus  .L  paile,  qui  fu  fais  outre  mer. 
Ses  fist  li  emperere  partir  et  desevrer ; 
Puis  a  fait  les  reliques  moult  bien  envoleper, 
Bedens  son  maistre  cofire  les  a  fait  enserer. 
Toutes  ices  reliques  en  vaura  enporter. 
Les  petifl  espinons  qu'il  en  fist  esgrinner 
T)e  la  sainte  couronne  qu*il  ot  fait  desevi-cr, 


6988  Therelic«are 
carefully 
wrappetl  up 
and  plat-ed  in 
the  king's 
oofler. 


6002 


0996  CharleapUccs 
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186  THAT   NIGHT  CHARLES  HAS  A   FRIGHTFUL  DRBAM. 

thcflmgmento  Trestous  les  conquelH  rempereie  an  Tis  cler, 

ofth«thornf  ^  '^  ' 

whKh?i?^**  Et  lea  mist  en  son  gant,  canqu^il  en  puet  trover. 

S>ndl!d*toti»  -^  chevalier  le  tent,  qu'i  vit  1^  lui  ester, 

aiThooT*'    Mais  il  nel  rechut  mie  qui  ne  Toi  pailer  *  6000 

£t  Dix  a  fait  le  gant  enmi  I'tir  arester 

Tant  que  one  line  p^ust  .i.  horn  aler  ; 

AilleuTs  ot  h  entendre,  ne  Fen  pot  ramenbier. 

Karles  a  demand^  de  Taigue  pour  digner ;  6004 

De  son  gant  li  souvint  quant  il  devoit  laver, 

Mais  il  ne  sot  k  qui  le  baiUa  k  garder : 

Par  de  desus  la  gent  le  vit  en  Tair  ester. 
Tbe  unh'     L'srcevesques  le  monstre  k  tout  Tautre  bam^ ;  6008 

bishop  poinU   _,      .  ,  it      «  .  ,    . 

MTtthit great  Ce  lu  moult  grant  mervelle,  men  en  doit  on  parler. 
Karles  a  prins  son  gant,  si  se  siBt  au  dign^. 

cbariM  and    Cliallss  nostre  emperere  est  assis  au  mengier, 

hU  baron*  go  '^  ^ 

to  dinnm.      Jousts  lui  Moripas  la  bele  au  cors  legier,  6012 

£t  d'autre  part  Guion,  qui  Tot  piinse  ik  mouUier. 

Fierabras  tint  la  coupe,  devant  le  roi,  d'ormier ; 

Moult  furent  bien  servi,  n'en  estuet  pas  plaidler. 

Quant  il  eurent  dign6,  les  napes  font  sacier ;  6016 

Cascuns  sor  son  ceval  s'ala  esbanoier. 

Karlemaines  a  fait  la  quintaine  dreder ; 
The  rmiiy    Tout  le  jour  behourderent  desi  k  Tanuitier. 

wiSSuhey     Quant  il  virent  le  vespre,  mis  sont  au  repairier,  6020 

■^"^"'■'^       As  osteus  se  repairent,  si  se  vont  aaisier ; 

Quant  ass^  sont  deduit,  si  sont  al6  coucier, 

L'emperere  se  dort  ens  un  palais  plenier, 

Et  a  songi6  .i.  songe  mirabillous  et  fier,  6024 

chariea        Qae  h  Ais  la  Capele  se  devoit  haubergier^ 
ilf-chSriJi'  ^®  ^  *®^  d'Espaigne  ot  une  vois  hucier, 
bilu  hb^*^    Que  il  &1^  1ft  tere  et  les  pais  aidier, 
?paiMo      Et  de  paiene  gent  nostre  Signeur  vengier.  6028 


helpGtiy* 


Tout  le  monde  v6oit  de  grifons  esragier ; 
De  sa  gent  li  faisoient  mervilleus  encombrier : 
A  .L  seul  jour  en  furent  mort  plus  de  .xx."* 
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En  sa  court  k  Paris  avoti  «L  fienier 

Qui  li  voloit  du  Teniie  tous  les  boiaus  sacier; 

K'airuit  baxon  en  Fiance  qui  I'oeaat  apiocier. 

Pour  le  songe  se  print  Karles  k  esrillier, 

De  Damediu  de  glore  se  prinst  k  sinier. 

Taut  souM  Earlemaines  qu'i  piinst  k  esclairier ; 

Devant  lui  fait  venir  Namle  son  ooDsilliery 

Le  songe  li  conta  qui  Tot  fait  esvilliai; 

'  Siie^  ce  dist  li  dus,  vous  ir^  ostoier 

Ains  le  cief  de  .iiii  ans  sor  la  gent  Taveiaier. 

Tel  homme  av^  nouri  qui  point  ne  tous  a  der ; 

Damedieu  nous  en  gart,  qui  tout  a  k  jugier  1 ' 


6032  Andthrti 


UooawtiiM 
to  taur  him  to 


60d« 


6040  Hsymet 


th« 
of 


L'emperere  de  France  s'est  lev^  par  matin 
La  messe  a  escout^  ens  ou  palais  marbrin. 
Puis,  quant  il  Tot  oie,  si  se  mist  au  oemin, 
Lors  oissi^  grant  noise  et  meryilleus  hustin ; 
Li  OS  est  arout6e,  ne  prist  oesse  ne  fin. 
Damedieu  le  garisse,  qui  de  Tiaure  fist  Tin, 
Le  jour  qu*il  sist  as  noeces  le  saint  Aroededin. 
Challes  est  d' Aigremore  partis  et  dmesvt6t ; 
Floripas  la  rouine  le  convoia  ass^s. 
*  Bele,  ce  dist  li  rois,  ariere  retom^' 
'  Siie,  dist  Floripas,  si  com  vous  command^ ; 
Diex  soit  garde  de  tous,  qui  de  yiige  fn  n^s  1 ' 
Floripas  le  baisa  par  moult  grant  amist^s ; 
Plourant  s'en  departirent,  e  les  vous  deasevrSk 
Mais  Guis  et  Fierabras  ne  sont  pas  retoomez ; 
Ains  convoient  Earlon  et  son  rice  bain6 
Jusque  au  pont  de  Mantrible,  la  rice  f  remote. 
£t  Baous  et  Jehans  lor  sont  encontre  M, 
Francois  se  sont  logi^  tout  contreval  let  pr^ ; 
Karlemaines  n'i  est  c'une  nuit  ostein 
Li  rois  Gms  est  de  Earle  partis  et  desevr^ 
£t  Fierabras  o  lui,  li  vassaus  adur^. 
Au  departir  des  .ii.  i  fu  grans  deus  men^ ; 


6044»«t«on»- 

ing  After 
umsUm 
■nnyitarU. 


«04S 


60C2 


aooomiMUilM 
th«m»«bort 


6056 


Femmbrat 
goM  Ikru 
Muitribl^ 


6060 


whtrtClMrlM 
■taja  out 
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Mais  11  rois  Karlemaines  lea  a  reconfori^. 

Srombras    ^®  Cruion  de  Borgoigne  s'est  Karles  departs,  6068 

uuteiejveof  Et  il  et  Flerabras,  qu'est  chevaliers  gentis. 

Moult  les  a  Temperere  baisi^s  et  coDJoi'd 

Si  lor  a  command^  que  Funs  soit  Tautr^  amis, 

Et  s'ost  s'est  arout^e  par  puis  et  par  larris.  6072 

Taut  Yont  par  lor  joum^es,  si  com  dit  li  escris, 
d"  *ihe******  Q^®  ^  Tuitisme  jour  sont  venu  k  Paris. 
SJpIulb!'^''*  Cascuns  s'en  va  ou  regne  dont  il  estoit  nouns ; 

Karlemaines  s'en  va  au  moostier  Saint  Denis.  6076 

lit  manda  arcevesques,  evesques  ben^is, 

Les  reliques  lor  monstre  Damedieu  Jhesu  Oris* 
chariw  jto«i  Cel  jouT  ot  .X.  cvesques  ensamble  revestisi 

the  ^^''*   Si  i  ot  arcevesques  et  ab^s  .xxxvi.  ;  6080 

'^'***  Li  bamages  i  fu  d'Orliens  et  de  Pans. 

Au  baron  Saint  Denis  fu  grans  li  assambl^e ; 

Au  peron  du  lendi  fu  la  messe  cant6e. 
which  lie       Illuec  fu  la  couronne  partie  et  devisee :  6084 

SiJin  M*d     ^^®  partie  en  fu  k  Saint  Denis  donn6e, 
**"veB  to  St     Et  .L  cleu  ensement,  c'est  verites  prouv^e. 

De  la  couronne  fu  partie  et  deseVr^e ; 
the  inscrip-    A  Compiegnc  est  li  signes  k  Teglise  honner^  6088 

piegne.         D^g  Bsintimcs  reliques  fu  la  le  desevr^e ; 

Maint  present  en  fist  Elarles  par  France  la  lo6e  : 
HeetUbiish-  En  TonoT  Dicu  en  fu  mainte  eglise  honner^. 

es  in  their  ° 

ftdJ^f'  "**    "^*  ^^^  ^^  ^®^^  fu  par  ce  estor^e,  6092 

•Lendit.*       Q^Q  jj^  jj»i  devroit  estre  cens  ne  taille  donn^ 

within  three  Ne  tarda  que  .iii.  ans  qu'  Espaigne  fu  gastee  ; 

if  oSSeioJ^  Lii  fu  la  traisons  de  EoUant  pourparl6e  -, 

S  RSlndT^  Guenelon  le  vendi  k  la  gent  desfa^e,  6096 

Puis  en  fu  i  cevaus  sa  car  delarain^e. 

Pinabiaus  en  fu  mors  sous  Loon  en  la  proe  ; 

L^  le  tua  Tierris  au  trencant  de  Tesp^, 


&^ 
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Puis  fu  pendus  arm^s  par  la  geule  baee.  6100  oweneion  is 

^  *:  o  torninplecee. 

Tous  jours  vont  traitours  k  male  destin^e ; 
XT  en  pr^  ou  en  loing,  ja  n'i  aront  dur^e. 

A  Dieu  vous  comman  je,  ma  canchons  est  fin^.  My  taie  i» 

*   '  done, 

De  cest  roumant  est  boine  et  la  fin  et  Tentr^e,  6104  gjf  "«»  y^" 

Et  enmi  et  partout,  qui  bien  Ta  escout^  ;  * 

Ki  cest  Toumant  escrist  il  ait  boine  dur^e. 

Explicit  Li  Eommans  de  Fierabras  d'Alixandre.] 
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NOTES. 


p.  1,  1.  4.     So  in  the  Sowdane  of  Babyhyne,  11.  25—29  : 
"  As  it  U  wryten  in  RomMmoe 
And  fonnden  in  bokes  of  Antiquyte,  At  Seinte  Denyae  Abbey  in  Fraunoe.*' 
p.  ly  1.  11.      In  the  SowdoM  we  are  told  that  Charles  distributed  the  sacred 
relics  as  follows : — 

^  At  our  lady  of  Parys,  He  offred  the  Crosse  so  fre  ; 
The  Crowne  he  o£fred  at  seynte  Denyae,  At  Boloyne  the  nayles  thre.'* 
which  dififers  slightly  iroin  the  account  in  Fierabras  (see  1.  6085). 
p.  2,  I  56.    "  Poille."     In  the  Fr.  "  Coloigne."     In  the  side-note  read  "  Apulia  " 

instead  of  "  Poland." 
p.  3,  1.  65.     "  tolde  jow  of  eer.**     See  p.  1,  11.  8 — 12.     In  the  Fr.  '<  lee  dignee 
reliques  que  je  ne  sai  nommer."   The  number  of  the  nails  used  at  the  Crucifixion 
is  a  disputed  point    The  question  has  been  fully  discussed  in  N.  and  Q.,  Series 
III.,  vol.  iii.  pp.  315,  392,  whence  I  extract  the  following  : — 

**  St.  Gregory  Nazianzen  says  of  the  taking  down  from  the  cross — 
Tvfjiyoy  rpiaiiX^  Ktifievor  ^vXf  XajSwK. 
Gearly  intimating  that  our  Saviour  was  fixed  to  the  cross  with  three  nails 
only. 

**  Nonnus,  the  Greek  poet,  in  the  fifth  century,  describes  the  sacred  feet  of 
our  Lord  as  placed  one  over  the  other,  and  fastened  down  with  a  single  large 
nail. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  St  Cyprian,  St  Augustine,  St.  Gregory  of  Tours,  and 
Pope  Innocent  III.,  as  also  Rufinns  and  Theodoret,^  reckon  four  nails.  The 
earliest  known  representation  of  the  Crucifixion  is,  I  presume,  that  found  in  the 
cemetery  of  St  Julius  Pope,  or  of  St  Valentine,  in  Via  Flaminia ;  in  which 
our  Saviour  is  clothed  in  a  long  robe,  without  sleeves,  reaching  from  the 
shoulders  to  the  ankles  ;  and  his  feet  are  separate,  and  each  one  fastened  by  a 
nail  to  a  piece  of  wood  projecting  irom  the  cross.*' 

'  This  seems  to  be  a  mistake,  for  Calvin  in  his  work  referred  to  below  says — "  Si 
vera  enarrant  aotiqui  soriptores,  ao  pnesertim  TheodorUui,  veteris  Ecoleaia  historlcus, 
Helena  unum  filii  sui  gale»  inseri,  reliquog  du4n  equi  freno  aptari  jussit,"  p.  206, 
col.  2. 
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Id  the  Ancren  Bitole,  p.  390,  we  find  three  nails  referred  to  : — *'  ^is  scheld  ^et 
wreih  bis  Godhed  was  his  leone  licome  J^et  was  ispred  o  rode,  brod  ase  scheld 
buuen  in  his  i-streiht  earmes,  and  neruh  bineoiSen,  ase  pe  on  not,  efter  fet  me 
wene%,  sete  upon  pe  oiSer  note.*' 

See  also  Legends  of  the  Holy  Rood^  E.  £.  T.  Soo.,  ed.  Morris,  pp.  xix,  xz. 
It  is  curious  that  the  author  of  the  Eng.  version  invariably  omits  all  mention 
of  one  of  the  relics  so  frequently  referred  to  in  the  French  venion,  le  eigne 
honnerS,  the  "  title,"  which  was  placed  over  our  Lord's  head. 

In  I.  Calvin's  Admonith  de  Reliquiie,  ed.  of  1667,  will  be  found  a  very  full 
and  interesting  account  of  the  distribution  of  the  sacred  relics.  It  would  occupy 
too  much  space  to  give  his  account  in  full,  but  I  may  briefly  summarise  tlie 
results  of  his  investigations  so  far  as  they  refer  to  the  relics  here  mentioned. 
Of  the  nails  he  found  no  fewer  than  fourteen  preserved  in  various  churches  and 
monasteries  :  of  which  fottr  were  in  Italy ;  two  in  Germany ;  one  each  at 
€k>logne  and  Treves ;  and  six  in  France  (p.  206,  col.  2).  In  addition  to  these 
the  monks  of  Glastonbury  Abbey  claimed  to  possess  one.  See  An  History  of  the 
Abbey  of  Glastonbury,  Warner,  p.  Ixii. 

As  to  the  crown  of  thorns,  Calvin,  p.  207,  col.  1,  gives  a  long  list  of  places 
claiming  to  possess  one  or  more  of  the  thorns,  and  here  again  Glastonbury  must 
be  added.  In  the  Annates  ordinis  S.  Benedieti,  III.  pp.  699,  700,  we  read  that 
Azan,  a  ^prefect  of  Jerusalem,  presented  to  Charlemagne,  **  Spinea  corona,  que 
caput  amabile  Bedemptoris  nostri  complexa  est,"  and  ''unus  de  clavis  qui 
delectabiles  Cbristi  articulos  configebaut."  The  Abbey  of  Glastonbury  appears 
to  have  been  especially  rich  in  relics,  for,  in  addition  to  the  above,  and  others 
of  minor  importance,  it  possessed  the  spear  of  Longinus,  presented  by  Audulphus, 
Count  of  Boulogne,  to  Athelstane,  some  of  the  milk  of  the  Virgin,  and  some  of 
the  hairs  of  St  Peter's  beard.  See  Enyghton's  Chronicle  in  Histories  AngUceuics 
Scriptares  decern^  London,  1652,  col.  2321, 1.  28,  and  Warner's  History  of  the 
Abbey  of  OlasUmbury,  Bath,  1826,  p.  IxiL 

p.  3,  1.  91.     So   in  the    Coventry  Mysteries^   ed.   Halliwell,    183,   ''bragge   or 
blower 

p.  4,  1.  101.     Perhaps  we  should  read,  "  [To]  such  fre,"  &c.,  i.  e.  "  to  three  such 
men  I  would  not  give  way." 

p.  4, 1.  102.     ^  twelue."      The  Fr.   is  more  moderate — '^  J  a  n'en  refuserai,  par 
Mahom,  jusqn'k  vi.,"  with  which  the  Sovxlone  of  Babyloyne  agrees. 

p.  4,  1.  120.     ''  y  knowe  hiii»  wel  to  wisse ; "   I  know  for  certain.     In  this  phrase 
wisu  appears  to  be  an  adj.  (A.S.  gewis^  Old  Sax.  iwiss^  certain). 
*<  I- wis,  l^enne  aeide  willia^i,  i  icot  wel  to  wisse" 

William  of  Palerne,  ed.  Skeat,  3397. 

p.  4,  I  124.     Compare  P.  Plowman,  C.  xiv.  239. 

p.  4,  1.  128.     "  none  kynnes  f ynge."     See  Prot  Skeat's  note  to  P.  Plowman,  0. 

xi.  128. 
p.  5,  L  144.     "  so  most  he  ]ye ; "  so  might  he  prosper.     A  common  expression, 

for  examples  of  which  see  Stratmann.     One  of  the,  if  not  the  latest  use  of  the 

verb  to  ^  (A.S.  ])eon)  is  in  Tusser's  Five  Hundred  Points  of  Good  Husbandries 

1680  (Eng.  Dial.  Soc.,  ed.  Herrtage),  p.  19,  stanza  8. 
p.  6,  1.  161.     Enow  that  this  is  thine  own  fault. 
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p.  6, 1.  167.  See  M.  Gaston  Paris*  remarks  on  this  incident,  and  the  diflferent 
causes  assigned  for  it  in  various  poems.     Histoire  JPoeUque^  p,  263. 

p.  6,  1.  173.     "  Makes  no  account  of  me," 

p.  6,  I.  197.  "  dojfeper."  This  spelling  is  most  remarkable.  Were  it  not  for  the 
(act  that  the  original  draught  and  the  corrected  copy  are  in  the  same  hand- 
writing, one  would  be  led  to  suspect  that  the  word  had  been  dictated  by  some 
person  who  lisped.  But  in  the  original  draught  we  find  the  word  correctly 
spelt  do^eperi  (see  1.  423,  and  note  to  I.  259).  A  similar  instance  of  p  for  ^ 
occurs  at  1.  1462,  where  we  find  dopeyne  for  do^ne^  At  1.  2036  curiously 
enough  the  word  is  spelt  correctly. 

The  various  forms  under  which  we  find  this  word  are  very  curious.  In  Otuel 
(Ellis.  Metr,  EomanceSy  ii.  367)  we  have  "  dustypere^^  and  "  duzze  pieres  "  /  in 
the  Sowdone  of  Babyloyne,  "  dosiper  "  and  "  dosypeiys  *' ;  in  Bouland  dk  Vemagu 
(Abboteford  Club)  **  dussepers  *" ;  in  Barbour's  Brucey  ed.  Skeat,  iii.  440, 
"  dukperis  "  and  "  Dutchpeerea  "  /  in  Wyntoum,  v,  4350,  "  dowch-9pery$:*  It  is 
worthy  of  notice  how  entirely  the  original  meaning  of  the  word  has  been  lost 
by  the  English  poets ;  thus  at  the  end  of  Otuel  we  read,  ^'  Here  endeth  Otuel, 
Roland,  and  Olyuere  /  and  of  thQ^twelve  dussypere."  So  too  in  Sir  Degrevant, 
ed.  Halliwell,  1.  1853  :— 

"  Ther  come  in  a  daunse  IX.  doseperus  of  Fraunoe ; " 
and  we  frequently  find  a  single  knight  (as  in  the  present  instance)  called 
"  a  do^eper.^* 

p.  6,  1.  199.  "  to  tristyng  to."  A  corruption  of  the  old  gerundial  form.  Thus  in 
the  TaU  of  Beryn  (Chaucer  Soc,  ed.  Fumivall),  1.  347,  we  find,  "  This  ny^te 
that  is  to  comyng  ;  "  and  again  in  P.  Plowman^  0.  xviii.  313,  **  Hopen  ))at  he 
be  to  comynge/^  In  the  Wyclifite  version  of  Rev.  xiL  4  we  read ;  "  And  the 
dragoun  stood  before  the  woman  that  was  io  beringe  child,"  and  in  the  next 
verse,  "  to  reuHnge  alle  folkes."  Caxton,  Desdr.  of  Britain,  1486,  has  "  Candred 
is  to  menyng  a  contrey  that  conteyneth  a  hondred  tonnes,**  p.  20.  C£  *'  Eart 
])u  iSe  to  cummene  eart  ?  "     Luke  vii.  20, 

p.  7,  1.  209.  "  ofte  sekede  amonge ; "  sighed  at  frequent  intervals,  frequently. 
Compare  the  following  from  Mr.  Wright*8  Carols  and  Songs  (Percy  Society) : — 


And  ev^r  amonge 
A  maiden  songe 

Ldllay,  by  by  luUay,' 


"  Thys  endys  m^th 
I  saw  a  sy^th 

A  stare  as  bry^t  as  day ; 

Compare  also  Mod.  Eng.  all  the  while, 

7,  1.  213.  "  his  mantel  of  say.**  In  the  Fr.  <'  son  bliaut  de  sole.**  Halliwell 
defines  say  as  **  a  delicate  serge  or  woollen  cloth,*'  quoting  from  Palsgrave^ 
**  Saye  clothe,  serge^     See  Du  Cange,  Glossar.  s.  v.  Seta. 

7,  1.  219.  "  ^at  toched  mannes  dede ;  **  that  was  the  part  or  duty  of  a  man  ; 
compare  1.  1435. 

8, 11.  234,  &c.  The  process  of  arming  is  not  so  minutely  described  here  as  in 
Sir  Gawayne,  1.  567,  et  seq.,  on  which  see  Sir  F.  Madden's  note  in  his  edition 
for  the  Bannatyne  Club,  1839,  p.  314. 

8.  11.  246-7.  In  the  Fr.  version  Oliver  is  more  definite  as  to  the  reward  ho 
purposes  to  give  Oaryn  : — 
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**  Ferrant,  dist  Oliviera,  bien  ait  qui  te  garda  ! 
Si  je  vif  loDguement,  moult  grant  preu  i  ara, 
A  Pasques^  en  avril,  ohevaliet  en  sera.*' 

p.  8,  1.  241.  "  hys  styrop  trepede  he  no^t  ;'*  that  is,  he  did  not  place  his  foot  in 
the  stirrup,  but  vaulted  into  the  saddle. 

p.  8, 1.  253.  "  E'au  plus  fier  Sarraztn  anoui  se  combatr 

Qui  ains  fust  en  oest  sieucle,  ne  jamais  i  ssera  t  * 

p.  8,  1.  256.  "  blessed  him  ; "  signed  himself  with  the  sign  of  the  cross ;  in  Cax- 
ton's  version  "  blessyd  hym  in  makyng  the  sygne  of  the  crosse ; "  compare — 
«*  ble9ce  pe  al  abuten  mid  te  eadie  rode  tocne."  Ancren  Riwle,  p.  290.  The 
act  of  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  is  still  called,  "blessing  oneVself  by 
Catholics.  See  My  re's  Instructions  for  Parish  Priests  (E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Peacock), 
p.  9,  1.  280. 

'*  And  blesse  [hem]  feyre  as  {^ey  conne 
Whenne  gloria  Xib\  ys  by-gonne." 

p.  8, 1.  258.     On  the  cover  the  following  lines  corresponding  with  11.  258 — 261  of 
the  corrected  copy  are  legible : — 

\  Charlys  stod  by  ohance  at  conseil  uriih  his  feria, 
Whiche  l^at  wem  of  franco  his  oiene  doiepers. 

Roland . 

&  )>an  him  for-^TO^te    ....    he  had  '*    .     .     . 

.  8,  1.  259.  *'  do^))eperen.'*  On  this  curious  form  see  remarks  on  1.  197, 
above. 

The  names  of  the  dottz^eres  are  variously  given  in  the  MSS.  Thus  the 
present  Romance  gives  them  as — Roland,  Oliver,  Terry,  Geoffrey,  Ogier,  Basyn, 
Naymes,  Richard  of  Normandy,  Berard,  Aubrey,  Gwylmer,  and  Guy  of 
Burgundy 

The  Lansdowne  MS.  gives — Roland,  Oliver,  Geryn,  Gerer,  Berenger,  Otto, 
Samson,  Engeller,  Ivon,  Ivoire,  Anseis,  and  Girard  ^ ;  while  in  Otuel  and  Roland 
<b  Vemagu  (ed.  for  the  Abbotsford  Club,  from  the  Auchinleck  MS.  in  1836)  no 
regular  lists  are  given.  Caxton,  following  the  prose  FierabraSj  says  "the 
barons  of  themperour  Charles  and  pyeres  of  Fraunce  ben  sayc)  comynly  in 
nombre  xij  or  ziij  .  .  ,  But  of  the  lordes  valyaunte  capytaynes  were  more  than 
xiij  after  that  I  fynde"  (sign.  B  viii,  col.  1).  He  then  gives  the  following 
names,  sixteen  in  number : — Roland,  Earl  of  Cenonia,  Oliver,  Richard,  Garyn, 
Geoffrey,  Hoel,  Ogier,  Naymes,  Thierry,  Basyn,  Guy,  Caudeboy,  Ganellon, 
Sampson,  Alorys,  and  Gwylmer. 

In  the  Sotodone  of  Bahyhyne  also  the  dou^epairs  are  sixteen  in  number : — 
Roland,  Oliver,  Regnier,  Richard  of  Normandy,  Garjm  of  Lorraine,  Geoffrey, 
Hoel,  Ogier,  Lambert  of  Brussels,  Naymes,  Thierry  (Terry),  Basyn,  Guy  of 
Burgundy,  Gaudeboys,  Ganellon,  Sanson  of  Burgundy.  But  at  IL  1680 
— 1722,  we  find  other  names  mentioned  which  do  not  appear  in  the  foregoing 
list.  Thus  we  have,  Bery,  Baliante,  Aleroyse,  Miron,  Turpin,  Bernard  of 
Prussia,  Bryere,  and  Naymes. 

'  Although  Ogier  is  not  included  in  the  Chanson  de  Roland  amongst  the  douzeperes, 
yet  he  is  the  most  important  personage  after  Roland. 

FERUHBRAS.  O 
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194  NOTES   TO   pp.  8 — 10,  IL  267 — 326. 

M.  Gaston  Paris  in  liis  Hisioire  PoStique  de  Charlemagne,  Paris,  1865,  p.  507, 
gives  the  names  as  found  in  the  French  versions.     See  also  his  remarks,  ibid. 
pp.  416—418. 
p.  8,  1.  267.     The  following  portion  of  the  original  draft  corresponding  with  11. 
267-9  is  legible  on  the  cover  : — 

*'  Many  was  )>e  kny^t  ^ai  h\fn  beheld  \  wafi  he  spak  his  resoun. 
He  said  to  )>^  kyng  \fer  as  he  wes  .  '  y  .  .  .  .  haue  {^e  senied  ^ore, 

in  werre  &  in  lond  of  pea,  wel  v^  ^r  &  more  '.^' 

p.  9,  I.  276.  '*  neu^re  ous  two  to-sterte ;  **  we  two  have  never  been  separated, 
p.  9,  1.  286.  **  lome."  Generally  found  in  combination  as  "  oft  and  lome."  For 
examples  see  Stratmann.  The  comparative  lommere  occurs  in  P.  Plowman^  C. 
xxiii.  238,  where  it  is  glossed  by  the  scribe  eepius, 
p.  9, 1.  302.  *'  Gweneloun.^  It  is  one  of  the  signs  of  the  popularity  of  the 
Charlemagne  Romances^  that  this  name  should  have  become  synonymous  with 
the  basest  treachery;  Thus  Chaucer,  Monk$  Tale,  3579,  uses  it  as  an  epithet, 
when  he  speaks  of  "  Genylon  Olyuer,  corrupt  for  mede ;  "  and  again,  Boke  of  the 
Duchess,  1121  :— 

"  Or  the  false  Geniloun 
He  that  purchased  the  trayson 
Of  Rouland  and  of  Olivere." 
See  also  Gesia  Romanorum,  Tale  Ixxviii,  p.  396. 
p.  10, 1.  304.     From  this  line  we  learn  the  date  of  the  action  of  the  Romance. 

See  the  Introduction,  p.  xvi,  and  note, 
p.  10,  1.  307.     "  As  the  law  decreed  in  the  case  of  traitors." 
p.   10,   1.   311.      "Rewardet,"  agreed,  determined:   cf.  1.   3452.       "Tweyre;" 
A.   S.  ttcegra,  gen.  of  twegen,  two.      There   are  not  many  instances  of  its 
occurrence.     In  La^amon,  ed.  Madden,  ii.  312,  11. 17568-9,  we  have — 

"  l^at  hii  wolde  al  \)\s  lond  f  fette  in  hire  tfceire  bond," 
and  11.  21436,  "  fette  in  3oure  tvoeire  bond.**      See  also  Ancren  RitoU,  p.  406, 
"  i  j)isse  tweire  monglunge."     The  meaning  of  the  line  is — ^That  that  which  is 
agreed  upon  by  the  consent  of  any  two,  any  third  person,  upon  whom  they  may 
fix,  shall  be  bound  to  perform.    Caxton*s  version  is,  "  ye  haue  ordeynedl  that  it 
whyche  by  ij  of  vs  is  juged  ought  to  be  holden."     The  French  version  runs — 
"  Que  ce  que  li  doi  jugent,  puis  kM  I'ont  affi^me^ 
Aler  estuet  le  tiero,  ensi  Pont  creant^. 
Nous  jujon  Olivier,  si  I'avons  esgard^, 
Qu'il  fera  la  bataiUe  au  paien  deffa^." 
p.  10,  1.  322.     ''Puis  dist  entre  ses  dens  ;  'Diex  li  doist  courte  vie.*^ 
p.  10,  1.  324.     "  dere  herte."      Compare  Gesta  Romanorum  (E.  K  T.  Soc.,  ed. 
Herrtage,  1879),  p.  181  :    "  yf  ))ou  do  welle,  f  ow  shalto  be  myn  owns  dere 
harte ;  *'  and  Troilus  and  Oreseide,  iii.  988  :  "  Lo  I  herte  mine,''  and  In  the  next 
stanza,  "  my  dere  herteJ' 
p.  10,  1.  325.         "  Qwhylles  he  es  qwykkeand  in  qrverte  vnquellyde  with  handis.** 

Morte  Arthurt,  ed.  Brook,  1.  8810. 

See  also  note  in  Caihol,  AngUcum,  s.v.v,  Inquarte  and  Quarts. 
p.  10,  1.  326.     **  Were  it  not  for  thy  grievous  wound,  I  am  sure  thou  wouldst  faro 
well." 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  10 — 17,  IL  828 — 447.  195 

p.  10,  1.  328-9.      "Duk  Reyqer  ....  Olyuers  fader."      So  we  find  in  all  the 
authors  with  the  exception  of  one  passage  in  David  Anbert  (chapt.  39) :    "  Com- 
ment le  roy  Fourr6  fa  occis  centre  le  gr4  de  Tempereur  par  Olivier  de  Viane, 
qui  vengea  la  mort  de  son  p^re  Chrier  que  Fonrr^  avoit  occis,"  &c.,  bat  as  the 
same  author  elsewhere  gives  the  names  correctly,  this  is  doubtless,  as  pointed 
out  by  M.  Gaston  Paris,  a  slip  on  the  part  of  the  writer  or  the  copier.     (Hi$L 
PoiL,  pp.  263-4.) 
p.  10,  1.  331.     Here  begins  the  legible  portion  of  the  original  draught,  which 
for  convenience  of   comparison  has    been   printed  parallel   to   the  corrected 
version, 
p.  11,  11.  334 — 337.     These  lines  are  an  addition  of  the  English  translator:  at 
least  they  do  not  occur  in  the  surviving  MSS.  of  Fierabra$.   As  to  the  meaning 
of  1.  335,  I  cannot  offer  any  suggestion. 
p.  11,  1.  351.     Here  the  draught  follows  the  original  French  more  closely  than  the 
corrected  copy : — 

'^Lkii  voit  Fierabras,  si  I'a  araisonne : 
*  Sarrazina,  d'ont  es  tu,  tant  nous  as  apel67 ' " 
The  four  following  lines,  352 — 355,  are  not  in  the  original  French. 
p.  13,  1.  381.     "  aire."     See  note  on  1.  2342. 

p.  13,  1.  384.     "  raply ; "  quickly,  hastily.     For  examples  see  Stratmann,  to  which 
add—"  He  ros  vp  raply : ""  Arthur,  ed.  Fumivall  (E.  E.  T.  Soc,  1864),  1.  87 ; 
P.  Plowman,  G.  Tii.  383,  and  Richard  the  Redele$  (E.  £.  T.  Soc.,  ed.  Skeat), 
prol.  13. 
p.  14,  1.  400.     "ladde  (harlot)  on  J>y  fote."     In  the  Fr.— 

<*  Fui  t^ent  fors  de  la  tere,  mar  enmerras  destrier, 
A  ton  col  .1.  grant  pel,  ik  loi  Aa  pautannierJ'* 
The  word  pautener  occurs  hereafter,  1.  859,  which  see. 
p.  14,  1.  404.     "  letest  so  lite  of  me."     Gf.  Richard  the  Redeles  (E.  E.  T.  Soc.,  ed. 

Skeat),  iii.  284,  and  P.  PUnoman^  B.  vl  170,  "  leet  lijt  of  ))e  lawe." 
p.  15, 1.  408.    ''  stonde])  aye."   An  old  phrase  meaning  to  stand  in  awe  of,  to  fear. 
Thus  in  Barbour's  Bruce  (E.  E.  T.  Soc.,  ed.  Skeat),  iii.  62,  we  have  "  stand 
awe,"*  and  in  Havelok,  ed.  Skeat,  1.  277 : 

**  A1  engelond  of  him  itod  awe, 
All  engelond  was  of  him  adrad," 
where  the  prep,  in  has  been  incorrectly  and  unnecessarily  inserted  before  awe. 
See  also  The  Wallace,  v.  929,  vi.  878,  Ac. 
p.  15, 1.  423.     Notice  that  while  in  the  original  draught  we  have  the  ordinary 

form  do^epere,  in  the  corrected  copy  we  have  do^^eper 
p.  16,  1.  433.     "  ))e  Sonne  hure  sette."     On  the  gender  of  the  word  Sun  see  Profl 
Skeat's  note  to  P.  Plowman,  G.  xxi.  256,  and  my  note  to  Gfeeta  Romanorum^ 
p.  12, 1.  14. 
p.  16, 1.  437.     "  Hym  drede^  nojyng,"  Ac.     In  the  original  French — 
''  Tant  fu  fers  et  oribles  et  de  grant  oruaute) 
Ne  prisa  Olivier  .ii.  deniers  monnaes.'* 
p.  16,  I.  444.     "Perigot"     French,  "  Pieregort.'* 

p.  17,  447.     "  the  kynges  styward."     French  "  Fius  k  un  vavasour,  c'avoit  nom 
Ysor^s." 

0  2 
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196  NOTES   TO  pp.  17 — 20,  11  456 — oil. 

p.  17,  1.  456.  "  Ogeroun  fe  wi^te."  The  whole  life  of  this  celebrated  hero  is  in 
the  Royal  MS.  16,  E  vi.  4.  Ogier  le  Danou,  due  de  Dannemarehe^  was  printed 
at  Paris  about  1498.  His  old  Gothic  Sword,  Spatha,  and  Iron  Shield  are  still 
preserved  in  a  monastery  in  the  north.  Bartholinus,  Aniiq.  Domic,  ii.  13,  pp. 
578-9.  For  further  notices  see  M.  MicheFs  edition  of  Charlemagne  from  tlie 
Royal  MS.  16,  E  viii.  7,  written  in  the  12th  century  (Paris,  1836) ;  and  Warton, 
Hist,  of  Eng.  Poetry,  ii.  137-8. 

"  Who  more  couragious  then  Renaldo  f  who  more  invincible  then  Boldan  f 
who  more  comely  or  more  courteous  then  Rogerof  from  whom  the  dukes  of 
Ferrara  at  this  day  are  descended  (according  to  Turpin  in  his  Cosmographie). 
All  these  knights,  and  many  more.  Master  Vicar,  that  I  could  tell  you,  were 
knights  errant,  the  vety  light  and  glorie  of  knighthood." — Don  Quixote^  ed. 
Shelton,  1652,  Part  2,  chapt.  1,  p.  139. 

p.  17, 1.  458.  "  Spelie."  For  examples  of  this  rare  word  see  Stratmann,  to  whose 
references  add  P.  Plowman^  C.  vii.  432. 

p.  18, 1.  473.     "  cors  of  werre  ;  "  as  distinct  from  a  "  cors  of  pees,"  or  a  jousting 
match,  which  was  usually  conducted  with  spears  without  heads  of  iron.     Thus 
in  Sir  Degrevant^  ed.  Halliwell,  1.  1215,  we  read : — 
**  Thou  shalt  be  servid,  or  I  seas, 
Bothe  of  werre  a&d  of  pees. 
Of  ayther  oours  thre  ; 
and  again,  1. 1261,  we  find  mentioned  "  sperus  of  pese,"  which  were  the  jousting 
weapons  above  alluded  to.     See  Strutt^s  Sports  and  Pastimes,  ed.  Hone,  p. 
141,  and  Meyrick,  Antient  Armour,  Glossary.     In  MS.  Lansdowne  285,  leaf  10, 
are  rules  for  the  proper  conduct  of  "  justes  of  pees." 

p.  18,  1.  476.  The  horse  of  the  vanquished  became  the  property  of  the  con- 
queror. There  are  numerous  allusions  to  this  ctistom.  See,  for  instance,  Sir 
Degrevant,  11.  1112,  and  1119:  "Syxty  stedus  he  wan." 

p.  19,  1.  498.  "  Et  voit  le  sane  vermel  d  la  tore  couler, 

Car  I'abans  du  oeval  Ii  ot  fait  escrever." 

p.  20,  1.  507.     "  f  ou  blerest  nojt  so  myn  eje."     A  common  expression  for  blind, 
deceive,  delude.     Thus  Chaucer,  Beeve's  Tale  (Cant,  Tales,  A.  4049)  :  "  By  my 
))rift  jit  schal  i  blere  here  ie  ;  "  and  in  Ly  Beaus  Disconus,  1.  1432 : — 
**  Wyth  fantasme  and  fayrj^e 
Thus  Bche  blerede  hya  yye." 
See  also  P,  Ploumian,  C.  i.  72  ;  Seven  Sages,  ed.  Wright,  2952,  &c, 

p.  20,  1.  510.  "Myddel ":  sic  in  MS.,  but  probably  we  should  read  "my  sadel '% 
as  in  the  draught.  Caxton's  version  has,  ^*  two  flagons  haugyng  on  the  sadil  of 
my  hors."     "  a  costrel."     French  **  voila  .ij.  barils." 

p.  20,  1.  511.  This  balm  is  thus  referred  to  in  Don  Quixote,  ed.  Shelton,  1652 : — 
"  Be  not  grieved,  friend  Sancho,  replyed  the  knight ;  for  I  will  now  componod 
the  precious  Balsamum  which  will  cure  us  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.''  The 
ingredients  of  this  Balsamum  were  Rosemary,  Oil,  Wine,  and  Salt,  mixed  to- 
gether in  an  old  tin  pot,  and  over  it  were  said  **  eighty  paternosters  and  as 
many  Aves,  Salves  and  Creeds  . . .  [he]  did  easily  persuade  himself  that  hee  had 
hapned  on  the  right  manner  of  compounding  the  Balsamum  of  Fierabras ;  and 
that  having  that  medicine,  hee  might  boldly  from  henceforth,  undertake  any 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  20 — 23,  IL  621 — 680.  197 

ruines,  battailes,  conflicts  or  adventures,  how   dangerous   soever.'* — ^Lib.   I, 
Pt  iii,  chap.  3,  pp.  31-2. 
.  20,  L  621.     "  by  j)is  lijte."      A  proverbial  expression  equivalent  to  "  during 
this  life.**     We  have  the  same  idea  in  different  words  at  1.  1744,  where  we  find, 
"by  Jys  leem." 
.  21,  L  525.     **  Rolandre.**     A  form  apparently  invented  meiri  gratia;  compare 

the  reading  of  the  original  draught. 
.  21,  1.  528.     "  fer  &  net"    A  phrase  of  common  occurrence,  and  equivalent  to, 

**  all  over,  thoroughly." 
.  22,  1.  544.      The  translator  has   here  omitted  a   few  lines  in  the  original 
French : — 

**  Bt  respbnt  Fierabras  :  *  trop  me  viels  ore  hasten 
Par  foi,  86  tu  me  vols  deaeur  mes  pids  ester, 
N*a  si  fier  homme  el  siecle  ne  me  doie  douter.* 
*  Certes,  dist  Olivier,  trop  t*ai  oi  vanter. 
Mtex  vaut  mesure  ik  dire  que  ne  fait  sorparler  ; 
A  bon  droit  te  devroit  de  ton  oors  meserrer.* " 
.  22,  1.  546.     "  bente  hym  brymly  as  a  bor."     A  common  simile  in  early  poetry. 
Thus  in  Sir  Degrevant,  ed.  Halliwell,  Camden  Society,  1844,  1.  1240,  we  read — 
'*  The  eorl  hoved  and  by  held 
Brem  as  a  bare,** 

and  in  Shelton,  Works,  i.  187  :— 

"  Your  bragynge  host,  your  royal  aray, 
Tour  beard  so  bTym  as  bore  at  bay" 
.  22,  1.  648.     "  Had  he  ben,"  &c.     French  :— 

'*  Se  il  vausist  cr^ir  le  digne  roi  Ihesu, 
N'eust  tel  chevalier  dusques  ik  Montagu." 
I'Volled  occurs  in  Robert  of  Gioiicester, 
.  23,  1.  580.     Here  the  translator  has  passed  over  several  lines  descriptive  of 
Ferumbras^s  arms,  Ac,  and  particularly  of  his  three  swords,  Plorance;  Baptism, 
and  Garbain,  the  whole  pedigree  of  which  is  given.     In  fact  the  whole  account 
of  the  combat  is  considerably  altered  in  the  present  English  version.^    The  author 
of  the  latter  omits  the  incident  of  Oliver's  assisting  Ferumbras  to  arm,  and  the 
long  harangue  of  Oliver  made  in  the  hope  of  converting  the  Saracen  to  Chris- 
tianity.'     The  French  writer  represents  Ferumbras  as  then  again  offering  the 
balm  to  Oliver,  and  its  refusal. 

The  French  knights  who  are  witnesses  of  the  combat  are  alarmed  for  their 
champion's  safety,  and  Charles,  covering  his  head  with  his  cloak,  hurries  to  his 
chapel  to  pray  for  his  success.  Roland  is  anxious  to  join  Oliver,  but  is  pre- 
vented by  the  king,  who  reminds  him  of  his  refusal  to  accept  the  challenge. 
Both  the  combatants  are  wounded,  and  Ferumbras  proposes,  as  he  sees  Oliver  is 
pale  from  loss  of  blood,  to  leave  off  for  a  time,  but  the  latter  refuses.  The 
prayer  of  Charlemagne  to  the  Virgin  then  follows — a  curious  specimen,  since  in 
it  he  declares  that  if  Oliver  is  conquered,  he  will  destroy  all  the  altars  and 

'  The  account  as  given  in  the  Sowdone  follows  the  French  text  exactly. 
'  Compare  the  very  amusing  description  of  the  duel  between  Magog  the  Saracen  and 
Rauf  Coi^ear,  ed.  Murray,  pp.  29 — 32. 
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198  NOTES  TO   pp.  24 — 28,  U.  683—679. 

crncifizes,  words  for  which  Naymes  reproaches  him.  Then  comes  a  long 
prayer  of  Oliver,  who  is  again  wounded,  hut  refuses  the  balm  which  Ferumbras 
ofifers  him  with  the  assurance  that  it  will  make  him  as  lively  as  a  swallow  in 
May.  The  Saracen  is  then  wounded,  but  having  drunk  some  of  the  balm,  is 
quickly  restored.  Oliver  with  a  stroke  of  his  sword  cuts  away  the  two  bottles 
containing  the  balm,  which  fall  to  the  ground  (1.  742,  English  version).  Ha 
leaps  off  his  horse,  seizes  one  of  the  bottles,  drinks  its  contents,  by  which  he  is 
restored  to  strength,  and  then  throws  both  into  the  river.  The  weight  of  the 
gold  with  which  they  are  set  causes  them  to  sink,  but  on  the  feast  of  St.  John 
they  rise  to  the  surface.  Ferumbras  in  a  rage  slays  01iver*s  horse  (1. 591,  English 
version).  The  French  wish  to  assist  their  countrymen,  but  Charles  insists  on 
fair-play  to  Ferumbras.  The  latter  offers  Oliver  his  own  horse,  and  as  the 
offer  is  refused,  he  himself  dismounts.  Charles  utters  another  prayer,  and  an 
angel  appears  to  him,  and  tells  him  that  Oliver  will  be  the  conqueror,  but  not 
without  severe  wounds. 

Meanwhile  the  combat  continues,  and  Ferumbras  disarms  Oliver :  and  advises 
him  to  renounce  Christianity,  offering  him  his  sister  Fioripas  in  marriage.  Oliver 
rejects  the  offer,  and  also  refuses  to  accept  his  own  sword  back,  but  by  a  sudden 
spring  seizes  one  of  Ferumbras'  swords.  Baptism,  with  which  he  continues  the 
combat  At  length  Ferumbras  is  seriously  wounded  and  asks  for  mercy. 
Here  the  two  versions  again  correspond. 

p.  24,  1.  683.  in  draught,  "j?ylke'':  tic  in  MS.,  read  "fykke",  as  in  the  cor- 
rected copy. 

p.  25, 1.  601.     "  hir  eyjer."     See  note  on  1.  677. 

p.  26,  1.  623.  '*  cercle.*'  This  is  not  the  padded  wreath  worn  from  the  time  of 
Richard  II.  to  Henry  IV.  on  the  bacinet,  but  the  more  splendid  band  of  gold- 
smiths' work  enriched  with  jewels.  It  is  called  bordoure  in  the  Avrntyn  of 
Arthure,  xzz.  4,  and  said  to  be  *'alle  of  brynte  golde";  and  in  the  present 
poem,  1.  5627,  it  is  termed  the  ''cornel".  See  Roquefort,  Ghssaire,  Supple- 
ment V.  Helme,  Planche's  Hist,  of  Costume,  p.  160,  &c. 

p.  26,  1.  631.     Compare  1.  727. 

p.  26,  1.  636.  In  the  French  version  this  incident  occurs  before  the  fight 
begins. 

p.  27,  1.  652.  "  Y  am  Charlis  Eemys  sone."  This  would  mean,  ''  I  am  the  son  of 
Charlis'  uncle,"  but  I  do  not  find  that  Reyner  is  in  any  other  passage  called  the 
uncle  of  Charles. 

p.  27,  1.  661.     "beyne,"  both.     This  is  the  0.  E.  begeriy  which  we  find  as  bei^en^ 
beien,  beinef  beyne,  in  Lazamon.     In  the  Vernon  MS.  we  read — 
*<  Well  )>ou  maiht  ^if  }>o\i  wolt,  taken  enaaumple  of  beyne, 
Bothe  two  in  heor  elde  children  heo  beore." 

p.  27, 1.  677.  "  Vnder  hure  bo))en  fete:"  under  the  feet  of  both  of  them.  So 
we  find,  "  her  neither  may  henten  ofer,"  P.  Plowman^  C.  xvii.  81 :  "  A«r  none^^ 
ibid.  B.  xlv.  239.     Compare  1.  601,  "  hir  eyj)er,"  and  1.  4146,  "jour  summe." 

p.  28, 1.  679.  Apparently  the  line  means,  in  the  excitement  and  thrusting  of  the 
moment,  to  the  Saracen,  &c.  Cotgrave  gives  "  EntrelaSy  m.  A  knot  hard  to  be 
loosed,  and  intricate  businesse,  a  work  much  entangled.  Entrelassement,  m. 
A  setting,  putting  or  thrusting  in,  between  or  among.'* 
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p.  28, 1.  681.  "  to  donde.''  This  form  occurs  in  "  A  Prayer  to  Our  Lady,"  pr. 
(from  the  Addit  MS.  27,909)  in  An  old  Eng.  Miscellany,  E.  E.  T.  Soc,  ed. 
Morris,  p.  123,  1.  15 — "  io  donde  sunne  awei  fram  him.'*  It  is  a  corrupt  form 
of  the  infinitive  arising  from  a  confusion  of  the  gerundial  form  -^ne,  corrupted 
into  'ing  (see  1.  199),  with  the  participial  ending  -ende.  Thus  in  0.  E. 
HomilieSy  ed.  Morris,  ii.  57,  we  read  :  "  the  rihtwise  [man  fasteth]  for  to  wUiemle 
his  rihtwisnease.** 

It  is  worth  noticing  that  in  the  French  version  the  positions  of  the  two  com- 
batants are  reversed,  so  far  as  this  incident  is  concerned. 

p.  29, 1.  697.  **  many  a  schoure."  We  still  speak  of  a  "  shower  of  arrows,  or 
darts,**  and  the  word  was  frequently  used  in  that  sense  ;  cf.  flana  scuras^  showers 
of  arrows,  in  the  A.S.  fragment  of  Judith.     Compare  11.  771,  841. 

p.  30,  1.  719.  I  know  of  no  other  instances  of  the  forms  sot  or  soot  for  the  past 
tense  of  the  verb  to  sneat.     Chaucer  uses  swot, 

p.  31,  L  727.     Compare  1.  631. 

p.  31, 1.  750.  The  following  lines,  corresponding  with  11.  750-1  of  the  corrected 
copy,  are  at  the  back  of  the  Fragment : — 

"  Of  herte  was  F[erumbra8]  bo)>e  hoi  k,  sond  f  &  plenyde  him  no  l^yng, 
[Ac]  ful  him  doun  knelyng  on  l^e  grond,  &  (^ankede  heuene  kyng.'* 

There  are  also  a  few  other  lines  partly  legible,  running  round  the  margins,  and 
some,  but  for  the  most  part  illegible,  on  the  other  cover, 
p.  32,  1.  753.     *'  for  Marie  sone  \at  mayde  : "  that  is,  **  for  the  love  of  the  Son 
of  Mary  that  Virgin."     Compare  1.  1270,  "  We  buf  Charlis  men  ))e  Emperere." 
The  construction,  though  singular-looking,  is  not  at  all  uncommon  in  Old 
English  :    thus  in  P.  Plotoman  we  find  several  examples,  e.  g,  *^  For  marie 
loue  py  moder,*'  ».  «.  for  the  love  of  Mary  thy  mother  ;  C-text,  viii.  149  ;  **  Peers 
pardon  pe  plouhman,**  i.  e.  the  pardon  of  Piers  the  Plowman  ;  C-text,  zxii.  187, 
392 ;  **  For  Peers  loue  J)e  plouhman  ; "  i.  e,  for  the  love  of  Piers  the  Plowman  ; 
C.  xvi.  131,  xxiii.  77,  &c.     So  again  in  William  of  Paleme,  ed.  Skeat,  1.  5437, 
**  Themperours  moder  william,"  i.  e.  the  mother  of  the  Emperor  William.     See 
also  Chaucer,  Boke  of  the  Duchesse,  1.  282  ;  Squieres  Tale,  209,  &c. 
p.  32,  1.  756.     "  Are  not  worth  tliinking  of.'* 
p.  33,  766.     "  y-core.**     So  in  La^amon,  ed.  Madden,  20971  : — 
"  Alle  hii  wereq  i-core  i  and  he^e  men  i-bore.'* 

p.  33,  1.  771.  "Went  him."  See  Prof.  Skeat*s  note  to  P.  Plowman,  B.  Prologue 
1.7. 

p.  33,  1.  774.  "Goffanoun.**  "  Gonfanon,  m.  A  little  square  flag,  or  Penon  at 
the  end  of  a  Launce ;  or  (more  particularly)  an  old-fashioned  Banner,  or  square 
Standard,  borne  on  the  top  of  a  Launce  ;  such  as,  even  to  this  day,  is  used  in  the 
warres  made  by  the  Pope.'*  Cotgrave.  See  also  Meyrick,  Antient  Armour, 
Glossary.  The  French  version  reads  : — *^  Du  pan  de  son  bliaut  li  a  les  flans 
bend^s.** 

p.  34,  1.  800.  **  V  fousant  of  o))re  and  mo.**  This  gives  a  total  of  15,000,  but 
the  French  text  has  **  L^.**  The  *'  mo  *'  in  the  English  version  seems  to  mean 
3;  cC  1.815. 

p.  34,  1.  813.     "  Mantreblee.*'     There  appears  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  correct 
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spelling  of  this  name.  In  the  Sowdone  of  Babylon  it  is  printed  as  **  Moun- 
trible,"  and  in  the  Complaint  of  Scotland,  ed.  Dr.  Murray,  p.  63,  we  have,  **  the 
tail  of  the  brig  of  the  mantribiU*  The  same  spelling  appears  in  Barbout^s 
Bruce,  ed.  Skeat,  iii.  465,  where  we  find  **  Mantrybill."  Shelton  also  refers  to 
**  Mantryble  the  bryge,"  Poems  against  GamesclUy  ed.  Dyce,  i.  117,  1.  22;  and 
so  it  appears  also  in  Caxton's  Lyf  of  Charles  the  Ch'ete,  1485,  which  follows  the 
original  French  prose  Fierabras ;  and  in  Shelton's  translation  of  Don  Quixote, 
Bk  I,  part  iv,  cap.  xxii,  p.  130,  ed.  1675,  where  in  the  original  Spanish  the 
reference  is  to  **  Fierabras,  con  la  pnente  de  Mantible  "  (sic),  part  I.  cap.  xlix. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  editors  of  the  French  version  of  Fierabras  and  of  La 
Destruction  de  Rome  print  the  name  as  ^'  Mautrible,*"  and  so  it  seems  sometimes 
to  be  in  the  Ashmole  MS.  Considering,  however,  the  slight  difiference  between 
u  and  n  in  MSS.,  I  have  followed  the  reading  which  appears  to  have  the  weight 
of  evidence  in  its  favour. 

p.  34, 1.  819.  "  Hure  commune  horn,"  &c.  In  the  French  text — ^**  Es  tr^s  et  as 
herberges  ont  olifans  sonn^s.*' 

p.  34,  1.  825.     "  ))e  woundede  man  ])an  he  set  adoufi.'*     In  the  original  French 
this  is  done  at  Ferumbras'  own  desire,  and  Oliver,  we  are  told, — 
'*  Belement  le  couca  desous  le  ram^  pin  ; 
8e8  espies  li  bailie,  li  rois  Ten  fist  enclin," 
The  latter  part  of  this  line  is  repeated  at  I.  838,  below. 

p.  34, 1.  827.     **  iornay."     Tlie  use  of  this  word  in  the  sense  of  combat  is  not 
uncommon  ;  compare  Barbour's  Bruce^  ed.  Skeat,  xiii.  480  : — 
**  Him  war  levar  that  Journeys  wer 
Wndone,  than  he  swa  ded  had  bene  ; " 
and  again,  xx.  494 — 

**  He  come  nooht  to  the  loumee^ 
For  his  Anne  was  brokyne  in  twa." 
We  still  use  the  expression  "  to  win,  or  lose,  the  Aiy." 

p.  35,  1.  833.  "  at  arst ; "  ».  «.  "  then  for  the  first  time.**  So  in  William  of 
Paleme,  ed.  Skeat,  1.  1028 : 

**  panne  alisaundrine  at  arst  \)&n  antresse  him  tille.*' 

p.  35,  1.  855.     ^  Escaped  from  him  by  flight  as  best  they  might." 

p.  35,  1.  859.  '*pantener",  read  "pautener."  This  word  occurs  twice  in  Bar- 
bour's Bruce,  i.  462,  and  ii.  194.  Cotgrave  gives  "  Pautonmer.  A  lewd  stubborn 
or  saucy  knave ; "  and  Burguy,  *'  Paltonier,  pautonier,  homme  sans  profession  ni 
demeure  fix4;  homme  de  mauvaise  vie,  m^chant,  hautain,  miserable,  queux, 
coquin."  Halliwell  quotes  from  Guy  of  Warwihe,  p.  113,  "a  feloun j?aii/mer." 
See  1.  400,  above.     The  word  occurs  again,  p.  121,  1.  3877. 

p.  36,  1.  876.  *' plate  &  maille.**  Plate  armour  was,  as  its  name  implies,  formed 
o^ plates  of  steel  or  iron,  while  mail  armour  was  composed  of  small  rings  or 
links.  '*  Maille,  Maile,  or  a  linke  of  maile  (wherof  coats  of  mail  be  made)  ; 
also  a  Hauther,  or  any  little  ring  of  mettall  resembling  a  link  of  maile.*' 
Cotgrave. 

p.  37,  I.  928.  "  schake."  So  in  La^amon,  ed.  Madden,  13,246 : — ^*  Nes  f  er  naD 
biscop  )>at  iorH  on  his  weei  ne  scoc" 

p.  38, 1.  940.     "  Comybourgh."     French  text,  "  Corsuble. 
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p.  38, 1.  941.     "pereched.''     "To  perche,  vbi  to  Thirle,**  Cuihol  Anglicum.     For 
other  instances  of  this  and  similar  forms  of  the  word,  see  my  Geaia  Romanorum 
(E.  E.  T.  Soc.),  p.  47,  L  28,  and  note  thereon. 
p.  38,  1.  963.     "vewe."     One  of  the  instances  of  v  used  for/, 
p.  38,  1.  966.     "  chacyej  forj? ;  "  ».  e,  hurry  along  with  them.     See  instances  in 

Stratmann. 
p.  38, 1.  966.     "  ri^dt :  "  for  rideih  ;  a  very  singular  form, 
p.  38,  1.  966.     '*  fal8ar3  :  *"  hand-bills,  in  the  French /att«art 

In  the  Chronicle  MS.  Bertrand  du  Guesclin  we  read  : — ^  D'espees  et  do 
fau$$ar»  ot  sur  lui  plus  de  cent^**  and  again — ^^  Gettent  dars  et  faitssarSf  moult 
en  vont  ociant.** 

John,  the  Monk  of  Mairemontier,  i.  HiaL  Oauf.  Due  Normand  says — **  Im- 
posita  est  capiti  ejus  cassis  multo  lapide  pretioso  relucens,  quae  talis  temperatursB 
erat,  ut  nullius  ensis  acumine  incidi  vel/a/«(/{car»yaleret''  Robert  de  Bourron, 
HUt,  Arthure  et  Merlin,  has,  ^*  Li  haubert  sunt  si  fort  et  si  tenant  qu*il  ne  puent 
maiWe  fausserJ*  Meyrick,  Antient  Armour, 
p.  38,  1.  969.  "  wel  thre  score  &  mo."  French  text,  "  plus  de  xlvi." 
p.  38,  I  971.  ''  wel  an  akers  leng]ye.**  I  know  of  no  other  instance  of  the  use 
of  the  word  acre  as  expressing  a  measure  of  distance.  See  notes  to  11.  2270 
and  3040.  A  somewhat  similar  expression  occurs  in  the  amusing  description 
of  the  fight  between  Rauf  Coil^ear  and  Magog,  the  Saracen,  where  the  latter 
strikes  the  former  so  hard  that — 

**  The  lenth  of  ane  rude  braid  he  gart  him  remufe." 

Ed.  Murray,  p.  30, 1.  864. 
The  expression  occurs  again,  1.  4699. 
p.  39,  1.  977.     **  su^J)en  y-set  alle  an  horce."     French  text : — 

*<  Sur  bons  chevaus  les  montent,  n'i  ot  onques  ronois." 
p.  39,  1.  984.     '*  At  aualyng  of  a  huUe ; "  i,  e,  at  the  descent  from  a  hill,  &c 

French  text : —     u  ^  I'avaler  d'un  tertre  ont  paiens  oonBivis." 
p.  39,  1.  988.     "  ^at  schon  so  siluer  bri^t ;  *'  that  shone  as  bright  as  silver. 
French  text — ^^  dont  li  poins  est  bumis.^ 

In  the  poems  of  Pulci  and  Boyardo  the  name  of  Roland's  celebrated  sword 
appears  as  Durindana  and  Durlindana,  The  possession  of  this  sword  was  so 
coveted  that  Qradasso,  a  powerful  Eastern  king,  invaded  France  with  160,000 
men,  in  order  to  secure  it  and  Rinaldo's  horse. 

We  find  this  sword  referred  to  in  the  Roman  de  Horn  (12th  Century),  MS. 
Harl.  527,  leaf  61,  back,  col.  2,  v.  40. 

"Unkes  miel^  ne  trenohat  Curtein  ne  DurendaV* 
One  of  the  earliest  authors  who  speaks  of  it  is  Rodulphus  Tortarius^  who  lived 
at  the  end  of  the  11th  century,  between  1096  and  1146  : — 

« Ingreditur  patrium  gressu  properante  cubiclum, 
Diripit  a  clavo  clamque  patris  gladium ; 
Rullandi  fuit  iste,  viri  virtute  potentis, 

Quem  patruus  magnus  Earolus  huic  dederat. 
Et  Rullandus  eo  semper  pugnare  Bolebat, 
Millia  pagan!  multa  necans  populi.** 
ffistoire  de  P Academic  Rityale  des  inscrijftiont,  &c.,  vol.  xxi.  4®.  p.  141. 
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All  the  celebrated  warriors  of  romance  appear  to  have  given  names  to  their 
swords :  thus  we  find  Charles*  own  sword  termed  Joieuse  (see  below,  1.  4683, 
Chanson  de  Roland^  ed.  M.  Michel,  st.  179, 11.  6,  13)  ;  Turpin's  Almaee  (ibid.  at. 
153,  1.  7);  Baligant's  MalUt  (ibid.  st.  227,  1.  15);  Richard  of  Normandy's 
EscaUdara  (Romance  of  Ogier  le  Danois,  ed.  Adenez) ;  Oliver's  HauUcUer ; 
Ogier's  Cortine^  and  others.  Ferumbras  in  the  French  version  has  three  swords, 
Plorance,  Baptisme,  and  Garbain. 

The  following  account  of  Durendal  is  from  Le  Premier  Livre  de  la  plaUanU  et 
delectable  histoire  de  Genleon  d'Angleterre,  by  E^tienne  de  Maisonneuf  ve  Borde- 
lois,  Paris,  1572,  8°.  leaf  47,  back : — "  Apres  cela  elle  (la  f<6e  Oziris)  tira  du  dit 
cabinet  vne  espee  large,  belle  et  bien  trenchante  au  possible,  le  fourreau  de  laquelle 
estoit  de  la  peau  d*un  grand  serpent,  qui  fut  oocis  par  Hercule  lors  qu'il  estoit 
encore  bien  jeune,  laquelle  estoit  si  proprement  mouchet^e  qo'encore  qu'elle  n*eust 
est^  gamie  et  conuerte  de  plusienrs  diamans,  rubis,  et  antres  piehres  precieuses, 
ay  ant  est^  mise  a  Topposite  du  Soleil,  elle  oust  rendu  plus  grand  lueur  et  clart^  que 

le  mesme  or s'appeloit  Duransardet  que  ledit  Nabot  auoit  conquise  sur 

le  merueilleuz  et  epouuantable  Geant  Scarafarab,  qui  estoit  de  la  race  d'Ancelade, 
vn  de  ceux  qui  voulant  jadis  raouter  au  ciel  furent  foudroye^  par  Jupiter."  In 
a  work  published  at  Paris  in  1555,  by  Pierre  Belon  du  Mans,  entitled. 
Observations  de  plusieurs  singularitez  et  choses  memorabiUs^  trouuSes  en  Grece^ 
Asie,  &c,,  Bk.  III.  chapt.  42,  leaf  204,  we  are  told  that,  ''La  grand  esp^e  de 
Roland  pend  encore  pour  I'heure  presente  k  la  porte  du  chasteau  de  Bourco. 
Les  Turcs  la  gardent  chore  com  me  quelquo  reliquaire ;  car  ils  penseut  que 
Roland  estoit  Turc,  au  moins  s'il  pent  estre  vray  ce  que  le  vulgaire  en  pense." 
In  the  French  Fierabras  Durendal  is  said  to  have  been  made  by  Munificans,  one 
of  three  brothers  who  forged  nine  celebrated  swords,  three  of  which  I  have 
already  mentioned  as  belonging  to  Ferumbras,  the  others  being  Mttsagine^ 
Courtain  (Ogier's)  Fhberge,  Hauteclere^  and  loieuse. 

Roland's  dying  address  to  his  sword,  in  which  he  fully  describes  it,  will  be 
found  in  the  Chanson  de  Roland^  ed.  Michel,  st  169,  p.  90  ;  and  in  Turpiu's 
Vita  Caroli  Magni,  Florence,  1822,  chapt.  xxiii.  pp.  66-7.  It  this  latter  work 
will  be  also  found,  p.  147,  a  long  and  interesting  account  of  an  ancient  sword 
corresponding  in  almost  every  particular  with  Durendal^  as  described  by  Roland 
himself. 

p.  39,  1.  996.  **  on  ys  yre,"  i  e.  on  his  ear.  The  form  ieare  occurs  in  the  Agenbiie 
of  Inwyt,  ed.  Morris,  211 ;  and  iare  in  An  English  Miscellany,  ed.  Morris, 
p.  36. 

p.  39,  1.  1000.  "prysouns,"  prisoners,  as  frequently  found  in  early  writers. 
Similarly  we  have  message^  for  a  messenger,  Chaucer,  Man  of  Lawe^s  Tale,  333. 
See  the  Story  of  Genesis  and  Exodus,  ed.  Morris,  1.  2044  ;  P.  Plowman,  C.  x, 
72  ;  xxi.  59,  &c. 

p.  39,  1.  1001.  **  with  rendouns ;  "  «.  e.  at  full  speed.  Cotgrave  gives,  "  Aller  a 
grand  randofi.  To  go  very  fast,  or  with  a  great  and  forced  pace."  So  in  Bevis 
of  Hampton,  p.  139,  "  He  rod  to  him  with  gret  randoun." 

p.  39,  1.  1003.  "  potte  an  aueuture  ;  "  risked,  ventured.  The  Catholicon  Anglicum^ 
E.  E.  T.  Soc,  ed.  Uerrtage,  gives  **  to  In  Awntyr.     In  evenlu  ponere.** 

p.  40,  1.  1034.     *^  sechyng  on  fe  playne."     French,  "  le  camp  ont  recerquid." 
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p.  40,  1.  1070.  In  the  French  text  it  is  Roland  and  Ogier  who  disarm 
Femmbras. 

p.  40,  1.  1071.  "sengle."  Apparently  the  meaning  is  undresied;  the  French 
text  reads — ^^  Li  rois  est  remens  sengles  on  bliaut  gironn^.** 

p.  40,  1.   1072.      Compare  1.   1942.      In  the    French   text   Ferunibras   is   tlius 
described —      u  q^^  f^  ^^  i^g  espaules,  grailles  par  le  baudr^ 
Bt  ample  ot  le  viaire,  gentement  figorl, 
Lee  ex  vairs  en  la  teste  comme  faucons  ma4** 

p.  41, 1.  1082.     "  an  arohebisschop.''     In  the  French  text — 
**  n  apela  Milon  et  Tarpin  Taloses, 
Deus  rioes  aroereeqaes  de  moult  grand  saintete. 

p.  42, 1.  1087.  It  was  the  custom  for  persons  converted  to  Christianity  to  change 
their  names. 

p.  42, 1.  1094.  "  taste  is  wounde,*"  i,  e.  examine  by  touch,  probe.     In  a  similar 
way  we  find  the  expression  "  to  fele  a  savour."     The  translator  has  literally 
rendered  the  French  original,  which  has — "  lis  soot  venus  au   roi,  les  flans 
li  ont  tastes."     Cotgrave  gives — "  Taster.    To  taste ;  or  take  an  essay  of ;  also 
to  handle,  feele,  touch,  or  grope  for."     The  same  expression  occurs  in  Horn 
Childe  and  Maiden  lUmnild  (pr.  in  Ritson's  Melr.  Bom,,  p.  309)  : — 
*'  The  maiden  tost  Homes  fcounde 
The  kiDges  doubter  in  that  stounde. 
See  also  P.  Plowman^  B.  xviii.  84.     Caxton*s  version  reads  "serchedcn  his 
woundes." 

p.  42,  1.  1104.  "atte  frome  :"  at  first.  The  expression  occurs  in  the  Owl  and 
Nightingale,  ed.  Stratmann,  1513.  Compare  also  the  Casiel  off  Loue,  ed. 
Weymouth,  695  :— 

"  Herkene^  now  for)?ere  atte  frome 
How  vr  Saueor  wolde  come  ;  " 
and  in  the  Anglo^axon  Gospel  of  St  John  i.  1, — "  Onfruman  waes  word,"  &c. 

p.  42,  1.  1109.  This  celebrated  bridge  is  thus  referred  to  in  Don  Quixote,  ed. 
Shelton,  1675  :  ^  See  what  wit  is  there  in  the  world  so  profound,  that  can  in- 
duce another  to  beleeve  that  the  History  of  Guy  of  Burgundie,  and  the  Princes 
Floripee  was  not  true  ?  Nor  that  of  Fierabras^  with  the  Bridg  of  Mantible, 
which  befell  in  Charlemaines  time,  and  is  I  swear,  as  true,  as  that  it  is  day  at 
this  instant  ?  And  if  it  be  a  Lie  so  must  it  be  also  that  ever  there  was  an 
Hector,  Achilles,  or  the  War  of  Troy  ;  The  twelve  Peeres  of  France,  or  King  Ar- 
thur of  Britaine,  who  goes  ^et  about  the  world  in  the  shape  of  a  Crow,  and  is 

euery  foote  expected  in  his  kingdome and  in  Eoncesuals  there  yet  hangs 

Rowlands  home,  which  is  as  big  as  a  very  great  joyst." — Lib.  I,  Part  iv, 
chapt.  xxii,  p.  130. 

p.  42, 1.  1112.     "  prisouns.*'     See  note  to  1.  883,  above. 

p.  42, 1.  1115.  **  Carful ; "  full  of  care,  wretched.  Compare  P.  Plowman,  C.  xiii. 
103,  and  see  Luke  xiv.  13,  and  I.  5221,  below. 

p.  42,  1.  1118.  "Amerel".  The  following  are  the  various  forms  under  which 
this  word  appears  in  the  romances.  In  Fierabras  we  have  Amirans  and  Ami" 
rant ;  in  the  Provencal  version,  Almiran;  in  the  Sowdone  Admyrall,  Amiral; 
io  Caxton  Admyral, 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


204  NOTES  TO  pp.  43 — 48,  U.  1146 — 1307. 

p.  43,  1.  1146.     "  ^es  moste  man ;  *'  this  the  tallest  man,  &c. 
p.  44,  I.  1159.     ^*  bro3t  of  lyaes  dawe  ; "  killed  :  a  common  expression.     Compare 
1.  1588: 

"  Mani  a  bold  bum  was  sone  brouit  of  dawe** 

WUliam  of  PaUme,  ed.  Skeat,  3817. 
ftnd  «  Mani  a  bold  bume  sone  hrouif  of  Hue" — ibid,  1159. 

p.  44,  1.  1176.     ^  no^t  for  ))at ; "  nevertheless.     Compare  the  modem  expression 

for  all  that     At  1.  6265  we  have  the  form  for — ^an. 
p.  44,  1.  1186.     **  stokkes  of  trow;"  in  wooden  stocks,  pillories.     French  text — 

'*  En  ma  cartre  profonde  en  esiroU  lee  met^s.** 
p.  45, 1.  1201.     *'  Sche  was  a  mayde   fair  &  swet.**      Floripas  is  described   as 

follows  in  the  French  text : — 

**  Moult  par  ot  gent  le  oors,  esoeyi  et  mol^, 
Le  car  ot  tenre  et  blanoe  comme  flours  en  eete^ 
La  face  vermellette  conmie  rose  de  pr6 
La  bouce  petitete,  et  li  dent  sont  ser^ 
Ki  plus  estoient  blanc  kUvoire  replant. 
Lea  levres  ot  grossetes,  dou  rouge  it  ot  ass^ 
Le  D^  ot  bien  s^nt,  le  front  bel  et  plane, 
Les  ex  vairs  et  rians  plus  d*un  faucon  mu6.*' 

p.  45, 1.  1206.  "  on  &  on ;  **  one  and  one,  that  is  of  this  one  and  that  one,  of 
everyone.     Compare  our  expression  '*  of  one  and  another,"  and  see  1.  1193. 

p.  45,  1.  1211.  "in  baile;"  in  custody,  confinement  ^* Bail,  A  wardship, 
tuition,  government."     Cotgrave.     See  Kyng  AUsaunder^  ed.  Weber,  7532,  &c. 

p.  46,  1.  1238.  "  preynte."  According  to  Prof,  Skeat  from  an  A.S.  verb  prinken^ 
to  wink,  of  which,  however,  we  find  but  slight  traces.  In  Halliwell  we  have 
"  PrinJcy  to  look  at,  gaze  upon.  West,**  The  word  occurs  in  P.  Plovnncm, 
B.  xiii.  112  :— 

)>anne  conscience  curteisliche .  a  contenaunce  he  made, 
And  preynte  vpon  pacience  .  to  preie  me  to  be  stille." 

It  occurs  again  in  the  present  poem,  11.  1365,  and  4507. 

p.  47,  1.  1264.  Note  the  change  in  the  tenses, 

p.  47, 1.  1270.  See  note  to  1.  753. 

p.  47,  1.  1284.  "  at  fy  paye  ;  **  at  thy  pleasure,  to  please  thee, 

p.  47,  1.  1289.  **  Doggedlich  ;  "  i.  e.  dogtelich^  doughtily,  valiantly, 

p.  47,  1.  1290.  "  helue."     See  1.  103 

p.  47,  1.  1291.  "by  hur  selue ;"  with  herself. 

p.  47,  1.  1294.  ''  Moult  vaut  miex  boins  taisirs  que  folement  parler.** 

p.  48, 1.  1304.  In  the  French  text — 

" '  Je  quit  c*a8  pucieles  sivis  moult  bien  juer, 
En  oambre  sons  cortine  baisier  et  acoler.* 
Dist  Quillemers  TEbcos  :  *  Biens  saves  deviner, 
Juqu'en  Jhemaalem  ne  trouveri&  son  per.'  ** 

Caxton's  version  has,  "  I  byleue  veryly  that  ye  can  wel  playe  with  maydens  of 
eage  in  somme  chaumbre  vnder  curteynes.  &  dysporte  you  in  loue :  I  trowe  ye 
knowe  how  and  what  manor." 
p.  48,  1.  1307.     In  the  French  text  Floripas  sends  Marmucet  (Maumecet)  not  for 
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a  sledge-hammer,  anvi],  Ac,  but  for  a  long  rope  with  which  she  palls  the  knights 
up  from  the  dungeon ;  and  so  in  Caxton's  version. 
p.  48,  1.  1311.     Compare  P.  Plowman,  C.  xiii.  117 — 

**  Eaery  man  help  o[>er,  for  hennes  shallel?  we  alle.*' 
p.  48,  1.  1316.     '*  ^eate.*'     This  pronunciation  .of  gate  still  survives  in  Devonshire. 
The  line  is  literally  translated  from  the  French — 

'*  Par  une  gaste  porta  de  viel  antequite." 
p.  48, 1.  1324 — 1331.     This  description  of  the  chamber  of  Floripas  differs  alto- 
gether from  that  in  the  French  text,  in  which  only  the  ceiling  is  described  as 
follows  : —  tt  X)eg||g  la  maistre  vaute  avoit  par  art  pos^ 

Le  ciel  et  les  estoiles,  et  y^er  et  est^ 
La  lune  et  11  solaus,  qui  nous  donne  clart^ 
Forers,  teres  et  puis,  i  est  tout  paintur^ 
Li  oisiel  et  les  bestes  et  11  serpent  crest^.'* 
The  author  then  tells  ns  that  the  chamber  was  built  by  king  Methuselah,  who 
he  assures  ns  Q*c€  dist  on  par  verU^)  died  of  grief  because  king  Naaman  desired 
to  have  it.     Surely  an  extraordinary  jumble  of  personagea     The  garden  is  then 
described,  amongst  the  plants  growing  in  which  is  the  Mandrake,  which  will 
cure  any  wound  or  disease. 

With  the  description  of  Floripas's  room  as  here  given  compare  that  in  Sir 
DegrevatUy  ed.  Halliwell,  11.  1425 — 1500  (where  amongst  the  wall-paintings  we 
find  one  of  "  Grete  Charlus  with  the  crounne  "),  and  the  following  from  Early 
English  Miscellanies,  Warton  Club,  1855,  ed.  Halliwell,  p.  4  : — 
"  The  towres  shal  be  of  every,  Clene  corven  by  and  by, 
The  dore  of  whallus  bone; 

The  oowpuls  alle  of  galyngalle,  The  bemus  alls  of  ryche  coralle, 
Byally  begone ; 

The  dosers  alle  of  oamsoa,  The  bankers  alle  of  tafifaca, 
The  quyssohyns  alle  of  velvet ; 

The  w3mdow8  alle  of  jasper  stone.  The  pelowrs  of  ooralle  everychone. 
With  joye  joyned  in  gete,**  &c. 
p.  48, 1.  1325.     So  in  /Sir  Guy, 

**  The  walls  therof  were  of  oristaU, 
And  the  sommers  of  corrall." 
p.  50,  L  1329.     Compare  La^aman,  24,598 ;  *'  mid  golde  bi-gon.** 
p.  50,  1.  1341.     '*  sente.**     Probably  sendal,  a  species  of  rich  thin  silken  stuff, 
highly  esteemed.     See  StruU,  II.  3  ;  Gfuy  of  Warwike,  p.  421,  &c.      Or  it  may 
mean  that  the  bedsteads  were  of  Sendal-ioood,     **  Sendal  Sandal,  sendail ;  Bois 
ronge  des  Indes.''     Roquefort, 
p.  50, 1.  1359.     "  Or  y  ha  told  \j  fader  fore  ; "  before  I  have  informed  thy  father. 

The /ore  appears  to  be  superflaons. 
p.  50, 1.  1360.     '*  chaunged  was  al  hure  blee."     In  the  French  text — 

"  si  a  le  sane  mu#  : 
Son  pere  moult  redoute  et  sa  grant  cruaut^' 
p.  50, 1.  1365.     "  preynte."   See  note  to  1.  1238. 
p.  50,  1.  1368.     "  hur  cast ;  *'  French,  sa  volente. 
p.  51,  1.  1370.     '*  \sX  olde  trate  ;  *"  that  old  woman.     An  expression  of  contempt. 
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Halliwell  curiously  enough  quotes  the  word  from  the  TowmUy  Mysteries,  p. 
150,  misspelling  it  crate,  and  corrects  Ritson  for  spelling  it  correctly.  (See 
Halliwell  $.v.  Crate.)  In  the  present  instance  the  first  letter  of  the  word  in  the 
MS.  is  certainly  more  like  c  than  /,  hut  these  are  letters  between  which  it  is  at 
times  almost  impossible  to  distinguish. 

p.  51,  1.  1386.  **  Sche  fet  him  a  drench."  In  the  French  text  Floripas  gives 
Oliver  a  small  bit  of  the  Mandrake  already  referred  to  as  growing  in  the  garden, 
but  the  effect  is  the  same. 

p.  51,  1.  1387.     "  sone  fas ; "  at  once.     See  Introduction,  p.  xxvii. 

p.  51,  1.  1388.  **  gropede ; "  felt.  So  Hampole,  PrkU  of  Qmscimce,  6566,  tells 
us  that  in  Hell  the  darkness  will  be  such  **  ))at  it  may  be  graped,  swa  thik 
it  es." 

p.  51, 1. 1391.  '*  taujte  ))at  sche  was  free ;  **  showed  that  she  had  learnt  politeness 
and  courtesy. 

p.  51,  1.  1407.     **  by  is  power  ;  **  according  to  his  power. 

p.  52, 1.  1450.  "  Myn  herte  me  3if|).*'  Compare  the  modem  expressbn — my 
heart  misgives  me. 

p.  52, 1.  1463.  ^'  to  don  him  sle  ther  ;*'  to  cause  him  to  be  slain  there.  See 
Introduction,  p.  xxiii. 

p.  54,  1.  1612.     "  Vij."     French  text  "  xv." 

p.  64,  1.  1525.  '*  Myne  amendes  make  ;  *'  that  is,  make  amends,  satisfaction  to 
me.  The  expression  occurs  several  times  in  the  present  poem.  Amendes  is 
singular,  as  in  Pecock's  Repressor  (Rolls  Series,  ed.  Babington,  p.  110),  where 
we  read,  "  a  sufficient  amendeSy^  and  in  the  Catholicon  Anglicum  we  have,  "  an 
Amendes.     Emenda,  emendacio,  correccio,^'     See  hereafter,  IL  1724,  1768.         • 

p.  54,  1.  1527.  *'  in  fee ;  *'  that  is  as  a  knight  held  his  land  from  his  sovereign, 
or  a  vassal  from  his  lord.  Spelman  defines  Fee  as  "  the  right  which  the  vassal 
has  in  land,  or  some  immoveable  thing  of  his  lord's,  to  use  the  same,  and  take 
the  profits  of  it  hereditarily,  rendering  to  his  lord  such  feudal  duties  and  ser- 
vices as  belong  to  military  tenure  ;  the  meer  propriety  of  the  soil  remaining 
always  vested  in  the  lord." 

p.  65,  ].  1579.     See  note  to  1.  197  above. 

p.  56, 1. 1680.     French  text  reads— 

'*  Tela  .X.  en  materoie  ains  soleii  escons^ ; 
Mais  envoie  jouster  .1.  legier  baceler, 
Car  trop  av^  oel  oief  et  canu  et  mell4." 

p.  56,  1.  1596.  *^  fe  hedes  on  fe  tre  by-lafte ; "  the  heads  remaining  on  the 
shafts. 

p.  66, 1.  1602.  ^  What  halt  it ;  "  of  what  use  is  it  to  make  a  long  story  of  it,  to 
delay  as  in  oar  tale  ? 

p.  67,  1.  1621.     "  requilled  hem  alle  ;  **  drove  together.     In  the  French  text : — 
«  Et  aquellent  Francois  environ  de  tous  lea." 
EequUled  represents  the  Latin  recolUgere  as  Aquellent  represents  accoUiqere. 
"  AqueilUr,     Associer.     AccolUgere,"  Roquefort 

p.  57, 1.  1633.  "  seuen  glotouns."  French — ^^  vii  gloutons."  We  have  already 
had  the  word  as  used  by  Charles  to  Roland  on  his  refusal  to  accept  Ferumbras' 
challenge  :  see  1.  164. 
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p.  67, 1.  1638.     "  Hare  wylo  mi3t  f  ow  now  wel  ^ylde ; "  thou   canst  now  well 

requite  their  treachery, 
p.  67,  1.  1639.     "  Al  quike  y  rede  fan  let  hem  hylde  ;  "  I  recommend  that  thou 

cause  them  to  be  skinned  alive, 
p.  68,  1.  1663.     *'  stent ;  "  for  zlandeih :  as  we  say,  How  matters  $tand.     See  1. 

2036. 
p.  68,  1.  1666.     "  Al  so  mot  y  waxe  ;  "  so  may  I  thrive,  prosper, 
p.  68,  1.  1667.     "  prensenty."     French  prtmenter, 
p.  68,  1.  1671.     "  vassalage  ;**    condnct  becoming   to   a   knight       "  Vasselage, 

vasselaige :  Courage,  valeur,  action  de  valeur,  action  coarageoase,  proaesse,  force 

de  corps."     Roquefort, 
p.  68,  I.  1672.     "  an  bed.**     In  the  French  text,  "  Cascans  saisi  .ii.  testes." 
p.  68,  1.  1674.     "  aferrom  ; "  far  off,  from  afar.     So  in  Morte  Arthure  (E.  E,  T. 

Soc,  ed.  Brock),  866  : — 

**  We  folowede  oferrome  moo  thene  fyfe  handrethe." 
p.  68, 1.  1678.     '*  Richard  ;  '*  in  the  French — Ogier  li  danois. 
p.  68,  1.  1680.     "  fef.*'     Sic  in  MS.     Read  J?e*.     Compare  1.  4316,  below, 
p.  68,  1.  1682.     **  Sixty  pers."     French  "  xxx.  ars." 
p.  68,  1.  1684.     French  text — 

<*  X  breteqaes  y  a,  chascune  sor  piler, 
Et  pent  bien  sur  cascune  .x.  chevaliers  ester.** 
p.  68,  1.  1687.     We  are  told  afterwards  in  the  French  text  that  the  river  was  12 

feet  deep,  and  the  lowest  pier  30  yards  high, 
p.  59,  1.  1700.     "  Who,  to  look  at,  seems  a  fiend.** 
p.  69, 1.  1701.     **  Hache."     French  "  mace." 
p.  69,  L  1705.     Compare  note  on  1.  1042. 
p.  69, 1.  1708.     "  ther  by-gynnef  Infer  hansel ; "  that  is — here  is  a  bad  beginning. 

Hansel  is  literally  "  the  first  money  taken  for  the  sale  of  any  commodity,  or 

taken  the  first  in  the  morning.** — Bailey, 
p.  69, 1.  1711.     '^  I  will  try  to  find  out  his  intentions,  and  delay  him  a  while,  till 

you  shall  all  have  passed  over.** 
p.  59,  1.  1716.     "  it  mi^te  be  dure  abojt."   French  text  reads : — "  Viels  tu  donner 

.1.  cop  pour  av.  recouvrer?  ** 
p.  60,  1.  1729.     It  is  singular  that  the  author  of  the  English  version  should  omit 

here  four  lines  in  which  Naymes  accounts  to  Alagolofure  for  the  heads  which 

each  knight  carries  at  his  saddle-bow,  a  point  on  which  the  Bridge- ward  would 

naturally  demand  an  explanation : 

*<  XV.  larrons  trouvames  U  val  emni  oes  pr^ 
81  nous  vaurent  tolir  no  destriers  sejoumls. 
Mais,  merci  Diu  de  glore,  1  Tout  cier  comper€ ; 
y^te  ioi  les  testes,  se  vous  ne  m*en  cr^^** 

which,  it  will  be  seen,  correspond  with  Roland*s  statement  to  the  Emir,  at  11. 

1683—1687. 
p.  60, 1.  1734.    "  It  is  not  easy  to  get.**    Literally  from  the  French,  "  n*e8t  legiem 

it  trouver." 
p.  60, 1.  1736.     "  an  hundred.*'     French,  «  vii«.*' 
p.  60,  1.  1739.     French  text  gives  :— 
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''  Et  .M.  palefrois  fora^  .M.  destriers  sejoum^, 
Et  du  pie  du  ceval  .M.  mars  d'or  esmer^ 
Aprds  d'or  et  d'argent  .iiii.  sonmiers  trouUa." 

p.  60,  ].  1741.     **  noma))  gome  ;  **  take  heed,  Dotice. 

**  Son  he  seide,  tak  good  gamef 
^yven  J>ou  hast  J>in  owne  dome." 

Cursor  Mundi,  ed.  Morris,  1.  7937. 

p.  60, 1.  1748.  "  hameys  ;  ^  baggage,  impedimenta.  The  author  follows  the  French 
text  literally : — "  Ci  vient  nostre  hamois."  "  Hamas,  Arinure  complete, 
omement ;  meables  et  ustensiles  de  manage ;  bagage,  outils ;  en  baa  lat. 
hamesium,^     Roquefort 

p.  60,  1.  1760.  "hertes  of  gresse;*'  fat  harts;  already,  1.  1619,  called  "hertes 
refet  at  al,**  Grease  or  greese  is  the  fat  of  a  hare,  boar,  wolf,  deer,  &c, ;  and 
the  season  for  killing  harts  and  bucks  was  called  grease-time^  because  they  were 
then  fattest     See  Morte  Arthure^  ed.  Brock,  1.  658  and  1101. 

p.  60, 1.  1773.  "  on  a  grene  erber."  In  the  French  text : — "  Siet  sous  eel  arbre 
T&m6J*  O.Pr.  herhier^  Lat  herbarium,  a  garden.  The  spelling  erher  occurs  in 
some  MSS.  of  P.  PUnrnnan,  B.  text,  xvL  16,  and  in  P.  Plowman's  Crede,  1.  166, 
we  find  the  plural  erberes.  The  word  was  afterwards  confounded  with  harbour 
(herberwe)y  and,  still  later,  was  misspelt  arbour  from  an  erroneous  idea  that  it 
was  connected  with  Lat  arbor,  a  tree.  See  Dr.  Murray's  note  on  Thomas  of 
ErciUoune  (E.  E.  T.  Soc),  1.  177. 

p.  60,  L  1793.  **  Boland.**  In  the  French  text  it  is  Naymes  who  speaks  first, 
but  the  words  and  actions  used  are  the  same,  and  are  certainly  more  appropriate 
to  the  reckless  Roland  than  to  the  quiet  Naymes. 

p.  60,  1.  1808.  "  By  ous  sente  he  ^e  to  sayn ; "  by  us  he  sent  the  message  to 
deliver  to  thee.  So  in  Lonelich*s  Holy  Grail,  ed.  Fumivall,  xiil  48,  "  And 
thus  the  sente  to  seyne  Ech  del ;  ^  and  xii.  187,  "  And  therefore  the  sente  to 
sein  be  me."     See  also  below,  p.  121,  !•  1866. 

p.  63,  1.  1841.  "his  amendee."  See  note  on  1.  1626,  and  compare  11.  1885 
and  4160. 

p.  63,  1.  1844.  '*  abust ; "  telleet ;  a  shortened  form  for  abeodest.  Wrongly 
explained  in  Halliwell. 

p.  63, 1.  1860.     **  Gil  qui  m'ocist  Corsuble  et  mon  oncle  Mautrie. 

p.  63,  L  1861.     See  note  to  1.  521. 

p.  64,  1.  1872.  **  ^ea,  trupt  I "  an  exclamation  of  contempt.  It  occurs  in  a  poem 
on  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  printed  in  Mr.  Wright's  Political  Songs  (Camden 
Society,  1839),  p.  223.  '' Tprot,  Scot,  for  thi  strifl"  on  which  the  Editor 
remarks — "  The  word  tprot  appears  to  be  a  mere  exclamation  of  contempt  In 
a  poem  on  *  The  Propertees  of  the  Shyres  of  Engelond,'  printed  by  Heame  in 
the  Introduction  to  the  fifth  volume  of  Lelandl's  Itinerary,  we  find  it  used,  as 
here,  against  the  Scots : — 

'  Northumhrelond  hasty  and  hoot ; 
Weetmerlond  tprut  Sootte.' 
In  Sir  Thomas  de  la  More*s  Chronicle,  it  is  applied  to  Ring  Edward  II  : — 
*  Tprut  I  Sire  King  !  *     It  seems  to  be  taken  from  the  French :  in  Jean  Bodel's 
Jcu  de  S.  Nicolas  (Thiatre  Francis  au  Moyen-Age,  ed.  MM.  Moumerqu^  and 
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Micbel)  it  is   put   into  the  moaths  of  the  common   gamblers  in  a  public- 
house  : — 

'  Tpranpt  /  tproupt  I  berons  hardiement : 
Ke  faisons  si  le  coo  emplat '  (p.  183). 
And  again,  immediately  after  (p.  184)  : — 

<  l]proiipt  I  tproupt  I  oil  que  soit  paas^,  Diex !  *  *' 
It  seems  to  be  a  word  coined  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  visibly  the  sound 
made  with  the  lips  in  uttering  an  ejaculation  of  contempt, 
p.  64, 1.  1890.     I  cannot  explain  this  line. 

p.  64, 1.  1893.     "  how  he  let  his  lif ;  '*  how  he  spends  {ledeth)  his  life, 
p.  64,  11.  1895—1898.     Are  additions  of  the  English  translator, 
p.  65,  1.  1907.     "  fis  day  3at  or  none.'*     Fr.  **  ains  Teure  de  compile,"  wliich  is  a 

very  dififerent  thing,  bring  the  time  for  the  last  prayers  of  the  day. 
p.  65, 1.  1913.     "  wijjoute  more  distaunce ; "  without  any  further  contest." 
p.  66,  1.  1942.     "  sengle."     Compare  1.  1071 :  French  text ; — 
**  En  la  pure  cemise  soit  11  tiens  cors  rem^ 
8or  ton  col  une  selle  d'un  destrier  sejoume.'* 
p.  66,  1.  1953.     **  lete  don  of  dawe  ; "  caused  to  be  put  to  death.     Compare  1.  1159, 
p.  67,  1.  1976.     Note  the  two  forms  "  heo  "  and  "  sche  "  in  this  line. 
p.  67,  1.  1992.     **  let  hewen  hem  flesch  &  bon."     French  text : — 
**  Or  leur  faites  les  pils  et  les  menbres  oauper, 
£t  ardoir  en  .1.  fu  par  dehors  la  cite." 
p.  67, 1.  2007.     **  a-sotid."     French  text,  aswU. 
p.  68,  1.  2008.     *'  duke  Myloun."     French  text :— . 

"  Du  rice  duo  Milon  vous  devroit  ramenbrer, 
Qui  tant  nori  Girart,  qn*il  ot  fait  adouber ; 
Puis  11  tolli  8a  fiUe,  Galiene  au  vis  cler, 
L'en&nt  Garsilium  en  fist  desireter." 
p.  68, 1.  2016.     "  J>ow  gadelyng  horesone."     French  text : — 
**  Fils  ^  putaiu,  fait  elle,  lecierres  parjur^*' 
p.  68, 1  2019.     "  y  wol  J?e  teche,"  Ac.     French  text : — 
*<  Je  te  donroie  ja  tel  de  mon  puing  ou  n^ 
Que  trte  parmi  la  goule  te  sauroit  li  sans  olers.*' 
p.  68, 1.  2021.     "prysouns."     See  note  on  1.  883. 
p.  68,  1.  2027.     The  rime  requires  that  we  should  read  *^  bet  schitte  the  doro 

fa$U,^*    The  line  is  written  over  another  erased. 
p.  68, 1.  2032.     "  aspye ;  '*  enquire, 
p.  68,  1.  2034.     "may  him  gayme;**  that  may  amuse  him.     Lines  2031  to  2036 

are  an  addition  of  the  English  translator.         ^ 
p.  68, 1.  2035.     "  stent."     See  note  to  1.  1653. 
p.  68,  1.  2036.     '*  do^opers.**     It  is  strange  that  here  tlie  author  should  spell  this 

word  correctly,  while  elsewhere  we  find  **  doj^j^opers.**     See  note  to  1.  197. 
p.  69, 1.  2053.     "  ))ou  madest  an  hard  vyage."     French  text : — 

*'  He  Diex  1  dist  Floripas,  or  est  Earles  ir^s." 
p.  69,  L  2059.     **  Corsible  of  Mantrie."     In  the  French  version  these  two  names 
appear  as  representing  two  distinct  persons : — 
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210  NOTES  TO  pp.  69—74,  11.  2066— 22S2. 

**  Tu  m'ooesis  Ooreuble  et  mon  onole  Matrie,"  aa  in  1,  I860, 
p.  69,  1.  2065.     "  Roland  my  name  is  callid  ri3t."     French  text : — 

"  Fix  sui  Milon  d'Bngler, 
Et  si  ai  nom  Bollans,  ensi  Bid  apel^.*' 
p.  69,  1.  2076.     "  Wan  fat  my  fader,"  &c.     Compare  before,  11.  1412—1425. 
p.  70,  1.  2085.     "  his;  **  probably  an  error  for  «  he." 
p.  70,  1.  2092.     "  vi.  fet"     French  text,  "  deus  iiij  pies  merar^a." 
p.  71,  1.  2140.     *»  fus  wyle  ;  "  the  while,  while, 
p.  71,  1.  2142,     " a  wykkeder  man,"  &c.     French  text: — "N'ot  tant  felon  paien 

ju8c*i  la  rouge  mer." 
p.  72,  1.  2174.     ^*  he  pat  him  selnen  on  a  cas  ;  "  he  risked  himself  in  an  situation, 

from  which  he  met  with  trouble, 
p.  73,  1.  2187.     "  hefenis ; "  heathendom,  1.  121,  "  hefeniaie." 
p.  73,  1.  2191.     "  Lyues  ;**  the  genitive  sing,  of  the  noun  used  adverbially.    So  in 
Ancren  Riwle,  p.  390 :  "  Nn,  ))eonne,  biseche  idi  )>e  .  .  .  .  )>et  tu  lanie  me  efter 
j>en  iike  dead  dea^e,  Hwon  ))ou  noldes  lines ;*^  and  Havelok^  ed.  Skeat^  509  :  "  Y 
if  y  late  him  Hues  go."     Compare  1.  2483. 
p.  73,  1.  2207.     "  olde  cherld."     French  text,  viellars. 
p.  73,  1.  2211.     ^'  barons  in  fee ;"  barons  holding  their  land  direct  from  the  king. 

See  note  to  1. 1527. 
p.  74, 1.  2221*     "  to  ryuere ;  "  go  hawking  at  the  river-aide  affcer  water-fowl.     So 
in  the  Life  of  St  Alexius  (E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Fumivall,  1878,  p.  65)  we  read  how 
the  Saint  was  set  a  tq  lemen  chiuaWe, 

Of  hunting  &  of  Ryuere 
Of  cheese  pleieng  k  of  tablere." 
p.  74,  1.  2224.     "  pleyef  to  ])e  eschekkere ; "  play  at  chess  or  at  tables  (back 
gammon).     See  an  account  of  the  old  game  of  chess  in  the  notes  to  the  Cftsta 
Bomanorum,  chapt.  xxi.  p.  70. 
p.  74,  1.  2225.     "  iew-de-dame  ;  "  draughts.     "  Dames.    The  play  on  the  outside 
of  a  pair  of  Tables,  called  draughts."      Cotgrave.      See  Strutt,,  Sports  and 
PastimeSj  1810,  p.  278,  and  Jamieson,  s,  v.  Dams, 
p.  74,  1.  2227.     ^*  sckyrme  alay."     I  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  these  words ; 

most  probably  there  is  some  error  in  the  text, 
p.  74,  1.  2229.     "  All  these  are  not  woilh  a  straw." 

p.  74,  2232.     "  cliymenay  ;  "  hearth,  fireplace.     This  was  the  original  meaning  of 
the  word  from  Lat.  camintis.     So  in  Sir  Degrevant^  ed.  Halliweil,  1.  1375— 

"  Damesel,  loke  ther  be  A  flfujrre  in  the  chpmene,^ 
See  Prof.  Skeat's  note  to  P.  Plowman^  B.  x.  94. 

Compare  also  the  corresponding  passage  in  the  Sotodone  of  Babyloyne  .*-— 
"  To  the  Chymneye  forth  he  goth 
And  caught  a  bronde  him  withe  to  smyte  **  (1.  20p9). 
But  in  the  same  poem,  1.  2351,  the  word  appears  to  bear  the  modem  meaning, 
for  we  are  told  that  Mapyne  the  thief, — 

**  Even  in  to  Floripas  boure,  By  a  chemney  he  wente  inne." 
This  is  a  very  early  instance  of  this  use,  as  chimnies  in  the  present  sense  of  the 
word  were  not  common  before  the  time  of  Elizabeth. 
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p.  74,  1.  2240.  '^  with  oate  ^ede,*'  Ac.  This  seems  to  mean  tliat  Najmes  moved 
BO  that  Lucifer  was  between  him  and  the  fire,  which  is  corroborated  by  the  fact 
that  when  Naymes  strikes  the  Saracen,  the  latter  falls  "  doun  amjdde  )>e 
fyre." 

p.  74, 1  2242.  "  onde."  IceL  dnd,  ondi,  breath.  "  An  Ande;  aneUtus.*^  Caih. 
Anglicum,     See  Prompt.  Parv,  e.  v.  Chide, 

p.  74,  I.  2244.  *'  iachoun.*'  **  A  faulchion :  peiiiaps  the  aword  was  first  so  called 
when  the  inner  edge  was  sharpened,  in  resemblance  of  the  hand-bill,  and  after- 
wards the  name  was  applied  generally  to  any  sword.  The  Statata  Ecclesiss 
Agnensis  say  : — StattUum  ftUt  quod  nulltts  coHorUcus,  mullus  clericuB  portare 
audeat  cultellum  armorum,  falchionem  pennatam,  elavam  ensem,  aui  alia  arma,^* 
See  Meyrick's  AnHent  Armour,  1824,  ill.  Glossary. 

p.  74,  1.  2253.     **  faire  hure  falle  pal  ilke  bond  :  "  fair  befall  it,  that  hand. 

p.  75,  I  2256.  "let  hym  enchaufye  ynne."  French  text : — " or  le  laisi^  caofer." 
In  the  Sowdone  of  Bahyloyne,  Naymes,  we  are  told,  **  With  a  fyre-forke  he  helde 
him  doaue,''  while  Floripas  "  bade  him  warme  him  wele ''  (I  2018). 

p.  76,  1.  2291.     "  Coudryn."     French  text,  Cordro^. 

p.  76,  1.  2303.     "  an  hundred."     French  text,  "  M." 

p.  77,  1.  2336.  "  ]7at  so  on  \q  fenne,**  &o. ;  that  was  so  covered  with  mud.  On 
bjf-gan  see  note  to  1.  1329. 

p.  77, 1.  2342.  "  aire  most ;  **  most  of  all.  Alreisihe  genitive  pi.  of  the  adjective, 
which  we  find  under  the  various  forms,  nlre,  oiler,  alder,  aldre,  alther.  See 
numerous  examples  in  Stratmann  and  Halliwell.  Aldre  occurs  in  the  present 
poem  at  1.  2541,  p.  83. 

p.  78,  1.  2376.     "  to  jer."     French  text,  jusque  k  viii.  ana 

p.  78, 1.  2377.     "  vj.  raylen."     French  text,  iv  lieues. 

p.  79, 1.  2392.     "  an  hundred  pound."     French  text,  une  grant  caret^e. 

p.  79, 1. 2399.     "  myster ; "  craft,  skill ;  1.  2425,  "  maysOries." 

p.  79,  1.  2413.     «  attended  ;  "  lights.     French  text  :— 

"  Une  chandelle  a  prinse,  au  fu  I'a  alum6e.'' 
"  }»at  he  of  ))e  holi  gost  so  ure  heorte  xUende,^*     An  £kkrly  Eng,  MUeellany,  ed. 
Morris,  p.  52.     A.S.  ontendan, 

p.  79,  1.  2421.  "  druwerye  ;"  sweetheart,  betrothed.  In  Arthour  and  MerUn,  p. 
312,  the  Virgin  is  styled  "  Cristes  drurie."  O.Frenoli,  drurie,  druerie,  love, 
passion,  from  drut,  a  lover ;  O.H.  Ger.  (Hit,  Qer.  trout,  dear.  See  Rime  of  Sir 
Thopas,  2085.     **  ^  3ute  ; "  compare  our  expression,  all  the  while,  and  see  1. 2140. 

p.  80, 1.  2429.     "  whit  as  wales  bone  ;  **  that  is,  as  white  as  ivory  (the  bone  or 
tooth  of  the  walrus).     So  in  Sir  Eglomow,  ed.  HalliweU,  801, — 
**  A  man-ohylde  had  Orystyabelle^ 
As  whyte  as  whallys  boon." 
The  expression  is  not  uncommon  in  the  old  poets  ;  thus  in  the  Squyr  of  Lowe 
Degre,  1.  537,  we  find — 

**  Lady,  as  whyte  as  whales  bone, 
There  are  thyrty  agaynsi  me  one  ;  *' 
Compare  also  Love^e  Labour  Lo$t,  v,  2  : — 

**  This  is  the  flower  that  smiles  on  every  one, 
To  show  his  teeth  as  white  as  whales  bone.*' 
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See  also  the  description  of  the  house  in  Early  Eng.  MiscellanU$,  ed.  Halli- 
well,  from  the  Porkington  MS.  (Warton  Club,  1855),  p.  4,  L  8,  where  we  are 
told  that — 

**  The  towres  shal  be  of  every 
Clene  oorven  by  and  by, 
The  dore  of  whallos  bone." 
p.  81, 1.  2475.     "  wan  ))e  soune  hure  schon."     See  note  to  1.  433. 
p.  81,  1.  2483.     "  lyues  man.**     See  above,  1.  2191. 

p.  82, 1.  2524.  **  clynge  &  drie  ;  **  pine  away  through  thirst  So  in  P.  Plowman^ 
B.  xiv.  50  :  "  whan  J>ou  clomsest  for  colde,  or  clyngest  for  drye  /  "  and  Metrical 
ffomilies,  ed.  Small,  p.  88  : — 

"  For  pal  and  clungen  was  his  chek, 
His  skin  was  Idungen  to  )>e  bane.** 
Hampole,  in  describing  the  signs  of  man's  approaching  death,  says— 
'*  His  pouoe  ee  stllle,  with-outen  styringes, 
His  fete  waxes  calde,  his  bely  clynget," 

Pricks  of  Qmtcienee,  822. 
Shakspere,  Macbeth,  v.  5,  40,  has  "  Till  famine  cling  thee,"  ».  e.  pine,  shrivel 
thee  up. 
p.  83,  1.  2534.     "  maumerye."     From  the  false  idea  th'at  the  Mahometans  were 
idolaters — a  belief  very  general   in  the  middle  ages — arose  the  O.French 
mahommet,  an  idol ;  mahumeriey  idolatry,  or  an   idolatrous  temple,  as   here. 
Chaucer,  Persone^  Tale  (De  Avaritia),  says  : — ^*'  an  idolastre  peraventure  ne  hath 
not  but  o  maumet  or  two,  and  the  avaricious  man  hath  many ;  for  certes,  eveiy 
florein  in  his  cofire  is  his  maumeV^    See  Mawmet  in  Wedgwood's  Etymological 
Dictionary, 
p.  83, 1.  2538.     "  Sir  Temagan,"  &c.     French  text : — 
**  lit  estoit  Tervagans,  et  Apolins  lev^ 
Et  Margos,  et  Jupins,  et  des  autres  ass^** 

p.  83, 1.  2541.     <*  aldre.**     See  above,  1.  2342. 

p.  83,  1.  2543.     "  y-poudred  ; "  interspersed.     **  A  garment  pondered  witli  purple 

studdes."  Holly  band's  Diet,  1593. 
p.  83, 1.  2558.  *^  ]7at  god  schold  ben  on  apayd ;  '*  that  God  should  be  pleased  with, 
p.  84,  1.  2603.  **  our  purchase  for  to  make.**  Fr.  pourcha8ser,  to  hunt  after, 
chase ;  thence,  to  catch,  seize,  rob  ;  thence,  to  obtain  generally ;  and  finally, 
to  acquire  in  exchange  for  money.  In  old  writers  the  word  had  the  meaning 
of  acquiring  in  any  way,  whether  by  force  or  not.  We  see  it  in  its  transition 
state  in  Shakspere,  Henry  F,  iii.  2 : — **  They  will  steal  anything  and  call  it 
purcJiase,^  Spenser  uses  the  word  in  its  original  sense.  Faery  QuecMf  I.  iii 
16:— 

**  On  his  backe  a  heavy  load  he  bare 
Of  nightly  stelths,  and  pillage  several!, 
Which  he  had  got  abroad  by  purchase  criminall." 
p.  84, 1.  2614.     The  cuirass  called  broigne.    The  word  occurs  in  documents  of  the 
time  of  Charlemagne.      The  Anglo-Saxons  termed  it  hyme  and  byman;  the 
Normans  broigne.     Thus  the  Roman  de  Oarin : — 

**  L'escu  li  perce,  s'a  la  broigne  faufls^" 
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Again : — 

**  En  son  dos  Test  one  hroigne  trestioe." 
In  Le  Roman  de  Eon  : — 

**  Des  haabers  et  des  braignei  mainte  male  fauss^e." 
And  the  Roman  de  Roncevaux  : — 

"  La  veist-on  tante  hroigne  etaiTr^e.'' 

From  Meyrick*8  Antient  Armour^  1824. 

The  Brynye  was  of  mail,  as  appears  from  King  Horn,  2740 : — ^''  Of  his  brinie 

^  *  "And  caste  a  brinie  up-on  his  rig." 

Jlavelok,  ed.  Skeat,  177.' 
p.  85, 1.  2623.     "  her  schal  leue  ; "  shall  remain  here.     So  in  P.  Plowman,  A.  iii. 

190  :  "  ))er  I  lafte  wi^  my  lord,"  and  Gesta  Romanorum^  ed.  Herrtage,  p.  401, 

"  he  lefie  still  alone  in  the  kyrke.** 
p.  86, 1.  2629.     "  our  on  ;  "  one  of  us.     Compare  "  hure  bofen,"  1.  677,  and  the 

note, 
p.  86,  1.  2647.     ^  Hitoun."     A  kind  of  mixed  metal,  resembling  brass  both   in 

nature  and  colour.     "We  find  it  used  for  helmets  (Rime  of  Sir  ThopaSy  2067)  ; 

sepulchral  monuments  (Way  in  Prompt,) ;  spoons  (Nares,  Glossary) ;  lavers 

(P.  Plowman's  Orede,  196),  Ac. 
p.  86,  1.  2648.     "  bias  ;  "  blast     So  in  the  Ancren  Riwle^  p.  82,  we  have  "  f  es 

deofles  hle$,^  and  in  An  Early  English  Miscellany  (E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Morris),  p. 

93  :  "  windes  bles.'' 
p.  86, 1.  2664.     "  bofe  bok  &  bil."     French  text,  "  les  flans  et  les  cost^s."     Here 

the  meaning  appears  to  be,  **  back  &  front'* 
p.  87,  1.  2684.     **  forsake  he  ^ys  myster ; "  let  him  give  up  this  profession  (of  a 

soldier). 
p.  87,  1.  2692.     *'  xxiiij  of  faire  somers."     Fench  text,  "  ix  soumiers.** 
p.  87, 1.  2696.     "  capouns."     French  text,  "  boins  paons  lard^s." 
p.  87,  1.  2706.     "  XXX.  pousant"     French  text,  **  plus  de  xx".  arm^s." 
p.  88, 1.  2719.     **  fat  art"    The  change  of  person  is  curious, 
p.  88, 1.  2728.     "  dartes  y-fefered  wif  bras.**     Compare  1.  966. 
p.  89, 1.  2762.     "  wel-a-Fyn ; "  well,  perfectly,  to  good  purpose.     Compare  Tusser, 

Five  Hundred  Points  (E.  Dial.  Soc.,  1878),  p.  210,  1.  6. 
p.  89,  1.  2763.     "  J)ou   syngest   an   ydel   songe."      French   text,  "  pour   noient 

regret^s." 
p.  89, 1.  2762.     "  Hete  ; "  time, 
p.  89, 1.  2770.     *'  an  aker  leng]7e."    See  note  to  1.  971.     French  text,  *'  plus  d'une 

grant  ru^e."     Compare  1.  3(H0. 
p.  90,  1.  2782.     "  agon  ys  al  myn  hi^t ;  "  all  my  promised  pleasure, 
p.  90,  1.  2784.     ''  Hit  ne  may  beo  no  consail ; "  there  can  be  no  concealment 

about  it. 
p.  90, 1,  2792.     **  pe  pridde  day."     French  text,  "  Je  rendrai  ceste  tour  ains 

domains  rajorn^e." 
p.  90,  1.  2804.     '*  tomorwe  or  nijt  ))at  fe  cok  hym  graide  ;  *"  before  the  cock  crows 

to-morrow  night     French  text,  "  demaiu  aius  I'avespr^e."     "  Avesprer,  To 

drawe  towards  evening  to  growe  neare  night"     Cotgrave. 
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214  *OTES  TO   pp.  90 — 96,  U.  2808 — 2976. 

p.  90, 1.  2808.     "  J)at  we  ete  ;  ^  since  we  have  eaten. 

p.  91, 1.  2822.     "  teynt.'*     French  text,  "  il  est  estains  et  pailes." 

p.  91,  1.  2832.  "  Hit  is  twel  month  and  more  apaste.^  French  text,  **  plus  de 
V.  mois."  From  this  line  and  11.  304-5  it  wonld  appear  that  Charlemagne's 
stay  in  Spain  extended  over  four  years,  but  the  Song  of  Roland  states  that  he 
was  in  Spain  seven  years,^  while  in  Ohtel  this  is  still  further  increased  to 
twentynseven  years.*  See  OHnelj  Chanson  de  Oeste,  ed.  MM.  Gaessard  and 
Michelant,  pp.  vi,  vii,  and  Gaston  Paris,  Histoire  PoSHque,  p.  268. 

p.  91, 1.  2829.     "  he  is  myn  vncle  ri3t.'*     French  text  adds  :— 
"  Et  filfl  d'une  des  filles  au  duo  Millon  d'Aingler.'* 

p.  91,  1.  2830.  "  Cosyn  .  .  Germayn."  "  GhrmanuSy  de  eodem  genuine  vel  eadem 
genetrice  manantes." — Dulange.  ^  Oermain.  Germaine :  come  of  the  same 
stock,  bred  of  the  same  kind,  neare  of  kinne,  of  all-one  race."  Cotgrave.  **  For 
certis  ye  ne  han  no  child  but  a  doughter,  ne  ye  han  no  brethere  ne  cosines 
germains"     Chancery  Tale  of  Melibeus. 

p.  91, 1.  2834.  "  mored ; "  rooted,  fixed.  A.S.  more,  a  root,  which  occurs  in  P. 
Plowman,  G.  xvii.  250 ;  xviii.  21  ;  xxii.  340.  See  Legends  of  the  Holy  Rood, 
E.  E.  T.  Soc,  ed.  Morris,  p.  28. 

p.  92,  1.  2854.  And  yet  we  are  not  told  that  he  had  been  freed  from  the  bonds 
with  which  he  had  been  "  harde  &  uaste  y-bounde.'* 

p.  92, 1.  2860.  ''  dede  hym  kulle."  We  cannot  take  kulU  here  literally,  but  as 
meaning  "  tried  to  kill."  Caxton's  reading  is — "  they  al  to-bete  hym  in  suche 
wyse  that  he  knewe  not  where  he  was." 

p.  92,  1.  2872.     "  wyf-oute  any  where  ;  "  without  any  doubt. 

p.  93,  1.  2919.     "  amounty  ;  "  amount  to,  signify. 

p.  94, 1.  2946.     *'  euene  him  selue  ;  "  equally  with  himself.     So  in  P.  Plowman^ 

B.  xvii.  134  : — 

"  I  bote  |>at  |>ow  louye 

Thyn  euene  orystene  euermore,  euene  forth  with  >)i-8elf." 

and  Chaucer,  Knightes  Tale,  2235  :  "  emforth  (=  even  forth)  my  might."    See 

also  King  Solomon's  Book  of  Wisdom,  E.  E.  T.  Soc,  ed.  Fumivall,  p.  83, 1.  33. 

p.  95,  1.  2963.     **  blessede  ;  '*  made  the  sign  of  the  cross.     See  1.  256. 

p.  95,  1.  2969.     **  douce  France."     The  Editor  of  the  Roxburghe  Club  edition  of 

the  Sowdone  of  Bahyloyne  makes  a  curious  suggestion  arising  from  the  epithet 

here  applied  to  France.     After  remarking  on  the  fact  that  sixteen,  if  not  more, 

are  enumerated  as  amongst  the  ^  dou^epairs,"  he  says  : — **  a  reference  to  1.  170 

will  show  that  the  epithet  dowse  is  applied  to  France :  it  may,  therefore,  have 

been  given  to  the  twelve  peers,  much  in  the  sense  of  gentle  in  the  English 

word  gentleman,  homo  gentilis.'*     Introduction,  p.  vi. 

p.  95, 1.  2976.     "  polte."     So  in  Robert  of  Gloucester,  479,  7,  "  Hii  pulte  hem  vorj) 

bivore  f  e  oJ)ere,'^  and  in  La^amon,  I.  321,  1.  7527  : — "  And  Nemnius  pulte  vp 

his  scelde." 

'  **  Set  anz  pleins  que  en  espaigne  venlmes : 

Jo  voB  cunquis  e  Noples  e  Commibles, 

Pris  ai  Valteme  e  la  terre  de  Pine 

E  Balasgued  e  Tuele  e  Sezilie." — ed.  Michel,  p,  8,  sU  xiv. 

•  And  80  in  Gui  de  Bourgogne,  1.  69  :-^ 

*'  n  a  .xxvii.  ans  qu'en  Espaigne  venismes." 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  96 — 101,  IL  2986 — 8170.  215 

p.  96, 1  2986.     •*  Har  brede  was  y-bake."     Compare  1.  677. 

p.  96, 1.  3019.  "  loude  &  stille.'*  One  of  those  proverbial  phrases,  with  the 
meaniDg  of  ^'  in  every  way,  at  all  times,**  which  so  frequently  occur  in  the  old 
poeta  Compare  "oft and lome;"  "hard  A  neychs"  (1.  6187)  ;  "high  and  low;" 
"  fer  and  hende ;  **  *<  al  and  some  ; "  "  late  and  rathe  ; "  &c. 

p.  %,  1.  3020.  "  schille  ;"  shrilly,  londly.  Not  a  mistake  for  schrille^  as  might 
be  thoQght,  bat  the  tme  form  of  the  word,  from  A.S.  scyll.  It  occurs  not  in- 
frequently ;  see,  for  instance,  William  of  Paleme,  11  37,  213  ;  Sir  Eglamour, 
300,  Ac. 

p.  96,  L  3021.  "  onr  men."  The  pronoun  here  comes  in  curiously,  this  being 
the  only  instance  in  which  the  author  identifies  himself  with  either  side. 

p.  97, 1.  3037.  "  be-vapid."  This  may  either  be  the  same  word  as  by -f raped y  1. 
2987,  or,  as  Prof.  Skeat  suggests,  it  may  =  be-wappid,  thoroughly  whopped  or 
beaten.  See  Halliwell,  «.  v.  Wap.  Halliwell  also  gives  "  Waped,  stupified 
(A.S.),"  but  I  cannot  find  the  word  in  Stratmann,  though  Bosworth  has 
"  Wapian^  to  waver,  to  be  astonished." 

p.  97,  L  3039.  "  hymme."  Sic  in  MS.  We  should  doubtless  read  hymen,  the 
mark  of  contraction  being  misplaced. 

p.  97,  1.  3040.  "More  ))an  a  bo^e-drajte  ; "  French  text,  "plus  d'un  arpent  de 
tere,"  which  we  have  literally  translated  in  11.  971  and  2770, 

p.  97,  1.  3063.     "  Roland."     In  the  French  text  "  Guy." 

p.  98, 1.  3061.  "  oun^ank  habbe  bat  spare ; "  shame  to  him  who  keeps  back, 
spares  himsell     French  text,  '*  dehait  ait  cui  en  caut" 

p.  98,  1.  3063 — 3176.     An  addition  of  the  English  translator. 

p.  98,  1.  3072.  "  is  takyngge  ])anne  abo3te ;  "  sufiered  for  having  captured  him 
(Guy). 

p.  98,  1.  3083.  **  in  J)y  donger."  French  text,  "  en  vo  dangier."  Here  we  have 
the  original  meaning  of  dcmger,  i.  e.  jurisdiction,  the  power  which  a  feudal 
lord  possessed  over  his  vassals.  **  Dawnger :  domigemm,  regnumy  Calh, 
Anglicum.     Chaucer  says  of  the  Sompnour, — 

^'  In  ddunger  hadde  he  at  his  owne  gise 
The  3onge  gurles  of  the  dioolse." — Prol.  C.  T.  663. 

See' further  illustrations  in  my  note  to  the  word  in  the  CathoUcon  Anglicum. 
p.  99,  1.  3126.     '*  duden  hem  for  to  gone ; "  set  themselves  to  get  away. 
p.  99, 1.  3131.  "y-vewdid;"  voided,  cleared.  "  Vuider.  To  void,  evacuate,  emptic,'* 

Ac      Cotgrave.      The  original   prose    Fierabras    reads   "  qil^   vuidereut    la 

place,"  and  Caxton,  "  made  them  to  voyde  the  place." 
p.  100,  1.  3136.     "  Two  A  J)yrty  grete  somers."     French  text,  "  xv  soumiers." 
p.  100,  L  3166.     "  iomee  ; "  a  day's  work. 
p.  100, 1.  3167.     "  mon]>e8  three."     French  text,   "  Enlresi  c'k  .ii.  mois  n'aront 

mais  povret^." 
p.  101,  1.  3170.     "  Barbygan  ;  "  rampart.     "  Barbican  by-fore  a  castelle.     Ante- 

murale,^*     Prompt,  Parv,     See  Dr.  Weymouth's  note  «.  t?.  in  Glossary  to  the 

CmtAl  off  Lorn, 
p.  101,  1.  3170.     "  J)y  castel  of  tre."     French  text,  beffroi.    In  the  Caih,  AngUcun 

we  have  *•  A  Barsepay  (Barfray);  fustibulum^  on  which  see  my  note. 
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216  NOTES  TO  pp.  101 — 106,  11.  3184 — 8810. 

p.  101,  1.  3184.     "  of  al  france  \>&y  berej)  fat  flour."     French  text,  «  La  flora  i  est 

de  Francbe,  tout  le  plus  alos^.'* 
p.  101,  1.  3190.     French  text— 

'*  .1.  viellart,  .i.  oenu  de  moult  grant  cruant^, 
Qui  plus  de  .M.  hommes  mordris  et  estranl^A. 
En  la  forest  d'Ardane,  oil  il  a  oonyers^.'' 

p.  101,  1.  3194.     '*  chel ; "  perhaps  for  chol,  jaw.     The  French  text  has  cief, 

p.  102, 1.  3202.    "  By  cure ; "  on  what  is  oura  they  live.   French  text,  "  Et  vivent 

tout  du  nostre.** 
p.  102,  1.  3222.     "  hefenene."     A  relic  of  the  old  genitive  plaral  ending  in  -ene  : 

so  in  P.  PUnmnan  we  have  kingenen,  of  kings, 
p.  102,  1.  3227.     In  the  French  text  the  engineer  is  named  Mahon. 
p.  102,  1.  3228.     "Foule  verde  with  \>e  tour;"  it  fared  ill  with  those  in  the 

tower, 
p.  102, 1.  3233.     »*  armedem  in  syker  wede.**     French  text : — 

'*  Cascune  avoit  vestu  .i.  hauberc  fremlllon, 
Et  laoi6  en  son  oief  .i.  vert  elme  r6om." 

p.  103, 1.  3263,     **  bo^es  of  brake."     Bows  with  a  rack  or  winch,  cross-bows  of 
the  largest  size  and  strongest  tension. 

"  With  alblastis  also  [thai]  atlet  to  shote, 
With  big  homes  of  brake  byrkit  full  hard.* 

Trojf  Booky  ed.  Panton  and  Donaldson,  5728. 
See  the  meaning  of  the  term  fully  discussed  in  Prof.  Skeat's  note  on  P.  Plouh 
manj  C.  xxi.  293  : — 

**  Setteth  bowes  of  brake,  and  brasene  gonnes.** 
A  gunne  was  a  machine  for  casting  stones,  a  catapult, 
p.  103, 1.  3267.     "  wilde  fyr ;  "  a  combustible  mixture,  otherwise  termed  Qreek 
fire.     In  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  2463,  we  read  of  a  vessel  laden  "  with  wylde 
fyr  and  other  vytayle ; "  and  at  1.  5229,  of  the  besiegere  of  a  castle  blowing 
**  wylde  fyr  in  trumpes  of  gynne."     "  Wyylde  Fyyr.     Sparius :  igrds  Pelaagus, 
vel  ignis  Grecus.^^     Prompt  Parv.,  on  which  see  Mr.  Way*s  note, 
p.  104,  11.  3280,  3281.     Notice  the  different  gendera  of  the  pronouns,  he^  hit, 
p.  104,  1.  3282.     "  schaly ;  "  to  peel  off;  drop  off  like  scales, 
p.  104, 1.  3286.     8oon  it  will  be  our  lot  (it  will  betide)  to  be  burnt  to  ashes, 
p.  104,  1.  3289.     "  Melk  of  fe  camele,"  &c.     Caxton  in  his  Mirrour  of  the  toorld, 
pt.  II.  cap.  21,  speaking  of  "  grekyssh  fyre,"  says  that  "  it  can  not  be  quenchyd 
with  water,  but  with  aysel,  vryne,  or  with  sonde  only.     The  Sarasyns  selle  this 
water  right  dere  and  derrer  than  they  doo  good  wyne." 
p,  104,  1.  3296.     "  J?y  dorter  dede.'*     So  we  find  **  suster  sone ;  moder  half,"  &c. 

See  Introduction,  and  1.  3448. 
p.  105,  1.  3310.    *'  Springold  ; "  or  springal,  an  ancient  military  engine  for  hurling 
stones,  arrows,  &c, 

'*  And  sum  ^i  went  to  I'e  wal 
With  bowes  and  with  apringaV* — Bevei  of  ffamtoun,  p.  159. 

A  deed  of  Edward  II,  dated  1325,  in  Rymer*s  Fcsdera,  mentions  '*  Springaldos, 
haUsUu,  arcm,  sagitUu,  ingenia,  et  alias  hujusmotU  armaturas  pro  muniHone 
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N0TB8  TO  pp.  106 — 116,  IL  8828 — 3660.  217 

ctuirorum   ei  villarum,^      See   Mey rick's   Antient  Armour,     Cotgrave   giyes 
*'  Espringalle.  Ad  ancient  engin  of  warre,  whereon  stoneSi  pieces  of  iron,  and 
great  arrowes  were  shot  at  the  wals  of  a  beleagured  Towne,  and  the  defenders 
thereof:  (now  oat  of  use.)  " 
p.  105, 1.  3323.     *'  y  wot  rijt  wel  to  wisse."     See  note  to  I.  120 
p.  106, 1.  3324.     "  wold."     So  in  Sir  Perceval,  ed.  Halliwell,  2006— 

**  The  geant  stode  in  his  holde, 
That  had  those  londis  in  wolde," 

p.  106|  I.  3345.  Here  in  the  French  text  Balan  begins  to  cnrse  Mahomet  and  all 
his  gods,  bat  is  rebaked  by  Sorty  brant.  In  the  Sowdone  Balan  seizes  the  image 
of  Mahoun  and  smashes  it,  whereat  all'  the  priests  and  bishops  fall  on  their 
knees  and  cry — ^'  Mahoan  thyn  ore,"  which  the  editor  has  curiously  explained 
as  *'  thy  golden  image  I " 

p.  106,  1.  3352.     "  be-trend ;"  involved.     See  note  to  1.  4006  below. 

p.  106, 1.  3377.  **  launce  ne  kepede  he  non  \ "  he  cared  for  no  lance,  did  not  care 
to  take  a  lance  with  him. 

p.  107, 1.  3385.  *•  for  arsonn  ;  "  the  fore  saddle-bow.  Each  saddle  had  two 
arsouns,  one  in  front  and  one  behind.  **  Argon,  a  saddle-bow,"  Cotgrave. 
See  Halliwell,  $,  v.  Arson. 

p.  107, 1.  3389.     "  i-broched ;  "  spitted,  transfixed. 

p.  109, 1.  3448.  ^  ys  syster  sone."  The  sign  of  the  genitive  case  is  frequently 
omitted  before  words  beginning  with  a  sibilant. 

p.  109, 1.  3450.     "  &  ]>an  lest  he  ys  blys ; "  and  then  loseth  he  all  his  pleasure. 

p.  109, 1.  3475.  "  ]>anne  hymen  bad  J>e  duk  Gyoun,"  &c.  In  the  French  text 
Quy  o£fers  of  his  own  accord  to  go,  but  Floripas  will  not  hear  of  his  doing  so. 

p.  110,  1.  3481.    "y  am  sumdel  stryken  in  age."    French  text — "je  suis  de  grant 

p.  110, 1.  3499.  **  at  nessche  &  hard  ; "  lit  in  soil  and  hard.  A  proverbial  phrase 
meaning  **  in  every  way,  in  every  point."     See  note  to  1.  3019. 

p.  110,  1.  3511.  "fe  beste  red  ys  J>at  yean;"  the  best  plan  which  I  know 
is,  &c 

p.  112,  1.  3555.  "  vilentyne.**  French  text,  "Oisiaus  et  volatisses."  See  the 
Glossary. 

p.  113,  1.  3600.     "  By  a  fer  contraye ; "  by  a  great  distance,  a  long  way. 

p.  114,  1.  3625.  ^  was  no^t  so  ferred  ys  fon  ;  "  had  not  got  so  far  from  his  foes. 
See  also  1.  5565  below. 

p.  115, 1.  3657.  "  brochyng  ;  "  spurring.  So  in  Morte  Arthure,  ed.  Brock,  1.  918  : 
"  BrocKe^  the  baye  stede,  &  to  the  buske  ryde^,"  and  Langtofi,  p.  277  :  "  Tlier 
Btedes  hroched  tbei  fast."  *'  Brocher  un  cheval  des  esperons.  To  spurre  him, 
to  strike  him  with  the  spurres ;  also  to  spurre  him  hard,  almost  to  sticke  him 
with  spurring,"  Cotgrave. 

p.  115, 1.  3659.     "  Of  quente  entaille  was  is  stede,"  &c,     French  t<*xt : — 

**  8or  .L  destrier  d'Arabe,  qui  plus  cort  que  levrlerz. 
Convert  d'un  rice  paile,  menu  est  entailliez  .... 
L*nn  cost^  avoit  plus  blanc  que  n'est  flors  en  pr^ 
Et  Tautre  avoit  plus  roge  que  oharbon  alum^ 
Le  keue  paonaoe,  le  bu  en  haut  lev6. 
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Plus  menu  que  pietris  est  li  cevaus  gietis. 
La  ouisse  grosse  et  corte,  les  pi^s  plas  et  ooup^l. 
£t  ot  droite  Teskme  et  les  crins  acesm^s, 
Petites  oreilletes,  maigre  ohief,  ample  n^ 
Moult  ot  largue  le  pis,  les  ex  et  valrs  et  clers ; 
Tout  estoit  comme  pie  par  devant  vairomi^ 
La  sele  fu  d'ivoire  dont  il  fa  ensel^, 
Et  de  .ii|j.  fors  chaingles  fu  11  cevaus  ohaingl^s ; 
Li  estrier  furent  d'or,  rices  fu  li  poltres  ; 
.0.  campauetes  d'or  i  pendent  de  tous  1^. 
Quant  li  cevans  galope,  ki  tant  est  abriev^ 
Li  sons  de  oampanetes  est  tans  dous  et  8ou68, 
N'i  vaut  lai  ne  vielle  .ii.  deniers  rnonn^^. 
Li  paiens  I'esperonne  par  andeus  les  cost^ 
Et  li  destriers  li  saut  .xxz.  pi^s  mesur^ 
Et  vait  ensi  bruiant  comme  foudre  et  or6." 

p.  115, 1.  3667.  "  ket ; "  thia  word  seems  here  to  mean  "  quickly,  forioudy."  It 
is  a  word  of  rare  occurrence,  but  is  found  twice  in  William  of  Paleme,  ed. 
Skeat,  11.  330,  3793,  where  we  also  find  the  adverb  keUi,  ketly,  IL  1986,  2105, 
and  3023.  See  Professor  Skeat's  note  in  the  Glossary  $,  v.  where  he  suggests 
that  possibly  it  may  be  another  form  of  the  O.E.  akeety  O.N.  sJ^dttr,  sharp, 
quick,  in  the  same  way  as  we  find  the  two  forms,  moulder  and  smoulder ;  hnap 
and  «7iap,  &c.  The  word  occurs  also  in  P.  PUnoman^  A.  xi.  56,  wher6  tbo 
meaning  seems  to  be  acuie^  sharp, 

p.  115,  1.  3686,  "for  a  bousend  pound  of  golde,**  French  text,  "pour  .xiiy. 
cit^." 

p.  116,1.  3693.  "grope  to  fat  gerse;"  felt  the  wound  {gasK).  "A  garse: 
scara  vel  scaria.  To  garse,  scarificaref'  Caihok  Anglicum,  Palsgrave  has 
*'  Garsshe  in  wode  or  in  a  knife,  hocke,'^  and  Huloet,  "  Garse  or  cutte,  tncwtim.** 

.    "  A  garse  or  gash,  incisura,^*    Manip.  Vocah, 

p.  116, 1.  3699.  "entamy;"  make  any  effect  on.  French  text  reads  "enpirier," 
which  Cotgrave  renders  by  "  impaire,  imbase,  or  make  worse.*' 

p.  116, 1.  3704.     "  In  to  f  e  feld  it  fle3."     French  text  :— 

"  Le  cief  li  a  trenci6  pr^  du  bu,  r^s  i  r^s  ; 
Plus  d'une  longe  toise  en  est  avant  sal^/' 

p.  116,  1.  3708.     "fat  comef  after  gon;"  a  curious  expression,  where  the  gon 

appears  superfluous, 
p.    116,    1.    3713.      **  morel;**   properly  a   dark-coloured   horse.     See    Toxtneley 

Mysteries,  p.  9.     French  text  reads,  Bau^nt.     "  Moree^  a  kind  of  murrey,  or 

dark-red  colour.     Cheval  moreau^  a  black  horse,**  Cotgrave. 
p.  116, 1.  3721.     "  ouer-towart :  *'  athwart,  across.     French  text,  en  travers. 
p.  117,  1.  3735.     "  Fyfty  stedes.**     French  text,  xiiij. 
p.  118,  1.  3763.     "  wot  to  wys.**     See  note  to  1.  120. 
p.  118,  1.  3765.     "  For  je  hyre,**  &c.     Probably  we  should  read—"  For  je  schal 

hyre,'*  &c. 
p.  119,  1.  3804.     "  Me  nvste  nowar  ys  pere  ;  **  nowhere  was  his  equal  known, 
p.  119,  1.  3820.     "  ry^dftV*     Compare  1.  956. 
p.  119,  1.  3825.     "  snei ;  ^  sharp,  careful 
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**  Teobe  hem  alle  to  be  war  and  tnel^ 
That  they  oonne  ley  J»e  wordes  wel.** 
Miro^s  Instructions  for  Parish  Priests,  ed.  Peacock,  p.  4, 1.  121, 
p.  120, 1.  3835.    "  Hytia  schel  beo  betre  han  y-leued ; "  it  will  be  better  for  him  to 

have  left  it  (not  done  8o). 
p.  120, 1.  3851.     "  Messager."     French  text,  "  drugemana,"  a  dragoman,  which 

Cotgrave  gives  as  "  Druguement,  a  Trucheman,  or  Interpretor." 
p.  121,  L  3863.     "  As  foul  fat  flej)  on  f e  lift ;  "  in  the  air,  aloft. 
p.  121,  1.  3875.     "  pautener.**     See  note  to  1.  859. 
p.  121, 1.  3876.     **  He  sent  fe  so  to  saye."     See  note  to  1.  1808. 
p.  121,  1.  3878.     "  A  ys  by-stole  awaye."     The  only  other  instance  of  this  word 

of  which  I  am  aware  is  in  La3amon's  Brut^  28,422  ;  "  and  bislal  from  fern 

fihte.'» 
p.  121.  1.  3886.     "  ty^d."     See  1. 1817. 
p.  121,  1.  3888.     '*  A  skuntede  als  a  bore  ; "  he  foamed  like  a  wild  boar.     In  the 

prose  Fierdbras  the  reading  is — "  il  commenca  k  escumer  cotoe  sil  fust  vng 

senglier  eschaufife,''  which  Gaxton  translates — ''he  began  to  scumme  at  the 

mouthe  lyke  a  bore  enchaffed."     "  Escumer ,  to  foame,"  Cotgi*ave. 
p.  122,  1.  3893.     "  om ; "  ran.     A.S.  rinnan^  iman,  eoman.     Om  occurs  in  the 

Ancren  Riwle,  p.  188,  and  in  La^amon  we  have  such  forms  as  irnen,  umen^ 

eomen.     See  also  P,  Phumian,  C.  xix.  165,  and  Stratmann,  s.  v.  Rinnan, 
p.  124,  1.  3956.    "  wyt  ase  melkys  fom."    Compare  Sir  Degrevant,  1. 1386  :  **  why^th 

as  the  seeys  fame.'*     The  French  text  reads,  ''  fu  blans  comme  nois."    See  also 

1.  5879,  below, 
p.  124, 1.  3968.    "  thro  ;  "  sharp,  swift ;  '*  bur  peinis  were  so  \roo'^    Sir  Triamour^ 

1.  405,  and  William  of  Palemey  ed.  Skeat,  3264 ;  "  wif  f re  M.  of  men  fat  pro 

were  to  h^t" 
p,  124,  1.  3984.     "  Er  he  a-lijto  adoun."     French  text,  "  il  estoit  descendus  son 

ceval  recengler." 
p.  125,  1.  3987.     "  flterrede."     See  before,  1.  3923. 
p.   125,  1.   4006.     "  betrende ; "   to   wind    round,   involve   him.      See   Chaucer, 

Troilus  and  Orts$eide,  4080,  and  1.  3352  above,  which  are  the  only  other  instances 

of  the  word  of  which  I  am  aware,  although  the  simple  verb  trende  is  not  so 

rare, 
p.  125,  1.  4015.     "  fayne  y  wolde  f  e  croune  of  —  3elde."     French  text : — 
*'  Je  vous  rent  la  couronne  dent  je  suis  couronn6s ; 
Jamais  jour  de  ma  vie  n*en  tenrai  iMret^." 
p.  126, 1.  4031.  .  "  fe  Ameral  hauej)  y-gadred,"  &o.     French  text : — 
**  De  toute  paienime  a  ses  barons  mand^." 

Qwenelon  here,  in  the  French  text,  makes  the  speech  which  is  afterwards,  11. 

4163  to  4186,  attributed  in  the  English  version  to  Uautef  ulle. 
p.  127, 1.  4075.     "  Malkare."     French  text,  **  Macaires." 
p.  128,  1.  4109.     **  lond  ne  rente.'*     French  text :— "  n'ot  de  terre  .i.  arpent." 
p.  128,  1.  4119.     "rybaud."     French  text,  "glous." 
p.  129, 1.  4146.     "  ^our  summe ;  "  some  of  you.     Compare  1.  677. 
p.  129,  1.  4157.     " J>e  amendes  a  profrede  him,"  &c.     French  text: — 
*'  Au  duo  Benier  de  Genes  a  son  gage  donn6.** 
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p.  130,  1.  4176.     "  An  ten  ^er  ate  leste."     French  text,  **8eul  ,xx.  ana" 
p.  130,  1.  4187.     ^'  enchanted  so  ; "  persuaded,  deceived.   Literally  translated  from 
the  French  text : — 

**  Ul  ont  11  traitour  Earlemaine  encant^." 

*^  Enchanter  ;  to  charme^  inchant,  bewitch  ;  bleare  the  eyes^  deceiye  the  under- 
standing," Cotgrave. 
p.  132,  1.  4241.     "  Raol  Mountferant.**     French  text,  "  Raoul  le  Ferrant" 
p.  133,  L  4291.     "  on  hymen  ylong ; "  through  them,  by  their  help.     The  phrase 
is  still  common,  though  now  become  vulgar :  ^*  it  is  iXl  along  of  you/'  i,  e,  "  it 
is  all  through  yon."     Chaucer  uses  it — 

**  I  can  not  tell  wheron  it  was  along, 
But  wel  I  wot  gret  strif  is  us  amoog,**  0.  T.  16398. 

p.  134,  1.  4327.     '*  Cyuyle  grant ;  "  great  Seville. 

p.  135, 1.  4338.     "  Hit  were  no^t  worj)  a  slo."     So  in  Haveloky  ed.  Skeat,  2051  : 

"  Of  hem  ne  jeue  ich  nouht  a  slo."     Compare  II.  4930,  4975,  5442,  below, 
p.  135,  1.  4357.     "  at  my  paye  ;  "  to  please  me,  to  my  mind, 
p.  136,  L  4371.     "  sarplers  ; "  sacks,  packing-cases.     "  SarpilUerBy  a  sarpliar :  a 

peece  of  canvas,  cloth,  or  other  stuffe  to  wrap  or  packe  up  wares  in,"  Cotgrave. 

The  French  text  reads — "  Es  sarpeillieres  lient  toursiaus  d*erbe  fen^e." 
p.  136,  L  4385.     "  Raol  of  Mans."      French,  "  Raoul  d'Amiens."      Compare  1. 

4423. 
p.  136,  1.  4393.     "  tyd  f  e  haue."     The  change  of  pronoun  is  curious, 
p.  137,  1.  4405.     "  terme  of  al  hur  age  ; "  in  all  their  life-time, 
p.   137,  1.  4423.     ''Muche  mangre  mote  he  ban,"  &c.     See  note  to  L  3061. 

French  text — "  Se  bien  ne  m'i  combat,  recr^ans  sui  prouv^" 
p.  137,  1.  4435.     Compare  Beois  of  ffamioun,  p.  91 : 

*'  His  herd  was  bothe  gret  and  rowe, 
A  space  of  a  fot  betwene  is  browe." 

p.  138, 1.  4437.  "  ys  nose  camraus ; "  flat-nosed.  So  Chancer  says  of  the  Miller, 
**  Round  was  his  face  and  camois  was  his  nose."  Heeve^s  Tale,  1.  14,  and  again, 
1.  54,  he  describes  the  Miller's  daughter  as  having  "  camoy$  nose,  and  eyghen 
gray  as  glas."  Cotgrave  gives :  "  Camus,  flat-nosed.  Camwer,  to  flatten,  or 
quash  down  the  nose,  to  breake  the  bridge  of  the  nose,  to  make  flat-nosed.** 

p.  138,  1.  4463.  "  clo))es  of  tarse,"  a  species  of  silken  stufif  formerly  much 
esteemed. 

"  In  toges  of  Tarsse  fulle  richelye  attyrede." — Morte  Arthuref  3189. 

This  cloth  was  said  to  derive  its  name  from  Tharna  adjoining  Cathay  (China), 
whence  it  came.  Ducange  explains  Tarsicus  as  '^  panni  preciosioris  species.'* 
See  P.  Plowman,  B.  xv.  163,  aud  Professor  Skeat's  note  thereon. 

p.  139,  1.  4465.     **  god  won  ; "  good  plenty.     Cf.  1.  3560. 

p.  141,  1.  4539.  "  non  ho^e  ;  "  no  fear,  alarm.  Ho^h^l  occurs  in  the  Ormulum^ 
2902,  and  koJ\fulU  in  La^amon,  14096.  A.a  hoga.  "be-to^e;"  dressed, 
covered. 

p.  141,  1.  4553.  **  stilp  of  ok  ; "  a  post  of  oak,  stub.  See  Halliwell,  s.  v.  Stolpe. 
The  French  text  has — "  un  marbre  encoutr^^  Autresi  le  caupa  comme  nn  baston 
al4." 
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The  Rev.  Barton  Lodge,  in  the  Introduction  to  his  edition  of  PallaeUui 
(B.  E.  T.  Soc.),  p!  ix,  says — "  In  the  (Corporation  Rolls,  preserved  amongst  the 
Colchester  Records,  we  find  that  in  the  3rd  and  4th  Richard  II,  a  sufficient 
piece  of  land  was  granted  to  place  three  siulps  to  support  a  certain  vine  opposite 
the  house  of  one  Clement,  a  dyer  in  North  Street ;  and  *  in  4th  and  5th  Edward 
II,  Hugh  de  Stowe  raised  two  stulps  under  his  vine  opposite  his  tenement  in 
Chero.'" 
p.  142,  1.  4588.  ''  a  rank  ; ''  in  a  rush,  with  a  charge, 
p.  144,  L  4649.     "  Muche  was  J>e  noise  &  fat  cry,"  Ac.     French  text — "  Moult 

par  f  u  grans  la  noise  et  li  hus  et  li  oris ; "  great  was  the  hue  and  cry, 
p.  144,  1.  4652.     "Enfachoun."     French  text,  "  Effraons." 
p.  145,  1.  4663.     **  Had  ykept  hem  wi)7  bnsynesse ; "  had  nursed  them  carefully. 

French  text,  "  les  avoit  bien  nourris." 
p.  145,  1.  4664.    "  Algate."     A  distinctively  Northern  adverb.     See  Introduction, 
p.  145,  I.  4668.     "  barers ; "  the  bar,  gate,  barrier.     Notice  the  other  form  of  the 
word  in  1.  4679  : 

*^  The  folk  that  assal^eand  wer 
At  mary  ^et,  to-hewyn  had 
The  barrast  and  a  fyre  had  maid.** 

Barbow^s  Bruce,  ed.  Skeat,  xvU.  766. 
p.  145, 1.  4678.     "tilde;"  reached.     A.S.  Uldan,  'Udded  on  lofte,"  Alliterative 

Poems,  ed.  Morris,  2.  1342.     Compare  1.  59. 
p.  146,  L  4707.     **  to  done."     The  gernndial  infinitive :  see  Introduction, 
p.  146,  1.  4721.     **  Ho-so  fis  day,"  &c.     French  text : — 

^  Honis  soit  11  frans  horn  qui  vient  au  couarder.*' 
p.  147,  1.  4751.     "  wyJ)-oute  distaunce  ;  "  without  fighting.     "  A  Distance,  Dis- 

tanda,  ik  cetera :  vbi  Debate,"  Cathol,  AngUcum  ;  on  which  see  my  note, 
p.  147,  1.  4753.     "  Godes  for-bode ;  "  may  there  be  God's  prohibition. 
**ix.  tymes  Chddis  forhott,  thou  wikkyde  worme, 
Thet  ever  thou  make  any  rystynge.** 

A  charm  for  the  tooth-ache,  from  the  Thornton  MS. 
printed  in  Rell^,  Antiq,  1. 126. 
In  the  Percy  Folio  MS.,  ed.  Furnivall  and  Hales,  Robin  Hood,  &o.,  p.  18, 1. 
69,  vol.  I.  we  read — "  *  Now,  Marry,  godeforboii^  said  the  Sherifife,  *  that  euer 
that  shold  bee.' "     The  expression  also  occurs  twice  in  Stafford's  Examination 
of  Abuses,  1581,  New  Shakspere  Soc,  ed.  Furnivall^  p.  73,  where  it  is  spelt 
**  God  sworbou:' 
p.  150,  L  4846.     "&  monaye  whyt  &  blake."     French  text : — 
**  Fin  or  et  blanc  argent  et  pailes  de  coulour.** 
"  Monnoye  blanche,  brasse  or  copper  coin  silvered  over.     Momnoye  noire,  brasse, 
copper,  or  iron  ooine,  unsilvered,"  Cotgrave. 
p.  151,  1.  4856.     "  molde ; "  the  suture  of  the  skull.     See  1.  45G7,  above, 
p.  151,  L  4862.     '*  for  a  somers  charge  of  golde ; "  for  a  horse-load  of  money.   "  A 

charge  ;  Onus,**  Cath.  AngUcum, 
p.  151,  1.  4869.     "After  ]>e  ^er  )»at  our  lord  was  bore,"  &a     This  line  is  an 
addition  of  the  English  translator.     See  the  remarks  in  the  Introduction,  where 
it  is  shown  that  the  date  is  almost  exactly  200  years  late,  980,  instead  of  775, 
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p.  163,  1.  4930.     "  no^t  worf  a  flye."     French  text,  "  ne  val^  une  alie." 
p.  154,  1.  4974.    ^*  &  we  be-leue  witli-yone  ;  "  and  we  remain,  within.   Chaucer  uses 
bileue  in  tlie  same  sense.  Squires  TalSf  683  ;  see  other  examples  in  Straimann, 
and  compare  11.  1596  and  2623  above, 
p.  154,  I.  4976.     "  ^yue  a  stre ;  "  give,  care  a  straw  for.     (Compare  P.  Plounnan^ 

C.  xvii.  93,  and  Chaucer,  C.  T.,  F  Group,  1.  695. 
p.  154,  1.  4983.     "saut;  "  assault.     So  we  liAve  pele  for  appele, 
p.  165, 1.  4993.     **  pykoys  &  howes ; "  pickaxes  and  hooks.     The  modem  pick-axe 
is  simply  a  tautological  corruption  of  the  French  picoi$,  a  mattock,  pickaxe. 
In  the  PcuUm  Letters^  ed.  Gairdner,  I.  106,  we  find  pikoys  as  here  used  as  a 
plural,  and  so  in  the  Homdlyng  Synne,  H.  940-1 : 
*'  Mattok  is  a  pykoys 
Or  a  pyke,  as  sum  men  seya*' 
•**  Forsorium,  a  by  11  or  a  pykeys,"  Medulla  Qrammatice. 
p.  166,  L  5030.     "  hure  haberkee  ritte  ;  "  split,  out.    So  in  Sir  Tristram^  p.  83  : — 
"  The  breche  adoun  he  threat 
He  ritt,  and  gan  to  right :  '* 
and  in  Havelok,  1.  2495  : — 

'*  Sket  earn  a  ladde  with  a  knif, 
And  bigan  rith  at  \>e  to 
For  to  ritUf  and  for  to  flo.*» 
See  1.  5339,  below, 
p.  157,  1.  6057.     '*  Wei  two  C."     French  text,  «  M." 
p.  157,  1.  5077.     "  cloj)  of  tarse."     See  note  to  1.  4463,  above, 
p.  158,  1.  6087.     "  Certys  y  dude  gret  folye,"  &c.    French  text  adds : 

**  Fols  est  ki  fame  oroit,  on  Ta  dit  grant  pieya.'' 
p.   158,  L   5092.     "lyme  &   lyf;"  limb   and   body.      Compaie  the  oommon 

expression,  **  body  and  bones.** 
p.  159,  1.  5127.     "  Wyt  fat  fe  selue  ;  **  blame  thyself  for  that 
p.  159,  1.  6133.     "breke  him  heued  &  arm."     French  text,  "brisastes  son  n^a** 
p.  160,  1.  6174.     *^  Of  cowardyse  ous  mo^e  arette ;  **  may  accuse  us  of,  or  attribute 
to  us,  cowardice.     So  in  Chaucer,  Knight's  Tale,  1871  : — 
"  It  nas  aretted  him  no  vyleiuye, 
Ther  may  no  man  olepe  it  no  oowardye. 
"  to  Aritte.     Ascribere,  depuiare,  imputare^'  Cath,  Anglieum^  on  which  see  my 
note.     Wyclif  also  uses  the  word  in  2  Corinth,  v.  19,  '*  not  retting  to  hem  her 
giltis." 
p.  160, 1.  6177.     *'  syt  on  my  bok  ;  *'  lit  sits  on  my  back,  t.  «.  remains  with  me. 
p.  161,  1.  6186.     "  )7at  ys  herte  ne  by-gan  to  cacche ;  **  that  did  not  pluck  up 
courage.     French  text : — 

**N*i  a  celui  d*aus  tous  n'ait  vertu  recouvr^e." 
p.  162, 1.  6221.     *^  a  earful  iomee :  **  a  sad  day*8  work,  a  hard  time, 
p.  162,  1.  5240.     "  Ay  twe3rne  a3en  hem  one ;  **  quite  two  against  their  one.  * 
p.  163,  1.  6*265.     '*  for-)7an  ;  *'  for  this  reason,  because.     The  expression  occurs  in 
La^amon,  1  989,  and  in  the  CasUl  off  Lotte,  ed.  Weymouth,  1.  1072 :  "  And  he 
echolde  neuer  die /or  pon,'' 
p..  163,  L  6278.     "  ])an  al  J)at  god  y  owe; "  than  all  the  goods,  wealth  I  own. 
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p.  164,  1.  5301.     ^perschede."     See  1.  941,  and  note  thereon, 
p.  164,  1.  6313.     "  felaschip  ;  "  companion.     The  French  text  has  :— 
**  Onqaes  n'i  rot  mener  ne  per  ne  compaignon." 

See  note  in  CaUh,  Anglicum,  s.v,  Felischippe. 
p.  165,  1.  5335.     "  make  py  fyn  ; "  pay  the  penalty,  make  amends, 
p.  165,  1.  5339.     ^'  A  clew  ys  heued,'^  &c. ;  he  scratched  (clawed)  his  head  and 

tore  his  hood.     For  ri^te  see  I.  5030,  aboye. 
p.  165, 1.  5341.     *^  &  prauncede/'  &c. ;  and  stamped  abont,  and  puffed  and  blew, 

as  if  he  were  mad. 
p.  165,  1.  5342.     '^  or  was  after  longe ;  "  lit.  before  it  was  long  time  after,  i.  e,  for 

a  long  time, 
p.  166, 1.  5353.     "  Bniyllant,  fat  was  kyng  of  Mountmyrrant."     In  the  French 

text  no  name  is  given  to  the  Saracen  slain  by  Gwenylon  :   Bruyllant,  who 

is  called  Balan's  brother,  comes  on  the  scene  at  1.  5417,  below.     It  appears  to 

be  an  oversight  of  the  translator, 
p.  166,  1.  5366.     "  a  propre  si^te."     The  word  proper  is  still  nsed  in  this  very 

phrase  with  the  meaning  of  worih  seeing ,  fine,  but  it  has  descended  to  the  level 

of  a  slang  term, 
p.  168, 1.  5425.     "  spillyng  of  speche ;  "  great  telling  of  news,  great  talk.    French 

text,  "  grant  ioie." 
p.  168,  1.  5437.     "  on  hure  hepe ;  "  in  their  gathering,  army, 
p.  168,  1.  5442.     "  fe  value  of  a  kerse;**  the  value  of  a  rush  (cress).     This  very 

expression  is  still  kept  up  :  men  say  a  thing  is  not  *'  worth  a  curse,"  but  the 

true  meaning  of  the  last  word  is  quite  forgotten.    P.  Plowman,  C.  xii.  14  :  "  Nat 

worth  a  careeP     Compare  11.  124 :  ^  he  doute]>  he  kyng  ne  Emperour,  \e  value 

of  a  ryeehe  ;  '*  and  11.  4338,  "  nojt  worf  a  slo ; "  5722,  "  Je  worthy  of  a  pere ; " 

and  5847,  "  y  nolde  jyue  a  pyse." 
p.  168,  1  5443.     "  fyede  far-on  ;  "  expressed  his  disgust  at  it. 
p.  169, 1.  5453.     "  V.  batail ;  "  five  divisions.     In  the  French  text  it  is  few,  the 

second  five  being  entrusted  to  Alorys,  Macaire,  Hardres,  Amaug^s,  aud  Sanses. 

"  Bataille,  any  squadron,  battallion,  or  part  of  an  army,"  Cotgrave. 
p.  170,  1.  5482.     "  Euery  3er  to  rente  ; "  every  year  as  a  tax. 
p.  170,  1.  5484.     "  Blauchard."     A  common  name  for  a  white  horse. 
p.  171,  1.  5520.     "  prout  on  pres ; "  bold  in  battle.     A  not  uncommon  expression 

in  alliterative  poems, 
p.  171,  1.  5526.     Here  the  author  of  the  English  version  has  most  unaccountably 

omitted  no  less  than  125  lines  of  his  original.     This  may  have  arisen  from  one 

or  other  of  three  causes  : — 

(1)  He  may  have  intentionally  omitted  the  lines ;  or  (2)  he  may  have  turned 

over  two  leaves;  or  (3)  the  lines  may  not  have  been  in  the  MS.  from  which 

he  made  his  translation. 

As  to  (1),  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  probable  that  the  translator  would  intention- 
ally have  omitted  the  passage :  against  such  a  view  the  strongest  argument 

is  the   closeness  with  which  he  has  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  poem 

followed  his  original. 

Neither  do  I  think  (2)  more  probable.      When  we  consider  the  care  with 

which  he  has  revised  his  poem  we  can  hardly  conceive  that  he  would  be  satis- 
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fied  with  only  one  reading  of  his  origiaal,  and  it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  same 
accident  shonld  have  happened  more  than  once. 

We  are,  therefore,  reduced  to  (3),  which  is  not  at  all  impossible. 

As,  however,  the  author  may  have  intentionally  omitted  the  passage  I 
give  it  here  instead  of  in  the  text. 

*  Par  Mahomet,  dist  il,  tous  ser^  afol6 ; 
Quant  passastes  Mautrible,  musart  fustes  prov6. 
Jamais  en  douoe  France  ne  ser^s  retorn^i 
Et  anuit  perdra  Earles  du  miex  de  eon  bam6.' 
Bichars  de  Normendie  a  le  Turc  esoout^ 
Le  destrier  laisse  ooure,  si  a  &  lui  jou8t6 ; 
L'escu  li  a  perci6  et  le  hauherc  saffr6, 
Parmi  le  gros  du  pis  li  mist  le  fer  quarr6, 
Si  souef  Pabat  mort  qu'il  n*a  brait  ne  cri6. 
'  Outre,  dist  I'empereres,  trop  vous  estes  vant6e.' 
Bichars  de  Normendie  trait  le  brano  acer^, 
Tost  en  feri  .i.  Turo  dusque  au  neu  du  baudr6. 
Francois  passent  k  force  le  grant  val  Josu6 ; 
Jusque  au  plain  d'Aigremore  n*i  ot  regne  tir6. 
lA  trouverent  la  force  de  Balant  Tamir^ ; 
En  sa  compaigne  furent  .xxx.  roi  couronn6, 
Et  .c™.  paien,  que  Persant,  que  Escler. 
Cil  qui  vienent  f uiant  11  out  dit  et  cont6 
Que  ses  freres  est  mors  et  la  gent  c'ot  men6. 
Quant  Tentent  I'amirans,  tout  a  le  sane  mu6. 
I>ont  s'ont  li  estandart  li  maistre  cor  sonn6. 
L*amirans  en  apele  son  neveu  Tempests, 
Sortinbrant  de  Connibre,  son  consillier  priv6  : 

*  Baron,  dist  Pamirans,  n'i  soi6s  oubli6 ; 
Je  TOus  di  et  commant,  s'entendre  me  volte, 
Tant  me  querns  Earlon  que  vous  le  me  trovte  ; 
Et  se  jou  ne  Tools,  pel  pris  ma  poet6s  : 
Mol  ne  caut  se  je  mulr,  quant  je  Tarai  tu6  ? 
Quant  Sortinbras  Pentent,  s'a  de  pit6  plour6. 


He  thmteiw 
the  French. 


Richard 
ehan^etat 
andslaye 
him. 


TheTrendi 
force  their 
way  to  the 

valley  of 
AigTemont, 

where  the 
Emir  is  with 
100,000  m«u. 

Balan  la- 
ments over 
the  death  of 
his  brotlier. 


Li  amirans  cevauce,  qui  de  corage  ot  tier ; 
Bicement  fu  armte  ser  le  oourant  destrier. 
En  toute  palenlme  n'ot  .i.  si  boin  coursier, 
81  estoit  trestous  novis  com  meure  de  morier. 
Toutes  ses  armes  furent  ouvr^es  ^  ormier. 
Large  ot  la  forc^ure,  le  cors  grant  et  plenler ; 
Par  desus  la  ventaille  fait  sa  barbe  lacier, 
Plus  est  blance  que  noif,  quant  ciet  aprte  fevrier, 
Gontreval  11  pendoit  jusque  au  neu  du  braier. 
Li  amirans  commande  s'ensaigne  k  despoier, 
Devant  les  Sarrazins  se  prent  ^  eslaisier. 
Dont  sonnerent  ensanble  .c.  graile  menuier. 
A  batalle  cevauoent  et  font  lor  gent  rengier  ; 
On  premier  cief  devant  estoient  li  arcier, 
Pour  les  nos  desconfire  as  ars  turcois  malnier. 
Adonques  v^isslte  .i.  estour  commencier, 
L*un  mort  par  desus  Pautre  verser  et  trebucier  ; 
Hoult  i  ot  grant  dolor  au  traire  et  au  lander. 


Deeertptton 
of  Balan, 


He  order*  hii 
standard  to 
beonftiried* 

and  places 
his  archers  in 
front. 
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As  are  trucois  oommencent  les  nos  4  damagier ; 
Plus  menu  que  gresins  font  s^jetes  lanoier. 
Atant  es  vous  poignant  le  preu  comte  Benier, 
Celui  de  Oenevois,  qui  fu  pere  Olivier. 
Sortinbran  de  Connibre  a  encontrd  premier, 
Grant  cop  li  yait  donner,  nel  vaut  pIuB  esparnier, 
Sea  esouB  ne  li  vaut  ne  maille  ne  denier, 
La  maille  a  trespass^  du  blano  haubero  doublier, 
La  lance  o  le  penon  li  fait  on  core  baignier, 
Des  ar9on8  Tabat  mort^  le  cuvert  losengier. 
Quant  Sortinbrans  cai,  la  hante  fist  brisier, 
Et  Beniera  trait  Tesp^  dont  bien  se  sot  aidi^r 
Paien  et  Sarrazin  commencent  4  hucier  ; 
Ki  estui  atendra  moult  ara  mal  loier. 
.L  Sarrazins  s'en  tome,  I'amirant  va  nonoier 
Que  '  mors  est  Bortinbras,  que  tans  avi^s  cier.* 
Quant  I'amirans  Tentent,  le  sens  cuide  cangier. 
'  Ha  1  dist-il,  Sortinbrans,  tant  vous  avoie  chier, 
Quant  je  vous  ai  perdu,  moult  m'en  doit  anuier ; 
Jamais  ne  monra  Ture  kl  tant  faice  4  priser ; 
De  duel  erragerai  se  ne  vous  puis  vengier.' 

Moult  fu  pour  Sortinbran  Tamirans  esmaians. 
Par  mautalent  B*en  tome  coureci6s  et  dolens, 
Le  morel  laise  coure,  ki  sous  lui  va  bruiant, 
Sour  Tescu  de  son  col  fiert  Huon  de  Milant 
Trestous  est  pourfendus,  rons  est  li  jaeerans ; 
Le  fer  li  a  conduit  par  ambe  .ii.  les  flans, 
Mort  Tabat  du  ceval,  ce  fu  damaige  grans. 
Quant  la  lance  brisa,  si  a  trait  le  nu  branc, 
Mort  a  .zv.  Francois  et  .ziiii.  Normans, 
Souvent  crie:  *  Aigremore!  vengite  ert  Sortinbrans  I 
Or  vous  ferai  connoistre  venus  est  I'amirans  : 
Ancui  sera  destrius  li  baroages  des  Frans, 
Jamais  A.  en  sa  tere  ne  sera  repairans ; 
Earlon  enmerrai  prins  par  les  grenons  ferrans ; 
Avoeo  lui  ert  pendus  Oliviers  et  Bollans.* 
A  oe  mot  enforcierent  li  paien  I'amirant ; 
De  nostre  gent  destraire  est  cascuns  desirans. 


Beni«r 

encouiiteni 

Sortibrant* 

andtlsyf 
Urn. 


TtaeSarMint 

arepanlo- 

aiiicken. 


Bakn's  grief 
at  the  death 
ofSortibnuit. 


He  charge 
at  the  French 


andalaye 
Haon  (^ 
Milan, 


and  15 
French  and 
UNormaa 


The  Saraoent 
rally. 


Moult  fti  grant  la  bataille  et  li  cap  e  felon. 
Atant  es  vous  poignant  le  conte  Guenelon, 
Hardr6  et  Alori,  d'Autefoelle  Grifon, 
Et  le  pere  Herviu,  Macaire  de  Lion, 
Et  Torguelleus  baraage  brocant  4  esperon. 
A  Tabaisier  des  lances  font  tel  ocision 
Que  plus  de  mil  paien  trebucent  on  sablon. 
Atant  es  Tamirant  sur  le  noir  aragon ; 
Amont  parmi  son  heaume  ala  ferir  Milon. 
Ne  li  valut  li  ceroles.vaillant  .i.  augueton  ; 
Tout  r^ust  pourfendu  enfresi  c'au  menton, 
Mais  Teepee  toma,  por  tant  ot  garison. 
Le  destrier  li  copa  par  devant  son  archon  ; 
lost  trebuca  4  tere  par  desus  le  sablon. 


fialan  throwi 
Milo  fh>m 
his  horse, 


FERUMBRAS. 
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Quant  il  ne  Ta  oois  ne  se  prise  .i.  bouton ; 

L*amirans  le  saisi  4  Paubere  fremillon, 

A  .ii.  mains  le  leva  sur  Tauferrant  gascon  ;  and  trite  to 

JA  Ten  6u8t  port6  jusque  k  son  pAviUon.  SSSnw!"  ^ 

Mais  rorguelleus  lignages  li  est  tons  environ.  Cut  is  rar- 

lA  ot  Us  brans  d'acier  si  faite  caplison,  rounded. 

Ji&  fust  li  Amirans  detenus  en  prison, 

Mais  an  seodurre  vinrent  tan  tost  mil  Esolavun.  looo  Sunomta 

L4  olssi^s  grant  noise  et  grande  husion  ;  23?*  ***  *^* 

Le  feu  gregois  geterent  tout  ardant  4  bnndon, 

Fran9ois  menent  ferant  le  trait  4  .i.  bo^jon. 

Ja  fuissent  desoonfit  sans  nule  raenohon,  The  Fmieh 

Quant  Fierabras  i  vint,  qui  moult  amoit  Karlon.  SSfiiuiS**' 

Suec  fist  de  paiens  moult  grant  ocision, 

Tenpest^  a  ocis,  le  neveu  Rubfon,  Iwt  F«nnn- 

Et  bien  plus  de  .1.  du  lignage  Mahon.  Sj'rSJSJ!  ** 

Mais  de  paiens  i  ot  k  si  tr^  grant  fuison, 

Se  Dameidie^  n'en  pense,  qui  souffri  passion, 

Anoui  iront  Francis  k  grant  destniision. 

La  bataille  fu  grans,  longuement  a  dur& 

Ja  fuissent  no  Fran9oi8  moult  malement  men6, 

Quant  de  la  tour  sont  tuit  liostre  oonte  aval^ 

p.  172,  1.  6532.     "  A-8trayey  on  f  e  grene.**     See  1.  3729. 

p.  172,  ].  5542.  "  ^6  Bcheldtrotnes  ;  **  battalions,  regiments.  Halliwell  quotes 
from  Vegeciu$y  MS.  Douce  291,  leaf  5  : — "  HoW  he  schal  Lave  for  knowynge  and 
wys  iosyjt  of  all  pereliis  and  harmes  that  li^tliche  mowe  bifalle  in  scheltronies 
or  batailes."  Sceld-trume  and  Bceld-trome  occur  in  La^amon.  See  a'so 
Octovian,  Weber's  Metr,  Romances,  1505;  P.  Phuman,  C.  ixl.  294 ;  and  Tre- 
visa*8  descripiion  of  the  Battle  of  Hastings^  "ar  the  scheltroms  come  to-gedders.*' 
A.S.  8cpld-trumat  lit.  a  troop-shield,  then  an  armed  company  or  battalion  of 
soldiers. 

p.  172,  I.  5549.  '*  foj^er.**  See  before,  1.  641,  and  Alisaunder,  Weber's  Romances, 
1809. 

p.  173,1.  5565.  ''afferede  hem  o^t  myche;"  got  much  distance  from  them. 
Compare  1.  3625,  before :  *'  Richard  was  nojt  mf erred  ys  fon.*^  In  the  Ayenbite 
of  Invyyt^  ed.  Morris,  p.  178,  we  read — "  to  cachie  and  uerri  J>ane  dyuel  uram 
him."     A.S. /corrmn. 

p.  173,  I.  5579.  ''also  hot;"  at  once.  Compare  the  phrase /oof- W,  with  all 
possible  speed,  in  Cliaucer,  Man  of  Lawes  taie^  B.  438,  and  fut-haU  in  Barbour't 
Bntce^  ed.  Skeat,  iii.  418. 

p.  174,  1.  5601.  "  ^e  amountance  of  A  fotes  spas,**  Ac  The  original  French  is 
more  moderate — "  Li  amirans  fu  graiudres  de  Earion  demi  pi^." 

p.  174,  1.  5615.  "  iambeaus."  Armour  for  the  legs,  covering  ^em  both  front  and 
rear  :  in  this  particular  they  differed  from  the  greaves,  which  only  protected  the 
shins.     "  Jambiere  ;  a  greave,  leg-hamesse,  or,  armour  for  a  leg,"  Cotgrave. 

p.  175,  1.  5627.     "  cornel  ; "  *iie  circle  of  gold  and    precious  stones  round  the 
helmet.     See  1.  623,  above  :  "  To-flente  ;  "  flew  in  pieces.     French  text : — 
'*  (trant  eaup  donna  Karlon  sur  Peame  qal  vertlie. 
Que  led  liouni  et  les  pieres  tout  oontrenU  en  gtiie.*' 
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p.  176,  1.  6630.      "  athelde  ; "  restraiDecl,  kept  back.      See  La^amany  10,970, 

13,826,  &c. 
p.  175,  1.  6631.    "  genyllere ; "  knee-armour.    **  GenouiHereSy  pully-pieoes  (armour) 
for  the  knees,"  Cotgrave.     **  Chauceore  ; "  the  same  as  we  have  had  before,  I. 
235,  called  **  hoseu  of  mayle.**    "  CkatLsaeurey  a  hosing,  or  shooing ;  also,  hoseu, 
or  shooes,"  Cotgrave. 
p.  176,  1.  5638.     "  anlas."      French  text,  "  one  misericorde,"  of  which  Meyrick, 
Antient  Armour^  Olotsary,  says — "  said  to  have  been  so  named  because  with 
this  the  knights  obliged  their  antagonists  to  call  for  mercy.'* 
'*  An  anla$  and  a  gipser  al  of  silk 
Heng  at  his  girdel." — Chaucer^  C,  T,  PrologMe^  36t. 
p.  175,  I.  6640.     "  foygnede ; "  thrust  at,  tried  to  stab.     So  in  M<n-tt  Arthure,  I 
1898:— 

"  Thare  faughtte  we  in  faythe,  uidf0ynede  with  sperys.** 
And  Chaucer,  Knighies  Tale,  796  : — 

**  And  after  that  with  scharpe  speres  stronge 
They  fo^nen  ech  at  other  wonder  longe." 
p.  176,  1.  6648.     "  Ac  arst  was  muche  ado.**     French  text : — 

**  Mais  n  i  ot  apchois  moult  grant  tenchonnerie^" 
p.  176,  1.  6665.     "  Wei  he^e  schalt  f  ou  an-honged  be.**     French  text : — 

**  Je  te  ferai  ardoir  ens  en  la  po!  bonlie." 
p.  176,  1.  6682.     *'  Al  )>i  song  is  wailawal'*     Owl  and  Nightingale,  1.  219. 
p.  177,  1.  6693.     **  gery^oun  ;  **  treasure.     The  word  occurs  in  La^amon  in  the 

fonns  gcergume,  germme,  and  gartume.     For  other  instances  see  Stratmann. 
p.  177,  L  6694.     After  this  line  in  the  original  French  come  the  following  c~^ 
**  Corsable  de  Valnuble  son  ceval  trestoma, 
Desi  j  usque  ^  la  mer  onques  ne  s'aresta. 
An  roi  de  Capadoce  les  nouveles  conta 
Que  EarleA  Aigremore  et  Tamirant  prins  a ; 
8aci6'8  moult  ert  dolens  quant  il  ice  sara. 
Plus  de  .C",  Furs  pour  ioe  rasambla, 
8or  Guion  de  Borgoigne  4  force  les  mena, 
8a  tere  et  son  pais  li  destruist  et  gasta. 
Plus  de  .vii.  mois  en  tiers  li  sieges  1  dura  ; 
D^un  roit  trencant  espiel  ens  ou  oors  le  navnk 
liais  Karles  Temperere,  qui  Espaigne  gasta. 
Quant  il  revint  ariere,  fierement  li  aida.^' 
p.  177,  I  6716.     "  wende  faste  $  **  moved,  twisted  himself  fast 
p.  177,  1.  6722.     "  fe  worthy  of  a  pere ;  "  the  value  of  a  pear.     Compare  tiichard 
the  RedeUs,  ed.  Skeat,  Prol.  73 :  **  It  shulde  nat  apeire  hem  a  peere"  and  Morte 
Arthure,  Globe  edit.  p.  377. 
p.  177,  1.  6724.  "  y-kened  ;  **  conceived.    Of  this  word  there  are  not  many  instances. 
It  occurs  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  Version  of  St.  Matthew,  i.  20 : — "  fact  on  hyro 
acenned  was,  hyt  ys  of  f am   Halgan  Gaste :  **  in  the  Ayenbite  of  Invoyt^  ed. 
Morris,  p.  12,  *^  he  wes  y-kend  of  ^e  holi  gost,  and  y-bure  of  )>e  mayde  Marie  ;  *' 
and  again,  p.  263 ;  and  in  La^amon,  26,128. 
p.   178,  L  6726.      "  WyJ>-oute  wem  &  wyf-oute  liore  ;  **  without  ftpot  or  Stain. 
Ilore  may  perhaps  mean  adultery,  as  Halliwell  explains  it;  probably  it  does 
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in  the  present  instance,  where  the  French  text  reads — "  En  la  sainte  Virge 

puciele  s'aombra."     Halliwell  quotes  from  a  MS.  of  Caius  Coll.  Camb.  107  :  — 

"  Syth  the  tyme  that  Cryst  Ihesu 

Thorough  hys  grace  and  vertu, 

Was  in  this  world  hore 

Of  a  mayd  fcithowt  hore.^*' 

p.  178,  I.  6730.     "  hyne ; "  servants,  followers.     Compare  P.  Plowman,  Prol.  39 — 

'*  Qui  turpiloqnium  loquitur,  is  luciferes  hyne.'' 
p.  178, 1.  6747.     "  Contenance  made  he,*'  &c.    Compare  P.  Plowman,  C.  xvi.  121 : 

''  A  contenance  he  made.  And  preynte  vpon  pacience.*' 
p.   178,  1.  6753.      "cracchede."      French  text,  ecraca.      *^  Eacraser,  to  squash 

downe,  beat  flat^  crush  in  pieces  with  much  pressing,  or  hard  leaning  on," 

Cotgrave. 
p.    179,   1.    6761.      "colour;"   pretext,   meana       "Colour,   a    fayned   matter," 

Palsgrave, 
p.  179,  1.  6763.     **  ^aune  spak  Florippe,"  Ac.      In  the  Provenjal  version  Floripns 

joins  Ferutnbras  in  begging  Charles  to  spare  her  father^s  life  and  in  entreating 

Balan  to  consent   to  be  baptised.      In  the  Sowdone  there  is  no  mention  of 

either  of  them  interfering  either  for  or  against  their  father, 
p.  179,  1.  6772.     "  on  what  londe  fat  he  lende; "  in  whatever  country  he  might 

settle, 
p.  180,  1.  6809.     '*  sysst;"  seest.,    A  form  invented  metri  gratia,     Syxt  occurs  in 

Wright's  Popular  Treatises  on  Science,  p.  134,  and  in  the  Castel  of  Lout,  1.  8. 
p.  180,  1.  6816.     "  &  hot  if  he  fanne  wold  take  fullo3t."     French  text  :— 

"  Et  se  il  ne  puet  estre  4  oeste  fois  mat^s." 
p.  180,  1.  6819.     "  fat  man."     French  text  adds,  "  Ce  est  .i.  vis  diables." 
p.  180,  1.  6821.     '^  30  aboute  goes ;  "  yon  are  labouring  in  vain,  lit.  going  in  a 

circle, 
p.  181,  1.  6827.     "  wy|>  wilde  hors  ;  "  with  savage  horses.     Hors  is  here  plural, 

as  shown  by  the  form  of  the  adjective, 
p.  181,  p.  6836.     "  skeer ;  "  safe,  free  from.     So  in  Wright's  Bsligious  Songs,  iv. 

78  :  "  of  blisse  ^e  beof  sleereJ'* 
p.  181,  1.  6840.     "  no3t  worJ>  a  flye."     This  expression  has  occurred  before,  see  1. 

4930.     It  also  occurs  in  Chaucer,  Canons  Yeomans  Tale,  1.  1160  :    "Or  some 

what  else,  was  nat  worth  aflyt,^^   Compare  1.  437.    French  text : — "  Ja  ne  vaut 

Mahomet  .ii.  deniers  monnd^s." 
p.  181, 1.  6846.    "J>at  was  on  a  croys  y-don."   The  usual  expression  for  "crucified'* 

in  early  writers.     For  examples  see  Gesta  Eomanorum,  ed.  Herrtage,  p.  179  : 

"  j)ey  did  him  vppon  the  crosse,  and  spette  on  his  face  ;  "  Myrc's  Instructions  to 

Parish  Priests,  p.  14,  1. 437  ;  Lonelicirs  Holy  Gi^ail,  ed.  Fumivall,  xlix.  313,  &c. 

•*  To  do  on  crosse ;  Crucifigere,"  Cathol  Anglicum, 
p.  181,  1.  6847.     "  y  nolde  3yue  a  pyse ; "  I  would  not  give  a  pea.      Pyss  or 

pese  is  a  perfectly  correct  singular  form  (Latin  pisum)  :  the  ^InrsilB  pesen,  peses^ 

are  frequently  met  with  :  see,  for  instance,  P.  Plowman,  C.  ix.  307 :  '^  of  benes 

and  of  pesesJ^     A  similar  expression  to  that  in  the  present  line  occurs  in  P. 

Plowman,  0.  ix.  166,  '*  sette  peers  at  a  pese,'^  accounted  Piers  at  the  value  of  a 

pea ;  t.  e,  set  him  at  naught.     See  note  to  1.  6442. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


N0TK8  TO  pp.  181 — 182,  U.  6849 — 5883.  229 

p.  181,  I.  5849.  "  on  my  lyue."  Here  we  have  the  Northern  adverb  otirlyue, 
alive,  daring  life.     See  Introduction. 

p.  181,  L  6857.     "  for  no  pray  ;  "  for  no  entreaty. 

p.  182, 1.  5877.  '*  anentea  ^ilke  neode ;  *'  with  respect  to  this  necessary  condition, 
t.  e.  of  his  ^ving  his  assent. 

p.  182,  L  5879.  "J)e  melkis  fom."  We  have  already  had  this  expression  at 
1.  3956. 

p.  182,  1.  5881.  "  e3ene  graye,"  Ac.  In  the  French  text,  1.  2014,  Floripas  is 
described  as  having  ^'  les  ex  vair$  et  rians  pins  d*un  faucon  mu^,'*  while  in  the 
Destruction  of  Rome^  1.  256,  we  read — '*  Les  ves  avoit  plus  noirs  que  falcon 
inontenier."  So  Chaucer  (?)  writes,  '*  Hiseyen  graie  as  is  a  faucon/'  where  the 
original  French  is  vers,  Romaunt  of  the  Eo$e^  546.  In  Sir  Eglamour^  1.  861, 
we  read  of ''  eyen  grey  as  crystalle  stone,**  from  which  Malone,  in  his  Shakspere^ 
iv.  118,  edit,  of  1821,  conjectured  that  the  tenn  meant  what  we  now  call  a 
blue  eye.     Thus  in  Venus  and  Adonis^  L  482,  we  have — 

*'  Her  two  blue  windows  Mntly  she  upheaveth," 
while  at  1.  140  the  eyes  of  Venus  are  said  to  be  ^^  grey  and  bright.**     In  the 
present  instance  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  colour  intended.     ^  Oeil  verd, 
a  groy  oye."    Cotgrave,  **  browee  bent*'    See  note  to  1.  4435,  "  3ealwe  traces ;  ** 
fair  tresses.     So  Chaucer,  Knighte's  Tale^  191 : — 

**  Hire  ^Uve  heer  was  browded  in  a  tresse.^* 
"  y-trent ;  **  perhaps  plaited  or  curled. 

p.  182, 1.  5882.     **  Ech  her  ;  **  each  (every)  part  of  them,  t.  e,  of  her  tresses. 

p.  182, 1.  5883.  *'  tretys ;  **  slender  and  long.  Cotgrave  has :  "  Traictif  nez  traicHf 
A  pretty  long  nose,  a  nose  of  a  graceful  length.  Traictis,  isse^  whence 
TraicOsses  mams;  long  and  slender  hands."  "iantail,**  ^*  Gentil.  comely, 
sightly,  pretty,  neat,  well-fashioned,  goodly,  faire,**  Cotgrave,  "  pure  fetys  ;  ** 
perfectly  well-proportioned,  elegant.  ^*Faictis,  isse,  neat,  feat,  comely,  handsome, 
proper,  well-made,  well-featured,  well  set  together,**  Cotgrave. 
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Pr.  (or  pt,)  f.  =:  present  (or  past)  tense^  3  pers.  sing, 
Pr.  (or  pt,)  pi  =  present  (or  past)  tense,  3  pers.  pi. 
References  starred  a/re  to  the  "  original  draught  J* 


A,  47/1282,  ac{)\  one. 

A,  101/3180,  adj.  aU, 

A,  134/4307,  prep.  on. 

A,  passim,  pron.  lie, 

Aan,  24/594,  adv.  on. 

Abatayld,   134/4310,   pp.   embattled, 

fortified. 
Abettb,  180/6816,  v6,  aid,  asedst, 
Abibst,  169/5474,  2  i>r,  as  fut.  «.  ehalt 

Buffer  for,  shalt  pay  for. 
Abioget,  41/1063,  vh.  pay,  suffer  for  it. 
Abode,  67/1985,  pt  pi.  delivered,  told. 
ABOW3,   107/3390.     AB03EDE,  69/2070, 

pt.   s.   leant,    stooped.     Ab(^e,  95/ 

^72,  pp. 
Abo^,  19/488,  pp.  bought,  paid  for. 
AB03TB,  98/3072,  pt.  pi.  paid,  made  a 

return  for.     See  Abye. 
Abude,  63/1833,  vh.  deliver,  tell.  Abust, 

63/1844,  2  pr.  s.  A.8.  abeodan, 
Abtod,  3/74,  PP'  built,  constructed, 
A-BYB,  4/107,  vb.  pay  for,  suffer  for. 
Ao,  2/49,  conj.  but. 

AooRDED,  130/41 68,  \p<.  pi.  became  re- 
conciled.    **  To  Acorde ;  vhi  to  make 

frende."     Cath.  Anglicum, 
AC0TJPI3)E,  66/1694,  pt.  pi  struck,  en- 

countred, 
AcQUiTE,  30/713,  vh.  repay,  requite. 
A-FEEB,   13/387,  vh.  frighten,   terrify, 

Affeeest,  30/722,  2  pr.  s. 


Affebrede,  173/5565,  pt.  pL  distanced. 

Afferrom,  68/1674,  ctdv,  from  afar,  far 
off. 

Affied,  32/756,  pt.  s.  relied,  trusted. 
Fr.  affier, 

Afforn,  41/1080,  prep,  before. 

Affrount,  59/1689,  adv.  face  to  face, 
in  line. 

AFFTJiiLED,  105/3336,  pp.  killed,  felled. 

Afonge,  46/1237,  vh.  receive,  meet  with. 

Afri^te,  6/138,  pp.  fHghtened,  afraid. 

Afterwart,  6/63,  adv,  after  this,  after- 
wards. 

A-GAN,  76/2306,  pt.  gone,  past. 

Agaste,  107/3410,  pp.  firightened. 

Agrise,  106/3370,  Agryse,  64/1641,  vh. 
be  frightened.    A.S.  agrisan, 

A-KELE,  139/4492.  vh.  be  cooled.  "  To 
Kele ;  frigidare,  et  cetera ;  vbi  to  make 
calde.       CatK  Anglicum. 

Arer,  89/2770,  sh.  acre. 

Alacghe,  99/3098,  vh,  catch. 

AliDRE,  180/5802,  adj.  of  all.  Hure  aldre 
sy^tty  the  sight  of  them  all. 

Aled,  175/5663,  pp.  put  down,  pre- 
vented.    A.S.  alecgan. 

ALI3T,  55/1548,  pt.  pi.  alighted,  dis- 
mounted. 

Ali^te,  46/1261,  vh,  light. 

Alle  AiO)  SOME,  64/1513,  one  and  all, 
aU. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


QLOSSART. 


231 


AiXER-FEBST,  180/5793,  adv,  first  of  aU. 
Almy8«    64/1897,    sh.    alms,    deed    of 

charity. 
Al-onb,   7/50,   tulj,  alone,   singly,  by 

himself. 
Aloutb,  128/4089,  vh.  bow,  give  place, 
♦Ai.RE,  13/381,  adj\  of  aU.    Albb  most, 

77/2342,  most  of  all.    See  also  Aixeb, 

arid  AiDBX, 
Al8,  18/474,  cmj,  as.    AU  $o  harde  = 

as  hard. 
Alyes,    127/4078,    $h.    pi    associates, 

friends. 
Amaiede,    50/1377,    pp,    afraid,    dis- 
mayed. 
Amblerb,  11/344,  ab,  amble,  trot. 
Amendes,     54/1525,     sb,     reparation, 

amends.     See  Note 
Amendie,  65/1917,  vb,  make  satisfec- 

tion. 
Amerattnt,  21/532,  eb.  amiral,  emir. 
Amonqe,    7/209,   adv.   at  times;    o/te 

amovgey  constantly. 
Amojiwe,  78/2369,  adv.  in  the  morning. 
AMOUirrANCE,    174/56Q1,   sb.    amount, 

length. 
AMOUifTT,  93/2919,  vb.  paean,  amount 

to. 
AxAN,  4/1Q6,  ctdv.  at  once,  soon. 
Anbetttmekt,   78/2364,   sb.  abetting, 

helping. 
Anbuscgsthek),    34/812,   sb^    ambush, 

ambuscade. 
Ajo),  7/2Q0,  cot^'.  i£ 
ATOREsaEDB,  13Q/4155,  pt.  9.  sot,  placed 

himsel£ 
Aia)T7BlE)>,  1Q2/3217,  vb.  endure,  resist. 
Anextes,  182/5877,  prep,  concerning. 
Anoer,   102/3208,  sb.  trouble,  misfor- 
tune. 
Anortbb,  89/2766,  pt.  pi,  liarassed. 
ANOWiscJHOXTaB,  82/25Q0,  adj.  full  of 

anguish,  greatly  grieved. 
Anowys,  41/1080,  sb.  anguish,  pain, 
AiTHE^B,  46/1240,  adv.  in  haste,  speedily. 
Anlas,  175/5638,  sb.  a  kind  of  knife  or 

dagger,  usually  worn  at  the  girdle, 
Anokewarb,  26/622,  prep,  upon,  ^ong. 

See  also  AuNDWARD. 


AwPEYiTEDBM,  27/665,  pi.  s.  exerted 
himself.     AwPEYinr,  9^/3947,  imper. 

Antjye,  106/3352,  sb.  annoyance,  grief, 

AjKTjji/r,  48/1308,  sb.  anvil.    A.  S.  anfilt. 

A^NYBD,  12/364,  pp.  harassed,  troubled. 

Apaid,  9/271,  adj.  pleased,  satisfied. 

Aperceuspe,  31/739,  pt.  s.  perceived. 
Fr.  apercevoir. 

Apertely,     106/3359,     adv.     plainly, 

openly. 
Apl^t,  27/644.    Aply^t,  50/1898,  cwfe, 

indeed,  certainly. 
Appon,  21/546.     Oppon,  22/554,  prep. 

upon,  on,  over. 
Aqueynt,  104/3288,  pp,  extinguished. 
Arank,  142/4588,  adv.  in  a  line. 
Arab,  2/46,  pt.  s.  arose. 

Aratjndouit,  34/824,  adv.  at  fuU 
speed, 

ARAmx?,  25/60Q,  pt.  ph  aimed,  struck, 

A.d.  r^can. 
Arave,  143/4605,  <*dv,  in  ^  row,  in  f^ 

line. 
Aii^Y,  7/212,  sb.  condition,  state, 
Arbelaste,  101/3174,  sb,  cross-bowa 
Areohe,  35/854,  vb.  reach,  touch. 
Aredb,  20/508,  vb.  guess,  tell,  judge. 
Arere,  93/2896,  vb,  rear,  raise,  erect, 

Arerd,  7/210,  pt.  4. 
A-RESTE,  132/4242,  vb.  stop,  halt. 
Arbtte,  160/5174,  vb.  accuse,  ipipute, 

•*ToAritte;  (Mcrt6ere,tm|mtorc."  Caifi^ 

Anglicum. 
ARE3TB,    56/1597,   pi,   «.   struck.      Se$ 

ARAU3T. 
Arsoun,  107/3385,  sb.  saddle  bow. 
Arst,  28/675,  adv.  at  first,  before. 
AsARSiES,  94/2933,  interj.  to  arms.     Fr, 

aux  armes, 
A-a^Y^,  51/1425,  vb.  try,  endeayou^. 
Aao^B,  146/4713,  vb.  escape. 
Asc^iEDE,  30/7^,  pt.  s.  called  to. 
As^iA^B,  3/84,  pji.  sli^n. 
AsoTTp,   67/2007,   ac{f.  piad,   besotted, 

**  4ssotS,  sotted,  besotted,''  Cotgrave, 
A-SPYE,  68/2032,  vb.  enquire. 
ASPYE,  154/4966,  sb.  spy. 
AssE^E,  106/3348,  sb.  siege,  attack, 
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A-8TAUNCHB,  44/1179,  vh.  imp.  restrain, 
moderate. 

AsTE&UE,  97/3058,  vh,  perish,  die.  A.S. 
aateor/an, 

AsTO^E,  95/2971,  pt,  ascended,  mounted. 
A.S.  asl^gan. 

A-STREYBY,  117/3729,  adv.  A-8TBEYB)>, 
172/5532,  astray,  wild. 

A-STYNTE,  63/1842,  vb,  stop,  cease. 

ABTY3E,  157/5066,  pt.  climbed,  scaled. 
iSec  AsTX^B. 

Atend,  104/3280,  pt  set  alight. 

Atened,  4/114,  pt  annoyed,  vexed. 

ATEYims,  113/3612,  pt  exhausted.  The 
corresponding  French  word  in  this 
passage  is  estanciez.  "  Eetainct,  ex- 
tinguished ....  spent,  lost,  utterly 
penshed,"  Cotgrave.    See  also  Teynt. 

Attache,  140/4517,  vh.  1  pr.  ».  arrest. 

Attes,  36/881,  at  his. 

Atteynt,  11/333,  pp.  vanquished.  See 
Ateynte. 

A-TWYNNB,  20/622,  adv.  apart 

AuirowARD,  59/1694,  adv.  upon,  on  top 
(i     See  also  Anonbward. 

Atjntre,  3/89.  AuNTUBB,  53/1479,  eh. 
danger,  risk. 

AUALYNO,  39/984,  ah.  descent,  slope. 

AxTAirrAiLE,  26/624,  «6.  /S«j  Atjentaille. 

♦AUATTNCE,  17/448,  vh.  promote. 

Auaunted,  2/42,  pt  $.  praised,  puffed. 

AUAUNTWARDE,  163/4919,  sh.  van, 
front. 

Atjelde,  4/101,  ah.  yield. 

AUENTAILLE,    8/238.      The    moveable 

V  front  of  the  helmet  covering  the  face, 

through  which  the  wearer  respired : 

[         used  also  for  the  whole  of  the  front  of 

1         the  helmet 

AlTENTXJRE,  39/1003,  ah.  danger,  risk. 

AuONOE,  93/2904,  vh.  receive,  take. 

Auow.  62/1818,  ah.  vow. 

•  AvowEDED,  67/1983,  pp.  acknowledged, 
avowed  it. 

AUYNDE,  32/7o7,  1  pr.  a.  find  out,  dis- 
cover. 

AuYSE,  7/195,  vh.  consider,  reflect:  Ae 
wil  him  hetre  auyae,  he  will  think 
better  of  it,  be  more  carefuL 


Awe,   179/5779,   ah.   worship,   respect 

O.Icel.  o^t. 
AwOK,  43/1135,  recovered,  come  to  his 

senses. 
AwREKE,  49/1362,  vh.  avenge. 
Aychs,  162/5248,  ah.  ash-tree. 
Aye,  15/408,  ah.  awe ;  stonde\t  aye=:stand 

in  awe  of.     See  Note.     See  Awe. 
Ay^er,   145/4659,  pron.  each,   either; 

hur  ayYeTy  each  of  them. 
AXETH,  43/1124,  pr.  a.  enquires,  asks.      ^ 
A^E,  27/647.     A3EN,  4/100.     A3Y,  30/ 

724,  adv.  again,  against. 

Bad,  123/3947,  pt  a.  begged,  asked; 

had  a  hone,  made  a  prayer. 
Baile,  45/1211,  ah.  confinement,  prison. 
Bakouns,  87/2696,  ah.  pi.  pigs,  hogs. 
Baiaunsyng,  103/3243,  ah.  thiowing  of 

darts,  &c. 
Bale,  36/903,  ah.  captivity. 
Bame,   20/511,  ah.  balm.    Fr.  haume; 

Lat  haUamum. 
BAiTEy  3/86,  ah.  ruin,  destruction. 
Banne,  168/5424,  vh.  summon  together. 
Bar,  17/448,  pt  a.  bore,  carried. 
Bar  of,  23/572,  pt  a.  warded  off. 
Barers,  146/4668.    Barrers,  145/4688. 

Barres,   145/4679,   ah.  pi.   bai-riers, 

rampart.     **A  Barras.     Antemurak, 

vaUum.**     Cath.  Anglicum, 
Barnaqe,  106/3364,  ah.  nobles,  barons. 
Barnee,  50/1373,  ah.  children,  men. 
Barnye,  100/3160.    Baronyb,  2/48,  ah. 

barons. 
Ba-sclawe,  6/179,  pt  for  he  a-adawt, 

be  slain. 
Batail,  169/5453,  ah.  battalions,  divi- 
sions. 
Batedede,  32/749,^.  a.  abated. 
Baylye,  135/4333,  ah.  orders,  command. 
Be-bled,  50/1380,  pt  covered  with  blood. 
Bede,  59/1709,  pt  bidden,  ordered. 
Beer,  3/64,  pt  a.  bore,  carried  away. 
Behete,  50/1402,  pt  a.  promised. 
Belay,  5/134,  pt  a.  besieged,  beset 
Beleue,  106/3345,  vh.  to  leave  off,  desist 

fromi    A.S.  hUce/an. 
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Be-leue,   154/4974,   1  pr,  pi  remain, 

sure  left. 
Bb-leued,  120/3849,^.  neglected,  left 

undone. 
Belbtn,  34/805,  pp,  beset,  surrounded. 

See  also  Belay. 
BelypJ»,  51/1437,  pr.  ».  believes. 
Bemene,  116/3724,  vb,  lament,  bemoan. 

A.S.  btmaenan, 
Be-nome,  175/5642,  pp,  taken,  deprived. 
♦Bbo,  22/548,  pp.  been. 
Beode,  62/1825,  pt.  pi  delivered,  told. 

A.S.  beodan, 
Bebd,  23/571,  eb,  beard,  chin. 
Bebe,  45/1201,  8b,  cry,  lamentation. 
**  Who  mmkia  sich  a  here.** 

'Jowntey  Mnt  100. 

Bebst,  99/3109,  pr,  2  ».  bearest,  be- 
havest. 

Bespeken,  110/3509,  pr,  pi  consult, 
talk  over.  '*  30  habbe)'  a-mong  ^u 
bispeke  J>at  ilome."  —  Mctrtyrdom  of 
Thomas  Beket,  ed.  Black,  919. 

Bestade,  90/2800,  pt,  seized,  overcome. 

Be-steete,  146/4716,  pp,  beset  (?). 

Be-swykb,  130/4164,  vb,  deceive.  A.S. 
bisvn'can. 

Bet,  34/830,  adv,  better,  faster. 

Betake,  33/763,  sb,  hand  over  to,  give 
up. 

BETAU3TE,  76/2316,  pt,  s,  commended 
him  to. 

BE-T03B,  141/4539,  pp,  strongly  clad. 

Be-trapfedb,  117/3731,  pt,  pi,  sur- 
rounded, beset. 

Betbendb,  125/4006,  vb,  surround,  en- 
circle. 

Bbtbett^ede,  70/2105,  pt,  s.  betrothed, 
pledged  himsolf  to. 

Bb-vaptd,  97/3037,  pp,  thoroughly 
beaten.    See  Note. 

Beynb,  27/661,  pron,  both.     See  Note. 

BiL,  86/2654,  sb.  trout.  Boh  and  bil^ 
back  and  front. 

Bileue,  34/829,  sb.  belief,  faith. 

Bi-tH),  28/679,  pt,  s,  befell,  happened, 

BrroK,  157/5075,  pt,  s,  «pve,  committed. 
Set  also  Betake  ami  Bytok. 

Blan,  57/1626,  pt.  s.  stopped,  halted. 


Blab,  86/2648,  sb,  sound,  blast 

Bleb,  49/1360,  sb,  countenance,  colour. 

A.S.  bleo, 
Blbnohe,  122/3914,  sb,  turn  aside.  A.S. 

blencan, 
Blerest,  2(ilb(il,  2  pr,  s,  blindest,  to 

blear  one*.s  eye,  to  deceive  him.     See 

Note. 
Blessed,  8/256,  pt,  s,  blessed,  signed 

with  the  cross. 
Bletnte,  35/838,  pt,  s,  turned,  inclined. 

See  Blekche. 
♦Blip,  91/2837.  Blyt,  39/1002.  Blytte, 

70/2087,  adv,  at  once,  quickly. 
BoBAUNCB,  13/383,  sb.  boasting. 
BoK,  86/2654,  sb,  back. 
Bon,  25/617,  sb,  bone.    A.S.  bdn. 
Bone,  84/2583,  sb,  prayer. 
Bob,  21/545,  sb.  boar. 
BoBOEYS,  16/444,  sb,  burgess,  citizen. 
BoBWOH,  61/1767,  sb,  town. 
B08SCHE,  93/2887,  sb,  bush,  wood. 
Bot,  24/589,  pt,  s,  bit,  cut. 
BoT  IF,  10/318,  unless,  except. 
Bote,  14/401,  sb,  message. 
BOTTN,  124/3986,  adj,  bound. 
BouBE,  49/1336,  sb,  chamber. 
B03,  61/1761,  pt,  s,  stooped,  bent. 
B03E-DBA3TE,  97/3040,  sb,  bow-shot. 
B03E-8CHOT,  3/90,  sb,  bow-shot. 
B03TE8T,  43/1153,  2pt,  8,  didst  redeem^ 

buy. 
Bbaid,  70/2099,  pt,  s,  started  up. 
Bbaide,  99/3122,  sb,  rush,  sally.     See 

also  Bbayde. 
Bbake,    103/3263,  sb,    bo^es  of   brnke^ 

cross-bows.     See  Note. 
*Bband,  23/580,  sb.  sword.   See  Bbond. 
Bbayde,  28/684,  sb.  charge,  rush,  mo- 
ment, of  time ;  68/2008,  sudden  fate. 
Bbed,  4/103,  sb,  broEuL 
Bbede,  59/1688,  sb,  breadth. 
Bbeooubdel,  80/2448,  sb.  middle,  waist; 

lit,    the   waist-band ;    **  Brygyrdyll. 

Lumbare^  renale.**    Prompt,  Parv, 
Been,  154/4962,  vb,  impr,  bum. 
Bbennyno,47/1  263,  adj.  burning.  Bben- 

NYN0E8T,  74/2236. 
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Bbent,  12/371,  pp:  burnt 

Brbste,  30/719,  vb.  buret  out 

Bbiooewabd,  59/1700,  $b,  keeper  of  the 
bridge ;  112/35,  watoh  on  the  bridge. 

Bboohyno,  115/3657,  pr,  p.  spurring. 

Bbod,  123/3941,  adj,  broad,  wide. 

Broke,  110/3484,  vb,  ei^'oy,  possess. 
A.S.  brUkan, 

Brond,  29/684,  8b,  sword. 

Brondb,  74/2236,  eb,  brand.. 

Brussohet,  34/800,  $b,  thicket,  un^- 
wood.  **  Brusc,  Butchers-bromue, 
Pettigree,  knee-holme,  knee-hulver 
(a  shrub)."    Cotgrave. 

Brust-bon,  57/1623,  sb,  breast-bone. 

Brustes,  41/1072,  ab,  pi,  breast,  chest. 

Brymly,  21/545,  adv,  fiercely. 

Brynye,  85/2614,  96/3024,  sb,  cuirass. 
See  Note. 

Brytasqes,  105/3315,  sb.  pi,  battle- 
ments. "  Bretesque^  a  port,  or  portall 
of  defence,  in  the  rampire,  or  wall  of 
a  towne.'*     Cotgrave. 

BucHYMENT,  34/798,  ab,  ambush. 

BUDE^  46/1235,  pr.  s,  oflfers. 

BuLDE,  78/2377,  vb,  build,  erect. 

BuRDE,  70/2095,  ab.  maiden. 

BusKY,  170/5500,  vb,  get  ready,  pre- 
pare. 

Bute,  122/3895,  pt.  pi,  beat. 

BujjE,  4/100,  pr,  pi,  are. 

Bydyng,  126/4026,  ab,  delay,  remaining 
here. 

By-go,  68/2013.  Bygone,  77/2342,  pp. 
ruined,  deceived. 

By-gon,  108/3429,  pp,  overrun,  covered. 

By-gynt,  24/602,  pr,  a,  begins. 

By-lafte,  56/1595,  pt.  pi,  remained, 
were  left. 

By-leyn,  139/4483,  pt,  besieged,  beset. 

Byloke,  71/2127,  vb,  look  after,  take 
care  of. 

By-nyme,  179/5773,  vb,  take  away, 
deprive. 

By-nyJ»E,  56/1607,  prep,  below,  under. 

By-stole,  121/3878,  pt,  stolen,  escaped. 

Bytok,  178/5748,  pt,  a.  commended, 
wished  himself  with.  Bytokb,  108/ 
3413,  entrusted,  gave  in  charge. 


Oaoohb,  161/5185,  vb.  take  up,  recover. 

Oalt,  59/1699,  pr.  a,  call. 

Oammus.  138/4437,  adj,  flat.  <*  Heaimua. 
That  hath  a  oamoyse  nose  crooked 
upwarde."  Oooper,  Theaaurm,  1684. 
/SccNote, 

Can,  110/3611,  pr.  1  a.  know. 

Carp,  32/743,  pt  a.  oui 

Carfitl,  42/1115,  adj.  fvM  of  care, 
troubled. 

Cas,  28/679,  ab.  chance. 

Cast,  49/1368,  ab.  meaning,  intention. 

Cast,  59/1710,  pp.  determined,  settled. 

Catel,  178/5745,  ab.  property,  goods. 

Ca^te,  95/2982,  pt,  pi,  caught,  cap- 
tured. 

Cerke,  80/2449,  ab,  shift,  chemise.  A.S. 
aerce,  ayrce, 

Chaffar,  139/4467,  ab,  merchitndise, 
goods. 

Chalangie,  98/3062,  vb,  claim,  seize. 
**To  Chalenge;  vendtcarc*'  Calk. 
Anglicum, 

Chambebebe,  46/^238,  f(.  m^id,  at- 
tendant. 

Chaste,  67/1993,  vb,  impr,  chastise 
punish. 

Chauceobe,  175/5631,  ab.  hose  of  maiL 

Checke,  25/615,  ab.  cheek. 

Chekbon,  175/5650,  «6.  jawbone  cheek- 
bone. 

Chel,  101/3194,  ab.  throat  A.S.  ceole  ; 
O.Dutch,  kele, 

Chebe,  11/346,  ab,  face;  ^wm^  eyes. 

♦Chillb,  14/389,  for  ich  wUh  =  I  wilL 

Chiluelabie,  2/46,  ab,  knights. 

Chyke,  25/615,  ab.  cheek. 

Chyke,  135/4331,  ab.  chick,  bird. 

Chymenay,  74/2232,  ab,  fire-place.  See 
Note. 

Chyne,  7/212,  vb,  gape,  open.  A.S. 
cenan, 

Clepedb,  7/216.  Clipbdb,  6/142,  pt,  a, 
called.    A.S.  deopian. 

Clew,  165/5339,  pt,  a.  tore,  clawed. 

Clos,  156/5023,  ab,  enclosure. 

Cloub,  6/179,  pt.  cut  down. 

Clottt,  37/906,  ab.  piece  of  doth. 
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Cloute,    171/5507,    vh.    strike,  Ipiock 

about. 
Clowe,   17/463,  vb.  Peat  away,  ward 

off. 
Glyitob,  82/2524,  vb,  pine  away.    A.Sw 

dingan. 
Clypbde,  32/752,  pt,  s.  called,     A.a 

deopian. 
Clytje,  66/1901,  vb.  cling. 
CoLBLAK,  34/807,  adj.  coal-black. 
CoLOUB,  179/5761, 8b,  excuse,  argument 
CoNSAiL,  90/2784,  $b,  concealment. 
CoKSAiLEBy  69/2052,  sb.  councillor. 
CONSELYNOGE,  61/1790,  j)r.|).  in  council, 

consulting. 
CoPLES,  48/1328,  8b,  pi,  beams,  joists. 
CoRAious,     15/414,     adj.    courageous, 

brave. 
CoKNEL,   175/5627,   sb.  circlet  of  gold 

round  a  helmet. 
Ck)BS,  18/473,  $b,  course  ;  cor8  of  werre 

=  a  warlike  charge. 
CoRS,  10/303,  8b,  course. 
CoRTEYST,  48/1298,  adj.  most  courteous. 
CoRTOYSE,  67/1974,  adj.  gentle. 
CosNEDE,  58/1683,  pt,  8.  cost. 
Cost,    55/1552,    8b.    country,     region. 

Compare  **  they  prayed  him  that  he 

would  depart    out    of  their  coasU." 

Matt  viii.  34. 
CosTREL,  29/510,  8b.  a  small  wooden 

bottle.      **  A  Costrelle  ;    one/erum^  et 

cetera  ;  ubi  a  flakett.**    Cath.  Anglicum. 
CoTE-ARMURE,    22/552,    8b.    an    upper 

garment  worn  over  the  armour,  and 

generally  ornamented  with  armorial 

bearings. 
CouiTDYE,  166/5375,  vb.  conduct,  guide. 
OoTTPES,  76/2297,  aft.  pi.  cupa 
CouTHE,  79/2403,  pt.  8.  knew,  under- 
stood. 
ComrNE,  46/1227, 8b.  design,  conspiracy. 
Co  WART,  24/693,  8b.  cowardly  fellow. 
COYE,  76/2286,  adj.  quiet,  still.     **  Coy. 

Quiet,  still,  husht"   Cotgrave. 
CoYONAGE,  170/5481,  8b.  coinage. 
CoYPHE,  36/898,  8b.  skull-cap. 
Craochede,  178/5753,  pt.  a.   smashed, 

broke. 


Craft,  163/5253, 8b.  apparatus,  baggage. 

Crabs,  85/2604,  vb.  crack,  break. 

Creattnoe,  12/358,  8b.  renown,  reputa- 
tion. 

Cbbaunt,  21/533,  adj.  recreant 

Crbp,  173/6557,  pt.  pi.  passed. 

Cristente,  12/364,  8b.  Christendom. 

CROLLp,  49/1354,  adj.  curled,  curly. 
**  With  lokkes  crulle  as  they  were 
leyd  in  presse."  Chaucer,  C.  T.  Pro- 
logue 81.     Dutch  Krolle,  a  curl. 

CroYcede,  152/4913,  pt.  8.  crossed, 
blessed,  made  the  sign  of  the  cross. 

CROY3,  13/376,  8b.  cross. 

Cure,  55/1548,  sb.  charge,  business. 

CUSSEDE,   70/2112,  pt,   pi.      KUSSEDEN, 

71/2032.    CuBT,  157/5081,  pt.  8.  kissed. 

Dadest,  153/4944,  2  pt.  8.  didat,  hast 
done. 

Dale,  64/1890,  8b.    ? 

Dame,  74/2225,  8b.  draughts.    See  Note. 

Dawes,  144/4631,  8b.  pi.  days. 

Daye,  33/777,  1  pr.  8.  die.  Daye|?, 
178/5738,  pr.  8.  Daiede,  iH/2928. 
Datde,  84/2581,  pt.  8. 

Deablet,  142/4569,  8b.  P  devil. 

Debat,  106/3348,  8b.  fighting,  quarrel- 
ling. "Debate;  con^ew^io,  &c."  Cath, 
Anglicum, 

Dede,  24/695,  8b.  death. 

Dedeyngnede,  II  1^9,  pt.  8.  disdained. 

Deel,  118/3776,  8b.  lamentation.  O.Fr. 
doel.    See  DUL. 

Deel,  28/669.  ^  Del,  2/44,  8b.  share, 
part     A.d.  deel, 

Deere,  79/2395,  vb.  hurt,  affect  A.S. 
derian, 

Deke,  155/5010,  8b.  ditch,  moat. 

Delede,  150/4849,  pt.  8.  divided,  shared. 

Delfolly,  8/232,  adv.  mournfully. 

Demembred,  158/6092,  pt.  dismem- 
bered, torn  limb  from  limb. 

Demeyne,  13/382,  adj.  simple,  lowly. 

Dente,  26/617,  8b.  blow,  stroke. 

Dentee,  83/2545,  8b.  pleasing  smelL 

Depardieux,  98/3061 ,  exdam.  by  God. 

Departede,  175/5645,  pt.  pi.  separated. 
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Derb,  157/5070,  sb.  harm,  hurt. 
Dere,     63/1852,    adj.    dear,    predous, 

19/488,  adv. 
Dereyne,  9/265,  vb.  challeng[e,  claim. 

**  Desrener.    To  dereine ;  to  justifie  or 

make  good."     CJotgrave. 
Derre,  17/451,  2pr.  s,  dare. 
Deuys,  66/1969,  sb.  plan,  suggestion. 
Diffye,  4/106,  1  pr,  s,  defy,  challenge. 
DiscoLOURiD,     41/1079,    pp.    without 

colour. 
DiscouMFiT,  89/2773,  «6.  defeat. 
DiSPiTOUSLY,  67/1985,  adv.  insolently. 
Di8Pi:3TE,  17/457,  ab,  contempt. 

DiSPOILLED,  182/5879,  pt  8.     DiSPOILY, 

177/5714,  vb.  undress,  strip. 
DiSTAUNCE,    65/1913,    sb,    contention, 

dispute.    See  Ueata  Bomanorum,  Glos- 
sary. 
DiSTRYED,  12/365,  pp.  destroyed. 
D13TE,  4/119,  vb.  prepare,  dress,  7/214, 

pt,  8.    A.S.  dihtan. 
Do,  7/217,  vb,  imp.  cause,  see. 
DOGOEDLICH,  47/1289,  adv.  doughtily, 

bravely.     See  Ijojtilich. 
DOL,  76/2288,  8b.  part.     A.S.  dcel.    See 

also  Deel  and  Del. 
Dolour,   72/2175,  sb.  pain,   suffering. 

Lat  dolorem: 
DONDE,  28/681,  vb.  be  done. 
Dossers,    49/1340,    sb.    pi.    curtains, 

hangings.     See  Prompt.  Parv.,  s.  v. 

Docere. 
DoTOUSE,  59/1699,  adj.  dangerous. 
Douce,  47/1269,  adj.  sweet,  dear. 
DOUTE,  127/4057,  vb,  fear,  be  afraid  of. 
DoUTE,  64/1899,  sb.  danger. 
D03TILICH,     15/420,     adv.     doughtily, 

bravely. 
DojTY,    17/458,    adj,    brave,    valiant. 

D03TYERE,  21/531,  ccmp.   DoiTYESTE, 

52[1448,  Super.    A.S.  dyhtig. 
DojTYiassB,     101/3197,    sb,     bravery, 

daring. 
Drapreye,  138/4457,  sb.  cloth. 
Drast,  121/3887,  pt,  8.  durst,  dared. 
Draujt,  107/3392,  sb.  lift. 
Draujte,  29/703,  sb.  stroke. 


DrajT  briob,  66/1952,  sb,  draw-bridge. 
DrA3>,  6/192,  pr.  8.  draweth. 
Drecohe,  67/1997,  vb,    Dreochen,  56/ 

1602,  delay.     A.S.  dreccan. 
Drecchynge,  15/377,  sb.  delay. 
Drench,  50/1386,  sb,  draught,  drink. 
Drie,  82/2524,  vb.  die  of  thirst 
Dri^te,    2/49,   sb.    Lord,    God.      A.S. 

dryhten, 
Deogy,  59/1691,  vb.  draw,  drag. 
Dropede,  42/1103,  pt.  8,  grieved. 
DR03,  16/446,  1  pt,  8,  drew,  betook. 
Drurymode,    42/1103,    adv.   drearily, 

sadly. 
Druwerye,    79/2421,    sb,    sweetheart, 

lover. 
DuDEN,  3163,  pt.  s.  did,  caused;  duden 

hem  sUy  caused  them  to  be  slain. 
DuELLE,  27/648,  sb,  delay,  hesitation. 
DuL,   119/3791,  sb.    Dules,   119/3785, 

pi,  lamentation.     See  Deel. 
DuLFUL,  45/1201,  orfy.  doleful,  grievous. 
Dup,  123/3941,  adj.     Dupe,   46/1257, 

deep. 
DUPNISSE,  76/2312,  sb,  depth. 
Dure,   21/535,   vb,  last  against,  stand 

against. 
Dure,    128/4091,   adj.  dear,    precious, 

59/1715,  adv, 
DuRNELY,  136/4373,  adv.  secretly,  close- 
ly.    A.S.  dernet  dyme, 
DURYE,  134/4311,  vb.  live. 
DusscHED,     98/3068,   pt.    pi.    dashed, 

knocked.   Dust,  35/854,  pt,  s.   O.Icel. 

dusta, 
DwEL,  86/2646,  sb.  delay. 
Dyngen,  4/104,  vb,  dash,  pound. 
Dyuyii^  58/1663,  sb,  plan,  counsel.     Set 

also  Deuys. 
Dyuysed,  58/1672,  pp,  proposed. 

Eem,  8/261,  sb,  uncle. 
Eer,  3/65,  adv.  before,  already. 
Eft,  34/811,  adv,  again. 
Eft-sones,  156/5039,  adv,  again. 
Eged,  141/4541,  adj,  edged. 
Egrelich,  19/496,  adv,  closely,  eagerly. 
Elde,  110/3497,  sb.  age,  year&    Origin- 
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ally  age  simply,  but  afterwards  con- 
fined to  old  age. 
Embbouded,  22/553,  pp,  embroidered, 

worked  oyer. 
Enbataild,  58/1684,  pp.  embattled. 
Encenz,  83/2545,  sb.  incense. 
Enchaobdb,    93/2906,   pt    pi.    drove, 

hurried.    Fr.  enchasser. 
Enchakted,   130/4187,  pp,  persuaded, 

overcome. 
Enches,  104/3302,  sb.  pi,  incbes. 
Enoombre,  94/2942,  sb,  cause  trouble 

to,  harass. 
Endelonoes,   19/498,   adv,   all  along, 

down. 
Enfoeoe,  33/793,  vJ.  exert.  Enforcede, 

33/782,  pt,  3. 
EntvoieK   66/1959,  imper,  pi,  judge, 

sentence. 
Bnpaynede,  26/633,  pi,  s,  exerted. 
Enpayeede,  145/4691,  vb,  pt.  s.  became 

weaker,  failed. 
Eksebohe,      42/1093,     ub.     examine, 

inspect. 
Ensotnone,    91/2827,     eb.     excusing,  j 

prevarication.  , 

Entaille,    31/730,    sb,      Entaylle, 

31/745,  workmanship,  fashion. 
Entamt,    116/3699,    vb.    break,     cut 

through. 
Entemfbb,    6/164,   vb.   imp.   restrain, 

moderate. 
EntendiaK   111/3517,  pr.  pi,  attend, 

direct  their  attention. 
Enterlas,  28/679.  (?) 
Enteynte,  84/2590,  |)p.  affected,  weak- 
ened. 
Entkemetrie,  22/557,  vb.  interfere. 
Envy,  4/114,  sb.  insolence. 
Erber,  61/1773,  sb.  garden,  arbour. 
Ere,  155/5004,  adv.  ever. 
Erlich,  2/46,  adv.  early.    A.S.  earlice. 
EsOHEEKERE,  74/2224,  sb.  chess. 
ExTEREOHE,   5/140,   pron.  each,   every 

one. 
Eyhede,  31/735,  j9<.  s.  aimed,  endeav- 
oured. 
E^ENE,  37/907,  sb.  pi.  eyes. 


Pachoun,  74/2244,  sb.  sword.    See  Note. 

Facoun,  41/1074,  sb.  falcon,  hawk. 

Fale,  34/798,  adj.  many,  numerous. 

Fale,  63/1845,  sb.  fellow,  companion. 

FALSAR3,  38/966,  sb.  pi.  hand-bills.  See 
Note. 

Falurede,  116/3707,  sb.  company. 

Fanpe,  87/2683,  vb.  try. 

Fant,  22/548,  sb.  Fanston,  42/1083, 
font. 

Fare,  34/809,  vb.  to  go,  ride.  Fareth, 
74/2221 ,  imper.     A.8.  /aran. 

Fasoun,  41/1075,  sb.  fSashion,  appear- 
ance. 

Fauterel,  162/5235,  sb.  villain. 

Faujt,  86/2657,  pt.  s.  Fajt,  21/532, 
fought 

Fawe,  43/1150,  adj.  happy,  satisfied. 
FA3E,  10/308,  adv.      A.S.  /aegen. 

Fayn,  66/1951,  ac{j.  pleased,  happy. 

Fee,  10/305,  sb.  reward;  179/5773, 
property,  money  paid  by  vassals :  in 
fee,  54/1527,  as  a  vassal. 

Feer,  12/329,  adj.  Fere,  15/414,  proud, 
fierce. 

Fel,  64/1891,  sb.  skin.  A.S./cl.  Lat. 
pdlem. 

Felawe,  5/150,  sb.  companion,  associ- 
ate.    O.Icel.  felagi. 

Felde,  35,  841,  pt.  s.  moved,  bent. 

Felle,  16/428,  adj.  daring,  fierce. 

Feed,  34/832.  Ferde,  3/85,  sb.  com- 
pany, followers.  A.S.  ferd,  fyrd. 
Su  also  Fered,  Ferede,  and  Furde. 

Ferde,  113/3598,  pt.  s.  fered,  A.S. 
/aran. 

Feren,  8/258,  sb.  pi.  companions.  A.S. 
ge/era. 

Ferete,  75/2254.  Fertee,  134/4307,  sb. 
strength,  valour.  **  Fiereti.  Fierce- 
nesse,  boldness,  stoutnesse,  mettle," 
&C.     Cotgrave. 

Perlich,  35/842,  adv.  fiercely. 

Ferly,  30/716,  adj.  wonderftil,  fearful. 

Fermte,  71/2113,  vb.  confirm, 
strengthen. 

Ferred,  114/3625,  pp.  distanoed|  far 
from. 
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Fettb,  46/12t50,  vb.  fetch,  bring. 

Fetys,  182/5883,  adj.  neat,  well-propor- 
tioned. 

FejjME,  76/2312,  sb,  fathoms. 

Feye,  80/2430,  adj\  accursed,  cowardly. 
A.S.fcege,  which  means:  (1)  doomed, 
(2)  dead,  (3)  accursed,  (4)  cowardly. 
See  Orein,!.  274. 

Fetntyse,  127/4073,  sh,  cowardice. 

FiEB,  15/409,  adj.     See  Feee. 

Fleaito,  88/2740,  pr,  p,  flying.  The 
northern  form  of  tne  present  participle : 
cf.  L  2736  above. 

Flechs,  139/4493.  Flehs,  138/4440, 
sb,  flesh. 

Flen,  55/1674,  vb,  Fleo,  14/400,  t*. 
flee.  Fleoyno,  88/2736,  pr.  p.  fly. 
A.S.  fle(m. 

Flet,  134/4311,  pr.  s.  flows,  runs. 

Flettb,  35/853,  sb.  ground,  the  flat. 

Fli^,  31/731,  pt.  8.  flew. 

Flittb,  156/5028,  vb.  stir,  move. 

Floxjb,  101/3184,  8b.  palm,  prize. 

Flowen,  35/855,  pt.  pi  FLO3EN, 
57/1620,  fled. 

Flyte,  137/4420,  vb.  fight,  quarrel 

FoL,  44/1170,  adv.  full,  very. 

FoL,  22/563,  adj.  foolish.    Fr.  fd. 

FoLGHEDE,  61/1761,  pt.  $.  followed. 

FoLLOHT,  41/1047,  baptism.  Follojt, 
14/397,  8b.  A.S.  fulunJU.  See  Reliq. 
Antiq,  H.  243,  and  La^num,  36. 

FoLjYEA^  39/1001,  pr.  pi.  follow, 
pursue. 

FoN,  6/184,  sb.  pi,  foes,  enemies. 

Fond,  150/4849,  pt.  s.  foimd. 

Fond,  11/341,  vb.  venture,  try. 

FoNGE,  178/5739,  vb.  receive. 

Foe,  174/5589,  adj.  fore,  front. 

FoECHUEE,  22/551,  sb.  *' Fourcheure, 
f.  A  forkinesse,  or  forkednesse;  a 
forke-like  division,  or  cleaving;  also 
that  part  of  the  body  from  whence  the 
thiches  doe  part ;  (I  thinke  wee  call 
it  &e  Twist.)"    Cotgrave. 

F0ECHY8,  92/2881,  sb.  pi.  F0UBCHY8, 
95/2970,  ffallowB.  **  Fourche,  a  Forke, 
Pitch-forke,  or  Prong ;  also,  a  gibbet, 
or  paire  of  gallowes. '    Cotgrave, 


FoEOLETTE,    21/543,  vb.    cut   through, 

cleave. 
FoE-coMYN,  25/617,^.  cut  to  pieces, 

cut  through. 
FoEDEAWE,  62/1796,  vb.  sutj.  tear  in 

pieces. 
Foefaee;  12/318,  vb.  perish,  be  ruined. 
F0E-ONA3E,  43/1149,  vb,  devour. 
FoE-oo,   10/319,  vb.  lose.     Foeqone, 

84/2584,  pp. 
FoE-LETE,  47/1274,  vb.  lose,  forego. 
FoESAKE,  18/483,  vb.  fly  from,  avoid. 
FoET,  71/2146,  for  to,  to. 
Foe-Ijykk,   10/319,   2  pi.  pr.  repent, 

regret. 
FoEW,  116/3720,  sb.  furrow. 
FoE-WEElE^   90/2809,  pr.  pi.   become 

worn  out,  exhausted. 
F0E3,  174/5593,  sb.  lit.  furrow  ;  ground. 
F0E-3YFT,  178/5736,  sb.  forgiveness. 
F0E3YT,  89/2774,  pt.  8.  forgot 
Fo^EE,  26/641,  sb.  a  heavy  weight. 
FOYONEDE,   175/5640,  pt.  8.  thrust  at. 

O.Fr.  /oindre^  foigner,  to  feign,  mi^ 

a,  feint. 
F03T,  43/1127,  pp.  fought. 
Feayne,  40/1035,   sb.  ash.     '' Freme, 

an  ash  tree,"  Ootgrave.    Lat.  frax^ 

inus. 
Feayne,  45/1216,  vb.   ask^  question. 

A.S.  frignan,  pt.  t.  frcegn. 
Feechs,  86 '2664,  adj.  fresh,  new.    A.S. 

fersc. 
Feee,  17/466,  adj.  noble. 
Feeke,  4/113,  sb.  man.    A.S.  freca. 
Feome,    42/1104,    sb.  beginning;    atte 

/rome  =  at  first. 
Fey,  108/3441,  sb.  noble  maiden.    A.S. 

freOf  fre. 
Fro,  74/2237,  pt.  s.  feU. 
Ftjij),  107/3390,  pt.  s.  folded,  daaped. 
FuLDE,  117/3734,  |>«.  8.  felled,  knocked 

down. 
FULLAU3T,  178/5743,  sh.  bantism.     See 

FOLLOHT. 

Fully,  177/5697,  vb.  baptise.  Fulled, 

42/1084,  pp. 
FUE,  25/605,  sb.  Fye,  fire,  sparks. 
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FuRD,  57/1625,  «6.  ford. 

FiTEDE,  4/95,  $b,  ccanpany,  host.  See 
Febed,  Fheiede  and  Ferdb. 

FuRDE,  4/113,  pt,  s,  conducted,  behayed. 

FxjSTB,  65/1901,  sb.  fist.    A.S.  fast. 

FuTJRE,  4/101,  num,  four. 

FmrsoUN,  138/4457,  ah,  plenty,  quantity. 
Lat.  fusionem  from  fundert,  to  pour 
out. 

Fyede,  168/5443,  pt  $,  showed  con- 
tempt. 

Ftn,  60/1731,  sb,  payment. 

Fysaqe,  41/1079,  $b,  visage,  face. 

Gabeltwg,  46/1234,  sb.  vagabond,  ras- 
cal.    A.S.  gcedeling. 
Gale,  64/1889,  sb,  voice. 
Gaxwetre,  133/4269,  sb,  gallows. 
Galwys,  93/2896,  sb.  gallows,  gibbet. 
QAJSfy  Gun,  passim.     Used  as  auxiliaries 

of  tense;  thtts  gan  to  glyde  =:  did  glide. 
Gan,    37/910,    pt.    s,      GuK,    34/824. 

GUNNE,  37/938,  pt,  pi  began. 
Garkyment;,  50/1395,  sb,  pi.  dresses, 

clothes. 
Gas,  67/1975, 71/2145,  pr,  s,  goes,  walks. 
Gax,  .1807'5825,  pt,  s,  begat. 
Gate,  62/1801,  sb.  way.  road.    O.IceL 

gata. 
Geant,  59/1700,  sb.  giant. 
Gent,  27/646,  adj.  noble. 
Gentllerb,  175/5631,  sb,  armour  for 

the  knees. 
Gerdb,  38/947,  pt.  pt.   Gertb,  57/1618, 

pt.    s.    pierced,    cut,    struck.      A.S. 

yyrdaii. 
Gerse,  116/3693,  sb.  cut^  wound,  gash. 

**A  garse;  scara  ud  scaria.^*     Cath. 

Anglicum. 
Gerte,  24/601,  pt.  pi.  made,  caused. 
GERY30UN,  177/5693,  sb.  treasure. 
Glayxjes,    88/2728,   sb.  pi.      Gleues, 

145/4690.  GfLEYUES,  38/966.  Glyues, 

104/3275,  glaives :  weapons  made  of  a 

cutting  blade  at  the  end  of  a  pike  or 

staff. 
Glede,  74/2280,  sb.  a  live  coal,  red-hot, 

but  not  olazing. 
Glente,  12/356,  pi.  s,  glanced. 


Glod,  24/590,  pt.  s.  glided,  glanced. 

(Jlotouns,  120/3841,  sb.  pi.  villains. 
"  Glouton.  A  knave,  rascall,  filthie 
fellow,"  Ck)tgrave. 

QoBET,  25/614,  sb.  part,  piece. 

GoFFANOUN,  33/774j  sb.  flag,  pennon. 

Gome,  14/402,  sb.  131/4203,  sb.  pi.  man, 
creature. 

Gome,  60/1741,  sb.  care,  heed. 

GoN,  22/555,  vb.  go,  move. 

GoNDE,  64/1890.  (?) 

G0NEL8,  135/4345,  sb.pl.  long  gowns. 
*' Qofinelle.  A  whole  Petticote;  the 
bodies  &  skirts  being  joined  to- 
gether," Cotgrave.     **  Gonel.   Habil- 

lement  dliomme  et  de  femme, 

casaque  on  longue  cotte  qu'on  mettoit 
sur  farmure,  et  qui  descendoit  sur 
les  moUets.  Les  goneles  6toient  en 
soie  on  en  drap,  et  ^toient  blason- 
n^es.  Geoffrey,  fils  de  Fouiques-le- 
Bon,  Grand  Sen^chal  de  France,  eut 
le  sumom  de  grise-goneUe^  parce  qu'il 
portoit  ordinairement  sa  cassaque  de 
couleur  grise,"  Roquefort. 

G08T,  126/4038,  vb.  2  pr.  s.  goest ;  goest 
to  grounde^  wilt  be  ruined. 

G08T,  21/539,  sb.  spirit. 

Gradde,  35/858,  pt.  pi.  shouted,  cned. 
A.S.  grddan. 

Gratde,  90/2804,  pr.  ns  fut  s.  shall 
crow. 

Grame,  44/1182,  sb.  rage. 

Grame,  29/691,  vb,  be  vexed. 

Grab,  71/2035,  sb.  grace,  goodness. 

Gray>>B,  13/385,  vb.  imp,  Grey^E, 
52/1472,  get  ready,  prepare,  put  on. 
O.Icel.  grev^a. 

Gredb,  102/3225,  vb.  shout,  cry.  A.S. 
grcddan. 

Gresse,  60/1750,  sb,  grease,  £Eit. 

Grete,  106/3347,  sb.  cry. 

GrEtte,  55/1567,  pt,  s.  saluted,  cried  to. 

Grille,  73/2195,  vb.  suffer,  be  pained. 

*  Nu  icfa  mai  sinRO  tawar  ioh  wulle, 
Ne  dar  me  neuer  eft  mon  SKTuUe.** 
Owl  and  Nightingalet  ed.  Stratmann,  HID. 

Gropede,  50/1388,  pt.  s.  felt,  touched. 

Grot,  134/4313,  sb.  bit,  part 

Gkuxe,  93/2908,  adj.  great,  heavy. 
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Geymly,  21/o39,  adj,  grim. 

Grys,   87/2695,   «6.  pL  pigs.      O.IceL 

gresB.    ^^Qtna:  porcellus"    Cath.  An- 

glicum. 
Gryslioh,  7/201,  adj.  fearful,  dreadful. 
GuBD,  128/4117,  i><.«.    GuBT,  74/2248, 

struck,  smote.     See  Gerde. 
GuRDBLSTEDE,  69/1707,  «6.  waist,  belt. 
Gye|?,  153/4921,  pr,  a,  guides,  leads. 
Gynne,  135/4351,  eb.  plan,  stratagem, 

device,  machinery. 
Gynt,  84/2589,  pr,  «.  begins. 
Gyrfacouns,    60/1738,    ab,    pi,    large 

falcons. 
Gysarmes,  36/895,  sb,  pi,  battle-axes. 
Gyse,  54/1540,  ab,  manner,  way. 
Gytjes,  47/1272,  sb,  pi,  gyres,  fetters. 

Hab,  156/5042,  2  pr,  pi  have. 

Haberee,  8/236.  Hattberkes,  26/632, 
ab.  coat  of  mail. 

Haberions,  28/675,  ab,  pi,  breastplates, 
generally  of  mail  or  close  steel. 

Haohe,  59/1701,  ab.  battle-axe. 

Hakenay,  37/908,  ab,  hack  horse. 

Halberke,  Hattberkes,  26/632,  ab,  pi, 
coats  of  mail. 

Halp,  17/449,  pt,  a.  helped,  assisted. 

Hals,  8/249,  ab,  neck. 

Halt,  66/1602,  impera,  pr.  for  hcddeth, 
benefits,  is  of  advantage. 

Haltjendol,  103/3253,  ab.  half,  part. 

Hamward,  126/4030,  adv,  homewards. 

Han,  46/1237,  vb.  have,  receive. 

Hanne,  33/795,  adv.  hence. 

Hant,  51/1406,  ab.  hand. 

Ha  PIP,  57/1635,  pp.  happened,  befell. 

Hard,  15/423,  adj.  hardy,  brave,  daring. 

Hard,  122/3901,  ab,  hard  work,  diffi- 
culty. 

Harlot,  46/1234,  ab.  rascal,  low  fellow. 

Harnbys,  60/1748,  ab.  baggage,  accou- 
tremente.  **  Harnoia.  Armor,  har- 
nesse :  also  a  team,  cart  or  carriage,** 
Cotgrave. 

HarneyscheaI?,  94/2929,  vb.  imper.  arm, 
equip. 


Haunde,  86/2658,  ab.  pi  hands. 
Hauwsel,  59/1708,  ab,  beginning:  lit. 

the  first  money  received. 
Hebbe,  46/1248,  vb,  heave.    A.S.  hebban, 
Heb,  10/303,  pr,  they. 
Heel,  176/5651,  adj,  soimd. 
Hef,  11/340,  pt.  a.  raised,  lifted. 
Hefd,  164/5302,  ab.  head.    A.S.  hea/od. 
HefjjB,  33/791,  ab,  handle,  haft 
Help.,  43/1125,  vb.  imper,  hide,  conceal, 

cover.     A.S.  Jidan,  hil^n.     Hblede, 

115/3655,  pt.  a. 
Help,  4/99,  ab.    Helue,  5/159,  behalf, 

part. 

**  O  godes  ha^fs.'*  -Ormuluim,  &^ 

A.S.  heal/. 
Help,  138/4441,  ab.  (?) 
Hen,  147/4741 ,  adv.    Henne,  104/3285. 

Hennes,  30/713,  hence,  from  hence. 
Hende,  113/3616,  adv.  near. 
Hende,  33/784,  adj.  gentle,  kind. 
Hentb,  59/1722,  pt.  a.  seized. 
Heo,  paaaim.jpr.  she. 
Her,  49/1354,  ab.  hair. 
Herborghedb,  \^^lb2b\,  pt.pl.  lodged, 

encamped. 
Herburghes,  176/5689,  ab.  pi.  resting- 
place,  camp. 
Herm,    17/461,   ab.    Herme,   84/2668, 

iiyury,  hurt. 
Hermyb,  47/1295,  vb.  injure,  damage. 
Hert,  115/3661,  ab.  hart,  deer. 
Heste,  42/1094,  ab.  command,  order. 
Het,  41/1067,  pt.  a.  ordered;  151/4865, 

pt.  a.  named.    A.S.  hatan. 
Hetb,  89/2762,  ab,  occasion,  time. 
He^emen,  41/1053,  ab.  pi,  heathens. 
He^bnis.    73/2187,    ab,      He^enissb, 

4/121,  neathendom,  heathen  countries. 
Hettbd,  14/405,  a6.  head.  A.S.  hea/od. 
Heuede.  96/3004,  pt.  a,  heaved,  lifted, 

raised. 

Heyl,  30/712,  adj.  whole,  sound. 
Hb^b,  75/2283,  adj.  principal,  high. 
HB3EDB,     147/4731,    pt     a.    hurried, 

hastened,  hied. 
HEY3,  25/622,  adv.  high,  above. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


GLOSSART. 


241 


HiLUES,  144/4655,  $b,  handles,  hafts. 
HiB  EY|>ER,  24/601,  each  of  them. 
HijT,  44/1166,  pt.  s.  was  called,  was 

named.    A.S.  hatan, 
HijT,  47/1262,  pt  «.  ordered,  bade. 
H13T,  90/2782,  ah.  promised  happiness. 
IIOD,  165/5339,  ab.  HoDB,  35/843,  hood. 
HOL,  20/519,  adj.   HooL,  20/522,  whole, 

sound. 
Hold,  40/1026,  ah.  prison,  captivity. 
HoLDB,   84/2592,  acy.  faithful.      A.S. 

hold. 
HoiTD,  54/1523,  ah.  hound,  dog. 
Hope,  10/326,  1  pr.  a.  expect,  believe. 
HORB,  178/5725,  ah.  adultery  {?). 
HoRB,  5/154,  adj.  white-haired,  old. 
HoRBSONB,  68/2016,  ah.  bastard. 
Host,  95/2982,  ah.  haste. 
H08YN,  66/1941,  ah.  pi.  hose :  breeches 

or  stockings,  or  bom. 
HoTB^,  65/1925,   pr.  a.  bids,    orders. 

HoTEN,  152/4901,  pp. 
Hove,    103/3269,    vh.    remain,    stay. 

HouEDE,  140/4515,  pt.  a.    Hotjtnoe, 

122/3904,  pr.  p. 
HoUTE,     102/3225,     vh.    shout,     cry. 

'*Howtyn  or  cryyn.  Boo.**     Prompt. 

Parv. 
Howes,  155/4993,  ah.  pi.  hooks. 
H02E,   141/4539,   ah.   hurt,  harm.    See 

Note. 
HxTD,  50/1400,  pp.  hid,  hidden. 
HuGENTS,  2/51,  ah.  size. 
HULD,  6/178,  pt.  a.  held,  kept. 
HULLE,  119/3819,  ah.  hilL 
Humelioh;      69/2050,     adv.     gently, 

quietly. 
HuRD,  2/47,  pt,  a,  heard. 
HURE,  68/2035,  vh.  hear. 
HuRE,  7/215,  pron.  her,  it 
HxTRE,  10/303,  poaa.  pr.  their. 
HwYOH,  20/511,  pron.  which. 
Hye,  42/1106,  vh.  hasten,  hurry. 
Hyij>b,  57/1639,  vh.  skin ;  let  hem  hylde, 

cause  them  to  be  skinned. 
Htlp,  102/3208,  ah.  help,  assistance. 
Hylue,  138/4434,  ah.  haft,  handle. 

FERUMBBAS. 


Hymen,  pasaim.  these,  they,  them. 
Hynb,  178/5730,  ah.  pi.  servants. 
Hyre^  119/3794,  pr.  pi.  hear. 
Hywe,  24/604,  jj^.  pi.  hewed,  slashed. 
Hywe,  145/4665,  ah.  complexion.    A.S. 

heoWf  hiv). 
HY3T,  182/5873,  2pt.  a.  didst  promise. 

I-BOTENED,      6/166,     pp.      buttoned, 

fEistened. 
I-BBOOHED,  107/3389,  j>p.  pierced,  trans- 
fixed. 
In-buohed,    92/2879,   pp.    placed    in 

ambush. 
I-DI3TE,  55/1577,  pp.  prepared,  armed. 

A.S.  dihtan. 
Iherid,    42/1100,  pp.    praised.      A.S. 

herian. 
I-HOTE,  42/1087,  j?p.  named.  A.S. /tcrfan. 
Ileohe,  77/2336,  adj.  like. 
Ilee,  26/637,  adj.  same,  very. 
Ilyue,  62/1804,  vh.  believe,  credit. 
I-PAID,  60/1747,^.  satisfied,  paid. 
I-PijT,  83/2543,  pp.  placed,  fixed. 
I-SAMB,  70/2112,  adv,  together. 
♦I-8CHENT,  12/371,  pp.  destroyed. 
I-8W0NKE,    5/152,    laboured,    exerted. 

A.8.  avnncan. 
Iaeike,  116/3689,  ah.  a  defensive  upper 

garment  quilted  with  stout  leather: 

a  jerkin. 
Iambeaus,  174/5615,  ah.  pi  leg-armour 

which  covered  both  the  front  and  the 

rear,  while  greavea  only  protected  the 

shins. 
Iantail,  21/527,  adj.  noble,  courteous. 

Fr.  gentil. 
Iet,  58/1681,  ah.  contrivance,  device. 
Iew-DE-dame,  74/2225,  ah,  draughts. 
lOMP,  8/251,  adj.  56/1582,  handsome, 

active. 
lOLYTE,  75/2259,  ah.  mirth.     *' loliet'. 

lollity,  jollinesse:  jocundnesse,  mirth, 

Ac,"  Cotgrava 
louPOUK,  116/3689,  ah.  a  short  kind  of 

surcoat   introduced   in  the  time  of 

Edward  HE :  often  of  silk  or  velvet, 

and  was  worn  over  the  armour  in  the 

same  way  as  the  Cote-armour. 
r 
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loRNAY,  34/827,  •*.  combat. 
loKNB,  126/4029,  $b.  jounwy,  way. 
loKNEE,  100/3155, 134/4307,  day's  irork, 

day's  march. 
lousTE,     4/105,     vh.    joust,    engage^ 

contend. 
luooYMENT,   178/5739,   f^  ju^gmemt, 

sentence. 
lupoTJW,  31/745,  sh.  jaokit 

Kbem,  8/260,  vh  pi.  b,  came.  Kembn, 
99/3130,  pi,  pL 

KtoDB,  48/1298,  sb.  race. 

Kbnnb^,  134/4314,  pr.  $.  kmows. 

Kep,  125/4016,  vh,  1  pr,  «.  care,  wish. 

Kbpede,  106/3377,  pt,  a.  troubled  far. 

Kebnbls,  102/3234,  «6.  pi  battlements. 
"  CreneauXy  Cameaux;  the  battle- 
ments of  a  wall.  Crender,  To  im- 
battle,"  Cotgrave. 

Kbksb,  168/5442,  «6.  rush.    See  Note. 

Ket,  115/3667,  adv.  Kbtb,  143/4596, 
quickly,  fast,  fiercely.    See  Note. 

Zbuered,  78/2370,  pp.  covered,  hid. 

Knak,  143/4599,  eb.  knock,  blow. 

•Knal,  17/463,  8b.  (Pknak,)  knock,  blow. 
Compare  the  preceding  word. 

Knen,  179/5775,  eb.pl  knees. 

KnoK  6/174,  pr.  a.  knoweth. 

Ktjd,  50/1401,  pp.  known,  celebrated, 
discovered.    A.S.  cyiSoji,  cu^ian, 

KULDB,  86/2660,  pt  s,  killed. 

KxTNNB,  14/389,  Bb,  kin,  race,  family. 

KusTB,  68/2030,  pt.  «.  kissed,  embraced. 

Ku>B,  4/104,  v5.  KyIjB,  55/1581,  show, 
make  known.    See  KvD. 

Kynnes,  4/128,  eb,  kind,  manner.  None 
kynneSf  of  no  kind. 

Laoyb,  164/5308,  vb.  lace  up. 

Lak,  56/1589,  8b.  deky,  heaitatioB;  170/ 

5487,  defect. 
Lahctnqe,  88/2733,  $b.  shower  of  lances 

or  darts. 
Lassb,  6/187,  adv.  less* 
Latoxjn,  86/2647,  eb.  a  mixed  metal 

resembling  brass. 


LaujTB,  76/2315,  !><.».    Lawtb,  59/995, 

caught. 
Lawb,  3/85,  eb.  foith,  creed. 
Lawe,   13/386,   vb.  laugh.     Lawtho, 

60/1757,  pr.  p. 
Lay,  14/397,  eb.  religion,  faith. 
Lay,  56/1602,  ib.  song,  story. 
Layky,  106/3357,  vb.  amuse  themselves, 

play. 
"  *if  him  VUk  tot  to  laike^  benne  loke  w«  mojren. 
ju  «».  ^  Plowman,  B.  Proi.  17i. 

Lbches,  42/1002,  s^.  pi.  physicians. 

Leeic,  63/1861,  eb.  light. 

Lees,  15/407,  eb.  lie. 

Lef,  19/495,  adj.  wilKmg,  desirous. 

Lef,  21/541,  fib.  leaf. 

IjEF,  148/4763,  t^.  imper.  leave,  retire 

from,  give  up. 
Lefte,  172/5535,  pt.  8.  was  left,  re- 
mained. 
Legoe,  54/1534,  vb.  lay,  set;  136/4394. 

stake. 
Lekbdem,  1 18/3769,  |)#.  pi  pleased  them, 
Lbkynok,  98/3090,  eb.  pleasure.    Hare 

Ukyngey  pleasing  to  her. 
Lbl,  61/1770,  adj.  feithfol,  true. 
Lbndb,  179/5772,  vb.  landed,  settled. 
Lere,  77/2354,  vb.  learn,  hear. 
Let,  93/2896,  pt.  «.  ordered,  caused. 

A.S.  Icetan. 
Let,  3/93,  vb.  hinder,  stop.     A.S.  lettan. 
Leue,  85/2633,  vh.  remain,  be  left. 
Leubbb.  5/145,  adv.  rather,  sooner. 
,  Lbtjes,  48/1327,  »b.  pi  folding-doors. 
Leubt,  61/1781,  \  pr.  e.  leave  it,  give 

it  up. 
Leye,  26/629,  vb.  lie,  be  deceived. 
liiBBB,   179/5779,  vh.  live,  pass  (one's 

life). 
LiFLODB,  81/2493,  eb.  provisions,  means 

of  subsistence. 
Lift,  121/3863,  eb.  sky,  air. 
LiGGB,  48/1311,  vb.  liey  remain. 
LiPPEN,  5/141,  eb.  pi  lips. 
Li}*,  74/2248,  eb.  nerves,  sinews.    A.S. 

m. 

Li^,  71/2145,  pt.  e.  alighted. 
L13TE,  20/521,  eb.  Kghi 
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LoDLTJKER,  145/4665,  adj,  more  kath- 

some,  hideous. 
LoES,  9/273.     Los,  4/123,  »h,  pndse, 

fBkine. 
Lome,  9/286,  adv.  often,  frequentlj. 

LORDLYNOES,    54/1518,    9h,    pi,       LOE- 

LYKOBS,  97/3049,  sirs. 
Lore,  76/2298,  pt  pi  lost. 
LosENGERS,  131/4196.  «5.  pi.  deoeiyers, 

liars.  **Lo8engier.  A  flatterer,  cogger, 

foister,  pickthanke,  prater,  oousener, 

guller,  beg^er,  deceiver."   Cotgrara 
LoK  19/4195,  adj,  unwilling,  loth. 
LouEUOH,   68/2030.     Louely,    8/244, 

adv,  with  love,  lovingly. 
Lous,  16/439,  »b,  louse,  flea. 
LouTE,  3/67,  vh.  bow,  bend. 
Low,    12/356,   pt.    8.      L0W3,    20/524, 

laughed. 
Lxjp,  8/243,  vh.  pi.  e.  leaped. 
LusE,  139/4469,  vh,  lose  money. 
Lust,  17/453,  vh.  imper.  listen,  hearken. 

LusTE,  64/1900. 
Luther,  59/1708,  adj.  evil,  bad.    A.S. 

lyier. 
Luuere,  128/4093,  adv,  rather,  more 

willingly. 
Lyaunce,  51/1409,  »h.  family,  descent ; 

128/4096,  party,  alliance. 

Lybbe,  131/4213,  vh.  Ipr.  $.  live. 

Lye,  74/2242,  sh.  flame.    A.S.  leg,  lyg, 

**  Fottren  forth  %  flaumbe  and  a  feyre  Uye.** 

P.  Plowman,  B.  IVll.  207. 

Lyere,  60/1757,  sh,  liar. 

Lyke,  57/1631,  vh.  please. 

Lyme,  158/5092,  sh,  limb. 

Lyw,  111/3541,  vh,  lie,  beset 

Lyn,  3/89,  vh.  to  stop,  reauoA.    A.S. 

linnan, 
Lynede,  49/1362,  pt,  s,  leaned.    Lyw- 

YNOE,  106/3358,  pr,  p. 
Lyte,  139/4474,  adj.  little,  small;  55/ 

1578,  adv, 

Lyther,  54/1535,  <idj.  dangerous,  fierce. 

A.S.  ly^er. 
Ly^  158/5092,  sh.  limb.    See  Ia^, 
Lyuand,  22/549,  adj,  living,  alive. 
Lyuede,  3/85,  pt,  pi,  believed. 


Lyues,  81/2483,  adv,  alive. 
Lyure,  42/1095,  sb,  Kver. 

Ma,   91/2828,   imp,  pron,   men,   they. 

Fr..  an,    Ses  Me. 
Maeie,  51/1422,  sh,  mate,  consort. 
Males,  131/4201,  sh,  pi,  bags. 
Mametes,  83/2541,  sh,  pi,   idols.     See 

Note  to  I.  2534. 
Manage,  16/432,  sh,  threats,  menaces. 
Maityow,  35/835,  many  a  one,  many. 
Marbre,  177/5701,  sh,  marble- vessel. 
Martyr,  2/55,  vh,  martyr,  slay. 
Masalyne,  48/1327,  sb,  some  kind  of 

metal:    probably  brass.      Halliwell 

quotes  fr<Mn  MS.  Cantab.  Pf.  II.  38, 

leaf  122:— 

*'  iiij.  0.  ouppys  ef  golde  trnt. 
And  as  many  of  maslynr 

Mastrye,    65/1904,    sh,      Maystrye, 

2/57,  power,  mastery 
Mat,   84/2590.     Mate,   82/2506,   adj. 

faint,  almost  dead.     *^  Mat.  Beaded, 

mated,    amated,    quelled,    subdued, 

overcome."     Cotgrave. 

"Meliori  waa  al  mai:  8che  ne  mijt  no  furjx^r." 
William  qfPalerne,  od.  Sktat,  2441. 

Maufesours,  114/3633,  sb,  pi,  villains, 

male£eu)tors. 
Maugre,  23/567,  prep,  in  spite  of. 
Maugree,  10/315,  sb,  misfortune. 
Maumerye,    83/2534,    153/4938,    sh, 

shrine  or  temple  of  idols.     See  Note. 
Mawe,  59/1691,  vh,  may,  are  able.     See 

MowE. 
May,  94/2927,  eib.  maid.     A.S.  moeg. 
Maye,    39/978,    v6.    to    be    troubled. 

**  8*E8maifer,      To   be   sad,   pensive, 

carefull ;  to  take  thought."  Cotgrave. 

Oaxton  reads — *  *  lose  his  wits." 
Maygny,  61/1791,  sb,    Maynee,  107/ 

3405,  meyne.     Attendants,   retinue. 

O.Fr.  maisniSe  =  vnansUmatam,  from 

mantionefny  as  household^  ivom.  house. 
Mayl,  144/4653,  sh,  mallet,  hammer. 
Maylle,  26/624,  sb,  ring  or  link  of  his 

mail-armour.  See  note  to  I.  876. 
Maystres,  49/1349,  sb.  governess. 
Me,  3/88,  impers.  pron.  men,  people; 

equivi^nt  to  the  French  on.   See  Ma. 
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Medb,  167/5409,  «6.  meadow,  field. 

Melkis,  182/5879,  «6.  of  milk. 

Melle,  178/5749,  vh.  haye  anything  to 
do,  meddle  with. 

Mellede,  104/3290,  pt,  «.  mixed,  min- 
gled. 

Mende,  84/2584,  sh,  consciousness,  mind. 

Mene,  173/5568,  vb.  lament,  complain. 

MeeuaylleK  22/556,  imp,  pr,  it  sur- 
prises, astonishes  me,  I  am  astonished. 

Messager,  52/1466,  sb,  Messagere, 
63/1483,  messenger. 

Mest,  73/2217,  adj,  greatest,  principal. 

Mete,  2/47,  sb,  a  meal. 

Mete-les,  45/1195,  adj.  without  food. 

*Metenyb,  12/352,  vb,  maintain. 

Meyne,  22/556,  adj\  low,  poor. 

Meyteyne,  12/3i?2,  vb,  maintain. 

MiCHE,  34/811,  adv,  much. 

Meddel,  73/2199,  ab,  waist. 

MiDE,  92/2866,  prep,  with.     A.S.  mid. 

MiXT,  18/474,  2  pt,  8.  mightest,  canst. 

Mod,  6/144,  sb.  temper,  feeling,  dis- 
position. 

MoLDE,  153/4940,  ab,  the  suture  of  the 
skulL 

MoLDE,  12/361,  ab,  earth. 

MON,  45/1212,  ab,  MoNE,  45/1196, 
lament,  lamentation. 

MoNEKYS,  3/60,  ab,  pi,  monks. 

MoRED,  91/2834,  pp.  fixed,  rooted. 

"  And  i-mored  so  uaste  also  bat  hi  ne  mi)te 
awei  be  iiome." — Legends  of  the  Holy  Sood, 
B.  B.  T.  Sm  ed.  Morris,  p.  28, 1.  126. 

Morel,  116/3713,  ab.  a  name  properly 
appUed  to  a  dark-coloured  horse. 
^^  Morel  as  Moreau.  Moreau  cheval; 
a  blacke  horse."     Cotgrave. 

MORNYNG,  77/2338,  ab.  mourning,  la- 
mentation. 

MORWE,  42/1114,  ab,  MoBWENYNO, 
2/46,  morning,  morrow. 

MoRWETYDE,  93/2895,  ab,  morning-time, 
morning. 

Most,  5/144,  aux.  vb,  might. 

Mot,  10/318,  aux.  vb.  may. 

MurgjIjB,  68/2034,  ab,  MuB3t>B,  2/48, 
mirth. 

Mynb,  155/4993,  vb,  undermine. 


Myntb,  173/5587,  vb,  aim. 

Mysbede,  85/2619,  vb.  give  disgraceful 

orders  to,  speak  shamefully. 
Mysbraydb,  40/1037,  ab,  abuse. 
MYS-BYjjoyrE,  180/5825,  pp.  mistaken, 

acting  wrongly. 
Myster,  87/2684,  ab.  trade,  profession, 

art. 
Myswbnt,  66/1963,  pp.  mistaken,  gone 

wrong. 

Nad,  5/141,  pi,  a.  for  ne  Aorf,  had  not. 

Nake,  88/2744,  adj,  uncovered,  bare. 

Nam,  80/2434,  for  ne  am,  am  not. 

Nam,  31/746,  pt.  a.  hit,  reached;  8/257, 
took.     A.S.  niman, 

Namlich,  62/1823,  adv,  especially. 

Naym,  13/374.  Nain.  Compare  Caym 
=  Cain. 

NA^T,  61/1779,  adv,  not,  nought. 

Nauel-stede,  20/509,  ab.  navel,  mid- 
dle. 

Nedes,  60/1741,  adv,  necessarily. 

Neite,  5/148,  ab.  night,  evening. 

Nbl,  23/568,  for  ne  vnlly  will  not. 

Nempned,  101/3196,  pp,  named. 

Neodb,  120/3853,  ab,  aflGair,  business. 

Nere,  10/326,  pt.  a.  for  ne  ivere,  were 
not. 

Nere,  41/1069,  adv.  never. 

Nessche,  110/3499,  adj,  Neychs,  161/ 
5187,  soft;  at  neaache  &  hard,  en- 
tirely, on  every  point.    A.S.  hneace. 

NeY3,  23/575,  adv.  nigh,  nearly. 

Ne2ED,  6/179,  pt,  a,  approached.  Neje- 
HEDB,  53/1494,  drew  near.  A.S.  nea- 
hwian. 

N^ENB,  88/2720,  num,  nine. 

Ne^entene,  87/2699,  num,  nineteen. 

Ne^y,  154/4953,  pr.  pi.  approach,  come 
near.     See  Nejed. 

Niste,  28/681,  pt.  a,  for  ne  wiate,  did  not 
know. 

Nolde,  4/127,  pt,  a,  for  ne  wolde,  would 
not. 

Nome,  43/1133,  j>p.  betaken,  taken.  A.S. 
niman. 

None,  56/1587,  ab.  noon. 
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NoxES,  48/1324,  for  the  iwives  =  for  the 

time  {for  than  dues). 
Not,  122/3902,  pr. «.  for  ne  wot,  does  not 

know. 
Nol'ELES,  23/573,  conj,  neyertheless,  yet. 
NoJ^EB,  6/147,  conj,    NouJ»BB,  neither, 

nor. 
NowAR,    2/51,    adv,    nowhere.      A.S. 

ndhwer. 
NuBBEB,  65/1571,  «5.  Nubia. 
NlTLLBTH,  94/2932, 1  pr.  pi.  for  ne  wtdl- 

ethy  will  not. 
NuYE,  2/49,  vb,  be  voxed  or  grieved. 
Nyct,  181/5843,  adj.  foolish,  silly.  Lat. 

ne$citi$. 
Nycyte,  75/2255,  $h  foUy.     Fr.  "  nt- 

cetS:  simplidtie,  or  simpleness.**   Cot- 
grave. 
Nyste,  89/2756,  pt  pi,  for  ne  vnste,  did 

not  know,  were  at  a  loss. 
NYt>EME8T,  103/3257,  adj.  lowest. 
Nyjt,  155/5017,  pt.  pi,  knew  not. 

O,  18/470,  adj.  one. 

OF-8B3,  117/3739,  pt.  8.  saw  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

Of-take,  39/984,  pp.  Of-token,  39/ 
987,  pt  pi.  overtook. 

Ok,  141/4561.    Oke,  141/4554,  eh.  oak. 

OiCDB,  74/2242,  eh.  breath. 

Okes,  156/5040,  adv.  Onys,  15/418, 
once,  before. 

OneK  88/2739.  OnneK  36/883.  Ou- 
KE)^E,  85/2631,  adv.  with  difficulty, 
with  reluctance.  A.S.  Oneat  fix)m  eaiS, 
easy. 

Oklade,  155/4989,  adj.  unloaded,  empty. 

Onmawe,  86/2658.  Ounmawb,  89/2766, 
adj.  fierce,  furious. 

Open-her,  66/1943,  adj.  bare-headed. 

Or,  154/4970,  adv.  before,  ere. 

Orn,  122/3893,  pt.  s.  ran.    A.S.  rinnan, 
irnany  eoman. 
"The  children  onmen  »t  the  baret." 

MS.  CoU.  Cleop.  D.  ix,  leaf  166,  b^k. 

Oten,  162/4901,  sb.pl.  oats,  com. 
♦OuN,  20/511.  ? 

OuKARAm,  34/821,  ac{j.  unprepared,  un- 
armed. 


Ouin>o,  48/1310,  vb.  imper.  undo,  re- 
lease. 

Oungerte,  66/1943,  adj.  ungirded. 

Ounhelid,  24/386,  adj.  uncovered.  A.S. 
helan,  to  cover. 

Ounhende,  66/1965,  adj.  uncoiirteous. 

OUNKENDE,  48/1301,  adj.  unkind. 

0uia,EKE8,  47/1264,  pr.  $.  Tinlocks. 
OUNLOK,  46/1254,  pt.  8. 

OUNRIDE,  32/747,  adj.  OuiOtYDE,  116/ 
3691,  fearful. 

OUXRI3T,  40/1031,  8b.  outrage. 

OuNRijT,  5/157,  adv.  unfairly,  wrongly. 

0UNJ>ANK,  98/3061,  ill  thanks.  The 
same  as  maugre^  or  rnalgre  =  7)»a/e< 
gratum. 

OUNWRASTE,  93/2905,  arf/.   OUNWRESTE, 

147/4740,  wicked,  base. 

OUNWRYE,  63/1849.  vb.  unfold,  disclose, 
teU.     A.S.  untvrihan. 

Out-take,  7/200,  prep,  except,  save. 

OUTTRAOE,  58/1669,  8b.  foolish  action. 

Ou>>ER,  3/84,  conj.  or,  ou\>er  ....  ou\>er 
=1  either  ...  or. 

OuERAL,  50/1389,  adv.  everywhere,  alto- 
gether. 

Ottbroaste,  63/1831,  vb.  be  troubled. 

OwAR,  33/767,  adv.  anywhere.  A.S. 
dhwatr. 

Owe,  157/5068,  adj.  own,  true. 

O3ENE,  20/513,  adj.  own. 

O3T,  54/1535,  8b.  ought,  anything. 

O3TE,  98/3071,  pt.  8.  owned,  possessed. 

Pace,  111/3523,  vb.  pass,  cross. 

Paid,  83/2533,  pp.  pleased. 

Pan,  161/5188,  «6.  piece,  portion.  **Pan. 
A  pane,  piece,  or  paunell  of  a  wall, 
also  a  Spanne."  Cotgravo.  **  Panne 
of  a  howse;  Panna.'*  Oath.  Ang- 
licimi. 

Pan,  145/4685,  eb.  skull. 

Parage,  58/1668,  eb.  parentage,  kindred. 

Pard,  111/3517,  8b.  part,  direction. 

Parfay,  17/457,  in  faith,  faith.  Fr. 
par/oi. 

Parforny,  67/1994,  vb.  perform,  carry 
out 
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Pas,  95/2969,  $h,  course. 

Past,  89/2763,  «6.  paste.  On  pagt,  in  a 
pie. 

Paste,  45/1195,  pt.  pL  went  away,  de- 
parted. 

Pautener,  35/859,  sh.  villain,  rascal. 
See  Note. 

PAxnrLOUNS,  3/74,  ah,  pi,  tents. 

Paye,  135/4355,  »h,  pleasure,  satisfiic- 
tion.  At  my  paye  =  to  please  or 
satisfy  me. 

Paynye,  4/122,  sh,  Payenye,  33/761, 
heathendom,  pagan  countries. 

Pays,  130/4152,  sh,  peace,  reconciliation. 

Payteel,  115/3665,  sh,  breastplate;  the 
strap  that  crosses  the  breast  of  a  horse. 

Penoun,  65/1555,  sh,  flag,  banner. 

Percy,  143/4613,  vh,  pierce,  wound. 

Pere,  15/413,  sh,  equal,  mateh.  Lat. 
par, 

Pere,  177/5722,  sh,  pear. 

Perottn,  137/4429,  sh.  column,  pier. 
**  Perron,  A  square  base  of  stone,  or 
metaU,  some  nve  or  six  feet  hi^ 
whereon,  in  old  time,  knights  errant 
placed  some  discourse,  challenge,  or 
proofe,  of  an  adventure."    Cot^ve. 

Perree,  48/1327,  sh,  jewels,  precious 
stones.  '*Fierrerie,  Jewels  or  pre- 
cious stones."    Cotgrave. 

Pers,  141/4548,  vh,  pierce,  cut  through. 

Pers,  58/1682,  sh,  pi.  piers. 

Persaunt,  154/4980,  sh,  Persians. 

Persched,  38/941,  pt,  s,  pierced,  ran 
through. 

Peynymes,  33/762,  sh.  pi,  pagans, 
paynim. 

P13T,  69/2069,  pp,  fixed,  placed. 

Plat,  48/1330,  pp,  plated, 

Plate,  36/876,  sh,  plate-armour.  See 
Note. 

Pleynede,  32/750,  pt,  s,  complained. 

Ply;te,  47/1281,  v6.  plight,  pledge.  A.S. 
plihtan, 

PLY3TE,  97/3029,  pt.  s.  snatehed,  plucked. 

Polastre,  48/1327,  sh,  ? 

Polte,  157/5077,  pt,  s.  put,  placed. 

P0RPO8,  22/560,  sh.  intention,  purpose. 

Poste,  100/3158,  sh.  power,  might 


Pot,  73/2213,  pt,  s.  Pottb,  39/1003, 
put,  placed. 

PoYLB,  12/365,  sh.  Apulia. 

Prau^cede,  165/5341,  pt,  s,  stamped 
about. 

Peay,  181/5857,  sh,  prayer,  entreaty. 

Peef,  43/1150,  sh,  proof,  witness. 

Pres,  171/5520,  sh,  charge,  struggle. 

Peest,  103/3240,  adj,  ready.  O.Fr. 
prest,    Fr.  pret,    Lat.  prcesto, 

PREYirrE,  46/1238,  pt.  s,  winked. 
**  Prince  eages,  nictus  vel  ictus  oculi.*' 
Lye,  A.S.  Diet. 

Procury,  180/5826,  vh.  cause,  endeav- 
our. 

Profryem,  5/139,  vh.  offer  himself, 
volunteer. 

Proutelich,  4/1 18,  adv.  proudly,  haugh- 
tily. 

Prow,  12/357,  sh.  good,  advantage. 
O.Fr.  prou. 

Prude,  16/432,  sh,  pride,  haughtiness. 

Pruwesse,  40/1014,  sh.  prowess,  daring. 

Prykie,  34/824,  vh.  ride. 

PRYME,  62/1800,  sh,  six  o'clock,  a.m. 

Peys,  6/173,  sh.  value,  account,  estima- 
tion. 

Peysouns,  39/1000,  sh.  pi.  prisoners, 
captives. 

Pryuee,  179/5773,  adj.  friendly. 

Pult,  24/594,  pt.  s.  put,  placed.  Pulte, 
33/774,  pushed. 

Pttple,  130/4169,  sh.  people,  men. 

PXTBOHAS,  85/2603,  sh,  acquisition. 

PURPOS,  66/1956,  sh,  opinion,  proposal 

Pyoh,  135/4330,  sh,  piteh. 

Pykes,  144/4647,  sh.  pi,  spikes. 

Pykoys,  155/4993,  sh.  pickaxes.  See 
Note. 

Pyne,  41/1048,  sh.  Ptns,  41/1055,  sh. 
pi.  grief,  pain. 

Pynoe,  80/2430,  vh.  tingle,  stir;  46/ 
1248,  push. 

Pyse,  181/5847,  sh.  pea.    Lat  pisum, 

Quabels,  105/3312,  sh.  pi.  bolte  from 
cross-bows.  ^^QxtarreaH.  AQuarreU, 
or  boult  for  a  crossebowe,  or  an  arrow 
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^th    a    four-square    head.'*      Oot- 

graye. 
QuABBEE,  145/4676,  adj.  square-headed. 
QuAjTB,  26/607,  jp*.  «.  shook,  quaked. 
QuED,    16/429,    $b.    wretch.      O.Fris. 

gydd. 
QUEDE,  54/1535,  $h,  ill,  harm. 
Quelle,  16/431,  vh.  kill.    A.S.  cwdian. 
QuENTB,  115/3659,  adj,  strange,  curious, 

quaint.     See  Queyntb. 
QuEREL,  28/668,   sh,  quarrel,   engage- 
ment. 
QuERT,  30/712,  adj,  safe,  whole. 
QUEETE,  10/325,  adj,  safe.     In  querte  = 

in    safety.       "Querte;    IncolwnuJ** 

Oath.  Angl. 
QxJETNTE,  58/1684,  adj.    Qxjyntb,  58/ 

1681,     103/3257,    curious.       **  Coint, 

Quaint,  oompt,  neat,  fine,  spruce,"  &c. 

CJotgrave. 
QUYCLYCH,  60/1742,  adv,  quickly,  soon. 
QuYKB,  118/3764,  adf\  alive,  living. 
QuYTE,  62/1819,  vb.  requite,  repay. 

Ead,  67/1990,  pp.  advised,  told. 
Rated,  76/2295,  pp.  laid  out,  served. 
Rake,   72/2177,  pi.  $.  hurried.    A.S. 

recan, 
Raply,  13/384,  adv.  quickly.    Of.  Lat 

rapere,  to  snatch,  to  seize  hurriedly. 
Rathe,  121/3874,  adu,  early.    Ba^ebe, 

16/426,  comp, 
RAU3T,  26/641,  pp.    RA3T,  38/965,  pt  pi. 

reached,  struck.     See  Abau^te. 
Ray,  13/385,  imper,  $.  array,  prepare. 
Rayne,  60/1755,  $b.  rein,  bridle. 
Recet,  40/1021,  tib.  retirement. 
Recbeent,  12/318,  adj.  recreant 
Rectjlede,  142/4585,  pi.  pi.  ^rove  back, 

made  to  recoil. 
Rbcttlle,  38/971,  vh.  recoil,  draw  back, 

retreat. 

Recttlywob,  89/2771,  sh.  retreat,   re- 
tiring. 

Red,     59/1716,    67/1986,    sb.    advice. 

Rede,  169/5456. 
Rede,  7/218,  vb.  assist,  maintain. 
Refbt,  60/1736,  |)p.  fattenedi  ^.    '*B€- 


faid.     Plumpe,  fettened,  high-fed." 

Ootgrave. 
Regabd,  47/1297,  sh,  looks,  appearance. 

'[Regard.  A  look,  view,  sight,  aspect." 

Ootgrave. 
Regnbe,  78/2386,  eb.  kingdom. 
Rekb,  46/1249,  vh.  run,  hurry.    A.S. 

recan. 

Reke,  167/5403,  |)e.  pi.  hastened. 
Reke,  3/61,  adj  rich.    AS.  rice. 
Reliede,   38/963,  pt.   pi.  rallied,  re- 
covered. 

Relyoyous,  3/62,  adj,  members  of  any 
religious  order. 

Rehuye,  3/77,  vh.  remove,  stir. 

Rende,  74/2242,  pt,  $,  ran. 

Rendoun,  166/5357,  ah.  haste,  speed. 
See  Abauitdoun. 

Reneyed,  145/4673,  pp.  foresworn,  false. 

Rente,  22/561,  $h,  property. 

Repb,  113/3583,  adv.  speedily,  quickly. 
See  also  Raply. 

Repbeue,  14/404,  sh,  shame,  disgrace. 

Rbqxtilled,  57/1621,  pt.  pi.  drove  to- 
gether.   See  Note. 

Resoowe,  40/1012.  Rescttwe,  39/1008, 
vh.    Rescuwy,  39/1003,  rescue. 

Resoun,  126/4047,  Bh.  advice,  opinion. 

Restabe,  51/1439,  vh.  restore,  give  up. 

Reue,  14/405,  vh,  deprive,  hereave. 

Rbwabdie^,  109/3463,  pr,  2  pi.  deter- 
mine, agree.  Rewabded,  10/312. 
Rewabdet,  10/311,  jjj). 

Rewb,  97/3026,  sh.  row. 

Rew^e,  33/784r  sh.  pity. 

Reynoxjbs,  62/1798,  sh.  pi.  thieves, 
robbers. 

RiBiux,     140/4517,    sh.    pi.    villains, 

rascals. 
Ridel,    83/2537,    sh.   curtain,    screen. 

**Bideau.  A  curtain,  or  doth-skreen." 

Ootgrave. 
Rig,    137/4397.     Riggb,   48/1309,    sh. 

back.    A.S.  hrycg. 
R1GGE8,  55/1565,  sh.  pi.  ridges,  mounds. 
RiTTE,  156/5030,  pt.  pi.  cut,  tore. 
R13DT,  38/956,  pr,  s.  rides. 
R13TE8, 135/4343,  adv.  directly,  straight 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


248 


GLOSSARY. 


RoBBY,  62/1799,  vh.  rob,  plunder. 

EouT,  34/813,  ah.  Eoute,  34/825,  com- 
pany, followers, 

EouTB,  49/1343,  vh.  roar.  O.IceL 
rauta. 

Bo  WE,  48/1300,  vh.  ?  perhaps  rest,  be 
still.  See  The  Tale  of  Beryn,  ed. 
Furnivall,  1.  284. 

EowE,  66/1954,  adv.  rough,  thick.  A.S. 
ruh,  ruw. 

Eo^T,  176/5669,  pt.  8.  cared,  recked, 
A.S.  recan, 

Eyde,  48/1300,  vh.  ride. 

Eyot,  138/4459,  sh.  assembly,  gather- 
ing.    O.Pr.  riote. 

Eyse,  42/1114,  |)^  ph  arose,  rose. 

Eyssohe,  4/124,  ah.  rush.    A.S.  riace. 

Sad,  12/353,  adv.  strongly. 

Sadb,  103/3235,  adj.  heavy;  105/3340. 

sharp,  severe.     **  Sad,  or  hard.    Soli- 

dua.      Prompt.  Parv. 
Saf,  128/4109,  prep,  except,  save. 
iSAiNFAiLE,  77/2350,  ah.  certainly,  be- 
yond a  doubt.     Pr.  aana  faille. 
Sa£RED,  51/1405,  pp.  taken  a  solemn 

oath. 
Sarplebs,  136/4371,  tf5.2)Z.  bags.  ^'Sar- 

pilUre.  A  SarpHar ;  a  peece  of  canvas, 

cloth,  or  other  stuffe  to  wrap  or  packe 

up  wares  in."     Cotgrave. 
Sauete,  107/3410,  ah.  safety. 
Sawe,  57/1635,  ah.  tale,  account. 
Say,  7/213,  ah.  serge  or  woollen  doth. 

**Saye  clothe,  tfcr^re.'*    Palsgrave. 
Say,  34/811.    Sayb,  117/3729,  pt.  pi. 

Sayw,  46/1245,  pt.  a.  saw,  discovered. 
Sayb,  42/1093,  vh.  try,  examine. 
Saynb,  63/1836,  vh.  say,  tell. 
SayseK  96/3009,  pr.  a.  seizes. 
SoABEBKE,  33/771,  ah.  scabbard. 
ScAj>YE,  32/759,  vh.  harass,  injure. 
SOHAD,  31/743,  pt.  a.  spilt. 
ScHAK,  86/2663,  ah.  shock,  charge. 
ScHAKE,  37/928,  vh.  hurry,  ride. 
SOHAKET,  73/2205,  vh.  shake  ii 
ScHALY,  104/3282,  vh.  peel  off,  fall  ofP 

(in  scales). 


ScHAPE,  146/4713,  pp.  purposed,  pro- 
posed.   A.S.  aceapian. 

SOHAV,  25/615,  pt.  a.  cut,  shaved  off. 

ScHEF,  50/1369,  pt.  a.  pushed,  shoved. 

SCHELTOU,  51/1436,  shalt  thou. 

SCHENE,  138/4463,  adj.  bright,  shining. 

SOHENNES,  72/2175,  ah,  ruin,  destruc- 
tion.   A.S.  acetidnyas. 

SoHENT,  17/459,  pp.  disgraced,  defeated. 
A.S.  acendan, 

SoHENTFULE,  67/1973,  odj.  shameful, 
disgraceful. 

SoHEF,  21/541,  pt.  $.  shaped,  created. 
See  SOHAPE. 

SCHEETH,  35/837,  pr.  $.  cuts,  shaves. 
A.S.  aceran. 

SCHILDE,  31/727.     SOHTTLDB,  26/631,  pt. 
pi.  resounded.     O.H.Oer.  acdlaih 
**  \>ide  schillinde  stefhe.** 
Seinte  Marharete,  ed.  Cockayne,  19. 

SCHTLLE,  96/3020,  adv.  shrilly,  loudly. 
A.S.  acyll.    See  Note. 

ScHiPPE,  21/542,  2pr.  $.  prepare,  make 
ready.     See  ScHAFE. 

SCHON,  66/1941,  ah.  pi.  shoes. 

SoHOND,  66/1947,  sh.  ruin,  disgrace. 
A.S.  aceona. 

•SCHOUBE,  25/581,  ah.  blow. 

SoHBEWE,  62/1826,  ah.  villain,  cursed 
fellow. 

SoHEiDE,  8/234,  vh.  array,  dress. 
SOHEIDDE,  35/868,  pt. «,  A.S.  acrydan. 

ScHYTTDB,  20/523,  vh.  ruin,  destroy. 
A.S.  acenda/n, 

SoKYRME,  74/2227,  vh.  fence. 

SOOLLE,  12/353,  ah.  skull,  head. 

SOOUTE,  75/2284,  ah.  wretch. 

Sede,  6/190,  pt.  a.  said,  cried. 

Seet,  45/1200,  pt.  a.  sat. 

Seoe,  72/2183,  ah.  position,  place;  78/ 
2358,  siege,  attack. 

Seeede,  7/209,  pt.  a.  sighed. 

SelcotjJ>,  177/5708,  adj.  strange,  un- 
usual. 

Seltje,  67/1997,  adj.  same. 

Sembbly,  35/834,  adj.  fair,  handsome. 

Semblant,  37/923,  ah.  face,  counten- 
ance. 

SembleE,  79/2423,  sh.  assemblage. 
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Benole,  41/1071,  adj.  simple,  henoe, 

unclothed,  naked;  66/1942,  adv.    See 

Note. 
Seruaob,  2/56,  eh,  sabjeotion. 
Sessoyngnb,  65/1923,  eb.  Saxony. 
Best,  70/2108,  pr.  t.  $,  seest. 
Sb8T,  40/1017,  pi.  pL  ceased,  stopped. 
Set,  64/1872,  1  pr.  $.  reckon,  think  of 

consequence. 
Sb^,  31/736,  pi.  $.    &EfB,  19/504,  saw. 

A.  8.  eean, 
6e),  24/589,  pt,  $,  ? 
Shbt,  124/3962,  pt  $.  shot,  plunged. 

8eet  occurs  in  Bohert  of  OUmceeter, 
Bheew£debe,  138/4431,  adj.  more  tiI- 

lainous-looking. 
Bhbewidnesse,  98/3084,  eh.  yillany. 
Bhrout,   106/3358,  eb.  cover,  shelter. 

A.S.  ecrUt. 
BiBBE,  109/3447,  adj.  related. 
BioOB,  3/87,  vb.  say,  tell. 
SiKEBLTTKEBE,    35/867,   adv.     Stkeb- 

LUKBB,  37/909,  more  securely,  more 

safely. 
Bl)>,  44/1163,  adv.  afterwards,  after. 
8i)>E8,  41/1080,  eb.  pi.  times. 
8i)TE,  40/1023,  pt.  e.  sighed. 
Bkeeb,  181/5835,  adj.  free,  safe  from. 
Skbyjte,  56/1609,  pt.  pi  shrieked,  cried 

out. 
Bbuktede,  121/3888,  pt.  s.  foamed.   See 

Note. 
Skyles,  110/3499,  eb.  pL  reasons,  rea- 
soning. 
BuLKE,  84/2595,  vh.  fail,  run  short 
SLAT7in>BB,  4/132,  eb.  mockery. 
Slatjjt,  103/3236,  eb.    Sla^t,  171/5519, 

slaughter. 
Bleb,  2/55,  vh.  slay.    BleeK  66/1966, 

imper.     A.S.  eUdn.     See  aUo  Slone 

and  Slow. 
Bleooe,  48/1308,  eh.  sledge-hammer. 
Blent,  Slente,  28/674,  pt.  e.  aimed, 

struck.    SeeQTRATMAin<f,e.v.Slengen. 
Slej,   52/1446,    adj.     Sleje,    46/1239, 

wise,  sensible.    O.Icel.  elcegr. 
Slo,  135/4338,  eh.  sloe.    See  Note. 
Slone,  16/427,  vb.    Slay,  66/1958,  pp, 

A.S.  elein. 


Slow,  3/59,  pt.  e.  Sloj,  3/62,  slew. 
A.S.  eleon. 

Smebe,  13/386,  adv.  f  gently. 
**He  emere  16h."   Xajaimm,  ed.  Madden,  14061. 

Smylle)>,  83/2546,  pr.  e.  smells. 

Snel.  75/2273,  adv.  quickly,  at  once, 
A.S.  enellf  enel. 

So,  3/81,  adv.  as;  so...so»as...as. 

SocouBE,  45/1192,  eh.  help,  assistance. 

Soioubned,  150/4841,  pt.  e.  halted,  re- 
mained. 

SOMEBS,  87/2692,  eh.  pi.  pack-horses, 
horses  of  burden.  **  Sommier.  A 
sumpter-horse. '' — Cotgrave. 

Bond,   14/401.     Sonde,    165/5331,  eh. 


Sonde,  23/573,  eh.  sand,  ground. 

Soot,  Sot,  30/719,  eb.  sweat.  A.S. 
etvat. 

Sob,  19/503,  eh.  wound.  **Surre;  ctca- 
trix."    Oath.  Anglicum. 

SouNDEBLiCHE,  67/1990,  adv.  separ- 
ately. 

SOTJNEDE,   41/1080,   pt   e.     SOWENEDE, 

131/4221,  swooned,  fainted. 
SOWENYNO,    43/1134,    eh.      SOJENYNO, 

84/2585,  swooning,  faint. 
S03TE,  3/71,  vh.  pt  t.  sought,  came  to. 
Spelie,  13/342,  vh.  spare.     "  Spele  and 

spare."    P.  Plowman,  C.  XIV.  77. 
Spelle,  16/429,  eh.  speech,  harangue. 
Spebde,  47/1263,  pt  e.  closed,  barred. 

A.S.  eparrian. 
Sfebhauk,  87/2680,  eh.  sparrow-hawk. 
Spille,  153/4947,  vh.  be  lost,  ruined, 

killed.     Spild,  23/569,  pp. 
Spillyno,  168/5425,  eh.  waste,  outpour- 
ing. 
SPI3TE,  103/3248,  |>#.  $.  f  directed,  bade. 
Spobes,  55/1564,  eb.  pi.  spurs. 
Spbeynte,   104/3291,  pt.  e.  sprinkled. 

A.S.  eprengan. 
Spbinoold,  105/3310,  eh.  a  machine  of 

war  for  casting  stone  arrows,  &o.   See 

Note. 
Spbynogyng,    112/3562,  eh.  dawning, 

opening. 
Stages,   103/3255,   eh.  pi.   platforms, 

stories.    Fr.  eetage. 
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Stap,  11/345,  $b.  flUp. 

Stafe,  180/5793,  «(.  step. 

Stent,  58/1663,  jpr.  «.  stands. 

SZBRK,  103/3241,  adj,  sharp,  stiff.   A.S. 

ttearc, 
Bterrede,  132/4233,  adj.  with  a  star  on 

his  forehead. 
Steuenb,  99/3111,  «6.  voice. 
STB3B,  78/2388,  vh.  dimb. 
STB3E,  178/5731»  pt  «.  ascended.    A.S. 

ttigan, 
Stille,  10/322,  adv.  quietly,  in  a  low 

tone. 
Stilp,  141/4553,  »h.  stump,  post.  OJoeL 

stolpi, 

*'But  iii  fbote  high  on  stulpea  must  thf>r  be." 
Palladia  on  HuMbondrie,  ed.  Lodge,  39/1064. 

Stokkes,  44/1186,  »h,pl,  stocks. 
Stork,  71/2118,  adj.  stiff,  diarp.     See 

Sterk. 
Stoundb,  20/518,  sb.  moment. 
Stoure,  29/696,  sh.  battle,  contest. 
Stojen,    156/5027,   pp.    climbed.     See 

STE3E. 
STRAU3T,  67/1976,  adv.    STRA3TE,  73/ 

2204,  directly,  straight 
Strb,  74/2229,  sb.  straw. 
Strek,  8/244,  vh,  pt.  $.  stroked. 
Strekes,  47/1265,  pr.  $.  hurries,  goes 

rapidly. 
Struyede,  3/64,  pt.  «.  destroyed. 
Stxtrie,  36/876,  vb.  exert,  busy  himself. 
Styl,  105/3313,  «6.    Style,  138/4433, 

steeL 
Styttte,   3/77,  pt.  $.  stopped,  halted. 

A.S.  astyntan. 
Bty>,  29/696,  flki;.  Sty|)E,  85/2614,  fierce, 

strong,   sturdy;    26/631,  adv.     A.S. 

Sulk,  138/4463,  eb,  silk. 

SuiTOERLY,    94/2937,    adv.    separately, 

individually. 
SuRLOKERE,  20/520,  adv.  more  safely. 
Sul'I'E,  21/W,  adv.  after,  afterwards, 

since. 
Swarf,  31/743,  pt.  $.  swerved,  glanced, 

passed.    A.S.  Bweorfan. 
Swart,    93/2908,    adj.    black.      A.S. 

Bwear^, 


Swattb,  178/5753,  pt  s.  sweated. 

SwER,  3/82,  pt.  8.  swore. 

SwETB,  120/3855,  vb.  sweat,  be  ex- 
hausted. 

SwoLWB,  132/4232,  $h.  swallow. 

SwoM,  124/3958,  pt.  $.  swam. 

SwYKEL,  142/4589,  adj.  traitorous,  de- 
ceitful.   A.S.  awicol. 

SwYNKE,  20/517,  vb.  work,  labour. 

SwYRE,  31/735,  sb.  neck.    A.S.  swira. 

SWY>|?ER,  34/816,  adv.  more  quickly. 

Syghe,  65/1935,  vb.  seek,  follow. 

Sye,  58/1679,  pr.  «.  seest. 

Sykerly,  3/62,  adv.  certainly,  as- 
suredly. 

Sykery,  47/1281,  vb.  assure,  pledga 
See  also  Sakred. 

Sykynoe,  77/2345,  pr.  p.  sighing. 

Syme)>,  59/1700,  pr.  s.  seems. 

Sybst,  180/5809,  2  pr.  s.  seest 

SyjYKG,  40/1040,  sb,  sighing. 

Tabide,  19/500,  /or  to  abide,  to  wait  for. 
Tablere,  74/2225,  sb.  backgammon. 
Tabours,  122/3895,  sb.  pi  drums. 
Taket,  73/2204,  vb.  take  it,  seize  it. 
Tal,  12/363,  for  toal;  in  to/ =  into  all 
Tale,  34/799,  sb.  count,  reckoning  by 

tale,  in  number. 
Tanoe,  48/1308,  sb.  tongs. 
Tarse,  138/4463,  sb.  a  kind  of  silk.    See 

Note. 
Tast,  59/1700,  vb.  Taste,  42/1094,  try, 

examine,  touch. 
TAU3TE,  50/1391,  pt.  s.    Ta^tb,  56/1603, 

showed,  proved. 
Teen,  39/991,  sh.    Tene,  35/846,  rage, 

vexation. 
Telest,  55/1578,  pr.  s.  coimtest,  reck- 

onest     Telle)?,  4/117,  Telt,  6/173, 

pr,  s. 
TEYinx,  82/2506,  pp.  pained,  affected. 

A.S.  teonian,  tynan. 
The,  5/144,  vb.  thrive ;  so  mosi  he  \>ey  so 

might  he  prosper. 
Thilkb,  12/364,  pron.  that  one,  he. 
Tho,  5/141,  adv.  then. 
Thro,  124/3968,  adj.  swift,  threatening. 
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Throwb,  167/5413,  sh.  moment,  short 

time. 
TiDB,  11/360,  9h.  time.    A.S.  Hd. 
Tills,  3/59,  vb,  reach,  come  to.    Tilde, 

145/4678,  pt  8.    A.S.  [ge]tillan. 
TijT,  40/1015,  pt,  pL  turned,  directed 

their  course.     T13TE,  31/729,  pp,  in- 
tended, meant. 
TocHBD,  7/219,  pt.  s,  appertained  to, 

belonged  to. 
TocHON,  96/3000,  pt.  a,  broke  in  pieces. 

A.S.   to-cman,     **  pe   roche  tochoii." 

An  Eng.  MiscelL,  ed.  Morris,  p.  92. 
To-CLATBTD,    36/897,    pp.    broken    to 

pieces. 
To-FALLE,   155/5011,  pp,  knocked   to 

pieces. 
To^VLBNTE,    153/4940,  pt.    8.    flew  in 

ieces. 
To-OADRES,  28/672,  adv.  together. 
To-HEWE,  28/676,  pp.  cut  to  pieces. 
ToK,  4/114,  pt.  8.  counted,  considered. 
ToL,  141/4541,  ah.  tool,  weapon. 
Told,  145/4659,  jpp.  reckoned,  measured. 
T0-NI3T,  5/153,  adv.  this  night  just  past, 

last  night. 
To-RENTB,  28/675,  pt.  pi.  tore,  cut  to 

pieces. 
ToRKE,  85/2605,  sh.  Turk. 
To-TAAR,     141/4533,    pt.    8.    tore    to 

pieces. 
TOTJR,  42/1104,  for  to  our. 
T0U3T,  151/4857,  adj.  strong.     See  T03T. 
To-WOND,  84/2568,  pt.  8.  went,  tumbled. 
ToiT,  124/3969,  adv.  strongly,  fiercely. 

"  pe  kimt  so  toit,'*    Sir   Oawaym, 

1869. 
T0)T,  59/1716.  ? 

To)TB,  136/4390,  ckZv.  tightly,  full. 
Traces,  182/5881,  ah.  pi.  tresses,  hair. 
Tratb,   50/1370,  a&.   old  wretch.    See 

Note. 
Traysement,    147/4754,    «&.    treason, 

treachery. 
Tre,  56/1595,  ah.   Treo,  123/3939,  wood, 

shaft.    Tren,  102/3230,  pi. 
Trechour,  102/3210,  ah.  traitor. 
Prenchaukt,  21/537,  adj.  cutting,  sharp. 


Trepede,  8/241,  vh.  pt.  a.  stepped  on. 

Tretys,  182/5883,  adj.  slender.  See 
Note. 

Treu,  133/4393,  ah.  toll.  **  Treu.  The 
toll  or  custom  paied  unto  Lords,  for 
salt,  and  other  commodities,  or  mer- 
chandise, carried  along  by  their  do- 
minions I  and  generally,  any  toll,  tax, 
or  imposition.'' — Cotgrave.  /Sec  Trow. 

Trist,  6/191,  1  pr.  a.  trust,  rely  on. 

Tristour,  78/2373,  ah.  grie^  aadoees. 

Trome,  78/2372,  ah.  aasembly,  gather- 
ing, heap.    A.6.  trwna. 

TROflBT,  130/4189,  vh.  Trossye,  58/ 
1663,  imper.  a.  Trtjssye,  130/4193, 
v6.  pack,  tie.  **Trouaaer.  To  tucke, 
packe,  bind  or  girt  in."  Cotgrave. 
Trossede,  13/4201,  pt.  pL 

Trow,  44/1186,  ah.  wood. 

Trow,  60/1732,  ah.  toll,  fine.   See  Treu. 

Trtjfle,  109/3459,  ah.  nonsense,  folly. 

Trttpt,  64/1872,  interj.  pooh!  See 
Note. 

Trussyam,  126/4029,  vh.  get  themselves 
ready,  pack  up.    See  Trossy. 

Truwaoe,  60/1731,  ah.  toll.  "  Truage, 
A  toll,  custom,  tax,  imposition."  Cot- 
grave. 

TiTRDB,  87/2691,  pt.  pi.  turned,  from 
French  tour;  turn  being  from  tourner. 
L.  Lat.  tomare. 

TwELMONTH,  91/2832,  ah.  twelve-months 
a  year. 

Twelve,  91/2843,  ntm.  adj.  twelfth. 

TWEYRE,  10/311,  num.  of  two. 

TWYE,  175/5645,  num.  two. 

TwYj^TE,  56/1596,  pt.  pi.  drew  hastily. 
A.S.  twicca^i. 

Tynt.  56/1596,  pp.  lost,  destroved. 
O.Icel.  tyTia. 

Tra),  62/1817,  impera.  pr.  aafut.  it  will 
betide,  happen  to. 

pAR,  2/51,  adv.  where. 

pAR^,  76/2288,  prep,  through. 

pE,  181/5841,  vh.  pEO,  103/3251,  thiive, 
prosper.    A.8.  |>eon. 

pEARMES,  38/949,  ah,  pi.  bowels.  A.S. 
^earm. 

pEDE,  73/2207,  ah.  country.    A.S.  \>eod. 
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pBNOHESOUN,  130/4168,  $h.  for  \>€  en- 
chesaun,  the  reason. 

pENOYNS,  156/4985,  for  pe  engym. 

pENNE,  34/803,  adv,  thence. 

pERSTE,  9/291,  vh.  pt.  8,  dared,  ven- 
tured. 

"I  ne  ytersis  do  such  &  fol  dede." 

SeinU  Margaret»t  ed.  Cockayne,  SOi. 

pEYNT,  167/5395,  P  does  it  seem  to. 

pEYj,  18/483,  conj.  though,  although. 

piLKE,  23/578,  j>ron.  that,  such.  pYLKE, 
48/1301,  pi. 

pouE,  47/1275,  vh,  suffer,  endure.  A.S. 
Yolian, 

poiTOEii,  26/631,  «6.  thunder. 

pOR,  21/544,  adv.  there. 

pORW,  35/843.  pORWH,  34/829.  P0R3, 
prep,  tnrough,  by. 

po)>RE,  113/3592,  for  \>e  o\>re,  the  rest, 
the  others. 

pRASTE,  113/3606,  vJ.  push  on;  36/871, 
pt,  8,  pressed,  pushed. 

pRBF,  68/2017,  8b,  fortune,  luck,  thriv- 
ing. 

pRETE,  43/1152,  vh,  threaten. 

pRiDDE,  49/1355,  num.  adj,  third. 

pROW,  28/679,  8b,  time,  moment. 

pus,  27/660,  pron,  these. 

pYWYNO,  158/5094,  ^.|>.  P  threatening. 

Uake,  72/2148.  Pawake. 

VcHONB,  102/3207,  pr.  each  one,  all. 

Vnderfonoe,  7/208,  vb,  undertake. 

Vndernome,  7/205,  pp.  abused;  100/ 
3148,  pp.  undertaken;  161/5213,  per- 
ceived. 

Vnderjyte,  81/2469,  pt.  pi,  understood. 
A.S.underyitan. 

Vnride,  29/705,  <idj.  violent,  fierce. 
See  OUNRDDE. 

Vnwraste,  46/1256,  adj\  vile,  wretched, 
worthless.  See  Unwrast  in  Glossary 
to  Havelock,  ed.  Skeai 

VsATJNCB,  73/2217,  8b.  custom,  habit. 

YsATTirr,  104/3296,  a4i»  accustomed. 

Vaat,  177/5696,  sb.  vat,  vessel. 
Vaochb,  82/2517,  vb.  fetch,  procure. 


Vaille,  36/877,  vb.  avail,  be  of  service 
to. 

Yassalaqe,  58/1671,  8b.  noble  deed, 
becoming  a  knight. 

Vaste,  20/509,  adv.  fast  by,  dose  by; 
83/2565,  soundly,  fast. 

Vatjasotjr,  16/430,  sb.  vassal,  an  un- 
knighted  person,  common  soldier. 

Verament,  16/435,  adv.  truly,  assur- 
edly. 

Verde,  102/3228,  impere,  pt.  it  fared, 
was. 

Vet,  72/2183,  eb.  pi.  feet. 

Vetres,  48/1313,  sb.  pi.  fetters,  chains. 

Vewe,  38/953,  adj.  few. 

ViAGE,  34/804,  8b.  journey. 

Vilentyne,  112/3555,  eb.  birds  (wild), 
fowl.  A  corruption  of  VolcUile,  the 
usual  M.  E.  name  for  birds  in  general, 
Lat.  volatilia,  neuter  plural,  used  as  a 
collective  noun  singular,  much  as  we 
say  poultry^  fowl.  It  here  ^  French 
vciatisseSf  which  itself  is  another  cor- 
ruption from  the  same  source. 

VoLDE,  97/3028,  vb.  fold,  dasp. 

VoRES,  55/1565,  sb.  pi.  furrows,  vallies. 
A.S.  furh. 

VouLE,  137/4427,  (uiy.  foul,  hideous. 

VoYDEDE,  144/4627,  pp.  cleared,  emp- 
tied.    See  Y-VEWDID. 

Vylayniche,  165/5345,  adv.  insolently. 
ViLENLY,  62/1825,  outrageously, 
shamefully. 

Vylonye,  75/2254,  sb.  harm,  disgrace- 
ful treatment. 

Vynde,  20/522,  vb.  find. 

Vyue,  43/1147,  num.  adj.  five. 

Wacxjhe,  161/5185,  sb.  guard,  garrison. 
Wage,  14/389,  2  pt.  s.    Wast,  15/421, 

pt.  8.  was. 
Wai^s,  80/2428,  sb.  whale'a    See  Note. 
Walwe,  84/2585,  vb.    Walwede,  77/ 

2328,  pt.  8.  roll  about,  waUow,  flounder. 

A.S.  wealwian. 
Wan,  2/47,  adv.  when 
Wan,  20/513,  1  pt.  s.  won,  gained. 
Wannys,  47/1267,  adv.  whence. 
Wanye,  57/1645,  vb.  vanish,  disappear. 
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War,  144/4635,  adj,  aware,  toltf. 

War,  60/1381,  conj.  whether. 

War,  56/1592,  vl,  imper,  beware. 

Wah-for,  10/505,  c<n^\  wherefore,  for 
which. 

Warysoun,  42/1099,  ah.  reward. 

Was,  60/1726,  pron.  whose. 

Wather,.  18/486,  cofy.  whether. 

WA3ES,  49/1343,  8b,  pi  waves. 

Wededb,  68/2007,  pt.  «.  wedded. 

Wedes,  60/1751,  ah.  pL  clothes,  dresses. 

Wel-a-fstn,  89/2752,  adv,  to  good  pur- 
pose, well. 

Weldb,  116/3716,  ah,  power,  possession. 

Wem,  178/5725,  ah,  stain.     A.S.  wamm, 

Wbndest,   13/387;  *Wbnist,   13/387, 
2  pr.  a,  thinkest,  imaginest. 

Weorb,  5/157,  pt  pL     Wore,  5/156, 
were. 

Wep,  153/4928,  pt,  a,  wept. 

Wepne,  6/171,  ah,  a  weapon,  arms. 

Were,  35/845,  vh,  defend,  protect.  A.S. 
werian. 

Werche,  54/1545,  vh,  work,  act. 

Werre,  17/450,  ah.  war. 

Wes,  45/1194,  pi,  a,  was. 

Where,  ^2/2872,  ah.  doubt. 

While,  84/2580,  adv,  once. 

Whyte,  49/1367,  vJ.  know,  learn.   A.S. 
witan. 

WiKKE,    36/889,    adj,    fierce,    violent 
(men). 

WiLLES,  7/221,  adv,  of  one's  own  free 
will,  willingly. 

Wily,  71/2138,  will  I. 

WissE,  4/120,  adj,  certain.    See  Note. 

Wrr,  84/2584,  ah,  senses. 

With-halst,  174/5620,  v,  2  pr.  $.  with- 
holdesi 

WiTTES,    57/1649,    ah.    pi.    thoughts, 
opinions. 

WiXE,  53/1485,  adj,  strong,  fit  for  fight- 
ing.    O.Iceh  vigr,  battle. 

W13TE,  17/456,  adj.  active,  strong. 

W13TLICHB,    167/5384,    adv.    bravely, 
courageously. 

Wo,  7/209,  adj.  grieved,  vexed. 


WoD,  24/591,  pt.  a.  went,  passed.  A.S. 
eode, 

WoD,  31/728,  acy,  mad,  furious. 

Wold,  105/3324,  ah.  power,  posses- 
sion. 

Won,  48/1311,  ah,  dwelling,  place. 

Won,  112/3560,  ah,  plentv.  **Woone, 
or  grete  plente  copia^^  &c. — ^Prompt. 
Parv.   See  P,  Plovnnan^  0.  xxiii.  170. 

WoND,  36/892,  pt,  a.  went,  turned. 

WONDE,  19/501,  ah,  wound. 

WoNDOWE,  49/1361,  ah,  window. 

WoNE,  68/2017,  ah,  habit,  practice. 

WoNED,  78/2390,  pp,  accustomed. 

WoRLDY,  161/5202,  adj,  earthly,  on 
earth. 

WoRScmp,  39/981,  ah,  honour,  feme. 

Worst,  34/805,  2  j?r.  as  ftd,  a,  wilt  be. 

Work  19/488,  pr.  as/u*.  a,  will  be. 

W08T,  70/2108,  pr.  2  a.  knowest. 

WosTOU,  65/1905,  wouldest  thou. 

Wot,  26/638,  1  pr.  a.  know." 

Wrake,  62/1815,  ah,  mischief,  destruc- 
tion. 

Wreche,  130/4181,  ah,  vengeance. 

Wryte,  61/1782,  pp,  written. 

WRY3T,  61/1774,  ah,  writing,  letter. 

Wyche,  38/955,  pron,  which,  whom. 

Wycke,  146/4721,  adj.  hard,  painfuL 

Wykes,  112/3549,  ah,  pi,  weeka.  A.S. 
tuice. 

Wykke,  36/882,  adv.  fiercely,  mightily. 

Wylde,  160/5179,  vh.  wield. 

Wymen,  86/2672,  ah,  pi,  women. 

Wys,  118/3763,  adu,  to  wya,  for  certain, 
of  a  certainty.     See  WissE. 

Wyt,  124/3956,  adj,  white. 

Wyt,  159/5127,  imper.  a.  blame,  find 
fault,  charge. 

Wyte,  163/5276,  vh.  know,  find  out. 
A.  8.  witan. 

Wytherwyns,  28/672,  ah,  pi,  antagon- 
ists, enemies.     A.S.  wi'^erwinna. 

Wyity,  70/2096,  vh,  wive,  marry. 

WY3T,  15/415,  adj.  active,  strong. 

WY3T,  11/342,  ah,  man,  person. 

WY3TB,  177/5710,  adv.  brave,  valiant. 
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Y-BATRH),  36/896,  pp.  mlaid. 

Y-BOEE,  16/444,  pp,  bom. 

Y-BULD,  48/1331,  pp.  built 

YcH,  161/5191,  pr.  I. 

Y-CORB,  33/766,  pp,  chosen.  "Icbam 
coren  king."  Guy  of  Warmke,  p. 
428. 

Y-FERE,  11/345,  <idv,  together. 

Y-FOLLED,  181/5829,  pp.  Y-FULLED, 
181/5835,  baptised.     8fe  Y-VOixiD. 

Y-FRACLED,  115/3659,  adj.  spotted, 
freckled. 

Y-FULD,  3/74,  pp.  filled. 

Y-GULD,  48/1330,  pp.  gilt. 

Y-HARNEY8ED,  115/3665,  pp.  adomed, 
ornamented. 

Y-HUDDE,  135/4346,  pp.  hidden,  con- 
cealed. 

Yke,  130/4166,  adv.  also.    A.S.  eac 

Y-KENED,  177/5724,  pp.  conceiyed.  A.S. 
cennaTi, 

Y-LEPE,  144/4626,  pp.  thrown  over, 
nxade  to  leap  oyer  the  bridge. 

Y-LET,  130/4135,  pp.  stopped,  pre- 
ventiBd. 

Y-LTF,  77/2343,  vh.  imper.  belieye,  trust. 

Y-LONQ,  133/4291,  adv.  along  of;  in 
consequence  of. 

Y-L03B,  20/511.  P 

Y-LYUEST,  128/4097,  2  pr.  8.  believest, 
trustest. 

Y-MACED,  105/3326,  pp.  amassed,  col- 
lected. 

*Y-MET,  11/335,  pp.  dreamt. 

Y-METE,  70/2092,  pp.  measured. 

Ymonb,  4/99,  adv.  together.  A.S. 
gemong. 

Y-MTTWED,  60/1738,1?^.  moulted^  changed 
their  plumage. 

Y-MYNT,  23/576,  pp.  meant,  intended. 

Ynpe,  92/2866,  $h.  end. 

Ynbwe,  26/626,  adv.  anew,  afresh. 

Y-NpMB,  42/1105,  pp.  taken,  captured. 
A.S.  niman. 

Ynow,  40/1043,  adv.  enough.  A,S, 
genoK 

Y-PEYmp,  29/701,  pp.  painted,  orna- 
mented :  wyth  gold  y-peynt  =  gilt. 


Y-PILT,.  10/316,  pp.  fixed,  settled. 

Y-PONDRED,  48/1327,  pp.  strewed. 

Y-PY3T,  48/1305,  pp.  placed,  fixed. 

Y-RAD,  127/4083,  pp.  counselled,  ad- 
vised.    A.S.  raidan. 

Y-RAD,  179/5789,  pp.  read,  repeated. 

Y-RAFT,  65/1934,  pp,  stolen,  taken. 

Yre,  31/742,  sb.  iron. 

Yre,  114/3643,  «&.  rage,  angor. 

Y-8AME,  44/1188,  adv.  together. 

Y-8ETE,  2/48,  pp.  set,  inclined. 

Y-SHRH),  66/1940,  pp.  clothed,  dressed. 
A.S.  scrydan. 

Y-8LENTE,  105/3313,  pp.  flung,  slung. 

Y-8OWB,  77/2328,  pp.  exhausted,  faint- 
ing.    A.O.  »wogan(?) 

Y-SPERDE,  113/3596,  pp.  bolted,  barred. 

YssB,  4/125,  pr.  s,  is,  exists. 

Y-STABLYD,  117/3753,  pp.  stabled,  put 
in  the  stable. 

Y-STOKBN,  161/5190,  pp.  stopped, 
blocked. 

Y-8TRAWED,  15/421,  pp.  strewn,  co- 
vered. 

Y-TRENT,  182/5881,  pp.  plaited,  curled. 

YuEL,  7/212,  adj.  ill,  evil,  bad.  Yulb, 
15/417,  adv. 

Y-UA8TE,  91/2822,  pp.  fasted. 

Y-VERE,  47/1269,  adv.  together. 

Y-VEWDH),  99/3131,  pp.  cleared,  emp- 
tied.    See  Note. 

Y-YOLDE,  180/5796,  pp.  closed,  shut. 

Y-VOLLH),  22/548,  2*P-  baptised.  A.S. 
fulwian. 

Y-WARESCHiD,  32/758,  pp.  healed, 
cured. 

Y-worK  93/2908,  pt.  s.  was,  became. 
Y-W0R|?B,  148/4761,  pr.  as  fut.  a. 
will  be. 

Y-WRE>|>ED,  126/4045,  pp.  angered,  en- 
raged. 

Y-WY8,  5/189,  adv.  certainly,  in  truth. 
A.S.  geunss. 

Y-3ETE,  2/49,  pp.  eaten,  finished  his 
meal. 

3AF,  46/1243,  pt.  $.  gave.     A.S.  gi/an. 
3 ARE,    130/4193,  adj.  ready,  prepared. 
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^EAJtB,     161/5186,    eager;    97/3069, 

jBALWB,  182/5881,  adj,  yellow,  fair. 

3EATE,  59/172,  «6.  3BTB,  71/2141,  pas- 
sage, entrance. 

5EDB,  74/2240,  pt,  8,  jEODB,  118/3770, 
pt  pi.  3IFTE,  31/729,  went,  moved. 
A.S.  code, 

3ELDE,    21/533,    vh.    yield,    surrender. 

3ULDB,  38/963,  pt  pi. 
JEBNE,   19/505,  adv.     jTJRNB,  81/2478, 

hastily,  speedily,  eagerly. 


jEUE,  17/462,  1  2>r.  «.  as  fut.  shall  give. 

A.  8.  gi/an, 
3TUE,  4/191,  1  pr.  9.  give,  yield. 
3iFj>,  52/1460,  pr.  «.  assures,  tells. 
gliiPE,  29/694,  vb.  boast,  speak  loudly  of. 

A.S.  gelpariy  gylpan. 
30LDE,  115/3684,^.  paid  back,  requited. 
3OND,  166/5367,  adj.  yonder. 
30T,  116/3690,  pt.  8.  went,  cut.     A.S. 

eode^  ivit. 
3UTE,  32/750,  adv.  yet. 


CORRECTION. 
In  Glossary,  /or  Gkille,  73/2195,  read  Agrille,  and  tram/er  to  A. 
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NOTES  AND  ADDITIONS 


8IR  FERUMBRAS 


L  622.     '*  anoneward  "  sliould  be  **  anoneward." 

"anowarde  |>e  helm  . . .  \>qti  o>er  he  emot.'* — R.  of  CfUmeester,  p.  186. 
L  2255.     "  nytyte,"  read  "  nycy te." 

L  4533.  "Bote"  should,  perhaps,  be  omitted,  as  having  been  inserted  by 
attraction  from  the  preceding  line.  This  will  much  improve  the  metre  of  the 
line. 

IN  THE  NOTES. 

1.  209,  for  "  thys  endys  my^th,"  read  "  thys  endys  ny^tV* 
L  521.     "  by  f  is  li^te."     Perhaps  this  is  merely  an  asseveration. 
L  971.     An  acre  was  a  definite  quantity  of  land,  originally  as  much  as  a  yoke  of 
ozen  could  plough  in  a  day,  ailerwards  limited  by  statutes  passed  in  the  31  si 
years  of  Edw.  III.,  5th  of  Edw.  I.  and  24th  of  Henry  VIII.  c.  iv.,  to  a  piece  40 
poles  long  by  4  broad,  or  its  equivalent.     An  "  acre's  length  "  is  therefore  40 
poles  or  220  yards.     The  expression  occurs  in  Wyntoun's  Chronicle,  VII.  iv. 
132 :  "large  thre  akyre  leynih  of  land,"  and  again  1.  162,  and  VIII.  iv.  159. 
1.  996.    The  note  is  all  wrong  ;  "  on  his  yre,"  is  simply  =  in  his  rage.    Compare 

1.  3703. 

1.  1327,     "  maselyne ; "  this  was  a  king  of  mixed  metal  (?  bronze).     Similarly  we 

liave  masUn  and  meslin  =  mixed  com.     See  Meatlyone  in  Prompt,  and  Way's 

note,  and  Sir  Thopas,  Cant.  Tales,  B.  2042,  and  ProC  Skeat's  note  in  the 

Glossary. 

1.  1872.     "trupt"     Compare   "Ptrot,  skomefulle  word,  or  trut,  infra,   VatV 

Prompt.  Parv.,  and  Mr.  Way's  note. 
].  2227,  dele  the  note  ;  €L9ay  not  alay  was  found  to  be  the  true  reading. 
L  2706.     "  pousant,"  read  **  fousant" 
L3037.     "bo.  vapid." 

Compare :  ^  And  he  alone  a-whaped  and  a-mate, 
Comfortles  of  any  creature." 

Lydgate,  Chron.  of  Troy,  Bk.  L  ch.  1. 
and  **  GruflFe  on  the  ground  in  place  desolate, 
Sole  by  himself  a-whapcd  and  a-mate." 

Chaucer,  Complaint  of  Lever* 8  lAfe,  v.  168. 
and  Gower  :  '*  So  hewhapped  and  assoted 

Of  dronken  men."— (7.  A,  iii.  4. 

The  meaning  is  evidently  "thoroughly  beaten,  disheartened."  Mr.  H.  H. 
Gibbs  suggests  a  comparison  with  Shakspere — Merry  Wives,  I.  i.  183,  and  per- 
haps also  with  the  phrase  "  toapper^d  widow  "  in  Timon,  IV.  iii.  38. 
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NOTES  AND   ADDITICJNS  TO  SIR  FERUMBRAS, 

IN  THE  GLOSSARY. 

A  similar  correction  should  be 


"Knokkyn  (knolljn). 


"Anoneward"  should  be  "anoueward." 
made  under  Aundward. 

"Knal,"  dele  the  query.      Compare  PrompL  Farv. 
Puhor 

"  for-werief,"  read  "  for-wemej)." 

''  fuure,"  read  "  foure." 

"  Luste,"  64/1900,  sh,  is  out  of  placQ,  It  means  the  edge  or  lap  of  the  ear. 
"  Le  mol  de  VoreilUy  the  lug  or  list  of  th'  eare." — Cotgrave.  Compare  Chaucer's 
Wife's  Preamble^  1.  634  : 

"  By  god,  he  smote  me  onjrs  on  the  lust" 

"ny3t,"read"nyst." 

"  onnefe,"  read  "  ounofe." 

**  Reynours,**  read  "  reyuours.'* 

«*Schav,"read"schar." 

"Shet,*'read"schet." 

"  slay  and  slone,"  transpose. 

"  wast,"  15/421,  read  «  wace." 

"y-pondred,"  read  "  y-poudred.** 

"jute,"  read  "jude." 

Tlie  following  references  should  bo  corrected,  as  shown  : 


Afterwart 

for 

6/63      ; 

read 

6/163 

Briggewank 

'  » 

112/35 

» 

112/3559 

Drecchyngo 

» 

15/377 

» 

19/493 

Dri^te 

» 

2/49 

» 

3/86 

Duden 

» 

3163 

» 

3/63 

Gome 

>» 

60/1741 

» 

60/1745 

Gras 

» 

71/20,35 

» 

71/2135 

Sleej) 

» 

66/1966 

» 

66/1961 

Spelie 

» 

13/342 

» 

17/458 

Tast 

>i 

59/1700 

>> 

59/1711 

Twelfe 

» 

91/2843 

)) 

91/2846 

War-for 

>» 

10/505 

» 

10/305 

Wedede 

>» 

68/2007 

» 

68/2012 

Won 

» 

112/3560 

a 

112/3571 

Jcate 

» 

59/172 

j> 

59/1720 

}yuo 

» 

4/191 

» 

4/101 
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INTRODUCTION. 


1.  Diioovery  of  the  Nm  MS,,  p.  vii. 

2.  DeseHjftUm  of  the  AddU.  MS. 
81,042,  p.  Yiii 

§  8.  3%e  Qege  of  Melayne,  Mouree,  Jf'o., 

qf,  p.  ix. 
§  4.  Boland  and  Otael,  tauroe,  ^,, 

<>/,  P.X. 
§  5,  Date  and  IHaleet  qf  the  Sege  of 

Melayne  and  Boland  and  Otuel, 

p.  xiL 
§  6.  Probable  date  of  the  evente  nar^ 

rated,  p.  xlii. 
%7.  The  name  "  Otuelt"  p.  xiv. 
I  8.  Metre  and  rimes  qf  the  Sege  of 

Mdayne  and  Boland  and  Otuel, 

p.  XV. 

§  9.  Correetions  snggested  in  Sege  of 

Melayne  and  Boland  and  Otael, 

p.  xvi. 
§  10.  On  the  apparent  u$e  of  Hnffu* 

Ian  for  plnralt  in  Boland  and 

Otuel,  p.  xvii. 
§  11.  The  Song  of  Boland,  its  sonrce, 

^o.f  p.  xviii. 


§  12.  Was  the  Chanson  de  Boland 

swig  at  the  battle  of  Hastings  ? 

p.  xix. 
§  18.  MSS.    qf  the   French  poem, 

p.  XX. 
§  14.  l%e  Ptendo-Turpin's  Life  of 

Charles  the  Great,  p.  xxL 
§  16.  Works  consulted  and  referred 

to,  p.  xxi. 
§  16.  Description  of  MS  Zansdowne, 

888,  p.xxU. 
§  17.  Metre  qf  the  Song  of  Boland, 

p.  xxiL 
§  18.  Bimes  of  the  Song  of  Boland, 

p.  xxiii. 
§  19.  Corrections  suggested  in   the 

Song  of  Boland,  p.  xxiv. 
§  20.  Dialect  grammatical  pemtliar" 

ities,  and  metre  qf  the  poem, 

p.  XXV. 

§  21.  Date  qf  the  poem,  p.  xxx. 
Appendiw, — Turpin^s  account  of  the  - 

death  of  Boland,  p.  xxxii. 
Shetehes  qf  the  stories,  p.  xxxiv. 


§  1.  In  my  introduction  to  Sir  Ferumbras,  p.  xiii,  I  remarked  on 
the  singalar  fact  that  all  the  English  Charlemagne  Romances  known 
to  be  in  existence  at  that  time  were  unique.  As  stated  in  the  addi- 
tional note,  p.  xxxiy  after  my  introduction  had  been  printed,  a  paper 
MS.  of  the  early  part  of  the  15th  century  was  purchased  for  the 
British  Museum,  containing  amongst  many  other  pieces  two  Charle- 
magne Romances,  which  are  now  here  printed  for  the  first  time,  and 
which,  strange  to  say,  may  also  be  considered  unique. 

The  first  poem,  the  Sege  of  Melayne,  is  absolutely  unique,  while 
the  second,  Roland  and  Otud,  although  a  tramdation  of  the  same 
French  original  as  the  Sir  Otuel  of  the  Auchinleck  MS.,  as  little 
agrees  with  it  as  Sir  Fertimhraa  agrees  with  the  Sotcdone  of  Baby- 
loyne,  and  is  also  practically  an  unique  poem. 
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VIU  DESCRIPTION   OP  MS.  ADDIT.  81,042. 

§  2.  The  Addit.  MS.  31,042  is  a  quarto  volume,  in  paper,  con- 
taining 179  folios,  in  addition  to  four  leaves^  of  parchment,  part  of 
the  original  binding.  It  is  marked,  '*  Poems  and  Eomances  collected 
by  K.  Thornton,  15th  century,"  and  was  purchased  July  12th,  1879, 
by  the  Museum,  from  Mr.  J.  Pearson,  to  whom  it  had  been  sent 
over  for  sale  from  America.  Of  its  previous  history  nothing  is 
known.  That  it  originally  belonged  to  Eobert  Thornton,  the  com- 
piler of  the  celebrated  Thornton  MS.,  is  evident  from  his  signature, 
which  appeal's  at  the  end  of  two  of  the  poems.  In  the  first  case  the 
signature  has  been  partially  erased,  and  in  the  second  a  later  hand  has 
written  another  name  over  it. 

The  MS.  contains  a  large  number  of  English  poems,  together  with 
a  few  short  Latin  prayers,  &c.  Some  of  the  pieces  are  in  Thornton's 
own  handwriting,  as  for  example  the  8egge  ofJerusalemy  foL  50 — 66, 
but  the  Sege  of  Melayne  and  Roland  and  Ottiel  are  believed  to  be 
in  a  different  hand.  To  enable  the  reader  to  judge  for  himself  on 
this  point,  an  autotype  of  a  half  page  of  Thornton's  writing,  signed 
by  him,  is  given,  and  also  an  autotype  of  the  back  of  the  same  leaf, 
sliowing  the  beginning  of  the  Sege  qf  Melayne. 

The  first  piece  in  the  volume  is  a  long  religious  poem,  imperfect 
at  beginning,  divided  into  two  parts,  part  I.  ending  on  If.  32,  bk.  and 
pt.  II.  on  If.  50.  Of  the  first  part  19  sections  remain,  headed, "  Why 
that  oure  lady  was  spowsed ; "  "  Of  the  Concepcyon)  of  lohfi  fe 
Baptiste ; "  "  J?e  Concepcyon)  of  Saynt  John  of  Baptlste ; "  "  How 
Ihe^M  was  of&ede  to  the  temple ; "  *'  How  the  angel  wamned  fe  thre 
kynges  to  ga  noghte  by  heraude,"  &c.  At  the  end  of  the  second 
part,  If.  50,  is  the  colophon,  "  Explicit  Passio  Domini  nosfn  Jhesu. 
Christi"  On  the  same  leaf  follows  the  "Segge  of  lerusalem  off 
Tytus  &  Vespasyane,"  which  ends  on  If.  66.  The  Sege  of  Melayne 
begins  on  If.  66^  bk.,  and  ends  imperfectly  on  leaf  79,  bk.,  after  which 

1  These  four  leaves,  of  which  there  are  two  at  the  beginning  and  two  at  the 
end,  are  now  inoluded  in  the  numbering  of  the  folios.  This  was  not  so  wHen 
the  copy  from  which  our  text  is  printed  was  made,  and  it  will  consequently 
be  found  that  all  the  references  to  the  folios  in  the  sidenotes  in  the  present 
volume,  so  far  as  the  Sege  off  Melayne  and  Roland  and  Otuel  are  conoeraed, 
are  2  short  of  the  true  number.  Thus,  according  to  our  text,  the  Sege  of 
Melayne  begins  on  If.  64,  bk.,  whereas,  according  to  the  new  numbering  of  the 
folios,  it  should  be  66,  bk. 
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THE  SOURCE  OP   THE  SBGE  OFF  MELAYNS.  IX 

come  a  Latin  prayer  and  hymn.  On  If.  82  follows  "  J?o  Romance 
of  Duke  Rowlande,"  and  on  If.  94,  "Passionis  Christi  Cantus," 
followed  on  1£  96  by  memorial  verses  on  the  kings  of  England,  begin- 
ning with  "  WiHelmua  Conquestor  Dux  Normannorwm,"  and  ending 
imperfectly  in  the  middle  of  a  verse  on  Edward  I. 

On  1£  97  is  a  morality  without  title,  beginning,  "  Be  noghte  hasty 
nore  so  daynly  vengeable,*'  and  on  If.  98  an  alliterative  poem,  also 
without  a  title,  beginning, "  On  a  morwenynge  of  Maye."  On  If.  102 
follows  a  prayer  in  verse,  most  of  the  verses  beginning  with  a  Latin 
line ;  on  If.  103  it  is  called  a  "  psalme ; "  "  Take  this  psalme,"  &c. ; 
and  on  11  104  begins  a  morality,  entitled  MuralUacio  Sacerdotis 
todua  apparatus  in  missa,  to  which  the  "  psalme  "  forms  a  kind  of 
introduction.  At  the  end  the  morality  is  called  a  ''  latiU  tretise." 
Leaf  110,  bk.  contains  three  verses  of  ''A  Carolle  for  Crystmasse  : 
The  Rose  of  Ryse."  Next  in  order  is  If .  Ill  a  religious  poem,  im- 
perfect and  without  title,  followed,  on  1£  120,  by  *'  a  lonely  Song  of 
Wysdome."  Two  songs  come  next,  "  'A  Song  How  )>at  Mercy  Passeth 
Rightwisnes,"  If.  122,  bk.,  and  "  A  Songe  How  fat  Mercy  passeth  alle 
thynge,"  1£  123,  bk.  On  If.  125  begins  a  long  poem,  without  title, 
but  called  in  the  colophon.  If.  163,  "The  Romance  of  kyng  Richard 
pe  Conquerere."  Following  this  comes  "  the  Romance  of  the  child- 
hode  of  Ih6«u  Criste,  fat  derkys  callys  Ipokrepha,"  and  on  1£  169  an 
alliterative  poem,  entitled  "  The  parlement  of  the  thre  Ages."  The 
last  piece  in  the  volume  is  "  A  god  Schorte  refreyte  By-twene  Wyn- 
nere  and  Wastoure,"  an  alliterative  poem,  which  ends  imperfectly  on 
If.  181,  bk. 

§  3.  The  Sege  of  Melayne  is  evidently  a  translation  of  a  French 
poem,  but  no  copy  of  the  original  is  known  to  exist,  nor  is  there  in 
the  other  romances  even  the  slightest  reference  to  the  events  here 
narrated.  The  author  (or  at  least  the  translator)  several  times  refers 
to  "  the  buke,"  the  **  Cronekill "  or  the  "  Cronede,"  as  his  authority 
(see  IL  7,  9,  502  and  522),  either  meaning  some  legendary  history 
of  Charlemagne,  or  else  hoping  by  so  doing  to  strengthen  the  con- 
nection of  his  poem  with  the  other  romances.  In  the  hope  of  gain- 
ing some  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  poem,  or  at  least  discovering  some 
connection  between  it  and  the  other  Carlovingian  romances,  I  oon- 
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X      SOUROBS  OF  THB  SSOE  OFF  MELAYNB  AKO  BOLAND  AND  OTUKL. 

suited  M.  Gaston  Paris,  whose  elaborate  Htstoire  PoSHque  has  prac- 
tically exhausted  the  subject.  M.  Paris  very  kindly  read  through 
the  proofs,  and  informed  me  that  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
heard  of  the  siege  of  Milan,  and  assured  me  that  nothing  at  all 
resembling  it  exists  in  French.  In  his  opinion,  the  romance  here 
printed  forms  a  kind  of  introduction  to  Otuel,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Destrudum  of  Rome  is  introductory  to  Fierabras.^  M.  Paris  is 
inclined  to  think  that  the  8ege  of  Mdayne  was  originally  written  in 
Anglo-Norman  French,  basing  this  opinion  on  the  popularity  otOtud 
in  £ngland.  This  view,  that  the  8ege  of  Mdayne  was  intended  to 
form  an  intibduction  to  Otudy  is  supported  by  the  facts  that  the  scene 
of  action  of  each  poem  is  laid  in  Italy,  and  that  in  each  the  same 
name,  Garsie,  is  given  to  the  Soudan.  The  connection  would,  very 
probably,  have  been  shown  much  more  clearly  had  not  the  end  of  the 
poem  been  unluckily  lost. 

Although  we  cannot  class  the  Sege  of  Mdayne  or  Roland  and 
Otud  amongst  first-class  romances,  and  although  the  absurdness  of 
some  of  the  episodes  remind  us  strongly  of  Sir  Thqpas,  and  amply 
justify  Chaucer's  ridicule,  still  neither  of  the  poems  can  be  set  down 
as  bad.  The  lines  as  a  rule  run  well,  the  rimes  are  very  correct,  and 
the  interest  is  very  fairly  kept  up. 

The  episode  of  the  angel  delivering  the  sword  to  Charles,  and 
enjoining  on  him  the  task  of  avenging  the  su£Eerings  of  his  Christian 
subjects  is  probably  founded  on  2  Maccabees  xv.  15,  16. 

§  4.  The  second  poem  here  printed  is  an  English  version  of  the 
French  romance  of  "Otinel,"  edited  in  1859  for  the  series  of  Lea 
Anciens  Pokes  de  Ju  France^  by  MM,  Guessard  and  Michelant,  from 
the  same  MS.  in  the  Vatican  Library,  which  contains  the  romance  of 
Fierabrae.  Only  one  other  MS.  of  the  poem  is  known  to  be  in  exist- 
ence, and  is  preserved  in  the  library  of  Sir  T.  Phillipps,  No.  8345. 
These  two  versions  differ  in  several  minor  points,  one  for  instance  as 
to  the  time  of  year  when  Otuel  arrives  on  his  message  to  Charles. 
The  Vatican  MS.  says,  I  21 : 

"  Ce  fu  a  Patques,  si  comme  o!  avon. 
Tint  sa  oour  kalles  a  Paris,  sa  meson." 


See  Introduction  to  Sir  Ferumbra*,  p.  xii. 
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THB  CYCLIC   PO£M   '' CHARLBMAONE  AND   ROLAND."  xi 

while  the  Middlehill  MS.  has, 

"  Seignors,  90  fu  lejor  dunt  U  Innocent  sunt ; 
A  Paris  est,  en  France,  Charles  de  Cleremont, 
U  tint  sa  curt  plenere." 

That  the  latter  is  correct  is  evident  from  the  English  version ;  see  1. 
686  below.  The  Anchinleck  Ottid  was  clearly  translated  from  a 
French  MS.  of  this  type,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  the  version 
here  printed  was  also  taken  from  a  similar  MS. 

Warton,  in  his  History  of  English  Poetry,  I.  80,  ed.  1840,  says 
that  in  the  library  of  Peterborongh  Abbey  was  a  volume  with  the 
title  Gesia  OtueHis,  which  may  possibly  have  been  a  version  of  our 
poem.^ 

Warton  also  mentions  that  amongst  the  Sagas  in  the  royal 
library  at  Stockholm  is  one  with  the  title  :  '^  Karlamagnus-Saga  ok 
Kappa  Hans,"  containing  the  following  :  (1)  Of  Charlemagne's  birth 
and  coronation ;  and  the  combat  of  Carvetas  king  of  Babylon  with 
Addegir  the  Dane.  (2)  Of  Aglandus  king  of  Africa,  and  of  his 
son  Jatmund,  and  their  wars  in  Spain  with  Charlemagne.  (3)  Of 
Roland,  and  his  combat  with  Villaline  king  of  Spain.  (4)  Of 
OttueVa  conversion  to  Christianity,  and  his  marriage  with  Charle- 
magne!s  daughter.  (5)  Of  Hugh  king  of  Constantinople,  and  the 
memorable  exploits  of  his  champions.  (6)  Of  the  wars  of  Ferracute, 
king  of  Spain.  (7)  Of  Charlemagne's  achievements  in  Rouncevalles, 
and  of  his  death.^ 

M.  Gaston  Paris  recognizes  in  Ottiel  a  portion  of  a  cyclic  poem  to 
which  he  gives  the  title  of  **  Charlemagne  and  Eoland."  This  cyclic 
poem  he  divides  into  four  parts  :  (1)  the  journey  of  Charlemagne  to 
the  Holy  Land,  according  to  the  Latin  legend ;  (2)  the  beginning  of 
the  wars  in  Spain,  according  to  the  early  chapters  of  Turpin's 
Chronicle,  and  including  thQ  episode  of  the  duel  between  Eoland 
and  Ferragus;  (3)  Otucl,  according  to  the  Auchinleck  version  as 
continued  in  Mr.  Fillingham's  MS.;'  (4)  the  conclusion  of  Turpin's 

'  The  same  library  also  possessed  a  MS.  with  the  title  Bellum  contra 
BuneiraUnm,     Ounton's  Peterborough,  p.  108. 

«  ffiit,  English  Poetry,  I.  xlvi,  ed.  1840. 

•  I  haye  been  entirely  unsuccessful  in  my  efforts  to  ascertain  the  where- 
abouts of  this  MS.,  of  which  we  know  nothing  beyond  what  Ellis  tells  us  in 
his  Metrical  Rofkances,  II.  813  ;  that  it  is  in  6-lined  stanzas,  and  that  its  st}'le 
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Chronicle.^  Of  these  we  Lave  the  first  two  and  part  of  the  third. 
Tho  first  and  second  together  make  up  the  poem  in  the  Auchinleck  MS. 
analyzed  hy  Ellis  under  the  title  oi  Roland  and  Ferragus,  and  printed 
for  the  Ahbotsford  Club,  in  1836,  under  the  title  of  Rotdand  and 
Vemagu,  The  poem  here  printed  and  the  Auchinleck  Otuel  represent 
the  first  half  of  part  3 ;  the  second  half,  as  already  said,  being  now 
unfortunately  lost  sight  of.  No  English  poem  corresponding  to  pari 
4  is  known  to  exist  except  the  fragmentary  Song  of  Roland, 

The  connection  between  the  so-called  Rouland  and  Vemagu — an 
unfortunate  misnomer,  by  the  way,  inasmuch  as  it  applies  really  only 
to  a  single  episode  in  the  poem — ^and  Otud  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
concluding  lines  of  the  former  : 

«  And  al  the  folk  of  the  lond, 
For  ODOur  of  roulond, 

ThoDked  god  old  &  ^ong ; 
&jede  a  procesioun, 
With  croice  &  gomfaynoun, 

k,  salue  miri  song, 
Bothe  widowe  &  wiif  in  place. 
Thus  thonked  godes  grace 

Alle  tho  that  speke  with  tong, 
To  Otuel  also  ^ern, 
That  was  a  sarrazin  stern, 

Ful  sone  this  word  sprong.'* 

The  Sege  off  Melayne  which  also  forms  a  kind  of  introduction  to 
OtiLcl,  must  be  looked  upon  as  an  after-thought  of  the  author,  and 
not  as  one  of  the  original  parts  of  this  cyclic  poem.  It  conies  in,  as 
a  sort  of  interlude  between  Roland  and  Vemagu  and  Otuel. 

§  5.  That  the  Sege  off  Melayne  and  Roland  and  Otud  were 
originally  written  in  a  northern  dialect,  and  that  the  copies  which 
have  come  down  to  us  were  made  by  a  southern  scribe,  is  evident, 


"is  much  more  languid  and  feeble  [than  that  of  the  Auchinleck  MS.],i 
bling  pretty  nearly  the  diction  of  [^Itoland  atid  Ferragvt],  It  has,  however, 
the  merit  of  completing  the  story,  and  of  furnishing  a  paraphrase  of  Turpin's 
Chronicle,  from  the  period  of  the  death  of  Ferragus  to  the  battle  of  Bonces- 
valles.**  Ellis  gives  an  analysis  of  a  portion  of  thv  poem,  beginning  at  the 
point  where  Otuel  leaves  off.  The  romance  describes  the  victory  of  Charles 
over  Ibrahim  king  of  Seville,  the  treachery  of  Ganelon,  the  battle  of  Ronces- 
vaux  with  the  death  of  Roland,  the  subsequent  defeat  of  the  Saracens  by 
Charles,  and  the  punishment  of  the  traitor  Qanelon.  The  poem  must  have 
treated  the  subjects  very  slightly,  as  altogether  it  extended  to  only  1100  Un<^ 
*  JTutoire  Poetiqve^  p.  156. 
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not  only  from  the  rimos,  but  also  from  the  large  number  of  northern 
words  and  forms  still  to  be  found  in  them.  Thus  we  have  such  dis- 
tinctively northern  words  as  maaey  tase,  tane^  hits,  thethpn,  iJitisgates, 
imelle,  nefe^  nife,  thire,  till,  alade,  slak,  tohilU,  cJiildire,  at,  that,  of, 
to,  as  well  as  northern  imperatives  in  dees,  assembles,  &c.,  and  par- 
ticiples in  sittande,  doande,  rynnande,  lukande,  &c.  The  3rd  pi.  of 
verbs  generally  ends  in  es,  but  very  frequently  the.  form  has  been 
altwed  by  the  scribe.  The  similarity  between  the  Sege  off  Melayne 
and  ^V  Perceval,  both  in  the  language  and  style  generally,  and 
especially  in  the  manner  in  which  the  text  has  been  altered  by  the 
Boribe,  is  remarkable.  In  both  we  find  him  at  times  altering  half  a 
stanza,  and  at  other  times  leaving  whole  stanzas  untouched.^  So 
great  is  the  similarity,  that,  coupling  with  it  the  fact  of  both  MSS. 
having  been  compiled  for  Eobert  Thornton,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  two  poems  here  printed  are  by  the  same  hand  as  ^> 
Perceval. 

As  to  the  dates  of  these  two  poems  it  is  impossible  to  decide  with 
any  degree  of  certainty.  The  loss  of  the  final  e  does  not  help  us.  It 
had  long  ceased  to  be  of  any  value  either  as  a  number  or  a  case  end- 
ing in  northern  and  even  in  some  midland  dialects,  and  we  cannot 
therefore  base  any  theory  on  its  omission.  The  copies  which  we  have, 
were,  in  all  probability,  written  about  1430 — 40,  that  is  to  say  about 
the  same  time  as  the  Thornton  MS.,  but  the  poems  themselves  I 
believe  to  have  been  written  in  the  end  of  the  previous  century. 

§  6.  If  we  were  to  assume  that  the  incidents  related  in  the  Sege 
of  Melayne  had  any  fotmdation  in  fact,  and  that  the  events  were 
correctly  described,  we  must  ^n  on  the  years  776  or  777  as  the  time 
when  they  took  place.  This  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  Bichard  of 
Normandy,  who  plays  an  important  part  in  Sir  Ferumbras,  is  killed 
in  it  (see  1.  329).  The  date  of  the  latter  romance  we  have  already 
seen  is  fixed  at  a.d.  775,^  while  the  treachery  of  Ganelon  and  the 
death  of  Boland  took  place  in  778.  It  is  true  that  from  1.  138, 
compared  with  the  French  original,  L  92  (see  note  to  L  137),  that  the 

*  Oompare  stansas  60,  68,  62,  68  of  Perceval  with  stanzas  46,  46,  81  and 
89  of  Melayne, 

*  See  IntroduoUon  to  Sir  Ferumbras,  p.  xvi. 
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events  narrated  aie  supposed  to  take  place  nine  montlis  after  the 
destruction  of  Eome,  which  in  Sir  Ferumbraa,  L  2832,  is  said  to 
have  occurred  "  twehnonth  and  more  apaste,"  i,e.  in  773  or  774, 

To  Roland  and  Otud,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  so  easy  to 
assign  any  certain  date.    The  names  of  the  douzeperea  do  not  help  us. 

According  to  the  Chanson  de  Roland,  Charles  passed  ''  set  anz 
tuz  pleins  "  in  Spain,  fighting  against  the  Saracens,  while  in  Out  de 
Bourgogne  this  period  is  extended  to  ''  xxvii.  anz  tons  plains  accomplis 
et  passez,"  ^ 

The  Vatican  MS.  of  our  poem  opens  by  saying  that  Otuel  arrived 
at  £aster-tide  at  Paris,  where  Charles  was  holding  his  court,  but 
curiously  enough  it  directly  afterwards  states  that  the  French  delayed 
their  expedition  against  the  Soudan  during  December,  January, 
February,  and  March,  and  make  their  start  on  the  1st  ApriL' 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  our  author  supposes  the  French  king 
to  have  returned  to  Pans  after  the  capture  of  Pampeluna.^  This  idea 
of  a  temporary  return  to  France  does  not  occur  in  any  other  of  the 
romances,  and  we  can  only  explain  it  by  supposing  that  the  author 
of  Roland  and  Otuel,  while  wishing  to  associate  his  poem  with  those 
already  well-known  romances  connected  with  the  conquest  of  Spain, 
found  the  ground  so  fully  occupied  that  he  was  obliged  to  shift  the 
scene  of  his  poem  elsewhere.  But,  while  doing  so,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  connection,  he  supposes  Charles  to  have  returned  to  Paris,  tem- 
porarily at  least.  At  the  same  time,  with  a  view  of  strengthening 
the  connection  further,  he  has  introduced  into  his  poem  characters 
already  familiar  to  us,  and  represents  Otuel  himself  as  the  nephew 
of  Ferragus,  whose  duel  with  Eoland  is  told  in  Roland  and  Vemagu. 
Besides  this  he  has  given  a  few  slight  references  to  events  already 
past,  as  in  U.  137-8 ;  see  also  the  French  version  as  quoted  in  note 
to  L  798. 

§  7.  The  name  Otuel  appears  to  be  simply  a  diminutive  of  Otes, 
in  which  form  it  occurs  twice  in  our  poem,  see  U.  67  and  1127,  in 
the  first  of  which  instances  it  seems  to  have  confused  the  translator. 
The  Middlehill  MS.  of  the  French  poem  reads  plainly  "  Otuel," 


'  Bee  note  to  Sir  I^trumhras,  1. 
>  The  Middlehill  Ma  oorreots  the  blunder ;  see  note  to  1. 686.        '  See  1.  798. 
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while  the  Vatican  MS.  has  *'  Otmel,'*  which  is  the  form  adopted  by 
the  French  editors.  The  Auchinleck  MS.  reads  throughout "  Otuwel," 
so  that  theie  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  form  which  the  name  took 
in  England.  MM.  Guessard  and  Michelont  in  their  Introduction  to 
**  Otinely"  p.  viii,  state  that  they  have  in  English  charters  of  the  13th 
century  come  across  such  names  as  ''Otuel  de  Bovilly"  ^'Otwel 
de  Needham,"  as  well  as  '« Odenell  de  UnframoiU,"  "  Odinellus," 
"Otynellis,"  "Otenellus,"  &c. 

§  8.  The  8ege  off  Melayne  is  written  in  12-lined  stanzas,  the 
limes  of  which  run  as  follows : — aaby  ccb,  ddb,  eeh.  Every  third  line 
contains  only  three  feet,  the  others  four  each. 

Roland  and  Otud  is  also  written  in  12-lined  stanzas,  but  the 
scheme  of  the  rimes  is  rather  dififerent,  running  thus : — aah^  aab,  ceb, 
eeh.  The  scheme,  however,  occasionaDy  breaks  down ;  see,  for  instance, 
ste.  59,  83,  125  and  126. 

Allowing  for  the  wholesale  change  of  the  northern  a  to  the 
southern  o  which  the  scribe  has  made  in  both  poems,  and  a  further 
frequent  use  of  o  f or  u  in  Roland  and  Otuel,  the  rimes  are,  as  a 
rule,  very  correct. 

The  scribe  has  not  been  at  all  consistent  in  his  substitution  of 
southern  for  northern  forms.  Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  Sege  off 
Melayne^  st  61,  p.  24,  we  have  the  original  forms  taa,  gaa,  slaa, 
Jay,  while  in  the  very  next  stanza  we  find  soo,  foo,  goo,  woo.  Some- 
times, as  in  St.  81,  he  alters  half  a  stanza;  see  alfio  Roland  and 
Otuel,  sts.  24,  82,  105,  129,  &c.i 

Assonances  occasionally  occur;  thus,  we  find  such  rimes  as, 
stoerde — ertJie,  M.  118,  1087 ;  toeni — blenke^  M.  570  ;  chide — emyte, 
O.  198 ;  avenante — aemUande^  O.  790;  fame — tone,  0.  967  ;  dame 
— sUmej  O.  971 ;  come — tone  (for  eame—tane),  0. 1423.  Frequently 
the  vowels  in  the  riming  syllables  are  not  alike ;  as  in  frusche — 
dosohey  M.  470;  Sara^ene—pyne,  M.  605  (cf.  L  694);  etirtt—Jiertt, 
M.  1027  :  pan^men,  M.  1597 ;  nyghie-^^reghte,  M.  1185  ;  ahoffe^ 
Ivffe,  M  1384;  Roland— fende^  0. 1015;  hade^-nede,  0.  909;  grenne 
— rynne,  0. 1423 ;  rynn — wonn,  0.  801 ;  childe—helde,  0.  486,  &c. 
Were  (pt,  t)  generally  rimes  with  -are,  but  occasionally  with  -ere 
'  The  same  thing  oooors  in  the  Thornton  Romances  througfaoat. 
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and  -erre.  Probably  it  was  originally  ware,  see  0.  1468.  Were 
(war)  rimes  with  there  in  M.  527. 

Slayne  rimes  with  tane  in  M.  283  and  340  and  0.  1531,  and 
with  -ayne  in  M.  355  and  538. 

Dy  and  dye  were  pronounced  dee;  see  M.  368,  489,  1155,  1194, 
1355,  and  1439. 

Dry  rimes  with  /  in  M.  755,  but  was  evidently  pronounced  dree 
in  M.  1485,  where  the  scribe  has  added  -ee. 

Heghe  rimes  with  -ee  in  M.  360,  404,  1012,  and  1575,  and  simi- 
larly e^he  in  M.  319.     Compare  7i6  in  M.  1592. 

Was  rimes  wiihgase  in  M.  1599,  with  chase  inM.  1146,  place  Ixi. 
M.  844,  0.  314,  439,  &c. 

Paresche,  Paresshe,  Pariche  or  Pareyche  has  either  been  altered 
by  the  scribe,  or  was  pronounced  PariSf  for  we  find  it  riming  with 
pryce  in  M.  208  and  0.  1467,  with  Deiiys  in  M.  505,  and  with  wyce 
in  0.  39  and  1579.     Compare  the  rime  harrea—freachej  in  M.  1159. 

For  wite  we  find  the  forms  weite  M.  120,  wiete  in  M.  749,  and 
wytt  in  M.  369.    In  the  first  and  last  cases  it  rimes  with  ete. 

Face  and  hose  rime  in  0.  1072. 

The  rime  dryvede — hede  in  M.  328  (compare  0.  555  and  1201) 
is  noticed  in  my  note.  But  it  is  further  interesting  and  important  as 
bearing  on  the  date  of  the  composition  of  the  poem.  Although  written 
hede  the  word  was  evidently  pronounced  heued,  and  is,  in  fact,  so 
written  in  0.  544.  I  can  find  no  later  instance  of  the  full  form  so 
pronounced  than  in  Pierce  the  Ploughman's  Crede,  the  date  of  which 
is  1394.  In  fact  in  the  north  the  word  had  ceased  to  be  a  dissyllable 
40  or  50  years  before. 

§  9.  The  general  correctness  of  the  rimes  enables  us  with  some 
certainty  to  detect  a  few  errors  of  the  scribe.  Thus,  omitting  those 
cases  in  which  a  has  been  altered  to  o,  of  which  I  have  already 
8t)oken,  we  may  safely  say  that  in  M.  421,  435,  455,  and  457,  the 
author  of  the  poem  originally  wrote  hryn  or  hnnne  (compare  0.  95) ; 
so  in  M.  576  the  original  word  was  no  doubt  hrynt  or  hreiit  (for  the 
rime  with  Uenke  cf.  1.  570). 

Again,  Ikf .  1229  should  doubtless  read :  "  fat  es  with-In  alle 
heythynesse"  (for  the  rime  cf.  11.  142  and  1171). 
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In  M.  986-6,  the  author  probably  wrote  fule — spuile,  and  in  M. 
378  nere  is  plainly  a  mistake  for  nee  (c£  U.  449  and  486). 

Drawen  in  M.  711  is  no  doubt  a  mistake  for  drayite^  (cf.  Sir 
De^revant,  L  1614),  and  for  tythingea  in  M.  773  we  must  read 
tythinge. 

In  M.  408  and  O.  1155,  lawe  is  a  mistake  for  laye  (ct  0.  219). 

In  Roland  and  Otuel,  1.  1515,  we  should  jead  dene  for  dere;  in 
st  102,  stanef  euerichane  and  tane  for  tone^  stone  and  euerichone  to 
rime  with  Browan.  In  M.  500  for  steryii  we  should  perhaps  read 
eteme. 

Drew  in  0.  471  should  probably  be  droughe  or  droug. 

In  0.  455  ryde  is  probably  a  mistake  for  ryue  or  ryfe  (ct  IL  905, 
1361  and  1388). 

On  the  rimes  in  0.  567,  570-3-6,  I  have  spoken  in  my  note  to 
L  570. 

Bristes  in  0.  666  is  evidently  wrong,  but  I  don't  see  how  to 
correct  it. 

In  0.  11.  1252-3  the  author  probably  wrote  elde  and  welde. 

In  0.  1034  brightea  should  undoubtedly  be  hrighte  :  on  the  word 
knyghtis  in  the  preceding  line,  and  the  rime,  see  next  section. 

In  st.  132,  L  1581  does  not  rime :  I  would  suggest  that  tliis 
and  the  preceding  line  should  read  : 

"  Home  on  |>aire  waye  to  Paricbe, 
Full  wigbtly  J>an  |>8y  wente." 

§  10.  There  is  one  most  remarkable  point  in  Roland  and  Otuel  for 
which  it  is  difficult  to  account  If  we  look  at  11.  628,  728,  1028, 
1033,2  1383,  1386,  1430,  and  1491,^  we  find  plural  forms  in  -s 
riming  with  words  ending  in  -e.  Whether  the  -«  is  an  addition  of 
the  copier  it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  author,  if  the  forms  are  his,  may 
not  have  intended  the  -«  to  be  sounded,  though  this  is  at  least 
improbable.  More  probably  the  -«  is  an  addition  of  the  copier,  and 
the  author  in  each  case  used  the  singular,  treating  the  words  as  nouns 
of  multitude  after  the  analogy  of  horsei  &c.     It  will  be  noticed  that 

*  See  a  similar  case  in  Sir  Perceval  800,  where  dramene  rimes  with  slayne 
and  agayne,  and  again  in  Sir  Degrevant,  143. 

*  For  the. rime  with  hrightet  see  ahove. 

'  In  this  case  I  have  wrongly  altered  the  word  to  Sqrcyere, 

OHARL.  ROM.  II.  I 
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with  the  exception  of  IL  1383  and  1386,  the  words  are  in  every  case 
joined  to  a  number :  "  thies  seuen  hundrethe  knyghtis,"  "  seuen  Jam-' 
drethe  bolde  Bacheleres/'  &c  The  modem  use  of  foot,  pound,  ton, 
score,  &c.,  follows  the  0.  English  use,  and  in  the  present  case  the 
author  seems  to  have  extended  the  rule  that  nouns  of  weight,  measure, 
&C.,  did  not  take  a  plural  form.  Compare  ''an  hundred  pund," 
Hayelok,  163;  "nif  hondred  pond  of  gold,"  Ayenbite,  190;  "tene 
thowsand  pounde,"  Eglamour,  295;  "an  hundurd  pownd  or  two," 
ibid.  173,  <&c  The  two  cases  in  which  no  numbers  occur,  IL  1383-6, 
seem  even  to  strengthen  this  conjecture,  for  stede  and  wede  are  good 
plural  forms.  Compare  Sir  Perceval,  1.  1252  :  ''blody  are  his  wede" 
Knyghte,  too,  would  be  a  true  plural. 

Apparently,  therefore,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  our  author 
intended  bachelere,  hnyghte,  sfede,  wede,  &c.,  to  represent  plurals. 

§  11.  The  third  poem  in  the  present  volume  is  a  fragment  of  the 
only  known  English  version  of  the  celebrated  Chanson  de  Roland,  the 
story  of  the  death  of  the  mighty  Christian  warrior  which  was  trans- 
lated into  perhaps  more  European  languages  than  any  other  similar 
poem,*  and  whose  name  has  been  immortalized  by  Ariosto  and 
Boiardo.  The  Chanson  de  Roland  is  in  reality  the  culminating  point 
of  a  cycle  of  romances,  of  which  there  still  survive  a  large  number  in 
Fi-bnch,  but  of  which  only  a  few  exist  in  English. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that,  notwithstanding  its  exceeding  popularity 
as  evidenced  by  the  numerous  versions  in  other  languages,  there 
should  be  so  few  MSS.  of  the  original  French  poem,  and  that  it 
should  have  remained  so  long  unknown  and  in  MS.  Warton 
evidently  was  ignorant  of  its  existence.  The  first  to  draw  attention 
to  the  poem  was  Tyrwhitt  in  his  note  to  Chaucer,  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas, 
C.  T.  13,741,  where  he  suggests  that  probably  the  Oxford  MS.  was 
an  older  copy  of  that  referred  to  by  Ducange  imder  the  title  of  Le 
Roman  de  Roncevatix, 

The  French  poem  contains  nearly  6000,  and  the  fragment  here 
printed  1049  lines.  The  fragment  is  now  for  the  first  time  given  in 
its  entirety,  but  extracts  from  it  with  a  short  description  of  the  poem 

*  See  the  numerous  versions  printed  in  M.  Miohers  edition,  pp.  226—310, 
and  M.  Oaston  Paris'  exhaustive  JTistoire  Poetiqve, 
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■were  contributed  by  the  late  Mr.  T.  Wright  to  M.  MicheFs  edition 
of  the  Chanson.^ 

M.  Gaston  Paris  came  to  the  conclusion  from  these  extracts 
that  the  loss  ^f  the  greater  portion  of  the  poem  was  not  a  matter 
greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  principal 
merit  of  the  piece  as  it  has  come  down  to  us  lies  in  its  shortness.  As 
I  giye  a  succinct  sketch  of  the  whole  story,  as  told  in  the  French 
original,^  I  will  not  here  refer  to  it  further. 

§  12.  To  us  Englishmen  the  most  interesting  point  about  the 
Chanson  de  Roland  is  that  it  is  believed  by  some  to  have  been  the 
war-chant  sung  by  the  Norman  Taillefer  in  the  battle  of  Hastings.^ 
On  this  point  the  authorities  are  pretty  evenly  divided.  "William 
of  Malmeebury  in  his  account  of  the  battle  says  :  "  Tunc  cantilena 
Rollandi  inchoata,  ut  Martium  viri  exemplum  pugnaturos  acemideret, 
inclamatoque  Dei  auxilioy  prcetium  canfertuniy  hellatumque  acriter,** 

Wace  in  the  Roman  de  Ro§4  is  more  precise  :  H  U^ 

**  Taillefer  qni  monlt  bien  bhantoiti 
Su8  un  cheval  qui  tost  alloit, 
Devant  eus  alloit  chantant 
De  rAllemaigne,  et  de  liollantf 
Et  d'OIivier,  et  de  Yassaux, 
Qui  mororent  en  Baiuscheyanx." 

Modem  authorities,  on  the  other  hand,  incline  to  the  opinion  that 
the  war-chant  referred  to  was  not  that  known  to  us  as  the  Glianeon 
de  Roland,  but  one  composed  by  Kollo,  first  duke  of  Normandy.  In 
favour  of  this  view  M.  Michel  cites  the  following  passage  from  MS. 
HarL  116,  fo.  142 ;  written  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI : 

"  In  the  jere  of  our  lord  god  viij*  Ix.  ivj.  And  at  that  tymo 
Allurred  being  the  king*  of  Englond  a  famouse  knyght  borfi  in  Don- 
marche,  called  Rouland,  And  he  at  that  time  beynge  a  pay  nem  vncris- 
tend,  with  his  host  entred  in  to  Fraunce,  and  conquered  Roone,  an(¥ 
al  the  grownde  that  now  is  called  Normandie.  And  be  exortaccioA 
of  Frankis  the  Archiebisshoppe  of  Eone,  the  said  Rouland  was 

»  Pp.  279—284.  «  See  p.  xxxvi,  below. 

'  "  A  Norman  called  Taillefer  spurred  his  borse  in  front,  and  began  the 
song  of  the  exploits  of  Charlemagne  and  Holland,  famous  throughout  Gaul.  As 
he  sung,  he  played  with  his  sword,  throwing  it  up  with  force  in  the  air,  and 
receiving  it  again  in  his  right  hand.  The  Normans  joined  in  chorus,  or  crie<I, 
God  be  our  help  I    God  be  our  help  I  '* — ^Thierry,  ffUt  Conquest  of  Eng.  L  21>5. 

h  i 
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cristened  and  named  Robert,  and?  than  Charles  the  kynge  of  Fraunce 
for  to  haue  pease  with  him  g^auntet)  hym  for  to  wedde  his  doughter 
Gilla,  and  pesibley  for  to  haue  vn-to  hym  and  his  heires  al  the 
grounde  of  Normandye  that  he  hadde  wonne,  and  so  named 
^ormandie, 

^'  This  said  Robert  Roidaniiy  Primus  Dux,  his  Duchie  of  Normandie 
kepte  .xxij.  yere,  and  died  in  the  cristen  faith."  ^ 

The  late  Mr.  T.  Wright^  at  first  thought  it  not  unlikely  that 
*'  the  circumstance  of  Taillefer  singing  in  the  battle  was  an  invention 
of  the  chroniclers,  after  the  battle  of  Roncevaux  had  become  itself  a 
popular  subject  of  song,  and  that  the  ground  of  the  story  was  his  £une 
as  a  poet."  The  purpose  of  the  anecdote  he  thought  was  ''  to  show 
the  bold  recklessness  of  the  warrior,  who  could  amuse  himself  with 
his  song-craft  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy."* 

Admitting  that  the  point  is  one  not  to  be  easily  decided,  yet  it 
seems  difficult,  in  the  face  of  the  precise  words  of  Wace,  to  doubt 
that  in  the  Chamon  de  Roland  we  have  at  least  a  version  of  the 
war-chant  sung  by  Taillefer. 

§  13.  The  best  and  oldest  MS.  of  the  French  oiiginal  is  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  and  is  known  as  Digby  MS.  23.  It  is  an  octavo 
volume,  on  vellum,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  written  in  the  12th 
century.  Another  copy  is  in  the  Library  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  numbered  R.  3.  32.  This  is  a  paper  MS.  in  quarto, 
and  was  written  in  the  sixteenth  century. 

The  poem  was  first  edited  by  M.  Francisque  Michel*  in  1837 
from  the  Digby  MS.  This  edition,  which  was  limited  to  200  copies, 
contains,  besides  the  original  text,  poems  in  Latin,  Spanish,  Grerman, 
Italian,  Icelandic,  &c.,  on  the  same  subject,  together  with  notes  and 
a  valuable  and  very  full  glossary.  From  this  edition  I  have  quottd 
the  few  extracts  which  appear  in  the  notes. 

'  Chunson  de  Roland^  p.  312. 

*  Foreign  Qitarterly  Review,  No.  xxxi.  Octr.  1833,  on  the  French  and 
English  "  Chantont  de  Qe»te,'^  p.  128. 

'  Mr.  Wright  afterwards  changed  his  opinion  :  See  the  Oentleman^s 
Magazine,  May  1836,  p.  479. 

^  **  La  Chanson  de  Koland,  ou  de  Roncevaux,  du  xii*  si^le.  Public  pour  la 
premiere  fois  d'apr^  le  manusorit  de  la  biblioth^ue  Bodl6ienne  ^  Oxford,  [>ar 
Francisque  Michel.*' 
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§  14.  But  the  CJianson  de  Roland,  at  least  in  the  form  in  which 
it  has  come  down  to  us,  was  not  the  only  source  to  which  the  autlior 
of  the  English  version  was  indebted.  The  incidents  mentioned  in 
11.  28—31,  and  68—76,  do  not  occur  in  any  of  the  French  MSS.,  but 
are  founded  on  the  account  given  by  the  Pseudo-Turpin.  I  have 
reprinted  the  passage  in  the  Appendix  (see  p.  xxxi,  below).  Evi- 
dently, therefore,  the  English  translator  either  was  acquainted  with 
Turpin's  Viia  CaroU  Magni,  as  well  as  with  the  Chanson  de  Roland, 
Gt,  as  is  quite  possible,  he  used  a  version  of  the  French  poem  in 
which  incidents  from  Turpin  were  incorporated  with  the  original 
poem.i 

§  15.  To  enumerate  all  the  editions  of  the  French  poem  and  the 
ti-eatises  upon  it  which  have  appeared  since  would  fill  many  pages. 
I  have  already  referred  to  my  great  indebtedness  to  M.  Gaston  Paris' 
Histoire  PoSttque,  and  M.  Michel's  edition  of  the  Chanson  de  Roland, 
Beside  these  there  is  only  one  work  on  the  subject  to  which  I  need 
refer.  This  is  a  Dissertation  by  Dr.  G.  Schleich  on  taking  his  d^ee 
in  the  University  of  Berlin,  on  May  17th,  1879,  and  is,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  the  only  work  which  deals  fully  with  the  English 
version.  In  this  work,  which  extends  to  46  pages,  Dr.  Schleich  has 
examined  the  English  poem  with  great  critical  acumen,  and  although 
on  some  points  I  cannot  agree  with  him,  it  is  at  the  same  time  im- 
possible not  to  acknowledge  the  soundness  of  the  reasoning,  and  to 
admire  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  has  done  his  work.  As  each 
point  will  be  dealt  with  in  detail,  I  will  not  now  refer  to  his  book 
more  particularly,  but  will  proceed  to  give  a  short  description  of  the 
MS.  from  which  this  poem  is  printed.^ 

§  16.  The  Lansdowne  MS.  388  is  a  thick  quarto  volume,  of 
paper,  containing  419  folios.     The  greater  part  of  the  MS.,  which 

*  Such  was  the  opinion  of  Grimm,  Ruolandet  Liet,  Gottingen,  1838, 
p.  xcix. 

*  One  point  I  must  refer  to  here,  and  that  \b  tiiat  occasionally  I  find  our 
transcripts  do  not  agree.  The  differences  certainly  are  slight,  but  the  fact 
remains.  The  present  edition  is  printed  from  a  copy  made  by  Mr.  Brock, 
whose  name  alone  would  go  a  long  way  as  a  guarantee  of  its  correctness. 
This  copy  has  since  been  re-read  with  the  MS.  twice,  once  by  myself,  and  after- 
wards by  Miss  Smith.  The  proofs  were  read  over  twice  with  the  MS.  \  y  Mr. 
Fumlvall,  so  that  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  care  enough  has  not  been  taken  to 
ensure  correctness. 
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formerly  belonged  to  the  antiquarian  Strype,  is  occupied  with  a  life 
of  John  Fox,  the  Martyrologist,  by  his  son,  extending  to  If.  368. 

At  1£  369  is  a  short  poem  with  the  title  **  Here  saythe  the  vij. 
jefte*  of  the  Holy  Gost,"  and  on  If.  371,  a  "Boke  by  Ypocras  to 
knowe  all  manor  ovill  in  manys  body,"  said  to  have  been  "  sent  to 
Cesare  that  was  Emperour  of  Rome.*'  This  is  followed  on  If.  372, 
bk.  by  *'  Danyelles  Dremys,**  a  short  treatise  on  the  interpretation  of 
dreams,  omens,  &c.  A  "  Ditty  on  the  Besurrection  "  begins  on  If. 
373,  and  ends  imperfectly  on  If.  380,  bk.  The  fragment  of  the  Song 
of  Roland  here  reprinted  follows,  and  after  it,  on  If.  396,  begins  a 
"Life  of  WiUiam  of  Wickham."  The  last  English  piece  in  the 
Tolume  is  the  "  Forme  and  ceremony  of  consecrating  virgines  and 
nuns,"  11  404.  Some  of  the  pieces  in  the  MS.  are  in  rather  bad 
condition.  The  Song  of  Roland  is  in  a  small  hand  and  carelessly 
written,  and  in  some  places  the  ink  has  so  faded  as  to  make  it  difficult, 
if  not  almost  impossible  to  decipher  the  words. 

§  17.  The  metre  of  the  poem  is  alliterative,  but  the  rules  are  far 

from  being  strictly  observed.    Thus  we  find  many  lines  in  which  there 

are  but  two  alliterating  letters.     Of  these  the  followiog  examples 

will  suffice: 

<*  frent  to  his  ?t>epon  and  a  send  braid,"  1.  86. 
"  the  kinge  jpraid  his^rinois  euerychon,"  1.  169. 
''I  haue  gone  for  thi  sak  ?roDderfull  wais,**  1.  14. 
**  bon  they  fvickidly  fprought  then  be-dene,**  1.  439,  &o. 

Many  lines  again  have  no  alliteration  at  all,  while  in  a  few  wo 
find  a  sort  of  double  alliteration,  as  in  the  following  : 

"  Here  ridithe  iZonland,  ^od  be  his  ^id,"  1.  268. 
"  we  be/elloB  and/rendis,  ^od  be  our  ^d,"  1.  304, 
"  as  all  the /eld  werj^er,  yt  *emyd  by  the  ton"  1,  711. 

Occasionally  we  find  the  alliteration  running  on  t?,  w;  f^v  :  /,  w  ; 
c,  otJc;  g,  as, 


fv: 
fyw: 


"  That  I  wer  on  them  rengid,  god  it  wold,"  1.  363. 
**  dala^ern  of  valern  then  cum  nH)Id,"  1.  953. 

^  many  on/olowed,  yet  it  vailid  nought,*'  1.  348. 

"  And  thou  wisly  wirche,  thou/ailid  nought,"  1.  31. 
"  they  wend  to  a/eld  the/renohe  bedene,"  1.  739. 
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e,  or  k,  g : 

"then  Ijghtid  ^W3m3rlon  and  com.  In  in  fcr,"  1.  2. 
**  fi'wynylon  ^t  his  ^loue  bi-for  hem  all,"  L  407. 

In  one  instance  we  find  in  the  one  line/,  v,  and  w : 

"  as  I  irent  with-out/olkis  talis  to  seche,**  1.  860. 

Sometimes  again  the  alliteration  is  on  vowels  : 

"  he  armyd  h3rm  surly  in  Jrne  wed,"  1.  285. 
**  /ngler  and  -4ubry,  and  ekailpe  o|>er,**  1.  616. 

§  18.  I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  rimes  in  the  poem. 
In  this  respect  the  author  does  not  show  np  at  all  well ;  in  fact,  we 
might  almost  go  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  a  good  and  true  rime  is 
the  exception,  not  the  rule.  Several  lines  occur  in  which,  whether 
from  the  fault  of  the  anthor  or  his  copier,  no  rime  at  all  is  apparent, 
while  in  others  it  is  only  hy  shifting  the  accent  that  we  can  obtain 
even  the  appearance  of  a  rime. 

Assonances  abound :  such  as  sane — game,  11.  35-6,  57-8 ;  myn — 
hym,  U.  481-2 ;  sliyn—tymy  IL  861-2 ;  hanh—stant,  IL  326-7,  &c. ;  be- 
sides such  rimes  as  toun-^softe,  11.  459-60  j  hond—fouvdy  11.  328-9 ; 
barons  {=^  haronia) — sondis,  IL  179-80;  dyntis — eeintis,  11.  763-4; 
oti-lo/t — sought,  IL  503-4 ;  found — throng,  11.  713-14 ;  with — sight, 
U.  7,  8,  &C. 

Very  frequently  in  order  to  get  a  rime  we  have  to  alter  the  accent 
of  the  words :  as  in  slepithe — thinkithe,  U.  77-8 ;  ojer — myster,  IL 
320-1;  soulis—dyntis,  U.  829-30;  many — on  hie,  U.  Sli-ii-eye — 
many,  11.  403-4,  &c.^ 

With  so  many  inconsistencies,  and  so  little  regard  to  the  rules,  it 
is  plainly  dangerous  to  venture  on  any  correction  of  the  text  founded 
on  the  absence  of  a  rime,  but  in  a  few  cases  the  rime  does  enable  us 
to  ascertain  what  was  in  all  probability  the  original  reading.  Thus 
for  instance  in  L  37,  no  doubt  the  author  wrote  bryngis;  in  L  176, 
find ;  in  L  233,  thaire  ;  in  L  462,  ill ;  in  1.  318,  t^a  ;  in  L  997,  hrest ;« 
in  L  69,  hap;  in  L  834,  vois;  and  in  L  881,  for, 

*  This  enables  U3  to  correot  1. 116,  by  reading  aspedid  »  a  spedid  =  have 
sped  for  aspendid, 

s  I  should  be  inclined  to  make  the  same  oorrection  in  I.  666,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  alliteration. 
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In  11.  181-2,  388-9,  602-3,  669-70,  and  probably  originally  in 
775-6,  the  riming  words  are  alike. 

As  I  have  already  said,  several  instances  occur  in  which  there  is 
no  apparent  rime.  The  following  is  a  list  of  these :  IL  95-6,  97-8, 
344-5,  555-6,  565-6,  692-3,  700-1,  711-2,  815-6,  831-2. 

In  most,  if  not  in  all  of  these,  the  fault  in  all  probability  lies  with 
the  copier.  In  some  we  can  with  some  degree  of  certainty  suggest 
the  original  reading;  thus  in  U.  95-6  it  seems  probable  that  the 
author  wrote  : 

"  And  Fought  sore  with  hym,  and  hym  fendithe, 
he  tok  him  by  the  right  arm  and  hent  it  of  swithe.*' 

In  IL  700-1  we  might  read  the  last  line  : 

*'  And  to  the  erthe  at  the  last  fell  doun  "  (for  the  rime  of.  U.  459-60). 

In  11.  831-2,  the  syllable  -is  has  evidently  been  omitted  by  the 
copier  from  wodis. 

In  many  cases  the  absence  of  a  rime  enables  us  to  detect  the 
omission  or  loss  of  one  or  more  lines,  as  11.  219,  222,  227,  &c.  In 
two  instances  after  11.  620  and  960  a  line  appears  to  be  missing,  but 
as  the  sense  is  not  interrupted,  I  have  hesitated  to  state  as  much  in 
the  text. 

§  19.  In  a  few  cases  the  swing  of  the  line  can  be  improved  by  a 
slight  alteration  in  the  order  of  the  words  :  thus,  1.  385, 

"  Hon  A  bore  bet  me  and  my  brond  bright " 

would  read  better  if  we  read  me  let     And  in  L  114, 

'^  And  the  lebard  had  tak  the  bore  and  slayn  hym." 

I  should  feel  inclined  to  read  hym  slayn,  which  would  not  make  the 
rime  any  worse  than  many  others  in  the  poem. 
Again  in  1.  94  :  the  rhythm  requires  us  to  read, 

**  A  Bore  from  A  bank  com  wondirly  bolstons.'* 

and  similarly  in  1.  312, 

<'  And  to  the  soudan  vs  sold,  as  it  semyd  best.** 
And  1.  610, 

<<  or  I  go  of  this  ground,  and  the  gost  ydd." 
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In  L  462  I  would  read : 

*'lord  mahoun  the  saue,  and  kep  the  from  ille.*' 
And  in  1.  371  : 

" lordis  leuith  this  Borow  ;  help  it  ne  shall." 
Again  in  1.  495 

"but  euery  peoe  of  his  hames  Asonder  be  rent.*' 

§  20.  The  following  are  the  chief  grammatical  peculiarities  of 
the  poem. 

NOUNS. 

The  genitive  singular  is  written  with  -is.  In  L  592  we  find  the 
vowel  omitted. 

The  plural  termination  is  also  -is.  But  here,  too,  the  vowel  is 
frequently  omitted:  -os  occurs  in  IL  306,  352,  362  and  516. 
Oristyn  and  Jiethyn,  as  adjectival  nouns,  do  not  take  any  plural  affix, 
but  we  find  both  Sairsyn  and  Sairdna,  -es  occurs  very  rarely :  see 
11.  308,  420, 79,  307,  &c.  Only  one  instance  of  a  plural  in  -n  occurs ; 
eyne,  L  630. 

As  the  question  of  the  syllabic  pronunciation  of  the  final  syllables 
in  the  genitive  singular  and  plural  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
metre  of  the  poem,  I  here  proceed  to  consider  the  latter. 

The  metre  of  the  poem  is  tolerably  regular,  being  the  same  as 
that  of  William  of  Faleme,  that  is,  anapaestic  in  its  character,  the 
scheme  being 


As  in  Latin,  a  spondee  frequently  takes  the  place  of  the  anapsBst, 
especially  in  the  third  foot  The  following  lines  wiU  show  the 
varieties  of  the  metre : 

<<  with  a  Bohy/nyng  soheld  //  on  his  shnl/der  stouf 
<*of  Sara  /  gos  the  oe//te  he  sent  /  the  )?*  key.'' 
<<  to  go  in  /  to  the  for//ward  to  rest  /  vs  awhile." 
"  It  is  good  /  to  be  wise  //  in  ded  /  and  in  thougfat." 
"  he  that  saithe  /  I  am  tTe//tour,  And  tok  y  of  )>e  heth^m." 
**  ther  had  bene  /  folk  to  few  //  to  fight/hem  agaWnes!" 
^  and  hathe  brew/id  bale  //  in  this  il/kay  stoond.'' 
<<  then  he  sthi/tid  his  sted  //  &  stod  /  still  sone." 
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It  is  not  unusual  to  find  a  foot  consisting  of  a  single  long  syllable, 

as  in — 

1.  49.  "  knygh/tea  ther  her//ne8  horn/ward  they  kest." 

1.  87.  *'  that  the  splintis  /  of  the  sper  //  sprong  /  into  heuyn  /" 

1.  270.  "lord  /  he  said  //  to  you  /  will  I  tell" 

1.  47.  "  Yet  is  frend/chipe  and  faithe  //  fair/iste  at  end." 

h  B6,  "  the  kinge  /  lep  to  horse  //  stint  /  he  ne  wold  " 

See  also  1.  196.     Occasionally  a  line  is  a  syllable  short,  as — 

1.  368.     "  ther  was  we/ping  and  wail//ling  of  knygh/tia." 
L  688.    "  galy  dres/sid  in  gold  //  and  in  sto/nya," 

Or  a  whole  foot  short,  as — 

1.480.  "And  yf  en/y  man  lese// let  melout." 

L  642.  «  Op  we  flee  /  from  this  feld  // 1  wene." 

1.  489.  "  Hon  they  wic/kidly  wrought  //  then  be-dene." 

1.  823.  «  And  his  sheld  /  and  his  brond  //  he  had." 

1.  328.  «  with  bright  shel/dis  and  8chaf//ti8  in  bond." 

See  also  11.  316,  824,  854,  877,  &c. 

A  few  lines  are  pure  iambics,  as — 

1.  860.     "  as  red  /  as  blod  //  with-out/on  rest.'' 

See  also  U.  499,  500-1-2. 

The  metre  being  such,  it  is  impossible  to  say  decisively  whether 
the  syllabic  pronunciation  of  the  terminations  of  nouns  in  the  genitive 
singular  and  the  plurals  still  survived.  In  many  cases  the  swing  of 
the  line  seems  to  require  that  we  should  treat  these  terminations  as  a 
separate  syllable  :  see  for  instance — 

1.  304.  '*  we  be  fel/los  and  fren//dis  god  /  be  our  gid." 

1.  279.  "oner  hil/lis  and  hol//ti8  he  ha^/tid  full  sone." 

1.  420.  "  Your  knygh/tis  be-hind  //  haue  som  bo/res  fond." 

1.  199.  "  and  din/tis  to  dele  //  with  good  /  durmidalle." 

On  the  other  hand  in  many  cases  it  is  tolerably  clear  that  the 
afi^  did  not  constitute  a  syllable  :  as — 

1.  87.  "  that  the  splintis  /  of  the  sper  //  sprong  /  into  heuyn." 

1.  443.  "  men  myght  se  /  ther  ostis  //  in  the  fel/dis  f>er." 

1.  360.  "  cristis  will/is  ne  wer  //  fai  )>at  il/key  stond." 

L  918.  "  and  trum/petis  and  ta//bereps  sothe  /  to  say." 

1.  738.  "  ther  com  /  other  folkis  //  full  mygh/ty  of  mayn." 

The  balance  of  evidence,  however,  is  in  favour  of  the  -w  having 
been  pronounced  as  a  separate  syllable.     At  all  events  it  is  evident 
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that,  at  the  time  the  Song  of  Roland  was  written,  a  poet  was  allowed 
the  licence  of  treating  it  as  such  or  not  as  he  pleased,  just  as  was  the 
case  in  Scotch  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,^  and  as  it 
is  even  now  to  a  great  extent  in  German.  As  the  point  has  a  bearing 
on  the  question  of  the  date  of  the  poem^  I  refer  to  it  again  in  §  21. 

VERBS. 

In  the  present  indicative,  the  termination  of  the  second  person 
singular  is  sometimes  -^9,  as  in  IL  31,  155,  637,  &c.,  and  sometimes 
-idy  as  in  IL  37, 148,  156,  497,  &c. 

The  termination  of  the  third  person  singular  is  generally  -ds^  occa- 
sionally -ithe.  Thus  we  have  ridis^  L  89 ;  toytis,  L  90 ;  leseis^  L  258  ; 
saiSf  L  255  ;  leuys,  1.  257 ;  shakis,  1.  324  j  tellis,  IL  397,  789  ;  ryves, 
1.  755;  and  also  delitKe,  L  249;  defithe,  L  165;  Uddithe,  L  483; 
slepithe,  1  77 ;  tMnkithe,  L  78 ;  taUthey  L  283  ;  goihe^  L  470,  &c. 

In  the  plural  we  find  both  -ithe  and  -en:  as  ddithe,  L  132; 
seithe,  1.  630 ;  hathe,  H  256,  565, 1041,  &c. ;  abiden,  1.  383 ;  pressen, 
1.  635 ;  crosaen,  1.  835 ;  gom,  1.  58 ;  han,  L  196  ;  criene,  L  825,  &c. 
Not  infrequently  the  termination  is  altogether  omitted,  as  in  won,  1. 
15  ;  heteche,  1.  228 ;  lest,  L  313 ;  nylle,  1.  437  ;  sto7id,  hove,  1.  817,  &c. 

In  the  past  tenses  we  find  that  the  -e  in  weak  verbs  had  become 
mute,  and  that  the  -n  in  strong  verbs  had  fallen  away :  11.  336  and 
788  being  the  only  cases  where  it  remains. 

The  imperative  plural  has  sometimes  the  termination  in — itJie, 
as  listynythe,  L  806 ;  herkenyt,  L  1038.  Generally,  however,  the 
termination  is  wanting  as  in  rid,  L  543 ;  mak,  L  519 ;  ah'd,  L  534 ; 
shon,  L  560 ;  hew,  1.  575  ;  rusche,  1. 589,  &c.  In  L  187  we  have  let 
we,  and  in  L  647,  let  vs.  In  L  826,  ledes  is  the  '^nly  instance  of  a 
northern  imperative. 

In  the  infinitive  there  are  only  a  few  instances  \r  which  a  final  -n 
is  found :  aayn,  \L  99,  737,  802,  886,  971  (but  say  in  U.  391  and 
890)  ;  done,  IL  26,  411,  522 ;  bene,  1.  42.  All  these  instances  occur 
at  the  ends  of  the  lines. 

The  present  participle  ends  in  -ing ;  as  suyng,  L  44;  riding,  L 

^  Bee  l>T.TdxaT6j*sJHalect  of  the  S(ntthernGmnties  of  Scotland,  pp  160—167. 
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235;  gletering,  L  295;  satieng,  L  408;  achynipig,  U.  297,  445; 
stonding,  L  415. 

In  the  past  participle  three  instances  occur  of  the  prefix  i-,  y-,  in 
IL  421,  772.  Generally,  however,  the  termination  is  -^,  as  Iwldene^ 
L  215;  broken,  11.  10,  561,  924;  to-breston,  1.  773;  spoken,  doluyn, 
L  390,  &c.  Very  frequently,  however,  the  termination  is  omitted, 
as  in  for-lore,  L  554 ;  won,  L  379 ;  y-hrok,  L  772,  &c.  Tak,  in 
L  114 ;  and  vntak,  L  89,  are  curious  and  noticeable  forms. 

The  form  a  =  have  occurs  three  times,  aspendid  =  a  spedid,  h 
116 ;  aresHd,  L  72 ;  a  had,  L  920. 

In  the  verb  to  Be  the  following  forms  occur: 
Present,  1st  pers.  sing,  am,  IL  130,  409,  <&c.,  he,  1.  943. 
2nd  „      „     art,  11.  37,  535,  ^c. 
3rd    „       „     is,  ys,  es. 

1st    „    plural  ar,  U.  1041 ;  he,  11.  304-5,  &c. 
2nd  „        „     ar,  1.  395,  &c. 
3rd    „        „     he,  U.  123,  126,  &c.i 
Past,  3rd  pers.  sing.  was. 

1st    „     plural  w&r,  IL  227,  361,  &c. 
3rd   „        „     wer,  IL  72,  73,  208,  &c. 
Was  also  occurs  in  the  3rd  pers.  pi.  when  the  verb  precedes  the 
subject  (see  IL  642,  792,  842,  1001,  &c.),  aa  in  Shakspere,  &c 

In  the  pronouns  we  find  my  and  thy  except  in  IL  271,  my  noun  ; 
481,  one  of  myn;  638,  thy  nown.  In  the  3rd  pers.  plural  we  find 
th>er,  them,  hem. 

ADVERBS. 

Xhe  termination  is  generally  -^  :  only  once  do  we  find  -iche,  in 
trtdiche,  L  967.  Many  have  dropped  the  termination  altogether; 
thus  we  have  wondirly  in  IL  94  and  335,  and  wondur  in  L  331 ; 
sadly  in  L  121,  and  sad  ia  I  293;  fair,  L  138;  fuUy  in  L  521, 
and^^inL  124,  &c* 

The  use  of  the  palatal  ch  for  the  guttural  k  is  very  common ;  see, 
for  instance,  seche,  L  5 ;  speche,  IL  6,  19,  229,  360 ;  fecfie,  I  361 ; 
be^eche,  1.  189 ;  reche,  L  190;  riche,  L  966;  myehe,  I  263;  euery- 
>  Perhaps  U  in  1.  168. 
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^on,  L  171 ;  eueryche,  rechar^  L  447,  &c.  At  thesame  time  we  find 
also  8€ky  1.  803 ;  work^  L  416,  as  well  as  wyrche^  IL  31,  165 ;  awrekf 
11.  725,  942 ;  wreh,  1.  628. 

We  nearly  always  find  the  O.E.  a  replaced  by  o :  as  atonys, 
bothef  hole,  sionys,  bone,  &c.,  and  frequently  a  is  also  replaced  by  the 
same  letter,  as  strong,  long,  ihoussondy  hondyfrcm,  &c.,  though  in  a  few 
cases  the  a  is  retained,  aa  in  many,  bank,  stant,  gan,  hand  (only  once, 
in  L  947),  can^  &c 

Dr.  Schleich  points  out  that  -aught  and  -otight  are  kept  quito 
distinct,  the  former  being  restricted  to  words  where  it  represents  the 
A.S.  OBht,  while  the  latter  is  only  used  to  represent  A.S.  oht.  Thus 
wo  have  taught,  1.  796  =  A.S.  gercehte;  taught,  1.  17  =  A.S.  tcxihte; 
but  brought,  L  3  =  A.S.  brohfe;  sought,  L  604  =  A.S.  sohte; 
doughtur,  L  29  =  A.S.  dohtor;  nought,  L  31  =  A.S.  noht;  wrought, 
L  311  =  A.S.  geworht,  &c.  This  distinction  is.  Dr.  Murray  telk  me, 
kept  up  to  this  day  in  the  pronunciation  in  Scotland. 

A  consideration  of  these  peculiarities  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  poem  was  written  in  a  South-West  Midland  dialect. 

Dr.  Schleich  is  of  opinion  that  the  copy  which  we  have  was  made 
by  a  scribe  accustomed  to  a  North-East  Midland  dialect,  basing  his 
opinion  on  the  use  of  at  =  that,  in  L  902,  of  is  (plural),  in  1.  168,  and 
was  (plural),  in  11.  4,  642,  792  and  1001,  as  well  as  the  terminations 
-en  in  the  present  plural,  and  -Ast  in  the  second  person  singular.  But 
these  appear  to  be  very  slight  grounds  on  which  to  found  such  a 
theory.  It  is  even  doubtful  whether  w  in  L  168  is  plural.  The 
word  preceding  it  is  very  indistinct  in  the  MS. ;  it  may  be  "  men," 
but  a  dissyllable  seems  to  be  required.  Again  the  only  cases  where 
was  is  used  with  a  plural  subject  are  where  the  verb  precedes  the 
subject ;  in  other  cases  we  find  wer.  This  use  of  is  and  was  with  a 
plural  subject  following  is  not  at  all  uncommon  in  many  of  our 
writers.  Shakspere  uses  it  frequently  (see  Dr.  Abbott's  Shakspearian 
Grammar,  §  335),  and  it  is  now  a  recognised  idiom  of  our  spoken 
language,^  arising  from  a  want  of  anticipation  on  the  part  of  the 
speaker  of  the  number  of  the  subject. 
'  Compare  the  French  use  of  t7  y  a,ily  avait  followed  by  plural  subjects. 
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§  21.  I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  date  of  the  poem,  on 
which  point  the  most  widely  different  views  have  been  expressed. 
Gaston  Paris  thought  it  was  probably  written  in  the  13th  century.^ 
Wright  assigned  it  to  the  14th,*  and  Ten  Brink  to  the  b^inning  of 
the  same  century,  while  Dr.  Schleich  thinks  that  it  could  not  have 
been  written  before  the  second  half  of  the  15th  century.*  The  true 
date  I  believe  to  be  about  1400. 

Dr.  Schleich  bases  his  opinion  solely  on  the  non-pronunciation 
of  the  final  e.  That  the  final  e  had  ceased  to  be  pronounced  when 
the  poem  was  written  is  clear  not  only  from  the  numcTous  instances 
in  which,  while  the  writer  has  properly  inserted  it,  it  is  not  required 
for  the  metre  of  the  line,  as  in /aire  ladys,  1.  28  ;  thou  wirchf,  L  31  ; 
they  bete,  L  787 ;  longe,  1.  772 ;  we  «crwe,  1.  812,  Ac,  but  also  from 
the  many  cases  where,  had  the  e  still  retained  its  value^  it  ought 
properly  to  have  been  added.  Thus  in  L  1 64,  wo  have,  in  my  thought, 
for  thoughie  (see  also  L  310);  to  wi/n,  L  113  ;  he  sought,  1  349  ;  they 
hent,  1.  731 ;  ye  myght,  L  201  ;  he  hight,  1.  262,  &e. 

Dr.  Schleich  argues  that  as  we  find  in  Chaucer  the  final  e  retaining 
its  value  up  to  the  end  of  the  14th  century,  this  poem  written  at  a' 
time  when  the  e  had  ceased  to  possess  any  value,  must  bo  assigned  to 
a  date  considerably  later  than  1400.  But  is  the  loss  or  retention  of 
the  final  e  a  certain  criterion,  or  is  a  comparison  with  Chaucer's 
poems  a  fair  one  1  Both  of  these  questions  must,  I  think,  be  answered 
in  the  negative.  The  present  poem  is  written,  as  we  have  seen,  in  a 
South-West  Midland  dialect,  Chaucer's  in  a  South  Midland.  The 
West  Midland  was  influenced  by  northern  dialects  to  a  great  extent. 
Chaucer's  poems,  on  the  other  hand,  are  perfectly  free  from  any  such 
influence ;  on  the  contrary,  we  might  rather  say  that  he  was  influenced 
by  southern  speech.  Dr.  Murray  has  shown  in  his  article  on  the 
English  language,  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  that  up  to  the 
14th  c\itury  there  was  but  little  difference  between  the  speech  of 
London  and  Kent.  Moreover,  he  was  a  very  conservative  writer :  as 
he  wrote  in  1360—70  so  he  wrote  in  1390  1400,  though  no  doubt 
the  change  was  going  on  all  around. 

1  EUtmre  PoHiqne,  p.  156.  'See  M.  Michel's  edition,  p.  279. 

•  Oesohiehfe  der  EnglUhen  Litteratttr,  1877,  vol.  I.,  p.  306. 
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The  West  Midland  dialect,  as  I  have  said,  was,  to  some  extent  at 
least,  influenced  by  the  Northern,  l^ow  the  final  e  had  disappeared, 
60  far  as  any  value  is  concerned,  in  Northern  writers  long  before 
1400.  The  Cursor  Mundi  has  not  a  trace  of  it :  Hampole  does  not 
Vnow  it  Even  in  the  South,  Eobert  of  Brunne,  and  Lydgate  and 
Ocdeve  have  partly  lost  it.  But  it  is  with  none  of  these  that  I 
would  compare  the  Song  of  Roland.  To  form  a  just  and  true  opinion 
the  comparison  should  be  made  with  some  poem  written  in  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  same  dialect.  Audelay,  in  which  the  e  is  gone,  is, 
perhaps,  a  little  too  much  North ;  but  in  William  qf  Palerne  we  have 
a  poem  which  almost  exactly  satisfies  the  conditions.  It  is  written 
in  the  same  metre,  and  in  very  nearly  the  same  dialect.  But  even  in 
it  the  final  e  has  lost  its  value,  and  yet  it  was  written  in  1350,  a 
hundred  years  before  the  date  assigned  by  Dr.  Schleich  to  the  present 
poem.  There  is,  too,  the  same  uncertainty  as  to  the  pronunciation  of 
the  inflexions  of  the  genitives  and  plurals.  Compare  the  following 
lines  with  the  Sotig  of  Rdand : 

**  \>tit  perles  of  alle  pnple  is  praised  oner  alle."    I.  499. 

"  faire  floores  for  to  fecche  |>at  he  bi-fore  him  seyo.*'    1.  26 

"  \>st  briddes  &  smale  bestes  mp  his  bow  he  quelles.**     1.  179. 

**ymg  bold  bames  {'at  bestes  al-so  keped.'*     1.  187. 

'*  )>at  of  horn  ne  of  hound  ne  mi3t  he  here  sowne.**   1.  210. 

Taking  all  these  points  into  consideration  I  do  not  think  that  the 
loss  or  omission  of  the  final  e  is  alone  a  sufficient  ground  on  which  to 
assign  a  date  to  the  present  poem.  From  the  language  generally 
and  the  style  of  the  composition  I  consider  it  to  have  been  written 
considerably  earlier  than  1450,  and  in  fixing  on  1400  as  the  probable 
date,  I  believe  I  am,  if  anything,  putting  it  too  late. 

I  have  the  pleasant  task  of  acknowledging  the  kind  and  freely- 
given  help  which  I  have  received  in  the  preparation  of  this  volume 
from  Mr.  Fumivall,  who,  as  I  have  already  said,  read  over  twice  the 
proofs  of  the  Song  of  Roland  with  the  MS. ;  from  Dr.  Murray,  who 
has  assisted  me  with  his  invaluable  help  on  numerous  points  of  diffi- 
culty ;  from  M.  Gaston  Paris,  and  from  Miss  Marx,  by  whom  tho 
first  two  Bomances  were  copied. 
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APPENDIX. 

The  following  is  the  Fseudo-Turpin's  account  of  the  events 
narrated  in  the  Song  of  Roland, 

Caput  zxii. 

De  proditione  Ganaloni,  et  de  heUo  RoncievcUlis, 

Fostquam  Carolus  magnus  Imperator  et  fortissimus  totam  His- 
paniam  (Hebus  illis  ad  Domini  et  apostoli  ejus  sancti  Jacobi  decus 
acquisivit,  rediens  ab  Hispania,  PampilonisB  cum  suis  exercitibus 
hospitatus  est,  et  erant  tunc  temporis  commorantes  apud  Csesaream 
Augustam  duo  reges  saraceni,  Marsirius  scilicet  et  Belvigandus  pater 
eiiis,  qui  erant  erant  ab  Almiraldo  Babylonis  de  Perside  ad  Hispaniam 
missi,  et  Caroli  imperils  subjacebant,  et  libenter  ei  in  omnibus  servie- 
bant,  sed  in  charitate  ficta ;  quibus  Carolus  per  Ganalonum  mandavit, 
ut  baptismum  subirent,  aut  ei  tributum  mitterent.  Tunc  miserunt  oi 
XXX  equos  omatos  auro  et  argento  gazisque  hispanicis,  et  Ix  equos 
vino  dulcissimo  et  puro  oneratos  miserunt  pugnatoribus  ad  potandum, 
et  mille  mulieres  saracenas  formosas  ad  faciendum  stuprum.  Ganalono 
vero  viginti  equos  auro  et  argento  et  palliis  prsBtiosis  oneratos  f  raudu- 
lenter  obtulerunt,  ut  pugnatores  illorum  manibus  traderet  ad  inter- 
iiciendum ;  qui  concessit,  et  pecuniam  illam  accepit  Itaque  priuato 
inter  se  pacto  pravse  traditionis,  rediit  Ganalonus  ad  Carolum,  et  dedit 
ei  gazas,  quas  reges  miserant^  dicens  quod  Marsiruis  vellet  fieri  chris- 
tianus,  et  praeparabat  inter  suum  ut  veniret  ad  Carolum  in  Gallia,  et 
ibi  baptismum  acciperet,  et  totam  terram  hispanicam  amplius  pro  illo 
teneret.  Maiores  vero  pugnatores  vinum  solummodo  ab  eo  acceperunt  ; 
mulieres  vero  nullatenus;  sed  minores  sustulerant.  Tunc  Carolus 
verbis  Ganaloni  credens,  disposuit  transire  portus  cisereos,  et  redire  ad 
GallianL  Inde  accepto  consilio  a  Ganalono  Carolus  preecepit  caris- 
simis  suis,  scilicet  Eolando  nepoti  suo  Cenomanensi,  et  blaviensi  co- 
miti,  et  Olivierio  gebenensi  comiti,  ut  cum  maioribus  pugnatoribus  et 
viginti  millibus  Christianorum  ultimam  custodiam  in  Koncievalle  face- 
rent  donee  ipse  Carolus  cum  aliis  exercitibus  portus  cisereos  transiret ; 
itaque  factum  est.  Sed  quia  praecedentibus  noctibus  vino  saracenico 
ebrii  quidam  cum  mulieribus  paganis  et  christianis,  et  foeminis,  quas 
secum  militesde  Galia  adduxerant  fomicati  sunt,  mortem  incurrerunt. 
Quid  plural  dum  Carolus  portus  cum  xx  millibus  Christianorum  et 
Ganalono  et  Turpino  transiret,  et  prsefati  ultimam  custodiam  facerent, 
Marsirius  et  Belvigandus  cum  L  millibus  Saracenorum  summo  mane 
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exiorant  de  nemoribus  et  collibus,  ubi  consilio  Ganaloni  duobus  dicbus 
totldemque  noctibus  latuerant,  et  fecerunt  duas  turmas  ;  unam  et  xx. 
millibus,  aliam  ex  xxx.  Ilia  vero  qua  erat  ex  viginti  primum  caepit  post 
tergum  subito  percutere  nostros ;  iUico  nostri  reversi  sunt  coutra  illos, 
ad  expugnandoB  eos,  et  a  mane  usque  ad  tertiam  omnes  occiderunt 
neque  unus  quidem  e  viginti  millibus  evasit.  Statim  nostros  tanto 
bello  fatigatos  et  lassos  alia  trigiuta  millia  Saracenorum  aggrediun- 
tur,  et  percusserunt  eos  a  majore  usque  ad  minorem,  nee  nnus 
quidem  ex  triginta  millibus  Christianorum  evasit ;  alii  lanceis  per- 
forantur,  alii  spata  docollantur,  alii  securibus  abscinduntur,  alii 
sagittis  et  iaculis  perforantur,  alii  perticis  verberando  perimuntur,  alii 
cultellis  vivi  excoriantur,  alii  igne  cremantur,  alii  arboribns  sus- 
ponduntur.  Ibi  interficiuntur  omnes  pugnatores  pweter  Rolandum 
et  Baldovinum,  et  Turpinum  et  Tedericum,  et  Ganalonum.  Baldovi- 
nus  et  Tedericus  dispersi  per  nemora  tunc  latnerunt  et  propterea  evase- 
runt.     Tunc  Saraceni  una  leuga  retro  redierunt. 

Interrogatio. 

Hoc  in  loco  intorrogandum  est  cur  illos,  qui  minime  cum  mulieribus 
non  sunt  fornicati,  Dominns  mortem  incurrere  permisit  cum  iis,  qui 
ebriati,  f ornicati  sunt ) 

Eesponsio. 

Ideo  profecto  illos,  qui  ebriati  et  fomicati  non  sunt,  Dominus 
mortem  incurrere  permisit,  quia  voluit  ut  ad  patriam  propriam  amplius 
non  redirent,  ne  forte  in  aliquibus  delictis  incuraerent;  et  etiam 
voluit  eis  pro  laboribiis  suis  coronam  caelestis  Regni  per  passionem 
impendere.  Illos  vero,  qui  fomicati  sunt  mortem  permisit  incurrere, 
quia  per  gladii  passionem  voluit  illorum  peccata  delere.  Nee  debet 
dici  quod  clementissimus  Deus  non  remuneravit  transactos  labores 
eorum ;  scilicet  qui  in  fine  nomen  ejus  confess!  sunt,  peccata  confi- 
tentes ;  licet  enim  sint  fomicati,  tamen  pro  Christi  nomine  sunt  in 
fine  pcrempti.  Igitur  pergentibus  ad  prselium  patet,  quod  pemicio- 
8US  sit  comitatus  foeminamm :  uxores  ant  foeminas  alias  amplius 
ducere  non  licet.  Quidam  terreni  principes,  Darius  scilicet  et  Anto- 
nius  olim  cum  nxorum  comitatu  perrexerunt  ad  bellum,  et  ambo 
conruerunt ;  Darius  superatus  ab  Alexandre  :  Antbnins  ab  Octaviano 
Augusto.  Quapropter  nulli  licet  mulierem  in  exercitu  ducere  nee 
expedit  habere  mulieres  in  castris,  nbi  libido  castranda  est,  quia 
impedimentum  animae  et  corporis  est. 

Allegoria. 

nil  qniinebriati  et  fomicati  sunt  significant  sacerdotes  et  religiosos 
viros,  contra  vitia  pugnantes,  quibus  non  licet  inebriari  et  mulieribus 
coinquinari  :  quod  si  fecerint :  ab  inimicis  suis,  id  est  a  daemonibus, 
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lapsi  et  forte  in  aliis  vitiis,  malo  fine  interfectiy  et  in  Oroo-  capti 
erunt. 

"De  Vita  Caroli  Magni  et  Rolandi  Historia  Joanni  Toipino, 
Aicbiepiscopo  Remensi  vulga  tributa,"  ed.  by  A  Sebastiano  Ciampiy 
Florence,  1822,  pp.  59—63. 


SKETCHES  OF  THE  STORIES. 

TJie  Sege  off  Mdayne. 

The  Saracens,  under  their  Sultan  Arabas,  having  harried  Bomo 
and  Lombard  J  (p.  1),  attack  and  capture  Milan.  Sir  Alantyne,  lord 
of  that  city,  flies  to  a  neighbouring  town  for  refuge  (p.  2).  The 
Saracens  promise  if  he  will  forsake  Christianity  to  give  him  all  his 
own  again.  He  asks  a  day  for  consideration.  During  the  night  an 
angel  appears  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  bids  him  seek  for  help  from 
Charles  (p.  4).  On  the  same  night  an  angel  also  appears  to  Charles, 
and  gives  him  a  sword,  bidding  him  to  go  and  avenge  Allantyne  (p. 
5).  Allantyne  arrives  and  pleads  his  case,  which  is  supported  by 
Turpin ;  but  Ganelon  persuades  the  king  not  to  go  himself,  but  to 
send  Eoland  with  an  army  (p.  7).  The  French  arrive  at  Milan,  but 
are  defeated  (p.  9),  Richard  of  Normandy  slain  (p.  10),  and  Roland 
with  three  others,  taken  prisoners  (p.  13).  By  a  miracle  they  escape 
(p.  16),  and  start  for  Paris.  On  their  way,  at  St.  Denis,  they  meet 
Turpin  (p.  18),  and  Charles  (p.  19).  Roland  tells  how  only  four 
have  escaped,  and  Turpin  calls  on  Charles  to  avenge  his  men  (p.  20). 
A  large  army  is  assembled,  but  Charles,  at  the  instigation  of  Ganelon, 
refuses  to  go  (p.  21),  and  is  accordingly  cu  sed  by  Turpin  (p.  23). 
By  the  advice  of  Naymes,  Charles  gives  way  (p.  25),  and  the  army 
starts  for  Milan  (p.  27).  Garcy  is  crowned  Sultan  (p.  27),  and  leads 
out  his  army  to  meet  Charles  (p.  31).  Charles  and  Damadowse  fight, 
and  the  latter  is  killed  (p.  33).  A  general  battle  ensues,  Turpin  is 
wounded  (p.  36),  but  the  Saracens  are  put  to  flight,  and  take  refuge 
in  Milan  (p.  37).  The  next  day  Charles  prepares  for  an  assault  on 
the  city  (p.  41).  Turpin  is  again  wounded  (p.  42).  Reinforcements 
come  to  the  Saracens  (p.  44),  and  the  Duke  of  Brittany  comes  to  the 
help  of  Charles  (p.  47).     Part  of  the  French  army  keep  Gaicy  within 
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Milan,  while  the  rest  attack  the  reinforcements  and  defeat  them  (p. 
50).    The  French  prepare  for  the  assault  on  Milan  (p.  52).     End  of 

the  MS. 

Roland  and  Otuel,    ■ 

While  Charles  and  his  donzeperes  are  enjoying  themselves,  Otuel, 
a  Saracen  knight^  arrives  with  a  message  from  the  Sultan  to  Garcy, 
calling  on  Charles  to  forsake  Christianity  and  hecome  his  vassal  (p. 
57).  Directed  hy  Naymes  he  makes  his  way  into  the  king's  presence 
(p.  58).  He  boasts  of  the  success  of  the  Saracens,  and  of  his  own 
prowess  (p.  59).  Sir  Estut,  in  a  rage,  tries  to  kill  him,  but  is  him- 
self slain  by  Otuel  (p.  60).  By  the  persuasion  of  Charles  and 
Boland,  the  Saracen  gives  up  his  sword  and  delivers  his  message  (p. 
61).  He  afterwards  challenges  Boland  to  single  combat,  which  the 
latter  accepts  (p.  64).  After  mass  the  next  morning  they  arm  for  the 
fight  (p.  66),  Belesant,  the  daughter  of  Charles,  assisting  Otuel 
(p.  68).  The  fight  is  carried  on  with  varied  success  :  Koland  tries  to 
convert  Otuel,  but  in  vain  (p.  71).  A  dove  settles  on  the  Saracen's 
helmet,  and  Otuel,  looking  on  it  as  a  sign  from  heaven,  agrees  to 
become  Christian  (p.  73).  He  is  baptised,  and  Belesant  is  betrothed 
to  him  (p.  74).  Otuel  proposes  an  expedition  against  his  uncle 
Qarcy,  which  the  French  agree  to  (p.  75).  On  the  1st  April  the 
army  starts  (p.  77),  and  arrive  near  Attale  (p.  78).  Eoland,  Oliver, 
and  Ogier  ride  out  of  the  camp,  and  meet  four  Saracen  kings  (p.  80), 
three  of  whom  they  slay:  the  fourth,  Clariell,  is  taken  prisoner  (p. 
81),  but  the  Saracens  coming  up,  the  French  knights  are  obliged  to 
let  him  go  (p.  82).  Overpowered  by  numbers,  Roland  and  Oliver 
have  to  fly,  but  Ogier  is  taken  prisoner  (p.  84),  and  given  in  charge 
to  Clariell's  mistress  (p.  86).  Otuel  meets  Koland  and  Oliver  flying. 
They  turn  on  the  Saracens,  whom  they  defeat  with  great  slaughter 
(p.  90).  Otuel  and  Clariell  agree  to  fight  the  next  day  (p.  91). 
After  a  fierce  fight  the  Saracen  is  killed  (p.  96).  Eoland  is  wounded 
in  a  duel  with  Sir  Barlott,  but  is  saved  by  Otuel  (p.  98).  A  general 
battle,  during  which  Ogier  escapes,  ensues,  ending  in  the  utter  rout  of 
the  Saracens  (p.  102).  Ogier  captures  Garcy,  and  the  poem  ends 
with  the  wedding  of  Otuel  and  Belesant. 
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Tlve  Song  of  Roland. 

For  seven  years  had  Charles  boon  in  Spain,  fighting  against  the 
Saracens.  In  this  time  he  had  utterly  defeated  them,  and  had  taken 
every  city  with  the  single  exception  of  Saragossa,  the  stronghold  of 
king  Marsile.  Thia  king,  by  the  advice  of  Blancandrin,  one  of  his 
counsellors,  sends  ambassadors  to  Charles  with  presents  to  ask  the 
conditions  upon  which  he  will  be  allowed  to  retain  his  kingdom  in 
peace.  Charles,  against  the  advice  of  Boland  and  others  of  his  knights, 
allows  himself  to  be  persuaded  by  Ganelon,  and  determines  to  send  a 
messenger  to  MarsUe,  calling  on  him  to  deliver  up  the  keys  of  Sara- 
gossa, to  embrace  Christianity,  and  to  come  in  person  to  pay  homage 
as  a  vassal  of  the  French  king.  Koland,  Naymes,  Oliver,  and  Turpin 
in  turn  volunteer  for  this  dangerous  duty,  but  Charles  will  not  risk 
thoir  lives.  At  the  suggestion  of  Eoland,  Ganelon  is  selected.  He 
accepts  the  duty,  though  unwillingly,  and  accompanies  the  Saracens 
buck  to  Saragossa.  On  the  road,  Blancandrin  discovers  Ganelon's 
hatred  of  Eoland  and  the  other  d(^uzeperes,  and  seeing  that  it  might 
be  turned  to  advantage,  communicates  his  opinion  to  Marsile.  The 
Saracen  king  by  means  of  bribes  induces  Ganelon  to  consent  to  betray 
Eoland  and  his  companions,  during  their  passage  of  the  narrow 
defiles  of  Eoucesvaux.  Having  loaded  the  traitor  with  presents,  ho 
gives  him  the  keys  of  Saragossa  to  be  handed  to  Charles,  so  that  no 
suspicion  might  arise,  and  also  sends  as  gifts  to  the  French  king  a 
number  of  Saracen  girls,  and  a  large  quantity  of  wine.  With  these 
Ganelon  returns  to  the  French  camp,  and  delivers  his  message  to 
Charles  (p.  107),  declaring  that  MarsQe  will  himself  repair  to  France 
within  sixteen  days,  there  to  do  homage  to  Charles,  and  to  embrace 
Christianity.  Charles  is  delighted,  and  gives  orders  for  an  immediate 
return  home  (p.  108).  The  army  starts,  and  after  marching  10  miles 
encamps  for  the  night  (p.  109).  In  the  night  Charles  has  two  dreams, 
warning  him  of  treachery,  which  disturb  him  greatly  (p,  109).  The 
next  morning  he  holds  a  council,  and  reminding  his  knights  of  the  dan- 
gprs  of  the  pass  of  Eoucesvaux,  desires  them  to  arrange  who  shall  take 
command  of  the  rear-guard,  the  post  of  danger  (p.  110).  Ganelon  pro- 
poses that  that  duty  shall  bo  assigned  to  Eoland,  and  much  against  the 
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king's  wish,  Roland  declares  his  willingness  to  accept  the  post  (p.  111). 
The  other  douzeperes  declare  they  too  will  go  with  Roland  (p.  112), 
Leaving  them  hehind,  with  20,000  men,  Charles  and  the  rest  of  the 
army  start  for  France  (p.  114),  Ganelon  commanding  the  van-guard. 
The  Saracens  prepare  to  attack  Roland.  He  sees  them  and  warns  his 
fellows  (p.  115).  Sir  Gauter  is  sent  forward  with  10,000  men  to 
reconnoitre,  but  is  surprised,  and  every  one  of  his  men  slain  (p.  116). 
He  warns  Roland  of  treachery.  Meanwhile  Charles  is  alarmed  at  the 
delay  of  his  rear-guard,  but  is  re-assured  by  Ganelon  (p.  119),  and 
goes  on  to  Cardoile.  The  Saracens  appear,  and  Oliver  presses  Roland 
to  blow  his  horn  for  help,  but  he  refuses  (p.  122).  At  day-break 
Turpin  celebrates  mass,  after  which  the  fight  begins  (p.  1 25).  Roland, 
Oliver,  and  the  others,  perform  prodigies  of  valour  (p.  129),  but  in 
vain,  the  Saracens  are  too  numerous.  A  fearful  6torm  comes  on 
(p.  131),  after  which  the  Saracens  again  attack  the  French  (p.  133). 
Roland  pr<»pose3  to  send  a  messenger  after  Charles  for  help  (p.  136), 
but  it  is  too  late.  [End  of  our  MS.]  Overpowered  by  numbers 
there  soon  survive  but  60  of  the  French  army.  Roland  now  proposes 
to  blow  his  horn ;  Oliver,  seeing  it  is  too  late,  tries  to  dissuade  him. 
Turpin,  however,  agrees  with  Roland,  and  he  accordingly  gives  three 
mighty  blasts,  but  in  doing  so,  bursts  a  blood-vessel  The  sound  of 
the  horn  is  heard  by  Charles  and  his  army,  who  at  once  retrace  their 
steps.  But,  by  this  time,  the  uncle  of  king  MarsQe  has  come  to  his 
aid,  with  more  than  50,000  men.  Oliver  is  killed,  and  over  his  body 
Roland  utters  a  touching  farewell.  There  are  now  left  but  3  French 
knights,  Roland,  Turpin,  and  Gauter.  The  last  is  soon  slain,  and  the 
Arehbishop  is  mortally  woiinded.  Roland  unlaces  his  helmet,  and 
tends  him  as  best  he  may,  but  he  is  himself  exhausted  with  loss  of 
blood.  He  then  retires  to  a  distance,  and  drawing  his  sword  Durin- 
dal,  bids  it  farewell  in  a  most  pathetic  speech.  Determined  that  tlie 
Saracens  shall  not  have  it,  he  tries  to  break  it  by  striking  it  with  all 
his  might  against  a  rock.  But  Dnrindal  cuts  through  the  rock,  and 
is  still  uninjured.  Twice  does  Roland  repeat  the  blow,  but  with  the 
same  result  The  end  has  now  come,  and,  with  a  prayer  on  his  lips^ 
the  mighty  hero  dies. 

The  remainder  of  the  poem  is  occupied  with  the  vengeance  taken 
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by  Charles  on  the  Saracens,  whom  he  nttexly  exterminateei  and  ihe 
punishment  of  the  traitor  Ganelon. 

Torpin's  version  of  the  latter  part  of  the  poem  difTers  slightly  from 
the  French.  According  to  it,  two  of  the  donzeperes,  Baldwin  and 
Thierry,  escape  from  the  slaughter,  and  carry  the  news  to  Charles. 
This  version  also  represents  Torpin  himself  as  having  gone  on  with 
Charles,  and  having  thus  escaped  the  general  slanghter.  At  the 
moment  when  Roland  is  dying,  the  archbishop,  who  is  celebrating 
mass,  has  a  vision  in  which  the  calamity  is  revealed  to  him,  and  by 
him  told  to  Charles.  The  sun  is  also  said  to  have  miracolonaly  stood 
still  for  three  days,  in  order  to  allow  Charles  time  for  his  vengeance 
on  the  Saracens. 
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[Addit.  MS.  31042,  Brit.  Mus.,  lea/U,  back.] 


^txt  Bsssnnss  tljr  Stgf  off  ittela^inr. 

(1) 

Att  werthy  men)  that  luffes  to  here 
Off  cheuallry  pai  by  fore  vs  were 
pat  doughty  weren)  of  dede,  3 

Off  Charlies  of  Fraunce,  p*  heghe  kinge  of  alle, 
])at  ofte  sythes  made  hethyi])  meii)  for  to  falle, 

)?at  styffely  satte  one  stede. 
This  geste  es  sothe,  wittnes  y  bnke, 
})*  ryghte  lele  trouthe  who  so  wifl  luke, 

In  Cronekiti  for  to  rede. 
Alle  lumbardy  pay  made  psiie  mone 
And  saide  )»aire  gaumes  weren  alle  gone 

Owttrayede  with  hetheri)  thede.  12 


Litton  all,  nnd  I 
win  toll  you  a 
troe  stoiy  of 
Chiirlemagiie. 


6 


9 


Ton  may  find  14 
In  the  CiirwilclM. 


(2) 
The  sowdane  Arabas  the  stronge 
Werreyde  appon)  Crystyndome  wit^  wronge 

And  Ceties  brake  he  downti) ; 
Robbyde  J*  Romaynes  of  theire  rent, 
J)*  popys  pousty  base  he  schente, 

And  many  a  kynges  with  Crownh). 
In  Toskayne  townnes  gon)  he  wyn) 
And  stuffede  J^am)  wele  with  hethyn)  kyn), 

This  lorde  of  grete  renownii) ; 
And  sythen)  to  lumbardy  he  wafie, 
Mighte  to  lett  hym)  hade  no  man), 

Thus  Wynnes  he  many  a  townn). 
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and  had  bunit 
the  churches  and 
roodi, 


and  lacked 
Milan. 


(3) 
The  Emagery  Jat  the[rj  solde  bee, 
Bothe  the  Rode  <&  J)e  marie  free, 

Brynnede  fain)  in  a  fire :  £7 

And  J)an)  his  Mawmettes  he  sett  vp  there 
In  kirkes  and  abbayes  fat  there  were, 

Helde  J)ani)  for  Lordes  and  Syre.  30 

To  Melayne  sythcri)  he  tuke  })•  waye 
And  wanne  })®  Cyte  apon)  a  daye, 

Gafie  his  men)  golde  &  ffl  hyre.         -     33 
Many  a  Martyre  made  he  there 
Off  men)  and  childire  pat  there  were 

And  ladyes  swete  of  Swyre.  36 


Aiantyne,  lord  of   Jj*  lorde  of  Melayne,  sir  Alantyne, 

Milan,  fliee  to 

a  neighbonring      Sawe  ])*  Crystynde  putt  to  pyne, 

city. 

Oute  of  })•  townn)  he  flede  39 

To  a  Cyte  fat  was  there  by, 
Alle  nyghte  he  thoghte  per  In)  to  ly, 

He  was  futi  straytly  stede.  42 

J5ay  myghte  it  wynn)  with  spere  &  schelde 
Appon)  f®  mome  hym)  buse  it  3elde 

Or  laye  his  lyfe  in  wede.  45 

Was  neuer  no  knyghte  putt  to  mai-e  care, 
Futi  hertly  to  Criste  fan)  prayes  he  thare 

To  knawe  f ®  lyfe  he  ledde.  48 


Arabas  says  he 
shall  hare  his 
own  again  if  be 
will  forsake 
Christianity. 


(5) 
)9*  Sawdane  sent  hym  messangers  free 
And  bade  hym  tome  and  hethyn)  bee 

And  he  solde  haue  his  awenn) : 
Melayne,  that  was  the  Eiche  Cite, 
And  alle  f  *  laundis  of  lumbardye. 

And  to  his  lawe  be  knawenh) : 


51 


54 
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ALANTTNE   BEOS   FOR  TIME   TO   CONSIDER. 


"  And  if  he  ne  witi  noghte  to  oure  lawe  be  sworfle 
He  saH  be  hangede  or  ofer  morne 

And  with  wylde  horse  be  drawen) :  57 

His  wyffe  &  his  childire  three 
By-fore  his  eghne  pat  he  myghte  see 

Be  in  sondre  sawenn).**  60 

(6) 
He  prayede  f •  sowdane  fan)  of  grace 

))at  he  wolde  byde  a  littiti  space 

Whils  one  p^  morne  at  daye,  63 

And  he  saH  do  hym  for  to  witt 
If  ]>at  he  wolde  assent  to  itt 

To  leue  apon)  his  laye.  66 

Bot  peak  heues  he  vp  his  handis  to  henen), 
To  lesu  Criste  with  mylde  steuen) 

FuH  hertly  gane  he  praye.  69 

"  Lorde,"  he  saide,  "  als  fou  swelte  appori)  ]>•  tree, 
Of  thy  man)  fou  hafe  Pete, 

And  Mary  mylde  pat  maye !  72 

.   (7) 
If  I  solde  Ciystyndome  f or-sake 

And  to  hethyn)  lawe  me  take 

p^  periH  mori)  be  myn).  75 

Bot,  lorde,  als  pon  lete  me  be  borne 
Late  neu^  my  sawle  be  forlome 

Ne  dampnede  to  helle  pyne.  78 

Bot,  lorde,  als  ]k)u  swelte  on  p  rode 
And  for  mankynde  schede  thi  blode 

Some  concelle  sonde  ^u  me :  81 

Whethire  fat  me  es  better  to  doo. 
The  hethyn)  lawe  to  tome  too, 

Or  my  lyfe  in  lande  to  tyne."  84 

(8) 
Than  wente  fat  knyghte  vn  to  bedde 

For  sorowe  hym  thoghte  his  hert  bledde, 

And  appon)  lesu  fan)  gan)  he  caHe.  87 


Alantyne  begt  for 
a  day's  respite 
before  giving  an 
answer. 

Deafaj 


He  prays  to  God 
for  help  in  his 
trouble. 


Ill  his  sleep  he 
sees  a  vision. 
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AN   ANQEL  BIDS   HIM   SEEK   HELP   FROM   CHARLES. 


An  Mgel  bids 
htm  goto 
Chftrlw, 


andcaUonhlm 
In  God's  name  to 
help  him. 


AUntyne  ttartt 
for  Fnmoe. 


Charietinbis 

•toepieaean 

angel. 


who  giret  him  a 
sword. 


and  bids  him  go 
to  the  help  of 
Alantyne. 


And  sone  aftire  fat  gane  he  falle  one  slepe 
Als  man)  Jat  was  wery  for-wepe. 

\)axO  herde  by  hym  od  a  waHe 
Ane  Angelle  fat  vn-to  liym  gane  saye : 
'*Ky8se  vp,  sir  kynge,  &  wende  thy  waye, 

For  faire  J>e  sail  by  falle. 
To  Charles  fat  beris  the  floMr  delyce, 
Of  o))er  kynges  he  berys  f  e  pryce, 

&  he  bqE  wreke  thy  wiethis  aHe." 

(9) 
The  Angelle  bade  hy?n  ryse  agayne, 
"  And  hy  )>•  faste  to  charlemayne, 

J3*  Crownnede  kynge  of  Fraunce, 
And  say  hym  god  byddis  fat  he  sail  go 
To  helpe  to  venge  the  of  thy  foo 

Bothe  with  spere  &  launce." 
The  kynge  was  fuH  fayne  of  that, 
His  swerde  in  his  hande  he  gatt 

And  f erto  graythely  he  graontis. 
He  garte  swythe  sadytt  hym  a  palfraye 
And  Euen)  to  Fraunce  he  tuke  f  •  waye, 

Now  herkenys  of  f  is  chaunce. 

(10) 
The  same  nyghte  by  fore  f  •  daye 
Als  kyng  Charls  in  his  bedde  laye 

A  Sweun)  fan)  gan)  he  mete. 
Hym  thoghte  ane  angele  lyghte  aJs  leuen) 
Spake  to  hym  w/t/i  mylde  steuen), 

J)at  gudly  hy  w  gane  grete. 
J3at  angele  by-taughte  hym  a  brande, 
Gaflfe  hym  f **  hiltis  in  his  hande, 

j)at  eueii)  was  handefuH  mete : 
And  saide  :  "  Criste  sende  the  this  swerde, 
Mase  the  his  werryoure  here  in  erthe. 

He  dose  f  e  wele  to  weite. 
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CHARLES  SHOWS   THE  SWORD   TO   HIS   BARONS  :   ALANTYNB  ARRIVES.     5 


Tbetngel 
ftpp«an  to  throw 
down  the  walls  of 


(11) 

He  biddes  ))on  saH  resteyne  it  tyte  Ci«if«,iMck] 

And  ]>at  )»ou  venge  aHe  his  dispyte, 

For  Ihynge  fat  euer  may  bee.  123 

And  sla  alle  there  thou  sees  me  stryke, 
And  sytheii)  J>ou  birile  vp  house  &  dyke, 

For  bests  he  traystis  in  thee."  126 

The  walles  abowte  Melayne  townne 
Hym  thoghte  y  angele  dange  ])am)  downn), 

p&t  closede  LO  p&i  Cite.  129 

Sythen)  aHe  f*  lafldis  of  lumbardy, 
Townnes,  borows,  and  bayli : 

this  was  selcouthe  to  see.  132 

(12) 
When)  Charls  wakenede  of  his  dreme 
He  sawe  a  bryghtenes  of  a  heme 

Vp  vn-to  heuen)warde  glyde.  135 

Bot  when)  he  rose  )>•  swerde  he  fande 
pSkt  f  e  Angelle  gaffe  hym  in  his  hande 

Appon)  his  bedde  syde.  138 

He  schewede  it  thanne  to  his  Baronns  aite, 
And  than)  saide  his  lordes  bothe  grete  &  smalle : 

"  p*  sothe  is  noghte  to  hyde  :  141 

We  wote  wele  fat  goddis  will  it  es 
)>at  ]>ou  S£di  conquere  of  hetheiinesse 

Counties  lange  and  wyde."  144 

(13) 
To  mete  fan)  wente  fat  Kiche  kynge 
Bot  sone  come  there  newe  tydynge, 

Als  he  in  sete  was  sette.  147 

The  lorde  of  Melayne  he  sawe  come  In), 
])at  was  his  Cosyn)  nere  of  kyn), 

And  hym  fuH  gudely  grette.  150 

The  grete  lordis  alle  hailsede  hee 
And  prayede  fain)  att  sesse  of  theire  glee, 

And  sayse  to  Charls  with  owttori)  lett^ :  153 


ChmrlatiOA 
waUng, 


finds  the  iword 
by  his  side 


and  shows  it  to 
his  barons. 


Whils  the  king  Is 
atUbls 


Alantyno  arrlTss 
and  claims  his 
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TURPIN   SUPPORTS   ALANTYNE  :   TRBACHERT    OF   QAKEliON. 


OharietiDd 
Akntjnt 
•  rolate  their 
drwuns. 


Turpin  rapporta 

Aluityne'i 

pttitton. 


Chmelon,  tht 
tnitor, 
propoMtthat 
Roland  alone  be 
■ent  to  the  relief 
of  Milan. 


PeafeS] 


**  lesvL  Criste  base  comannde  thee 
To  fare,  to  ]>*  f elde  to  feghte  for  mee, 

My  landis  agayne  to  gette/'  156 

(14) 

He  tolde  ])am)  alle  at  p^  Borde  and  by 
That  the  Sara^nes  had  woni^  Iwnbardy — 

Jjay  momede  &  made  grete  mone —      159 
And  how  the  angelle  bade  hym  goo  : 
The  kynge  tolde  his  sweuen)  alsoo, 

J5ay  accordede  bothe  in  one.  162 

Thane  sayde  y  Beshope  Turpyne  : 
'*  Hafe  done !  late  semble  p*  folke  of  thyn)e ! 

Myn)  hede  I  vndir  nome  ^  165 

)}at  gode  es  greuede  at  p'^  sare^enes  boete : 
We  satie  stroye  vp  alle  theire  hoste, 

))ose  worthely  men)  in  wone."  *  168 

(15) 

Bot  alle  pat  herde  hym)  Qenyenn)^ 
)}at  was  a  lorde  of  grete  renownn) 

And  Eowlande  Modir  hade  wedde.        171 
Jjare  wery  hym  bothe  god  &  sayne  lohii, 
The  falseste  traytoure  was  he  one, 

))at  eu^  Wft7*  fode  was  fedde !  174 

For  landis  ^at  Eowlande  soldo  bane  thare 
Dede  fayne  he  wolde  J)at  he  ware, 

))•  Resone  ryghte  who  redde.  177 

His  firste  tresone  now  by  gynnes  here, 
pa.t  ])e  lordis  boghte  sythen)  f oH  dere, 

And  to  ladyse  grete  Barett  bredde.         180 

(16) 

'*  Sir,"  he  sayde,  "  fat  ware  a  SynfuH  chaunce, 
Whatt  soldo  worthe  of  vs  in  Fraunce, 

And  |)oii  in  p  felde  were  slaynel  183 

•  MS.  take.  «  MS.  worde. 
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BY  THB  ADVICE  OF  THB  BARONS  ROLAND  IS  SENT  TO  MILAN. 


Thy  selfe  and  we  at  home  witt  byde 
And  latte  Eowlande  thedire  Eyde, 

pAt  euer  to  Bekyre  es  bayne,  186 

Witfe  Batelle  &  with  brode  banere ; 
Of  his  wyrchipp6  wolde  I  here, 

Witt  ^e  wele,  fuH  feyne."  189 

For  Eowlande  this  resone  he  wroghte 
Euere  more  in  his  herte  he  thoghte 

He  soldo  neu^  come  agayne.  192 

(17) 
The  kynge  J>an)  sent  a  Messangere 
To  grette  lordes  bothe  ferre  &  nere 

And  bade  ]>am)  make  ])am)  ^are.  195 

Bot  p*  peris  take  a  concelle  newe 
)}at  made  atte  fraunce  ful  sore  to  rewe 

And  byrdis  of  blyse  fuH  bare.  198 

J)ay  prayede  y  kynge  on  fat  tyde 
))at  he  hym  selfe  at  home  waide  byde, 

To  kepe  pat  lande  ri3t  thare  :  201 

**  And  Sendis  Eowlande  to  lumbardy, 
With  fourty  thowsande  cheualry 

Of  worthy  men)  of  were."  204 

(18) 
Then)  Eowlande  thus  his  were  ])an)  made 
Fares  forthe  with  Baners  brade, 

J5'  kynge  byleues  fare  etiH  207 

With-In)  f*  Cite  of  Paressche 
For  to  kepe  fat  townn)  of  pryce, 

Als  fay  accordede  titi.  210 

And  if  f •  Sowdane  wane  f ^  felde 
Lyghtly  walde  fey  it  noghte  jelde 

To  fay  had  foughtten)  faire  fiE  213 

Bot  be  comeh)  was  f *  f eftenede  daye 
)}er  fore  myghte  momne  bothe  man)  &  maye, 

And  ladyse  lyke  futt  iH.  216 


He  Rays  ho  ironld 
gladly  hear  of 
Boland'i  tuoceti. 


bot  he  hopea  he 
may  never  return. 


The  king  orders 
an  expedition  to 
be  made  reedy. 


bat  the  barons 
ol^eot, 


and  Roland  is 
despatched 
irlth  an  army 
to  the  relief  of 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


THB   FRENCH   CHALLENGE .  THE   SARACENS   TO   BATTLE. 


Rdandaadhis 
men  arrive  at 
Milan,  and 


ehallenge  Arabat 
to  battle. 


He  accepts  the 
cliallenge. 


Arabant,a 
Saracen  king, 


•lays  Artanmere, 
OliTsr's  uncle. 


[leaf  66,  back] 
and  afterwards 
Alantyne 


and  maiij  others 
till  his  lance 
breaks. 


(19) 
To  Melayue  euen)  paj  made  pBirit  bownii). 
And  Batelde  J>am)  J)are  by-fore  y  townii), 

)>ose  knyglittis  ]pat  were  kene.  219 

And  In  to  ))•  Sowdane  fay  sent  a  knyghte 
And  bade  hym  come  owte  with  )>am)  to  fyghte. 

To  witt  yfitk  owtten)  wene.  222 

The  Sowdane  grauntis  wele  fer-titi, 
J>at  tomede  cure  gudmen)  ati  to  grytt, 

And  many  one  mo  to  mene.  225 

Than)  J>*  Sarajene  come  owte  of  fat  Cite, 
Forty  thowsandes  of  cheuahye, 

))•  beste  in  erthe  myghte  be[ne].  228 

(20) 
))•  forthirmaste  come  a  sara^ene  wyghte, 
Sir  Arabaimt  of  Perse  he  highte, 

Of  Gyoii)  was  he  kynge  :  231 

He  saide  J>er  was  na  cristyn)  knyghte, 
Ware  he  neu^  so  stronge  ne  wyghte, 

To  dede  he  [ne]  solde  hym  dynge.         234 
And  one  sir  Artaymnere  of  Berne, 
Jjat  was  sir  Olyueres  Erne, 

Byfore  f*  stowre  fay  thrynge ;  237 

And  euen)  at  f®  firste  countire  righte 
J)e  Sarajeri)  slewe  cure  cristyn)  knyghte, 

It  was  dyscomforthynge.  240 

(21) 
The  lorde  of  Melayne  to  hym  Rade, 
Sir  Alantyne  with  owtten)  bade, 

Jj"  Crystyn)  knyghte  to  wi-eke,  243 

Bot  he  stroke  cure  Cristyn)  knyghte  fat  stownde 
Jjat  dede  he  daschede  to  f  grounde, 

Mighte  no  worde  after  speke.  246 

Sythen)  afterwarde  he  bare  down) 
Worthy  lordes  of  grete  renownii), 

Ay  to  his  launce  gane  broke  :  249 
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THB  TWO   ARMIES   ENQAaE :   THE   PEISNOH   ARE    DEFEATED. 


And  sytben)  areste  ])aire  nobifi  stadia 
And  to  p*  hethyn)  hoste  ])am)  ledis  : 

Loo  ]>us-gates  fares  p"  freke ! 

(22) 

Bot  by  ])at  was  done  p*  grete  goh)  mete 
Baionns  ondir  blonkes  fete 

Braytbely  ware  borne  donn). 
Tbay  stekede  many  a  stalewortbe  knygbte^ 
\)*  betbexd  f olke  in  pat  fygbte 

J5*  moste  were  of  renownn). 
Oure  knygbtis  one  ^®  gronde  lyse 
Witb  wondes  wyde  one  wafufl  wyse 

Crakkede  was  many  a  Crownn) : 
Kicbe  bawberkes  were  ali  to-rent, 
And  beryns  tborowe  paire  scbeldis  scbenty 

))at  many  to  bery  was  bownn). 

(23) 

j)^  San^ene  semblede  so  Sarely 

pat  fay  felde  faste  of  oure  cheualrye, 

Oure  vawarde  down)  pay  dynge. 
Kighte  at  p*  firste  froscbe  )>ay  felde 
Fyve  thowsande  knygbtis  trewly  telde, 

tbis  \b  no  lesynge  ! 
Oure  knygbtis  lygbtede  one  p*  bent, 
Tborowe  faire  scbeldis  are  J)ey  scbent, 

Of  sorowe  J)an)  mygbte  J)ay  synge  ! 
Tban)  oure  Medili-warde  gane  ]7am)  mete, 
pBxe  mygbte  no  beryns  oure  bales  bete, 

Bot  p^  belpe  of  beuens  kynge. 

(24) 

))*  Medittwarde  stV  Kowlande  ledde, 
})at  dogbty  in  felde  was  neuer  drede 

To  do  wbat  solde  a  knygbte. 


252 


Tb«StnMiM 
oommlt  gnm% 
•laughter 

^-^   amongst  Ui« 

JDD    French. 


258 


261 


264 


•Tht  French 
Vanguard  b 
deetroytd. 


267 


270 


273 


276 


Roland  brings 
up  Um  mlddto 
part  of  hit  armXi 


279 
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ROLAND   IS   TAKEN   PRISONBB^  AND   RICHARD  SLAIN. 


but  be  and  seren 
otber  knights  we 
taken  prlsonen. 


Ricbard  of 
Normandj  Is 
mortally 
wounded 


[leaf  87] 


He  commends 
his  son  to 
Roland's  care, 


charging  bim  to 
avenge  liis  death. 


Fyfty  Lordis  of  gret  Empryce, 

Of  Fraunce,  )>at  bare  ]>  floure  delyce, 

Hase  loete  bothe  Majne  &  myghte. 
Our  Medittwarde  sono  hade  ])aye  slayne, 
And  Kowlande  was  in  handis  tane, 

And  o^er  seueo)  JKit  were  knyghtes. 
Bat  ab  god  gaffe  bym  ^at  cbaunce, 
)}ay  wende  be  bade  bene  kynge  of  fraunce 

]^at  lyfede  in  ])a8e  fygbtis. 

(25) 

Bot  of  a  knygbte  me  rewes  sore, 
Jjat  in  Y  felde  laye  wondede  tbore, 

]f  Duke  of  Normandy. 
He  lakes  vp  in  the  felde, 
His  vmbrere  w/tA  bis  bande  vp  belde^ 

On  Eowlande  gane  be  cry  : 
'*  Kowlande,  if  Y  ^7^^  l'^^  cbaunce 
]>dX  ]7oa  come  euar  more  in  to  fraunce, 

For  J>e  lufe  of  mylde  Marie, 
Comande  me  till  oure  gentiH  kynge, 
And  to  Y  Qwene  my  lady  jynge. 

And  to  1^  Cheualrye. 

(26) 

And  if  })oa  come  in  to  Normandy, 
Grote  wele  my  [faire]  lady. 

And  sir  Ricberd  my  solle ; 
And  dubbe  bym  Duke  in  my  stede. 
And  bydde  bym  venge  bis  Fadir  dede. 

Of  myrtbe  if  be  wilt  mone. 
Bid  bym  bawkes  &  boundes  foigoo. 
And  to  dedis  of  armes  bym  doo, 

tbase  craftes  for  to  konne ; 
Appon  Y  cursede  Saracens  for  to  werre, 
Venge  me  witb  dynt  of  spere. 

For  my  lyfe  es  nere  done. 


285 


288 


291 
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303 
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309 
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ROLAND  AVENGES  BIOHABD   BT   BLATINO  60  8AIU0EHS. 
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(27) 
^Ay  Kowlande  1  by-haulde  nowe  wnatt  I  see. 
More  loye  ne  myghte  neuer  bee, 

In  jouthe  ne  jitt  in  elde.^  315 

Loo !  I  see  oure  vawarde  ledde  to  heuene 
With  Angetts  songe  &  merye  steuena, 

Beghte  as  pSLj  faughte  in  y  felde !        318 
I  see  moo  Angetts,  loo !  witR  myn)  eghe, 
Then  there  are  meii)  with-In)  Cristyante, 

)}at  any  wapyn)  may  welde.  321 

To  heuen)  ])ay  lede  oore  nobiti  knyghtis, 
And  comforthes  ]7am)  vfiiJi  mayne  &  myghtis,^ 

With  mekitt  blysse  &  belde.*'  324 

(28) 
Bot  by  Kowlanc)  gaii)  a  sara^ene  stande 
J5at  braydede  owte  with  a  bryghte  brande 

When)  he  harde  hym  say  soo ;  327 

And  to  y  Duke  a  dynt  he  diyvede, 
At  y  erthe  he  smate  righte  of  his  hede ; 

J)er-fore  was  Rowlande  woo ;  3 CO 

And  Rowland  styrte  fan)  to  a  brande 
And  hastily  hent  it  owte  of  a  sarajene  hande, 

And  sone  he  gane  hym  sloo.  333 

With  J)at  swerde  he  slewe  sexty, 
))•  beste  of  f*  sarajene  cheualrye, 

Off  hardy  men  and  moo.  336 

(29) 
)}an)  Eowlande  in  handis  is  taken)  agayne, 
And  putt  vn  to  fuH  harde  payne, 

]>at  Sorowe  it  was  to  see.  339 

And  fouie  nobiH  knyghtis  ])ai])  haue  )^y  slayne, 
By-fore  ^at  were  in  handis  tane 

With  sir  Rowlande  J)«  free.  342 

'  From  "A  Kowlande"  to  "with  mayne  k  myelitis"  is 
written  tmaller^  but  in  the  same  hand. 
•  MS.  age. 


Blchard  In  % 

vision 

Mes  the  slain 

French  knights 

led  to  heaven. 


A  Saraom  outs  off 
Richard's  head. 


Bohutdwitha 
sword  slays  6p 
Saracens. 


He  is  soon 
overpowered 
and  bound. 
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THfi   FRBNCH   FIGHT   NOBLT,    BUT   ARK   DRIVEN   BACK. 


and  led  airay 
to  Uie  rear. 


The  Sowdane  comandis  of  his  men), 

An  hundrethe  knyghtis  to  kepe  ]>ain)  then), 

Eowland  and  oper  three. 
And  to  oure  rerewarde  sytheri)  Jay  rode ; 
Oure  Barofis  boldely  J^am)  abode, 

Nowe  helpe  J)ain)  y  Trynytee ! 


346 


348 


SirBelland 
brings  ap  tht 
French  rear, 


and  enooaragei 
them. 


[leaf  67,  bock] 


(30) 

p*  Duke  of  Burgoyne,  sir  Bellande, 
J)*  Fadir  of  sir  Gy  of  nevynlande, 

p^  rerewarde  ])an)  Eewlis  hee.  351 

He  comforthede  alle  oure  nobyti  knyghtis, 
Said,  "  lordis,  halde  jowr  feldes  &  ^our  ryghttis 

And  no  san^ene  jee  flee.  354 

And  pote  je  see  thies  lordis  be  slayne 
Ke  hope  je  noghte  for  alle  )>aire  payne 

pai  ne  we  saH  solance  see,  357 

Bot  the  werkynge  of  oure  wondis  sare 
Of  the  paynes  of  helle  f  ele  we  no  mare, 

Bot  hy  to  heuen)  one  heghe."  360 


The  French  ar« 
driven  back. 


batredsk 
gallantlj. 


(31) 

Thay  fruschede  Ib)  fersely  :  for  goddis  sake 
Grete  strokes  gane  p&j  gyffe  and  take 

With  wondis  werkande  wyde :  363 

Bot  3itt  the  sarajens  with  Jjay  speris 
FuH  ferre  on  bakke  oure  Batelle  berys 

And  knyghtis  felde  vndir  fete.  366 

Walde  neuer  no  Crjstyn)  knyghte  thethyn)  flee 
Jjoghe  J)at  he  wyste  ryghte  there  to  dye, 

I  doo  jowe  wole  to  wyti  369 

Bot  alle  in  fere  pay  Endide  righte  thare 
))at  Sewede  p*  Sarajenes  sytheu)  f uH  sare 

For  lordis  J)at  leuede  f*  swete.  372 
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(32) 

Thus  fourty  thowsande  hafe  fay  slayne 
Safe  foure  )>at  were  in  handis  tane, 

Rowlande  ande  ofer  three  : 
One  was  y  gentiH  Erie  air  Olyuere, 
AnoJ)er  was  air  Gawtere, 

pe  kyngis  Cosyns  nei-e ; 
The  thirde  was  sir  Gy  of  Burgoyne, 
His  Fadir  in  y  felde  laye  J)ere  slone, 

pe  soryare  myghte  he  hee. 
They  ledde  thies  lordes  in  to  Melayne, 
With  Jat  y  Sowdane  tumes  agayne 

Eighte  gladde  of  his  men^ee. 


Forty  thousand 
Franch  are  sUln : 


375 


Roland,  Oliver, 
Gawter,  and  Guy 
are  prisoners. 


378 


381 


384 


(33) 

TO  the  Sowdane  chamhir  many  a  man) 
Oure  foure  lordis  ledd  thay  than) 
To  rekkeri)  of  theire  Arraye.       387 
Thay  Ette  and  dranke  and  made  f  am)  glade, 
Bot  littiH  myrthe  oure  lordis  hadde  : 

p*  Sowdane  gane  ^ajd)  saye,  390 

"  Welcome  he*  thow,  kynge  of  Fraunce, 
The  hy-tide  a  cely  chaunce, 

thi  lyfe  was  sauede  this  daye.  393 

The  false  lawes  of  Fraunce  saH  downri), 
The  Kewme  sail  leue  one  Seynt  Mahownn) 
peX  alle  y  myghtyeste  maye  I " 


The  four  French 
knights  are  led 
before  Arabas, 


who  salutes  Ro- 
land as  Emperor 
of  France. 


396 


(34) 

And  Eowlande  answerde  full  gentilly : 
**  I  ne  lekke  whethir  I  lyfe  or  dye, 

By  god  ]>at  awe  this  daye. 
»  MS.  the. 


399 
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14       THB   SULTAN    MOCKS   ROLAND's   ATTEMPTS   TO   CONVERT   HIM. 

EuUnd  (tocUret     Kynge  of  Fraunce  ame  I  none, 

who  he  \m, 

Bot  a  Cosyne  ame  I  one 

To  Charlies  by  my  faye.  402 

He  witt  gyffe  me  golde  and  Fee, 
Cast^as  ryche  with  towris  heghe, 

J)at  lorde  futi  wele  he  maye.  405 

Bot  goddis  forbode  &  f*  holy  Trynytee 
pai  ener  fraunce  hethen)  were  for  mee 

And  lese  cure  crysten)  lawe !  408 

(35) 
and  caUs  on         For  sothe,  bou  Sowdane,  trowe  bou  moste 

ArabM  to  become  -r^    ,  i         r^ 

1  chriBtian.         One  Jjc  Fader  and  f*  Sone  and  )>*  holy  gosto, 

thire  thre  are  alle  in  one  :  411 

))at  Borne  was  of  Marye  free, 
Sythen)  for  vs  dyede  one  a  tree. 

In  other  trowe  we  none."  414 

n~f68]        Thane  loughe  b*  sowdane  withe  ecrhne  fuH  smale, 

The  Sultan  &        r  ©  » 

uogheat  him,      And  saide ;  '^  ane  hundrethe  of  joure  goddis  alle  hale 
Haue  I  garte  byme  in  a  Firre  with  bale  417 

Sen)  Firste  I  wanne  this  wone.  417* 

I  sawe  at  none  no  more  powstee 
Than  att  anof  er  rotyn)  tree 

One  erthe,  so  mote  I  gone !  420 

(36) 
and  orden  a  rood  Goo,  feche  one  of  theire  goddis  In) 
before  them.         And  if  he  in  this  fire  will  byme 

Alle  oper  sett  att  noghte."  423 

pBn  furthe  |)er  rane  a  sara^ene  in  pat  tyde 
To  a  kyrke  was  there  by-side, 

A  faire  rode  In)  he  broghte  426 

Fourmede  ewenn)  als  he  gane  blede. 
Oure  Cristen)  knyghtis  by-gane  faire  crede 

And  Bowlanc)  god  by-sough te,  4 2d 

And  saide  :  "  J>ou  ]>at  was  borne  of  a  May, 
Schewe  fou,  lorde,  thi  meracle  this  day, 

pat  with  thi  blode  vs  boghte  ! "  432 
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(37) 

They  keste  )>•  Rode  in  to  y  fire 
And  layde  Brandis  wit//  mekiH  Ire, 

Fayne  wolde  J)ay  garre  hym  bimo.         435 
The  Sowdane  saide  :  "  now  saH  ^e  see 
What  myghte  es  in  a  rotyn)  tree 

])at  ^oure  byleue  es  In).  438 

I  darre  laye  my  lyfe  fuH  ryghte 
p€Lt  of  hym  selfe  he  hase  no  myghte 

Owte  of  this  fire  to  wyh).  441 

How  solde  he  fan)  helpe  a-nofer  man) 
That  for  hym  selfe  no  gyn)  ne  kan), 

Nofer  crafte  ne  gyn)  1 "  444 

(38)         • 
Thay  caste  one  it  fuH  many  a  folde, 
\)  rode  laye  stiti  ay  as  it  were  colde, 

No  fire  wolde  in  hym  too.  447 

AH  if  f  •  crosse  were  makede  of  tree 
The  fire  jode  owtt  fat  come  f er  nee, 

Jjari)  wexe  pe  sowdan)  woo  :  4^0 

*'  And  ^if  ))•  deueti,"  he  sayde,  "  be  hym  wtt^  In) 
He  saH  be  brynt  or  euer  I  blyne ; " 

Of  hert  he  was  full  throo.  453 

"  Thies  cursede  wreches  fat  are  here  In) 
Hase  wethede  f aire  goddis  fat  f ai  may  not  hjnd, 

I  wote  wele  it  es  soo."  45G 

(39) 
Jjari)  bromstone  fat  wele  walde  birn). 
And  pykke  &  terre  mengede  per  In, 

J)ay  slange  in  f*  fire  fuH  bolde.  459 

Torches  fat  were  gude  and  grete 
For  to  helpe  fat  mekiti  hete 

J5ay  caste  In  many  a  folde.  462 

The  fire  wexe  owte  at  f*  laste, 
Oure  knyghtis  made  faire  prayere  faste 

To  Criste  fat  ludas  solde.  465 


A  rood  is  brought 
■ndcaiit  Into  the 
fire. 


bat  the  fire  hue 
no  power  over  it. 


TheSaraoeni 
beep  brlmatone 
end  pitch  on  it. 
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THB  FRBNOH   SLAY   ABABAS   AND   ESCAPE. 


Flr«  bonte  oat 
ftom  the  Rood 


Cleftf68.bttck] 
and  blinds  the 
Saracens. 


The  rode  braste  &  gaffe  a  crake, 

))at  ^am)  thoghte  pat  alle  y  byggynge  brake, 

\)at  was  with  Iii)  fat  holde.  468 

(4(1) 

A  file  ])au)  fro  y^  crosse  gane  frusche, 
And  In  p^  Sarajene  eghne  it  gaffe  a  dosche, 

Ane  Element  als  it  were,  471 

That  J)ay  stode  stiti  als  any  stone, 
Haundis  nore  fete  myghte  ))ay  stirre  none 

Bot  drery  wexe  in  chere,  474 

Thay  wyste  noJ>e)'  of  gude  ne  itt. 
))ai))  Eowlaode  sais  his  felawes  vn-tiH  : 

"  Sirs,  hy  vs  alle  hethyn)  in  fere.  477 

This  Meracle  es  schewede  thorowe  goddis  grace 
For  alle  pe  sara3enes  in  this  place 

May  nofer  see  nore  here."  480 


Gnyslajs 
Arabes,  end  the 
French  knights 
eecape. 


theftre. 


(41) 

Sayde  sir  Gy  of  Burgoyne  :  "  ^itt  or  I  goo 
The  sowdane  sail  haue  a  stroke  or  twoo 

J)at  glade  sail  hy?»  no  glee."  483 

He  ferkes  owte  with  a  fawchoii) 
And  hittis  y  Sawdane  one  f*  crownri) 

Vn  to  J)*  ginlyti  welle  nee.  486 

after  throwing  the  Thay  tuke  b*  grete  lordes  with  Ire 

«-- -^ — 1  lords  toto  ''  . 

And  brynte  f am)  in  ]>at  bale  fire, 

Those  doughty  garte  they  dye.  489 

Bot  sythen)  y  Sara^enes  Crowned  stV  Garsy, 
))ay  ofte  sythes  chaste  oure  cheualry, 

A  bolde  Sara3ene  was  he.  492 

(42) 

Alle  p&t  was  ])an)  in  |)at  place 

Thay  slewe  clenly  thorow  goddis  grace, 

Oure  worthy  men)  &  wyghte.  495 
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And  Sytheri)  owte  at  J>*  jates  they  jede 
Ilkone  of  )>am)  fande  a  whitte  stede 

Sadilt  &  redy  dighte. 
Thay  stirtt  vp  oh)  those  stedis  fuH  steryn), 
J)SLj  fande  no  man)  ]>at  ]>am)  wolde  wame^ 

Ouie  feiso  men)  felle  in  fighte. 
And  als  )>•  CronekiH  jitt  wiH  saye 
Eeuen)  to  Fraunc©  fay  tuke  y  waye, 

To  Paresche  Jay  ryde  futt  righte. 

(43) 
£ot  ^itt  paj  wolde  noghte  come  att  Parescho 
To  fay  had  ofTerde  to  Seyne  Denys, 

And  wendis  to  fat  abbayo  ; 
And  leues  faire  stedis  righte  at  f*  jate 
And  wightly  In)  fay  tuke  f ®  gate, 

))aire  prayers  for  to  say. 
And  by  fay  hade  fayre  prayers  made 
Agayne  fay  come  vriih  owtten)  bade, 

Thaire  horse  fan)  were  away. 
And  alle  fe  belHs  fat  in  fat  abbaye  was 
Kange  allon)e  thorowe  goddis  grace, 

Whils  it  was  pryme  of  f  •  day. 

(44) 
And  there-by  wiste  those  lordis  of  pryce 
That  f  myghte  of  god  and  Seynt  denys 

Had  broghte  f  am)  thethyn)  a  way  : 
Thaire  horse  fat  so  there  come  to  haudes 
Was  thorowe  f  •  prayere  of  seynt  Denys, 

Thus  wiH  f*  Cronecle  say. 
Bischope  Turpyne  f aii)  come  fro  paresche  townii) 
To  seynt  Denys  with  grete  Processiownn) 

For  thiese  lordes  for  to  pray 
That  was  in  lumbardy  at  f  e  were : 
And  when)  he  sawe  Kowlande  there 

He  saide  :  "  lordis,  mome  we  may." 

OHABL.  BOM.  IL  < 


TlMy  find  lioraes 
ready  saddled. 


498 


whiditheymoant 

andsUrtlSor 

Pari*. 


501 


504 


507 


On  their  way 
they  go  to  St. 
Denyt  to  retora 
thanks. 


510 


513 


525 


Tlieir  hortet 

vanish, 

and  the  belU  ring 

of  tlieir  own 

Aooord. 


516 


519 


522 


Diahop  Tnrpin 
comes  from  Paris 
to  pray  for 
Roland  and  his 
rompanions. 


528 
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ROLAND   TELLS  TURPIN   OF  THB  FATB   OF  HIS   MEN. 


Oemtm 


Tarpin  InqoIrM 
of  Roland  whore 
bU  men  are. 


Roland  eayB  thej 
are  akin. 


ThoBiahop 
grieves  over  the 
defeat  of  the 
Frendu 


He  reprondies 
tlie  Virgin  for 
deeertiug  them. 


(45) 
Thay  meruelde  why  y  bellis  so  range, 
And  y  clergy  lefte  tbeire  sange, 

Thoghte  ferly  of  J)at  fare ;  631 

Thay  hade  memelle  whate  it  myghte  mene. 
Als  sone  als  y  byschoppe  hade  Bowlande  sene 

To  bym  he  went  fuH  ^are.  634 

Sayd :  '*  a,  Eowlande,  how  fares  lumbardye 
And  a&  oure  nobiH  cheuallry, 

)>at  pou  hade  with  the  thare  1 "  637 

''  Certis,  sir  Bischoppe,  it  is  noghte  to  layne, 
The  san^enes  base  oure  gude  men)  slayne, 

pon  seese  of  J)am)  na  mare."  640 

(46) 
The  Biscbop  keste  bis  staffe  bym  fro 
pe  myire  of  bis  bede  also : 

"  I  saH  neuer  were  the  more,  6 13 

Ne  oper  babite  for  to  here, 
Bot  buske  me  bremly  to  y  were. 

And  lerene  one  slyke  a  lore.  646 

A  !  Mary  mylde,  whare  was  thi  myght, 
pai  ])ou  lete  thi  men  thus  to  dede  be  digbte, 

pat  wigbte  &  worthy  were  1  649 

Art  |>ou  noghte  balden)  of  mygbtis  moste, 
FuH  Conceyuede  of  J)°  holy  gostet 

Me  ferlys  of  thy  fere.  652 

(47) 
Had  povL  noghte,  Marye,  ^itt  bene  borne 
Ne  bad  noghte  oure  gud  men)  thus  bene  lome  1 

p^  wyte  is  all  in  the.  655 

Thay  faughte  holly  in  thy  ryghte, 
))at  J)us  wM  dole  to  dede  es  dygbte, 

A !  Marie,  bow  may  this  bee  V  658 

The  Bischoppe  was  so  woo  pat  stownnd, 
He  wolde  noghte  byde  appoh)  f*  grownnd 

A  Sakerynge  for  to  see,  561 
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Bot  forthe  ho  wente,  bis  handis  he  wiange. 
And  flote  with  Maryo  euer  amange 

For  y  losse  of  oure  menjee.  564 

(48) 

Then  Come  kynge  Charls  appon)  Pilgremage 
¥io  Paresche  town)  wtt/<  his  Baronage 

To  seynt  Denys  he  went.  667 

Bot  when)  the  Bischoppe  mett  wit^  ^  kynge 
He  wolde  noghte  say  "gnd  momynge," 

Ke  ones  his  browes  blenke.  570 

p*  kynge  hade  memelle  what  j)at  myght  be, 
Bot  ab  sone  als  he  Eowhinde  see 

Wyghtly  to  hym)  he  went.  573 

Be  Bowlande  had  his  tale  tolde 
p*  kynge  myghte  noghte  a  tere  holde, 

Por  bale  hym  thoght  he  brynt  576 


ChariM  arrive* 
from  Paris  on 
pilgrimage. 


Roland  tella  him 
what  liatf 
happened 


(49) 
"  Alias,"  he  saide,  "  Cosyn)  syne, 
Whare  are  alle  )>•  nobiH  knyghtis  of  myne 

))at  euer  to  fighte  were  faynel  **  579 

"  Sir,  bi  god  &  by  sayne  lohn, 
pe  Sara3enes  alle  bot  vs  base  slone, 

It  is  no  bote  to  layne.  582 

Bot  we  were  taken)  in  to  holde, 
Bot  als  pat  criste  hym  selfe  wolde 

pat  we  wan)  owte  agayne,  585 

Thorowe  p*  grace  of  god  om[n]ipotent^ 
In  his  chambir  or  we  went 

p*  Sowdane  haue  we  slayne."  588 


bow  only  four  of 
the  whole  anny 
hadeecaped. 


and  how  they 
had  ilain  tlie 


(50) 

Grenyonn)  saide :  "  lorde,  hj  my  Bede, 
AH  if  y  Sowdane  thus  be  dede 

Thay  wiH  haue  ano^  newe, 


[leaf  M,  bark] 


591 
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TUEPIN   URGES   OHARLES  TO   AVENGE  THEIR   DEFEAT. 


(Hndon  advUet 
Charles  to  submit 
to  ttie  Saltan. 


Tarplii 


and  calls  on 
Charles  to  avenge 
the  death  of  his 


He  sends 
messengers  to 
all  the  clergy 


and  prodaims  a 
erusade. 


A  more  schrewe  Jjan)  was  the  toper, 
Garcy  J)at  is  his  awenn)  brothir, 

))at  more  Barett  vnA  brewe.  594 

These  landes  of  hym  I  rede  ^e  halde 
Or  he  witt  kindiH  cares  fufi  calde, 

jhe  trowe  Jis  tale  for  trewe,  597 

Or  eHs  with  In)  tbies  monethes  three 
Als  qwhitte  of  Fraunce  sati  ^he  bee 

Als  jhe  it  neuer  ne  knewe."  600 

(51) 
*'  Now  cristis  Malyson),"  quod  y  Bischoppe/'  myghtehe 

haue 
pat  Charle  firste  this  conc^  gaffe 

&  noghte  hot  it  be  righte !  603 

To  make  homage  to  Sara^ene, 
Ie«u  kepe  vs  fro  ]wit  pyne 

And  Marie  his  modir  bryghte  1  606 

Bot  at  home,  str  kynge,  fon  sati  kepe  nafie 
Bot  alle  thy  gud  men)  with  the  tane^ 

J)at  worthy  are  &  wighte,  609 

Appon)  3one  cursede  sarajenes  to  were. 
And  venge  the  one  f  am)  with  dynt  of  spere, 

pat  pus  thi  peris  base  dyghte.  613 

(52) 
And  alle  pe  Clergy  vndir-take  I 
Off  alle  Fraunce  f  uti  sekerly 

]^ay  sati  wende  to  ])at  were.  615 

Of  }>*  pope  I  haue  pouste, 
Att  my  byddynge  sati  fay  bee 

Bothe  with  schelde  and  spere."  618 

The  Bischoppe  sendis  ferre  &  nere 
To  monke,  Chanoun),  Preste  and  frere, 

And  badd  fam)  graythe  faire  gere,         621 
And  keste  faire  [care]  clene  fam)  fh)o, 
Come  helpe  to  feghte  one  goddis  foo, 

Alle  fat  a  swerde  may  here.  624 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


THE  CLKHQT   ASSEMBLE.      OANELOK's  TRAITOROUS  ADVICE. 


21 


(53) 

The  Clergy  grauntes  alle  per  to, 
Als  doghety  men)  of  dede  solde  do, 

J)at  worthy  were  &  wyghte. 
Be  comen)  was  wekes  three 
Thare  semblede  a  fal  faiie  men^he. 

In  baneres  burneschid  bryghte. 
A  hundrethe  thowsande  were  redy  bownii) 
Of  Prestis  J^at  werede  schanen)  crownii), 

And  fresche  men  for  to  fighte. 
Thay  lightede  appon)  a  lawnde  so  clere 
Vndir  J>e  Mownte  Mowmartere, 

It  was  a  ful  faire  syghte. 

(54) 
With  fat  J>e  Bischoppe  Turpyn)  come, 
And  also  a  Cardynali  of  Bome, 

With  a  fuli  grete  powere, 
Thay  semblede  appoh)  a  no]>^  syde 
Baners  bett  wit^  mekiH  pryde, 

))•  clergy  fat  was  so  clere. 
And  appon)  faire  knees  fay  knelide  down). 
The  Bischoppe  gafe  f  am)  his  Benyson), 

Alle  hoUyly  in  fere. 
And  thane  sent  he  In  to  the  k3mge 
And  badde  hym  forth  his  Baronns  brynge, 

And  saide,  "my  Prestis  are  here." 

(65) 
Bot  jitt  this  false  Genyoun) 
Conselde  f  e  kynge  ay  with  treson) 

J^t  hym  selfe  solde  duelle  per  stili : 
"  And  lette  fe  Bischoppe  wende  his  waye, 
Doo  at  jone  Sarf^enes  that  he  maye, 

There  saH  he  feghte  his  IHA  : 
And  byde  thi  selfe  in  this  Citee. 
Slayne  in  f '  felde  gif e  fat  fou  bee 

Alle  Frannce  may  like  it  fuH:  iH." 


The  Clergy 

»totiie 


627 


630 


number  of  100,000 


633 


atMoont 
Mowiuartere. 


636 


Turpin  arrlree, 
Accompenled  by  a 
Ctedinel, 


639 


642 


645 


648 


n  afTO] 
and  sends  to 
inrormthekhig 
he  is  ready. 


Ganelon  adviaet 
Chartostostayal 
home,  and  let 

651   SmJlr'^ 


654 


657 
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TURPIN  0URSB8  0UARLB8   AND  HIS  ADTISBBS. 


Charleston! 
Tnrpin  that  h« 
will  not  go. 


Tarpin  twean 
he  will  cane 
Chailee. 


Tarpin  goM  to 
Charlie  and 


eimeehlifUM 
adTistrs, 


663 


666 


669 


672 


And  with  his  concelle  and  his  fare 
Slyke  conceH  he  gaffe  ]>am)  y&ve 

The  kynge  grauntis  ^  tiH.  660 

(56), 

And  forthe  to  y  Bischoppa  J^an)  sendis  be^ 
And  f or  thynge  ))at  eudr  myghte  bee 

He  solde  hym  neuer  be-swyke. 
Bot  take  his  nobifi  Cheuabye 
And  wende  forthe  in  to  lumbardy, 

*^  For  I  wiH  kepe  my  Ryke." 
The  Bischoppe  saide :  "  by  goddes  tree, 
Or  ]>at  Charls  doo  so  with  mee 

Futi  iH  it  saH  hym  lyke ! 
I  saH  hym  curse  in  myddis  his  face. 
What  I  s^  he  nowe  with  sory  grace 

Be-come  ane  Eretyke  1 " 

(57) 

The  Bischoppe  leues  his  powere  thare 
And  In  to  ])*  Cite  gane  he  fare 

And  p*  Cardenatt  with  hym).  675 

And  when)  he  come  by  fore  y  kynge 
There  was  none  oper  haylsynge 

Bot  stowte  wordee  and  grym).  678 

He  saide :  **  alias,  sir  Charllyone, 
That  pou  thus  sone  be  comes  a  crayoii), 

Me  thynke  thi  body  fuH  dym).  681 

Alle  the  false  counceti'  J^at  touches  ]>*  crown) 
Here  gyffe  I  ]>am)  goddis  malyson), 

Bothe  in  lyfe  and  lyme.  684 

(58) 

And  Cristis  Malyson)  myghte  he  haue 
Tliat  fyrste  to  y  J)at  Conceli  gaffe. 

And  here  I  curse  the,  f  ou  kynge  I         687 
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Be  cause  pon  lyiGfes  in  Eresye, 

Thou  ne  dare  noghte  fjghte  one  goddes  Enemy  : 

&  a  buke  forthe  gane  he  biynge : 
And  y  Sertayne  sothe  als  I  30W  tette 
He  dyde  aU  )Mtt  to  cuisynge  f eHe, 

this  was  no  manera  of  lesynge. 
**  Nowe  arte  pon  werre  ]>ai))  any  Saiajene, 
Goddes  awenii)  wedirwyne, 

Of  soTowe  now  may  ^u  synge  ] 

(69) 
If  Cristyndome  loste  bee 
p*  wyte  bese  casteu)  one  the, 

Alias,  pat  pon  was  borne  ! 
Criste  for  the  sufferde  mare  dere, 
Sore  wondede  with  a  spere, 

And  werede  a  Crown)  of  thome. 
And  now  )you  dare  noghte  in  the  f elde 
For  hym  luke  vndir  thy  schelde, 

I  teH  p^  saule  for  lome. 
Men  wiH  deme  aftir  thi  daye 
how  falsely  pan  forsuke  thi  laye. 

And  calle  the  kynge  of  skorfie.** 

(60) 
Bot  then)  kyng  Charls  with  owtteu)  wene 
At  the  byschoppe  was  so  tene 

A  f awchone  base  he  draweii). 
And  p^  Bischoppe  styrte  pead  to  a  brande, 
Hent  it  owt  of  a  sqwyers  hande, 

Both  -with  myghte  &  mayne, 
And  braydes  owte  p*  blade  bare  : 
Be  myghtfuH  god  Jum)  he  sware : 

"  If  I  wiste  to  be  slayne, 
Charls,  and  ])0U  touche  mee 
Thou  &res  noghte  forthir  fete  thre 

Or  it  be  qwitt  agayne." 


690 


and  eioommnnl- 

catesOuurlM 

Minseir. 


693 


696 


Turpin  taanta 
aiarlM  with 
cowardice. 


699 


702 


706 


708 


ClMf70,bMk] 


Cliarles  trlct  to 
kill  Turpin, 


711 
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TURPIK  DEGLABXS  HB  WILL  BESIEGE   CHARLES   IN  FAIU& 


The  barons  go 

betwMolud 

Mparmtetbem. 


Tnrpln  deoUret 
bewiUkUltho 
lint  that  toodiM 


Turpin  dcdartt 
iMwUlthat 
Cbariesap 
In  Paris. 


anddMtrojand 
tmmthedtj. 


(61) 
Than  grete  lordes  ^ede  ]>am)  by-twene| 
The  kyng^  comande  his  knyghtis  kene 

The  Bischoppg  f or  to  taa.  723 

And  y  Bischoppe  said :  ''  sirres,  I  wiH  )ow  no  scathe 
And  bi  my  laythe  it  es  grete  wathe 

Bot  if  3e  late  me  gaa.  726 

For  certis  I  wiH  noghte  taken)  bee 
With  nane  fat  I  now  here  see, 

Bot  if  jee  firsts  me  slaa«  729 

And  whilk  of  jow  pat  touches  me 
With  owtten)  harme  passes  noghte  hee." 

Than)  with  his  horse  come  ])ay.  732 

(62) 
"  Here,"  he  said,  "  I  a-vowe  to  mylde  marie, 
And  to  hir  sone  god  almyghttye, 

*  I  saH  noghte  leue  the  soo.  73$ 

For  we  are  halden)  with  y  righte 
Clerkes  appon)  corsede  men)  to  fighte, 

I  calle  the  goddes  foo.  738 

I  BaHi  gerre  buske  my  batelle  bownn) 
And  halde  the,  Charls,  wtt/i  Iii)  pia  townb]^ 

With-owt  J>ou  satt  noghte  goo.  741 

Was  neucr  kjmge  Jat  werede  a  crown) 
So  foule  rebuytede  with  Eelygyon), 

povL  saH  sone  witt  of  woo.  744 

(63) 
Goddes  byddynge  hast  )k>u  broken), 
Thurghe  y  traytowr  speche  spoken) 

Alle  Cristendom)  walde  p<m  schende.     747 
When)  Criste  sent  the  a  suerde  vn  tiH: 
Thou  myghte  wele  wiete  it  was  his  wiH 

that  thi  selfe  soldo  thedir  wende,  750 

There-fore  I  saH  stroye  the, 
Bryne  and  breke  downn)  thi  Cite, 

If  ))ou  be  neuer  so  ten[d]e.  753 
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Then  to  jone  sara3enes  wende  sati  I, 
Fighte  wit/i  ))ain)  whils  I  may  dry, 

In  goddes  scruyce  to  ende."  756 

(64) 

The  Bischoppe  &  ))*  Cardynere 
Appon)  faire  horses  gatt  bothe  in  fere, 

Owte  of  y  townn)  fay  rade  759 

Also  faste  als  pay  myghte  dryve 
To  the  grete  Batelle  be-lyfe. 

And  Buskede  baners  fuH  brade.  762 

They  Romede  to-warde  Paresche  town), 
And  thoghte  to  bete  the  Cyte  downe 

With  ]}e  powere  pat  he  hade.  765 

"  Slyke  clerkes  beris  my  Benysone, 
For  trewere  men)  of  Relygyoun) 

In  erthe  were  neuer  none  made."  768 

(66) 

Charls  ou^r  f  e  walles  bi-helde,^ 

And  sawe  the  hoste  come  in  the  felde 

And  drawe  to-wardes  J)®  town).  771 

Bot  J)an)  said  Duke  Naymes  vn  to  }/•  kyr.ge : 
"  Sir,  jonder  comes  vs  new  tythynges 

With  Baners  buskede  alle  bown).  774 

I  rede  ^e  praye  ^one  clergy  sesse 
And  aske  y  Bischoppe  forgyfhesse 

And  Absolucioun).  777 

And  graxmt  hym  graythely  for  to  goo 
For  to  feghte  appon)  goddis  f  oo. 

Or  loste  es  thi  renownn).**  780 

(66) 

"  In  faithe,^*  saide  y  kynge,  "  I  graunt" 
The  Bischopp^  es  gude  &  on  evynhaunt 

With  Baners  bryghte  of  hewe  783 

>  MS.  k  bihelde. 


Torpfn  and  hff 
army  advance  to 
besiege  Paris. 


Deaf  71] 


Naymee  adviaeb 
Chariee  to  yield. 


and  ask  Tarpln'a 
forgiveneM. 


Chaites  aaeenta. 
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CHARLBS   TIBLD8  AND  RBCEIYBS   ABSOLUTION    FUOM   TURPIN. 


Tarplngruitf 

Cliarlet 

abtolaUon. 


Turpln  encampt 
outeide  Parii, 


while  the  King 
collects  hit 
foroee. 


In  three  weeks 
ahuqgeannj 


Be-fore  )yatn  a  forlange  &  mare. 
The  kynge  yndid  his  hede  alle  bare, 

The  Bischoppa  wele  hym  knewe, 
And  appon)  his  knees  he  knelid  down) 
And  take  his  absolucyoun), 

theire  loye  bj-gane  to  newe. 
[No  8t(^n  of  any  omission  in  the  MS,   . 


.] 


(67) 
The  kynge  says :  "  haly  fader  free, 
This  gilte  I  praye  the  forgyffe  me 

And  I  wifi  wirke  jour  wifi. 
And  with  ^our  clergye  toumes  agayne, 
Riste  and  Ryott  30W  by  f  •  water  of  sayne. 

Ay  whitis  I  come  jow  tffl." 
The  Bischoppe  grauntis  hym  in  ]>at  tyde, 
And  pyghte  Pauylyons  wttA  mekiH  pryde, 

With  wyne  &  welthes  at  witi. 
The  kynge  in  to  )>•  Citee  went 
And  af tir  his  Baronage  he  sent, 

Alle  forwardes  to  fuliiH. 

(68) 

And  by  the  thre  wekes  comeh)  were 
Charls  had  semblede  a  faire  powere, 

Hym  selfe  come  sH  at  hande. 
Erles,  Dukes,  &  |>*  xij  duchepers, 
Bothe  barofls  and  Bachelers, 

knyghtis  fuH  heuenhande. 
Thay  oflferde  alle  at  seynt  «lenys, 
And  grete  lordes  to  armes  chesse. 

And  Charls  take  his  hande. 
And  thus  remewes  that  grete  powere, 
The  leuenynge  of  [J)air]  baners  clere 

Lyghtenes  aU  )>at  lande. 
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819 


(69) 

Thus  Charls  with  his  cheualrje 
Vn  to  he  come  at  lumbardy 
In  no  place  wolde  he  hone. 
And  to  the  Sara^enes  was  it  tolde 
That  Charls  make  werre  appoii)  )>an])  wolde, 

To  venge  pai  are  was  done. 
The  grete  lordes  )yan  to  gedir  spake : 
**  It  is  better  I>at  we  sir  Gkucy  take, 

And  Crownn)  hym  )>•  Sowdane  Sone."  825 
Than  sent  J^aj  to  many  an  hethyn)  knyghte, 
pay  badde  ])at  alle  solde  come  J^at  myghte, 

By  y  heghten)  day  at  none.  828 

(70) 
When  pBj  were  semblede  sekerly, 
Thay  Crownnede  y  Sowdane  str  Garcy, 

))at  Solance  was  to  see[ne]. 
8exty  knyghtis  of  dyuerse  lande 
Ilkon  sent  hym  sere  presande 

To  witt  with  owtten)  wene. 
Thay  dressede  on  hym  a  dyademe, 
And  made  hym  Emperot^r  so  hym  seme, 

These  knyghtis  fai  were  kene. 
Syne  present  hym  with  golde, 
And  Stones  of  vertu  ])at  was  holde, 

p*  beste  in  erthe  myghte  bene. 


The  Sanceiis  hear 

ofthAapproMdi 

ofCborkt. 


(71) 
The  k3mge  of  Massedoyne  lande 
Sent  y  Sowdane  a  presande, 

pT  Meryeete  one  molde : 
Sexty  Maydyns  faire  of  face, 
That  cheffeste  of  his  kyngdome  was. 

And  f  aireste  c^pon)  f  olde : 


Garey  it  crowned 


831 


834 


837 


840 


The  King  of 
Macedoniendi 
him  sixty 


843 


846 
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•iz^  hhmm,        Sexty  Fawconns  faire  of  flygbte, 

And  Sexti  stedis  noble  and  wyghte. 

In  eu6r-ilke  loumay  bolde.  849 

•ixty  knigbto       And  appoh)  like  a  stede  a  knyghte  aittande 
With  a  fawcon)  appoii)  his  hande, 

And  a  cowpe  full  of  golde.  852 


(72) 

•utjgrqrboonaf  Sexty  grewhondes  yn  to  ])'  gamen), 
andtiztgriioands,  And  Sexti  Raohes  rynnande  in  sameti), 

))*  beste  in  erihe  myghte  bee.  855 

He  come  hym  selfe  with  this  presande 
And  broghte  in  his  awenn)  hande, 

))at  was  worihe  thiese  three :  858 

In  yisebifi  a  foU  riche  stone, 
and  a  tpiMidid  .  A  Safre  y  beste  ])at  myghte  be  one 

To  seke  alle  Ciystianntee.  861 

The  Sowdane  was  f utt  fayne  of  this, 
And  kyndely  gan)  his  cosyn)  kysse 

With  mekiH  solempnytee,  864 


(73) 

When  he  his  powere  semblede  hade, 
The  MUn  giTw    A  lyaHe  fSeste  y  So  wdaii)  made 

Of  worthy  meii)  in  wede.  867 

Of  alle  y  damesels  biyghte  &  schene 
p^  Sowdane  hade  hym  selfe  I  wene 

.  ))aiie  althere  Maydynhede ;  870 

By  )yam)  ilkone  he  laye  a  nyghte, 
And  sythen)  Mariede  hir  vn-to  a  knyghte, 

))ay  leffed  one  haytheii)  lede.  873 

So  mekitt  Inste  of  lechery 
Was  a-mange  ^at  cheoalry 

l)at  pay  [mygjhte  noghte  wele  spede.    876 
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(74) 

To  Charls  now  wiH  I  tome  agayne 
pat  passes  ou^  Mountayne  &  playne, 

At  [Mejlayne  wolde  he  bee ; 
And  when)  he  come  in  to  ]>at  stede 
Where  als  y  cristyn)  meii)  by  fore  weren)  dede. 

Off  Fraunce  so  grete  plentee. 
There  heghe  appoh)  an  hiH  appon)  highte 
Turpyn)  garte  an  awtre  dyghte, 

psi  alle  y  folke  myghte  See ; 
And  off  the  Trynytee  a  messe  he  says, 
And  hertly  for  p*  saules  he  prayes, 

And  the  bodyes  J>at  fare  gari)  dye. 

(75) 
The  Bischoppd  sons  gane  hym  reuesche. 

In  gude  entent  he  says  a  messe. 

In  ])e  name  of  god  almyghte : 
He  blyssede  ]>^  awtere  vriih  his  hands, 
And  a  fayre  oste  of  brede  per  appon)  he  fande, 

J)at  ener  he  sawe  wM  syghte. 
His  chalesse  was  so  f uH  of  wyne 
There  myghte  no  more  hafe  gone  per  in. 

It  come  fro  heuen)  oii)  highte. 
He  dide  his  messe  forthe  to  p^  ende 
And  thankede  gode  )Mtt  it  hym  sonde, 

And  Marie  his  modir  bryghte. 
(76) 
The  Bischopp^  in  his  hert  was  fayne 
And  thankede  god  with  att  his  mayne, 

And  Marie  his  modir  free. 
He  tolde  p*  hoste  vriih  lowde  stenen), 
How  brede  &  W3me  was  sent  fro  heneii), 

Fro  god  of  moste  poustee : 
"  And  aH  )>at  tuer  base  sene  this  syghte 
3ee  are  als  clene  of  syii),  I  plyghte, 

Als  pai  day  borne  were  jee. 


Charles  proMM 
on  to  Milan. 


879 


llMfTS] 


882 


Tnrplnoflbraa 
If  aaa  for  the 

French  who  ha«l 


885 


888 


891 


The  bread  and 
wine  are  sent 
down  firom 
heaven. 


894 
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rnrpin  tiiankt 
God  for  the 
903   mirade. 


906 


909 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


30  Tumm  arms  and  takes  oommand  or  tee  van. 

And  who  so  endys  in  this  felde 
In  his  bjggynge  satt  he  belde 

£u0r  more  in  blysse  to  bee."  912 

(77) 
Turpin  anat        The  Bischopps  ^ao)  ksste  of  his  abytte 
And  aftir  armotirs  he  askede  tytte, 

For  ^emesse  he  loughe.  915 

A  IdrtiH  and  a  corsett  f yne, 
per  OUST  he  keste  an  acton)  syne. 

And  it  to  hym  he  droughe  :  918 

An  hawbarke  'with  a  gesserante. 
His  gloues  weren)  gude  &  auenaunte ; 

And  als  blythe  als  biide  one  boughe     921 
ftnd  moonta  hto     He  tuko  his  hshno  &  sythen)  his  brande, 
Appoh)  a  stede  a  speie  in  hands, 

Was  grete  and  gud  ynoghe.  924 

(78) 

Sayse  "  I  piaye  jow,  sH  my  clergy  here, 
Assembles  vndire  my  Baneie, 
He  Mjt  he  The  vawardo  wiH  I  haue.  927 

^*^  Charls  &  his  knyghtis  kene 

Lete  Erles  &  Barofis  with  hym  bene, 

Bothe  Sqwyers  &  knaue,  930  - 

I  beseke  freschely  lor  to  fyghte^ 
That  y  [lejwede  men)  may  se  ynih  syghte, 

And  gud  Ensample  haue.  933 

and  anooongM      Standis  [uow  baldly  f]or  ^ouie  trouthe ; 

Ilia  man*  ,.  •. 

Appon)  )o[ne  Saracen Jes  haues  no  rewthe ; 

For  golde  in  erthe,  none  saue."  936 

(79) 

Thus  Ch[arls  led]eth  a  faiie  men^ 
For[th  to  Mela]yne,  fat  riche  Cite, 

Braydes  vp  Baners  3are.  939 
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And  when)  y  Sowdane  hase  J^am)  sone, 
He  comandes  his  knyghtis  kene, 

))at  ]}ay  solde  make  ])am)  ^aie  :  942 

And  Or  he  wolde  passe  owte  of  ))•  townn), 
He  made  his  0£ferande  to  Mahownn), 

))*  wais  leue  gode  ]}ay  fare.  945 

And  sythen)  owt  of  that  Citee, 
Off  heythen)  men)  an  hagge  men^ee 

pat  Semyde  als  breme  als  bare.  948 

(80) 
Sir  Arabaunt,  with  Ire  and  hete, 
A  Furlange  bi-fore  y  Bat^e  grete. 

Come  and  askede  fighte.  951 

And  by-fore  of  oore  f olke  had  he  slayne 
Bothe  y  lorde  of  Melayne 

And  many  an  o}er  knyght.  954 

Than  sayde  y  Bischoppe :  **  so  mot  I  spede. 
He  saH  noghte  ruysse  hym  of  this  dede, 

If  I  cane  rede  a  ryghte  !  *'  957 

And  or  any  knyght  myght  gete  his  gere 
The  Bischoppe  gart  hym  with  a  spere 

Appon)  his  tepet  lighte.  960 

(81) 
Turpyn)  strake  hym  so  sekerly 
Thurgh  pe  breste  bone  aH  plenerly, 

A  lange  jerde  and  more,  963 

That  dede  he  daschede  to  y  grounde, 
Grysely  gronaunde  in  that  stownde, 

Woundede  wonderly  sore.  966 

The  Bischoppa  |>an)  lighte  f  ufl  apertly 
And  off  he  hewes  his  hede  in  hy, 

pat  are  was  bremo  als  bare.  969 

His  horse  yn  to  |>*  Cristen)  Oste  gah)  spede, 
A  Sqwyore  broghte  agayne  his  stede, 

And  one  he  leppe  righte  thare.  972 


[kaf  71,  iMckj 


The  Snlttin 
iMdf  oat  his 
armj. 


Sir  Arabant 
■laTS  many 
Francfa  knighta. 


bat  In  hlDiMir 
•lain  by  Tarpin. 
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DABNADOWSB   OHALLENQES  CHARLES  TO  SIKOLB  COMBAT. 


Tarpin'sesqntre 
wishes  to  spoil 
tliebodyofSir 
Anbank 


Tarpin  bids  him 
go  and  liffht, 


Dsmsdowse 
challenges  Charlea 
to  single  combat. 


(82) 
The  Bischoppe  sqwyere  in  the  place 
Saw  pat  y  kynge  dede  was 

pat  had  bene  of  grete  powere ;  975 

His  helme  &  his  hawberke  holde, 
Frette  ouere  with  rede  golde. 

With  stones  of  vertue  dere ;  978 

His  gowere  pendande  on  ]>*  grounde. 
It  was  worthe  a  thowsande  pownde, 

Oflf  rabys  and  Safere  :  981 

He  lowtede  down),  vp  wolde  itt  ta, 
The  Bischoppe  bad  hym  fro  it  ga : 

**Go  fonnge  the  anojjcr  fere.  984 

(83) 
To  wyn)  the  golde  pon  arte  a  f ole, 
povL  bygynnes  sone  for  to  spoyle, 

Loo  !  ponder  comes  moo.  987 

Thou  settis  more  by  a  littiH  golde, 
pat  J)ou  seese  lye  appon)  y  molde, 

j>BJi>  to  fighte  one  goddes  foo.  990 

Loo  I  ponder  comes  San^enee  in  y  felde, 
Go  kill  ])am)  down)  vndir  thi  schelde, 

Slyk  [wjorchippes  were  gude  to  do.*'    993 
He  take  y  pendande  in  his  hande, 
The  Bishoppe  bett  hym  with  his  brands 

[pat]  he  keste  it  hyw  fro.  996 

(84) 
With  |>at  come  girdande  sir  Darnadowse, 
A  nobiti  knyghte  and  a  cheuaUrouse, 

Prekande  one  a  stede.  999 

He  was  y  chefe  of  Famagose, 
A  Sarajene  pat  fayne  wolde  wyn)  lose, 

And  to  y  Cristen)  oste  gan)  spede.       1002 
He  bad  sende  owte  Charlyori) 
K  he  dare  come  to  wynii)  pardouii) 

A  bofett  for  to  bede.  1005 
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He  wolde  noghte  fighte  bot  with  a  kynge. 
He  calde  hym  selfe  wiUi  owt  lesyuge 
The  chefe  of  heth  jn)  thede. 

(85) 

Then)  kyng  Charls  tuke  his  spere  hym  to. 
The  Bischopp^  Turpyn)  and  oper  mo 

Prayede  god  solde  hym  spede. 
"  A,  dere  lorde/'  said  Bowlande  in  heghe, 
"  Late  me  fare  to  fighte  for  thee. 

For  hym  ]}at  one  rode  gan)  blede." 
Thaid  Charls  sweris  by  saynt  paule : 
**  Sen  ilke  a  man)  feghtis  for  his  saule 

I  saB  for  myn)  do  mede. 
Slayne  in  the  felde  gif  J^at  I  bee 
Kynge  off  Fraonce  here  make  I  the. 

With  reghte  p"  Reme  to  lede.** 

(86) 

))an)  with  owtten)  any  more  habade 
Theis  two  kynges  to-gedir  rade. 

With  Ire  and  grete  envy. 
And  at  y  firste  course  pat  ]>ay  ranne 
Thies  kynges  two  with  horse  &  manna 

At  J)*  grounde  bothe  gun)  ly. 
Deliu^ly  vp  sone  bothe  |»y  stirtt. 
And  drewe  )>aire  swerdis  wtt^  noble  hertt^ 

With  owtten)  noyse  or  cry. 
Thay  dalt  so  derfely  with  ]>aire  brandes, 
Thay  hewe  theire  scheldis  to  ^aire  handis 

In  cantells  hyngand  by. 

(87) 

So  darfely  bothe  )^aire  d3mttis  J^ay  driste 
A  littitt  while  pay  wolde  paxcd  riste, 

J)*  Sarajene  yrayede  hjm  styntt : 

CHARL.  ROM.  II. 


1008 


1011 


BolADd  b0gt  to 
be  allowed  to 
take  his  plao^ 


1014 


botCharlw 


1017 


1020 


Chirlctand 
DarnadoirM 
engi«t. 


1023 


1026 


1029 


1033 


1035 

D 
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THE   FIGHT  OONTINUSS  :  TUBPIN   BNCTOURAOSS  0HABLB8. 


DftnuMiowM  Mm   "  Nowe,  certis,  8*r,*'  he  saide,  "  me  rewes  of  thee 

to  oonrtri  .    ^  . 

chariw.  A  Cnstjni))  man)  ^t  ^u  solde  bee, 

thou  arte  so  stronge  of  dyntt  1038 

Bot  tome  vn  to  oure  lawes  &  take  J^am)  to. 
And  I  sail  gyffe  the  lewmes  two. 

And  elles  wiH  ])ou  harmes  hentt"       1041 
Bot  y  Bischoppe  Turpyn)  )Mtn)  cryes  on  heghte : 
^  A  !  Charles,  thynk  appon)  Marie  brighte. 

To  whayme  oure  lufe  ee  lentt.  104i 


TarphiMUtoa 
CharlM  to  thov 
hIsproweM. 


PMf7S,bMk] 

OharlM  breaks 


DamadowM 
•xcbatiKM  hit 
■word  for  a 
dagger. 


(88) 
And  if  euer  ])at  ]}ou  hade  any  myghte, 
Latt  it  nowe  be  sene  in  syghle, 

What  pouste  fat  Jw>u  base.  1047 

Latte  neu^  oure  kynge  with  dynt  of  brande 
B[e]  skyne  with  jone  Sarajene  hande, 

Ne  ende,  lady»  in  this  Place.  1050 

A  [God]  wote  we  sati  be  safe, 
[Neuer]  the  lyk  wolde  we  hafe 

Of  oure  comly  kynge  of  face.  1053 

[))ou  majkere  bathe  of  son  and  see, 
[Pity  t]he  dole  w[e  d]ree  for  thee, 

And  graunte  vs  of  thi  grace ! "  1056 

(89) 
[Charls]  saide :  **  sir  Bischoppe,  nay, 
[Neuer  sail  I]  forsake  my  lay : " 

And  to-gedir  gan)  ]»ty  goo.  1059 

So  stiffely  aythere  at  othere  strake, 
Appon)  his  helme  str  Charles  brake 

His  nobiH  swerde  in  two.  1062 

Bot  ^an)  the  franche  folke  wttA  nobiH  steuenn), 
Thay  cry  vp  vn  to  ))*  kynge  of  heuenn), 

And  for  Jaire  lorde  were  wo.  1065 

The  Sars^ene  was  curtays  in  fat  fighte 
And  lawses  owt  a  knyfe  fuH  righte, 

His  swerde  he  keste  hym  fro.  1068 
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Charles  takot  ont 
his  dagger^ 


andstebsth* 
Saracen. 


1080 


Charles  slajs 
Damadowse 
1083  with  his  own 
sword. 


(90) 
And  Charles  yoydede  his  brokeii)  brande, 
Owte  he  hent  a  knyfe  in  hande, 

And  Samen)  fay  wente  fuH  tytte,        1071 
Thay  daschede  fuH  darfely  witJi  paire  dynt, 
Mighte  no  steryn)  stele  fam)  stynt, 

So  styflfely  bothe  fay  smyte.  1074 

In  sondre  braste  fay  many  a  mayle, 
Thaire  hawberghes  thurgh  force  gan)  feyle : 

To  see  had  lordis  delitte.  1077 

Bot  a  fette  stroke  sir  Charls  gafe  hym  one 
Evyri)  at  f*  breste  bone, 

\>at  strake  his  hert  gan  blende. 

(91) 
The  Sara3ene  was  dede  of  fat  strake, 
And  Charls  gan  this  fende  vp  take, 

And  with  his  awenii)  brande 
He  broches  hym  so  boldely 
That  his  hert  biode  sekerly 

rane  to  cure  kynges  hande.  1086 

And  thare  he  wane  f *  sara^ene  swerde, 
And  certis  fat  with  one  the  erthe 

He  conquered  many  a  lande.  1089 

The  Cristen)  f olke  were  nener  so  f ayne ; 
Bot  by  the  kynge  was  horsede  agayne 

J>®  BateHs  were  doande.  1092 

(92) 
And  hawberkes  sone  in  schredis  were  scheme,  a  gmena  ngtA 

And  beryns  thorowe  the  bodys  borne, 

And  many  a  sara^ene  slayne.  1095 

KnyghtiB  one  f  *  bent  bledis. 
Many  lay  stekede  vndir  stedis, 

In  gilten  gere  fuH  gay[n]e  :  1098 

Other  wtt^  glafes  were  girde  thurgb  evyii) : 
We  may  thanke  gode  fat  is  in  heuen) 

J)at  lent  vs  myghte  &  mayne.  1101 
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TURPIN   IS   WOUNDED   AND  8URR0IXNDBD  BY   8ARACBN& 


A  Saraom  wounds 
TurpiD. 


TbeUabop 
ponuMand 


Turpln  It  rar- 
rounded. 


PMf74 


Thay  slotighe  Jani)  downn)  with  swerdis  bright^ 
P^  Cristynnes  faughte  in  goddis  righte, 

]p*  Bischoppe  lougbe  for  fayne.  1104 

(93) 
Bot,  als  >•  Cronakifl  jitt  witt  teUe, 
])eT  come  a  sar«^ene  feis  and  felle 

And  to  y  Bischoppe  glade. 
And  stroke  hym  rigbte  tborowe  J*  tbee, 
And  agayne  to  y  betben)  oste  gane  flee, 

And  Turpyn)  after  bym  rade. 
Tbe  Biscboppe  folouede  bym  so  feire 
pat  y  sai^ene  bade  y  werre 

For  y  maystrie  Jat  be  [made]. 
He  stroke  bym  so  in  y  sowdane  sygbte, 
He  fande  neuer  man)  foi  after  mygbte 

Hele  y  burt  [be  badje. 


1107 


1110 


1113 


1116 


(94) 

Bot  tbey  belde  In  p^  Biscboppe  in  pat  rowtte 
pat  be  ne  mygbte  nogbte  wyn)  owte. 

And  fer  be  [was  doande].  1119 

Tbe  kynge  of  Massedoyne  land  vfitJi  a  spere, 
]p*  Biscbope  fro  bis  borse  gane  bere. 

And  sette  [on  bym  bis  bande]  1122 

Tbe  sarajenes  sware  be  solde  be  dede. 
And  y  kynge  sayde,  **  naye/'  in  tbat  stede 

For  no  Sara3ene  liffande.  1125 

And  rigbte  als  ])ay  solde  oure  Biscboppe  slo, 
Thay  smote  y  kynge  of  Massaydoyne  fro 

Clenly  of  bis  regbte  bande.  1128 

(95) 
Bot  ]>an)  kynges  men)  of  Massaydoyne  weren)  wo, 
Wbed)  ])ay  sangbe  J)aire  lorde  was  wondede  soo. 

And  trowrde  be  walde  be  dede.  1131 
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Thay  Braydede  owte  swerdes  futi  biyghte  The  French 

make  a  chaiig* 

Agaynes  y  Sowdane  folke  to  fighte, 

Full  styffely  in  ])at  stede  :  1134 

For  that  gane  fyfetene  thowsandej  dy 
Of  y  Sowdans  cheaalry, 

Laye  bledande  ])an)  fuH  rede.  1137 

And  with  fat  Turpyn)  gatt  a-waye  «»*  Turpiii 

To  Charls  Oste,  fuH  fisiyne  were  J^ay, 

A  horse  ])ay  to  hym)  lede.  1140 

(96) 
Bot  when)  b*  Bischoppe  was  horsede  agayne.  Torpin'e  oiergy 

^  "      '  aitaekthe 

Alle  y  cleregy  weren)  f utt  f ayne,  saraoana* 

And  pr^sede  in  to  ]>*  place.  1143 

So  depe  wondes  ])at  day  ])ay  dalt, 
peX  many  on)  wyde  opyn)  wait, 

pat  wikkidly  wondede  was.  1146 

Thay  slonghe  so  many  an  heythen)  kynge 
\>Skt  at  y  laste  ]>ay  tuke  to  fly  Inge,  and  pot  Uiem  to 

Als  god  vs  gaffe  p'^  grace.  1149 

Many  a  San^ene  garte  faj  falle. 
And  Turpyn)  with  his  Clergy  alle 

Folowede  faste  one  y  chase.  1152 

(97) 
And  Charls  on  y  to])er  syde 
Slonghe  J^am)  downn)  wtt^  wondis  wyde, 

the  doughty  garte  ])ay  dy.  1 155 

The  Sowdane  hym  selfe  so  harde  was  stedde  Tiie  saltan  mm 

toMUan. 

pat  with  Ten  thowsande  a^-way  he  fledde, 

And  faste  to  Melayne  gatt  he.  1158 

The  Cristen)  men)  chasede  )»tm)  to  y  barres, 

And  sloughe  righte  there  fele  folke  &  firesche, 

AH  fat  fere  walde  byde  &  bee.  1161 

Bot  J^an)  kynge  Charls  tuke  y  playne 

And  Semblede  all:  his  folke  a-gayne. 

To  luke  how  beste  myghte  [J>e].  1164 
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THB  FBBNOU   PITCH  THEIR  TEXTS  OUTSIDE  MILAN. 


TnrplnadTlMt 
CbarlM  to  dtftr 


th«M«mlttUl 

tlMMXtdaj. 


CharlMafTMfl 
and  tht  Praneh 
flxthdreunp. 


ClMr74,bMk] 
The  King  atln 
Torpln  to  thow 
hltwoond. 


TurptnTOiri 


neither  to  Mt 
nordrinictiU 
Milan  is  tdtoi. 


(98) 
Thay  myghte  noghte  y  Cite  wynn), 
The  strenghe  of  y  Sarajenes  ))at  were  wiVi-lD). 

])e  Bischoppe  said :  "  I  rede  1167 

Of  oure  knyghtes  in  y  f  elde 
es  many  wo&dede  vndir  schelde. 

And  also  some  are  dede ;  1170 

And  ^one  Sara^enes  fuii  of  tresone  es, 
There  I  concelle  bothe  more  &  lesse 

We  stirre  noghte  of  this  stede,  1173 

Ne  or  to-mome  serche  neu^  a  wounde, 
Bot  luke  ]>aD)  who  may  be  sownde ; 

Lete  Oriste  wirke : "  &  forthe  he  sede. 
(99) 
Here  to  a[c]ordes  euerilkon), 
Lordes  [haf  ]  ])aire  horses  tone. 

And  Comen)  es  the  nyghte.  1179 

ro[r  alle]  y  Sarajenes  there 
Th[ay  ne  mygh]te  no  forthir  fare, 

Bot  bydis  in  brenys  bryghte.  1182 

Ch[arles  acordede]  als  ])ay  rade, 
All  [nyghte  on]e  fe  bent  ))ay  bade 

Wtt^  standardes  euen)  vp  streghte.      1185 
The  kynge  prayede  the  Bischoppe  fire 
His  wonde  ]>at  he  wolde  late  hy7n  see, 

pat  he  hade  tane  in  fat  fighte.  1188 

(100) 
Bot  y  Bischoppe  saide  :  "  a  vowe  to  god  make  I  here, 
There  saH  no  salue  my  wonde  come  nere, 

Ne  no  hose  of  my  thee :  1191 

Ke  mete  ne  drynke  my  hede  come  In), 
The  Cite  of  Melayne  or  we  it  wyn). 

Or  dfts  J)er  fore  to  dye."  1 194 

He  garte  dele  his  vetelis  then) 
Fiiste  amanges  oure  wonded  men), 

Bot  no  mete  neghe  wolde  hee.  1197 
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Bot  als  SO  sore  wondede  als  he  was, 
Knelande  he  his  prayers  mase 

To  gode  of  moste  Pouste.  1200 

(101) 

Oare  folke  hade  done  so  doughtily  TheFraneb 

That  many  of  Jam)  weren)  ful  wery, 

So  hade  ))ay  foghten)  ))ah).  1203 

Bot  one  y  morne  y  Cristen)  stode 
A  thowsande  oner  theire  fete  in  theire  blode 

Of  theire  awenn)  wondcs  waile.  1206 

Othere  refreschynge  noghte  many  hade  withouiwy 

Bot  blody  water  of  a  slade, 

pat  thurghe  )>•  Oste  ran).  1209 

The  Sowdane  sent  a  Messangere 
To  kynge  Charles  als  je  may  here. 

And  that  sawe  many  a  man).  1212 

(102) 

\)^  Messangere  bare  a  wande  iHxey  sends  • 

Of  ane  Olefe  in  his  hande,  atariM  that  ha 

In  takynnynge  he  come  of  pece.  1215 

And  lowde  he  cryede  appon)  Chails  ]>*  kynge, 
And  saide  he  myghte  his  handis  wrynge, 

'*  Appon)  lyfe  if  ]>at  he  es :  1218 

For  oure  Sowdane  hase  by  Mahownn)  swome  wuiflghtthd 

B«x(  day. 

j)A  he  saUe  mete  hjm  here  to-morne, 

With  full  prowde  men)  in  prese :         1221 
"With  fowrty  thowsande  of  helmes  bryghte, 
Was  neu^  jitt  frekkere  men)  to  fighte 

Sene  in  hethynnesse."*  1224 

(103) 
And  Charles  ansuerde  at  ))at  tide :  OMiiaa  bi^vIm 


''  In  faythe  I  sail:  ])am)  here  habyde 

Wode  giffe  J>at  J)ay  were.  1227 


wlllbtrsaf^j. 
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THE  BATTLB  BRGINS  :    THE  SARA0EN8  GIVE  WAT. 


Before 


Charles  himMlf 
tokeetiMTMU 


PMfTB] 


TheFrsneh 

chttvetht 

Stnceniaiid 


nake  great 


If  ])at  he  brynge  alle  y  Sara^enes 
pB,t  es  alle  heythynnesse  with-Is), 

Hyne  wiH  I  noghte  fere."  1230 

The  Messangere  agayne  ])an)  rade. 
And  they  sett  wache  and  still  habade 

WhUls  Piyme  was  passede  &  maie.     1233 
Bot  or  p*  nofiee  neghede  nee. 
To  ]>an))  ]Mtn)  songhte  a  felle  semble 

With  Baners  breme  als  bare.  1236 

(104) 
Bot  than  air  Charles  spekes  fnH  gudely 
To  Rowlande  his  nevewe  fat  stode  hym  by, 

And  seid ;  "  stV,  so  god  the  spede,       1239 
This  day  wirke  Jou  Manfully 
With  thi  nobitt  Chenalry, 

And  of  y  Sarajens  hafe  [no  dre]de.     1242 
Thou  saH  see  ]>at  I  aaB,  noghte  be  sparede. 
My  selfe  safi  haue  the  vawarde, 

There  lesu  [Crist  fe  sp]ede."  1245 

The  trumpetes  trynes  one  righte  ])aD), 
To  loyne  so  lolyly  thay  by-gane, 

Oure  worthy  men)  in  wede.  1248 

(105) 
Thay  ruysschede  Samen)  with  swilke  a  rake 
That  many  a  Sara^ene  laye  on  his  bake, 

&  one  ]>•  lawnde  righte  per  J>ay  lay,     1251 
FuU  Grisely  gronande  one  the  grete, 
Stekyde  vndir  stedis  fete, 

And  liste  no  thynge  of  playe.  1254 

So  darfely  ]>an)  ]>ay  dynge  fam)  downn), 
Thay  saide  p^  myghte  of  saynt  Mahownn) 

Was  denely  ati  a-waye.  1257 

'*  A !  mount  loye  ! "  oure  lordes  gane  crye, 
And  Charles  with  his  cheualrye 

FuH  freschely  faughte  pai  day.  1260 
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(106) 
Thej  hewe  of  bethen)  hedis  in  hye^ 
Ouie  Cristeh)  men)  so  sekirlj 

Of  ])aiD)  hade  littiH  drede, 
Bot  brittenesse  Jmud)  with  biandis  bare 
And  Sarajenes  tburgbe  y  scbnldiie  scharey 

pat  to  p^  giidiH  it  ;ede. 
Thay  take  none  bede  of  gudes  noie  golde. 
Lay  nener  so  mekiH  appoD)  the  molde, 

Oure  worthy  men)  in  wede ; 
Bot  beris  abake  the  BateUs  brade, 
Fowrty  thowsande  in  a  slade^ 

Laye  stekede  vnder  stede. 
(107) 
And  so  haide  by-stade  was  y  Sowdane 
Hym  selfe  with  ten  thowsande  ]>an) 

To  Melayne  take  p^  gate. 
Oare  Cristen)  knyghtis  wit^  ])aire  speres 
The  hyndirmaste  fro  ])aire  blonkes  beres. 

And  chacede  pared  to  p*  jate. 
The  owte  barres  hew  j«iy  downn), 
And  slewe  hethynn)  kynges  wi't^  crownn)^ 

And  peSie  powere  J^er-ate. 
To  sawtte  y  Cite  sadly  fay  by-ganii), 
Off  Cristyn)  men)  many  a  craelle  man), 

))*  hethyn)  wex  ati:  mate. 
(108) 
With  speris  &  with  spryngaldes  faste, 
With  darfcis  kenely  owte  J^ay  caste, 

Bothe  wtt^  myghte  &  mayne. 
With  gownnes  &  with  grete  stones 
Graythe  goannes  stoppede  those  gones 

With  peletes  vs  to  payne. 
Oare  Cristyii)  men)  that  were  of  price 
Bendis  yp  bowes  of  devyce. 

And  Bekirs  )»ani)  agayne. 


Tb«Freneli 
driT«tlM 
Swrsoont  bttdc 


1263 


1266 


1269 


1272 


1276  totbeoitror 


1278 


1281 


TIm7  impart 

tOMMOltit. 


1284 


1287 


Gnnt  tnd  MgliiM 
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1290 


1293 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


42  TUBPUr  18  WOUNDKD   WITH   ▲  8PKAB. 

Appon)  bothe  the  sydis  so  freschely  J^ay  fighte 
That  by  it  drewe  vn  to  the  nyghte 

Fele  folke  of  fraonce  were  slayne.       1296 

(109) 

There  weie  of  oure  clergy  dede 
And  oper  lordes  in  ^t  stede. 

Or  thay  of  sawte  walde  sesse.  1299 

By  ]>an)  ])ay  sawe  it  was  no  bote  to  byde 
And  fro  )>•  Cite  warde  fay  ryde, 

Oure  prynces  prouede  in  presee.  1302 

CiMfTs.  bftek]     The  Bischoppe  es  so  woundede  that  tyde 

Turpiii  It 

wounded  in  t)M      w  ith  a  spere  thorowe  owte  the  syde, 

side  with  a  tpsar. 

]pat  one  his  ribbis  gan)  rese.  1305 

Thnrgh  y  schelde  Ss  the  browe  bare 
A  schaftemonde  of  his  flesche  he  schare : 

lordyOgee,  ])/s  es  no  leee.  1308 

(110) 

Ho  pullede  it  owte,  keste  it  hym  fro. 
And  weryde  y*  handis  fat  it  come  fro, 

And  ^t  it  lete  forthe  glyde.  131 1 

The  Sowdane  oner  )m  wallis  by-helde 
And  sawe  ])*  Cristen)  in  the  felde 

Frowarde  ))•  Cite  ride.  1314 

TiM  Saltan  mookt  And  appoo)  kyngo  Charls  ]>aD)  cryes  he : 
tiM  walla.  **  What  1  Charls,  thynkes  now  to  flee  1 

I  trowe  the  moste  habyde.  1317 

I  saH  the  mete  to-morne  in  felde, 
With  fourty  thowsand  vnder  schelde, 

SaH  fonde  to  felle  thi  pryde."  1320 

(111) 

Says  Charls  :  '')>ou  false  hethyn)  hownde, 
Thou  ne  dare  noghte  byde  appon  y  grounde, 

J)er  eucr  more  worthe  the  woo  1323 
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Bot  aythire  of  thies  dayes  Hyke  ciuuriM  Uimtons 

Ctercy. 

Hase  ^a  stoUen)  a  waye  lyke  a  tyke, 

The  deueHe  mygbte  vrith  p  goo  1         1326 
That  Cite  bot  pan  jelde  to  me, 
And  fully  trowe  and  Cristyn)  be 

Appon)  one  god  and  no  moo,  1329 

In  felde  ^if  eu^  I  see  the  mare 
I  saH  by  myghtfuH  god  "  he  sware, 

**  Hewe  thi  bakke  in  twoo."  1332 

(112) 

Then)  of  oure  Criaten)  men)  in  y  felde 
Many  semblede  vnder  schelde. 

And  some  ware  wondede  sare.  1335 

Thay  ])at  were  bothe  hale  &  sowilde 
Comforthed  Jam)  fat  were  euyH  woflde. 

So  als  Criste  wolde  it  were.  1338 

The  kynge  ban  of  his  belme  tase,  amriM  uk» 

..;'.<•  it       1  -    Turplntohavt 

And  to  the  Bischoppe  swythe  he  gase  his  woand 

And  sayde :  "  Fadir,  for  goddes  are,    1 341 

Thy  woondes  that  thou  walde  late  me  see. 

If  any  Surgeoun)  myghte  helpe  thee, 

My  comforthe  were  y  mare."  1344 

(113) 

'*  What  I  wenys  fou,  Charls,"  he  said,  "  fat  I  faynte  bee 
For  a  spere  was  in  my  ihee,. 

A  glace  thorowte  my  syde.  1347 

Criste  for  me  sufferde  mare ; 
He  askede  no  salue  to  his  sare, 

Ne  no  more  saH  I  this  tyde.  1350  batTnrpfn 

"  reftiMi,  and 

I  sati:  neuer  ette  ne  drynke,  mpmuus  vow. 

Ke  with  myn)  eghe  slepe  a  wynke, 

Whate  bale  als  euer  I  byde,  1353 

To  jone  Cite  golden)  bee. 
Or  efis  fer-fore  in  Batette  dye. 

The  sothe  Is  noghte  to  hyde.**  1356 
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(lU) 
Als  faj  stodo  spekande  of  J^ts  thynge. 
To  Charls  come  a  newe  tydyuge 

pat  Blenkede  att  bis  blee :  1359 

Thaj  saide  ]>at  one  sir  Tretdgoii), 
}}at  was  y  Sowdane  syster  sod). 

And  p*  beste  of  Barbaije, —  1362 

^'  Certys,  Cbarls,  he  comes  at  hande 
"Wiih  men)  of  armes  a  sexty  thowsande. 

To  strenghe  wiV*  jone  Cite."  1365 


•omliif  to  tht 


(116) 
[A  leaf  9eem8  to  he  lost  here.     The  French  being  Iiard 
pressed f  Charles  wishes  om  of  his  kntghis  to  ride  off 
to  France  for  Jielp.] 


Vmi'HQ       ^  Now  sone^  when  I  hafe  fooghten)  mj  fiH,  1366 

I  saH  ayise  me  gif  )»it  I  wiH 

One  thi  message  to  wende."  1368 

(116) 
BddwiiiitftiMt     "Now  Sir  Bawdewyne,  buske,  &  make  )>•  bownri).** 
He  saide :  **  alias,  ^ou  cbaiel  jonn), 

pat  exxer  I  tuke  thi  fee  I  1371 

For  )itt  my  self e  es  saffe  &  sownnde^ 
My  body  hole  with  owttyn)  wonnde, 

A]s)>oa  thi  self e  may  see;  1374 

I  walde  noghte,  for  ail:  thi  kyngdome^ 
pai  ener  ])at  worde  vn-to  franco  come 

I  soldo  so  feyntly  flee.  1377 
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Gett  the  a  currour  whare  ^on  may. 
For,  by  god  fat  awe  this  day, 

jkm  saH  hane  none  of  mee."  1380 

(117) 

"  A,  Bir  Ingelere,  for  a  knyglite  ]>ou  art  kyde,"  sir  ing«i«rd 

**  Whif  Bir  Charls,  what  walde  ^u  pat  I  dide  )  tbe  meM«g«.  ^ 

"  I  pray  the  wende  thi  waye."  1 383 

"  Bi  lesn  Griste  ])at  sittis  aboffe, 
Mo  thynke  )>oa  kydde  me  littiH  Infife, 

When  p<m  ^  worde  wolde  saye.        1386 
Bot  me  saH  nener  be-tyde  fsi  taynte : 
I  hope  ^a  wenys  myn  herte  be  feynte, 

I  say  p*  schortly,  naye :  1389 

}}at  I  saH  neu^  so  firemdly  flee, 
God  lett  me  jif  it  his  wiHs  bee 

Keuer  habyde  Jat  daye."  1392 

(118) 
The  Duke  Berarde  was  wondede  sare,  Berwd  b  adctd 

to  80^ 

Thoigh  f  •  schelde  into  )>•  Body  bare 

He  was  borne  with  a  brande.  1395 

Of  this  message  ])ay  gun)  hym  frayne, 
bot  he  hade  no  wotde  to  speke  agayne, 

Bot  grymly  stude  lukande.  1398 

Than  Turpyn)  gan)  to  Charls  say  :  botTorphi 

"  Here  arte  Jxm  seruede,  bi  my  fay, 

pan,  fayles  of  pat  pon  fande.  1401 

The  Duke  es  woundede  so  wonder  sare 
It  ware  grete  syn)  to  grene  hym  mare ; 

Gude  str,  pon  late  hym  stande."  1404 

(119) 

Thay  prayede  a  Banarett  fan  of  pryce, 
One  str  Bamarde  of  Parische, 

For  grete  gyftis  he  wolde  wende.         1407 
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BABNA&D  OFFERS  TO  GO  :    HE  8TABTS,  BUT   18  SLAIN. 


Barnard  agreM 
:o  go,  Ifheia 
knighted. 


He  ridea  to 

the  galea  of 

MiUn, 

and  ia  there  aUln. 

Dei;f76,back] 


Tarplndieen 
kUewrmy, 


reminding  them 
that  they  are 
atiU  10,000. 


And  he  saide  :  "  lordynges,  by  my  faye, 
I  ame  oner  symple  to  ^ow  to  saye, 

Where  eu^  je  wiH  me  sende.  1410 

I  aske  ordir  of  knyghte  ]^er  titt ; 
Bot  giffe  ^our  giftis  where  30  wUi, 

Elles  ^e  be  my  frende."  1413 

Thay  made  hym  knyghte  with  fuH  gud  chere, 
He  tuke  leue  at  ]>•  twelue  dujepere^ 

this  curtay^e  knyghte  &  he[nde].         1416 
(120) 
He  saide  ]>an :  "  haue  guddaye,  Charls,  in  this  stede. 
For  ])oa  safi  neu^r  gyffe  me  brede^ 

Ne  in  thy  burdynge  say,  1419 

If  I  be  pore  of  golde  and  fee, 
pat  1  fro  this  grete  Io2<?'nee 

Fayntly  fledde  a  way.*'  1422 

He  rydis  euen)  to  f*  jatis  of  Melayne 
And  there  with  sarajsnes  was  he  slayne, 

He  dide  full  wele  pat  day.  1425 

And  Charls  for  hym  in  hert  was  woo, 
Bischoppe  Turpyn)  and  othere  moo 

For  his  dede  sore  moumede  thay.        1428 
(121) 

Thus  haue  fay  prayede  euerylkone, 
Bot  there  wolde  goo  neucr  one, 

The  symple  thay  bade  none  sende.      1431 
The  Bischoppe  Turpyn)  cryede  appon)  highte : 
"  Sen  je  are  so  f rekke  for  to  fighte 

God  of  his  myghte  jow  mende !  1434 

Jitt  are  we  ten  thowsande  here 
That  are  jitt  bothe  hole  and  fete, 

))at  wele  for  kene  are  kende.  1437 

And  of  gude  men)  fat  none  will  flee, 
To  fourty  thowsande  or  we  dye 

In  y  felde  to  make  faire  ende."  1440 

'  M8.  dagepere. 
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(122) 
Bot  als  Turpyn)  lenga  hjm  on  his  brande  Turpin  mm  an 

Oner  an  hiU  he  saw  comande 

ful  many  a  brade  Banere,  1443 

The  Duke  of  Bretayne,  sir  lyoneHe, 
That  Charb  was  thare  he  heide  teHe 

And  hade  mystere  of  powere.  1446 

He  broghte  hym  thirty  thowsande  fyne, 
YetayHs  gude  and  nobiH  engyne, 

This  bolde  with  fa&  blytho  chere,       1449 
Than  Turpyn)  gan)  to  Charls  say : 
^'  I  see  a  felle  hoste,  bi  my  fay, 

J^at  sone  wiH  neghe  vs  nere.  1452 

(123) 
}one  are  the  sarajenes  mekiH  of  mayne,  He  mitukM 

The  full  powere  owt  of  8pa3mey  sarueiu, 

pat  sone  ddft  flitt  iH  spede.  1455 

For  by  hym  fat  swelt  on  tree 
This  day  no  sarajene  s^  I  see 

8ati  gerre  me  tome  my  steda"  1458 

And  In  his  hande  he  caughte  a  lannce : — 
*'  Haue  gud  day,  Charls,  and  grete  wele  fraunce." — 

&  agayne  J>at  hoste  he  jede.  1461  JJ^"*«~** 

In  fewter  sone  he  keste  his  spere 
And  thoghte  the  Boldeste  down)  to  here 

pat  Batelle  walde  hjm  bede.  1464 

(124) 
So  blody  was  that  Bischoppis  wede 
His  conysaunce  ne  ^it  his  stede 

p^  Bretons  ne  couthe,  noghte  knawe.   146^7 
Bot  als  an  harawde  hym  by-helde  a  iwraia  reooff- 

'^  ^  nlM  him  by  bia 

He  lukede  vp  in  to  his  schelde,  oogniMnc*. 

And  sayde  to  alle  one  rawe :  1 470 

"  If  Bischoppe  Turpyn)  appon)  lyve  be, 
In  fisiythe,  lordynges,  ^one  es  he 

]pat  )e  se  hedirwarde  drawa*'  1473 
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Tarpin  tolte  Sir 
LioMl  what  hat 


Dmirn 


TnrpioMM 
another  mmj 
orsaraoena 


•ndorgMtha 
kinfftoattaok 
thm. 


Thay  ferljde  why  he  fewterde  his  spere, 

**  A  Monnte  loye,"  ciyes  one  fat  he  myghte  heiSy 

He  was  glade  of  )>at  sawe.  1476 

(125) 

The  Wardayne  rydis  hym  agayne 

And  said  :  **  air  Bischoppe,  for  goddis  payne, 

Who  hase  greued  the  1"  1 479 

He  tuke  his  spere  owt  of  rests  adowns) 
And  gaffe  ^am)  atte  his  Benysonn), 

the  Bretolis  when)  he  ^m)  see.  1482 

The  Bischoppe  tolde  ])am)  of  his  care 
Bot  ^an  the  Bretons  hertis  were  sare, 

For  ])e  dole  onre  Oste  gun)  diyee.        1485 
A  Messangere  went  to  telle  the  kynge, 
So  fayne  was  Charles  nener  of  thynge 

With  eghe  ^t  he  gah)  see.  1488 

(126) 

And  or  Turpyn)  myghte  his  tale  halfe  telle 
He  sawe  come  hooande  ouer  a  f elle 

Many  a  biade  Banere ;  1491 

Standardis  grete  with  stalworthe  men), 
Sexti  thowsande  wele  myghte  faj  ben). 

In  brenyes  bumescht  dere*  1494 

Ynder  y  cante  of  a  hiHe 
Onre  Bretofis  beldis  &  bydis  stiUe, 

When)  ^y  wiste  whate  Jay  were.        1497 
The  Bischoppe  saide :  **  bi  goddis  myghte, 
Thaym)  sail  rewe  or  it  be  nyghte, 

the  tyme  fat  fay  come  here  !  1500 

(127) 

Go  we  to  )one  company 

With  *  Mountioye '  baldly  &  Jam)  asciye, 

Late  ^r  be  no  Lettynge."  1503 
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An  hawrawde  said  :  "  to  fewe  are  we 
To  iighte  with  slyke  a  grete  nien^e, 

It  is  better  wende  to  p®  kynge." 
**  A,  RiV,  whare  fay  are  sexti  thowsande  moii)  I 
And  if  fay  were  mo  bi  thowsandis  ten), 

[Bi]  God  fat  made  ati  thynge, 
The  more  powere  that  thay  be, 
The  more  honowr  wyn)  satt  we, 

We  dowte  noghte  fam)  to  dynge." 

(128) 
The  Biscboppe  to  f •  kyng  sent 
And  prayes  bym  to  byde  appon)  y  bent, 

J)**  Cite  for  to  kepe ; 
That  there  no  sarajene  soldo  come  owte, 
•To  fay  had  rekkenede  with  fat  rowte, 

Jpay  sawe  come  ouere  f  ®  depe. 
Oure  Bretofis  k3mdely  comforthes  he, 
Sayse  :  ''  alle  f  Sara^enes  ^e  ponder  see 

Jjaire  frendis  sore  may  wepe : 
We  saH  wirke  fam  wondis  futt  wyde, 
I  hete  fam  be  f aire  lemans  syde 

Sowndely  neue?*  satt  fay  slope." 

(129) 
For  Isschuynge  owte  of  f  *  Cite 
kynge  Charles  with  his  men^e 

Helde  his  Batelle  stiH. 
Oure  Bretons  bolde  fat  fresche  come  In) 
Thoghte  fat  fay  wolde  wirchippa  wyn) 

And  gatt  f  *  cante  of  f  •  hiH. 
The  Sarajenes  were  so  strange  &  stowte 
Thay  late  no  lede  fat  fay  wolde  lowte, 

J)ay  were  so  wykkede  of  w[iU]. 
Oure  Bretons  dide  so  doughtyly 
That  lange  or  none  sekerly 

Jj*  sara^enes  lykede  futi  iti. 

OHARL.  ROM.  II. 


A  messenger  snys 
they  are  too 
miuiy. 


1506 


1509 


*'Tiie  more  the 
greater  honour/' 
Bii^-s  Turpiu. 


1512 


Turpin  bids 
Charles  keep  Sir 
Garry  and  his 

1  r  t  K    *"•"  ^^^*^  *"*"  "'* 
1515    ouioriiilau. 


1518 


1521 


1524 


The  Bretons 
attack  the 
Saracens, 


1527 


1530 


1533 


hard. 


1536 
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THE   SARACEN    ABMY    IS  SLAIN   TO   A   MAN. 


Th^ydayfintj 
Ihoosand 


Peafn.bock] 


(130) 

Samen  faxd  strake  ^at  grete  stowie 
Ala  it  were  aftire  p'^  none  ane  hourey 

It  was  noghte  mekilis  mare :  1539 

Bot  Many  a  sarajene  in  fat  stownde 
Lay  grysely  gronande  on  the  grownde, 

Woundede  wonderly  sore.  1542 

Bot  there  god  wiH  helpe  Jer  es  no  lett ; 
So  stronge  strokes  ])ay  one  ]>aiD)  sett 

Wiili  bumeschede  bladis  bare,  1545 

That  fourty  thowsande  sara^enes  kene 
With  Brandis  lay  brettenyde  on  the  grene, 

So  boldo  oure  Bretons  were,  1548 


TheSanoeni 
fly,  and  th« 


Trench  duM 
them  h«re  and 
there  as  hoondi 
4k>ahare. 


(131) 

And  to  y  Cite  Je  toper  wolde  haue  flede. 
And  Rowlande  thoghte  he  wolde  ])aiD)  stedde, 

Ten  thowsande  was  with  hym).  1551 

And  when)  he  with  the  sar^enes  mett, 
Futi  grym)  strokes  he  oner  f am)  sett, 

Wtt^  growndyn  speris  and  grym).        1554 
Charles  appori)  )>•  tothere  syde 
Sloughe  f  am)  downn)  with  wofidis  wyde, 

And  made  pake  dedis  full  dyme.         1557 
And  thus  thay  chase  ])am)  here  and  thare, 
Als  y  howndes  dose  the  hare, 

And  refte  ])am)  lyfe  and  lym)e.  1560 


Roland  slaya 
Letygon. 


(132) 

Rowlande  rydis  to  Letygon), 
J)at  was  y  sowdane  Sister  sone, 

And  stroke  hjm  with  a  spere,  1563 

That  dede  he  daschede  in  y  felde : 
Helme  ne  hawberke  he  myghte  none  welde, 

Ne  nener  e^iter  none  here.  1566 
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Of  sexti  thowsande,  sothely  to  say, 
Passede  neuer  one  qwyke  a  way, 

Bot  euyfl  fay  endide  there. 
The  Cristenyde  knelide  dowii)  in  fat  place 
And  thankede  god  fat  gaffe  Jyam)  grace. 

So  worthily  pani)  to  were. 


Sixty  thousand 

Saraoentarw 

kUled» 


1669 


1572 


(133) 

The  false  in  y  felde  thus  gun)  )}ay  felle. 
The  kynge  callede  sir  lyonelle, 

And  a-vauntede  hym  fuH  heghe. 
The  Duke  of  Bargoyne  bi-fore  was  dede, 
He  Sessede  hym  in  his  stede, 

And  gafe  hym  his  doughty  free. 
And  to  y  Bischoppe  ])an)  swythe  he  gase, 
That  wery  and  sore  wofidede  was. 

And  fastande  dayes  three  : 
Be  pat  tyme  he  myghte  note  wele  a  worde  owt-wyn), 
The  teris  rane  oner  Charles  chynn), 

])at  Sorowe  it  was  to  See :  1584 


1575 

Charlat  inak«f 
Lionel  Dak«  of 
Bnrgnndj, 

iK'ro   sod  glTM  him  his 

iolo  daoghtsr. 


1681 


(134) 

"  And  fou  dy,  pan)  dare  I  saye 
The  floure  of  presthode  es  a-waye, 

]}at  eu^  hade  schauen)  crownn).  1587 

For  there  ne  is  kynge  ne  Cardynere 
In  Cristyndome  may  be  thi  pere,. 

Ne  man)  of  Religiownn)."  1590 

He  wiH  no  man)  his  wondes  late  See, 
Ke  mete  ne  drynke  none  neghe  hym  ne,- 

For  prayer  ne  for  pardownn).  1593 

Oure  Oste  for  y  Bischoppe  moumes  alle, 
And  graythes  j^am)  to  Melayne  walle^ 

With  Baners  buskede  bownri).  1596 


Tnrpin  ii  sorely 
woonded. 


bat  will  not  aUow 
himseirto  bo 
attended  to. 
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52  THK   FRENCH   PRBPARB   FOR  THE   ASSAULT   ON    MILAN. 

(135) 

The  French  pre-    New  vetallles  ^  bretons  brogbte  ban)  ' 

p«re  for  an  '  w         j 

Mwiit  on  Milan,  pskt  refresscbede  many  of  ouie  meid^ 

Of  brede,  brawne  &  wyfie.  1599 

A  nobiH  hardas  tber  was  graythede 
And  Baners  to  y  walles  displayede, 

And  Bendis  vp  faire  engyne.  1602 

[no  more  in  t/ie  M8.] 
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[Additional  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  31,042,  leaf  80.] 

P*  ^tmsMt  ®t  Bulte  Xtotolanlie  anti  of  %tr 
<i^ttueU  of  Spajne 


©ff  Cfierlte  of  iltaunce, 
(1) 

Lordynges,  ]^at  "bene  hende  and  Free,  ^ 
Herkyns  ail:e  hedir-wardes  to  meOi 
Gif  fat  it  be  jowr  witt. 
Now  lates  atte  jowr  noyse  be^ 
And  herkyns  nowe  of  gamen)  &  glee, 
]}at  I  scbafi  tett  )ow  tiH. 
Of  dogbety  men)  I  scbafi  )ow  tdie, 
]}at  were  foil:  fayre  of  flesche  &  fefi. 

And  Semely  appon)  Sifie» 
And  wit&  )}aire  wapyns  wele  couthe  mefie^ 
And  boldly  dorste  in  batefi  duefie. 

And  dogbety  proued  one  bllL 

(2) 
Tbe  sone  of  le  Roy  Pepyn), 
)?at  was  stV  Cberlles  gad  &  fyne, 

Als  Y  cronykifis  vs  gan)  say. 
With  bis  dusperes  dogbety  and  dym) 
)>at  wele  couthe  fegbte  wttA  a  Sarajene, 

For  to  fette  ])am)  fey. 
Tift  Genyone  vrith  his  traytorye 
Solde  ))am)  ifie  and  wikkedly 

Vn-to  y  false  ley : 
Fourty  thowsande  and  fyfty 
Of  y  flour  of  cbeualrye 

there  dyede  apon)  a  dayew 


Lhton,  Sin, 


and  I  will  toU 
youaguuesom* 


12 


15 


ofCbarlMaiMloi 
bit  dou)eperw. 


18 


21 


84 
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CUARLRS    AND    ni8    KNIGHTS    AT   PARIS. 


(3) 


Tli« 

coiiM  not  toll 

hair  th«  ft»U 

orthe<«iiobl« 

kiiighifl. 


.fnoftou'"**  MynstreHs  in  fat  lande  gan)  dueHe, 

Bot  atte  y  sothe  ))ay  couthe  noghte  teH 

Of  this  noble  chenalrye.  27 

IIow  fat  Cherlles  vriUi  his  swerde  gan)  mello, 
Bot  suche  a  Menske  hyia  be-fett 

pat  come  hym  Sodeyuly.  30 

They  tentede  to  faire  daunsynge 
And  also  to  f  aire  othir  thynge, 

to  make  gamen)  Si  glee.  33 

Burdowrs  in  to  f •  haulle  fay  brynge, 
J)jit  gayly  with  faire  gle  gan)  synge, 

With  wowynges  of  lady.  36 

(4) 
And  forthir  in  Romance  als  je  moh)  hero  ; 
This  noble  kynge  of  grete  powere 

Duellede  in  pariche,  39 

AVith  his  lordes  and  his  Duspers, 
J;at  were  holden)  fetie  &  fers 

And  in  BateHe  fuH  wyse.  42 

AH  fay  buskede  fani)  for  to  here 
llelnie  &  havvberke,  schelde  &  spere, 

And  rapede  fam)  for  to  ryse,  45 

Agaynes  kynge  ^fcrthitt  for  to  were, 
And  for  to  kepe  f "  heythyn)  here, 

&  stniye  there  goddes  Enymys.  48 

(5) 
irheu  news  came    Bot  now  come  fani)  newe  note  one  hando 
And  wondirfuH  hasty  tythande, 

pat  greuede  fam)  righte  Sore.  5 1 

For  of  f "  cheuallrye  of  the  lande 
J5er  hade  dyede  thritty  tho:  sande, 

Gif  goddes  helpe  ne  wore.  54 

And  owte  of  Spayne  there  come  in  hy 
A  Siixajene  fat  was  fuH  doghety, 

With  gryraly  grownden)  garo,  57 


Ctiaiies  and  hit 
kiiiKliU  were  at 
Purls 


with  his  knt;;hU 
and  douzopers. 


of  Uie  loss  of 
90,000. 


CleafSO,  back] 
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OTUEL   ARRIVKS   ON   A   MKSSAGE   TO   CHARLES. 


67 


Fro  y  Empero?/r  sir  Garcy 
To  kyng  Charlies  fuH'  liastilye, 

pat  kiudilde  aHe  J^aire  care. 

(C) 
The  Messangere  was  mekm  of  pride, 
Thorowte  Pareclie  gaw)  he  ryde 

&  at  y  kynges  sale  he  lighttis. 
And  there  he  metys  in  that  tyde 
]}at  were  faire  of  hewe  and  hide, 

thre  full  noble  knyghtis  : 
Sir  Otes  and  8?>  Raynere, 
Duke  Naymes  was  theire  fere, 

p&t  ofte  )>aire  resouns  rightes. 
He  haylsede  pam)  with  steryn)  chere, 
Sayd  :  "  fro  f"  kynge  am  I  sent  a  Messangere 

pat  moste  es  prouede  of  myghtis." 


60 


Otuel  mtItm  on 
amesmge  to  . 
Cluurlm. 


63 


G6 


He  meets  Nnymet 
and  inquires  his 
09    way. 


72 


(7) 
Duke  Naymes  sayde  fuH  curtaysly  : 
**  Sir,  whate  may  thi  name  bee  ? " 

He  sayde :  "  I  highte  Otuett.  75 

kyng  Cherlles  whei-e  es  he  1 
Righte  to  hym  by-houede  moe 

Mi  message  for  to  teHe."  78 

Duke  Naymes  saide  :  "  ho  sittos  his  duspers  Imango, 
With  white  berde  large  and  lange, 

Faire  of  floscho  &  fell.  81 

With  a  floreschede  thonwango, 
Ouro  noble  kynge  fat  es  so  strange. 

His  doghety  men  I-moHe.  S4 


X«)'roefl  teUs 
liim  he  will  And 
Cliarles  ainotifpK 
tne  aoa)epen«a. 


(8) 
He  sittes  in  rtcho  meneuere, 
p*  Duke  Rowlando  sittys  hym  noro 
In  rede  Siclaton). 


87 
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58      OTUEL  APPBABS  BEFORE  CHARLES  AND   THREATENS  ROLAND. 


Otoel 

Mid  oomM  to  tht 

king. 


Boltaiu 


And  y  gentiHe  Erie  Bir  Olyuere, 
pski  es  fuH  noble  &  feUe  &  fere, 

&  in  BateHe  ay  fuH  bowun).''  90 

Forihe  passede  than)  the  Messangere 
Bi-fore  y  kynge  iriih  steryn)  chere, 

It  was  hjm  grete  renoun).  93 

He  saide  :  *'  Ane  euytt  flawmandre  fyre 
Bryne  f  *  berde,  J)*  breste,  &  y  swyre, 

Euen)  to  y  fote  aHe  doun)  I  9d 

(9) 
OfeMiMjththM  A  Messangere  Ame  Isenthy 

oomewitha  ,      ,  -«  .    ^ 

from  um  Fro  my  lorde  y  maperour  sir  Garcy, 

pat  Settis  30W  aHe  at  nogbte.  99 

In  Paynym)  ne  es  none  so  dogbety. 
He  bathe  the  flour  of  cbeuallrye 

AH  ledy  with  hym  brogbte.  102 

CharUes  I  ne  maye  nogbte  honour  the, 
For  fou  base  greaede  Maboun)  &  me, 

pat  alle  ])is  worlde  base  wroghte.  105 

Andy  Howlande,  if  euer  I  may  the  see 
At  Batayle  or  at  any  Semble, 

tbi  dedis  schaH  dere  be  bogbte.  103 

(10) 
HeihrMtent        And,  Bowlande,  gif  euar  I  maye  y  mete, 
With  my  swerde  I  schaH  the  bete, 

to-hewe  tbi  body  in  two ;  111 

And  fulle  the  vnder  my  horse  fete, 
San^enes  myrthe  with  the  to  bete, 

For  pou  base  wroghte  pam)  woo.*'  Hi 

wfaoUugfai  u      And  Bowlande  at  those  wordes  longhe, 
&  said  :  "  str,  J)ou  arte  doghety  ynoghe 

Siche  dedis  to  vndir-too.  117 

poM  may  langifi  &  make  it  toughe. 
For  here  schaH  no  man)  do  the  woghe, 

tiH  angbte  dayes  ben)  a-goo."  120 
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HE  TELLS   CHARLES   HE  HAS  BEEN   A   KNIOHT  NINE  MONTHS.      59 


(H) 
p^  kyng  spekis  ])aD)  the  Sarajene  tiH  : 
"  Say  one,  felawe,  whatte  thou  witt, 

Distroube  the  schtdi  ri^te  none. 
Ne  none  of  my  men)  lowde  nor  stitt 
touche  the  with  nonekyns  iHe, 

till  heghte  dayes  ben)  gone." 
P*  San^ene  at  those  wordes  hadde  skome  : 
"  I  dowte  no  man),"  he  says,  "  pat  eue?*  was  borne, 

&  I  my  stede  hafe  tone : 
Corsu  my  swerde  me  bi-fome, 
))at  myche  cristen)  blode  hathe  schofne, 

&  many  a  body  slone." 
(12) 
"  Where  1 "  sayde  y  kynge  in  hy, 
**  Sir,  in  y  playnes  of  lumbardy, 

pan  claymes  it  for  y  lande, 
J)*  powere  there  of  sir  Garcy 
Appon)  a  daye  we  garte  ])am)  dy 

Fully  Pifty  thousande, 
Nyne  monethes  es  gone  arighte 
Sen  I  with  Cursu  was  dobbide  knyghte. 

My  golde  brayden)  brande, 
A  thosande  there  to  y  dede  I  dighte  i 
Of  Cristen)  men)  mekiii  of  myghte, 

Eighte  with  myn)  awenh)  hande* 
(13) 
And  thus  hathe  lu?nbardes  harmes  laughte, 
Bothe  by  dayes  and  by  naghte, 

Ne  gladdes  )}am)  no  glee. 
My  selfe  was  per  in  BateHe  &  faughte, 
Myn)  neffes  were  bolnede  dayes  aughte, 

)>at  Selly  was  to  see." 
Vp  pari)  stirte  ane  hardy  knyghte, 
air  Estut  of  logres  for  sothft  he  highte, 

A  lorde  of  grete  bountee : 


Deaf  81] 
Charlw  bids  him 
delirer  his 

«  ^A    message  without 

123   fear. 


12« 


for  none  shall 
touch  him. 


129 


132 


Otuel  tells- 
Charles  of  hit 
prowess. 


135 


138 


and  that  he  has 
been  a  knight 
nine  months. 


141 


144 


and  how  they  had 

devastated 

Lombardj. 


147 


160 


Sir  Estot  in  a 
153   fight  him. 
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OTUEL  KILLS  SIR  E8TUT 


With  the  Sai*ajene  wolde  he  fighte, 
A  staffe  in  hande  he  takes  hym)  righte. 
Was  of  Sqwarede  tree. 


RolHnd  tried  to 
•top  bini, 


biitheselxet 
Otuel  by  the  balr. 


and  Otael  kills 


TheFrencit 
baroni  wish  to 
■lajhim. 


T; 


[leaf  81.  back] 
but  he  threatens 
to  kill  the  first 
that  touches  liiin. 


aiarles  protects       Srtvd 
him.  "^ 


(14) 
I  Han)  Rowlande  sayde  fuft  sobirly ; 
Now  gud  s/r  Estut,  let  it  be, 
He  es  a  Messangere  : 
He  es  Ensurede  to  myo)  £me  &  mee. 
For-thi,  gud  sir,  par  charyte, 

thyn)  hert  pat  \om  wolde  stere." 
Bot  jit  y  knyghte  ne  wolde  noghte  spare, 
Bot  hent  p*  Sarajene  by  J)'  hare, 

&  backwarde  douii)  hym  here. 
]}*  Sarajene  stirte  vp  breme  as  bare, 
Cursu  his  swerde  he  drewe  re^te  thare, 

))•  knyghte  hede  of  he  schere. 

(15) 
Thau)  saido  p*  Baronage  w/tA  hole  sowiih) : 
"  Lay  hande  on  the  tray toure  feloon). 

He  base  done  velanye  ! " 
Bot  he  roUede  his  eghne  both  vp  &  dowuh). 
And  ferde  als  a  wilde  lyoun), 

Brayde  vp  his  browes  one  bye. 
Ho  braundesch[e]t  his^  swerde  bare, 
)}at  trenchande  was  &  wele  schare. 

And  sayde  fuH  sobirly. 
And  by  his  grete  Mahown)  ho  sware : 
"  And  any  of  jow  duspers  stirre  pare 

p*  beste  party  schaH  dy  I " 

(16) 
y  kyng  his  men)  sone  Sessed  he, 

*'  Sarajene',  jelde  thi  suerde  to  mec, 
&  late  bo  alle  this  here." 
'  MS.hir. 


156 


159 


162 


165 


168 


171 


174 


177 


180 


183 
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OTUBL  QiySS  HIS  SWORD   INTO   ROLANo's  CHARGE. 


Gl 


^  he  sayde  :  "  naye,  als  mot  I  the." 
Vp  fan  rose  sir  Rowlande  futt  Sohirly, 

&  wttA  a  lagheande  chere 
Said :  ''  ^elde  to  me  thi  brande  brighte, 
I  schaH  the  saue,  als  I  ame  knyghte^ 

WhiHs  pat  pou  arte  here ; 
-And  when  thi  Message  es  douii)  &  dighte, 
I  schaH  delyuer  the  thi  brande  so  brighte, 

Ab  I  am  trewe  duspere." 

(17) 
**  In  pat  conande  I  ^elde  it  the ; 
I  nolde  gif  it  for  twelue  Cite, 

So  bittirly  witt  it  bite. 
And,  Howlande,  ^if  euer  I  may  the  see 
At  batayle  or  at  any  Semble, 

J)*  hede  of  j^er-with  to  smyte." 
Rowlande  sayde :  "  s/r,  pou  art  to  outrage  : 
Fayrere  loyghte  pou  batayH  wage 

pan)  all  daye  thus  to  chide." 
p*  San^ene  spake  with  stowte  vesage : 
"  Herkenys  now  to  my  message, 

&  I  schall  teH  jow  tyte : — 


Rolan  I  promi««i 
loo    •wonirorbim. 


189 


U11  he  has 
delivered  liU 


192 


Otuel  Affrees,  aiul 
give*  it  to  hiin. 


195 


198 


201 


204 


(18) 

kyng  Cherfls,  als  pou  may  here, 

Otael  dedarei  he 

I  am  sent  a  Messangere 

haa  oome  from 
the  SolUii, 

fro  hym  pot  ee  doghty. 

207 

He  weldes  Paynyn)  ferre  &  nere, 

Alysanndere  of  grete  powere. 

theUndof 

&  y  londis  of  Bot  J : 

2JQ  Alexandria, 

Toures,  Sedoyne  ferre  &  fre. 

Tjrre.  Sidon, 

Perse,  semely  one  to  see. 

and  Penia, 

&  perto  fermorye. 

213 

This  noble  kynge  of  grete  pouste 

He  distmyes  bothe  londe  &  see, 

leghte  in  to  fennonye. 

216 
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OTCEIi  DBLIVEBS  HIS  MESSAQB  TO  CHARI.IW. 


to  raminoQ 
Cluurlaa 


tofonake 
ChriftUnlty, 


Ami  he  will  give 
him  Normandj 
and  England, 


to  Roland  Raiala, 


PeafSS] 
and  to  Oliver 


Scamoiiy 


to  Sir  Flmwioe 
ofSjrUhewUl 
give  France. 


(19) 
For-thi  hatbe  he  sent  the  worde  by  mee, 
]}at  ]>ou  schafi  vn-cnsteii)  bee 

&  leue  appon)  oure  ley*  219 

For  we  wiH  proue  in)  oure  degre 
J)at  y  lawes  of  Cristyante 

ne  are  noghte  worthe  ane  aye.  222 

Giffe  thi  hert  vn-to  Mahoun), 
]}at  weldis  bothe  tonre  &  towun). 

And  aHe  myghtis  maye ;  225 

Hafe  done  be-lyfe  fat  pou  be  bown)e 
For  to  come  to  oure  somotin) : 

thus  am  I  sent  to  saye.  228 

(20) 
Hafe  done,  air,  buske  ^  to  oure  kynge, 
For  he  hath  ordeynede  thi  wonnynge, 

For  atte  thi  cheualiye,  231 

House  &  londe,  wodde  &  thynge, 
he  grauntes  the  ouer  aH  othir  thynge 

J)*  londes  of  Normandy ;  234 

Inglonde  also  hathe  giffen)  to  the, 
And  to  Bowlande,  thi  Nevieu  fre, 

to  be  sesede  in  Bussy.  237 

Olyuer  ]^at  es  faire  and  free, 
the  knyghte  es  prouede  of  grete  bounte^ 

p*  landes  of  Scamonye ;  240 

(21) 
To  air  Florance  of  Surry 
He  hathe  giffen)  Frauwce  in  hye, 

put  wele  cane  prike  a  stede,  243 

Jj*  kyng[es]  sone  of  Barbarye^ 
To  hafe  it  to  his  Bayly, 

j5«r-one  his  life  to  lede."  246 

Than)  the  kynge  sayde :  "  nay, 
Dus[e]per8,  whate  wifi  je  say 

Of  this  wonder  dede ?  249 
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THE  DOUZBPERES  SAY  THET  ARE  READY  TO  FIQHT  FOR  FlUNOE.   63 


ScbaH  nener  Sara^ene  of  heythyn)  ley 
Welde  France  by  nyghte  ne  daye ; 
Now  lesu  it  for-bede  1  ** 


252 


Charles  Mys»  God 
forbid  a  Saracen 
thould  hare 
France. 


Otnel  langhs  at 
their  threaUb 


(22) 
])en  )}ay  ansuerde  sone  in  bye  : 

"  Nay,  Btr,  we  wiH  OUre  bat^ls  guy,  The  doajeperee 

And  rape  vs  for  to  lyde  265 

Agayne  p*  Emperowr  sir  Garcy, 
tbuigh  y  myghte  of  mylde  marye 

Hym  scbatt  scbome  be-tyde."  258 

tbe  Sarajyn)  laughes  f uH  smotbirly : 
"  Wbat !  threte  je  now  sir  Garcy 

Witb  )our  boste  &  ymr  pryde  \  261 

tber  es  none  of  30W  so  bardy, 
And  30  bade  sene  bis  cbeuaby, 

Jour  bedis  pot  ye  nolde  byde."  264 


(23) 

)}*  Duke  Naymes  talkes  wordes  one  bigbte, 
says  :  "  str,  if  J)at  Y  Emp^owr  witi  figbte, 

We  scbaH  to  bym  fuH  euen)." 
\f  Sara^ene  ansuerde  wttA  mekiH  mygbte ; 
'*  He  batb  a  bondretb  tbousande  belmys  brigbte, 

&  pei'-to  bundretbes  Seuen). 
J)er  es  no  kyng  in  Cristyante 
Dare  wame  bym  buntynge  &  fiscbynge  fre, 

Ne  discrye  bywi  \er  witA  steuenX 
Bi-twix  two  watirs  fayre  &  fre 
He  batb  bigged  a  Cite  bigbt  attayle, 

es  none  sicbe  vnder  y  beuen). 


267 


270 


and  says  his 

matter  has  more 
than  100,000 
knights, 


273 


and  a  (3tj 
strong  abore  an 
276   others. 


(24) 

Cberlles,  wit^  tbi  longe  berde, 

)}at  Emperoiire  scbatt  make  y  fuH  ferde 

Wi't/i  bis  stronge  powere  ;  279 
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64  OTUBL   CHALLENGES   ROLAND  TO   SINGLE  COMBAT. 

For  he  bathe  men)  in  Bateti  lerede, 

pat  wele  kon)  feghte  with  floresched  swerde, 

&  hafe  lemans  fuH  clere.  282 

oinei  mocks  at      Lcto  Duko  Naymes  lenge  at  hame 
To  kepe  pareche  walles  fro  schame, 

pat  no  gledes  neghe  |)ain)  nere  ;  285 

Coo  ne  pye  that  there  come  none, 
For  cheuabye  es  fro  hyni  gone, 
ami  calls  him  au  A  nolde  nappere  als  he  were/'  288 

old  napi«r. 

(25) 
p*  Duke  Naymes  asschamede  was, 
J)'  hlode  stert  vp  in  his  face, 

A-greued  he  was  fiiH  sore.  291 

Roland  tiiroateus   pvLTi  Sir  Kowlandc  fuH  ratliely  vp  he  rase : 

biiu. 

"  Vnconnande  Sarajene,"  he  said,  "  in  J>is  place 

p^  wykkednes  es  3are.  294 

By  hyni  )>at  dyede  appon)  a  tree, 

pou  scholde  haue  a  vekiny  of  me, 

Ensurede  nyfe  fat  I  ware  !  297 

Bot  in  Bateite  if  eue?'  I  may  p*  see, 

Schatt  neuer  no  kyng  of  Cristyante 

Be  encomhirde  ^y^ih  the  mare."  300 

(26) 
[leaf  82,  back]     the  Sara^ene  ansueres  fuH  stoutly  : 
otuei  chaUengm     "  Be  Mahownn),  Rowlande,  I  ame  redy 

Rolaiid  to  single  •11 

combat  th«n  and  For  tO  fighto  With  the.  303 

In  to  jone  Medowe  I  rede  we  bye, 
And  luke  }>at  no  man)  bee  vs  by, 

Grete  gamen)  pan)  schaH  men)  son.  306 

Whethir  oo  werse  es  of  vs  twoo 
lett  hewe  bothe  his  sponrres  hym  froo. 

He  neuer  more  honowrede  bee."  309 

Rowlande  was  of  hert  fuH  throo 
Siche  dedys  to  vnder-too, 

His  hande  vp  holdes  hee.  312 


there. 
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(27) 
*'  Sir  Vernague  of  Barabas, 
Sertys  myn)  [erne]  I  wote  he  was, 

)pat  Rowlande  here  hath  slayne :  315 

I  chalange  his  detbe  now  in  pis  place, 
I  schaHe  y  lede  a  wikkede  pase, 

Bothe  with  myghte  &  mayne,'*  318 

Jj*  kynge  at  those  wordes  loughe 
&  said  :  "  str,  }ou  arte  doghty  ynoghe  :  ** 

Garte  cafie  a  chambirlayne,  321 

Oarte  delyaere  hyw  Innes  witAowtten)  woghe : 
"  To  Bertie  hym  lokes  pat  30  bene  toughe, 

Of  alle  pat  scholde  hym  gayne."  324 

(28) 
The  kynge  garte  caHle  air  Grauntere, 
Sir  Kaynere  and  sir  Oggere, 

bade  take  kepe  of  the  knyghte.  327 

One  p*  Mome  pay  lose  aHe  in  fers. 
The  abbott  of  Saynte  Thomers 

Songe  pam)  a  messe  fuH  righte.  330 

EUeuen)  coupes  fayre  to  fonde 
Was  Offrede  at  p*  Abbottes  honde, 

FuH  of  golde  so  brighte.  333 

Bowlande  OfErede  Droundale  his  biande, 
Boghte  it  agayne  with  golde  at  hande ; 

Alle  Honoured  pay  god  alle  myghte.     336 


to  ftTtnge  hit 
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Charles  orden 
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by  tbtee  VIreiMli 
Imighte. 


The  next  morning 
•  toinng. 


A 


Sayd: 


a  JFitt. 

(29) 
nd  Tnnethes  was  p*  Messe  aHe  done, 
When  pat  p*  Sara^ene  come  f  uH  sone. 

And  cryed  appon)  highte 
to  kyng  Cherlles  with  steryn  tone, 
send  owte  Bowlande  wtt^wtten)  hone 
I  calle  hym  recreyande  knyghte. 


339   end  dliectlj  aftei 
Otoel  calle  on 
Roland  to  meet 


342 
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The  other 
doajeperef 
help  Roland  to 
aitn. 


I  appelle  hym  for  tronthe  brokeiD, 
For  y  wordes  fat  were  spoketi) 

Jistrenen)  wttAin  y  nyghte.  345 

In  his  armes  ^t  he  be  lokeiD 
Mjn)  Ernes  dethe  I  wifi  hafe  wroken), 

be  was  a  kynge  of  mygbte.''  348 

(30) 
ELeaen)  dospers  stode  bym  by 
To  arme  sir  Eowlande  fiiH  bastyly, 

pat  prouede  was  in  Batayle.  351 

An  actone  tbay  threwe  appon^  bym  bye 
And  ane  bawberke  sekerly, 

jM  sekire  was  of  Mayle :  354 

Hose  of  bawberke  Gesseraunte, 
Brogbte  bym  ane  belme  of  bettant, 

&  lacede  bis  auentf^e,  357 

Icbe  a  knygbte  gane  ])am)  a-vaunte, 
For  to  s«rue  bym  to  bis  ayenaunte, 

pat  no  tbynge  scbolde  bym  fayle.         360 
<31) 
))ay  spende  bym)  witb  bis  gilte  speireSi 
And  dressede  bym  in  bis  armours, 

Alle  redy  to  tbe  felde :  363 

Brogbte  bym  a  scbelde  of  faire  ooloure : 
be  was  a  lof  ely  creatoure, 

Wbo  so  bym  ])an)  bi-belde.  366 

Girde  bym  witb  Dronwdale  to  J*  were : 
Appone  a  stede  be  leppes  there, 

pat  doghety  vnder  scbelde ;  369 

And  in  bis  bande  a  noble  spere, 
A  faire  coarse  he  rydes  there  ^ 

Hys  wapyns  for  to  welde,  372 

(32) 
Then)  sayde  Cherlles  y  kynge ; 
cimries  eHvm  him  "  Loke  rekreyande  you  hym  brynge 

))at  bathe  made  ])is  derraye  :  375 
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late  hym  noghte  skape  for  nonkynstliyiige." 
he  gaffe  hym  goddes  blyssjnge 

&  bade  bym  wende  bis  waye. 
J)ay  brogbte  fani  by-twene  two  watirs  brigbte — 
Sayne,  and  Meryii)  le  graimte,  ^ay  bighte, 

Ah  y  bukes  gan)  vs  saye — 
In  to  a  Medowe  Semely  to  sighte, 
there  als  these  doghety  men)  soldo  fighte 

Wtt^^wtten)  more  delaye. 

(33) 
)>\b  while  honede  the  Sara^ene  stiH 
And  called  to  y  kynge  w^'tA  voyce  futi  schrylle  : 

**  Ane  hawberke  aske  I  the ; 
Spere  and  schelde  garre  brynge  me  tlH, 
For  I  hafe  horssynge  at  my  wiH, 

None  siche  in  Cristyante," 
))*  kyng  ])an)  lokee  hym  be-syde 
And  saughe  his  doghet^r  mekitt  of  pryde, 

Belesent,  brighte  of  blee ; 
l>an)  he  comandide  hir  that  tyde : 
"  Qoo  take  hym  fayre  be  thi  syde 

Wele  armede  fat  he  bee." 

(34) 
And  scho  calles  Flores  of  ManndeHe, 
Mayden)  Eoselet  of  Bardie, 

&  bade  ^am)  wende  to  y  knyghte. 
And  haste  ^am)  ])at  wft^in  a  while. 
And  til  a  chambire  gan)  ^y  syle, 

And  gayly  gaii)  hym  dighte. 
to  arme  hym  wele  )>ay  were  f ott  endie, 
Oxxer  his  aktone  ane  hawberke  fdle 

Of  colours  }at  were  brighte, 
))at  anghte  gud  kynge  Bagneii, 
))at  was  bothe  f  erse  and  f  die 

&  in  felde  foH  (aire  conthe  fighte. 
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(35) 
n^y  Brm  him.      \)aj  arinede  hym  wele  wtt^-owtten)  fayle, 

Wit/i  golde  p&j  lacede  his  auentaile 

For  ])at  it  solde  be  trewe ;  411 

Broghte  hym  ane  helme  of  riche  entajlei 
Of  piecjouse  stanes  y  appayrayle, 

Pat  brighteste  was  of  hewe,  414 

His  helme  was  bothe  harde  and  holde, 
therone  was  sett  a  Sercle  of  golde 

pat  bett  was  wonder  newe.  417 

then)  sayde  thies  Damesels  fre  one  f olde, 
A  Meiyere  armede  knyghte  one  molde 

Neuer  jitt  Jay  ne  knewe.  420 

(36) 
paj  broghte  hym  a  Schelde  when)  he  was  bownn), 
thies  Maydens  two  ]>ay  broghte  hy fn  downn), 
H«M]iaforhii  He  cried  aftir  his  stede.  423 

'  '  He  rollede  his  eghne  vp  and  downn), 

And  sware  by  his  grete  Mahoun) 

his  Enemy  sore  myghte  drede.  426 

))an)  spake  those  two  Maydens  smale : 
TiMj  adTiM         *'  stV.  kepe  the  wele  &o  Drondale. 

OtMl  to  b«waTt 

of  Dorindfti*.  For  it  wifi  garre  the  blede.  429 

OMfnibMk]     Entyre  ^u  ones  in  to  jone  vale. 

Comes  ]Km  neu^r  aftyr  in  to  this  sale. 

And  sir  Eowlande  righte  may  lede."     432 

(37) 
He  toke  his  leue  &  forthe  he  gose^ 
OboA  rite  to  tb*  lepe  One  a  stede  highte  Mekredose, 

in  his  hande  a  spere.  435 

A  faire  course  he  rydes  close 
FoH  egerly  amonges  his  fose, 

&  dressede  hym  in  his  gere.  438 

wbioh  cbariM      Wben  b*  Safiuene  commen)  was, 

ordtn  to  bo 

the  kyng  garte  sone  a-voyde  f*  place, 

Of  Cristen)  ^xt  there  were.  441 
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to  y  casielle  he  wendes  a  pase 
And  appone  y  kimefis  gase^ 

to  wayte  appoD)  ])at  were.  444 

(38) 
the  k jnge  to  Kowlande  lowde  gan)  ciye : 
''  Feghte  one,  dere  Sone,  hardely. 

In  y  name  of  Marie  of  Henen)."  447 

the  Sarajene  saide :  *'  I  ame  redy." 
Appon)  sir  Eowlande  he  gan)  defy 

With  a  futt  hawtayne  etenen). 
thies  kene  knyghtis  to-gedir  gan  glide, 
the  Medowe  tremlyde  one  aythir  syde^ 

In  scheldea  ])ay  cowped  foH  enen). 
theyie  loynynge  was  so  haide  that  tyde 
that  theyie  tymhir  in  sondiie  gan)  lyde, 

In  mo  ]Mm)  sex  or  seuen>» 

(39) 
thorgh-owte  faire  scheldis  pBxd  ))ay  schaie 
And  aH  y  lethiis  pai  ^are  ware 

))ay  assembled  soryly.  459 

the  poyntes  appon)  y  hawberke  bare 
Bot  y  mayles  so  sekir  ware, 

l>*  spere  hedis  bi-gan)  to  plye.  462 

^Eowlande  owte  his  swerde  wanne 
And  hittes  hym  on  y  helme  thanne, 

}>ai  y  Nas^  floghe  foii  hye.  465 

thnigh  y  horse  schn[l]dirs  y  swerde  rane, 
)?at  was  a  styffe  stroke  of  a  man). 

His  noble  stede  gan)  dy.  468 

(40) 
the  Sara^ene  of  his  horse  tumblys  donid 
And  stert  Tp  f ers  als  any  lyoun), 

And  Cursu  his  swerde  he  drewe.  471 

'  Bawlande  MS. 
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otiMi  does  tii«      be  brasede  bis  Scbelde  &  made  bym  bowim)^ 

same  (o  BoUuid'i 

hoTM.  be  bitt  sir  Kowlande  one  p'*  crowim) 

})at  foie  Egimes  be  lougbe.  474 

tbe  Kaseii  of  bis  belme  of-glade 
Dowun)  bi-fore  by w  in  tbe  strade, 

bade  almoste  wrogbte  bjm  wogbe.         477 
tbnrgb  y  borse  scbuldirs  y  swerde  gah)  wade, 
bis  stede  eaen)  in  Sondere  be  bade, 

))•  stroke  was  stytbe  ynogbe.  480 

(41) 
Botriand  flok.      Eowlande  one  y  grownde  es  ligbte, 
Yppon)  bis  fete  be  sterte  vp  rigbte, 

His  swerde  in  bis  bande  be  belde.         483 
p^  Sars^ene  cryed  with  mekili  mygbte  : 
''  J^is  was  a  stytbe  stroke  of  a  knygbte, 

&  no  tbynge  of  a  cbilde !  **  486 

cbariM  In  alarm    Cbarlles  berde  tbose  wordes  wele, 
Roland*!  raooeM.    Appon)  bis  knees  downn)  gaii)  be  knele 

&  botbe  bis  bandes  Tp  belde :  489 

«  God,"  be  said,  "  pat  alle  scbatt  digbte  &  dele, 
bis  Modir  mylde,  and  Saynt  Micbael, 

Fro  scbame  je  Eowlande  scbelde  I "       492 

(42) 
Bowlande  raysede  yp  Drondale, 
Abowi])  bis  bede  be  gane  it  bale 

His  Enemy  for  to  dere.  495 

[iMf  84]        He  bade  almoste  wrogbte  bym  bale, 
partofototi'aVA  quartere  of  bis  belme  a-waye  gane  Tale, 
and  half  of  ong  And  balf en-dele  bis  one  Ere;  498 

*"*  vJjat  y  Sara3ene  by-gane  to  belde, 

V    &  vp  be  caste  bis  noble  scbelde, 
V  Iny  bokeHs  gane  be  scbere.  601 

2    So  tbikke  faire  dynttis  to-gedir  pelyde, 
Their annoor la/  tbaire  armours  bewenn)  laye  in  ]>*  felde, 

n/  Als  floures  pat  strewede  were.  504 
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(43) 
Belesent  sayde  fuH  ourtaysly  : 
**  Mi  lorde,  ]>ay  feghten)  fuH  gentUly, 

&  grete  trauayle  Jay  hafe.**  507 

Vp  to  god  he  caste  a  crye, 
And  to  his  Moder  Saynt  Marie  : 

''Fro  schame  ^e  Eowlande  Sane;  510 

And  connerte  vs  jone  gentiii:  knyghte 
pat  es  80  hardy  and  so  wighte. 

For  elles  it  were  giete  wathe.  513 

He  es  so  ferse  in  arrnes  to  fyghte 
And  a  man)  of  mekiil:  myghte ; 

FoH  doghety  are  )>ay  bathe."  51$ 

(44) 
Than)  Eowlande  sayde  fatt  cortaysly : 
''  Sara3eney  wiH  fon  cristenyde  be 

&  leue  appon)  oure  laye  t  519 

A  noble  gif  te  I  schaH  giffe  the, 
Belesent  ]}at  es  brighte  of  ble, 

In  ]>®  worlde  ne  es  siche  a  maye.  522 

And  thow  and  I  and  Olyu^, 
We  schall:  be  f elawes  aH  in  fere, 

&  tranelt  nyghte  Ss  daye :  525 

"We  schatt  ryde  bothe  ferre  &  nere, 
Wyii)  Citees  &  townnes  dere, 

Ss  gode  horses  at  aasaye.''  528 

(46) 
the  Sara^ene  ansners  foH  stoutly : 
"  thou  kan  to  littiti  of  clergy 

to  leryh)  me  siche  a  lare.  531 

the  wordes  fat  pcu  base  spoken)  in  by 
thou  schaH  Jam)  f i^  dere  a-by, 

Wtt^  sadde  dynttes  &  saie.  534 

I  swere  the  by  my  grete  Mahoun)^ 
I  schaU:  the  lere  a  newe  lessoun), 

Or  I  fro  the  fare,  537 
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"With  a  bofete  appoii)  thi  crouii) 
t>ai  ])ou  schaH  laye  y  wapen)  doim), 

rekrejande  als  poM  Tveie.** 

(46) 

))aD)  was  sir  Eowlande  gretij  gieuede 
And  in  his  bert  fatt  sore  amenede, 

At  y  Sarajene  lete  be  flye. 
He  bitt  bym  a-bowii)  appoo)  y  benede, 
J)at  to  y  scboldire  y  swerde  wefede, 

Jj*  fyre  flogbe  owte  fuH  bye : 
tbnigb  duble  bawberke  it  bym  scbare, 
to  y  girdilstede  it  made  bym  bare, 

j^eo)  bi-gane  be  for  to  plye. 
Drondale  fdie  so  sadde  and  sare 
pat  y  San^ene  bi-gane  to  stare, 

&  fallen)  be  was  fall:  nye. 

(47) 

i)*  Sarajene  )^an)  a  lepe  be  made, 

A  stroke  to  Eowlande  for  sotbe  be  glade 

&  bit  bym  on  f*  bede, 
pBi  almoste  top  on^  tayle  be  rade, 
And  nere  y  swerde  twynede  bade. 

His  life  per  bade  be  lef ede. 
And  otber  stroke  be  to  bym  bere, 
And  Doun)  by-fore  bym  it  stiypes  tbere, 

bis  scbelde  a  waye  it  reuede 
And  aHe  y  skirtys  of  Eowlandes  gere, 
OtueH  says  "  my  snerde  kan)  scbere.** 

&iaioy  ertbe  it  weuede. 

(48) 

Bowlande  claghte  Tp  his  noble  scbelde^ 
His  wapyns  brightly  for  to  welde 

&  helde  it  one  his  nefe. 
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))aiie  djnttis  so  thikke  gaii)  sameo)  helde 
paire  hainays  hewen  was  in  y  felde, 

FuH  littitt  was  ])ani  leuede, 
))aire  dynttis  feiie  so  sadde  &  sare, 
)>at  bothe  paxre  bodies  wexen)  bare, 

))aire  annours  2M.  to-dreues. 
J)ai&-fore  sir  Charlies  hade  mekiH  care^ 
appos)  his  knees  he  kneljs  thare, 

8s  bothe  his  handes  vp-heues, 

(49) 
And  als  y  kynge  thus  prayed  faste, 
A  dofe  come  fro  the  holy  gaste, 

&  one  y  Sars^ene  lights : 
And  ^an)  was  he  fuH  sore  agaste. 
And  vn-to  sir  Rowlande  saide  he  in  haste : 

**  Sesse,  sir,  of  thi  fighttes, 
For  I  ame  broghte  in  siche  a  witt, 
pat  I  joure  lawes  wifi  fulfiH, 

And  be-come  a  Cristyn)  knyghte." 
))aii)  doon)  f&j  layde  ^aire  wapyns  stiH, 
And  aythere  wente  othire  vntii!', 

A  Sanghtillynge  was  fer  dighte. 

(50) 
))an)  wolde  y  kynge  no  lengere  dadie 
Bot  hyed  hym  dowun)  of  the  castle, 

&  grete  lordes  hym  by ; 
He  askede  sir  Bowlande  how  it  bi-feHe, 
and  he  ansnerde  witJi  wordes  sneHe : 

"  Mi  lorde,  fuH  gentiUy 
I  hafe  foghten)  with  y  beste  knyghte, 
In  afie  this  werlde  es  none  so  wighte, 

)>at  euer  jitt  proaede  I. 
And  he  base  golden)  hym  to  the  righte, 
Belesent  I  hafe  hym  highte, 

Gare  cristen)  hym  in  hy." 
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Tbaflght 


573 


and  ChariM  again 
prajf  fi>r  Roland. 
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WMlahaia 
prajing.  a  dor* 
I  on  Otutl'i 


679 


682 


686    HtCOOMOtSlO 
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691 


694 


CharieaeomM 
and  asks  why 
th«j  hava  left  off 
flgbUng. 
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(61) 
Yn-to  y  gronnde  )>aii)  knelide  y  kynge, 
He  loued  god  of  idie  this  thynge. 

And  his  Modir  fre.  603 

ThtjaB  rttarato  two  gude  stedis  Jwty  garte  forfche  biynge, 
&  one  fBj  lepe  wtt^wte  lettynge 

&  went  home  to  p*  Cite.  606 

and  otiMi  it         BiBchope  Tarpyn)  was  Bedy 
TnrphL  With  bukos  &  with  Stoles  in  hy, 

A  fownte  sone  halowes  he  609 

To  cristen)  hym  ])at  was  doghety ; 
Many  grete  loide  stode  thaym  by 

With  myche  Solempnyte.  61 2 

(62) 
And  when)  y  Sarajene  oristeii)ned  was, 
chutot  giTM       ]}*  kynge  tuke  his  doghetir  f aiie  of  face 
towu^  &  gyffes  hii  to  )^  noble  knyghte ;        615 

))•  louelyeste  in  with  lace, 
And  swetteste  in  armes  for  to  enbiace, 
P  1ES.WM]  In  y  worlde  nas^  siche  a  wighte.  618 

Als  lely  like  was  hir  coloure, 
Hii  rode  rede  als  rose  floure, 

In  lere  fat  rynnes  righte.  621 

p*  kyng  toke  Jat  brighte  in  boure 
Wit^  menske  &  with  myche  honoure, 

&  gafife  hym  fat  birde  so  brighte.  624 

(53) 
He  said  :  "  haf e  here  tny  doghetir  fre, 
And  Eowlande  felawe  schaH  fon  bee, 

And  gentifi  air  Oljuer  :  627, 

Ctotf  86]        Pownnce  and  plesaunce  I  schaH  gife  the. 
With  two  fuH  noble  Cites, 

Wtt/t  towrres  heghe  &  dere.  630. 

uid  makes  iiini      I  make  the  lorde  of  lumbardye, 

lord  of  Lombardr. 

To  hafe  it  ^e  to  thi  Bayllyee, 
p  MS.  eontreui]  Jjat  contrey*  ferre  &  nere.  633 
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76 


For  tlii  noble  cheoallrye 
Welcome  to  this  companye, 

DueHe  &  be  a  pere.**  636 

(54) 
the  Sara^ene  kneljde  appoii)  bis  knee, 
And  tbankkes  the  kynge  fafi  gentilly 

Of  tbies  giftes  so  gude.  639 

He  sayde  :  "  DameseH,  arte  Jm)u  payed  of  met  ** 
And  scbe  sayde  :  ''  jee,  als  mot  I  tbee  ! " 

FuH  ftely  was  }at  fade.  642 

tban)  be  said :  *'  I  make  a-vowe  to  mylde  Marie, 
tbat  I  bafe  now  cbosen)  to  my  lady, 

p&t  es  so  mylde  of  mode,  645 

tbat  I  scbaH  wende  to  attale. 
And  for  tbi  lufe  do  cbeoalrye 

And  distruye  y  beytbyn)  blode.  648 

(65) 
StV  kyng,  I  giff  a-gayne  to  tbe 
tbis  mayden)  fat  es  faire  &  he, 

&  in  cletbynge  comly  dede.  651 

And  lokes  alle  )mt  we  redy  be 
In  to  tbe  landes  of  Inmbardye, 

Eigbte  als  we  firste  ledde. 
For  to  distoruye  tbere  goddes  Enemy 
))at  batbe  to  jowe  tber  grete  envy. 

With  folkes  on  fote  wele  fedde. 
Wben)  I  bafe  tane  Myn)  £me  garcy 
And  tbe  Cite  of  Attaly 

pis  Mayden)  scbaH  I  wedde.*' 
(56) 

Tbe  [kyng]  said  ])an)  to  bis  dnspers : 
"  Kow  bafe  [je]  berde  y  Messangeres, 
^our  consdi  wbat  es  beste  t 
Sir  Grarcy  wrt^  bis  stronge  poweie 
Distruyes  my  landes  botb  ferre  &  nere, 

Mi  Cites  biekes  &  bristes :  666 


Otoelthmiiki 
Charlw, 


ihe 

wiHdettrojall 


■nd  that  when 
he  hM  taken  tb« 
Saltan  and  hie 
dty  he  will  many 
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657 


660 


Charles  aaks  hia 
^^«   barons  If  they  are 
000  wining  to  light 

the  Saracens. 
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ThcjaUagTM. 


Charlw  d«ler- 
minM  to  wtit  tm 
•Priug, 


•ndmMnwhito 
ooUeofc  an  anoy. 


With  him  «N 
Roland  and 
OUrer,  OraiiDtir« 

Ogter,  B«7nar, 

Vayvm, 

DeafSSkbadE] 
Otoal,  and  othan. 


In  tba  ipring  (ha 
FraiMhamqr 
•  to 


He  confoundes  so  mjche  of  Cristeii)  blode 
pai  I  for  Sorowe  goo  nere  wode. 

And  I  may  hafe  no  liste."  669 

And  ^y  )»i])  ansueide  -with  steryn)  mode : 
"  to  fende  of^  lorde,  vs  thynke  it  gude, 

to  batayle  are  we  priate."  672 

(57) 
Jj*  kynge  saide :  "  we  wiH  liabyde 
tiH  it  be  nene  y  Somer  tyde, 

}f  colde  of  Marche  be  gone.  675 

We  schafie  sende  leitrea  on  ilke  a  syde. 
In  dyuerse  countres  brode  &  wyde, 

to  giete  lordes  ichone.  678 

Sqwyeis  doghety  yndir  scbelde, 
that  wele  kao)  fahe  wapyns  welde, 

by-bynde  vs  leue  we  none :  681 

And  aHe  ^at  are  wttA-in  elde 
loke  f&i  )>ay  to  batayle  helde, 

Goddes  Enemys  for  to  slone."  68i 

(68) 
)>xiB  y  kynge  duellys  there 
tifi  fe  tyme  commen)  were, 

t>*  daye  neghede  neghe.  68T 

With  hym  Eowlande  &  Olyuere, 
And  y  gentOi  Grauntere, 

In  Batayle  fat  was  so  sl^he ;  690 

str  Oggere  and  sir  Eaynere, 
Duke  Naymes  was  J^aire  fere, 

&  Gktyryn)  of  Iqrniedyii)  h^he :  69S 

str  Estut  and  stV  Inglere, 
sir  Otudtt  the  werryonre, 

his  dynttys  were  full  dreghe.  69G 

(69) 
Appon)  a  Momynge  ^ay  lokede  owte^ 
And  saoghe  there  powere  stythe  &  stowtte 

oomynge  ferre  &  nere.  699 
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J)ay  rode  in  many  a  ryalte  rowte, 

£j  tbowsande  tale  wtU-owtteh)  dowtte 

Ynder  fe  Mount  Marteies. 
])*  Almaynes  &  y  Tuskaynes, 
j>*  Flemynges  fuH  fele  for  y  nanes, 

WttA^^Banereres; 
j>*  Normandes  gude  of  blode  &  bone 
J)*  prouynce  wortnily  in  witb  wone 

tbere  semlyde  faire  poweie. 

(60) 
j)eie  semled  owte  of  lumbaidye 
a  foH  noble  cbeoalrye 

And  Sekir  at  ilke  a  nede ; 
])*  Grayscoynes  comeh)  sone  in  hy, 
And  y  Buigoynes  faste  ^am)  by, 

Jjat  wortbily  were  in  wede ; 
}f  Bretons  come  witb-owtten)  faile, 
tbeie  Semblede  a  f  oH  faire  Batayle, 

One  many  a  stalwortbe  stede ; 
'With  belmys  one  bedis  fat  walde  a-vayle, 
FoH  ricbe  was  ^aire  appayraifie, 

'         &  wortbily  was  ^aire  wede. 

(61) 
One  y  fortbirmaste  daye  of  aueriHe 
])*  kyng  assemblede  appon)  ane  blHe 

AHe  bis  mery  men^e. 
ToH  faiie  be  Offires  Saynt  Denys  tiH, 
&  appon)  bis  knees  be  knelys  stiH 

to  god  &  oure  lady. 
Sayde  to  Olyuere  gud  at  ilke  a  nede : 
**  My  sone,  p<m  sebaH  y  Tawarde  lede 

For  Jou  arte  swytbe  dogbety.** 
}f  Oste  lemowede  &  f  ortbe  )>ay  jede, 
))ay  stirrede  on  many  a  stalwortbe  stede 

to  ^aire  lotimaye  ^y  bye. 
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flnomOttrmanj 
andTttMsay, 
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fttMB  If omuuk^f 
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Iicnibw^J* 
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Oaaeooj, 
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snd  Britteny. 
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(62) 
BdMutridM       Olyneie  his  stede  hathe  hent, 

With  hym  jode  Majden)  Belesent, 

)>at  lady  of  giete  renoun) ;  735 

One  a  Muyle  )>en)  rode  fai  gentill  [mayd,] 
And  in  hir  company  ther  wer[e  arayd] 

[A]  thoofiande  bolde  Baroufis.  758 

))ay  passed  forthe  ^an)  ^retayne  by 
thoigh  y  landes  of  the  Mandely, 

By  many  a  lyalle  toon) :  741 

Tbtjtak«thip  ■(  ))ay  Schipped  oner  at  Yertely 
■ndon  uieir         In  to  ))e  landes  of  lumbardy, 
LombMdj  ))ay  passede  bothe  dales  &  downn).        744 

(63) 
Vnder  a  Mountayne  )rey  herberde  fan) 
Besyde  a  len^  ])at  highte  Soltane, 

&  in  a  Medowe  fay  lighte.  747 

Jjer  was  many  a  "worthy  man), 
RyaHe  howssynges  fay  by-gan) 

Of  pauylyouns  proudly  pighte.  750 

So  f or-trauellede  were  fay  sare 
iwk  for  eight        J^at  aughte  dayes  fay  duelled  thare, 
of^^Bottui.  l)aire  hamays  for  to  righte.  753 

there-fore  kyng  oherlles  wolde  noghte  spare, 
A  noble  brigge  he  garte  make  thare 

Ouer  f  *  watir  of  Eoltane  dighte.  756 

(64) 
IT  A  wonder  poynte  now  schatil:  30  here, 
To  f *  mete  fay  wente  aHe  in  fere, 

iche  lorde  in  f  aire  lyuere.  759 

[Utf  M]        Bot  Duke  Bowlande  &  Olyuere 
uid*ogier     '     And  f  *  Daynnes  [Sir]  Oggere 

ta«mrii«r  Stode  annede  vndir  a  tree ;  762 

•dTMtarw.         ^^  ^^^  ^^  brigge  fan)  gan)  fay  ryde 
FuH  preualy  that  ilke  a  tyde, 

pat  no  mo  wiste  bot  they  three.  765 
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79 


Awnteis  thoghie  )my  for  to  byde, 
ptLj  stale  awaje  by  a  wodde  syde, 
Eighte  towarde  Attale, 


768 


(65) 

And  a  Mile  wit/i-owtteo)  Attala 
there  houede  fonre  kynges  fre 

With  sperifl  in  thaire  hande.  771 

And  ichone  aware  in  theire  degree 
J^at  Jyay  wolde  reghte  gladly  see 

Olyuer  and  Eowlande.  774 

))ay  sware  aHe  by  ])aire  grete  Mahownn), 
"  We  wolde  fat  fay  were  nowe  here  bownn), 

to  loke  how  fay  conthe  stande,  777 

And  so  we  scholde  for-Iuste  f  am)  doun) 
))at  fay  solde  nener  see  CharllyouD)^ 

)>•  chefe  of  Cristeri)  lande."  780 


AmllefttMB 
AiUletbeyhMtf 
fonrSaraoea 
IdngB  boMtiiig. 


(66) 

Now,  lordynges,  for  to  rede  jow  righte 

thies  kynges  names  what  fay  highte.  Their  dums  ir«n 

>•  sothe  I  wiH  jow  teH.  783 

kynge  Balsame,  a  mane  of  myghte, 
kynge  CorsabeH,  a-nof  ^  knyghte, 

))at  bothe  was  ferse  &  f efie ;  786 

kyng  Asknardyne  fat  terannt, 
Of  wikkednes  he  myghte  hym  auannte. 

Was  lyke  a  f ende  of  heHe ;  789 

the  ferthe  was  faire  and  aaenante 
Wtt^  a  fuH  Manly  Semblande, 

Men)  callede  hym  kyng  Claiy^  792  uidGiuTaQ. 


ComlMll, 


Askaar^yxMb 


(67) 

kynge  Clariefi  sayde :  '*  als  mot  I  the, 

Eowlande  es  holden)  fafi  doghety, 

>  Es  none  siche  vndir  Sofie.  795 


CUiyell  wishai 
h«  could  nMtl 
BoUnd, 
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THREB  OF  THB  SARACENS  ARE  KILLED. 


when  the  VrMMh 
knighuoomeiii 
tight. 


Be  Mahonn)  I  wolde  be  were  here  me  by, 
I  Bcbolde  assaje  bis  Body, 

My  dynttis  scbolde  be  con)  I " 
tbies  knygbttes  beide  bow  ]>ay  tberett  were, 
Witb  spores  Jyay  brocbede  )>aire  stedis  tbere, 

oute  of  f •  wodde  fay  rynii). 
tban  sayd  kynge  ClarieH  breme  als  bare  : 
**  We  bafe  f am)  ))at  we  spake  faire. 

Be  Maboim)  aHe  es  wonii). 

(68) 
He  ude  the  three  Bot  wendes  ROW  fortbe,  ae  kynges  tbree. 

others  eech  '  y        *    o 

engage  one  of  the  And  sleos  ^ORO  knygbtis  of  CristyaRtee, 
"*'*'**'  &  I  scbidi  boue  bere  stytt. 

AHe  als  je  doRe  I  scbaH  see, 
tbere  es  ro  macbo  vR-to  mee, 

ARd  ^t  Rie  lykes  iHe.** 
kyRg  askuardyR)  Ir  bis  gere 
Kydes  owte  a  course  of  were, 

FuH  werly  aRd  mih  iH  wiH. 
ARd  BowlaRde  tbuigb  bis  scboldir  gao)  scbere, 
his  armot^rs  Re  vaylede  Rogbte  a  pere, 

bis  bert  blode  be  gaR)  ])di'  spitt. 


798 


801 


804 


Aekaerdjne  le 


TheTNndi 

knlghteeeeh 

kiUoneoftbe 


807 


810 


813 


816 


(69) 
kyRg  CorsabolyR)  iR  armes  fM  clere 
Eydis  owte  to  Bir  Oggere 

aRd  bittes  bym  iR  y  scbelde. 
the  CristeR)  kRygbte  Regbede  bym  so  Rere 
tborgb  double  bawberke  be  bym  bere, 

Of  borse  be  garte  bym  belde. 
kyRg  Balsamy  rode  titt  sir  Olyuerei 
ibies  tbre  kyuges  dyede  iR  fere, 

&  lyeR)  groRaRde  in  y  felde. 
))aire  tbretyRge  bogbte  ])ay  tbere  fuH  dere, 
tbaire  saules  weRt  atte  to  luoyferei 

)3at  hadQ  fauH  Me  to  welde^ 


819 


825 


828 
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(70) 
then)  was  kyng  Clariefi  f uH  Sory 
And  flynges  owte  f ufl  fersely, 

With  hert  Egire  &  throo.  831 

He  Smyttis  Eowlande  ]jat  was  doghety, 
P&t  his  noble  stede  gan)  dy, 

His  bakke  braste  euen)  in  two.  834 

And  vp  he  keste  ane  heghe  cry, 
"  this  was  a  poynte  of  cheualry," 

And  busked  hym)  for  to  goo.  837 

Oggere  danynes  gan)  af tir  hym  hye, 
And  stroke  y  kynge  his  sadiH  bye, 

His  stede  he  tuke  hym  fro.  840 

(71) 
Olynere  anone  hath  hent  y  stede 
And  righte  to  Eowlande  he  gan)  hym  lede, 

&  sayde  :  "  hafe  this  for  thyne."  843 

And  he  stert  yp  bettir  spede 
And  drissede  hy?»  in  his  worthy  wede, 

]?at  lofesome  vnder  lyne,  846 

kyng  Clarieti  drawes  Melle 
And  £Eighte  agaynes  ))am)  all  thre, 

His  Swerde  was  gude  &  fyne.  849 

he  said  :  ''  gud  lordes,  slees  noghte  me, 
A  noble  cheke  here  wonn)  hafe  jee. 

My  lyfe  wolde  I  noghte  tyne." 

(72) 
And  when)  his  vesage  was  aEe  bare 
A  fayrere  knyghte  sawe  ))ay  neuer  are, 

&  Sett  hym  one  a  stede. 
J)ay  wende  awaye  with  hym  to  fare, 
A  thousande  San^enes  come  one  ))am)  thare, 

there  bale  by-gan)  to  brede. 
than  saide  Rolando  to  Olyuere  : 
"  3ondere  I  see  full  brighte  Banere 

And  worthily  vndir  wede,  861 

OHARL.  BOM.  U.  Q 
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chArgosRoUnd 
and  kills  hit 


bat  0gi«r  knocks 
him  off  his. 
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takes. 


ClarieU  bogs  for 
mmrcy. 


852 


They  bind  Mm 
and  set  him  on  a 
855   hone, 
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Saracens  come 
858   against  tliem. 
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];aii])  semes  bothe  feHe  and  ferse, 
I  wolde  no  worde  come  to  oure  peres 

fat  we  fledde  ^am)  for  drede."  8G4 

(73) 
By  ogier't  Oggor  Davnes  was  moste  wysse, 

Oarwigo.  Sayd  :  '^  Sen)  we  hafe  gettyn)  ))is  kyng  of  pnce, 

I  rede  we  late  Jwun)^  goo.  667 

For  bi  god  and  Saynt  Denys 
We  may  noghte  skape  in  nonekyns  wyse, 

ne  hym  wiS  we  noghte  slo."  870 

cbridithniki      ^on)  said  kyng  ClarieH  ^ere  he  stode : 
**  this  was  a  worde  of  gentitt  blode 

to  speke  thus  for  thi  foo."  873 

he  tuke  his  leue  and  forthe  he  ^ode, 
thankede  ))am)  with  mylde  mode, 

And  Agaynes  A  thousande  was  no  moo.  876 

(74) 
ThqrpreiMnto    Eowlande  and  Olynere 

deftndtbem- 

MHwrn.  Dressede  )>am)  in  armes  clere 

AHe  redy  to  y  fyghte :  879 

And  y  Daynes  Oggere 
Cryed  "  Mount  loy,"  att  in  fere, 

Bothe  wit^  Mayne  &  myghte.  882 

For  y  Sara^enes  fay  haden)  dowte, 
To  lesxiB  criste  fay  crye  &  lowte, 

pat  moste  es  man)  of  myghte.  885 

thies  Paynyms  put  fam)  owte 
that  were  haldon)  futt  steryh)  &  stoute, 

&  ynder  )>aire  horses  fay  lighte.  888 

(75) 
Tiie  SftrmoMM        those  thre  to  the  thousande  gah)  ryde 

art  puiicetridctiif 

And  hewed  one  faste  one  iche  a  syde, 

&  brittenede  blode  &  bone.  891 

*  ?hym. 
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83 


))ay  made  ))aire  wayes  wondeie  wyde, 
ther  durste  do  Sara^ene  ))air  dynttis  byde, 

to  gronde  ))ay  garte  ]Mum)  gone.  894 

then  comes  girdi^ide  sir  carpe, 
the  kynges  sone  of  aubxe. 

Was  balden  a  noble  man).  897 

Yp-one  bighte  he  castis  a  krye : 
'*  What  schsdi  [we]  saye  to  air  Garcyel 

thre  schendis  vs  eueiichone."  900 

(76) 
Bir  Carpy  come  giidande  suythe. 
To  Oggere  Daynes  gan)  he  dryfe, 

pat  he  swounede  als  he  were  wede.       903 
si'r  Eowlande  gan)  doghety  dedis  kythe, 
Wit/i  Drondale  he  gan)  hyw  ryfe 

Reghte  to  )>•  girdifl  stede.  906 

Ogger  daynes  wakkened  than), 
Palled  owte  a  swerde  bighte  curtane. 

Was  gude  at  ilke  a  nede.  909 

thaii)  to  fighte  Oggere  by-gafie^ 
to  hewe  doun)  many  ane  heythyn)  man), 

grete  tranayle  f^  Jay  hade.  912 

(77) 
And  |>*  gentiH  Erie  Bir  Olyuere 
hewes  one  with  haonkclerey 

Mighte  none  his  dynttis  wit^-stande.     915 
he  dannge  ))am)  doun)  bothe  f erre  &  aere, 
It  ¥ras  a  wondeor  thynge  to  here, 

thies  thre  men)  wroghte  with  hande.      918 
))aii)  comes  a  Sarajene  sone  in  hye, 
his  name  was  kyng  alphamanye, 

Was  fayre  &  wele  farande ;  921 

he  smyttes  Olyuere  pat  was  doghety 

pat  toppe  ouar  tayle  he  garte  hym  lye 

Appon)  a  ley  lande.  924 

o  2 


botarenOltedl^ 
SirOwp*. 


Otrpettant 
OirierwiUift 


but  ht  toon 
reooven  hlms«lf. 


The  Frendi 
knights  make 
gTMfe  havoc 
amongst  the 


Aliduonany 
knocks  (Mirer 
head  OTor  heels, 
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(78) 
Bot  j^aii)  was  sir  Bowlande  neuer  so  woo, 
FuH  swythe  )>at  Saia3ene  gaii)  he  sloo, 

pat  to  p^  grounde  he  ^ede.  927 

but  he  It  toon       Olyueie  rose  yiiih  herte  full  ihroo, 
Be-lyfe  his  stede  gan)  he  too, 

And  sterte  vp  in  his  nede.  930 

he  sayd  :  "  Eowlande,  drede  y  noghte, 
Kow  I  am  one  horse  broghte, 

I  fayle  the  at  no  nede."  933 

With  hankclere  many  wondirs  he  wroghte, 
Fele  San^enes  to  p^  grounde  he  broghte, 

&  ferde  als  he  wolde  wede.  936 

(79) 

ogiw  i8  oTw-       this  while  was  Ogger  daynes  one  fete, 
powerod, 

the  Sara3enes  pat  he  myghte  with  mete. 

He  wroghte  j^aire  bodyes  wo :  939 

he  gafife  J^am)  woundes  wyde  &  wete, 
FuH  Many  one  there  lefte  the  swete, 

J)*  boke  vs  telles  Soo.  942 

tiH  ahnoste  Scomfet  was  he, 
bat  i8  Mved  by      ban  comes  kyng  ClarieH  wit^  hert  fre, 

Als  faste  als  he  myghte  go,  945 

&  bade  y  Sarajenes  )>ay  scholde  late  be ; 
"  Oggere,  jelde  thi  suerde  to  me," 

be-lyue  he  sayde  hym  J)00.  948 

(80) 
A  Sar^ene  come  wtt^  steryn)  ble, 
who  giTM  him      Sayd :  "  bis  Cristen)  doge  saH  not  saued  be, 

in  cbarf^  of 

■even  knighte.  bot  sle  we  hym  reghte  here."  951 

"  Jee,"  sais  kyng  ClarieH,  "  as  auenche  the, 
he  schaH  be  sauede  nowe,  pardee." 
P  MS.  he.]  his^  heued  of  sone  he  schere.  954 

he  called  seuen)  paynyms  of  mekitt  myghte, 
said :  "  gose,  ledis  hym  to  my  lemmaii)  brighte. 

Of  colours  ))at  es  clere ;  957 
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loke  Ills  wondes  ben)  wele  diglite, 
And  kepe  me  wele  this  ciisten)  knyglite. 

For  this  es  gentifl  of  chere."  960 

(81) 

the  Sarajenes  toke  hym  j^at  was  hende, 
And  to  ]7at  lady  gan)  )>ay  wende, 

Of  colonies  ^at  was  brighte ;  963 

tolde  hii  the  tale  vn-to  the  ende, 
sayd  :  '*  Ma  dame,  this  Dnke  Claryefi  30W  sende, 

to  hele  hym  at  jowr  myghte."  966 

"What !  *•  sayde  pat  lady  white  als  fame, 
'*  Es  this  kynge  Charlies  pat  here  es  tane, 

His  men)  to  dethe  atte  dighte  !  '*  969 

"  Nay,  by  grete  Mahoun),"  Jay  sware,  "  ma  dame, 
thre  knyghtes  of  his  hath  a  thousande  slane, 

pat  we  helde  hardy  &  wighte.  972 

(82) 

And  kyng  Clariefi  vnder  schelde 
hym  selfe  was  taken  in  y  felde, 

thre  kynges  by  hym  slayne.  975 

ther  was  no|)«*  bute  nere  belde, 
Ne  Mahonn)  )>at  a&e  schali  welde. 

For  hym  pay  moghte  nott  gone ;  978 

And  there  was  none  bot  glotonns  thre. 
And  one  of  ]jam)  here  may  thou  see, 

pat  kyng  ClarieH  hathe  tane."  981 

"  What,  deuyti,"  scho  sayd,  "  how  may  this  bel 
Who  dorste  neghe  my  leman)  free, 

eebesteof  blode&bonel"  984 


PMfSr.bMk] 
ChurieU  sends 
Ogier  to  hU  ladj 
tobecftrsdfor. 


She  thinks  he  la 
Charles. 


They  tell  her  who 
he  Is,  and  how  the 
three  French 
kntffhU  had 
slaoghtered  tbt 
Saracens. 


(83) 

Scho  said :  "comforthe  the,  stV,  be  n< 
SchaH  none  of  my  men)  the  brayste : 
What  es  y  name  of  thef 


O^te  abayste,  Sbtenqaliw 


987 
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**  Ma  dame,"  he  sayde,  "  Oggere  Daimajs." 
than  sayde  y  hdj  pai  was  cnrtigrse ; 

**  I  haoe  herde  speks  of  thee."  990 

him  to  Be-lyf e  scho  garte  vn- Anne  hjm  ihere, 
And  to  hym  commes  ])at  lady  clere 

&  grebes  broghte  }ai  fr%  993 

to      ])at  godd  sett  in  his  aweni^  herbere ; 
Als  sons  als  ener  }B,y  dronken)  w«re 

He  was  lyghte  als  kfe  one  tree.  996 

(84) 
thus  Oggere  Daynas  duelled  there 
&  heled  es  of  his  hurtes  Sare, 

In  y  ladise  presoun).  999 

And  of  his  felawes  speke  we  mare, 
how  |>at  ]7ay  fuH  harde  handilde  ware, 

thiee  two  knyghtes  of  renous).  1002 

Mauiwhito  Ten  thousande  Sanuenes  come  girdande, 

10,000  SWMMM  ,  a     ,  , 

))at  hardy  were  of  hert  &  hande, 

With  Hehne  &  Haberioun).  1005 

Bot  ))an)  myghte  pay  no  lengere  stands, 
Olyuer  and  gud  Rowlands, 

to  flye  nowe  are  Jay  boun).  1008 


Hi40UT«r. 


(86) 
otiid  diMOT«n     OtueH  bat  was  so  wighte 

Um  ftbMDoe  of 

tbfl  three  knighto.  Duelles  vrith  Belesent  y  biighte, 

Was  comely  one  to  caHe ;  101 1 

Oute  of  hir  cliambire  he  wendis  righte 
Als  faste  als  euer  Jat  he  myghte 

In  toy  kynges  haulle,  1014 

He  enqoins  for     to  seche  Olyuer  and  Bowlande ; 
tut  in  Tain.         Bot  neuer  nojer  he  ther  fande 

Amonge  y  lordes  aHe.  1017 

there-fore  kynge  Charlies  his  handes  wrange 
And  ener,  ^*  alias ! "  was  his  sange, 

«  What  may  of  this  by-f^e ! "  1020 
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(86) 
Ottu^  sayde  :  "  where  it  be  Soo,  otwi  ragRMte 

"  that  tb«y  have 

Oggere  Daynes  and  the  twoo  goti«  to  Atuie. 

Are  went  to  Attalee )  1023 

Kow  bnske  we  aftir  thaym  to  goo. 
Or  eHs  y  Sara3ene8  wiM  )>am  sloo. 

For  sothe  ))ay  mon)  aHe  dy."  1026 

bay  basked  bam)  in  armes  fait  clero,  He  ukm  700 

Seuen)  hundrethe  bolde  Bachelerea  to  go  in  Mvch  or 

tbem. 
With  hym  to  wende  in  hy.  1029 

Beleeent  sayde  to  sir  Grauntere  t  Pmt  ssj 

"  Gude  Btr,  ryde  my  lemmane  nei'e, 

the  knyghte  es  foU  thethey.*'  1032 

(87) 
thies  seuen)  hundrethe  knyghtis 
Duellede  with  Belesante  y  brightes, 

At  hir  awenn)  Fyndynge.  1035 

sir  OtueH  fat  was  so  wighte 
Strykes  Florence  his  stede  brighte, 

By-fore  )>am)  forthe  gan)  he  flynge.      1038 
he  metys  Bowlande  and  Olyuere  RSui?**d 

Faste  rydande  by  a  reuere,  2"^*' "^j** 

from  the  Soracont. 

And  fresche  folke  aftir  )>am)  dynge.,     1041 
he  hailsede  ]>am)  wtt^  steryh)  chere. 
And  sayde  :  *^  Sirres,  whate  make  ^e  here, 

come  je  fix)  Fischeynge  1 "  1044 

(88) 
he  leproued  bam)  there  fiiH  velanslye,  mi  npnrm 

^  '  ^    '  themforthelr 

And  3it  theire  bodies  were  aiSle  blodye  mhuMs. 

With  woundes  Many  one.  1047 

"  Wene  je  for  joure  cheualrye, 
For  joure  boste  and  30ure  folye, 

Jjat  y  Sara^enes  wiH  late  jow  one!     1050 
Charlies  with  his  stronge  powere 
SchaH  thynke  this  a  grete  gramaungere, 

this  dede  to  vnder-tono.  1053 
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Bot  this  chase  schati  poy  by  f  uH  dere  : " 
HedayaCtoatew,  he  smote  to  a  knyghte  highte  sir  Glantere, 

ft  Sataccii* 

&  be-lyfe  he  hathe  hym  slone.  10^6 


S' 


(89) 

I  yr  Otudi  there  righte  in  )>at  gere 
FoH  faste  he  dange  ))aiD)  doim)  there, 

&  garte  j^am)  go  top  grounde.  1059 

Sir  ingiere  uiia     ^^\J  And  Ms  f elawe  sir  ynglere 

wreral  Sanoenf. 

In  a  Sar^ene  broke  a  spere, 

WiUin  a  littilt  stounde :  1062 

And  in  his  hande  lefte  a  littiH  troncheoon) 
per-'with  fuH  faste  he  dange  )>am)  donii), 

ruH  Many  Ane  heythyn)  hounde.        1065 
he  crakkede  fali  many  a  caref uH  croun), 
&  criede,  "  Mount  loye,"  with  heghe  Sowuh), 

Fele  folke  ))ay  there  confounde.  1068 

(90) 
Sir  Oaiiaa,  then)  como  a  kynghtd  pai  highte  sir  Galias, 

a  saraeen,  A  noble  Sara^ono,  men)  saide  he  was, 

&  in  his  hande  a  spere  ;  1071 

For  y  lufe  of  his  leman)  fayre  of  face 
A  glofe  to  his  pensatie  he  base. 

In  Sygnance  of  his  were.  1074 

nnhoraea  ingier».  He  rydes  to  siV  Ingiere, 

And  thurghe  y  schelde  he  gaii)  hym  schere, 

And  vnhorssede  hym  there:  1077 

thurghe  double  hawberke  he  hym  here, 
Bot,  als  goddes  wiH  it  were, 

his  Flesche  hade  nonekyns  dere.  1080 


(91) 

e  a  s£ 
e  hig] 
sir  Ingiere  for  to  sloo,  1083 


The  SAracena       Appon)  hym  also  releuede  a  sarajene  wighte, 

preM  on  hiin, 

))at  hardy  was  and  ancole  highte. 
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Bot  Sir  ysope  come  with  mekiH  myghte. 
And  sir  Estuf  a  noble  knyghte, 

And  sir  Dauide  also.  1086 

&ir  Estut*  de  ronoun). 
Sir  Grauntere  de  lyoun), 

One  bakke  )>ay  garte  ^am)  goo,  1089 

And  brogbte  hym  vpe  fat  are  was  douii), 
&  horsede  bym  on  a  stede  browun), 

WtU  bert  Egere  &  tbroo.  1092 

(92) 
pan)  come  rydande  sir  Galyadose, 
Off  Sarajenes  aHe  be  bare  y  lose. 

Was  balden)  a  noble  knygbte :  1095 

Faste  be  felled  downn)  of  bis  fose^ 
SzV  Inglere  rigbte  to  bym  gose, 

And  cl[e]ue8  bis  bede  fuH  rigbte.         1098 
Fortbe  lydes  tban)  air  Grauntere, 
A  Sarajene  tburgb  )>*  body  be  bere, 

Sir  Megradyn)  be  bigbte ;  1101 

be  dange  ])aiD)  doun)  botbe  ferre  &  nere, 
Bot  appon)  bym  come  a  strongs  powere 

With  Baners  brode  &  brigbte.  1^04 

(93) 
tben)  was  tbere  no  nojei*  crye 
Wben)  grete  bateHs  to-gedir  gap)  bye, 

With  moutbe  als  I  jow  mene.  1107 

FuH  tbikke  folde  gan  Sarajenes  dy. 
And  tbaire  borses  tbaym  by, 

to  wete  wzt^-owtten  wene,  11 10 

Be  tbousandes  ))ay  tumblede  doun)  dede, 
J)aire  sanies  wente  vn  to  J)*  quede, 

pat  mygbte  not  nombrede  be[ne]. 
For  braynes  &  blode^  in  fat  stede 
)>o  brode  Medowe  was  waxen)  rede, 

fat  ere  was  growen  greno.  1116 


battheFranflh 


Inglere  killi 
Gaiyadot, 


Cl6af88,ta6k] 


AndGnimter 
ili^  Mtgradjn. 


Th«fi 

knocked  orer  In 
thodiaiidi} 

1113 

Ci  MS.  bolde]   the  ground  it  red 
with  bnint  and 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


90 
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TheyiMidto 
CUriel  for  Mp. 


He 

driv«  the  Frwch 
taok. 


CUridcallaoo 
Otnel 


and  demands  hie 
nmue. 


Otuel  tells  hU 
name,  and  ihat 
he  I*  now  a 
Christian. 


(94) 
pan)  come  a  turke  appon)  a  stede 
to  kjnge  Clarieti  better  spede, 

&  sayde :  "  alias,  how  do  weel  1119 

For  Criston)  men)  we  hafe  grete  drede, 
&  bot  pan  helpe  vs  in  this  nede 

Grete  Sorowe  here  may  )»au  see.*'        1122 
kynge  ClaryeH  come  wttA  his  poweie, 
Oore  bateHs  ferre  one  bakke  he  here, 

Ane  Almayne  sons  sloghe  he  ;  1125 

Also  he  dide  the  gude  G[r]aTinterey 
Sir  Otes  and  sir  Raynere, 

&  oper  grete  plentee.  11 28 

(95) 
By  ^at  it  was  so  nere  nyghte 
P&j  moghte  no  lengere  See  to  fighte, 

Bot  stynt  one  ayther  syde.  1131 

StV  Otuell  ]jat  was  so  wighte 
Stroke  Florence  his  stede  fufl  righte, 

&  by-fore  ))an])  forthe  gan)  ryde,  1134 

J)eii)  commes  girdande  kynge  Clarieti, 
And  cried  to  hym  with  wordes  feti, 

'' to  speke  )>ou  schalt  a-byde,  1137 

thi  nghte  name  pat  pou  roe  tett." 
he  sayde :  "  I  higlite  Otiieti, 

For  no  man)  witi  I  hyde :  1140 

(96) 
And  fro  3oure  Mahoun)  ame  I  went, 
And  Cristyndome  hafe  I  hent, 

&  Baptiste  ame  I  fuH  righte.  1143 

My  landman)  es  bothe  foire  &  gent, 
Hir  reghte  name  es  Belesent, 

Charlies  doghet^  y  brighte."  1 1 46 

Bot  ))ah)  y  Sarc^ene  sliid  :  "  alias, 
Now  is  this  a  wikkede  case, 

&  povi  so  noble  a  knyghte.  1149 
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Whi  dnelles  ^on  there  amonges  thi  fase ) 
Foully  there  thon  wichede  was, 

&  whi  es  thk  dede  thus  dighte  t  1152 

(97) 
I  rede  pat  fou  conuerte  the  in  hye, 
&  then)  saB.  saughtyU  with  thyn)  £me  air  Grarcy, 

&  forsake  not  thy  lawe."  1156 

Vn-to  y  Sara3ene  gon)  he  defye : 
"  Jowr  lawes  are  noghte  worthe  a  pye, 

pai  dare  I  Sanely  saye.  1158 

And  if  fon  wilt  for  Mahoun)  fighte, 
loo,  me  here  a  Cristyn)  knyghte. 

With  hym  ))at  myghtes  maye,  1161 

Stalworthely  to  stande  for  onre  righte." 
kyng  Clarieti  his  trouthe  hase  plighte 

At  Mome  to  holde  his  daye.  1164 

(98) 
kyng  ClarieH  wendes  to  the  Cite 
j)a.i  men)  caUede  Attale, 

ther-In  to  duette  al  nyghte.  1167 

Sir  Otuett  to  his  ^  companye, 
to  kyng  Charlies  fat  was  f re, 

&  Belesent  so  brighte.  1170 

))at  faire  mayden)  of  hewe  &  hide 
hir  selfe  vn-armed  hym  )>at  tide, 

&  thris  scho  kissede  fat  knyghte  :       1173 
And  groped  hyw  wele  body  &  syde 
J}at  he  ne  hade  no  woondes  wyde, 

&  Esede  hym  at  hir  myghte.  1 176 

(99) 
knyghtis  wache  was  there  sett, 
Faire  lyres  was  there  bett, 

to  Ese  fam)  pat  pere  were.  1179 

'MS.  repeats  to  his. 


CSarlel  adrlses 
him  to  rooant. 


bat  Otoel  defl« 
bim, 


and  ihcy  agreo  to 
flght  next  day. 


Th«j  aaparata. 


and  aaeb  r^torns 

tohiaown 

friends. 


TheFranofaset 
watdiea. 
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NEXT  MORNING  CLABIEL  ARMS  HIMSELF  FOR  THE  DUEL. 


and  attend  to       Of  dede  folkos  bav  hepes  f ett, 

tlie  dead  and 

wounded.  To  beiye  ^am)  wtt/^owiteD)  lett, 

those  J)at  cnsten)  were, 
leches  come  pat  coathe  one  booke, 
Woundede  men)  for  to  loke, 

to  salue  )>am)  of  ^aiie  saie. 
And  grete  lordes  liste  toke, 
&  nygkte  wache  futt  worthily  wooke, 
blewe  &  made  grete  fare. 

(100) 
NtxtBoraing       kyng  Clariefi  rose  at  Mome, 

Wiste  whate  othes  )>at  he  hade  swome. 
And  to  his  chambir  went : 
ciariei  arma  Mm-  Grarte  kasto  armowrs  hym  by-fome 

aelffbr  the  duel.  ^         ^ 

))at  riche  was  &  comly  kome. 

Ane  Actone  one  he  hent, 
One  he  dide  ane  hawberke  schene, 
Of  Jj*  Mayster  handwerke  of  Gralyene, 

\>ai  neuer  no  wapyn)  rent. 
When  )>at  [he]  was  armed  clene 
A  fayrere  knyghte  was  neuer  sene, 

For  loly  ne  for  gent. 


Theeraatonhit 
helmet  la  an 
•ddar'ahead. 


1182 


1186 


1188 


1191 


1194 


1197 


1200 


(101) 
his  creste  was  of  a  neddire  hede, 
"With  golde  abowte  it  was  by-wevede : 

And  sett  one  hym)  Mahoxin), 
And  appolyne  )>at  he  one  leuede ; 
AHe  his  armours  was  ouer  dreuede 

y^i\h  stones  of  grete  renoun). 
he  girde  hym  wit^  a  suerde  )Kzt  hate  Modlee  j 
Broghte  hym  a  schelde  of  faire  blee, 

He  boskede  &  made  hym  boun) : 
lepe  on  a  stede  semely  to  see, 
With  mekiH  myrthe  &  Solempnytee 

He  rydes  thnrgh-owte  f*  toun). 


1203 


1206 


1209 


1212 
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(102) 
An  hundrethe  knyghtes  of  Turkeye 
Bare  his  Mawmettis  hym  by 

And  paste  ou^  that  strande. 
And  douh)  ]>ay  lighten)  a&  in  hye^ 
)}ay  were  halden  fuU  doghetye, 

AH  in  ^aire  awenn)  lande. 
))ay  sett  )>aire  goddes  appoh)  a  stone. 
And  dowun)  ^ay  knelyde  euerichone,^ 

&  made  ^am)  thare  OfiTerande. 
kyng  ClarieH  his  leue  hase  tone, 
lepe  one  a  stede  ))at  highte  Browan), 

J)at  horse  was  noble  at  hande. 

(103) 
Charlies  come  rydande  by  a  reuere, 
Wit/*  hym  Bowlande  and  Olyuere, 

Appon)  y  ferrere  syde. 
Duke  Naymes  was  ))aire  fere, 
And  str  OtueH  the  gude  werryere, 

FuH  fayre  of  hewe  &  hyde. 
)}an  comes  girdande  kyng  ClarieH 
And  Cried  to  pam)  wtt^  wordis  f eHe : 

**  to  speke  je  schaH  a-byde. 
I  be-teche  jow  to  p*  deneH  of  heHe, 
how  longe  schaH  I  af tir  batelle  dueHe  f " 

thus  by-gynnes  he  for  to  chide. 
(104) 
And  jit  he  cried  breme  als  bore  : 
"  Wiche  of  JOW  foure  es  Mayster  thore  !  " 

''kjrng  Charlies,  calles  men  mee." 
"  Now  cuisede  worthe  thou  euer  mare  1 
For  Jjou  hase  wroghte  vs  myche  care 

In  Many  dyuerse  contree." 
J)*  kyng  sayde  :  "  be  saynt  Marie, 
And  hir  dere  solie  almyghtye, 

pat  derely  dyede  one  tree, 


He  ii  attended  hj 
100  knighti, 


1216 


1218 

whooarrjrhie 
godi. 

[1  MS.  exurich* 
1221   onee.] 


1224 


Charlee  with 
Roland  and  others 
appear. 


1227 


Deaf  89,  back] 


1230 


and  are  reviled  hj 
ClarUL 


1233 


1236 


TheSaraoen 
lOQQ   demand,  whkh 
I26d   UCharlee, 

and  corses  him. 


1242 


Cliarles  threateBS 


1245 
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"With  dyntt  of  swerde  fou  achalte  aby ; 
And  take  ^our  Empcroure  Bir  Garcy, 

And  distrnye  atte  301116  Citee."  1248 

(106) 

))*  San^ene  ansuerde  -with  woides  fuil  bolde : 
otheiimoekfiiim,  «  Charlies,  me  thynke  J>at  you.  8ch<ddefite  folde 

And  thou  wove  streken)  Sore.  1251 

andsajB  haistoo  thi  vesage  es  crounkilde  &  waxen)  olde, 

old  and  wrinkled 

to  light.  A  nobitt  suerde  the  bnrde  not  wolde, 

Kow  for  thi  Mellyde  have.  1254 

Bot  by  righte  me  thynke  yon  scholde  be  fonnde 
ALs  ^ofe  it  wefre  an  olde  grewhonnde, 

^at  myghte  rynh)  no  mare." .  1257 

chariit  in  tngt    b«  kynge  wex  greuede  in  that  stonnde, 

aranUlofli^t 

him.  And  keste  his  clothes  appon)  y  gronnde, 

**  As  armes/'  he  cried  ihare.  1260 

(106) 
imt  otoei  claims    Bot  stV  OtuoH  saide  f titt  curteseJy : 

that  right  as  his,  *' 

^'Gnde  lorde,  graunte  this  Batdl  to  me. 

For  trowthes  hafe  we  plighte.  1263 

he  sett  y  lawes  of  Cristyantee 
Nott  at  a  pillynge  of  a  tree 

3istereuen)  wtV/in  the  nyghte.''  1266 

indChartM  giTM  Charlies  thankkes  hym  fer  he  stode, 

Taughte  hym  to  godde  ))at  diede  on  rode 

pat  aHe  schati'  deme  &  dighte.  1269 

EUeuen)  duspers  with  hym  ^ode 
To  dresse  hym  in  his  armours  gnde, 

AHe  redy  for  to  fighte.  1272 


The  other  Wheo)  he  was  armede  in  his  gere, 

douseperet  help       ,  ,••-.  i  ',       o     i 

toMBhhn.         pat  was  bothe  faire,  white,  &  clere, 


(107) 

I  his  gi 
be,  &  c 
J)ay  girde  hym  with  a  biande,  1275 
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H«is«Moatdb7 
Tarpln, 


aiid  his  Udj'loTt 
kisMs  blm  and 
bids  htm*  god- 


CUri«l  TOWS  h» 
wflli 


Broghte  hym  ane  helme  was  riche  &  dere 
)}at  anghte  gud  kynge  Galliere, 

Was  none  siche  in  |>at  lands.  1278 

the  lady  lufsome  vnder  lyne 
Grarte  y  Bischope  sir  Tnrpyne 

Assoyle  hym)  with  his  hande.  1281 

Scho  kiste  hym  thryse  with  herte  faH  fyiia, 
Bytaughte  hym  vn  to  dere  dryghtyne, 

psii  Maydeii)  fake  to  &Bde.  1284 

(108) 
lordes  ^t  weren)  of  mekiH  pride 
Oueve  y  brigge  J^an)  gar)  )iay  ryde, 

Wit/f  Monthe  als  I  jow  mene.  1287 

Bot  then)  the  Sarajene  be-gynnes  to  chide : 
"  Now  schalte  pan  fole  lose  thi  pryde, 

Bothe  -with  traye  &  tene.  1290 

To  oure  goddes  I  rede  thou  gone. 
And  knele  bi-fore  )>am)  eu^-ichone. 

Of  colours  fat  are  clene."  1293 

"  Nay,"  he  sayde  "  there  es  no  god  bot  one 
pat  euer  made  ne  blode  ne  bone, 

Kowe  sone  it  schaH  be  sene."  1296 

(109) 
ban)  bothe  thies  kene  knyghttes  there^  n  ms,  npemtt  tkkMm}       [i«af  m] 

"^  They  ohwye,  and 

to-gedir  J)ay  reden)  a  course  of  werre 

With  stronge  speres  in  theire  hande,  1299 
]>at  aHe  in  sondre  floughe  ))aire  gere,  bothftrtunborMd, 

Tayle  0U6r  tope  bothe  doun)  gon)  here, 

the  stroke  was  wele  sittande.  1302 

Belysent  koste  yp  a  crye 
Yn-to  god  and  Milde  Marie, 

Scho  wepede  &  handes  wrange.  1305 

Bot  vp  ))ay  stert  fuH  hastily 
And  ayther  gan)  to  o}er  defye 

With  swerdis  large  &  lange.  1308 


bat  so 
tlieros«lTes, 
and  flghl  on  tooL 
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(110) 
curiei  ffivM        This  noble  kyiu:  this  Claris 

OtMl  a  btov, 

SmyttoB  to  sir  Otu^ 

A  dynt  ^t  he  myghte  fele :  1311 

Bot  one  his  helme  it  myghte  nott  dueHe, 
whkii  brtnca  him  So  sadlj  One  hid  scholdiie  it  fefie. 

The  knyghte  by-gane  to  knele.  1314 

botiMifMon op    Bot  yp  he  stirte  full  hastilye : 

**  I  vowe  to  god  poM  BchaB.  a-bye, 

pat  idle  schaHe  deme  &  dele."  1317 

Cuisu  thuighe  his  helme  gan)  hye 
pat  aHe  his  one  cheke  hyngede  bye. 

His  tethe  were  Schauen)  wele.  1320 

(111) 

otoei  eats  off       he  Said  ban  :  ''  Clariett,  als  mote  }<m  thee, 

ontofCUrM't        . 

cbMio.  Whi  grynnes  )K>a  nowe  so  one  mee, 

As  }>ofe  pan  wolde  me  byte  f  1323 

Alphayne  thi  lemmaii)  white  &  ire 
thare  neoer  ^eme  to  kysse  the,  ' 

Jjer-fore  I  maye  nott  hir  wyte."  1326 

the  kynge  ferde  thai])  als  he  wolde  wede, 
to  y  knyghte  he  hyed  hym  bettir  spede, 

FuH  Egerly  to  smyte :  1329 

ciari«i  dMTM       And  thoTgh  his  schelde  he  gan)  hym  schrede, 
))at  schulde  hafe  sauede  hym  at  his  nede, 

Almoste  he  was  Scomfite.  1332 

(112) 
but  otiMi  wtrdi     p  kynge  woundede  Otueti  so  sore, 

hade  he  nott  schoonte  his  stroke  there, 

For  sothe  he  hade  bene  slayne.  1335 

[1  MS.  bM  Bot  than)  Cursu^  that  the  knyghte  bare 

Cursuji.]  ,  .         , 

thorowowte  y  kynges  herte  it  schare, 

bothe  wtt^  myghte  &  Mayne ;  1338 

and  iiaya  hiio.      And  to  y  grounde  he  tumbiHs  doun). 
His  saule  went  vn-to  Mahooh), 

than)  by  those  gates  gayne.  1341 
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And  a  futt  blythe  maii)  was  Charllyooh), 
And  louede  god  wit^  fi^  heghe  sowun), 

&  Belesent  was  foU:  fayne.  1344 


F 


(113) 

or  sorowe  sir  Garcy  went  nere  wode,  OtwyiiftirioM, 

For  Claris  dede  was  stronge  of  mode. 

And  sware  by  appolyne,  1347 

pB,t  mete  ne  drynke  scholde  done  hym  gade 
are  lie  strayed  hade  Cristen)  blode,  »nd  rowt  renge- 

anoe  on  all 

Ss  brogbte  ])am)  idie  to  pyne.  1350  Ghristbmi. 

his  grete  batayHs  he  garte  arayee, 
And  his  Baners  brode  displeye 

With  colonres  noble  &  fyne.  1353 

And  Charlies  wele  thynkes  ]>at  he  maye 
For  to  kepe  the  heythyn)  laye, 

With  y  helpe  of  dere  drightyn).  135? 

(114) 

Sir  Barlott  of  perse  come  girdande  swythe,  sir  Bariott*  a 

Also  faste  als  he  myghte  dryfe, 

Was  holden)  a  noble  knyghte ;  1359  flvtom  knight, 

And  doghety  dedis  gun)  he  kythe, 
t>er  myghte  no  wapen)  his  wedys  ryfe, 

So  Sanely  was  He  dighte.  1362 

he  lydes  owte  a  course  of  were 
&  In)  his  hande  a  noble  spere, 

His  armours  glyssenede  fuH  brighte,    1365 
he  askede  leae  at  Sir  Garcy  there  CiMfM^bMic] 

To  loste  with  Rowlande  and  Olyuere,  Ghanenlre^BoiMMi 

theire  bothere  dede  to  dyghte.  1368  •^*^"^•'• 

ai5) 

And  one  his  horse  he  come  rynnande' 
With  his  spere  faste  in  his  hande 

his  armours  glessened  clere.  1371 

CHABL.  BOM.  II.  H 
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He  dMdiMigM       he  called  firste  one  Eowlande, 
OMwiaitdouTer.    One  OtudEt  stalwortbe  for  to  stande. 

And  sythen)  One  Olyuere :  1374 

*'  hafe  done,"  he  saide,  "  brynge  mee  forihe  jour  kyngc, 
Or  eHs  to  dethe  I  schaH  30W  dynge, 

For  sothe  idie  foure  in  fere."  1377 

Eowlande  askede  y  kynges  blyssyBge, 
be  stroke  his  stede  &  forthe  gan)  flynge, 

His  thretynge  boghte  he  dere,  1380 

(116) 
When)  fat  fay  to-gedir  mett 
A  sekere  stroke  was  there  sett^ 

pat  bothe  fay  tynte  f^ire  stedys ;        1383 
&  vp  fay  rose  witA-owtten)  lett, 
And  ayther  harde  on  othir  bett, 

&  persed  some  of  faiite  wedys.  1386 

Bowlande  doghty  dedis  gan)  kythe^ 
With  Drondale  he  gan)  hyni)  ryne, 

f>at  reghte  to  f*  girditi  it  ^de.  1389 

Bobmdsiajibim,  And  Btr  Barlot  loste  his  lyfe^ 

he  faughte  nothir  with  fbure  ne  fyve, 

His  lyfe  was  hym  fiiH  gnede.  1392 


Rolmnd 

the  ehaUenga^ 


and  thej  fight. 


botlthfaneelf 

woandedl^ 

Lemagen^ 


(U7) 

then)  commes  a  Sara^ene  giidande  there. 
Ids  name  was  called  Btr  lamagere, 

Was  holden)  a  noble  kny^te :  1395 

he  come  als  breme  als  any  bore 
And  wottndede  sir  Bowlande  wonder  sore^ 

thnrgli  his  brenyes  Inright^ :  1398 

whomOiiTerkflie.  And  Olyuere  saughe  his  felawel^ede^ 

Wtt^  sporres  he  touches  his  noble  stede, 

J)"  SaTa3ene  garte  he  light e.  1401 

ff  grete  BateHs  by  fan)  to-gedir  jede, 
J)ey  hewede  one  faste  &  fiiH  gnde  spede, 

And  now  1  ygynnes  faire  fyghte.         1404 
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(118) 

Bot  ofer  nojse  was  per  none 
When)  f  grete  to-gedir  gun)  gone, 

Bot  stronge  strokes  &  steryn^.  1407 

paj  bewede  one  faste  &  f uH  gud  wone, 
Brosten)  botbe  bak,  blode,  &  bone, 

Of  wandretbe  tnyghte  men)  leryn).        1410 
Be  tbousandes  fa,j  doun)  gan)  dryfe, 
For  botbe  bebne  &  baberieone  ]>ay  lyfe, 

per  mjgbte  no  man)  fand  werjrnn).       1413 
kyng  &  Doke  tbere  loste  }>aire  Ijfe ; 
"wiVt  dynt  of  swerde,  spere,  &  knyfe, 

j)ay  Brittenede  many  a  beryn).  1416 

(119) 

Donn)  fay  dange  Jjaire  Baners  brade 
Boibe  in  slakkes  &  in  slade, 

One  bukes  as  we  rede  1419 

Fnli  fele  Sarajenes  felle  }>ay  fade 
And  many  one  to  y  grounde  fay  bade^ 

})aire  lyle  was  f am)  faH  gnede.  1422 

FuH  Grisely  fay  grone  &  gvenne, 
Maistedes  faire  horse  fay  ryime. 

Of  fam)  toke  no  man)  bede.  1425 

Jj*  oristen)  men)  gan)  f*  maystry  wynn), 
Bot  jitt  faire  barett  ne  wdde  not  blyn), 

On  Newe  by-gynnea  faire  dede.  1428 

(120) 

Sir  Elye^  come  wiifi  mekitt  mygbte, 

With  Seuen)  bondrethe  newe  made  knygbtes 

Oute  of  Bretayne,  1431 

)}ise  fiescbe  men)  so  freschely  fygbte 
)}at  it  was  loya  to  See  fat  sigbte, 

Bothe  with  myghtc  &  mayno.  1 434 

'  MS.  Elya  Elye. 

n  3 


A  general  fnitU* 


TheFrenek 
attack  It  Irrwbt* 
ible. 


There  l«  ftreat 
vlmiKhter  of 
tlte  Saraoens. 


Sir  Rly  comet  up 
with  700  Icntghtt. 
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D«rfw]        A  Sarajene  come  with  Felawes  Fyve, 
Briui  it  tuim      thorowte  sir  Briane  gane  he  dry  f e, 

pat  nobiU  knjghte  was  slayne.  1 437 

And  ^itt  }>at  paynyni)  losie  his  lyfe^ 
With  a  spere  J>ay  gan)  hym  lyfe, 

his  saule  wente  vn-to  payne.  1440 

(121) 
otiMi  kflii  Btr  Ota^  bat  noble  man) 

Balmifhls  ova 

floodn.  to  his  awenn)  Cosyn)  he  rah), 

Full  Grymly  in  his  gere.  1443 

he  strikes  the  Duke  Balame, 
the  kynges  Sone  of  alphane, 

Euen)  thurgh-owte  with  a  spere.  1446 

AiphantoT  u^  kynge  alphane  come  in  hye 

With  20^000  iMn,    -WitA  twenty  tho wsande  of  Barbarye, 

pat  wele  couthe  wapyus  here,  1449 

and  comboiM,     And  the  kvnffe  Cursabolee 

kingorXorlcey,  ''    ° 

with  80.000.         With  thritty  thousande  of  Turkee, 

IHghtftU  to  Nt. 

And  aHe  one  fote  ])ay  were.  1452 

(122) 
thies  fate  men)  so  staleworthe  ware 
^t  oure  BateHs  f i^  ferre  one  bakke  }>ay  bare, 

per  myghte  none  stirre  paxie  schelde.  1455 
Tb«]rdrir0th«      ^aire  dynttes  feHe  so  sadde  &  sare 

Frvnch  more  than 

a  bow-shot  back,    fat  wele  ano  alblastire  schott  &  maie 

fay  myghte  no  wapyns  welde.  1 458 

fay  were  so  mekOl  &  so  vn-ryde. 
And  so  foiiHe  of  hewe  and  hyde, 

Jjat  fay  hade  almoste  wonn)  J>^  felde.   1461 
pBj  gafe  f  aym)  woundes  wete  &  wyde, 
And  Brittenede  J>am)  bothe  bake  &  syde, 

Oure  BateH  garte  fay  helde.  1464 

(123) 
than)  come  girdande  a  gnde  sqwyere, 
Sir  Gryni)  sone  f  •  gude  duchere, 

pat  was  borne  in  Pareyche  ;  1467 
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"With  hym)  an  bundrethe  fat  Lardy  ware, 
bis  name  was  batten)  ^^aymere, 

A  man)  of  mekiH  pryce.  147Q 

to  anne  tbaym)  grete  bye  )>ay  bade, 
Dispoyle  y  bodyes  )>at  laye  one  brade, 

icbone  one  )>aure  beste  wyse.  1473 

Of  )»aire  clotbes  pensalles  fay  made. 
To  kyng  Cberlles  be-lyfe  fay  rade, 

"  Mount  loye  "  was  faire  discryo.        1476 

(124) 
p*  grete  BateH  tban)  relyed  agayne, 
Sotb  with  mygbte  and  wit^  mayne, 

&  brittenede  blode  &  bone.  1479 

kyng  Cbarlles  tban)  was  foH  f ayne 
And  louede  god,  es  nogbte  to  layne, 

&  bis  modir  allone.  1482 

kynge  Cresable  boned  by  apparoun) 
And  seese  bys  men)  aXte  donngen)  donn), 

&  Sone  gane  be  to  fam)  goo[n].  1485 

Bot  Aymere  bitt  bym)  one  f  •  crowun), 
pBt  tbat  lorde  batbe  loste  atte  bis  renouii), 

In  y  felde  be  batbe  bym)  tone.  1488 

(125) 
Aymere  batbe  tbe  kynge  bent, 
And  to  kynge  Cbarlles  be  batbe  bym  sent 

By  foure  of  bis  Sqwyere.^ 
Bot  wben)  fat  be  made  bym  fat  present, 
be  loues  gode  fat  lufe  bade  lent, 

And  bis  mylde  Modere  deie»  1494 

Tbies  frescbe  men)  so  fersely  figbte. 
It  was  grete  loye  to  See  fat  sygbte, 

&  a  wondere  tbynge  to  bera  1497 

This  noble  man)  sir  OttueE 
tbilke  folde  be  gane  f  am)  feHe^ 

"With  strengtbe  &  Noblitee.  1500 


NayiiMtanda 
bondred  knlghU 


oomt  to  Chtrlai^ 


Tb«  Froioh  rally. 


▲yin«rt«kM 
IdngCrerablt 
prbooer. 


and  iMids  hf  m 
nndtrgiurdto 
1491   ChAriet. 

0  MS.  Sqwytnt.! 


Th«IVMioii 

noovtrtlidr 

groond. 
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Garcj  reoognins 
Otuel. 


(126) 
[leaf  M.  back]     And  Certis,  als  the  b(x>ke8  gane  tette. 

The  Frem-h  make  o  ^ 

great  slaughter  of  J^aiie  Saules  weiite  vn-to  heUe, 

the  Saracens. 

those  fele  ^t  there  gun)  bleda.  1503 

thus  kynges  &  Dukes  to  y  dede  ptj  dighte, 
A  hundrethe  Dubbide  ])am)  selfe  to  knygbte, 

fat  woHhy  were  &  welde :  1506 

And  to  )>e  Banere  be-lyfe  ^y  wanne, 
And  foure  gude  kynges  )ray  slougbe  ^r  l^ane, 

faire  lyfes  was  }>ani)  fuH  gnede.  1509 

thurghe-owte  y  Oste  are  }>at  he  blane 
Yn-to  kynge  Charlies  als  a  mafie, 

he  thankede  hym  of  fat  dede.  1512 

(127) 
than)  for  sorowe  sir  Garcy  said,  ^  alias," 
to  a  kynge  }>at  highte  S2>  Abars, 

])at  was  armede  fuH  clere :  1515 

**  ^one  Eenayede  thefe  my  Cosyn)  was, 
he  ledis  vs  here  a  wikkide  pase, 

bothe  wet^  traye  and  tene."  1518 

The  kyng  ansuerde  to  uir  Garcy : 
''  loo,  where  sir  Cherlles  coTTimes  the  by, 

And  dynges  aHe  dounne  bynlene.        1521 
Now  for  Mahoflns  lufe  fat  ^u  y  hye 
With  twenty  thousande  of  Turkya 

tlH  >al  we  redy  bene." ,  1524 

(128) 
the  kyng  dide  als  y  Emp^rom*  bad, 
With  those  Turkes  }>at  he  hade 

he  stroke  in  to  the  stotme.  1527 

there  were  oure  folkes  fuH  8ty£fely  stadde^ 
pBj  hewede  one  faste  als  fay  were  madde, 

&  brittenede  bnghte  annour*  1530 

the  Duke  Naymes  stede  was  slayiM' 
&  hym  selfe  in  y  felde  tane, 

fat  boughte  faj  sythen)  fufi  Sourre.    1533 


He  ehaigee  with 
10,000  men. 


Naymes  la 
•nhonedand 
taken  prieoner. 
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Eowlande  gude  of  Mode  &  bond 
And  air  Otueti  base  tbre  kynges  slone, 

&  reflcbewsede  bym  w>Vj  honowr.        1536 
(129) 
])ai])  was  tbere  no  no^  crje 
Bot  tbik  folde  gane  |>*  Sarajenes  dj, 

&  Grysely  gane  J^y  grone.  1539 

A  Sory  man)  was  stV  Garcy, 
And  aHe  y  Sara3enes  fat  boued  hjm  by^ 

^aire  berttis  was  fro  ])am)  tone,  1542 

Oggere  Dannays  laye  in  presomi) 
'  And  of  ])at  noyse  be  berde  tbe  soun), 

&  begbte  men)  kepede  bym)  one.  1545 

Bot  pienaly  be  made  bym  boun), 
Vfith  a  nasteH  scbide  be  slewe  J^am)  doiui, 

bys  wardens  tbns  batb  be  slayne.        1548 
(130) 
He  armede  bym  selfe  icbe  a  tbynge,^ 
And  to  stabifi  gan)  be  gange 

&  bent  a  noble  stede.  1551 

1^*  borse  was  styffe  ]>uogbe  &  strange, 
be  caugbte  a  spere  was  kige  &  bmge, 

&  leppe  yp  bett^  spede.  1564 

be  kayres  fortbe  owte  of  tbe  Cite  : 
"  Kowe  bafes  sJle  gude  daye,**  says  be, 

&  to  bis  felawes  J^ns  be  jede.  1567 

And  gladdere  men)  tbere  mygbte  none  bee 
Ne  ^y  were  wben)  )>ay  st>  Oggere  Daynnas  See, 

pat  dogbety  was  of  dede,  1^0 

(131) 
Now  Oggere  Daynas  by-gynnes  to  figbte, 
&  to  bew  doun)  many  ane  bey tben)  knygbte, 

&  Brittyne  blode  &  bone.  1563 

kynge  &  Duke  to  y  dede  be  digbte, 
Ibe  Emperour  tooke  bym  to  y  fligbte, 

to  y  toon)  be  wolde  bafe  gone.  1566 


bat  It  reacned  by 
Bokuid  and 

OtiMl. 


OgtorhMntbt 
nolMorUitUUto, 


Ullihlsgiuurdi, 


C>  MS.  thwnge. 


and  aaoapat  to  th« 


GtrojtakM 
lUgbt. 
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OABCT  IS  OAPTURBD.      OTUBL  MABBIB8  BELB8ANT. 


[iMfM] 
piin«td  tor  OtQil. 


the? 


ratara  to  Paris. 


Oinel  marrlM 


«nd  if  mad*  lord 
of  LomlMurdjr. 


OodUeMaUl 
It 


8»r  OtaeH  stroke  his  stede  Floryne 
With  two  spones  of  golde  fuH  fyne, 

&  helyfe  he  to  hym  come :  15G9 

'*  Nay  air,**  he  sayde,  "  be  sayne  drightyne, 
thou  schali  noghte  to  ]>*  touo)  to  dyne, 

Bot  here  the  moste  be  tone."  157.2 

(132) 
sir  OtueH  base  tneie  tane  y  Emperour, 
))at  loide  hath  loste  )>ere  his  honour, 

to  charllee  he  bathe  hym  sent.  1575 

knygbtis  stieghte  in  ilke  a  stooire 
token)  yp  Cite,  toon)  and  touie, 

the  Sarajenes  are  aXte  schent  1573 

When)  J>ay  had  wioghte  one  swilkoD)  wyse 
Home  }>ay  wente  )>ai])  to  Pariche, 

FuH  wightly  one  }>aire  waye :  1581 

And  Charlies  louede  god  of  this  Enpryce ; 
And  Btr  Otu^  ^t  worthy  ee, 

Now  weddede  he  Belesent  1584 

(133) 
And  than)  ))ay  helde  a  Mangery 
With  idie  y  noble  cheualry, 

J?at  semely  was  to  see.  1587 

psij  made  hym  lorde  of  lumbardy 
to  haf e  it  ati:e  in  his  Bayly, 

t>ai  contre  faire  &  free,  1590 

And  thus  he  duellys  &  es  a  pere, 
Bowlande  f elawe,  and  Olyuere, 

A  gud  Cristyn)  man)  was  bee.  1593 

And  lesua  Criste  fat  boghte  ts  dere, 
Brynge  ts  to  thi  Blisses  sere  1 

Amen),  par  charite  1  1596 

(Here  Endes  y  Eomance  | 

of  Duk  Rowland  &  str  Otudl  of  Spayne  ) 
Explycit  str  OtueH. 


CharUe 
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(^rajm^tri  4  th  JSirnjg  4  l^^bnd 


FBOH 


LANSDOWNE  MS.  388,  leaf  381. 
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jfragment  of  %  Song  of  |loIanb 

FBOM 

LANSDOWNE  MS.  388,  LEAF  381. 


He  beheld  ladjs  with  laugliing^e  cher. 
then  lightid  gwynylon  and  com  In  in  fer, 
And  brought  in  the  madinB  bright  in  wedw ; 
he  told  many  tailis,  and  all  was  lies : 
For  he  that  is  fak  no  wordM  ned  seche, 
80  fairithe  he  withe  flatring*  speche. 
And  the  lord  that  king*  charls  plaid  with. 
and  on  the  to^  sid  he  kest  his  sight, 
who  so  beleuythe  hym  shall  hym  fela  find, 
right  as  A  broken  sper  at  the  litill  end. 
then  knelid  the  knyght  vnto  his  lord. 
And  said  to  the  kinge,  &  shewid  tills  word : 
"criste  kep  the  from  care  and  all  ^  knightt^  I 
I  haae  gone  for  ^  sak*  wiHidsrfiill  wais, 
I  haae  bene  In  Saragos  per  sairsins  won. 
And  spoken  with  the  soudan  ^t  myghty  gom. 
I  haae  taaght  hym  hou  he  lyf  shall, 
And  he  haihe  tab  good  hed  to  my  wordit  alL 
ye  ned  no  Farther  fightings  to  seehe, 
hast  yoa  hom  agayn  to  your  lond  xiche. 
wttA-in  xvj  days  thedox  he  wille  hym  hye^ 
and  all  the  hethyn  statM  in  his  company, 
a  thoossond  of  his  loud  of  the  best; 
all  will  be  cristenyd  &  leae  on  Ihara  exist 


Owynyloa 
allghud 
imd  broaght  til 
tbe  maidens. 


Then  tha  knight 

i^  (indMldtoth* 
King: 
"Chxisi  keep  the! 


I  hate  been  In 
--   Seragoeea 
10   amongst  tiie 

SamoMu, 

and  spoken  with 

ihfir  might  J 

Sultan. 


20  Haatahone 
again, 

for  within  16  dajt 
he  and  aU  the 
noblest  of  his 
knights  wm  bt 


24 
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Ht  hta  tent  thm 
the  kty  of 
Saragoan, 
and  aU  thaw  teir 


and  Uila  good 

WiXM. 


Thare  ia  no  profit 
In  fighting  whan 
paaoa  ia  aooglit.'* 


[laaf  881,  back] 
Tbanaaidtha 
klngt 

"Tboaart 

welooma} 

1}  M8.  hrj 

ainoa  ha  will 
forsake  Mahomat, 
and  be  baptitad, 

I  will  ratorn  to 
Franca, 
and  prepare 
before  hia 


I?  MS.  ham] 


Then  all  were 

gUd, 

and  amidst 

flooriihes  of 

trmnpetstha 


Ungmounted* 


and  started 
(oi^arda  Gaaoony. 


ther  law  will  they  lef  sone  anon, 

And  at  thy  comandment  fej  will  done. 

of  Saragos  the  cete  he  sent  the  y  key 

And  all  thes  fairs  lady[8]  wtt^  the  to  pley :  28 

echon  of  them  is  a  lordt^  doughtur. 

And  her  ys  good  wyn ;  drink*  fer-of  after. 

and  thou  wisly  wirche,  thou  failid  nought, 

ther  is  no  prow  to  pryk*  jwr  men  pece  sought  I  32 

If  that  mercy  and  myght  mellithe  to-gedur 

he  shall  haue  the  mor  grace  eusr  aftur." 

Then  said  the  kinge  to  his  knyght  sone, 

and  said  to  gwynylon  the  good  gome :  36 

"  thou  art  welcom,  so  fat  thou  hryngjrst. 

thou  hast  wisly  done  &  pat  me  glad  thinkis.'' 

And  then  sothly  he  said  full  right : 

**  mahoun)  And  margot  he  will  for-sak*  twight  40 

for*  to  be  cristyned  and  for-sak  per  syne. 

no[w]  will  I  go  in-to  Fraunce  &  his  frend  bene, 

and  mad  redy  jeiiis  againste  his  comyng< 

to  Fest  hym  and  his  men  xv  dais  suyng*,  44 

and  whils  he  wille  wtt^  me  dwelle. 

who  gothe  in  woo  wintirs  full  fell, 

yet  is  f rendchipe  and  faithe  fairiste  at  end. 

tak  yp  tent^  and  truse  hem  hom*  hend.  48 

knyghtts  ther  hemes  homward  they  kest. 

the  ieniis  And  pauellions  let  hem  rest, 

For  now  I  dred  no  day  in  All  my  lyf." 

When  he  had  said  they  herd  hym  blif* ;  52 

blowinge  off  bugles  and  hemes  aloft, 

trymlinge.of  tabers  And  tymbring*  soft, 

bridlinge  of  stedes  and  baners  vp  to  fold. 

thjd  kinge  lep  to  horse,  stint  he  ne  wold,  56 

And  all  his  knyghtti  foUowid  sone. 

And  gone  toward  gascon  wtt^  }>at  gonu 

they  be  not  gone  ferr  on  ther  way, 

but  X  myle,  in  A  medew,  as  I  you  say,  60 
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-when  tbej  se  ynder  the  son  aloft 

It  was  tym  to  pigbt  tentis  ofte. 

then  mad  them  redy  the  knyght/9  right, 

to  feche  food  for  foilis  wtt^  all  fer  myght.  64 

the  king*  set  hym  to  his  soper  fat  tid, 

seruyd  hym  semly  and  his  men  by  his  sid 

wt't/i  eu^ry  .thinge  pat  myght  glad  his  hert : 

wyn  went  be-twen  Jem,  non  did  astert,  68 

fat  gwynylon  to  touiif  brought,  euyll  hym  be-tid  I 

It  swymyd  in  ther  hedis  and  mac}  hem  to  nap ; 

they  wist  not  what  J>ey  did,  so  fer  wit  failid. 

when  they  wer  in  bed  and  thought  to  a  restid,  72 

they  went  to  the  women  fat  wer  so  hend, 

that  wer  sent  fro  saragos  of  sairsins  kind : 

they  synnyd  so  sore  in  fat  ylk*  while 

that  many  men  wept  and  cursid  fat  vile,  76 

Charls  our  kinge  in  his  bed  slepithe, 

gladly  brought  to  bed,  and  no  harm  thinkithe ; 

litill  rest  had  the  king*  in  his  riche  clothes, 

For  drechinge  and  dremyng*  &  trobling*  his  witti^,     80 

A  sweuyn  he  met  that  derid  hym  sor ; 

that  he  was  hie  on  his  [hors]  in  wed  hore, 

And  saragos  the  cete  seigid  about, 

wM  all  his  meyne  that  he  led  out.  84 

then  com  gwynylon  &  gript  hym  herd, 

went  to  his  weiK)n  and  a  sond  braid, 

that  the  splintts  of  the  sper  sprong*  into  heuyn. 

he  went  his  way  wtt/i  weping*  steuyn,  88 

he  left  vntak*  the  toun,  and  to  his  tent  ridis ; 

thoughe  he  wer  wrothe,  no  man  hym  wytw* 

but  sone  aftur  he  fell  in  a  nofer : 

hym  thought  fejrre  in  firaunce  wtt^outon  Frend  ther, 

In  A  willd  Forest  Among  willd  best^.^  93 

A  Bore  com  from  A  bank*  wondirly  boistous. 

And  Fought  sore  w»t^  hym,  and  fendithe  hym  swithe. 

he  tok  hym  by  the  right  arm  and  bent  it  of  96 


Wbenth^had 
gone  about  10 
mile*,  the  tents 
were  pitched. 


and  Cliariec  sat 
down  to  rapper 
with  hU  blights. 


[leaf  882] 

The  wine 
made  them  dizsy 
and  sleepy. 


and  then  thoy 
went  to  the 
ladies  whom 
Gwynylon  had 
brought.' 


Charles  the  same 
night 


has  a  dream 
which  alarms 
him. 


He  dreamt  tlii^ 
he  was  besi^ng 
Saragossa, 

when  Owenlyn 
treaclierously 
tries  to  kiU  hhn. 


Tlien  he  dreams 
again 


that  a  boar 
seized  him  by  the 
ri>;]it  hand, 
and  bit  It  off; 
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then  a  leopard 

and  tdsad  ttio 
boar, 

aiid  tore  off  fto 
right  ear. 
Deaf  S8t,  back] 

Then  the  king 
awoke^ 


and 

his  wisest 

knights. 


who  said  the 
dreame  portended 
treachery  and 
trouble. 


bat  that  Cliarlea 
thoald  oyereome 
it  all. 


Then  said  the 

king: 

«  We  are  at  the 

gates  of  Spain, 


threofpi  whldi 
only  S  men  may 
pass  at  onoe ;  * 
let  OS  settle  who 
is  to  command 
the  Van  and  rear, 
for  I  do  not  trost 
the  Saracens ; 
tltey  are  fhll  of 
the  deriU'* 


clene  from  the  braun,  ihe  fleeche,  &  the  lier ; 

the  fell  and  the  Flesche  at  his  fete  f allithe. 

he  lokid  ou^  a  lawnd,  the  aothe  for  to  sayn, 

he  se  a  libard  lep  from  low  spayn ;  100 

ther  he  tok*  the  boare  And  laid  hym  to  erthe, 

redely  the  right  ere  he  pulHd  from  the  hed, 

he  lep  lightly  away,  h«  wold  no  lenger  dwelL 

then  awolc  the  king*,  &  his  drema  did  telL  104 

when  It  was  day,  and  the  dew  fell, 

then  rose  the  kinge ;  he  wold  no  mor  dwell : 

he  callid  the  wissest  men  )wn  aright^ 

and  aejdd  of  his  dreme  hon  it  be  myght  108 

all  they  said,  ^t  ^r  did  stond, 

that  tray  and  tene  is  toward  at  kond, 

battell  on  the  feld,  byd  who  )iat  myght : 

but  none  of  hem  knew  }e  tvonthe  aright,.  112* 

whan  It  will  fall  the  feld  for  to  wyn, 

and  the  lebard  had  tak^  the  bote  &  fl^yn  hym. 

and  for  fair  the  flesche  &  ^  fight  endid, 

then  shold  kinge  ckaiis  the  bett^  aspendid.  IIG 

sithe  the  bore  was  betoa  &  banehed  no  mor, 

but  the  hurt  that  he  had,  hele  shnld  thor, 

throughe  right  resson,  they  said  hym  till : 

"  now  let  god  alone,  and  do  all  his  wilL*^  1 20' 

**  lordis,"  said  the  king*,  **  listyn  a  stound. 

now  we  must  to  Fraunce,  god  said  vs  sound  1 

her  be  wsia  wild  that  we  wend  most, 

fun  bore  hillis  and  also  he  on  host ;  124 

Full  of  cragy  rochee  thoy  bene  scrtayn, 

And  they  be  eallid  the  gati!^  of  spayn : 

ther  may  not  iij  men  go  in  at  onys^ 

luk*  whiche  baron  can  led  ya  eft  somiys^  1 28 

whiohe  knyght  our  rerward  shall  gid. 

for  I  am  not  secur  of  the  sairsins  ])is  tid, 

they  be  so  full  of  the  fend,  I  drede  per  werktV ; 

they  must  be  Frowardw  fat  delithe  wUh  euyll  frek/*, 
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or  he  shall  haue  enyll  sped  at  the  last  end."  133 

then  gwynylon  spek* — ^the  denyll  hynx  shend  I —  Th«>  owyDyion 

**  lotdts,  listyn  to  me  A  litill  atound.  PMr  ssq 

do,  lord,  as  I  red,  if  ]>on  wilt  paae  sound.  136 

I  will  go  be-for,  and  )>i  folk*  led,  "  i  iriii  uiu 

then  shalt  folow  me  taix  &  f^  me^  in  ded  2  ^         ' 

And  Eouland  the  rerward  w»t&  men  eiK)w»  and  soiand  tu 

Oljxier  and  Eoger,  and  ojer  for  y^  prow,  140  ' 

that  be  proud  in  pres,  &  well  preuyd  knyg^tM, 

with  XXX  M*  men  of  f^  load  xighttf, 

that  be  stif  in  stour,  And  stiffest  in  hert : 

then  ned  je  to  dred  no^er  harm  ne  smeH :  li4  udthenyoo 

need  fMur  nought** 

the  sairsins  be  set  the  poyntment  to  hold, 

And  to  god  thej  be  geifyn  ^  bodys  bold." 

<<  A I  fEals  man,**  qtioe? the  kinge, ''  Eekill  is  thy  thought,  "Ah!  tnitor/* 

Full  of  the  fonle  gost  thou  fenyst  ^  nought.  148 

£uer  is  thy  oounsell,  Boulond  to  quell ;  "  ever  thon  art 

anxious  to  shijr 

but  thou  shalt  not  hurt  hym,  I  the  telle :  Roknd. 

but  thou  ahalt  not 

the  man  is  litill  to  lone  that  hym  sleys.  hurt  him." 

who  so  takithe  from  the  tre  the  rind  and  the  leiiM,  152 

It  wer  better  that  he  in  his  bed  lay  long*. 

this  I  mene  by  the  &  ]^  w»k»»  stronge, 

For  thou  louys  to  slee  ^t  I  love  best ; 

And  hym  thou  hatist,  and  me  next**  156 

Roulond  com  to  the  kinge  A  knelid  fidl  euyn.  Then  BoUnd 

And  said  to  the  king*  with  myld  steuyn : 

''  now,  good  lord,  let  ts  be  in  rest, 

when  euery  man  hathe  said,  do  ye  the  best.  160 

I  will  hold  me  by-hind,  and  y  men  led ;  "  i  inn  land  tb« 

raarguardf 

nd  wiHi  the  rerward,  and  be  tiier  gid. 

but  be  that  lord  god  hat  me  hathe  bought,  «nd  woe  to  him  _ 

°       '  -o     7  wlio  oppoeee  ma."* 

ther  IS  no^r  kinge  ne  knyght  in  my  thought  164 

that  me  defithe,  I  shaH  his  dethe  wirehe, 

And  clef  hym  with  my  brond  dous)  to  his  tetiie. 

ther-f or  It  is  best  I  busk'  me  blif  ,  Deaf  ns,  back] 

when  your  luen  is  furthe,  I  will  beleue."  168 
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Charles  aaks  If      the  kinge  praid  his  princw  eiierychon, 

anyotberofhit      ^^  °    "^       ,..„,,.    , 

knighu  wiu  take    If  enj  man  a  litill  behind  gone 
*  '*"*  with  a  bold  battell,  the  best  fat  he  had, 

till  the  folk*  wer  gone  fat  wer  sad.  172 

bat  th^  are  all      and  they  said  "  nay,  none  oher  wold." 

afraid  and  reAise;     ,  "^     ,  ,      r,  ,  ,     ,, 

for  they  dread  the  then  wer  they  Brdred  lest  fey  dye  shold : 
OiryAyioo.  Gwynylon  was  fals  long*  or  fat  tym, 

for  men  dred  tresson  wher  they  it  finden,  176 

and  thought  on  tresson  f  6r  trist  was  neuer. 

the  kinge  then  was  wrothe  with  fat  answer; 

he  lokid  about  0|i  his  bold  barons  : 

**  Sostir  son,"  he  said,  '^  forsak  thou  f  is  sondts  :       180 . 

I  must  bid  on  my  horse,  behouythe  me  non  of  er. 

mak*  me  a  batelle  for  barons  &  of  69* 

that  wille  abid  in  the  feld  for  wers  or  bott^^ 

let  your  hames  go  be-for,  &  hie  you  aftur,  184 

and  we  will  cum  aftir  when  we  list, 
chariea  Is  vexed,    sistir  SOU,"  Said  the  king*,  '*  sore  I  mystrist ; 
Roland:  let  we  now  leue  till  we  eft  met ; 

ther  is  no  game  ne  gle  in  my  hert  yet.  188 

«*  Half  of  my  men  halfondell  of  my  men  I  the  be-teche, 

I  ffive  yott»** 

For  to  help  the,  fat  no  harm  the  reche." 
"Nay,"  said        "  nay,"  said  Roulond,  **  so  will  I  nought ; 
«•  I  do  not  want  so  why  shuld  SO  many  be  wit^  me  sought )  192 

"uuethaif  of  the  but  of  my  peres,  both  princw  &  dvkis, 
Zr  '^**°  ''*"'  let  them  bid  with  me  in  euery  shouris. 

whUles  me  lastithe  lyf,  ne  shall  ye  lese  man, 
knyjt  in  my  keping*,  ne  knawe  fat  we  han ;  196 

horse  ne  hames,  the  hethyn  shall  not  wyn 
[leaf  884]       whillis  I  may  endur,  by  any  maner  gyn, 
and  dinti^  to  dele  wj't^  good  durmidalle." 
Then  the  And,  whils  this  tale  was  told  in  the  sale,  200 

Donxeperee  went  ^      ,       ,  .,  ^  ^-i  .... 

to  Roland,  vnto  Roulond  then  went  the  prmct^  xij  ; 

Olyuer,  and  Roger,  And  Aubry  hym-selue, 
Richard,  and  Rayner,  that  redy  was  euer, 
tirry,  And  turpyn,  all  redy  wer,  204 
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And  the  good  giliuer,  that  good  was  at  ned^ 

Nemes  and  oper  ii^,  pat  god  be  per  sped  I 

all  they  said  atonys  they  will  to-gedur  hold, 

with  Sir  Eoulond  to  rid  they  wer  bold  :  208 

**  For  he  in  word  and  wert  greuyd  vs  neuer, 

nor  sparid  schewing*  of  sheldt?  for  non  pat  lyuyd  eaer : 

For  dred  of  dethe,  he  hid  nener  his  bed, 

-wiUi  hym  is  worship  euer-mor  in  ded,  212 

ther  men  may  wyn  worship  for  euer." 

Ingeler  And  Oger  stod  vp  ther, 

Archbold  and  amold  pat  gret  wer  holdene, 

Gauter  and  Gaiss6r  &  godfray  the  bolleyn,  216 

barenger,  and  berard^  &  bedwar  the  Strang*, 

the  riche  man  "Bichard  pat  russelen  f  onge, 

Sampson  of  seymer  said  to  charls^ 

[?  A  line  out] 
For  to  weld  all  the  welth  pat  men  myght,  220 

they  wold  no  iurper  go  then  full  right, 
and  leue  lordw  behind  pat  they  louyd  euor : 

[f  A  line  out] 
they  will  hold  with  them  "  till  our  hertis  bled, 
ther  hedis  throughe  helmes  hewen  in-ded,  224 

Our  well  and  worship  to  win  sound, 
yet  will  tutlers  in  toun)  talk*  bound, 
that  we  wer  the  men  pat  Boulond  wold  quell. 

[M  line  out] 
good  Sir,  haue  good  day,  to  god  we  pe  be-teche !      228 
For  we  will  rid  in  the  rout,  Eoulond  to  seche." 
"  I  be-tak*  you  to  crist,"  said  the  kinge  then, 
"  pat  died  on  the  rood,  he  sped  you  euyn  I " 
now  is  roulond  redy  with  his  rout  faire,  232 

For  to  abid  at  a  bank*  wtt/i  barons  thar. 
the  kinge  ridithe  on, — crist  be  his  sped  !— 
and  all  his  lordis  riding*  by  his  sid, 
and  wamyd  them  hou  they  do  shold  ;  236 

he  bad  no  bem  be  so  bold  vpon  mold, 

CHARL.  ROM.  H.  I 


and  Mid  th«7 
would  remain 
Willi  liim. 


Other  knighU 
declared  they 
would  not  leiiTa> 
them  behind. 


[leaf  S84,  back] 
«*  Christ  keep 
you,"  said  tha 
king, 


and  then  be  roda 
to  Roland. 


The  Emperor 
fDrbida  any 
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Mowlnf  Q# 
trump«ti^ 
or  any  wtim. 


Th«Frtn«h  amy 
ttaru  for  Franot 


Ckrynykm  lo  tha 


Vtm  tot  M  toavt 
tha  ChritUana, 
and  tall  of  Iha 


Tha  Saltan 
ordered  hit  man 
to  prepare 
theme^Teeat 
oaoa. 


OeafaBQ 


Thenouna 
AniarU,  Prinoa  of 
Portagal, 


and  aakad  to  be 
ailowad  to  leara 
the  rangnard. 


bugle  to  bloWy  ne  beme  to  soun, 

but  he  the  sairains  se  all  redj  bonne, 

'*  And  he  the  hethjn  se,  and  help  wold  bane,  2 10 

lowd  cast  yp  a  crj^  and  hie  ys  hym  to  sane :" 

and  thej  grauntid  so  for  to  do. 

[/  A  line  atd,] 
the  kinge  lep  on  his  sted,  stint  wold  he  nonghty 
And  euery  man  on  horsbak*  horn  ward  sought ;         244 
Gwynylon  rod  be>for,  and  tho  men  bad 
redely  to  rid,  and  all  the  rout  sad 
wtt^  soft  songif  and  nothing*  glad, 
our  men  ^t  behind  wer,  oder  play  had :  248 

he  must  tak*  bed  ])at  witA  euyll  delithe, 
they  wer  dampnyd  to  dethe,  as  the  bok*  seithe. 
A  mor  sorowfull  day  had  they  neuar : 
Itt  is  wretyn  in  storis  to  remeinbre  eu^.  252 

Here  ridithe  Roulond,  god  be  his  gid ! 
of  our  cristyn  let  vs  ouar  slid. 
And  spek*  of  the  hethyn,  as  the  story  sais, 
that  hathe  spied  the  werkw  of  king*  charls,  256 

hou  he  ridithe  f  urthe,  &  his  men  leuys, 
that  he  wold  fanest  haue  ^  he  leseis. 
then  spek*  the  soudan  &  bad  his  men  bye, 
*^  busk*  you  to  horse  right  hastely ;  260 

tak*  ye  no  trewes,  thoughe  ye  myght, 
for  gift  ne  garison  as  gwynylon  bight, 
blisssid  be  mahoun  !  myche  he  vs  helpithe, 
to-day  we  shall  haue  our  will  right  as  vs  likithe."    2G4 
then  com  per  a  kinge  with  knyghtM  many, — 
he  was  of  the  soudan  kyn  wttA-outon  nay; 
Amaris  he  bight,  pat  many  a  toun)  ought ; 
prince  was  of  portingall,  proud  effc  in  thought ; —    268 
Ynto  the  soudan  he  said  his  wille  : 
"lord,"  he  said,  "  to  you  will  I  tell, 
that  I  may  go  be-for  wit/i  my  noun)  men, 
I  will  say  one  thinge  pat  ye  shall  kene.  272 
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that  1m  might 
•uoouiitar  Roland. 


The  Sultan  cItm 
him  leaT«^ 


and  lie  rooonta, 
and  hastened  off 
with  40,000 
Saracens, 

280  till  they  oame  ap 
with  the 
Christiana. 


Roland  peroelres 
.    them, 
2o4   and  prepares  his 
knights  to  meet 


may  I  met  with  Eonlond  in  eny  stond^ 

I  shall  bet  hys  men  and  hew  hym  to  ground." 

then  said  the  soudon^  "  mahoun  the  blis^ 

And  help  the  ther-to,  ])at  thon  not  myse ! ''  276 

he  lep  ypon  his  sted  &  farthe  did  he  ryd, 

w/tA  xL  thoossond  sairsifis  by  his  sid ; 

ovLer  hillis  and  holtt«  he  hastid  fall  sone, 

vnto  the  tym  to  the  cristyn  |^y  com. 

still  then  he  stod,  and  set  his  knyghtts, 

and  thought  he  had  had  to  few  to  hold  dghtis, 

Koulond  was  war  of  fer  enyll  dedis ; 

he  comandid  barons  by  his  sidz^ ; 

he  armyd  hym  surly  in  Ime  wed, 

And  thought  hym  sure  for  eny  ned. 

his  baners  beten  with  gold  for  the  nonys, 

set  with  diamonditf  &  oj^er  stonys ;  288 

his  kneys  cou^ryd  with  plattlff  many, 

his  tides  thryngid  with  silk*,  as  I  say 

his  Acton  And  ofer  ger  ^t  he  werid, 

[A  Ivie  out.'l 

the  swerd  was  full  good  J^ot  he  ^er  had,  292 

the  hilt  then  he  takithe  surly  And  sad, 

when  that  his  helme  on  his  bed  wer, 

And  his  glovis  gletering  with  gold  wir  ;  Peaf  sss,  bade] 

durimdall  his  swerd  gird  hym  abont,  296 

vfiih  a  schynyng*  sheld  on  his  shuldar  stout :  He  arms  Uroscir, 

ho  tok*  with  hym  his  sper,  and  went  to  his  horse, 

but  lep  on  lightly  wtUi-out  any  fors.  and  leaps  <»  ua 

th^n  euery  cristyn  knyght  vnto  o}^r  said :  300 

''  It  is  fair,  Eoulond  to  folow  in  a  braid ; 

he  may  boldly  abid,  \ai  hathe  siche  a  lord.'' 

**  now  wise  vs  crist !  **  quod  Eoulond,  "  one  word ; 

we  be  feUos  and  frendt^,  god  be  our  gid ;  304 

we  be  stad  in  a  place  a  stound  to  abid, 

Amonge  medos,  and  moris,  &  euyll  banktV, 

And  roches  roughe,  and  wodfV  full  of  bestM, 

I  2 


Well  might  mea 
bebdd, 

whofnUowedsoch 
aleaderl 


Roland  tella  them 
that  thej  are  in 
great  danger. 
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bet^  for  hirdis  to  bred,  pen  men  in  to  won,  308 

or  wild  woUves  for  to  walk*  in  sone. 
""utio"*^         It  ia  good  to  b©  wise  in  ded  and  in  thought. 
iMCftOM  of  If  Gwynylon  tressour  haue  tak*.  &  treson  wrought, 

Gwynylon'a  ''    ''  '  ^      ' 

irMKm.  And  to  the  soudan  sold  vs,  as  It  semyd  best,  313 

he  may  the  haue  ts  euyn  as  they  lest, 
And  we  vn-wamyd  fer-of  in  this  tid. 

Haih«n  sendi  Sir  but  go  furthe,  sir  gaut^,  god  be  your  gid, 

wuh  10,000  men,    and  X  W  talC  of  our  men ;  316 

toiookoatahMd.  go  down  by  yonder  dif  and  Ink*  fen, 
If  eny  hethyn  be  J>er  to  wirche  vs  wo ; 
and  we  will  cum  to  you  asson  as  we  may, 
for  to  go  pat  way :  and  eu^y  man  kep  oper,  320 

And  we  may  son  help  yf  we  fink*  myst^\" 

Sir  ctautor  goM>     now  is  gaut^  dight  as  Eoulond  hym  bad ; 
And  his  sheld  and  his  brond  he  had  : 
he  Bhskis  down  by  a  schaw  and  his  men  right,         324 
And  luki($  on  euary  sid  and  se  no  wight : 

«nd  discoTcrs  the   he  Tod  f urthe  in  an  holt,  by  an  hore  bank*, 

Saracens  in  the  , 

▼aii^  below.        he  se  in  the  vale  wher  an  ost  stant. 

Deaf  886]        W/t/i  bright  sheldw  and  schaftw  in  bond.  328 

then  wer  they  wild  in  per  werki^  to  found, 

to  Fight  or  to  fall  they  wist  non  oper. 
Amaris  with  hie    Amaris  bad  hys  men  sped  hem  thedir : 

men  chargee  the 

French.  "  go  ye  forthe  proudly,  &  her  you  bold."  332 

A  fearftii  atruggte  A  wondur  sore  mettinge  men  myght  be-hold, 

eDioee.  -r    t     •» 

what  man  It  had  sene  me^'vell  to  tell ; 
hou  wondirly  on  they  set  with  dintw  feUe ; 
speris  to-brast  and  in  pec7>  flowen,  336 

swerd^  swedyrd  out  Sc  laid  hem  doun ; 
the  blod  out  at  brestiff,  the  brayn  at  the  hedys, 
lymmys  went  A-sundir  and  lost  ther  stedz.9. 
The  Chrietiant      the  cristyn  wer  he-set  and  coueryd  nought  340 

are  snrroonded, 

batdonotffive     many  sait*8ins  that  tid  to  the  erthe  sought 
'^*  or  our  folk  wer  feld,  and  the  feld  endid. 

that  day  sir  g&nter  many  on  woundid, 
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till  his  bed  was  hurt,  &  hir  brest  brok^ 

tbat  be  se  on  no  sid  socour  ne  belp : 

but  tbe  betbyn  euer  bew  bym  vpon. 

tben  be  smot  bis  sted  on  tbe  bill  son, 

many  on  folowed,  yet  it  vailid  nougbt ; 

be  riditbe  weping*  away  And  bis  feles  songbt. 

but  cristw  wilUs  ne  wer  in  |>at  ilkey  stond, 

tbat  ener  be  sbnld  suffur  so  many  a  wound. 

And  It  wer  not  to  warn  bis  felos  all, 

be  bad  leuer  to  dy  tben  so  sbuld  be-fall ; 

be  rod  vp  by  a  bank<  bleding*  full  sore. 

And  se  Roulond  rid,  a  Eout  bym  be-for, 

and  old  Roger  bebynd  pat  yet  fled  neuer : 

tben  be  kest  yp  a  cry,  and  callitbe  bem  euer : 

"  crist  tbe  red,  roulond,  &  J)*  rout  son, 

for  I  baue  lost  pat  I  had,  but  mynselue  alone. 

as  I  went  witfi-ont  folkis  Talis  to  secbe, 

we  wer  be-set  about :  pe  deuyU  bem  feche ! 

they  baue  slayn  my  fellos  full  bold ; 

tbat  I  wer  on  tbem  veugid,  god  it  wold  1 

but  now  I  know  bou  pat  It  wend/«, 

I  wold  foulis  bad  ete  me,  so  I  wer  at  my  end* 

gwynylon  batbe  vs  gilid,  I  may  say  now ; 

tbat  euer  be  was  bom,  a  tratur  to  prove ! " 

tber  was  weping*  and  wailling*  of  knygbt<>, 

momynge  and  menyng*  of  all  oper  wightzV. 

tbougbe  Eoulond  rew  pat  rese,  be  red  rem  all : 

*^  lordifl,  leue  tbis  sorow ;  belp  it  ne  sball. 

tbougbe  we  dye  for  sorow,  It  valitbe  nougbt ; 

And  in  beuyn  be  per  souIib  wit^-outon  tbougbt ! 

let  Ys  spek*,  and  sped  our  tyme, 

let  our  bertt«  be  bie,  and  to-gedir  rynn, 

tbat  no  betbyn  bound  of  our  men  wyn, 

but  be  by  it  with  blod,  bis  brest  witA-in, 

For  men  will  tell  cbarls  tbis  full  sone, 

wben  we  baue  slayn  tbe  fals,  &  tbe  feld  won.** 


344   SirOaaterU 
wounded* 


and  flies  bade  t» 


348 


352 


366 


and  warns  him 
bow  ha  has  bsaa 
attackad, 

S60     P^^SSO^baek] 


^64 


and  batrayad  bj 
Gwynylon. 

368   The  Frsndi  wasp 
and  lament. 


372 


RoUnd  tries  to 
enoooragt  tbem. 


376 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


118      THE   FRKXCH   KNIQHTS   AOCUSI  OWTNTLON   OP  TBBACHKRT. 


MMawhilt 
QuurlM,  akroMd 
■itb«loi« 
abMnMoCbli 
knights, 

ftraMnBiMn  bis 


Cis«rn73 

HislonU 
ftoeoss  Gvynyloii 
of  hsTlng 
bstrajr«<l  ^">. 


CNrynylonli 
Indifmnt, 


and  disllengss 
any  of  the 
knights. 


now  of  thes  lordi^  rest  we  a  whill,  380 

And  spek*  we  of  king*  cbarlis  ^ns  many  A  mylle. 

"  hou  may  this  chaunce  be,''  said  charls  the  strong*, 

**  that  my  good  kuyghttf  abiden  so  long*! 

now  may  I  dred  fat  I  diemyd  this  nyght,  384 

hou  A  bore  bet  me  and  my  brond  bright. 

And  my  spere  spild,  and  my  sped  failid. 

I  tok*  it  to  Roulond  &  he  hem  sailid, 

then  is  my  lyf  lorn  for  euer,  388 

&  or  it  dawen  the  day,  his  shuld  for  eoer, 

I  wold  ^t  I  wer  dolayn  in  day." 

and  all  the  barons  to  hym  gan  say : 

*'  lord,  we  will  wit  what  shall  be-tid.  392 

If  gwynylon  haue  done  tresson  wild 

he  bathe  7S  all  sol(),  who  so  tell  durst ; 

but  ye  ar  betraid,  we  nedt9  say  must, 

ye  trist  no  trew  men  )Kit  tellis  you  right ;  396 

whoo  tellis  you  sothe,  gothe  out  of  sight 

he  bathe  found  way  to  fell  ts  to  grourid, 

and  hathe  brewid  bale  in  this  ilkay  stound ; 

and  that  may  sore  lew  many  of  your  knyghtw."      400 

then  was  gwynylon  wrothe  anon  rightts, 

he  kest  yp  his  browes  &  blenchi(}  his  eye ; 

he  com  be-for  the  kyng*  &  his  kyn  many, 

markitf  and  melon  and  milo  ^  proud,  404 

henlref  the  hardy  in  his  wed  good, 

And  zv  mo  of  that  fals  kind. 

[A  line  out.] 
gwynylon  kest  his  gloue  be-for  hem  all : 
"  saueng*  you,  my  lord,  non  spar  I  shall ;  408 

he  that  saithe  I  am  tretour.  And  tok*  of  }e  hethyn 
horse,  or  hames,  or  eny  other  thing*, 
broche,  or  bessant,  eny  harm  to  done ; 
I  will  fight  with  hym,  &  pr^ue  hym  fels  sone,  412 

shall  neuer  hors  here  me  of  ])is  place, 
till  I  be  on  hym  vengid  fat  ^us  said  has." 
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tlius  said  be  to  the  king*  stonding^  hym  be  sidf  : 
"  be  tbat  wold  work*  well,  wrothe  bym  be-ti<J. 
ypon  almygbtj  god  I  put  this  full  right, 
tbat  I  to  the  soudan  nothing*  be-bigbt, 
but  for  to  say  the  sothe  in  this  ilk*  stoufid, 
your  knygbtt^  be-bind  baue  som  bores  fond, 
or  Among  the  bolti!9  I-berd  ryll  som  berti.9 ; 
then  will  Eoulond  rid  among*  the  cleves ; 
be  will  fell  of  the  Fattest,  &  you  flescbe  bring* ; 
ye  know  fat  be  louytbe  well  hunting*, 
be  will  do  bis  will  thougbe  it  to  barm  turn. 
For  this  tbinge  ye  ned  no  thing*  to  mom, 
For  barme  of  betben  ne  dred  you  nener" 
the  kinge  did  stint  bis  strif*  ])en  for  eu^, 
and  gotbe  Wit/t  bis  men  throughe  the  toufl, 
and  made  accordment  betwen  hem  boun. 
many  a  sore  sighe  went  to  bis  bert. 
the  kinge  is  to  Gardoile  wit/i  care  &  smert ; 
of  bym  no  mor  I  tell,  but  turn  to  bis  knyjt/jr, 
bou  they  rod  to-gedur  in  counsall  rigbte. 
som  bad  Eoulond  to  blow  aftur  socour, 
And  som  bad  bym  bid  of  bis  blast  lengour, 
and  be  redy  to  fight,  for  fle  they  nylle. 
off  the  betben  boundt9  berkyn  me  till, 
bou  they  wickidly  wrought  then  be-dene ; 
many  a  wilfuU  word  went  hem  betwene. 
the  soudan  bathe  semblid  bis  men  all, 
And  they  be  redy,  what  so  euer  be-fall, 
men  myght  se  ther  ostt^  in  the  feldti^  ])er : 
XX  batelles  andd  all  in  bright  gere, 
wtVi  sbeld  and  sper  scbynyng*  bright ; 
and  XX  crounyd  kingt^  among*  hem  right, 
eueryche  of  them  recbar  then  other, 
the  soudan  folowed  one  after  anoj^er. 
the  sory  mad  roahoim  tbat  they  roost  louyd, 
to  bym  all  lowtyd,  and  he  on  bight  bovid, 


416   daeUnMhelMd 
received  noUiinff 


420   "  Roland,"  h« 

*'  has  gone  after 
•ome  wild  boMT, 
ordeerj 


424   he  la  80  fond  of 
hunting, 
[leaf  »f7,  back] 


and  the  king  need 
not  be  alarmed." 


42d   Charles  reoQodlee 


432   and  In  anxiety 
goes  to  Gardoile. 


Roland  and  his 
oompaiiioiis  are 
436   divided  in 
oonnsei. 


440 


The  Saracens  are 
all  asaembled ; 


444   twenty  battalions 
of  them, 

and  twenty  kings 


448   followed  the 
Saltan 
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irithonftultd 
lianntn. 


Araarit  meets  the 
SulUui, 


and  aalutee  him 
merrily : 


£leaf«8] 


telU  him  how  he 
hae  slain  all  tlie 
French  save  one. 


and  asks  for 

eleven  kings 
and  their  men 
help  to  attack  the 
rest  of  the 
Christians, 


The  Sultan 


and  he  picks  out 
tiie  best  he  can 
And. 


and  praid  hym  that  be  hem  wische  wold. 

they  splayd  bandy's,  for  men  se  it  sholcl.  452 

the  feld  shone  bright^  that  men  myght  behold^ 

It  was  wonder  of  the  soudan  so  bold. 

It  was  in  ouery  manys  ere,  &  not  to  seche. 

thus  rid  they  f urthe :  to  the  deuyll  I  hem  teche !    456 

myche  harm  was  done  by  the  dais  end. 

with  that,  Amarys  met  with  the  soudan  hend, 

wzt/i  his  gret  rout  riding*  out  of  toun) ; 

then  he  stintid  his  sted  &  stod  still  sons,  460 

and  gret  hym  merely  with  good  wiH 

**  lord  mahoun)  saue  the,  and  kep  the  from  euyll, 

that  thou  lese  no  man  ne  lond  per  thou  weudt^ ! 

Mahoun)  the  saue  and  the  defifendi«,  464 

but  I  haue  feller  then  I  be-for  had. 

som  I  met  of  ther  men,  they  be  not  mad, 

X  Mt  by  taile  ther  lyues  did  sell ; 

^  them  escapid  but  on,  as  I  you  tell,  468 

and  wondid  he  was,  I  tell  you  sothe. 

per-foT  he  ys  bold,  and  to  batele  gothe. 

I  tell  the  flour  of  f raunce  feld  to  ground, 

ye  ned  nothinge  dred  in  this  stound  472 

that  euer  cristyn  kinge  thy  croun)  shall  were, 

but  I  am  thy  sistir  son,  and  next  the  ther. 

For  all  my  labur,  yef  me  no  mor 

but  xj  gret  kingw  to  go  be-for,  476 

with  the  best  men  they  brought  of  touD) : 

that  we  may  go  be-for,  sauf  &  soune, 

or  they  with  ther  host  cum  vs  about. 

And  yf  eny  man  lese,  let  me  lout  480 

but  I  haue  a  G  of  them  for  one  of  myn.*' 

the  soudan  tok*  hym  his  glove,  &  rod  by  hym, 

biddithe  chese  of  his  men  the  best  pat  he  wold. 

And  he  tok«  of  the  best  that  bene  bold  :  484 

Causaryne,  that  was  fals,  formest  of  all, 

Corsabran,  the  curssid,  kenyst  in  halle. 
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the  bold  barbaryu  is  set  on  his  sted, 

liouys  and  lauris,  grefc  kingt^  inded,  488 

keston  of  calem,  and  cokard  his  brod^, 

Tauberd  and  tampryn,  sonyst  off  oper : 

they  say  to  the  sovdan  in  the  sam  stevyn : 

**  now  we  be  redy  to  rid  furthe  euyn,  492 

to  go  in-to  the  forward  to  jest  vs  awhile : 

For  duk*  Koulond  he  is  fell, 

but  eu^ry  pece  of  his  hames  be  Asond^  rent. 

And  he  feld  on  the  feld,  and  also  schent ;  496 

as  longe  as  thou  leuyst,  trist  vs  neuer 

If  we  in  this  matar  do  not  our  deuour/' 

It  botes  not  to  abid :  full  sone 

the  soudan  tok*  his  leue  anon.  500 

An  C  thoussahd  of  good  men 

wer  dressid  in  ther  hames  then, 

"with  proud  synes  of  silk*  lifte  on  loft. 

Amaris  be-for  hem  myghtily  sought, 

cryethe  vpon  mauhoun  with  mody  steuyn : — 

curse  hym,  crist,  that  sittt9  in  heuyn ! — 

hemes  and  bugles  blew  full  many, 

that  all  the  daile  and  doun)  dynnyd  truly. 

And  help  Roulondes  ost,  he  fat  heuyn  weldw  ! 

a  dredfuU  tym  haue  they  vnder  ther  sheldw. 

Olyu^r  of  that  host  out  from  his  frendis 

Is  redyn  to  a  roche  A  litiU  ther  hendt^ ; 

he  saw  to  Saragos  the  sairsins  all, — 

A  curssed  forward,  and  fight  they  shall : — 

he  tumyd  his  sted,  and  taried  no  longer, 

for  to  tell  his  felos  to  be  the  strenger ;  516 

to  Roulond  and  Eichard,  &  Rayner  his  brod^, 

Ingler  and  Aubry,  and  ek"  aU  J)e  o\>er : 

"  lordingfc*,  mak*  you  redy.  And  well  on  set ; 

the  hole  hethyn  host  hastithe  you  to  met ;  520 

not  fully  iiij  furlong*  is  you  betwen ; 

fer-for  luk*  lightly  what  is  best  to  done, 


The  twelve  klngi 
ann, 


and  TOW  venge- 
ance on  Roland. 


Deaf  S88,  back] 
Amaris  leads 
100,000  £ 


5t)4 


508 

Now  God  help 
Roland  and  his 
men! 

Oliver  rldee 
forward  and  aeea 
512    the  Saracens. 


He  returna  and 
tells  his  com- 
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to  Abid  boldly,  or  els  for  to  turn ; 
the  gile  of  gwynylon  will  mak*  ts  to  mom  524 

bat  crist  vs  send  socour  betym. 
H«flDn«totiMi    but  wer  It  thy  will,  Boolond,  then, 

Roland  thoold  ^        *-»  «>         -> 

Wow  kb  horn  for  thy  bugle  to  blow  on  this  bent  sid 

that  king*  charls  myght  her  it  this  tid ;  528 

that  we  be  sore  be-set,  son  will  he  know  ; 

we  may  fight  with  yonder  host,  as  I  trow, 

till  he  be  couerd  and  com  to  this  bank* ; 

And  our  men  wer  here,  god  wold  I  thank*  532 

thoughe  ther  wer  siche  ten,  I  tell  you  by-dene." 

•*  abid,"  quod  Eoulond,  "  and  siche  wordiff  blyn  I 

Olyu^r  art  thou  aferd  of  this  sight !  *' 

[Apparently  a  line  <nU,]  536 

"  I  se  my  scheld  shyn  hole,  no  pectin  out : 
PMf  S8»]       Thy  helme  and  thy  hauberk*  witA-outon  dout. 
but  our  aray  be  brok,  tym  it  wer 
aftur  help  to  blow,  now  I  the  swer.  540 

many  A  hundred  shall  fall  )Kit  now  hie  bene, 
or  we  flee  from  this  feld,  I  wene. 
but  now  rid  we  furthe,  and  no  rest  mak*. 
And  let  the  king*  of  heuyn  bed  to  vs  tak*."  544 

AU  the  French      then  all  princw  praid  bat  ther  houyd, 

niront  beg  Roland 

to  Wow  bin  horn    his  bugle  to  blow,  they  hym  wowid  : 

for  help 

**  for  know  ye  right  well  it  is  vs  on  bond, 
the  hole  hethyn  ost  is  ny,  I  vndirstond.  548 

before  it  u  too      when  we  be  laid  low,  to  lat  It  wer 

late.  ' 

eny  help  to  haue  but  of  heuyn  feyr. 

but  for  dred  of  dethe,  do  thou  it  neu^r, 

but  for  our  lordw  loue,  J)at  is  god  euea*.  552 

If  we  dye  here,  his  bails  is  the  mor : 

I  tell  my  lyf-tym  then  is  for-lore. 

he  may  walk*  homward  with  hert  rew, 

loue  his  bed  well  ou^r  course,  556 

shall  he  neuer  frenchmen  out  of  frauns  led." 

then  was  this  man  wrothe  in-ded, 
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And  to  tbem  said  he  tlier : 

'•  ye  knyghtw,  for  shame  shon  ye  neuer.  560 

haue  ye  broken  eny  bone,  or  eny  harm  tid  1 

may  ye  schew  in  your  sbeld  eny  strokw  wid  ! 

Is  not  your  compony  hole  as  they  come  1 

Flee  fast  fat  is  afford,  ))at  he  wer  at  home ;  564 

I  will  fight  with  them  that  ts  bathe  sought 

And  or  I  se  my  brest  blod  throughe  my  hames  ryn 

blow  neuer  horn  for  no  help  then.'' 

when  they  yndirstod  hou  he  ne  wold  568 

for  to  blow  his  horn  for  no  socour  bol<iy 

they  tok*  hem  comfort,  And  said  full  bye : 

**  now  curssid  be  he  that  hens  will  flye, 

or  eny  fot  this  day  fley  of  the  feld :  572 

but  der  sell  our  dethe,  as  I  dem  sbeld. 

let  it  be  sene  hou  the  king*  ts  louyd, 

fast  hew  on  them  pat  vs  bathe  harmyd ; 

the  dais  dawithe  on  hie ;  we  bid  to  long*.  576 

In  cristis  name  let  vs  furthe  fonge." 

while  the  knyghtts  Boun)^  risithe  the  soun ; 

the  day  was  faire,  the  clowdur  be  roun, 

dew  diskid  adoun  and  dymmyd  the  floures,  580 

And  foulis  rose  and  song*  fuU  Amorous. 

ther  did  no  wind  blow,  but  wedir  full  stilL 

turpyn  armyd  hym-selue  at  his  own  wille, 

dothe  wisly  mese  be-for  them  on  mold :  584 

offred  them  eu^rychon  a  quantite  of  gold. 

when  messe  was  done,  he  blissid  hem  sound : 

criste  them  kep  in  thys  ilk  a  stound ! 

and  ther  was  a  sore  metyng*  hem  betwene.  588 

"  lordingi«,"  said  Roulond,  *^  rusche  you  be-dene^ 

till  I  haue  ben  at  the  soudan  and  cum  agayn. 

I  will  the  se  my-selue  and  that  anon." 

he  se  the  soudans  men  wtt^  myrthes  enow,  592 

Four  myle  on  mold  markid,  I  trowe. 

And  y.  myle  also  they  wer  in  lengbt. 


Roland  rebukea 
them  and  reAuea 
to  oall  for  balp. 


The  knlghta 
•waartoitandbj 


Dear  S80,  bade] 

The  day  breaks, 
&lrandatUL 


Turpin  celebrates 


and  blasses  tltem. 


The  Saracens 
oover  fO  sqnara 
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ROLAND  OHBBBS  HIS  OOlfFANIONS  ON  TO  THE  FIGHT. 


Roland  reoogniaM  the  soudan  86  theitt  in  his  own  strenght ; 

the  Sultan. 

he  knew  by  his  geion  and  his  sheld  also, 


596 


He  ofbra  up  a 
prayer  for  their 
•ucceea. 


a  liche  dragon  of  gold  do  ther  into, 
that  lewes  the  erle  and  grevis  his  hert, 
1  ?Ms.  w«.      sore  wepithe  for  wo^  and  ek*  for  smert : 

not  for  his  own)  sak  he  soghed  often,  600 

hut  for  his  fellichip  pat  he  most  louyden. 
but  yet  wist  he  well  eche  wried  oper. 
then  sprong*  the  day  eche  myght  se  other  ; 
then  the  knyght  on  his  kneys  fallis,  604 

he  kest  a  carfull  cry,  and  this  sais : 
"  now,  almyghty  lord,  wise  vs  the  best, 
that  mad  heuyn  and  erthe  Ss  man  for  to  rest, 
our  soulis  to-day  to  send  to  thy  blise  riche.  608 

we  will  not  escap,  and  som  will  we  seche 
or  I  of  this  ground  go,  &  the  gost  yelcl. 
ther  shall  no  hethyn  hound  pat  I  met  -with  sheld 
Aftur  this  at  horn  on  hie  on  his  benche  612 

but  he  fight  right  fell,  but  som  I  will  teche. 
thoughe  euery  fre  wer  aferid,  fle  will  we  neuer." 
[learsMj       vriih  that  he  tok^  his  stec)  and  tarried  no  lenger, 

And  rod  toward  the  rout,  and  ruthe  in  his  hert.       616 

with  that  anon  he  f  urthe  stert, 

then  se  the  host  that  he  comon  wer, 

all  the  barons  be  bown)  to  met  hem  per : 

"  here  the  kinge  left  vs,  pat  brought  vs  fro  home,    620 

for  gilis  of  gwynylon  pat  gif tw  hathe  fong*, 

and  to  the  soudan  vs  sold — ^the  deuyU  hym  hong<  !^ 

but  euery  knyght  be  kene,  &  comfort  other, 

fifor  this  day  shall  we  dy,  and  go  no  further,  624 

but  we  shall  supe  ther  seintw  be  many. 

And  crist  soulis  fedithe,  this  is  no  nay. 

Think*  he  suflfrid  for  vs  paynes  sore, 
we  shall  wrek*  hem  wit^  wepins  per  for,  628 

or  that  I  dye,  he  that  durmidall  wynnythe, 
« MS.  ayne.      or  he  her  it  from  me  his  eyne^  not  seithe 


He  cheers  hie] 
oompanions. 
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be  shall  tell  in  the  town,  who  the  tale  heris, 

that  it  is  correct,  for  tean  of  his  eyres."  632 

olyuer,  and  Roger,  and  other  fulle  many, 

Ingler,  and  amold,  of  the  peres,  I  say, 

pressen  to  the  prince  in  f er  palle  wedw. 

when  they  hem  sene,  said  thes  wordis :  636 

"  why  rewes  thou,  roulond,  is  this  rew  tid  I 

wit  it  thy  nown  werk,  y  dedw  did  gid ! 

thou  myght  help  vs  -with  an  horn  blast. 

let  on,  prik*  out,  and  not  to  rid  fast,  640 

so  shall  they  be  fellid,  yf  they  fendw  wer." 

ther  was  no  mo  wordt^  with  hem  ther, 

they  tok*  ther  speres — sped  them  our  lord  ! 

when  the  hethyn  se  the  cristyn  at  a  word,  644 

with  an  euyll  skill  shon  they  nought, 

curssid  catifis  com  them  about. 

"  let  vs  now  our  men  meUe  to-gedur, 

80  help  me,  heuyn  kinge,  fat  I  com  hedur  648 

to  do  you  as  myche  anger  as  ye  may  sufFre. 

shall  none  of  you  mak*  your  rose  or  ye  go  fnryre, 

that  euyr  ye  a  cristyn  knyght  knew  in  his  lyf*." 

amaris  be-for  hem  comythe  blif*,  652 

smertly  wtt^  a  sper  comythe  out  sone, 

toward?^  the  cristyn,  cryinge  Anon : 

**  wher  art  thou,  Roulond,  leder  of  charles  1 

thy  lay  is  fab,  and  also  thy  lordes.  656 

but  I  shall  lem  the  a  play  shall  lik*  fe  full  il[l]e." 

Roulond  tok*  a  sper,  and  wrought  his  will, 

ran  to  that  fals  kinge  with  a  Fell  dynt, 

throughe  sheld  and  body  the  sper  went,  660 

at  the  bone  of  the  bak*,  the  banar  schewid. 

the  kinge  fell  doun  that  he  neuer  sterrid. 

"  thy  soule,**  said  Roulond,  "  to  satanas  I  be-teche ! 

thou  shalt  neuer  greve  man  fat  to  god  will  seche/'  664 

Roulond  tumythe  agayn  to  his  peris, 

and  ledithe  the  king*  horse  to  his  feris. 


Oliver  and  others 
say  Roland  is  to 


blame  for  not 
blowing  for  help. 


Amaris  rides  oot 
In  front  and 
challenges 
Roland, 
[leaf  S90,  back] 


who  mns  him 
through  with  his 
spear. 
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Faaceron,  th« 
Saltan's  brother, 


Sonabmnby 
Richard, 


be  that  is  many  one  his  dethe  to  quyt 

Fauceron  be-for  he  rod  full  tit,  668 

was  the  soudans  breder,  but  [stynt]  he  ne  wold 

but  bent  a  good  sper,  &  furthe  he  wold. 

A  brod  sheld  and  a  bright  bround  well  set. 

And  olyu^  right  sone  wtt^  hym  met ;  672 

b  iioin  by  ouv«p,  sprouge  toward  hym  and  smot  hym  sore, 

p  A  line  missing,] 

throughe  the  body  ran  the  launce. 

the  kinge  bod  no  leng^r,  but  fell  wtt/t  distans*; 

all  his  ded  wer  done ;  did  he  no  mor.  676 

our  knyght  caught  hys  sper  vp  thor, 

wttA-out  hurt  or  harm  bathe  his  sted  won. 

sorsabran  then  comythe  on  sone, 

he  purposithe  ther  to  abid  680 

liichard  red  hym  full  euyn  that  tid, 

And  y  ribbis  he  rof  on  his  right  sid  : 

sou  went  the  knyght  to  the  ground. 

he  braid  to  the  bridill  &  tok«  fe  horse  round,  684 

wtt^-outon  wem  or  wound  went  to  his  sted. 
and  BarbariM  by   witA  that  com  barbarins  f urthe-witA  in-ded, 

galy  dressid  in  gold  and  in  stonys. 

Nemys  neghed  hym  ner  for  f e  nonys,  688 

he  brek*  his  sheld,  and  bar  hym  to  the  hert, 

that  the  leuer  out  lep,  he  myght  not  asteit. 

bothe  str^ht  ded  the  horse  and  his  selue 
[Apparently  a  line  missing,] 

It  likid  hym  not  ther  dyed  so  many,  692 

that  none  of  them  had  grace  agayn  hem  to  wyn. 

herd  bukiles  his  helme,  and  gothe  out  sone, 

spedis  hym  fast  on  his  horse  anon. 

be  that  is  berard  redy  in  his  bright  wed,  696 

spedithe  hym  smertly  And  sparithe  no  led : 

throughe  helme  and  hed  smy  tithe  hem  bothe 

that  his  brayn  out  brast  ther  in  sothe. 

the  kinge  was  in  swon)  pen  full  sone,  700 


PaafS^l] 


Anoilier  Saracen 
duirges  Berard, 

bat  fa  hfmMir 
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fell  doun  to  the  erthe  at  the  last. 

our  knyght  tok*  his  sper,  and  on  his  shuld^  cast, 

the  horse  and  the  baner  he  brought  blyf", 

And  stondithe  ther  he  stod  wM-ont  wem  ali^, 

Kastor  of  callem  for  to  preue  his  strenght, 

on  his  sted  is  still  with  a  sper  in  lenght ; 

on  a  comly  coat^  couerjd  full  sought, 

of  blak»  dragons  blod  was  the  ble  wrought : 

thre  garlondi^  of  gold  that  gome  beris, 

bothe  croun)  and  orest  on  his  hed  ys, 

As  all  the  feld  wer  fyer,  yt  semyd  by  the  son. 

he  wenythe  that  eche  man  wer  ferd  of  hym, 

bothe  man  and  horse  that  he  on  bent  found. 

but  Rog^,  the  old  Erie,  sone  out  throng*, 

And  met  hym  myghtely  amydis  the  place, 

that  alto-scheuered  the  scheld  that  he  base, 

throughe  the  hawberk*  and  the  hert  bothe. 

the  horse  bak*  brak^,  &  fell  doun  in  sothe, 

then  neuer  stirrid  horse  ne  man. 

but  ther  was  gret  cry  among*  hem  than  : 

As  they  wold  out  of  wit,  they  wept  fat  tid. 

our  knyght  com  agayn  vrith  Joy  &  prid, 

heuyn  king*  they  thankid  and  hovon  to-geder. 

siche  care  had  colkard  for  castor  his  broder, 

he  will  out  of  his  wit  but  he  awrek*  hym  myght. 

he  went  to  the  feld  pen  full  right, 

bad  a  knyght  cum  and  kithe  his  strenght. 

then  glidis  furthe  geliuer  wiHi  sper  in  lenght 

then  euery  of  them  brest  vpou  other, 

that  per  stedes  stakered  right  euyn  per. 

when  they  had  so  don,  swerdts  out  thoy  bent, 

gaue  many  a  wound  and  many  a  sore  dent. 

so  greuyd  is  giliuer  then  in  his  hert, 

his  hand  he  heuyd  on  bight,  and  smot  smert, 

his  shuld^r  smot  he  quyt  asundur, 

rent  out  the  rigbon,  it  was  no  wond?«r. 


704 


708 


KMtorofCaUern* 
[1  MS.  oftto] 

a  prood  Sanoeii, 


712 


716   ii  slain  by  Roger. 


'20 


724   Colkard  c 

forward  to  avenga 
hit  brother. 


728   but  Is  hlmMir 

killed  by  Geliver. 
[leaf  391,  back] 


r32 


736 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


128 


BOLAND   AND   OLIVER  PERFORM   PRODIGIES   OP  VALOUR. 


Roland  plcln  oat 
the  king  of 
Criklwid  and 
■lays  him. 


OliTer  perfonna 
prodiglea  of 
valour. 


He  Jolna  Roland 
and  cheers  on  hts 


[iMftM] 


but  or  he  went  away,  sothe  to  sayn, 

ther  com  other  folkw  full  myghty  of  mayn ; 

they  wend  to  a-feld  the  frenche  bedene. 

Roulond  rod  furthe,  he  wold  not  rest,  I  wene  ;        740 

he  sawe  wher  a  sairsyn  seche  hym  wol<), 

kinge  was  of  criklond,  crounyd  wiUi  gold. 

In  he  ridithe  full  fast  hym  againste ; 

he  smot  throughe  sheld  and  man  almost^  744 

that  man  and  horse  on  the  hethe  felL 

then  he  nemythe  "  mon  loy  ! "  full  still, 

he  drawithe  out  his  swerd,  and  swappithe  hym  about. 

helmes  And  hedes  he  hewithe  of  stout,^ 

he  hewithe  doun  hethyn  men  full  many.^  748 

ther  ys  no  man  Alyf  may  [say]  sothly 

that  euer  eny  man  sley  so  many» 

many  one  he  fellid  to  his  foot  as  he  went.  752 

the  soudan  son^  margaris,  he  gaue  A  dent^ 

And  olyucr  he  smot  then  verament ; 

he  brek*  the  scheld  and  the  bord  Eyves  ; 

of  the  hethyn  hound  no  harm  he  reches,  756 

Olyucr  in  that  hete  hyethe  hym  fast. 

And  bar  hym  throughe  the  bak*  at  the  last : 

bothe  man  and  horse  he  fellid  to  the  ground. 

he  ridis  to  Koulond,  his  broder,  that  stound.  760 

he  strikiff  fulle  sternly  strokw  full  many, 

And  he  criethe  to  the  cristyn,  "  be  manly !  '* 

they  went  to  sadly,  And  set  pet^  dyntw 

In  the  worship  of  hym  that  fedithe  seintt>.  764 

then  they  to-gedur  wit^  a  sad  will, 

Schafte«  scheuo'ed,  and  scheldis  did  spille, 

[-4  line  oui,] 
riche  thingw  to-rof,  rest  they  ne  wold, 
hewen  helmes,  and  cleve  Scheldt^,  pat  stound.  768 

stedes  in  that  stound  strechid  to  ground, 
so  herd  hurtlinge  in  ost  men  herd  neuer : 

'  In  the  MB.  these  lines  are  transposed* 
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80  stronge  was  that  stour  they  fought  euer. 

It  lastid  so  longe  that  lothed  pern  sertajUf  772 

men  wer  wery,  wepons  to-breston  : 

bonys  y-brok*  and  bemys  I-sweld? ; 

the  hethin  in  that  host  happid  euylle. 

be  that  it  was  prym,  the.prese  wex  ille ;  776 

ther  was  of  xg  Idngis,  but  y  alyf, 

yet  woundid  they  wer,  vnnythe  they  lif" : 

they  wer  sory  that  euer  cristyn  shuld  abii 

Eoulond  put  yp  his  helm  that  tid,  780 

he  se  wher  a  rout  of  knyghti^  cnm  full  bold, 

z  hundrethe  hethen  men  hid  hem  wold. 

then  he  tok*  his  sted,  and  met  them  sone. 

Aftiir  foUowid  olyuer  and  other  many  one,  784 

bad  hem  smertly  tume,  and  tak*  siche  dole^ 

what-euer  by-tid,  to  lern  play  of  scola 

they  drewe  out  swerdw,  and  bete  the  hethyn, 

riche  helmes  to-Rof,  and  basenetis  brestyn.  788 

the  men  that  Eoulond  slowghe,  who  so  right  tellis, 

It  is  wondir  ther-of,  sothe  to  mellis ; 

or  els  of  Bir  olyucr,  in  eny  manys  tym 

was  neuer  so  many  slayne  by  o  manys  syne.  792 

when  he  had  spend  his  spere,  &  sparythe  nought, 

but  laid  on  whils  the  lyf  last  mought ; 

and  aftur  tok*  An  hauchler,  and  hewid  fast, 

whom  he  raught  in  the  rout,  his  lif  last.  796 

be  that  neghed  ner  none  in  the  dais  space, 

ther  was  no  man  left  in  pat  place ; 

sairsyn  ynder  the  son,  pat  no  man  se  myght 

eny  wepyn  weld  to  strik*  aright,  800 

nor  stir  of  the  place  per  pat  they  layn. 

Eoulond  criethe,  "  Mont*  loy,"  sothe  to  sayn. 

they  sek*  hym  on  euery  sid,  &  com  hyiu  agayn. 

by  all  men  wer  sought,  I  tell  you  sertayn ;  804 

ther  wantid  no  man  nought  that  they  wit  myght. 

"lordmgzij,"  said  Eoulond,  "listyiiytho  aright: 

CHARL.  BOM.  II.  K 


Both  lidet  are 
weary  of  flghfcinf  . 


Only  two  Samoen 
kings  out  of 
twelve  larTlve. 


Norer  before  were 
BO  many  slain  by 
one  man. 


AS  were  that  dny 
by  Bolandand 
Olirer. 

By  simset  there, 
is  not  a  single 
Saracen  left. 

[1cnfS0£,hacl(] 


Roland  calls  on 
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thtrroichtogivt  We  hauo  the  formest  feld  to  the  ground. 

And  yet  is  oar  host  bothe  hole  &  sound,  808 

and  no  man  lost  that  we  brought  to  place : 

we  ought  to  worshijjpe  god  myche  of  his  grace." 

Then  callithe  Furthe  turpyn,  &  tellithe  son : 
"  this  lord  that  we  s^rue,  louythe  his  own),      812 
•rmj,  that  80  few  of  his  fellid  so  many." 

euery  man  tok*  of  his  helme  &  lukyd  on  hie, 
lift  vp  ther  hondis  and  thankid  crist, 
that  he  sauf*  and  sound  defend  hem  hase.  816 

still  they  stond  in  that  sted,  and  hove  : 
Roulond  laid  hym  doun  ther  to  prova 
BoUndMMui      he  se  an  A  bank*  sprad  and  baners  many, 

ImoMlue  host  of  «    #v 

SaraMM  ooming.  thouglie  Almayn,  fraunce,  and  englond  to  say,        820 
burgayn,  bretaigne,  wer  fer  atonys, 
ther  had  bene  folk*  to  few  to  fight  hem  agaynes, 
but  crist  had  it  said  that  they  sped  shuld. 
thus  them  newid  on  eche  sid  bold.  824 

All  the  cursed  men  to  mahoun)  criene, 
ledes  them  on  the  lond,  hold  to-gedur  seyne, 
set  them  in  scheltron,  chid  they  nold. 
oure  cristyn  men  the  hethyne  behold,  828 

to  the  lord  in  trone  they  tok*  per  soulis, 
and  sithe  they  begyn  'with  manly  djnUs, 
As  element  and  erthe  to-gedur  shuld  flinti« 
bothe  wind,  water,  fyere,  and  wod  [....]  832 

ek 

SO  doilfulle  dyn  drof  in  the  valis 
myght  no  man  per  her  that  grisly  voce, 
kene  knyght^  cry  and  crossen  helmes, 
stif  stedes  in  stour,  out  flow  the  stemes  836 

[iMf  m]       that  all  the  medow  and  more  myrkid  about 
Tb«7  cover  all  um  they  preissid,  and  throng*.  And  thrusten  out, 

eoontiy  about  ^   x-  /  -oj  -» 

that  many  A  grymly  died  on  the  playn. 
sithe  god  spek  wtt^  mouthe  on  the  montaigne,         840 
And  taught  moyses  his  men  to  preche, 
NotatttMiiageor  In  so  Htill  whille  was  neuer  mo  marrid,  I  you  teche. 
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As  wer  drof  to  dethe  as  the  dais  end, 

not  in  the  battaille  of  troy,  who  so  will  trouthe 

but  while  our  folk*  fought  to-gedur, 

ther  fell  in  Fraunce  A  strauwg*  wedur. 

A  gret  derk"  myst  in  the  myd-day-tym, 

thik*,  and  dowdy,  and  euyll  wed^r  thene, 

and  thiknes  of  stems  and  thonder  light : 

the  erthe  dynnyd  doillf ully  to  wet ; 

FouliB  fled  for  fere,  it  was  gret  wond^ : 

bowes  of  trees  ])en  brestyn  asond^ : 

best  ran  to  bankt^  And  cried  full  sore, 

they  durst  not  abid  in  the  mor : 

ther  was  no  man  but  he  hid  his  hed^ 

And  thought  not  but  to  dy  la  fat  sted. 

the  wekid  wedur  lastid  full  long*, 

from  the  momyng*  to  the  euynsong* : 

then  Eose  a  clowd  euyn  in  the  west, 

as  red  as  blod,  wttft-outon  rest ; 

It  shewid  doun)  on  the  erthe  &  f  er  did  shyn, 

so  many  doughty  men  as  died  pat  tym. 

our  men  in  bataile  fought  full  sor, 

they  sparid  no  man  yf  J>ey  wondid  wor. 

ther  was  many  A  bold  man  bet  to  dethe, 

And  many  A  noble  sted  ran  in  the  hethe. 

hethen  men  lay  doun)  on  hepes,  I  trow, 

And  cristyn  men  Amonge,  mo  pen  enow. 

All  the  feld  was  with  blod  ou^  roun^ 

men  lay  per-ia  as  pej  had  swom. 

It  was  wondir  to  se,  the  sothe  to  tell, 

hou  many  folk"  wer  ther  fell 

many  A  bold  man  curssid  the  stound 

pat  eaer  the  day  dawid,  so  they  wer  wotmd. 

the  kinge  magalyn,  A  man  full  stout, 

se  so  many  hethyn  Feld  hjm  about, 

he  went  furthe  anon  in  that  tid, 

rod  yp  to  An  hille  a  litill  be^sid 


843 
j&nd. 


TroyWeramor* 


During  the  battte 
oecora  a  Tloltnt 
■torm. 


848 


with  thick 
dtrknesa. 


852 


856 


860 


which  lMt0d  tiU 
erening. 
Then  came  up  a 
blood  rad  cloud. 


864 


Men  lay  erary- 
whereabout, 
dead  and  dying. 


868 


872 


[lear8n,badE 
KhigMagaly 


876 


K  2 
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THE  SULTAN  PmCPABES  TO  HELP  AMARIS. 


calls  on  the 
Sultan  for  help^ 


as  tlie  Sanoens 
are  giring  way. 


Tlie  Sultan 
divides  his  men 
luto  four  parUes. 


Hepromisei 
rewards  to  all  who 
fight  bravely. 


CleafSM] 


I  MS.  th^. 
The  Sultan  orders 


ther  the  soudan  and  his  men  did  be-hold : 

And  cried  to  hym,  that  he  cum  sholcl  880 

with  all  his  men,  and  help  hem  fer : 

*'  And  yf  ye  bid  long*,  ye  lese  the  mor, 

for  they  be  so  fell,  they  sley  our  men ; 

the  fals  cristyn  folk*  haue  the  beter  then,  884 

ther  may  no  man  stond  hem  agayn : 

helme  ne  hawberk*,  sothe  to  sayn ; 

they  smyt  throughe  our  harnes  &  men, 

they  brese  hem  sore,  and  brest  hem  wHfi-Jn :  888 

I  may  shew  you  my  sheld  wit^uton  nay, 

And  I  haue  sore  wound w,  sothe  for  to  say. 

but  thou  help  son,  I  the  will  tell, 

shall  thou  neu^  led  sairsyn  to  saragos  ]>e  suele."      893 

the  soudan  was  sory,  And  said  thes  word/.8 : 

*^  we  haue  hold  here  to  long*  our  lordts ; 

And  they  of  Fraunce  thus  our  men  quell, 

then  shall  we  dye,  and  our  lond  seU.  896 

we  must  set  our  men  in  iiij  partt^, 

set  them  on  the  frenche  wtt^  casting^  of  dartt». 

when  one  hathe  schot  in  that  stound, 

then  shall  anofer  cnm  euyn  at  his  bond.  900 

ther  kingw  this  day  shall  wary  the  tyme 

At  Quer  his  knyghtts  agaynst  vs  bene. 

but  or  Koulond  be  tafc,  euyll  shall  vs  tid. 

And  many  A  man  slayn  wlih  woundw  wid,  904 

but  we  manly  set  them  vpon, 

hew  them  manly,  &  brek*  enery  bone : 

and  he  pat  berithe  hym  best,  hathe  my  loue  won.    907 

And  I  haue  my  lif*,  and  cum  agayn  to  touii), 

here  is  no  knave  but  I  will  mak*  hym  knyght, 

And  he  geue  good  strokt>  And  preue  hym  wight. 

let  eu^  man  be  manly  at  this  tyme  : 

If  we  haue  the  mastry,  myche  shall  ye  wyn,  912 

All  the  welthe  of  this  world  lithe  on  our  bond." 

the  soudan  on  mahoun  then^  cried  that  stound, 
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bad  blowe  bemes,  &  go  furtbe  rightiV. 

when  bemes  wer  blowen,  fen  rod  furthe  knyghtw,  916 

they  here  furthe  baners  wondirly  many, 

And  trompetitf  and  taberers,  sothe  to  say. 

he  that  had  nexier  siche  thing*  seyne, 

myght  a  had  nwrvelle  in  sertayn.  920 

then  sadly  and  sore  fought  they  all, 

many  was  the  man  did  to  ground  ML 

a  thoussand  for  xxx  sone  ded  wer, 

And  many  a  good  swerd  broken  ther :  924 

And  many  a  bow  that  wold  not  brek* 

was  shot  that  day,  sothe  as  I  spek* ; 

till  the  thikkest  thronge  thyn  wexen, 

was  ther  neo^r  man  so  manly  foughtoii)  I  928 

en^ry  man  fought  enonght  that  stonnd. 

A  proud  sairssyn  son  was  found, 

that  had  geue  gwynylon  giftw  full  riche, 

lies  helme  sett  with  gold  &  stonys  fiche,  932 

And  when  he  thought  our  men  to  quell — 

bradmond  he  bight,  a  man  right  fell — 

As  egre  as  A  lion,  with  Ingler  he  met, 

with  a  scherp  sper  rann  throughe  his  hert,  936 

that  the  horse  ne  the  man  help  myght  nought. 

Eoulond  be-held,  and  ruthe  hym  thought : 

lowd  then  he  cried,  the  knyghtt^  myght  here : 

"luk  I  yonder  dyethe  a  duk  fat  doughty  was  euer,  940 

and  the  best  in  fraunca  in  euerj  ned ; 

I  shall  hym  sone  awrek*,  yf  god  me  sped, 

Or  els  yn  my  hert  be  I  neuer  light ! " 

then  said  olyuer,  the  most  hend  knyght :  944 

'*  broder,  leue  thy  wille  and  bid  awhile, 

he  shall  be  brought  douh),  sothly  I  the  tell." 

hastely  he  lift  his  hand  and  gaue  hym  a  dynt : 

throughe  helme  and  hede  the  strok*  went,  948 

his  sted  fat  tym  went  to  Anof er. 

bothe  croun)  and  cors  he  smot  asonder. 


his  men  to 
adranco. 


A  fleroe  ilniggle 

easoea, 

and  Um  sUui^ter 

iagnat. 


Ingler  ia  slain  b j 
Bradmoodf 


[leaf  804,  bade  J 


who  is  himself 
liiUod  by  Oliver. 
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then  met  he  mo,  and  "  mon  loy  I "  he  dies ; 

thonghe  he  had  no  help,  about  he  leys.  952 

D<»w>«»  of         dalabern  of  valem  then  cum  wold, 

he  was  crounyd  with  riche  gold : 

lerusalem  he  had  won  with  a  gyn, 

he  put  the  patriaric*  to  dethe  then.  956 

tiMjt  smiwon.     he  gaue  ynto  sampson  a  sor  dent^ 

that  doiifk  dredfully  ded  he  went 
■ndbhimMirciit  roulond  rod  to  that  king*  &  smot  hym  sor, 

down  bj  BoUnd.  °  , 

wttA  his  good  brond  smot  hym  asonder,  960 

And  hiB  horse  hew  then  iix  'pecis, 
"  criste  kep  vs  cristyn  that  bene  here, 
to  serue  your  soper  wtt^  seintw  dere  1 " 
then  com  A  sayrson  to  hym  sone,  964 

TiM  Unff  of         that  Auffrik*  af  tur  his  f adir  nom. 

AAte 

that  man  and  horse  was  so  riche 
that  all  shone  hym  vpon  truliche. 
Amys  of  almayn  then  he  met,  968 

And  strok*  hym  to  dethe  wjt/i-out  eny  let. 
i«  tiain  by  turpyn  turnyd  hym,  and  met  hym  agayn, 

Xorpin* 

sat  sadly  in  his  sadill,  sothe  for  to  sayn : 
man  and  horse  douh)  he  laid,  972 

from  the  croun)  to  the  brest :  "  ly  J>er ! "  he  said, 
hym  he  curssed,  and  rod  furthe  still. 
And  bad  the  fleyng*  fend  feche  hym  to  helle. 
then  went  cadwen,  &  greuyd  full  sor,  976 

the  Idngis  son  of  capron,  &  met  hym  thor. 
[iMif  lOft]       was  neuer  faucon  f ayn    .     .     •     «     .     .^ 
then  this  prince  was  fo    .     .     .     .     . 
he  threst  doun)  cristyn  with    ....  980 

And  many  men* 

berenger  and  g*     .     went     .... 

And  the  erle  amyse  with ^ 

and  mo  of  our  cristyn  as  [I  tell]  can.  984 

Roland  outi  down  but  Roulond  is  manly  &  rod  furthe  pan, 

1  The  MS.  is  torn  off  in  this  place.         *  MS.  fadedheie. 
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was  nener  lione  mop  light  of  hert 

his  bright  brond  he  hent,  &  furthe  stert 

till  he  com  hym  to,  and  then  he  strikiff :  988 

throoghe  the  peyssant  the  prince  prekt«, 

he  rent  hym  vnredly  euyn  to  the  sadiU : 

on  ether  sid  of  his  horse  doiin)  did  he  wadilL.  "»<>  "mwj  otb^n, 

then  he  prekt^  in  the  pres  all  fat  per  wer,  992 

he  bet  and  slew  that  about  hym  did  ster. 

he  smet  to  A  sairssine  then  eft  sonys, 

throughe  rigge  and  ribe,  &  rent  per  bonys : 

ther  they  wer  thikist,  asunder  they  threst.  996 

then  was  the  soudan  woo  in  his  hert  tim  soium  is 

wlmOTt  in  dMpair, 

that  so  many  of  his  men  wer  slayn  hym  about. 

the  cristyn  men  wer  strong*  &  stout ; 

whos  the  feld  was,  none  myght  know ;  1000 

was  ther  nener  heter  men  slayn,  I  trow. 

horse  ran  in  blod  a-boue  the  hovf*  herd, 

then  the  soudan  cried  schill  for  ferd, —  and  ordm  four 

Four  battelles  bold  about  hym  were —  1004 

bad  hem  sett  on  to  aveng*  hym  ther. 

**  the  frenche,"  quoi  the  soudan,  "  dare  vs  quelle. 

I  shall  abid  here,  the  sothe  for  to  tell ; 

If  eny  ned  be,  I  will  cum  you  to.  1008 

And  ye  haue  the  wers,  on  will  I  go. 

luk*  well  to  my  baner  that  ye  it  ken, 

and  then  I  shall  my-selue  [come]  yf  ned  bene. 

And  or  I  fle  a  foot  for  ther  dint/t;  1012 

' wit/t  swerd  egg£9. 

. [t]heygone 

they  tok*  vpon 

ell2     .     .     .  1016 

let*     .     .     gedur  wyn 

[™]any  bryght 

died  per  right 

^   .     .     .     y  swerditf  smot  hedt9  atwyn  1020 

'  MS.  torn  off.  *  MS.  faded. 
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BOLAND  PR0P0S3SS  TO  SEND  TO   CHA.BLES  FOB  HELP. 


wbenoeaflfMh 


[many]  lost  ther  hedis  aboue  }er  chjn, 
many  ribbes  rent,  and  many  rigbone, 
And  many  fadirles  child  ther  was  at  honu 
but  or  this  dredf  all  day  was  drif  to  nyght,  1024 

ther  was  slayn  many  a  doughty  knyght. 
crist  holp  the  cristyn  then  in  all  the  hast ! 
[1  line  wanting,] 
B<^4*rf^f  th«  Roulond  ridithe  his  men  all  about, 

he  bettes  and  sleeis  sairsyns  full  stout,  1028 

drof  hem  into  A  daile — tarryed  they  not  long*, — 
ther  he  houyd  a  whill  wM  his  host  strong*, 
[Apparently  there  is  a  gap  Jiere,] 
vnfought  and  freche,  hym  ther  about, 
As  freche  to  fight  as  foulis  stout.  1032 

when  Roulond  se  hem,  he  greuyd  sor, 
he  had  but  few  men,  alias  f  er-for ! 
the  lest  part  of  men  ]>er  had  he. 
And  J>ey  wer  woundid,  it  is  mor  pete.  1036 

he  praid  hem  rest,  and  houe  fer  stille : 
'*  herkenyt  now,  rist  here  vnto  they  cum  vs  tilL 
yonder  is  a  gret  host  and  a  compony 
As  euer  cristyne  man  se  wit^  his  eye ;  1040 

and  we  ar  but  few,  and  hathe  fought  long*, 
our  horse  wery.  And  we  not  strong*. 
I  red  we  send  a  man  to  f  eche  oiu:  lord ; 
say  we  be  sore  hurt,  and  socour  we  wold.  1044 

but  if  ho  cum  and  help  vs  Anon, 
our  lyues  be  lost>  and  the  lond  gone." 
then  answerd  olyuer  vriih  a  ruffull  steuyn. 
Angry  in  hert  thus  gan  he  nevyn : 
**broder,  let  be  all  siche  sawes  !  1049 


HeUdshit 
rest* 


and  propcMM  to 
send  to  ChmrlM 
forbelp. 


[Bemainder  of  the  MS.  wanting.] 
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NOTES  TO  "THE  SEGE  OFF  MEUYNE." 


Page  1,  line  7.     Compare  again  lines  502,  522,  &e. 

p.  1, 1,  18.     **  kynges ; "  probably  we  shoald  read  "  kynge." 

p.  2, 1.  27.     The  omission  of  the  subject  pronoun  constantly  occurs  in 

these  two  poems,  and  is  not  uncommon  elsewhere.     Compare  Guy  of 

Warwick,  I  67 : 

'*  Sche  had  maysturs  at  hur  honde, 
The  wysest  men  of  that  londe, 
And  [they]  taght  hur  astaronomye." 

and  King  Horn,  1268.    "  j}u  me  to  kni^t  houe,  and  [I]  kni3thod  hauo 

proued." 
p.  2, 1.  28.  On  the  use  of  the  word  "  Mawmet "  =  Mahomet,  for  any  false 

god  or  idol,  and  "  Mawmetry,"  for  idolatry,  see  my  note  to  Sir 

Ferumhrcts,  1.  2534,  and  in  the  GaihoUcon  Anglicumy  s.  v.  Maumet. 
p.  3, 1.  57.     So  in  Sir  Ferumhras,  1.  5827  :  "  wyf  wilde  hors  mot  y  beo 

drawe,"  on  which  see  my  note.     Compare  Ouy  of  Warmck^  11.  2545, 

8212,  &c. 
p.  3, 1.  81.     "])ou  me."    The  rime  shows  that  there  is  some  corruption 

here.     I  would  suggest  that  the  original  reading  was  ^  y  hyne  *'  or 

"  J>*  hine  "  =  thy  servant    If  these  words  happened  to  be  indistinctly 

written  they  might  easily  have  been  misread  by  the  copier,  especially 

since,  as  we  know  from  other  cases,  he  probably  did  not  understand 

the  word  hine. 
p.  4,  1.  89.     Compare  William  of  Paleme,  1.  2868  :  "  fe  quen  was  wery 

for-wepiP     In  the  present  instance  the  verb  is  a  strong  one. 
p.  4, 1.  90.     "  herde  by  hym,"  t.  e.  herde  by  hym.     See  note  to  1.  27, 

above, 
p.  4, 1.  96.     He  shall  avenge  all  thy  causes  of  anger, 
p.  4,  1.  116.     So  in  Shakspere  we  have  the  plural  used  where  we  should 

use  the  singular.     Thus  in  Julim  Ocesar,  V.  v.  28.     "  Hold  thou  my 

Sword  Hilts,  whitest  I  runne  on  it."     See  also  ibid,  V.  iii.  43 ;  and 

Richard  III,  I.  iv.  160. 
p.  4, 1.  117.     '*  handefutt  mete  ;  "  exactly  fitted  and  suited  to  his  hand, 
p.  4,  1.  119.     "  Mase  ;  "  a  contraction  for  makes,  which  frequently  occurs 

in  Ham  pole's  Pricke  of  Conscience,    Compare  tase  =  takes;  bus,  huse 

=  behove ;  tane  =  taken,  which  also  occur  in  the  present  poem,  and 

frequently  in  the  Thornton  Romances. 
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138  NOTES  TO  pp.  4 — 8,  11.  120 — C29. 

p.  4,  1.  120.     "  weito  "  =  wite,  know.     In  1.  749  we  have  wiete, 

p.  6,  1. 126.  "  dyke ; "  perhaps  the  true  reading  is  "  byke,"  properly  a 
hive,  but  sometimes  used  in  the  sense  of  building,  bouse.  Compare 
Gawin  and  Crolagras,  ii.  8  :  *'  Mony  burgh,  mony  hour,  mony  big  bikeJ'^ 

p.  5,  I.  141.  Generally  the  phrase  is  *'  |}e  sothe  is  noghte  to  layneJ" 
Compare  11.  638,  682 ;  Roland  and  Otuel,  I.  1481,  Ac.  The  preseut 
form  occurs  again  at  1. 1366.  Compare  Sir  Degrevant,  L  180 ;  Mom, 
Childe,  p.  296 ;  Octavian,  I.  1306,  &c. 

p.  6;  1.  164.  "hafe  donel"  enough,  let  be  I  Compare  the  similar 
expression  **  do  way."  "  Do  toayy  leue  sir,  seyd  Gij."  Cfuy  of 
Warwick,  ed.  Tumbull,  1.  9844. 

p.  6,  1.  165.  **  vndir-nome  ; "  here  the  transcriber,  apparently  nok 
understanding  the  word  as  originally  written,  has  altered  it  to  "  vndir- 
take."  The  rime,  however,  shows  clearly  that  he  has  done  so.  For 
a  similar  instance  see  1.  316. 

p.  6,  1.  168.  "  wone  ; "  worde  appears  to  be  simply  an  unintentional 
error  of  the  scribe,  and  not  altered  for  the  same  reason  as  *' vndir- 
nome,"  since  it  occurs  frequently  in  this  and  the  next  poem.  "  Bo 
flFryth  or  be  wones"  —  Richard  the  Redeles,  ii.  180.  "  Worthely  *• 
cannot  be  worthy,  from  the  context :  probably  it  =  worldly. 

p.  6,  1.  171.  So  in  the  Chanson  de  Roland,  st  zx,  Roland  calls  Qanelon 
**  mis  parastre.'*  In  the  Latin  version  printed  by  M.  Michel,  p.  228, 
another  reason  is  assigned,  viz.  that  it  was  at  Roland's  instigation 
that  Ganelon  was  sent  on  the  dangerous  duty  of  summoning  Marsile 
to  submit  to  Charles.  See  Chanson  de  Roland,  st  xxii  and  xziv. 
Roland  is  generally  stated  to  have  been  the  son  of  Charlemagne*s 
sister,  Gisle  or  Berte,  the  legend  of  whose  amours  with  Milo,  the 
father  of  Roland,  first  appears  in  Italy  in  the  xivth  century.  See 
M.  Gaston  Paris,  Hietoire  Poitiqw,  pp.  170, 409.  At  pp.  378,  433  of 
the  same  volume  will  be  found  mention  of  another  legend,  according 
to  which  Roland  was  the  son  of  Charlemagne  himself,  who  had 
committed  incest  with  his  sister.  t 

p.  6,  1.  173.  **  The  falseste  traytoure  Was  he  one  ; "  a  not  uncommon 
expression.  Compare  Guy  of  Wanoickyliil :  **  A  grete  batayle  toas 
there  oon ;  "  1.  9039  :  "  A  trewar  felowe,  ^en  he  uxu  oon,**  Stations 
of  Rome,  ed.  Fumivall,  480  :  "  An  holy  doctor  Tie  was  on.**  Compare 
I.  1078,  below. 

p.  8,  1.  224.  That  for  our  men  turned  to  grief,  and  to  lamentation 
to  many  another.  CC  Roland  and  Otuel,  1.  941.  "  GryH"  is  here  a 
substantive.  The  adjective  means  cruel,  horrible,  stem,  or  severe, 
and  therefore  the  word  in  the  present  instance  must  mean  suffer- 
ing, grief,  or  pain.  Halliwell  gives  but  a  single  instance  of  the 
word  used  as  substantive — Ghty  of  Wanoick,  1.  11488:  "Thorow 
qweyntys  nor  ])orow  grylle,**  where  the  editor  renders  it  cruelty, 
fierceness. 

p.  8,  1.  229.  **  forthermaste ;  '*  first^  foremost  Cf.  Roland  and  Otuel^ 
1.  721. 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  8—11,  11.  234—833.  139 

p.  8,  1.  234.     I  866  DOW  that  tlie  ne  which  I  have  inserted  in  brackets 

is  nnnocessary.     Instances  of  the  omission  of  the  negative  are  not 

uncommon.     Thus,  for  instance,  in  Oawayne  and  ike  Orene  Knight, 

1.  726 :  "  For  werre  Mrratbed  hym  not  bo  much,  fat  wynter  was  wore ;  *' 

and  Chaucer,  TroiluSy  i.  456-7 : 

'*  Sk  of  the  day  ther  passed  nought  an  houre. 
That  to  himself  a  thowsand  tyme  he  seyde.'' 

See  also  Guy  of  Warwick,  ed.  Zupitza,  1301,  and  the  editor*8  note. 
p.  8, 1.  249.     "ay  to  ;  "  until.     So  we  have  in  the  Toumeley  Mi/sterics, 

p.  64  :  "  fo  we  be  gon,"  until  we  are  gone, 
p.  9,  1.  253.     "  by  fat  was  done  ;  **  so  in  Sir  Eglamour,  201 :  "  Be  that 

it  neghede  to  nyghte." 
p.  9,  L  255.     "  braythely  ; "  violently.     The  wora  occurs  in  the  Cursor 

MuruUy  1.  63  :  "  Ar  he  saa  h^alhly  don  he  broght ; ''  and  in  the  Poem 

on  the  Holy  Rood,  in  An  Old  Eng,  MiscelL,  ed.   Morris,  p.  109  : 

"  Brdpeli  on  his  faas  he  brast" 
p.  9,  1.  258.     "  J*  moste  were  of  renownn) ; "  won  the  greatest  praise. 

So  in  the  Ormulum,  8471  :  "  taer  was  f  eyre  king  a3  mast," 
p.  9,  1.  264.     "  fat  many  to  bery  was  bownn) ; "  so  that  many  were  killed, 

ready  for  burial, 
p.  10,  1.  282.     "  Mayne  &  myghte  :  "  the  riming  words  in  11.  285  and 

288  show  that  here  we  should  read  myghtes  (compare  1.  323),  but  then 

the  form  hnyghte  in  1.  279  will  spoil  the  rime, 
p.  10, 1.  283.     On  the  rimes  slayne :  tane,  see  Prof.  Zupitza*8  note  to 

Guy  of  Warwick,  1.  1126. 
p.  11,  1.  315.     The    scribe,   apparently   not    understanding  the   word 

"  elde,"  has  altered  it  to  "  age."     See  note  to  1.  166. 
p.  11,  1.  323.     Cf.  1.  282  above. 

p.  11,  L  324.     "belde;''  honour.     Compare  Metrical  Homilies,  p.  162  : 
^  This  tronchoun  for  relic  scho  held 
Al  hir  lif,  with  worschip  and  held,'* 
p.  11, 1.  327.     The^cribe  has  southemised  all  the  riming  words  in  thi^ 

stanza ;  originally  they  were,  no  doubt,  sa,  wa,  sla,  ma.     Compare  1. 

447. 
p.  11,  1.  329.     "  hede ; ''  the  rime  shows  the   correct   reading   to  be 

"heuede."      It  is  noteworthy  that  the  same  spelling  of  hedde  for 

hecede  or  heuydde  where  the  rime  calls  for  the  latter  form  occurs  in 

other  poems,  some  of  which  were  also  copied  by  R.  Thornton.     Thus 

in  Sir  Eglamour  : 

**  With  the  storupe,  that  hym  was  levyd, 
He  stroke  the  knyght  in  the  hedd," 

where  the  Lincoln  MS.  by  a  different  scribe  reads  hevede.     See  also 

ibid.  L  985,  and  other  instances  in  Prof.  Zupitza's  edition  of  Guy  of 

Warwick,  note  to  1.  1021.     Another  instance  occurs  in  Roland  and 

Otuely  1.  1201.     See  remarks  in  Introduction,  §  8. 
p.  11,  1.  333.     '<  gane  ;*'  this  verb  was  used  simply  with  an  auxiliary 

force,  as  our  do^  did. 
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140  NOTES  TO  pp.  11—16,  11.  340—471. 

p.  11,  11.  340-1.     See  note  to  1.  282. 

p.  12,  1.  360.     "  nevynlande ;  '*  I  can  make  nothing  out  of  this  name. 

p.  12,  L  366.  "  f  ofe."  Compare  Sir  Isumbras,  1.  71 :  "  Whate  wondir 
was  ^qfe  hym  ware  wo  ?  ** 

p.  12,  1.  366.  "  hope ;  "  believe,  expect :  the  original  meaning  of  the 
word.  Compare  Sir  Ferumhras^  1.  326  :  '*  y  hope  ]>e  scholde  spede 
wel ;  nere  fy  greuous  wounde  ;  "  and  see  1.  1388,  below. 

p.  12, 1.  364.     "  fay  ;  "  probably  a  slip  for  fare. 

p.  12,  1.  371.  "  sewede ;  **  the  meaning  evidently  is,  that  resulted  to 
the  Saracens  afterwards  full  bitterly,  on  account  of  the  knights  who 
lost  their  lives.     Perhaps  we  should  read  aowede, 

p.  12,  1.  372.     "  leuede  y  swete  : "  see  note  to  Roland  and  Oiuel^  1. 941^ 

p.  13,  1.  378.     "  nere  ; "  the  rime  shows  nee ;  cf.  I.  449. 

p.  13, 1.  380.     "  His  Fadir  ; '»  Sir  Belland.     See  1.  349,  above. 

p.  13,  1.  387.  **  To  rekken)  of  theire  Arraye  ; "  to  decide  on  their  treat- 
ment. 

p.  13,  I.  392.     **  cely ; "  written  over  sory^  erased. 

p.  13,  1.  396.  Compare  Handlyng  Synne,  962  :  **  And  pray  we  God 
fat  alle  f yng  may.''  Probably  for  mygktyeste  we  should  read  mygJUes, 
Compare  Lay  -  Folks  Mass  •  Book,  p.  132,  1.  136 :  *'  f crwh  him  fat 
mihtes  may  ;  "  and  p.  143,  1.  663  :  "  To  him  pat  al  mihtes  may.*'  Cf. 
Roland  and  Otuel,  1.  886. 

p.  14,  I.  406  :    "  goddis  forbode  ;  "  may  there  be  the  prohibition  of  God. 
Compare  Sir  Ferumbras,  1.  4763  :  "  Godesfor-bode^  Gweynes  sede,  fat 
ich  assentede  to  such  a  dede ; "  and  Rauf  Coil^ear,  1.  746 : 
**  Oodforhotf  he  eaid,  my  thank  war  sio  thing. 
To  him  that  suooourit  my  lyfe  in  sa  euill  ane  nicht" 

p.  14, 1.  411.     'Hhire  ;"  a  true  northern  form.     Icelandic,  focr.     Com- 
pare Hampole,  Pricke  of  Conscience,  4161  : 
"  I  hald  Jnr  gret  mysdoers 
Als  anticrist  lyms  and  his  forgangers." 

p.  14,  1.  418.     "  at ;  "  in,  apud.     Compare  Wyclif ,  John  i.  1 :  "  fe  word 
was  at  [apud  Vulg.]  God  ...  f  is  was  in  the  begynnynge  ai  God  ;**  and 
Sir  Degrevantf  1809  :     "  Was  never  sych  a  purvyaunoe 
In  Englond  ne  in  Fraunce, 
As  was  at  sir  Degrivaunoe." 
Compare  L  663,  below. 

p.  14, 1.  422.     "  byme ; "  the  rime  shows  bryn :  see  Introd.  §  9. 

p.  14, 1.  427.  This  line  appears  to  mean  that  the  image  was  so  natural 
as  almost  to  appear  really  to  bleed. 

p.  16,  11.  436—440.  •'  hym  ; "  notice  the  gender,  which  is  masculine,  as 
referring  to  the  figure  personified.     In  1.  446  the  neuter  is  used. 

p.  16,  II.  446,  462.     "  many  a  folde ;  "  manifold,  many. 

p.  16,  1.  470.  "  dosche ; "  dart,  dash.  I  know  of  no  other  instance  ot 
the  noun,  though  the  verb,  under  the  form  dusche,  is  not  uncommon. 

p.  16,  I.  471.  The  line  seems  to  mean,  although  it  was  a  lifeless 
mass. 
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18,1. 
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p. 

18,1. 

665. 

p- 

18,1. 

669. 

p- 

19,1. 

663. 

NOTES  TO  pp.  16 — 23,  U.  476 — 706.  141 

p.  16,  1.  476.     ^  vn-till ; "  a  northern  form,  which  the  scribe  could  not 

alter  on  account  of  the  rime, 
p.  16,  1.  488.     "  bale  fire.*'     Compare  Pierce  the  Ploughman's  Orede^  1. 
667  :  *'  to  brenne  )>e  bodye  in  a  bale  offijr"     Bale,  properly  a  noun, 
A.S.  Mlj  a  funeral  pile,  appears  to  be  here  used  adjectively.     It  may, 
howcTer,  mean  destructive  from  A.S.  bealu, 
p.  16, 1.  489.     Notice  the  rime.     Dye  was  evidently  pronounced  dee, 
p.  17, 1.  606.     "  to  ; "  until.     See  note  to  1.  249. 
p.  17, 1.  619.     "  thethyn  ;  "  thence.     A  northern  form  of  Scandinavian 
origin,  the  A.S.  form  being  ponan. 

*'  Swa  pured  and  fyned  ne?6r  gold  was, 
Ala  \>B,\  sal  be,  ar  \>&\  \>e\>en  pas.'* 

Hampole,  PrioJte  of  Om$,,  2721. 
"  more  ; "  originally,  no  doubt,  "  mare,*'  and  in  1.  646, 

**  slyke ; "  a  northern  form. 
Compare  1.  698,  below. 
See  note  to  Roland  and  Otuely  1.  926. 
**  floto  with  Marye  ever  amange ;  *'  chided   or   blamed 
Mary  all  the  while,  continually.     Compare  Sir  Ferumbras,  1.  209  : 
"ofte  sekede  amonge;'^  and  Guy  of  Warwich,  ed.  Zupitza,  I.  8738  : 
^  and  slewe  hys  men  euyr  amonge,^*     So  too  in  Shakspore,  2  Henry 
JV.,  V.  iii.  23  : 

'*  Lusty  lads  roam  here  an^l  there, 
So  merrily, 
And  ever  amonge  so  merrily." 

Mapes  treats  ^tto  as  a  strong  verb  in  his  Poems,  p.  344. 
p.  19,  1.  677.     "  syne ;  "  apparently  there  is  some  corruption  here,  but 

the  true  reading  is  not  clear, 
p.  20, 1.  696.     It  is  one  of  the  most  curious  points  in  these  romances 

that  Qanelon  is  allowed  not  only  to  live,  but  even  retained  as  an 

adviser  of  the  Emperor, 
p.  20, 1.  601.     '^  quod  y  Bischoppe  ;  **  these  werds,  as  is  frequently  the 

case  with  such  short  explanatory  phrases,  are  not  included  in  the 

metre  of  the  line.     See  another  instance  in  Roland  and  Otuel,  490. 
p.  20, 1.  611.     "  one  ^am ; "  written  in  the  margin. 
p.  21, 1.  641.     "  bett ; "  so  in  the  Anture  of  Arther,  st.  29  : 
**  Her  belte  was  of  blanket  with  briddus  f  ul  bold, 
Brten  with  besandus  ; " 

and   Morte  Arthure,  3647 :    "  Buskes  baners  one  brode,  betyne  of 

gowlee."     See  also  ibid,  1.  3946,  and  Oavoaine^  1.  78. 
p.  21, 1.  643.     ''knees  ; "  written  in  the  margin, 
p.  21, 1  653.     Compare  note  to  1.  418,  above, 
p.  23, 1.  698.     ''  y  wyte  bese  casteh)  one  the  ; "  the  blame  is  laid  on 

thee.     Compare  Sir  Ferumbras,  1.  6127,  and  1.  665,  above.     A  similar 

expression  occurs  in  the  Song  of  Roland^  1.  638. 
p.  23, 1.  706.     I  count  thy  ^oul  as  lost. 
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142  N0TB8  TO  pp.  2S— 28,  IL  708—860. 

p.  23,  L  708.     "  of  skorfie  ; "  in  scorn,  mockery. 

p.  23,  1.  711.  ^'  drawen) :  **  undoubtedly  a  slip  of  the  copier,  the  rimes 
showing  that  originally  tlie  word  was  drayne.     See  Introd.  §  9. 

p.  24,  1.  723.  It  is  curions  that  the  scribe  has  not  altered  the  four 
riming  words  in  this  stanza  to  their  southern  forms,  as  he  has  done 
in  the  following  stanza. 

p.  24,  1.  743.     "  rebnytede  ; '  the  meaning  seems  to  be,  rebuked,  rejected 
by  the  church.     Fr.  rebuter^  rebauter,     Ck>mpare  Wallace,  x.  696  : 
**  Wallace,  said  Bruoe,  rabttt  me  now  no  mar, 
Myn  awin  dedis  has  bet  me  wondyr  sar.*' 

p.  24,  1.  749.     Ck)mpare  1.  120,  above. 

p.  25,  1.  777.  The  metre  requires  another  foot  in  the  line ;  perhaps  we 
sliould  read  "  goddes  absolucioun)." 

p.  26,  1.  782.  "  on  evynhaunt ; "  I  can  only  suppose  tliis  to  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  avenautU,  We  find  it  again  in  slightly  different  forms  at 
11.  810  and  920. 

Avenant,  which  occurs  in  Roland  and  Otud,  1.  790,  is  a  word  fre- 
quently applied  to  knights ;  thus  in  Langtqft,  p.  51,  Harold  is 
described  as  "  curteys  and  strong,  of  body  avenant;  "  and  in  the  Anlur$ 
of  Arthur^  st  24,  Arthur  is  similarly  spoken  of  as  "  auenant,  ouest  and 
abuUe."  In  two  of  the  other  instances  in  which  it  occurs  in  the 
present  poem,  1.  920,  the  word  is  clear  enough,  and  in  I.  810  there 
is  perhaps  little  doubt  as  to  the  true  form  ;  but  in  the  present  instance 
the  corruption,  if  it  be  one,  is  almost  past  explanation. 

p.  26,  1.  798.     "  ay  whills ; "  until.     Compare  1.  1233. 

p.  26,  1.  808.  "  duchepers."  See  on  this  word,  and  the  various  forms 
under  which  it  appears,  my  note  to  Sir  FerumbraSj  1.  197.  In 
Layamon^  i.  69,  we  have  "  dus^epers  "  and  "  dosseperea" 

p.  26,  1.  810.     See  note  to  1.  782. 

p.  27,  1.  819.  **  hone ; "  written  over  Tioue,  erased.  Compare  Alliterative 
Poems,  i.  920  :  "  by  f  yse  holte3  hit  con  not  hone  ;  "  and  the  Curgor 
Mundij  5873  :  "  ne  lat  yee  noght  f  am  kon"  The  noun  occurs  rather 
more  frequently,  as  in  Cursor  J/uiu^*,  14316 :  "  wit-vten  Hon,  he  bad 
fe  graue  suld  be  vndon."     See  also  Roland  and  Otuel^  1.  341. 

p.  27,  1.  828.  "  heghten  ; "  eighth.  Compare  Hampole,  Pricke  of  Con- 
science, 3986  : 

«  ^  aghtynd,  of  \>e  acunt  and  \>e  rekennyng, 
|7at  l^ai  sal  yheld  of  alle  l^air  lyfyng.'* 

Tlie  word  is  from  the  O.Frisian,  achtenda,  acktanda. 

p.  27,  1.  831.     "  see[nol  "  :  better  «  se[n]e." 

p.  27, 1.  846.  "  folde ;  this  word  with  the  meaning  of  earth  is  not 
very  common.  It  occurs  a  few  times  in  Layamon,  as  in  1.  23946  : 
**  )7e  volde  dunede  a^en  ; "  and  in  the  account  of  the  flood  in  the  Allit, 
PoemSy  ii.  403,  it  is  said,  "  By  forty  dayej  weren  faren,  on  folde  no 
flesch  styryed." 

p.  28,  1.  850.  "  sittande  ; "  the  northern  form  of  the  present  participle, 
as  "  rynnande  **  in  1.  854. 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  2d— 87,  IL  859 — 1148.  143 

p.  28,  I.  859.     I  do  not  exactly  understand  this  line. 

p.  28, 1.  871.  In  Scotland  and  the  north  of  England  in  the  fendal  times 
the  lord  claimed  the  right  of  the  first  night's  lodging  with  his  vassaVs 
bride.  This  usage  was  abolished  by  Malcolm  III.  about  1080,  and, 
instead,  a  mark  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  bridegroom  to  his 
lord.  This  was  termed  marcketa  muliertB :  marcheta  having  previously 
been  the  term  for  the  fine  in  money  paid  by  a  vassal  to  his  lord  on 
the  marriage  of  one  of  the  former's  daughters.  According  to  Spelman 
the  custom  was  instituted  by  a  mythical  King  Evenus,  about  the  time 
of  Augustus.  He  quotes  several  instances  of  the  custom,  from  which 
it  appears  to  have  obtained  even  in  a  great  part  of  England  and 
Guernsey.     The  fine  was  known  as  Bed-geld  or  Maid-rent, 

p.  30,  1.  911.  ^*Iu  his  byggynge  satt  he  helde;*"  literally,  ''in  liis 
building  shall  he  build  that  he  shall  be  evermore  in  bliss,"  i  e.  "  by 
his  deeds  he  shall  gain  for  himself  to  be  evermore  in  bliss." 

p.  31,  1.  945.     I  do  not  understand  this  line. 

p.  31,  1.  956.  "  ruysse  ;  "  boast  The  general  form  of  the  word  is  rose, 
as  in  Ormulum,  4906  :  '*  To  roserm  off  ^in  duhhti^le^^e ;  *'  and  Cursor 
Mundif  2417  :  ''  swa  )7ai  rosed  hir  to  ^e  king."  The  noun  rosing, 
boast,  occurs  in  Ormulum,  4902 :  ^'  all  rosinng  &  all  idell  ^ellp  ; " 
and  ros  in  1.  4910  :  "  All  idell  ^allp  &  idell  ros,"*  Compare  the  Song 
of  Jtoland,  L  650  :  "  shall  none  of  you  mak  your  rose  or  ye  go  fur  fre." 

p.  32,  1.  977.  **  frette ; "  inlaid,  ornamented.  In  Allit  Poems,  ii.  1476, 
we  read  of  "  fyoles  fretted  with  fiores  &  fleej  of  golde." 

p.  32,  L  1005.  So  in  Twaine  and  Gawin,  645 :  "  Aither  of  tham  gude 
buffetes  bede,**  Compare  also  Destruction  of  Troy,  9674  :  "  no  bueme 
▼pou  bent  his  buffettes  might  tJiowle." 

p.  33, 1.  1027.  "  Deliuerly."  Hence  most  probably  our  word  cleverly. 
See  Leaves  from  a  Word- Hunter's  Note-book,  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Palmer, 
p.  243. 

p.  33,  1.  1033.     "  driste ; "  probably  we  should  read  "  |rtiste." 

p.  34, 1.  1051.     I  do  not  at  all  understand  this  line. 

p.  34,  1.  1067.  "  lawses  ;  '*  probably  looses,  or  perhaps  "  lacches." 
We  should  have  expected  to  find  ''  lau^te." 

p.  35, 1.  1069.     **  voydede ; "  emptied  his  hand  of,  ».  e.  threw  away. 

p.  35, 1.  1078.     See  note  to  1.  173. 

p.  35, 1.  1080.  '*  blende ; "  evidently  a  mistake  of  the  scribe,  though 
the  true  word  is  not  clear. 

p.  36, 1.  1104.  **fayne."  Compare  Copland's  Gruy  of  Warwick^  sign. 
R.  iii.  "  And  for  fayne  played  before  guyon,"  and  ibid.  Cc  i.  "  He 
went  and  met  guy  for/ayna." 

p.  36,  1.  1129.  "  ))aii)  kynges  men)  of  Massaydoyne ; "  then  the  men  of 
the  king  of  Macedon.  On  the  construction  see  note  to  Sir  Ferumbras, 
1.  753.     Compare  Song  of  Roland,  1.  977,  and  Roland  and  Otuel,  1445. 

p.  37, 1.  1148.  **  fay  tuke  to  flyinge ;  "  a  very  early  instance  of  this 
now  very  common  use  of  take.  Compare  AllU,  Poems,  B.  377  :  ^^  Feng 
to  pejly^t  alle  fat  fle  myjt." 
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144    •  NOTBS  TO  pp.  87 — 41,  IL  116«— 1293. 

p.  37,  ].  1156.     ''atedde,**  for  bestedde.      Tlio  form  occars  chiefly  in 

northern  writers.      Compare   Quy  of  Warxoich^  1.  8028.     See  also 

Roland  and  Otuel,  I.  1528. 
p.  38,  L  1171.     ''es  ;**  the  northern  form,  which  the  scribe  could  not 

alter  on  accoant  of  the  rime, 
p.  38,  I.  1174.     '^  serche ;  "  examine,  probe.     The  more  usual  term  is 

to  **  taste  "  or  "  grope  "  a  wound.     See,  for  instanco,  Sir  Ferambroi^ 

1094,  and  note,  and  Roland  and  Oluel,  I  1174. 

"  brenys  ; "  cuirasses.     See  note  to  Sir  Ferumhrat^  2614. 
p.  38,  ].  1180.     A  closer  examination  of  the  line  shows  that  we  should 

read,  **  For  drede  of  f  e  Sara^encs  there." 
p.  39,  1.  1208.     "  slade  ;"  a  common  word  in  northern  writers;  rarer  in 

the  south.     It  occurs  again  in  Roland  and  Otuel,  1.  1418. 
p.  39, 1.  1221.     **  futt  prowde  men)  in  prese  ;  "  cC  Sir  Ferumbroi,  5520  : 

"  ^at  arst  wer  prout  on  pres,**     See  L  1302,  below, 
p.  40, 1.  1246.     "  tryne  ;  "  literally,  proceed  ;  hence,  strike  up,  begin. 

Compare  Morte  Arthurs ^  ed.  Hall.  p.  147  : 

**  With  trompes  thay  trine,  and  trappede  stedes, 
with  oomettes  and  clarions,  and  dergialle  notes ;  '* 

and  ag^n,  ibid,  p.  267  : 

**  When  they  had  tretide  thiere  trewe,  with  trompynge  therafter, 
They  tryne  unto  a  tente  where  tables  whare  raysade.*' 

The  past  tense  occurs  in  AlliL  Poems,  B.  132 ;  ^'  iron  fro  table  to 

table.*' 
p.  40,  1.  1249.     '*  rake,"  rush,  furious  onset.     Compare  Iforte  Arihure, 

2985  ;  '^  Rydes  one  a  rawndoune  and  his  rayke  holdes.*' 
p.  40,  1.  1252.     ''one  the  grete  ;*'  on  the  grit,  dust,  earth.     Compare 

Towneley  Myeteries,  p.  262 :    ''  lesus  is  dede  and  grafen  under  the 

grete  ;  **  and  see  also  Oenesie  and  Exodus^  3774. 
p.  41,  1.  1284.     "mate;"   exhausted.     So   in    Sir  Ferumbrae,  2506: 

''  pey  bu])  so  mate  ])ay  mowe  no^t  go,  so  honger  ha])  hem  teynte ;  "  and 

see  quotations  from  Cotgrave,  &c.,  in  the  Glossary. 
p.  41, 1.  1285.     "  spryngaldes."     See  Sir  Ferumbrae,  3310,  and  note, 
p.  41, 1.  1288.     **  with  gownnes,"  &c.     This  line  must,  I  think,  belong 

to  the  preceding  sentence,  and  in  that  case  a  comma  should  be  substi* 

tuted  for  the  full-stop  at  the  end  of  1.  1287.     Lines  1289-90  will  then 

read,  "  quickly  those  men  charged  guns  with  balls  us  to  harass." 

For  illustrations  of  the  sentence  see  Way's  note  and  quotations  in  the 

Promptorium,  p.  218. 
p.  41, 1.  1292.     "  bowes  of  devyce  ;  "  cross-bows  worked  with  a  rack  or 

winch.     See  a  drawing  of  them  in  Fairholt,  Hist,  of  Costume^  p.  175, 

and  Boutell,  Arms  and  Armour,  p.  139.     Compare  Sir  Ferumbras,  I. 

3263,  and  note.     "  Of  devyce  "  is  of  course  a  translation  of  the  French 

de  vys,  where  vys  is  rendered  by  Cotgrave  "  the  vice  or  spindle  of  a 

Presse."     For  the  redundant  of  compare  "for  paramour"  in  Sir 

Thopas,  1.  2034.     Compare  R,  Coer  de  Lion,  3970  :  "  Richard  bent  an 

ai'weblast  off  vys."* 
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p.  42, 1  1302.     Compare  1.  1221,  above. 

p.  42,  1.  1307.  ''  Bohaftemonde ; "  this  was  a  measure  taken  from  the 
top  of  the  extended  thumb  to  the  part  of  the  palm,  and  was  generally 
considered  as  six  inches.  "  Chaflmond  "  occurs  in  the  Addit  MS.  of 
the  (hihoUcon  Anglicum^  but  without  any  Latin  equivalent.  Florio 
defines  it  as  "  a  certaine  rate  of  clothe  that  is  given  above  measure, 
which  drapers  call  a  handfuU  or  shaftman."  See  Morte  Arthure^  1. 
2456,  where  we  read :  "  Bothe  schere  thorowe  schoulders  a  schaft- 
monde  longe  I "  and  ibid.  11.  3843  and  4232.  Other  instances  will 
be  found  in  my  note  to  "  Chaflmond  **  in  the  Catholicon,  p.  57,  to 
which  I  may  add  Bamaby  Googe,  in  his  transl.  of  C.  Heresbach*s 
Htubandrie,  1572,  p.  54  :  *'  the  trenches  where  you  meane  to  set  them 
(sperge)  must  stand  a  foote  a  sunder,  and  a  shaftman  in  depth." 

p.  43,  L  1325.     "  lyke  a  tyke ; "  like  a  cur  or  a  coward. 
^Ynder  tribut  &  taillage,  as  iyke»  &  cherles.*' 

P.  Plowmany  B.  xix.  87. 

p.  43,  L  1341.     "  for  goddes  are."     See  Sir  Ferumh-aa,  3345,  and  note. 

p.  43, 1.  1347.  ''  Aglace ;"  aglance,  glancing.  Compare  AlUl.  Poems, 
A.  171:  '^Suche  gladande  glory  con  to  me  glace  ;^  and  Cfuy  of 
WartDicky  50&7.  OJFt.  glacier,  to  be  like  ice,  to  slide,  glide;  Lat 
glaciem,  ^'Qlacynge  or  wronge  glydynge  of  boltys  or  arowys. 
DeoolatuB.^     Prompt,  Parv, 

p.  43,  L  1353.  "  Whate  bale  als  euer  I  byde ; "  the  construction  is 
curious  and  noticeable. 

p.  44, 1.  1359.  "  Blenkede  ati:  his  blee ; "  caused  his  countenance  to 
grow  pale. 

p.  44,  L  1371.  '']>at  euer  I  tuke  thi  fee !  **  that  is,  that  ever  I  became 
a  vassal  of  thine.     See  note  to  ^r  Ferumhras,  1527. 

p.  45,  1.  1388.     *<  hope.*'     See  note  to  1.  356,  above. 

p.  45, 1  1395.     Compare  Alisaunder,  4692  : 

"  Myghte  y  wite  who  hit  ware, 
That  Darie  thorugh  imth  tpere  hare,** 
and  241 1 :    «  Ther  was . . .  mony  hare  thorugh  the  sohold."  See  1. 1468,  below. 

p.  46, 1.  1413.     Apparently  we  should  read,  **  Elles  30  ne  be  my  frende." 

p.  48,  1.  1478.  "  ferlyde  :  "  wondered.  Not  at  all  a  common  verb. 
All  the  instances  I  know  of,  with  one  exception,  are  Scotch :  thus  in 
Gawin  Douglas,  Virgil,  JSneados,  Bk.  x.  p.  309  (ed.  1710),  we  have : 
"  Freynd,/cr/y  not,  na  cause  is  to  compleyne,"  and  Lyndsay,  iTie 
Tragedy,  1.  313  :  "  Bot  farly  nocht  thocht  syllie  freris  fleche."  It 
appears  to  survive  still  in  Scotland. 

p,  48,  I.  1495.  "  cante  ; "  slope,  properly  an  angle.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  other  instance  of  the  word  in  the  present  sense,  except  in  1. 1530, 
below. 

p.  49,  L  1507.  This  line  should,  I  think,  have  been  printed  as  connected 
with  the  lino  before,  and  forming  part  of  the  herald's  speech.  The 
meaning  appears  to  be  clear,  ^*  A,  Sir,  why  they  are  sixty  thousand 
men." 

GHABL.  BOH.  IL  L 
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146  NOTES  TO  pp.  49 — 5S,  U.  1608 — 1600. 

p.  49, 1.  1508.     There  is  a  remarkable  parallel  to  this  and  the  Ibar 
following  lines  in  Shakspere,  Henry  F.,  IV.  iii.  20 — ^23 : 
"  If  we  are  markt  to  dye,  we  are  enow 
To  doe  our  Countrey  loaee  :  and  if  to  line. 
The  fewer  men,  the  greater  share  of  honour. 
God's  will,  I  pray  thee  wish  not  one  man  more." 
p.  49, 1.  1526.     "  For ;  "  to  prevent,  for  fear  o£     A  comnioo  use  of  the 
word.     Thus  Tusser,  in  his  Five  Hundred  Points^  &c.,  ch.  ix.  p.  17, 
gives,  as  one  of  the  steps  in  the  *  Ladder  to  Thrift,*  ^'  To  hate  renenge- 
ment  hastilie /or  loosing  loue  and  amitie."   Ck>mpare  also  Sir  Thopas, 
L  2052  :  '^for  percinge  of  his  herte  ;  "  and  P.  Phuman^  B.  Ti.  62, 
where  Piers  puts  on  cuflfs  "/or  colde  of  his  nailles.*' 
p.  49,  1.  1532.     The  meaning  of  the  line  I  take  to  be,  "  they  made  no 

count  of  any  man  that  they  should  bow  to  him.** 
p.  49,  1.  1539.  **  It  was  noghte  mekills  mare."  Compare  Old  Eng. 
Homilies,  ed.  Morris,  i.  45 :  "  Nu  bi-cnme%  hit  ))erfore  to  uwilche 
cristene  monne  muchelea  ^  mare  to  halijen  and  to  wnr^ien  ])eone 
dei  ]>e  is  i-oleped  sunne-dei ;  **  and  Ancren  Biwlcy  p.  368  :  "  he  wule 
hien  toward  hire  muckeles  )7e  swn^ere.** 
p.  62, 1.  1600.  ^  hurdas ;  "  a  palisade,  fortification.  The  word  occurs 
twice  in  R,  Ooer  de  Lion,  as  in  1.  6127  : 

*'  Fro  the  tour  to  the  outermeste  wal, 
Her  houses  brende  and  her  hurdys." 
See  also  ibid.  1.  3969,  and  Ali$aunder  (Weber),  2786. 
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NOTES  TO  "ROWLAND  AND  OTTUELL." 


p.  66, 1.  22.     In  the  onginal  French  version  the  nnmber  is  given  as 

**.xxx."  et  .vii.  cent" 
p.  66,  L  26.     Fr.— 

"  Cil  jngl^tir  n*en  dient  tant  ne  quant ; 
Car  il  ne  sevent  1e  grant  enoombrement 
Qu'avint  k  Kalle." 
p.  67, 1.  69.     "  fnH  hastilye  ; "  "  chevache  k  esperon.'* 
p.  67, 1.  67.     There  is  a  confusion  here  which  the  French  original  enables 
ns  to  clear  up.     According  to  it  Otuel,  on  his  arrival  at  the  palace,  is 
met  by  Ogier  and  Gautier,  who  demand  his  name ;  he  replies  : 
"  Otes  m'apele  Ton 
lyEspaigne  sui,  la  noble  region,**  &o, 
Naymes  is  not  mentioned  on  the  occasion.     On  the  name  Otes,  which 
occurs  again  only  once,  I.  1127,  see  remarks  in  the  Introduction. 
p.  67,  1.  79.     "  Naymes  ; "  Fr.  "  Ogier." 
p.  67,  1.  82.     Fr.— 

"  V€ez  le  lii,  2i  ce  flori  grenon^ 
A  la  grant  barbe,  k  Termin  peIi9on." 
p.  67, 1.  84.     "  I-melle ; "  used  as  a  preposition  =  amongst.     Ck>rapare 
Toumeley  Mysteries,  p.  66  : 

"  Te  have  a  manner  of  men, 
That  make  great  mastres  us  emelle,^^ 
See  also  Halliwell,  s.  v.  v.  Emelle  and  Ymelle. 
p.  67,  1.  87.     "  In  rede  Siclatori) ;  "  Fr.  "  an  vermeis  ciglaton."     On  the 
derivation  and  meaning  of  Siclaton)  see  Prof.  Skeat's  edition  of  Sir 
Thopas  (Clarendon  Press  Series),  note  to  1.  1924. 
p.  58,  1.  90.     Here  in  the  original  Otuel  and  Ogier  indulge  in  some 

mutual  abase. 
p.  68, 1  107.     Ft.— 

"  81  uncore  un  jor  le  truis  en  tomei .  . 
De  m^esp^e  le  quid  faire  un  espel 
Parmi  le  cors." 
p.  68, 1.  120.     "  aughte  dayes  ; "  the  period  during  which  the  person  of 

an  ambassador  was  sacred  ;  cf.  II.  126  and  160. 
p.  69,  L  126.     "  nonekyns  ille  ;  **  compare  note  to  1.  1080,  below, 
p.  69,  L  130.     "Corsu."     See  note   to  Sir  Ferumbras,  1.  988.    Fr. 
"Ourcuflo." 
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148  NOTES  TO  pp.  59 — 62,  W.  187 — 269. 

p.  59, 1.  137.     "  Appon)  a  daye  ;  "  Fr.— 

**Ore  at  wit  meis,  el  nefme  sui  entrez, 
Destruite  iert  Romme,  ta  vaiUaDte  cites." 

See  the  remarks  on  the  date  of  tlie  action  of  the  poem  in  the  la- 
troduction,  §  6. 
p.  59,  1.  141.     Fr.  "  dunt  le  punz  fa  dorrez." 

p.  59,  1.  146.     '^  naghte ; "  night.     The  northern  form.     Cf.  *'  bo^e  day 
&  na^te." — AlliL  PoemSy  A,  1203.     "«at  ilke  nagV — Oenu%»  and 
Exodus,  1678. 
p.  59, 1.  149.     Fr.— 

**  E  jo  1  feri  tant  de  m'esp^  de  les 
Ee  uit  jars  plenerg  oi  les  pohiz  enflez.** 
p.  59,  L  152.     Fr.— 

"  Estult  de  Lengres  8*en  est  en  piez  levez  ; 
Tint  an  bastun  qui  devant  fu  quarrez." 

p.  60, 1.  160.     ''  He  68  Ensarede,*'  &c. ;  he  is  under  the  protection  o( 

secured  by  our  promise.     Cf.  11.  120  and  160.     See  1. 297,  below, 
p.  60, 1.  163.     In  the  original  French  it  is  not  Estut  who  seizes  Otuel 
and  is  slain  by  him,  but 

*'  Un  chevaler  ....  qui  fu  mal  senez 
Proveucal  iert,  de  Seint  Gile  fu  nez." 

p.  60,  1.  180.  "  y  beste  party  shatt  dy  ; "  Fr.  "  ja  murerunt  set  oens,  si 
vos  croulez." 

p.  61,  L  194.     "  twelue ;  "  Fr.  "  set" 

p.  61, 1.  199.  "  Jh)u  art  to  outrage ; "  thou  art  too  boastful.  Fr.  "  trop 
vos  avancez." 

p.  61,  L  210.  "  Boty,"  and,  11.  213  and  216,  "  fermorye"  and  "fer- 
monye.**    It  is  impossible  to  identify  tliese  places. 

p.  61,  11.  213,  216.     The  words  may  be  "Sermorye'*  and  "Sermonye.'* 

p.  62,  1.  222.  "  ane  aye ; "  Fr.  "  Crestient^  ne  valt  pas  une  alie." 
See  note  to  Sir  FerumbraSj  1.  5442. 

p.  62,  1.  240.  "Scamonye;"  Fr.  "  Escalvonie."  Compare  Kyng  AU- 
saunder  (Weber,  i.  250),  1.  6044 :  "  Of  Babiloyne  and  Esclanomye." 
In  the  Auchinleck  MS.  version  it  is  **  Esclanenye." 

p.  62, 1.  259.  "  Smothirly ; "  evidently  the  meaning  is  haughtily,  con- 
temptuously. The  only  other  instance  of  the  word,  of  which  I  am 
aware,  is  in  Chaucer,  Reeve^a  Tale,  A.  3963,  where,  in  speaking  of 
the  miller  of  Trumpington's  wife,  he  says  : 

^*  And  eke  for  she  was  somdelle  itnoterlichf 
She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich. 
As  fill  of  hoker  and  of  bismare.** 

The  origin  of  the  word  does  not  appear  to  be  known,  but  probably 
there  is  a  connection  between  this  word  and  "  smere,**  which  occurs 
in  Sir  FerumbraSj  1.  386 :  "  J>e  Sai^yn  gan  to  lawe  smere ;  "  and  in 
Layamon,  14981 :  "  He  smere  loh." 
p.  62,  1.  269.     Fr.  "  .x.  foiz  .xxx.  mile." 
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p.  62,  1.  274,     Fr.  "  Entre  .ii.  eves  est  fremfie  et  batie, 

L'une  a  nom  Soigne  et  Tautre  A  nom  Hastie.** 

p.  64,  1.  283.     Fr,  "  Aina  garderez  ceste  herbergirie 

K*e8cnfle  i  entre  ne  comeile  ne  pie.** 

p.  64,  1.  288.  ''A  nolde  nappere;"  Fr.  " veillart"  The  transference 
of  the  n  of  the  indefinite  article  to  the  following  word  is  very  common  ; 
thus  we  find  "a  nother"  =  "an  other,"  "a  newt"  =  "  an  ewt,'*  "a 
nickname  "  ==  "  an  ekename."  Compare  also  "  my  noun  "  =  "  myn 
onn"  =  "mine  own,"  p.  114,  1.  271  below.  The  converse  process 
lias  taken  place  in  a  few  cases,  as  in  "  an  apron,**  properly  "  a 
napron." 

p.  64,  I.  297.  "Ensurede;"  bound  by  a  promise.  Compare  1.  160, 
above.  "  nyfe ; "  compare  Sir  Oawai/ne,  1769  :  "  Gret  peril  bi-twene 
hem  stod,  Nif  mare  of  hir  kny^t  mynne." 

p.  64,  1.  308.  When  a  knight  was  degraded  his  spurs  were  cut  ofi*,  in 
the  same  way  as  the  epaulets  used  to  be  and  the  stripes  are  now,  cut 
off  from  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  respectively.  Com- 
pare the  converse  expression  "  to  win  one's  shoes,"  "  to  win  one's 
spurs"  =  to  win  distinction  by  some  gallant  action.  See  Sir 
Perceval^  1.  1695 ;  IpomydoUy  1.  978 ;  Triamoure,  1.  1239,  and  Prof. 
Zupitza's  note  to  Ghy  of  Wantnck,  1.  436. 

p.  65,  1.  313.  "  Sir  Vemague  of  Barabas."  The  account  of  the  duel 
between  this  Saracen  and  Roland,  in  which  the  former  was  slain, 
is  told  in  the  romance  of  Jtoland  and  Vemagu^  printed  from  the 
Auchinleck  MS.  in  1836  for  the  Abbotsford  Club,  and  now  in  prepar- 
ation for  reprinting  as  the  fourth  of  the  present  series  of  Charlemagne 
Bomances.     See  Sir  Ferumbras,  Introd.  p.  ziii,  note  1. 

In  the  original  French  version  Otuel  here,  at  the  request  of  Charles, 
gives  a  full  account  of  himself  and  his  family.  He  says  he  is  the 
son  of  King  Galien,  and  lord  of  La  Marche,  Benoas,  and  Barbary, 
and  cousin  to  the  Sultan,  Qarsil.  Charles  asks  him  to  become  a 
Christian,  but  Otuel  declines,  and  adds,  "vostre  Dieu  ne  valt  .ii. 
parisses."  The  king  then  delivers  him  in  charge  to  Renier,  Naymes, 
and  Ogier,  with  orders  that  he  is  to  be  entertained  well  "  k  la  meison 
ganier  "  and  a  hundred  $ol$  are  to  be  paid  daily  for  his  board. 

p.  65,  L  329.     "  Saynte  Thomers ;"  St.  Omer. 

p.  65,  1.  342.     Fr.  "De  foi  mentie  Tape!  et  recreant." 

p.  66,  1.  343.  "I  appelle  hym;"  call  him  to  judgment,  charge  with. 
Compare         «  Quod  30u|7e  to  age,  <  Y  \>e6  apeele. 

And  |?at  bifore  cure  god.*  '* — Bymns  to  the  Virgin^  p.  71. 

p.  66,  1.  361.  ^'  spende ;  **  lit  spanned,  hence,  fastened  round.  Tliis 
use  of  the  word  is  rare ;  I  know  of  only  two  instances,  both  of  which 
occur  in  Sir  Gfavxti/ne.  At  1. 158  we  read  :  **  ]?at  spenet  on  his  sparlyr, 
&  dene  spures  vndyr ; "  and  at  1.  587  :  "  Wyth  ryche  cote  armure.  His 
gold  sporej  tpend  with  pryde."  For  the  use  of  armours  in  the  plural, 
see  liumbroif  736. 

p.  66,  !•  364.    In  the  original  French  version  the  shield  is  described  as 
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150  NOTBa  TO  pp.  06—71,  U.  368 — 680. 

"  paiDt  ^  azur  et  k  or  gentement : 
Envirun  Turle  current  li  quatre  vent^ 
Li  duze  eigne  e  li  meis  enaement, 
£t  de  Tabisme  i  est  le  fundementi 
Et  oiel  et  terre  feit  par  compassement : 
Dessiia  la  bouele  le  soleil  qui  replent.'* 
p.  66,  1.  368.     "  a  stede ; "  in  the  French  called  "  Blanchart  le  corant." 
p.  67, 1.  376.     "  nonkynsthjmge."     See  note  to  1.  1080,  below, 
p.  67,  I.  380.     The  names  are  not  given  in  the  French  original, 
p.  67,  1.  397.     Fr.  «« Celle  en  apelle  Flandrine  de  Monbel, 

Et  ovec  li  Rosete  de  Ruissel." 
p.  67,  1.  401.     "  syle :  "  go,  proceed.     Compare  King  Alexander^  p.  5  : 
"  With   that  the  segge   all   himselfe  silis   to  his  chambre."     AUiL 
PoemSy  B.  131  :  "  Solased  hem  with  semblaunt  and  9yUd  fyrre,'*  and 
Avoicynge  of  Arthur ^  st.  xvi. 
p.  68,  1.  412.     "ane  helme;"  Fr.  "Telme  Galatiuel." 
p.  68,  1.  421.     Fr.  "  Au  col  li  pendent  .i.  fort  eacu  novel, 
Blanc  comme  noif.  &  .i.  vert  lioncel, 
Entre  ses  piez  portoit  .1.  dragonnel." 
p.  68,  1.  423.     "his  stedo;"  in  the  French  called  "  Migrados  rinel," 

but  in  1.  434,  below,  "  Mekredose." 
p.  68,  1.  455.     "  ryde  ; "  probably  a  slip  for  ryfe  or  ryue.     For  the  rime 

compare  11. 904-5. 
p.  68,  1.  458.  "letliirs;"  the  shield-belts;  Fr.  "  les  guiges,"  which 
Burguy  explains  as  "  lien,  courroie,  anse  de  I'^cu,  courroie  par 
laquello  on  suspeudait  T^cu  autour  du  cou."  "Assembled"  in  the 
next  line  is  evidently  a  corruption,  but  what  the  true  word  is  I 
cannot  guess.  The  original  has  simply  "  rompent" 
p.  68,  1.465.  "Naseti;"  O.Fr.  nasel ;  L.Lat  "nasale,  nasile,  parB 
cassidis  demissa,  quad  nasum  tegit."  Ducange.  The  word  occors 
several  times  in  Guy  of  Warwick^  ed.  Tumbull ;  as,  for  instance, 
1.  2062  :  "  His  hauberk  was  al  to-tore, 

And  his  na4el  aualed  bifore ;  ** 
and  1.  9385:  "fe  nasel  he  carf  atoo."     See  also  U.  4911,  4990,  4c. 
Neither  Stratmann  nor  Halliwell  have  the  word. 
p.  70,  1.  476.     ^'strade;**  evidently  the  meaning  is,  ground.     Can  the 

word  be  for  strate  =  A.S.  street  f 
p.  70,  I.  485.     In  the  original  French  it  is  Charles  who  makes  the 

exclamation :  "  Diex  !  dit  li  rois,  com  cist  cop  est  pesant  I  " 
p.  70,  1.  490.     "  he  said."     See  note  to  Sege  off  Melapne,  1.  601. 
p.  70,  I.  499.     "to  helde;"  to  give  way.      See  note  to  L  822,  and 

compare  1.  549,  below. 
p.  71,  1.  530.     Fr.  "  Male  honte  irft  qui  de  vos  fist  olercon ; 
Ffail16  avez  ^  ce  premier  sermon, 
Ne  savez  pas  bien  lire  la  le^on. 
M^  je  Bui  metre,  si  le  vos  apenron. 
S'ore  te  puislencontrer  a  bandon, 
Tel  te  donrai  sus  ce  hiiiume  r6on, 
Ko  ne  poras  dire  ne  ou  ne  uon.'* 
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p.  72,  1.  649.     "  plye ; "  to  bend,  give  way.     Fr.  "  le  cop  fu  grant,  le 

paien  fist  ploier." 
p.  72,  I.  556.     See  note  to  1.  923,  below, 
p.  72,  L  663.     **  my  swerde  kan  scbere  ; "    Fr.   "  bien   est  trenchant 

m'esp^e." 
p.  73, 1.  670.     "  leuede."     Tbe  riming  words  show  clearly  that  there  is 
some  cormption  here.     In  1.  568  the  rime  can,  of  course,  be  easily 
corrected  by  reading  liefti^  but  the  true  reading  of  the  present  line  is 
not  so  clear.     However,  here  is  a  suggestion.     In  Layvmon^  IIL  143, 
we  have,  ^'  )7a  nas  ))er  na  mare  i  ])an  fohte  to  laue^*  and  p.  171 :  "  ))at 
noht  no  bi«  to  leue^^  and  in  the  A.S.  version  of  St  John  vi.  12  : 
"  gaderia])  J>a  brytsma  J>e  far  to  lafe  wssron."     I  would  suggest  then 
that  the  original  word  was  to-letiea,  an  adverbial  form  which,  though 
I  know  no  instance  of  it,  may  be  conjectured  on  the  analogy  of  liues.*^ 
p.  73,  L  587.     Fr.  ^'  Les  bras  tendus  se  vont  entrecolant" 
p,  74,  I.  612.      Here   in  the   French   version   follows  the     following 
passage :         «  Son  parrin  fu  Earles  de  Saint  Denise, 

Son  nom  li  lessent  ne  11  ohangierent  mie. 
Bautise  fu,  si  a  sa  loi  grepie, 
Si  crut  en  Dieu  le  fix  Salute  Marie." 
Compare  the  account  of  the  baptism  of  Ferumbrasy  where  we  are  told 
that  **  ys  name  ther  y-ohaunged  was  i  &  was  ihote  Florens, 

ac  ]>o^  me  tomde  l^ar  ys  name  i  as  \>e  manere  was, 
Euere  ^ut  after  a  baar  \>e  same  i  &  men  cliped  him." 
p.  74,  L  618.     "  was ;  **   probably  we   should   read   nas ;    cf.   1.   522 ; 

Ferumbras,  L  1087. 
p.  74,  1.  628.     Fr.   "  For  li  aurez  mult  riche  manantie.''     I   do  not 

understand  the  word  "  Powunce." 
p.  75,  L  666.     "Mi  Cites  brekes  &  bristes;"  Fr.  "mes  chastels  art  e 

brise  mes  citez." 
p.  76, 1. 671.   In  the  English  version  this  passage  is  almost  unintelligible, 
but  the  French  assists  us  to  clear  up  the  difficulty.     Charles,  at  the 
end  of  his  address  to  his  knights,  asks  their  advice  as  to  whether  they 
should  march  against  Garcy  at  once,  or  wait  till  the  spring : 
"  Imim  no8  1  ainz  que  vienge  estez, 
TJ  atendura  treske  y ver  seit  passez  7  ** 
To  this  they  reply  :  «*  De  merveille  parlez. 

Celui  n'i  a  ne  seit  tut  aprestez, 
Mar  i  auera  altre  terme  nomez." 
Charles  then  agrees  to  postpone  their  departure  till  the  following 
April.  We  thus  see  that  "to  fende  of"  probably  means  to  postpone 
the  expedition,  although,  if  so,  the  next  line  appears  inconsistent.  I 
can,  however,  make  nothing  else  of  the  passage.  The  Auchinleck 
MS.  version  reads : 

'*  Whether  wole  we  wenden  oppon  him  anon, 
Otbir  abide  til  winter  be  gon. 
The  duzzeperes  acentenden  f^er  to. 
To  bide  til  winter  were  l-do." 
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p.  76,  I.  686.  From  the  French  version  of  the  present  passage,  it  is 
clear  that  the  events  which  are  heing  described  are  snpposed  to  take 
place  in  December.  (See  remarks  in  In  trod  action,  §  6.)  The  French 
settle  down  for  the  winter,  and 

*'  or  va  decembre,  si  est  paaee  jeneuers, 
Feverier  e  marz,  e  vient  li  tens  leger." 
But  curiously  enough  the  poem  opens  by  saying  that  it  was 
**  a  Pasques,  si  comme  oi  avon, 
Tint  sa  cour  Kalles  ^  Paria^  sa  meson.** 
Tlie  Auchinleck  MS.  version,  following  the  Middlehill  MS.,  corrects 
the  slip,  and  says,  1.  55,  "  Hit  was  Childermasse  day "  when  Otuel 
arrived  at  Paris  on  his  message. 

p.  76,  1.  688.  In  the  French  the  names  of  the  douzeperes  are  given  as 
follows  :  Roland,  Oliver,  Anseis,  Qirard,  Engelier,  Estnlt,  Turpin, 
Girard,  Bertoloi,  Otuel,  Naymes,  and  Ogier.  The  English  list,  it  will 
be  noticed,  only  accounts  for  ten,  nor  do  the  names  in  the  two  lists 
correspond.     See  note  to  Sir  Ferumbrcu,  1.  259. 

p.  77,  1.  701.     "  By  thowsande  tale ; "  so  that  they  might  be  counted 
by  thousands.     Compare  Copland's  Ghiy  of  Wanoick,  K  ii : 
"  Y  see  comming  in  a  dale, 
Many  a  thousande  Lumbarde  H  tale" 

p.  77,  1.  702.     "Mount  Marteres;"  Fr.  " Munmartre.'' 

p.  77,  1.  709.  "Semled."  The  same  spelling  occurs  in  Sir  Otuel,  p. 
72 :  "  Tho  lette  Garsie  aseml^n  anon,  alle  hise  sarajins  echon,"  and 
in  Torrent  of  Portugal,  1066. 

p.  77,  1.  721.  "forthirmaste;"  the  first;  Fr.  "Prim  jord'avril"  Com- 
pare Sege  off  Melayne,  1.  229. 

p.  78,  1.  736.  Perhaps  this  line  is  really  complete  as  it  stands,  and  no 
word  is  lost  by  the  tearing  of  the  MS.  We  might  then  complete 
the  next  line  by  reading  "ther  werfe  still,]"  or  we  might  road 
"  gentill  [fre,]  "  and  in  1.  737,  "  were  Tthreel,"  omitting  the  [A]  in 
1.  738. 

p.  78,  1.  738.     ^'  A  thousande ; "  Fr.  "  set  cent" 

p.  78,  1.  740.     "Mandely;"  Fr.  "Mungiu." 

p.  78,  1.  742.     "Vertely;"  Fr.  "Vergels." 

p.  78, 1.  745.  Fr.  "  Sur  Teve  del  Ton  les  a  fait  osteilior."  The  river 
is  called  "  Roltane  "  in  1.  756,  below. 

p.  78,  1.  755.       "  A  max  de  fer  a  fet  les  puelx  piler, 

A  fortes  bandes  Ta  fet  mult  bien  fremer. 
Ffors  est  11  pons,  bien  8*i  puet  on  fier.** 

p.  79, 1.  784.  In  one  MS.  of  the  French  version  the  names  are  given 
as,  Barsamin,  king  of  Nineveh,  Corsabre,  Kscorfaut,  and  Clarel ;  in 
the  other,  that  in  the  library  of  Sir  T.  Phillipps,  the  name  Ascanars  is 
substituted  for  that  of  Escorfaut.     See  1,  811,  below. 

p.  79,  1.  790.     See  note  to  Sege  off  Melayne,  1.  350. 

p.  80, 1.  798.  The  French  version  explains  the  cause  of  Clariel's  desire 
to  meet  Roland,  viz.,  that  he  might  avenge  the  death  of  his  brother 
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Samson  of  Monbrant,  who  had  been  slain  by  the  French  champion  in 
a  tournament  at  Pampeluna. 

^  Car  si  ocist  Samsoinie  de  Monbrant, 
Sooz  Pampelune,  k  .1.  tomoiement ; 
n  est  men  fraire,  s'en  ai  le  cuer  dolent 
De  duel  moral  si  n*en  preng  vengement*' 

p.  80, 1.  803.  ''  faire  **  makes  no  sense,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we  should 
read  "of  are,"  that  is,  *'whom  we  spoke  of  just  now." 

p.  80,  L  806.  ^'  slees ; "  an  instance  of  the  northern  form  of  the  im- 
perative mood. 

p.  80,  1.  811.  Here  in  both  French  MSS.  the  Saracen  king*s  name  is 
given  as  Ascanars,  the  former  name  Escorfaut  not  occurring  again. 

p.  80,  1.  812.  See  note  to  Sir  Ferumbras,  1.  473  :  "  ryd  J>ou  to  me  wyf 
a  cor8  of  toerre,^ 

p.  80,  L  815.  Compare  Sir  FerumbraSy  1.  6722 :  "  Of  fyne  ne  sohalt 
J)ow  lose  nojt,  fe  ioorthy  of  a  pere  ;  "  and  see  note,  ihid,  1.  6442. 

p.  80,  I.  822.  "Of  horse  he  garte  hym  helde.**  Compare  11.  499  and 
649,  above,  and  Hora  Child^  &c.  (Ritson's  Metrical  Romances,  vol.  iii.), 
1.  674 :  "  Of  his  hors  he  made  him  Jheld ; "  and  Morte  Arthuriy  ed. 
Fumivall,  L  261 :  "Galehodis  party  by-gan  to  Jielde.*'  "To  Helde  : 
vbi  to  bowe." — CathoL  Anglicum,  "  Heldyfi  or  bowyfi.  IncUno,  Jlecto, 
deflector — Prompt,  Parv,  For  other  instances  see  my  note  in  the 
Quholicorif  and  Sir  Perceval,  1.  1671. 

p.  81,  1.  846.  "  lofesome  vnder  lyne ; "  literally,  handsome,  lovely  in 
dress.  The  same  expression  occurs  in  Sir  Tristram,  iii.  47  :  "  lufsum 
under  line."     Compare  11.  861  and  1279,  below. 

p.  81,  1.  847.  "Melle;"  his  sword.  Fr.  "Treit  at  s'esp^e,  Mell^e  la 
trenchant." 

p.  81, 1.  851.  ^  A  noble  cheke  here  wonn)  hafe  yee ; "  that  is,  you  have 
won  a  noble  victory.  The  French  version  reads  :  "  Pemez  mei  vif, 
echec  avez  fait  grant"  "  Eschec,  A  Checke  at  Chesse-play.  Donner 
eschec  et  mat  a.  To  subdue,  conquer,  overcome,  surmount,  surpasse, 
win,  or  get  the  better  oV* — Cotgrave. 

p.  81,  1.  861.  "  worthily  vndir  wede ; "  a  very  common  phrase,  and 
equivalent  to  well-looking  in  their  armour.  Compare  Sir  Tkopas, 
2107 ;  Amis  and  Amiloun,  pp.  370,  375,  &c. ;  and  see  1.  846,  above. 

p.  82,  1.  876.  I  take  this  line  to  mean  that  against  the  1000  Saracens 
there  were  no  more  than  the  three  French  knights. 

p.  82, 1.  885.     See  note  to  Sege  off  Melayne,  1.  396. 

p.  82,  1.  886.     A  very  early  instance  of  a  phrase  now  very  common. 

p.  83,  L  896.     «  Sir  Carpe ;  "  Fr.— 

**  Carmel  de  Tabarie, 
Un  Sarazin  qui  tus  les  altres  guie : 
Bien  est  arme^  si  set  sur  Pennepie." 

p.  83, 1.899.     Fr.— 

"  Que  dirrum  noe  &  I'emperur  Garsie  ? 
Ke  par  .iii.  hummes  est  si  grant  gent  hnnie  }  " 
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154  NOTES   TO  pp.  83 — 86,  U.  914 — 990. 

p.  83,  1.  914.     See  note  to  Sir  FerumhraSy  1.  988.     The  French  veraion 

gives  the  name  of  Oliver's  sword  as  "  Halteclere." 
p.  83,  1.  919.     The  French  version  is  rather  different.     It  mns : 
"  Par  le  champ  broche  Talfage  de  Nubie, 
Un  Sarazin,  que  Dampnedeu  maldie, 
Cusihs  fu  11  ^  la  bele  Alfamie/' 
The  translator  has  apparently  taken  Alfamie,  which  is  really  the 
name  of  Glariers  mistress  for  the  name  of  a  knight     See  note  to  1. 
966,  below, 
p.  83,  1.  923.     **  toppe  ouer  tayle."    Compare  11.  656  and  1301.    "  Toppe 
ouer  tayle ;  precijntanter.     To  cast  Tope  ouer  Tayle ;  predpitari.^ — 
Caih,  Anglicum,     Gawin  Douglas,  in  bis  translation  of  Virgil,  Book 
YII.  p.  221,  has  "quyte  peruert  or  tumit  top  ouer  taU    Latinus 
houshald." 
p.  84,  1.  926.     Compare  Quy  of  Wanmch^  1. 10367  :  "  The  Kyng  Anlafo 
vxu  well  woo  :  '*  Sir  FerumhrctSj  1.  209,  and  Genesis  and  Escodus,  1033, 
"  Jacob  was  t/w."     See  Sege  of  Melayne^  1.  569. 
p.  84,  1.  929.     In  the  French  Oliver  seizes  the  horse  of  Sir  Garpe : 
"  si  salt  BUT  Pennepie 
Le  bon  destrier  Carmel  de  Tabarie." 
"  too  "  has  evidently  been  altered  by  the  southern  scribe  from  "  ta." 
p.  84,  1.  941.     "  lefte  the  swete ; "  lost  their  lives.     Compare  Grawin 
Douglas,  Virgil,  ^neadoSy  Bk.  I.  p.  29  (ed.  1710)  : 

"  Quhar  that  the  valiant  Heotour  losU  the  swete 
On  Achilles  Bpeir." 

The  same  expression  occurs  in  the  Sege  of  Melayne,  1.  372.     See  also 

Morte  Arthurs,  2146  &  3360  ;  Allit,  Poems,  C.  364 ;  and  K,  Alexander, 

p.  105. 
p.  84,  1.  951.     Fr. —    "  Vos  nel  poez  tenser, 

Ja  li  verrez  tuz  les  membres  colper.** 
p.  84,  1.  952.     "  As  anenthe  the ; "  as  against  thee,  so  far  as  thou  art 

concerned  (quod  ad  te  attinet).     Compare  Sir  Ferumbras,  I.  6877,  and 

Wyclif,  Mark  x.  27  :  "  Anentis  men  it  is  impossible,  but  not  anempHs 

God  ;  for  all  thingis  ben  possible  anemptis  God." 
p.  84,  1.  965.     Fr.  "  Uit  Sarazins  a  il  fet  demander." 
p.  84,  1.  956.     "  my  leman) ; "   Fr.  "  m*amie,"  named  in  the  French 

"  Alfamie,"  and  in  the  present  version,  see  1. 1324,  below, "  Alphayne." 

See  also  the  quotation  in  note  to  1.  919,  above, 
p.  85,  1.  967.     "  white  as  fame ; "  a  very  common  simile.     Compare, 

for  instance.  Sir  Degrevant,  1.  1385 :  "  Towellus  of  Eylyssham,  why^th 

as  the  seeys/a77i«/"  Sir  FerumhraSj  1.  3956  : 

"  par  cam  an  herte  foT\>  reke,  As  wyt  as  melkys/am^.*' 

Isumhras,  262  ;  and  the  quotation  in  Halliwell,  p.  346. 
p.  85,  1.  976.     "  bute  ne  belde ; "  help  nor  refuge, 
p.  85,  1.  979.     *'  glotouns ; "  a  common  term  of  reproach  or  abuse.    See 

Sir  Ferumhras,  11.  164,  1633,  and  3841. 
p.  86,  L  990.     Fr.  "  ore  vos  conuis  assez." 
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p.  86, 1.  993.     Fr.— 

"  D'une  herbe  duce  li  donent  k  mangier, 
Ee  Deu  m^isme  planta  en  sun  vergier ; 
Seine  at  k  nun,  tel  pot  hum  preiser. 
Oil  dormi  tost,  qui  en  at  grant  mester, 
Quant  il  s^esveille,  si  se  sent  tut  legier, 
E  plus  fu  sein  que  prune  de  pruner." 

Compare  the  similar  incident  in  Sir  FerumhraSj  1.  138& 

p.  86,  L  1001.  "  p&y  fuH  harde  handilde  ware."  Compare  Barbour^s 
Bruce,  ed.  Skeat,  x,  693 :  "  The  Erll  wes  handlyt  thair  so  hat ; " 
and  Coverdale,  Proverbs,  xxiv.  28 :  "  I  wil  handle  him,  euen  as  he 
hath  dealte  with  me.*' 

p.  87,  1.  1032.  "thethey."  (?)  the  meaning  is  evidently  .rash,  hasty, 
but  I  cannot  account  for  the  form. 

p.  87,  1.  1008.  "boon;"  prepared,  ready.  Icel.  humrij  p.p.  of  huOj  to 
prepare.  **  \>td  bad  [)at  bald  men  suld  be  honne. 

To  haue  hir  tite  out  of  |?e  toune." 

Legend*  of  the  Holy  Rood,  p.  81. 
"  He  wold  be  houn  ble|>eli  |>e  bold  batayle  to  hold." 

William  of  Paleme,  1144. 

p.  87,  1035.  **At  hir  awenn)  Fyndynge;"  Fr.  "Que  Beleseut  a  tuz  k 
sun  manjer," 

p.  87,  1.  1037.     "Florence;"  Fr.  "Flori." 

p.  87,  1.  1052.  "  gramaungere."  I  can  only  explain  this  word  by  sup- 
posing it  to  mean  gluttony,  greediness.  In  the  French  version  the 
line  runs :  "  Quidez  vos  sul  les  paienz  tuz  mangier." 

p.  87,  1.  1053.  "  vnder-tone ; "  evidently  tho  riming  words  originally 
were  ane,  tme^  vnder-tane,  slayne. 

p.  88,  1.  1060.     "ynglere;"  Fr.  "Engillers." 

p.  88,  1.  1065.  "  hounde ; "  a  very  common  term  of  abase,  applied  by 
the  Christians  to  the  Saracens,  and  vice  versa, 

p.  88,  1.  1066.  "  carefull."  Compare  Sir  Ferumhras,  11. 1115  and  5221, 
and  notes,  and  Song  of  Roland,  1.  605. 

p.  88,  1.  1067.     Fr.  "  Monjoie  1  escrie,  ferez  i,  chevalier  I " 

p.  88,  1.  1080.  "  nonekyns  dere ; "  injury  of  no  kind.  Compare  P. 
Phwman,  B.  xi.  185  :  "  none  kynnes  riche ; "  and  see  Prof.  Skeat's  note 
to  C.  xi.  128.  In  1.  376  we  have  "  nonkynsthynge  "  =  no  kind  of 
thing.     See  also  1.  125  above. 

p.  89,  1.  1084.     Fr.— 

"  A  la  rescousse  vint  poignant  Ysorez, 
Gautier  de  Termes  et  Girart  I'alosez." 

p.  89,  1.  1112.     "  Qede ; "  the  devil.     Compare  Chiy  of  Warwick,  1.  8214. 
p.  90,  L  1117.     "a  turke;"    in    the   French   **  Arapater  .i.   Tare   de 

Floriant,"  who,  we  afterwards  learn,  was  a  kinsman  of  Otuel's. 
p.  90,  1.  1124.     Fr.  "Fran9ois  reculent  plus  de  derai  arpent." 
p.  90,  1.  1125.     "  Ane  Almayne ; "  Fr.  "  Droon  I'Alemant." 
p.  90,  1.  1126.     "  G[r]auntere  ;"  Fr.  "  Girart  d'Orleens."     In  the  next 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


156  NOTES  TO  pp.  90—08,  IL  1129 — 1230. 

line  Otes  and  Rayner  are  additions  of  the  translator.  On  the  former 
name  see  note  to  1.  67,  ahove. 
p.  90,  1.  1129.  Here  the  translator  has  passed  over  some  50  lines  of 
the  French  original,  in  which  are  narrated  the  death  of  Arapater  at 
the  hands  of  Otael,  and  the  discomfitare  and  flight  of  the  Saracens, 
who  are  met  by  a  reinforcement  of  20,000  men.  Clariel  then  retires 
within  Attalie,  and,  mounting  on  the  battlements,  demands  Otael^s 
name.  Otnel  tells  him,  and  they  then  agree  to  fight  Iheir  duel  the 
next  morning,  the  day  being  too  far  advanced  to  do  so  at  once, 
p.  90,  1.  1140.     In  the  French  Otuel  adds  that  he  is  <*  fix  Galien :  ma 

mere  ot  nom  Ludie." 
p.  91,  1.  1151.     "  wichede ; "  Fr.  "  enchant^." 
p.  91,  1.  1157.     "pye  ; "  a  pea.     Fr.— 

''tot  tes  Dez  ne  valent  une  alie. 
mal  dehez  alit  tote  lor  compaignie, 
car  11  ne  valent  une  pome  porrie."     See  1.  222,  above, 
p.  91,  L  1163.     Fr.— 

**  Le  Sarrasins  li  a  levg  le  doi, 
Et  Otinel  li  otria  sa  foi 
Que  la  hataille  ne  remaindra  en  soi.** 
p.  91,  L  1171.     Compare  Sir  Triamour,  1.  468  :  "  hur  sono  was  feir  of 

hide  and  hewe.^     The  phrase  occurs  again  in  I.  1230,  below, 
p.  91,  L  1174.     See  note  to  Sege  off  Melayne^  1.  1171.     The  French 
reads :  '<  La  fille  Karle  11  cerche  lea  costez, 

Que  il  ne  soit  ne  plaiez  ne  nafifrez." 
p.  91, 1.  1178.     "lett;"  lighted,  Fr.  "sont  les  feux  alumez." 
p.  92,  1.  1180.     Fr.  "les  morz  conrotent** 
p.  92,  1.  1187.     "  wooke."    This  form  occurs  in  Chaucer,  KmghUB  TaU^ 

I  535. 
p.  92, 1.  1199.     Here  in  the  original  we  have  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  Clariel : 

"N*ot  si  bel  home  de  ci  en  Oriant, 
.XY.  piez  a,  quant  11  est  en  estant.** 

The  account  of  his  armour  and  of  his  procession  through  the  town  is 
an  addition  of  the  English  translator. 
p.  92, 11.  1201-2.     "  hede :  by-wevede."     See  note  to  Sege  off  Melayne^ 
1.  329.     "  by-wevede ; "  entwined,  worked  round   with.     Compare 
AUeaunder,  1.  1085 : 

"  The  croune  of  gold  byweved,  He  set  on  his  fadir  heved ; " 
and  the  Old  Eng,  Misc.,  ed.  Morris,  p.  140  : 

**  Mid  on  red  mantel  I'U  were  bywened, 
Crane  of  ]H>rnes  ^u  heuedest  on  heued.** 
p.  92,  1.  1208.     The  subject  pronoun,  they,  is  omitted,  as  is  so  frequently 

the  case  in  this  poem.     See  note  to  Sege  of  Melayne,  1.  27. 
p.  93,  1.  1228.     "Naymes;"  the  French  adds,  "li  barbez."  .  See  ^ 

Ferumhras,  1.  2204. 
p.  93^  1.  1230.     See  note  to  I.  1171,  above. 
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p.  93, 1  1238.     ''thore;"  this  form  occars  in  Haoeloh^  1.  922;  Qenetia 

and  Exodus,  1.  211,  Ac 
p.  94,  1.  1250.     *<  folde ;  **  I  do  not  understand  this  word.     The  French 
reads :  '*  Ta  diz  que  forsenez, 

Ne  ffdz  aoroire,  trop  as  tea  jurs  uses." 
p.  94,  L  1262.  "crounkilde;"  wrinkled,  withered, 
p.  94, 1.  1254.     A  nearly  literal  translation  of  the  French,  <*  si  est  le 

poil  mellez ; "  that  is,  mixed  with  white. 
p.  94, 1.  1265.     Fr.— 

^  Glarel  me  dit,  oomme  fol  aasotez, 
Que  rien  ne  vaut  eainte  crestienteB." 

p.  94, 1.  1266.     The  phrase  has  already  occurred,  1.  345,  ahove. 
p.  95,  1.  1279.     See  note  to  1.  846,  ahove. 

p.  96, 1.  1278.     In  the  French  is  a  much  longer  account  of  the  process 
of  arming  Otuel : 

**  Ou  do6 11  vest  .i.  hon  hauhero  douhlier, 

On  chief  li  lace  I'elme  au  roi  Oalier, 

Qu*en  Bahiloine  oonquist  au  guerroier, 

Bt  Corroeouse  li  9aint  li  flex  Bonier ; 

Onques  nul  fevre  ne  pot  meillor  forgier. 

Au  ool  li  pent .{.  eeou  de  quartier; 

Estout  de  Langres  li  va  Tespi^  baillier, 

Le  fer  fu  bon,  le  fust  fu  d'uu  lorier. 

Una  eeperons  li  chau^a  Olivier^ 

Et  Belissent  si  li  tint  son  destrier, 

Et  Otinel  Tala  .iii.  foiz  haisier.** 

p.  96, 1.  1287.     "  Monthe ; "  perhaps  a  mistake  for  mirihe,  or  should  we 

read  mouihe  =  songs,  mirth  ? 
p.  96, 1  1290.     Ck)rapare  the  Poem  on  the  times  of  Ed.  U.,  pr.  in 
Wright's  PoUL  8ong$,  p.  340  : 

'*  al  )>at  whilom  was  mur|>e 
is  turned  to  irHe  and  tens ; " 

and  the  Old  Eng.  Homilies,  ed.  Morris,  i.  193 : 

''Mid  ham  is  muruhlSe  moniuold  wi^ute  teone  and  treie/* 
We  have  the  phrase  repeated  in  1.  1618,  below. 
p.  95,  1.  1298.     See  note  to  1.  812,  above. 
p.  95,  1.  1301.     See  note  to  1.  923,  above, 
p.  96,  L  1319.     Fr. —    «  La  lievre  enporte  et  trestot  le  joier, 
Si  que  lea  denz  v^issiez  blanchoier/' 

p.  96, 1.  1341.    In  Lincolnshire  and  some  other  of  the  northern  counties 

''  gain  **  is  still  used  in  the  sense  of  near,  ready ;  as  '*  the  gain  way," 

the  nearest,  shortest  way. 
p.  97,  1.  1346.     In  the  French  Alphayne  is  represented  as  torturing 

Ogier  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  GlarieL 
p.  97,  1.  1364.     I  do  not  understand  this  line,  and  the  French  original 

does  not  throw  any  light  upon  it. 
p.  97,  L  1366.     The  French  original  has  here  a  passage  omitted  by  the 
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translator.  Charles  is  represented  as  entrnsling  to  Naymes  the  chief 
command  in  the  coming  battle,  and  making  him  a  present  of  his 
charger  Volanl^  and,  in  addition,  of  five  manors  in  France. 

p.  97,  1.  1357.     "  Sir  Barlott  of  perse ; "  Fr.  "  Fiorient  de  Sulie.*' 

p.  97,  I.  1366.  "  he  askede  leue ; "  Fr.  "  a  demand^  ie  gant/'  Ck>mpaTe 
the  Song  of  Roland^  1.  482. 

p.  97, 1. 1368.  "  theire  hothere  dede ;"  the  death  of  both  of  them.  Com- 
pare "  to  yt>nnhen  bapre  gode,"  Ormulum,  6183 ;  "  to  deme  Mr  hotheres 
rijte,**  P.  Plowman^  B.  xviii.  37  ;  and  note  to  Sir  Ferumbrae,  1.  677. 

p.  98, 1.  1392.  "  his  lyfe  was  hym  foti  gnede ; "  was  wanting  to  him. 
The  expression  occurs  again,  1.  1422,  below.  Compare  Sir  Percevaly 
607  :  *'  He  made  thame  gammenefulle  gnede." 

p.  98,  1.  1393.  This  episode  does  not  occur  in  the  French  original. 
In  fact,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  poem  differs  so  considerably 
from  the  French  that  it  is  difficult  at  times  to  trace  the  connection 
between  them.  The  translator  appears  as  if  he  had  become  tired  of 
his  task  and  anxious  to  get  to  the  end  of  it  Thus,  although  the 
remaining  part  of  the  French  original  extends  to  nearly  500  lines, 
the  English  version  only  covers  about  200. 

p.  99,  1.  1408.  "  fuH  gud  wone  ; "  good  plenty.  Compare  Sir  Ferunh- 
hraa^  1.  3571,  "  delte  strokes /m/  god  toon,^  See  also  another  instance 
of  the  phrase  in  Guy  of  Warwick,  1. 11098  :  "  sende  hym  strokys  gode 
toon ;  "  and  the  editor's  note  on  the  derivation  of  loone  on  p.  444. 

p.  99,  1.  1410.  "wandrethe;"  sorrow,  misery.  O.lceL  vandrce^i,  Tlie 
word  is  not  very  common,  but  it  occurs  in  Layamon^  12,511 :  ''mid 
vmndre^e  and  mid  fare ; "  in  Ormulum,  4846 :  "  Onn^sen  all  fatt 
tvanndrap  &  wa ;  **  and  a  few  other  passages.  In  Small's  Metrical 
HomiUes]  p.  21,  1.  8,  we  have :  "  Folc  sal  thol  toandreth  and  ten." 

p.  99,  1.  1418.  "  slakkes  &  in  slade."  Compare  Anturs  of  Arther,  st 
xxiii.  :  'Mn  a  sloe  thou  schalle  be  slayn ; "  and  Sir  Degrevant^  1.  333  : 
''  He  laf  slawe  in  a  slak  fforty  score  on  a  pak." 

p.  99,  1,  1420.  "fade;"  heavily,  strongly.  Compare  Sir  Perceval, 
616  :  "  Jjofe  pat  he  werefadde  ;  "  but  ?  read  sade. 

p.  99,  L  1422.     See  note  to  1.  1392,  above. 

p.  99,  1.  1424.  "  horse ; "  this  word  is  a  true  plural.  See  Sir  Ferumhroi, 
1.  5827. 

p.  100,  1.  1445.  "  the  kynges  Sone  of  Alphane ; "  that  is,  the  son  of 
the  king  of  Alphane.     See  note  to  the  Sege  off  Melayne,  1.  1129. 

p.  100,  1.  1450.  "  Cursabolee ;  **  Fr.  "  Corsabrez."  In  the  present 
version,  1.  1483,  he  is  called  "  Cresable." 

p.  100,  1.  1457.     "  wele  ane  alblastire  schott  &  mare;"  Fr. — 
^  Ariere  sont  noz  Fran9oi8  recalea 
•Xiii.  arpcDz  et  demi  mesurez  : 
Paiens  les  out  durement  malmenez." 

p.  100,  I.  1459.  "  vn-ryde."  This  word  means  severe,  enormouSy 
huge,  or  numerous.  In  Guy  of  Warmch  we  find  it  applied  to  strokes, 
spears,  an  army,  a  body,  land,  &c.    See  Prof.  Zupitza's  note  to  1.  1647. 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  100 — 104,  U.  1466 — 1584,  159 

p.  100, 1.  1466.  "  Sir  Erym  sone ; "  the  son  of  Sir  Eryni.  In  the 
French  he  is  called  "  Hardonin,"  and  it  is  added  that  he  "  novele- 
ment  ot  est^  adobez.**  In  our  version  (see  1.  1469)  he  is  called 
•*  Nay  mere." 

p.  100,  1.  1477.     "  relyed."     Compare  Sir  Ferumhras,  1.  963 : 
"  Wi|>  J>at  \>e  Sarsyna  relieds  hem  >er." 

p.  100,  I.  1483.     "  Cresable ; "  Fr.  "  Corsable."   Compare  1. 1460,  above. 

p.  100,  1.  1486.  "  Aymere."  In  the  French  original,  "  Hardouin." 
See  1.  1466,  above. 

p.  100, 1.  1499.  *'  thilke  folde ; "  so  in  the  MS.,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  we  should  read  "  ihikke  folde."  Compare  Sir  Ferumbraa,  I.  583, 
and  1.  1108,  above.  It  is,  at  times,  almost  impossible  to  distinguish 
between  Ik  and  kk  in  MSS.  In  1.  1538  we  have  <'  thik  folde." 
Compare  Guy  of  Warwick,  1.  3329,  "  paynyms  tkyclifolde,''  and  the 
editor's  note. 

p.  102,  1.  1505.  "  Dubbide  fam)  selfe  to  knyghte ; "  that  is,  earned 
knighthood  for  themselves  by  their  courage  and  feats. 

p.  102,  1.  1610.     See  11.  1392  and  1422,  above. 

p.  102,  1.  1518.     See  note  to  1.  1290,  above. 

p.  102, 11.  1531-6.     This  episode  is  an  addition  of  the  English  translator. 

p.  103,  1.  1638.     "thik  folde ;"  cf.  1.  1108,  above. 

p.  103,  1.  1645.     "  heghte ; "  Fr.  "de  .v.  paiens  est  tozjors  bien  guetiez." 

p.  103,  1.  1646.  In  the  Auchinleck  version  Ogier  is  assisted  secretly  by 
"  a  noble  skuier  .  .  .  swithe  priueliche  and  stille."  He  provides  him 
with  arms  and  a  horse,  and  they  both  escape  from  the  city  **  abouten 
mid  ni3t.''  In  the  French  original  Ogior  begs  of  his  guards  to  loosen 
his  chains,  as  they  hurt  him.  They  refuse,  threatening  him  with 
worse  still,  when  Charles  is  defeated.  The  Danish  hero,  by  a  great 
exertion,  bursts  his  chains,  kills  his  five  guards,  and  escapes. 

p.  103,  1.  1547.     "  a  nastell  shide  ; "  an  astell  shide,  a  beam  or  baulk 
of  timber.     "  Astelle,  a  schyyd  (astyl  schyde).     Teda,  astula^  cadiaP 
Prompt.  Parv.     Cooper  renders  asmla  by  "  A  chip  or  lathe,  a  slise  S^^ 
of  anything.'* 

p.  103,  1.  1562.  "  fuoghe  ; "  sic  in  MS.  Probably  we  should  read 
"ynoghe,"  or  it  may  be  a  mistake  for  "toughe." 

p.  103,  1.  1555.  "  Kayres ; "  hurried,  hastened.  Compare  William  of 
Palemey  1.  373 :  "  pe  kouherde  kaired  to  his  house ; "  and  P.  Ploioman, 
Prol.  29 :  "  in  centre  to  cairen  aboute."  **  Troiell  far  to^fer  titly 
beheld,  Kayres  euyn  to  the  kyng."     Destruction  of  Troy,  1.  9894. 

p.  104,  L  1573.  In  the  original  Garcy  surrenders  to  Roland,  who  comes 
up  at  the  moment  when  the  Saracen  is  about  to  yield.  He  is  thrown 
into  prison,  where  he  dies.  In  Mr.  Fillingham's  MS.  he  is  converted 
to  Christianity.     See  Ellis,  Metr,  Rom,  II.  344. 

p.  104,  1.  1584.  In  the  original  the  wedding  of  Belesent  and  Otuel. 
takes  place  immediately  after  the  capture  of  Attale,  and  before  the 
return  of  the  French  army  to  Paris. 
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160  NOTES  TO  pp.  107 — 110,  IL  7 — 124. 


NOTES  TO  SONG  OF  EOLAND. 


p.  107, 1.  7.    The  passage  appears  to  be  hopelessly  beyond  explanation. 

There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  original  French  to  help  us. 
p.  107,  I.  22.    "  statis."    Compare  Oesta  Bomanorum,  p.  3 :  **  When  pe 

Meyre  and  ))e  $taty$  sawe  Jiis  doyng,"  &c. 
p.  108,  L  33.     «'  If."     The  word  is  indistinct  in  the  MS.,  bat  probably 

we  should  read  "  He*" 
p.  108,  1.  43.     *^  againste  his  comyng ; "  before,  in  preparation  for.     So 
in  the  Seven  Sagea^  L  1488,  the  Empress  debates :  "  How  scho  niyght 
agayens  nyght,  Fonden  a  tale  al  newe." 

Properly  tymhring  would  be  playing  on  a  timbrel,  but  here  it  is 
probably  used  in  a  general  way  for  playing  of  music.     '*  I  tymber, 
I  pi  aye  on  an  instrument  or  a  tymber.     Je  timbre.     The  may  dens  of 
London  were  wonte  to  tymber  more  than  they  do  nowe." — ^Palsgrave. 
**  TrymUnge  of  idbers^  answers  best  perhaps  to  our  <'  beating  of  tattoos." 
p.  109, 1.  69.     "  to  toun."     See  note  to  1.  908. 
p.  109,  1.  70.     See  Introduction,  §  14. 
p.  109, 1.  81.     In  the  original  the  dream  is  thus  told : 
*'  SuEJat  qu'il  eret  al  greignurs  porz  de  FLeer 
Entre  sea  polnz  teneit  sa  hanste  fraisnine; 
Guenes  li  quens  Fad  sor  lui  saisie. 
Par  tel  air  Tat  estrussee  et  brandie 
Qu'envers  le  eel  en  volent  lea  esciclea." 
p.  109,  1.  92.     "  ferre  in  fraunce  j "  Fr.  "  ^  sa  capele  ad  Ais." 
p.  110,  I.  97.     "Her;"   the  flesh.      '' Pulpa,  lira,"  Wright's  Vol  of 

Vocab.  p.  71. 
p.  110,  1.  99.     Fr. —    "Devers  Ardene  vit  venir  una  leuparz, 

Sun  cors  d^menie,  mult  fidrement  anilt.'* 
p.  110, 1. 104.     ^  tell"  would  here  seem  to  mean  think  over,  reflect  on. 
In  the  original  Charles  does  not  relate  his  dreams  to  any  one  at  this 
time, 
p.  110,  1.  114.     The  meaning  of  this  and  the  three  following  lines  is 
tolerably  easy  to  guess  at,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  explain  them 
clearly.     ^'  Aspendid  "  seems  =  a  spedid  ?=  have  fared, 
p.  110,  1.  121.    In  the  original  French  Charles'  speech  occupies  but  two 
lines :  "  Yeez  lea  porze  lea  deatreiz  passages, 

Ear  me  jugez  ki  ert  en  Tarlre-guarde." 
p.  110,  1.  124.     "  on  host ; "  perhaps  "  he  on  loft  "  =  high  aloft. 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  111—116,  11.  141 — 82i.  161 

p.  Ill,  1.  141.     "  prond  id  prea"     Compare  Sir  Ferumhran^  1.  5620 : 
"  In  \>Q  feld  leye  J>ay  with  wondes  wyde, 
pat  arat  wer  prout  on  pret^ 

p.  Ill,  1.  147.     Fr.  "  Vo8  estes  vifs  diables." 

p.  Ill,  ].  168.  "lueo.**  I  can  make  nothing  of  this  word,  which  is 
very  indistinct  in  the  MS.,  perhaps  men  was  meant. 

p.  Ill,  1.  196.  "knawe;"  knave,  lad.  A.S.  cnafa.  So  in  Alisaunder, 
1.  7968:  "knight,  swain,  and  knave,^*  Compare  also  1.  909  below: 
"  here  is  no  knave  but  I  will  mak  hym  knyght." 

p.  Ill,  1.  202.  Here  are  given  ten  names  of  knights,  and  in  1.  206  are 
mentioned  "  ofer  iiij  "  whose  names  are  not  stated,  making  a  total  of 
14  knights.  But  beside  this,  in  11.  214-^18  are  named  11  others, 
some  of  whom  will  be  recognised  as  sometimes  included  amongst  the 
douzeperes.  And  last,  but  certainly  not  least,  although  the  part 
which  he  takes  in  the  present  poem  is  very  slight  indeed,  at  1.  811  we 
have  the  name  of  Turpin,  the  chivalrous  and  undaunted  archbishop 
of  Rheims.^  It  is  therefore  clear  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  make 
up  a  list  of*  the  douzeperes,  properly  so  called,  so  far  as  the  present 
poem  -is  concerned. 

p.  113,  1.  218.     "  Richard ; "  Fr.  "  Girarz  de  Roussillon." 

p.  Ill,  1.  226.  "tutlers.'*  Compare  P.  Plowman,  B.  xx.  297  :  "  Alle 
taletellers  and  tyterers  in  ydel,"  where  one  MS.  reads  iutelers;  and 
Ancren  Ritole,  p.  212 :  "  te  deouel  leieiS  his  lute!  adun  to  his  earen,  & 
tutele^  him  al  bet  he  euer  wule."  "  Totelon  talys  (totelyn,  totylyn 
tale  in  onys  ere).     Susmro," — Prompt,  Parv, 

p.  114, 1.  254.  "  let  vs  ouer-slid ; "  let  us  pass  over,  pass  on.  I  know  of 
no  other  instance  of  the  word  in  this  sense,  except  perhaps  Willwm  of 
Paleme,  1. 3519 :  "  ])e  J^roli  ])0U3t  ])at  him  mened,  ])er-of  ])at  ilk  time  sone 
he  let  ouer-alide,**    over-ship  and  over-hop  are  used  in  the  same  sense. 

p.  114,1.  271.  "my  nouii);"  myn  OMm  =  my  own.  See  note  to 
Ohul,  p.  64,  1.  288.  Compare  Guy  of  Wartmck,  1.  1142.  "my 
nowne,"  1.  1807,  "fy  nowne,"  1.  7805;  "my  neme"  =  "min  earn." 

p.  116,  1.  290.  "  thryngid."  The  meaning  is  evidently  completely 
covered,  loaded,  but  I  know  no  other  instance  of  the  use  of  the  word. 

p.  115, 1.  303.  "wise;"  guide,  lead.  A.S.  wisian.  "I  shal  toisse 
30W  witterly  fe  weye." — P.  Ploumian,  B.  v.  662.  "  Wyssyn  or  ledyfl. 
Dirigo.'^ — Prompt,  Parv, 

p.  116, 1.  312.  "as  It  semyd  best.**  I  understand  this  to  mean  "as 
seems  most  probable." 

p.  1 16, 1.  313.     "  the ; "  «c  in  MS.  read,  "  the[n].'' 

p.  116, 1.  324.  "he  shakis  down  by  a  schaw;"  hurries,  hastens. 
Compare  Morte  Arthure^  1213  : 

"  He  somond  than  the  schippemene  scharpely  thereaftyre. 
To  sohake  forthe  with  the  schyre  mene  to  schifte  the  gudez.** 

'  M.  Gaston  Paris  is  wrong  in  stating  at  p.  165  of  his  Histoire  Poitique 
that  Turpin's  name  does  not  occur  in  the  poem. 

CKABL.  BOM.  II.  M 
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162  NOTES  TO  pp.  117—122,  IL  844—687. 

p.  117, 1.  344.     «  hir  ; "  evidently  a  mistake  for  "  his." 

p.  117,  1.  360.     **  with  oat ;  '*  so  in  MS.,  bat  evidently  we  should   read 

"  with  our." 
p.  117,1.376.     '^hethen  hound;''  a  common  expression  of  coDtempt 
ased  by  the  Christians  to  the  Saracens.     See  note  to  Destruction  of 
Troy,  2921 ;  "  to  tchake  over  lande,"  and  Guy  of  Warvnch^  5512. 
p.  118,  1.  389.     'Miis  shuld  for  euer."     I  can  make  nothing  of  this  line, 
p.  118,  L  390.    **  doluyn ; "  buried.    Compare  Genesis  and  Exodus,  2718 : 
"  He  dalf  him  in  iSe  sond  ; "  and  1893  : 

'<  Tsaao  quan  he  was  hold 
.ix.  score  yer  and  fine  told 
Was  doluen  on  ^at  stede.** 

p.  118,  1.  399.  '^  and  bathe  brewid  bale  in  this  ilkay  stoand."  Com- 
pare Minot,  p.  24 :  "A  Braban  hrewed  thai  hale  / "  and  Wright's 
Political  Songs,  p.  69  :  "  Let  him  habbe,  ase  he  hrem,  hale  to  dryug" 

p.  118,  1.  405.     "  hardref."     In  Sir  Ferumhras,  1.  4076,  «  Hardree." 

p.  119,  1.  421.     "  ryll."     I  do  not  understand  this  word. 

p.  119,  1.  422.  '*  cleves."  Compare  Layamon,  ii.  461 :  "  In  fan  -wilde 
cleues  holes  he  seche)> ; "  and  Morte  ArthurSy  1.  2396 :  "  Here  es  a 
knyghte  in  theis  klevys,  enclesside  with  hilles." 

p.  119,  1.  434.     "  righte ; "  read  "  rightes." 

p.  120,  1.  462.  "  splayd ; "  displayed,  unfolded,  O.Fr.  esphyer.  The 
omission  of  the  preposition  in  words  from  the  Romance  is  very  common. 
Compare  saut  and  assault,  pele  and  appeal^  scape  and  escape,  stray  and 
destroy,  say  and  asay,  &c. 

p.  120, 1.  456.  ^'  It  was  in  euery  mannes  ere,"  &c.  I  take  this  to  be 
equivalent  to  our  expression,  it  was  in  every  man's  mouth,  every  one 
spoke  of  it.  *^  And  not  to  seche ''  =  it  was  not  hard  to  find,  it  had 
not  to  be  sought  for.     Compare  Tusser,  JBtusbandry,  ch.  x.  st  24. 

p.  120,  1.  464.  There  is  evidently  some  corruption  in  this  line.  We 
should  expect  to  read  deffende, 

p.  120,  1.  467.     "  x  Ml.  by  taile."     Compare  note  to  p.  77,  L  701. 

p.  120,  1.  470.     "  he  ys  ; "  read  "  be  ye." 

p.  120,  1.  482.     Compare  Roland  and  Otuel,  1.  1366. 

p.  121, 1.  487.  Comparing  this  line  with  1.  686,  below,  it  would  seem 
as  if  the  translator  had  mistaken  the  French  adj.  Barharins  for  a 
proper  name.     The  original  has : 

"  Uds  reis  i  est,  si  ad  num  Gorsablix, 
Barbarins  est  d'un  estrange  pals." 

p.  121,  1.  490.     "  sonyst  oflF  ojjer ; "  before  all  the  others. 

p.  121, 1.  512.  "  ther-hendis ; "  thereabouts,  close  there.  Fr.  "Oliver  est 
desur  un  pin  muntel."  See  M.  Gaston  Paris,  Hist.  PoeL  p.  273,  note  2. 

p.  122,  1.  631.     "  couerd  ;"  lit.  recoverd,  so  brought  back. 

p.  122,  1.  534.     "  Abid,  quod  Roland,"  &c.     Fr.— 

**  Tais,  Oliver,  li  quens  RoUans  recant ;  / 

Mis  parrastre  est,  ne  voeill  que  mot  en  suns.** 

p.  122, 1.  637.     This  and  the  three  next  lines  appear  almost  hopelessly 
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NOTES  TO  pp.  122—128,  VL  647 — 768.  163 

comipt.     The  first  line   probably  belongs   to   Oliver's   answer   to 

Roland^s  question  ;  1.  539  I  take  to  mean  ''  when  onr  array  is  broken, 

then  it  will  be  time/'  &c. 
p.  122,  1.  647.     "  it  is  vs  on  bond  ;  *'  it  is  close  at  hand  for  as. 
p.  122, 1.  556.     "  ouer  course  ;  "  beyond  or  out  of  measure,  excessively. 
p.  123,  1.  561.     "  Have  you  had  any  bone  broken,  or  has  any  harm 

befallen  you  ?  " 
p.  123,  1.  571.     Ft. —    "  Dient  Franoeis :  Debet  alt  ki  s'en  fuit ! 

Jk  pur  murir  ne  vus  en  faldrat  uns.'* 
p.  123,  L  573.     "  as  I  dem  sheld.  •*     I  take  this  to  mean,  as  I  should 

advise  or  recommend. 
p.  123, 1.  577.     "  let  vs  further  fonge,**  let  vs  move,  venture  further.     I 

know  of  no  other  instance  of  fonge  in  this  sense,  but  fonde,  AS., 
/tmdian,  is  not  uncommon.     Compare  Pierce  Ihe  Ploughman's  Orede^ 

1.  408 :  "I  mot  heben  f<mden;'  Owl  and  Nightingale,  719 :   "  pider 

fvndelf  evrich  man,'^&c. 
p.  123,  L  679.     "roun."     ? 
p.  123, 1.680.     "diskid."    ? 
p.  123,  1.  686.     Evidently  the  meaning  is,  that  each  of  the  French 

offered  a  quantity  of  gold  :  perhaps  we  should  read  then  for  them, 
p.  123, 1.  689.     "  rusche."     I  don't  understand  this  word.     We  should 

have  expected  teste, 
p.  124,  1.  596.     "  geton ;  *•  a  banner,  properly  two  yards  in  length, 
p.  124,  1.  597.     "  do  ; "  done,  fastened, 
p.  124, 1.  606.     "  carf  ull ; "  piteous.     See  note  to  Sir  Ferumbras,  1. 

1116. 
p.  124, 1.  606.     "  wise ;  "  guide.     See  note  to  1.  303,  above, 
p.  124,  1.  612.     There  seems  to  be  a  word  wanting  at  the  end  of  the 

line, 
p.  124, 1.  619.     "  bown) ; "  ready.     See  note  to  Roland  and  Otuel,  1. 

1008. 
p.  124,  1.  637.     « is  ; "  probably  we  should  read  "  in." 
p.  126, 1.  638.     "  Wit  it  thy  nown  werk  ;  "  know,  be  assured  that  it  is 

thy  own  doing.     See  note  to  Sege  off  Melayney  1.  698,  and  compare 

Sir  Ferumbras,  1.  6127. 
p.  126, 1.  660.     "  rose ; "  boast.     See  note  to  Sege  off  Melayne,  p.  31,  1. 

966. 
p.  126,  1.  657.     Compare  ^r  Ferumbras,  1.  2231,  and  1.  786,  below, 
p.  126, 1.  667.     ''  be  that ; "  by  that  time.     See  Sege  off  Melayne,  p.  9, 

1.263. 
p.  126, 1.  671.     "  bround  ;  "  a  brand,  sword, 
p.  126,  1.  686.     **  barbarins  ;  "  see  note  to  1.  487. 
p.  126,  L  688.     "Nemys  ; "  in  the  original  French,  Turpin. 
p.  127,  1.  707.     "  sought"     I  do  not  understand  this  word.     The  three 

lines  appear  to  mean  that  Eastor's  coat  of  arms  was  gules,  three 

garlands  or. 
p.  128,  1.  756.     «hete  ;"  time.      Compare  Sir  Ferumbras,  1.   2762  : 

M  2 
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164  NOTES  TO  pp.  128 — 182,  U.  770 — 008. 

"  Caponns  y-bake  al-so  tok  he,  foure  in  f  ilke  heU^^  and  Destructian  of 
Troy,  10,288  :  "  Miche  harrae  in  fat  hete  happit  to  falle."     See  also 
ibid.  1.  9523  ;  and  Sir  Degrevant,  1.  1272. 
p.  128, 1.  770.     Compare  Sir  Generidea  (Roxb.  Club),  1.  5004  : 

**  the  king 
.  .  .  made  there  many  an  hurtling 
Forto  lete  him  hia  swerd  to  take ;  " 

and  Ancren  Riwle,  p.  166  :  *Muid  a  Intel  kurtlinge  ^e  muhten  al  nor 

leosen."     See  also  Sir  T.  Maleor's  Prince  Arthur,  ed.   1816,  i.  18. 

**  Hurtelin  to-gedur.    Collidere,^ — Prompt.  Parv. 
p.  129,  L  774.     "  I-sweld  ; "  see  note  to  Sege  off  Melayne,  II.  70,  79. 
p.  129,  I.  775.     The  heathen  in  that  army  met  with  ill  hap.  * 
p.  129,  I.  786.     Compare  I.  657,  above, 
p.  129,  1.  792.     "  o  manys  ayne."    The  passage  is  evidently  corrupt. 

Probably  we  should  read  "  by  o  man  syne  ; "  the  misreading  manys 

doubtless  arose  from  the  scribe's  eye  being  caught  by  that  word  in 

the  preceding  line, 
p.  129,  1.  795,     "An    hauchler ; "    most    probably    a    corruption    of 

hautecler,  the  name  of  Oliver's  sword.     See  note  to  Sir  Ferumbras, 

1.  988. 
p.  130,  1.  837.     Compare  Coventry  Mysteries,  p.  207  :  "  With  sum  myst 

his  wittys  to  merke" 
p.  131,  1.  848.     Here  is  the  French  description  of  the  storm  : 

"  En  France  en  ad  mult  merveillus  turment, 
Orez  i  ad  de  tuueire  e  de  vent, 
Pluies  e  gresilz  desmesureement. 
Chiedent  i  fuldres  e  menut  e  suvent, 
E  tenemoete  90  i  ad  veirement. 
De  Seint  Michel  de  Paris  josqu'as  Seinz, 
De  Besentun  tresqu'as  porz  de  Guitsand, 
N*en  ad  recet  dunt  del  mur  ne  cravent. 
Cuntre  midi  t^nebres  i  ad  grane  ; 
K'i  ad  clartet  se  li  eels  ne  n*i  fent ; 
Hume  ne  iVeit  ki  mult  ne  s'esspaent. 
Dient  plusor :  *  (^o  est  li  definement, 
La  fin  del  sdcle  ki  nus  est  en  present.' 
D  ne  Tsevent  ne  dient  veir  nient : 
Qo  est  li  granz  dulors  por  la  mort  de  Bollant.** 

p.  132,  1.  892.     **  suele."     I  do  not  understand  this  word :  ?  =  proud, 
p.  132,  1.  902.     "At;"    that.     Compare   Metrical  Homilies,   p.    73: 

"  Sainte  Makary  hard  say,  At  thai  wald  come  ; "  and  Legends  of  the 

Holy  Rood,  p.  109 :  '^  ])ai  come  tille  him  ))at  ilk  ni^t  atte  ])ai  sulde 

on  fe  mome  fi^t."     See  also  Sir  Degrevant,  1.  1200. 
p.  132,  I.  908.     **  Cum  agayn  to  toun) ;  '*  the  expression  simply  means 

return  home,  come  back.     Compare  Sir  Thopas,  1.  2028  : 

**  How  Sir  Thopas  with  sydes  smale, 
Priking  ouer  hil  and  dale 
Is  come  agayn  to  toitnc.** 
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NOTES   TO   pp.  132—135,  U.  909 — 1000.  165 

and  Wrigljfs  Ltjnc  Poetry :  **  Lenten  ys  come  wi|)  lone  to  toune.'^ 
"  Cyinan  to  vel  in  time,  venire  act  vicem  vel  in  vice  suaj*     Lye,  A.S, 
Diet     Compare  1.  69,  above, 
p.  132,  1.  909.     See  note  to  ).  196,  above, 
p.  133,  1.  920.     "  A  had  ;  "  Lave  bad. 

p.  133, 1.  928.     "  Was  there  never  man  who  fought  so  bravely." 
p.  133,  I.  931.     Fr.— 

**  Un  Sarrazin  i  out  de  Sarraguce 
De  la  citel  Tune  meitet  est  sue  : 
Co  est  Climborins,  ki  pas  ne  fut  produme  ; 
Fiance  prist  de  Guenelun  le  cunte, 
Par  amistiet  Ten  baisat  en  la  buche, 
Si  Ten  dunat  s'espee  e  s'escarbuncle." 

p.  133,  1.  940.     "  euer."     The  rime  shows  "  ere." 

p.  134,  1.  953.     "  dalabern  of  valem  ;  "  Fr.  "  un  paien  Valdabran." 

p.  134,  1.  955.     **  with  a  gyn  ;  "  Fr.  **  par  traisun." 

p.  134,  1.  964.     Fr.— 

"  D'Affrike  i  ad  un  Affrican  venut : 

^o  est  Malquiant  le  filz  al  rei  Malcud  ; 

Si  guamement  sunt  tut  k  or  batud. 

Cuntre  le  ciel  sur  tuz  lea  altres  luist., 

Siet  el  ceval  qu'il  cleimet  Salt-Perdut." 

p.  134,  1.  968.     "  Amys  of  almayn  ;  "  Fr.  "  Ans^is." 
p.  134,  I.  976.     "  Then  went  cadwen,"  Ac.     Fr.— 

'*  Del  altre  part  est  un  paien  Grandonies 
Filz  Capuel  le  rei  de  Capadoce  neez  . .  .  ." 

p.  134, 1.  978.     Fr.  "Pins  est  isnels  que  n'est  oisel  ki  volet" 

p.  134,  1.  982.     "berenger  and  g[uyon] ;  "  Fr.  "  E  Berenger  e  Guiun 

de  Seint-Antoine." 
p.  135,  1.  989.     **  peyssant ;  "  a  gorget  of  mail  or  plate  attached  to  the 

helmet.     See  Halliwell,  s.  v,  Pesane. 

'*  He  bitt  hym  evene  on  the  nekk-bane, 
Thurgh  yen  tale  And  pesane," — Sir  Perceval^  1722. 

In  Tytler's  HiBt,  of  Scotland^  ii.  369,  is  quoted  an  order  from  Acta  of 
Scottish  Pari,,  ii.  362,  under  date  1540,  that  *'  All  persons  whose 
fortune  was  below  a  hundred  pounds  of  yearly  rent,  were  to  have  a 
jack,  or  a  halkrick,  or  brigantine,  and  gloves  of  plate,  with  pescme  and 
gorget."  See  also  the  Anturs  of  Arthur^  ed.  Robson,  xlv.  11 :  "  He 
girdus  to  Syr  Gauane,  Throjhe  ventaylle  and  pusane,^ 

"  vnredly ; "  violently,  furiously.     See  Glossary  to  Sir  FerumhraSj 
$,  V.  V,  Ounride  and  Vnride,  and  note  to  Roland  and  Otuely  1.  1459. 
p.  135,  1.  1000.     "  whos  the  feld  was,  none  myght  know.**    We  still  use 
the  phrases  "  to  win  or  lose  the  field,"  that  is,  the  battle.     Compare 
Torrent  of  Portugal,  114  : 

"  Now  God,  that  dyed  appon  a  rode, 
Strengitbe  hym  both  bone  and  blod, 
The  f If  Id  for  to  haue  ; " 
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166  NOTES  TO  pp.  186,  186,  U.  1003 — 1043. 

and  Arthur^  1.  480  : 

<*  To  God  be  euere  alle  honoure^  ! 
TixQfalde  was  hys  &  Arthour^." 

So  in  the  Chronicle  of  Gretj  Friars  of  London  (Carad.  See),  p.  21  : 
**  XXXV iij  A®.  Thys  yere  was  another/eWe  at  sent  Albons,  and  the 
feJde  at  Northamtone,  and  at  Wakefelde,  and  at  Mortymers  crosse, 
anno  M^ccccxvj." 

p.  135,  1.  1003.  "  schill  ; "  shrilly,  loudly.  A.S.  acyll  Compare 
William  of  PalemCy  3831 :  *^  pe  king  of  spayne  gan  crie  keueli  & 
schille"     Compare  also  Sir  FerumbraSy  1.  3020. 

p.  136, 1. 1043.  It  is  singnlar  that  Roland  should  here  propose  to  send 
a  messenger  after  Charles,  instead  of  blowing  his  horn,  which  would 
be  at  once  a  speedier  and  a  safer  mode  of  recalling  him. 

For  the  completion  of  the  romance  see  Introduction,  Appendix, 
p.  xzzvi* 
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GLOSSARIAL  INDEX. 


The  references  are  in  every  case  to  page  and  line,  thus  45/1384  means 
p.  46,  1.  1384. 

pr.  (oTjpi.)  B.  =  present  (or  past)  tense,  3rd  person  singular. 
pr.  (or  pt)  pi,  =  present  (or  past)  tense,  3rd  person  pluraL 

M  =  Sege  of  Melayne.     O  =  Boland  and  OtueL 
E  =  The  Song  of  Eoland. 


Aboffb,  <idv,  M.  45/1384,  above. 
ACCORDBMENT,    sh,     E.     119/430, 

agreement,  reconciliation. 
Acton,  sh.  M.  30/917,  a  leathern 

jacket  worn  under  a  coat  of  mail. 
AoAiNSTE,  prep.  E.  108/43,  in  pre- . 

paration  lor,  before. 

A-OLAOB  =  A-OLAITCE,  odv,  M.  43/ 

1347,  gliding,  passing.    See  Ouy 

of  Warwick,  L  5067. 
AxBLASTDEtB,  sh.   O.    100/1457,   a 

cross-bow;  Lat.  arcubali$ta7n, 
Althere,  adj.  M.  28/870,  of  all ; 

>aire  althere  =  of  tliem  all. 
Amonge,  adv.  E.  130/868;  M.  19/ 

563,  here  and  there,  in  places,  ai; 

times. 
"Amonge,  or  flnm  tyme.    InUrdmm,  quan^ 
do^M.**— Prompt.  Pwv. 

We  find  the  expression  so  late 
even  as  Shakspere : 

'*  And  lusty  lads  roam  here  and  there 
So  merrily. 
And  ever  among  so  merrily." 

Anenthe,  prep.  O.  84/952,  lit.  op- 
posite to,  hence,  as  regards.*  8ee 
note. 

Afpelle,  1  pr.  $.  0. 66/343,  charge. 

Abe,  sb.  M.  43/1341,  mercy,  sake. 
A.S.  dr. 

Are,  adv.  M.  31/969,  before,  at 
first.    A.S.  CBT, 

Areste,  pi.B.'hL  9/250y  seized. 


AsCRYE,  vh.  M.  48/1502,  utter  the 

war-cry  at,  challenge. 
AsPENDiD,  pp.  E.    110/116.     See 

note. 
At,  conj.  E.  132/902,  that,  when. 
At,  prep.  O.  97/1366,  of,  from. 
AuOHTE,  pt.  8.  O.  67/406,  owned. 

A-VAUNTEDE,   pt.    8.    M.    51/1575, 

advanced,  promoted. 

Atjenaunte,  adj.  M.  30/920,  plea- 
sant, beautiful. 

AvENAUNTE,  8b.  O.  66/359,  plea- 
sure, pleasing.  * 

Attentale,  8b.  0. 66/357,  the  move- 
able part  in  the  front  of  the 
helmet. 

A-VOYDE,  vb.  O.  68/440,  clear. 

Aye,  8b.  O.  62/222,  egg.    A.S.  ceg. 

Aywhills,  co?y.  M.  26/798,  until 

Baile,  8b.  E.  122/553,  ruin,  harm. 

Bale,  8b.  M.  16/488,  a  funeral  pile. 
A.S.  bcel,  but  see  jiote. 

Bale,  sb.  O.  80/858,  woe,  ruin, 

Baptiste,  pp,  O.  90/1143,  bap- 
tised. 

Barett,  8b.  O.  99/1427,  fighting, 
struggle. 

Barres,  8b.  M.  37/1159,  41/1278, 
barriers,  rampart ;  owte  barres  = 
the  outer  rampart. 
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Basched,  pt  8.  R.  110/117,  fright- 
ened, alarmed. 
Batelle,  ah,  M.  12/365,  army. 
Batbll8,2)Z.  O.  90/1124,  battalions. 

Bayli,  $b.  M.  6/131.  Bayulbb, 
O.  74/632,  government. 

Baynb,  adj\  M.  7/186,  ready. 

Bede,  vb,  M.  47/1464,  offer. 

Bee,  vb.  M.  37/1161,  be,  remain. 

Be-hight,  1  pt  B,  E.  119/418, 
promised. 

Bekybe,  vb.  M.  7/186,  fight.  Be- 
KIR8,  pr,  pL  M.  41/1293. 

Belde,  sb,  O.  86/976,  help,  pro- 
tection. 

Beldis,  pr,  pi.  M.  48/1496,  take 
courage,  become  bold.  A.S. 
healdian. 

Be-lyfe,  <idv.  O.  84/929,  quickly, 
at  once. 

Bemes,  ap.  pL  B.  121/607,  trum- 
pets.    A.S.  heme. 

Bent,  ah.  M.  9/271,  field,  grass. 

Bere,  ah.  O.  60/183,  noise,  disturb- 
ance. 

Bern,  ah.  E.  113/237,  man,  knight. 

Beryns,  ah.  pi.  M.  9/275,  men. 

Bese,  pr.  a.  M.  23/698,  is. 

Bessant,  ah.  R.  118/411,  coin, 
money.  Properly  a  coin  of  By- 
zantium. 

Be-swyke,  vh.  M.  22/663,  deceive, 
betray. 

Be-teche,  1  pr.  a.  K  125/663, 
commend,  commit;  H.  130/842, 
assure,  promise. 

Beten,  pp,  E.  116/287,  inlaid. 
Bett.  pp.  0. 68/417 ;  M.  21/641, 
inlaid,  ornamented. 

Bettant,  O.  66/356,  ?  beaten  gold. 

BiGGED,  pp.  O.  63/275,  built. 

Blane,  pt.  a.  O.  102/1510,  stopt, 
ceased.     See  Blyn. 

Ble,  ah.  E.  127/708.  Blee,  M. 
44/369,  colour,  look.     A.S.  hieo. 

BLENCniD,^^«.R  118/402,  blinked. 

Blenkede,  pt.  a.  M.  44/1369, 
changed. 


Blif,  adv.  E.  125/652.    Blyf,  127/ 

703,  quickly,  readily. 
Blonkes,  ah.  pi.  M.  9/254,  steeds; 

properly  of  a  white  colour. 
Blyn,  imp.  a.  E.  122/634.  Blywb, 

1  »r.  a.  M.  16/452,  cease,  leave 

on.     A.S.  hlinnan. 
BoDYS,  ah.  pi,  E.  111/146,  promises, 

engagements. 
BoiSTOUS,  adj.  E.   109/94,  fierce, 

rough. 
BoLNEDE,  pp,  O.  69/149,  swollen. 
BoRD,  «6.  E.  128/765.? 
BoROWS,  ah.  pi.  M.  6/131,  boroughs, 

cities. 
Bote,  ah.  M.  19/682,  good,  advan- 
tage. 
BoTJN,  adj.  O.  86/1008.    BowN,  E. 

124/619,  ready,  prepared. 
Bound,  ?adv.  E.  113/226,  Preadily. 
Braid,   ah.    E.    115/301,    charge, 

struggle. 
Braid,  pt.  a.  E.  126/684,  started, 

leaped.     A.S.  hredan. 
Brastb,  pt.  pi.  M.  36/1076,  burst, 

broke. 
Braun,    ah.    E.    110/97,    muscle. 

O.Fr.  hraon.    The  word  was  ori- 
ginally a  dissyllable. 
Brawne,  ah.  M.  52/1699,  properly 

flesh  of  the  boar,  but  also  used 

for  flesh  of  any  kind. 
Braydbde,   pt.    pi.  M.   37/1132, 

drew,  snatcned. 
Braydes,  pr.  a.  M.  30/939,  spreada 
Brayste,  vh.  O.  86/986,  lit.  burst, 

hence,  hurt,  damage. 
Breme,   adj.    M.    31/969,    fierce, 

furious. 
Brenys,  ah.  pi.  M.  38/1182,  cuir- 


Brese,  pr.  |>^..E.  132/888,  bruiso, 

A.S.  hryaan. 
Brettenydb,  pp.  M.  60/1647.  See 

Brittynb. 
Brigge,  ah.  O.  78/765,  bridge. 
Bristes,  pr.  a.  O.  75/666,  bursts, 

breaks  utterly. 
Brxttyne,  vh.  O.  103/1563,  break. 
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cut  in  pieces.    Brtttenede,  pt 
pi,  0.  82/891.     A.S.  hrytnian. 

Brochkdb,  pt.  pi.  O.  80/800, 
purred. 

Beoches,  pr,  8.  M.  35/1084,  spits, 
transfixes. 

Broxjnd,  8h.  E.  126/671,  sword. 
A.S.  brand,  brond. 

BiTKiLBS,  pr.  8.  R  126/694,  buckles, 
fastens. 

Buhde,  imper8.  pr.  0.  94/1253,  be- 
hoves, is  fitting. 

BuRDOUBS,  8h.  pi.  O.  56/34,  jesters. 

BURDYNGB,  sb.  M.  46/1419,  joking, 
merriment. 

BUSE,  imper8.  pr.  M.  2/44,  a  con- 
tracted form  of  behoves. 

BUSKE,  vh.  M.  18/545,  prepare, 
make  ready.  Bxjskede,  pt.  pi. 
O.  56/43. 

But,  con/.  R  121/495,  unless,  ex- 
cept 

Bute,  8h.  O.  85/976,  remedy,  help. 

Byggynoe,  8h.  M.  16/467,  building. 

Byleues,  pr.  8.  M.  7/207,  remains. 

By-taughte,  pt.  8.  M.  4/115, 
handed,  gave. 

By-wbvede,  jpp.  O.  92/1202,  en- 
twined, inlaid.     A.S.  [hi]wevan. 

OAirrB,  8h.  M.  48/1495,  slope,  side. 
Oaittells,    8h.   pi    M.    33/1032, 

pieces,  fragments. 
Cabdynebb,  8h.  M.  51/1588,  Car- 

dinaL 
Cakbfull,  adj.  O.  88/1066.    Cab- 

FUix,  R.  124/605,  full  of  care, 

troubled.    Compare  Sir  Ferum- 

6nM,  p.  42,  L  1115:— 

"God  kepe  )>e  piisouns  out  of  sorwe!  for 
ear/M  W  were  J>at  day.** 

and  p.  162, 1.  5221  :— 

-  )te  Sarajrns  9ohulle)>  .  .  baue  A  oarful 

lomee/* 
Cely,  adj.  M.  13/393,  lucky.    A.S. 

8elig. 
Ckalakgb,    1   pr.   8.   O.    65/316, 

claim ;  bring  as  a  charge. 
Chbkb,  $h.  0.  80/851,  check.    See 
,  note. 


Clagute,  pt  8.  O.  72/565,  caught. 

Clergy,  sh.  O.  71/530,  learning. 

Cleves,  8h.  pi.  E.  119/422,  rocks, 
cliffs. 

Con,  vh.  O.  80/798,  know,  recog- 
nise. 

CoNANDE,  8b.  O.  61/193,  covenant, 
agreement,  condition. 

CoNYSAUNCE,  8b.  M.  47/1466,  cog- 
nisance. 

Coo,  8b.  O.  64/286,  jackdaw. 

" Coo,  byrdc  or  schowhe.    MonedtUa** 

Prompt.  Part). 

Cbayon,   8b.   M.   22/680,   craven, 

coward. 
Cbounkilde,    adj.    0.     94/1252, 

wrinkled. 
CouERD,  pp.  R.  122/531,  ?  returned, 

turned  back. 
CowPED,  pt.  pi.  O.  69/453,  struck. 
CURROUB,  8b.  M.  45/1378,  courier, 

messenger. 

Dalt,  pt.  pi.  M.   33/1030,   dealt 

[blows]. 
Dannge,  pt.  8.  0.  83/916,  struck, 

dashed. 
Darfely,  derfely,  adv.  M.  33/ 

1030,  1033,  bravely,  valiantly. 
Dawen,  vt.  8.  E.  118/389.    Dawid, 
dawned. 

**  Ala  8oyn  als  it  dawU  day." 
Barbours  Bruce»  ed.  Skeat,  xvil.  103. 
"  To  Daw !  diere,  diescere,  diet,  dUibat** 
Cathol.  Anglicum. 

^EDB,  8b.  M.  18/548,  death. 

Dele,  vh.  M.  38/1195,  divide, 
share. 

Deliuerly,  adv.  M.  33/1027, 
sharply,  quickly. 

Dere,  vb.  O.  70/495,  hurt. 

Derid,  pt.  8.  E.  109/81,  troubled. 

Derraye,  8b.  0.  66/375,  disturb- 
ance. 

DisoRYE,  v6.  O.  63/273,  cry  at.    C£ 

ASOBYB. 

Disked,  pt.  e.  E.  123/580,  ? 
DiSTANS,  8h.  E.  126/675,  ? 
Do,    pp.    E.    124/597,    fastened, 
I      worked. 
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DoANDE,  jpre«.  part,  M.  35/1092, 
doing,  in  action. 

JioFB,  sb.  O.  73/678,  dove. 

DoiLFULLE,  adj.  R  130/833,  dread- 
ful, sad,  doleftd.  Doillfully, 
ada.  E.  131/850. 

Dole,  sb,  M.  34/1055,  sorrow,  pain. 

DoLXHTN,  pp.  E.  118/390,  buried. 

DosoHE,  sb,  M.  16/470,  dart,  dash. 

Dreohinoe,  ab.  E.  109/80,  sorrow- 
ing. 

Deee,  1  pr.pl.  M.  34/1055,  suffer, 
endure.    See  Dry. 

Dreghb,  adj.  O.  76/696,  vigorous, 
sharp,  fierce.     O.IceL  driugr, 

**  In  dre^  droupyng  of  dreme  dmueled  |>at 
noble."— iS»r  Qawayne^  1760. 

Dreuede,  pp.  O.  92/1205,   laid, 

placed. 
Dristb,i)<.|)/.M.  33/1033.  PDrdtb 

=  drove,  struck. 
Dry,  vb.  M.  25/755.    Dryeb,  48/ 

1485,  endure.     A.S.  dreogan, 
Dryfe,  vb,  0.  83/902,  strike,  **let 

fly**  a  blow. 
Dryghtyne,  sb.  O.  95/1283,  lord. 
Duohepers,   sb.   pi.   M.   26/808, 

douzeperes. 
Dynge,    vb,    M.    49/1512,    dash, 

strike. 

Eghe,  sb.  M.  43/1352,  eye.  Eohnb, 

pi  O.  68/424. 
Elde,  sb,  O.  76/682,  age. 
Emagery,  sb,  M.  2/25,  images. 
Eme,  sb,  O.  60/160,  uncle. 
Ensuredb,  pp.  0.  60/160,  assured, 

pledged. 
EvYNHAUNT,  adj.  M.  25/782.    See 

note. 

Fade,  adv.  O.  99/1420.    See  note. 

Fayne,  sb.  M.  36/1104,  joy.  A.a 
fcBgen,  used  as  a  subst^tive. 

Fee,  sb.  M.  46/1420,  chattels,  pro- 
perty. 

Fele,  adj\  O.  102/1503,  many. 
A.S./eol. 

Feles,  sb.  pi.     Felos,  Fellos, 


E.  117/349,  352,  362,  fellows, 
companions. 

Fell,  sb.  O.  55/8,  skin. 

Fellichip,  sb.  R  124/601,  com- 
panions. 

"a  FelliBchippe ;  oonsorcimm,  soeieias  H 
cetera;  «o»  a  company."— Oo/IA.  Ang. 

Fende,  pt.  s,  O.  86/1016,  found. 

Ferd,  sb.  Bw  135/1003,  fear. 

Fere,  adv,  M.  21/645,  in  fere  = 

together. 
Fere,    adj.    M.   46/1436,    proud, 

fierce,  bold. 

**hdlandfere.*''-air  ItmmbroM,  001. 
"  Komes  euen  to  kourt  as  knijt  hoi  ^fen.^ 
William  qf  Paleme,  1583. 

Fere,   sb.  O.   57/68,   companion. 

A,S.  Igelfera. 
Ferkes,  pr.  s.  M.  16/484,  launches, 

reaches.     A.S.  ferdan. 
Ferlydb,  pt.  pi,  M.  48/1474,  mar- 
velled, wondered. 
Ferlys,  impers.  pr.  M.  18/552,  it 

surprises,  makes  to  wonder. 
Ferrers,  adj.  O.  93/1227,  further. 
Fett,  pt.  pi.  O.  92/1180,  fetched, 

broiight  together. 
Fewter,  sb.  M.  47/1462,  the  rest 

for  a  lance. 

"A  fUre  floreechte  spem  in  fewlfre  be 
CMU».**—MorU  Arlhure,  13W. 

Fbwterde,  pt.  s.  M.  48/1474,  placed 

in  the  rest. 
Fey,  adj.  O.  55/18,  dead.     A.a 

feege. 
FiCHE,  pp.  R  133/932,  fixed,  set 
Flote,  p<.  s.  M.  19/563,  complained, 

chided.     A.S.  Jlitan. 
Flynges,  pr,  s,  0.  81/830,  strikes, 

hurls  blows. 
FoiLis,  sb.  pi.  R  109/64,  ?  foals, 

horses. 
FoNG,  pp.  R  124/621,  taken,  ac- 
cepted. 
FoNGE,  vb.  R  123/577,   proceed, 

try,  venture. 
FORBODE,  sb.  M.  14/406,  forbidding. 

See  note. 
FoR-IiTSTE,  vb,  O.  79/778,  beat  in 

jousting. 
FoR-Tm,  conj.  0.  62/217,  therefore. 
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FOBTHIBMASTS,  idj.  M.  8/229;  O. 
TJp2l,  first,  foremost 

POB-TBAUBLLEDE,   adj,  O.   78/761, 

worn  out  with  trayelling. 
FOBWAEDBS,    pt.   pi   M.    26/804, 

agreements,  covenants. 
FoB-WEPB,  fp.  M.  4/89,  worn  out 

with  weepmg. 
Fee,  sh.  B.  124/614,  noble  moji, 

knight 
Fhekis,  $h.  pi  R  110/132,  men, 

people.    A.S.  freca. 
Fbekkebe,  adj,  M.  39/1223,  bolder, 

braver.     A.S. /rcc;  IceL/reAr. 
FSOWAKDIS,  8h.pl  E.  110/132. 
Fruschk,  vh,  M.  16/469,  dart,  leap. 

Fbuschedb,  pt.  pi  M.  12/361, 

dashed,  charged.    O.Fr.  fruisser, 
Fbusche,  sh.  M.  9/268,  shock. 

Ftjde,  sh.  O.  75/642,  creature, 
maid.  **  Mi  cnild,  mi  oune 
fade:*  Kyng  Horn.  1360.  A.a 
foda. 

Fyndyngb,  6h.  0.  87/1036,  cost, 
expense.  Compare  the  expres- 
sions, **  to  find  a  person  in  any- 
thing: **  all  found." 


Gan,  Gawb,  pt.  8.  M.  11/326,  333, 
properly  past  tense  of  gin  =  be- 
gin, but  commonly  used  as  a 
simple  auxiliary  verb  =  did. 

Gabison,  $h.  B.  114/262,  reward. 

Garbe,  vh.  M.  16/436,  cause,  make. 
Gabtb,  pt.  8.  M.  4/106. 

Gaynb,  adv.  O.  96/1341,  readily, 
quickly. 

Gebbx,  vh.  M.  47/1468,  cause, 
make.    See  Gabee. 

Gessebaitte,  fh.  M.  30/919,  a  sort 
of  jacket  without  sleeves,  com- 
posed of  small  oblong  plates  of 
iron  or  steel,  overlappmg  each 
other,  and  sometimes  covered 
with  velvet. — HaXliweU. 

Getok,  eh,  R  124/696,  a  banner. 

GnJD,  pp.  Bi  117/366,  betrayed, 
deceived. 

GiBDANDE,  pree.  pari.  M.  32/997, 
spurring. 


GiBDiLSTEDE,  eh.  0.  72/548,  waist, 

belt 
Glafes,  eh.  pi  M.  16/1099,  glaives. 
Gledes,  eh.  pi  0.  64/285,  kites. 
"  A  glede.    Miluu»:*—Cathol.  Anglicum. 

Glessenedb,  Glyssenedb,  pt.  pi 
0. 97/ 1366, 137 1 ,  glistened,  shone. 

GLOTOims,  eh.  pi  0.  86/979,  vil- 
lains.   See  note. 

Gnede,  adj.  O.  98/1392,  lit  need- 
ing, hence  wanting,  lost. 

GoM,  eh.  B.  107/16.  Gome,  B. 
709,  man. 

QONES  =  GOMES,  eh.  pi.  M.  41/1289, 
men. 

GowEBE,  eh.  M.  32/979,  ? 

Gownnes,  eh.  pi  M.  41/1288,  guns. 

Gbamaungebe,  eh.{?)  0.  87/1052. 
See  note. 

GRAYTHE,(wfr.M.  41/1289.  Gray- 
THELY,  M.  4/105,  quickly,  read- 
ily. 

Gbaythede,  pp.  M.  62/1600,  pro- 
pared,  made  ready. 

Gbenne,  pr.  pi  O.  99/1423,  lit 
grin,  hence,  make  feices  through 
pain,  writhe. 

Gbeses,  eh.  pi  O.  86/993,  herbs. 

Gbbte,  eh.  M.  40/1262,   ground, 
earth :  lit.  grit    A.S.  grtot. 
"To  qiiilis  his  fless  lay  Tnder  arete, 
hUgastetiUhdUesgane." 

Cureor  Mundi,  1. 16035. 

Gboped,  pt.  e.  O.  91/1174,  felt, 

examined.   Compare  Sir  Ferum- 

hrae,  1.  1388  :— 

**  Muche  him  wondred  of  )>at  cas :  ft  ]>an 
gropede  he  eucry  wounde." 

Gbyll,  eh.  M.  8/224,  grief,  sorrow. 
Gyn,  eh.  M.  16/443,  444,  contriv- 
ance, plan. 

Habebneone,  eh.  O.  99/1412,  ha- 

berion,  breastplate. 
Hailsede,|)<.«.0.  87/1042.  Hayl- 

SEDE,  O.  68/70,  saluted,  greeted. 
Hale,  vi.  O.  70/494,  Uft 
Halfen-dele,  eh.  0. 70/498.  Half- 

ONDELE,  B.  112/189,  a  half.   A.a 

heal/ne  d<kl  or  }^one  heal/an  ddel 
Habawde,  eh.  M.  47/1468,  herald. 
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Hatten,  pp,  0.  101/1469,  named, 
called.  A.S.  hatan.  For  the  his- 
tory of  the  word  see  Prof.  Zupit- 
za's  note  to  Ouy  of  Warwick,  1. 
169. 

IlAWTAYNBjCkiy.  0. 69/450,  haughty, 
proud. 

Haylsynge,  sh.  M.  22/677,  greet- 
ing. 

Heghe,  adj.  0.  81/835,  high,  loud. 

Heghten,  adj\  M.  27/828,  eigh- 
teenth. 

Helde,  v.  0.  80/822,  bend,  fall 

Uend,  adv,  B.  108/48,  quickly. 

Hent,  pt.  a.  O.  92/1194,  took, 
placed! 

Hbntt,  v.  M.  34/1041,  catch,  re- 
ceive. 

Hebberde,  pt  pi,  0.  78/745, 
lodged,  encamped. 

Hebbere,  $h,  0.  80/994,  garden. 
See  note, 

Heknes,  eh,  R  108/49,  arms,  ac- 
coutrements. 

Hete,  flJ.  B.  128/757,  time.  See  note. 

Hete,  Ipr.  $,  M.  49/1523,  promise, 
pledge. 

Hete,  vh,  0.  58/110,  ?hit. 

Hethywnesse,  $h.  M.  39/1224, 
heathendom. 

Heijenhande,  adj,  M.  26/810. 
See  note  to  1.  782. 

Hewe,  sb.  0. 91/1171,  colour,  looks. 

HroE,  8h,  O,  21/1171.  Hyde,  93/ 
1230,  lit.  skin,  hence  com- 
plexion, looks. 

HiGHTE,  pt.  $.  0.  78/746,  was 
named. 

HiLTis,  eh,  pi.  M.  4/116,  hilt, 
handle. 

Holt,  al.  R  116/326,  groye,  forest. 
A.S,  Jwlt,  HoLTis,i?/.  B  115/279. 

Hone,  ah,  M.  27/819;  0.  65/341, 
delay. 

Hoof,  ah,  B  136/1002,  hoof. 

Hope,  imp,  pi,  M.  12/356,  expect, 
believe. 

Houande,  prea.  p,  M.  48/1490, 
hovering,  waiting. 


HowsYNGES,  ah.  pi.  O.  78/749, 
hangings,  coverings. 

HxTRDAS,  ah.  M.  52/1600,  a  tem- 
porary rampart  for  assault. 

"And  in  to  entre  the)  many  wa^rea  seke, 
Sette  their  bastyles and  their  hurdetfsvke." 
Lydgate,  Chron.  qf  Troy,  Bk.  II.  ch.  18. 

See  also  Bokenham's  Lyvya  of 
Seyntya  (Boxb.  CI.),  p.  169. 

HuRTLiNGE,  ah.  B.  128/770,  con- 
test, conflict     See  note, 

Hye,  ah.  0.  91/1153,  haste. 

Hyne,  adv.  M.  40/1230,  hence. 

Hyngede,  pt.  a,  0.  96/1319,  hung. 

Iangill,  vh.  0.  58/118,  chatter. 

Ilkon,  adj.  M.  27/833,  each  one, 
every  one. 

I-MELLE,  prep,  0.  57/84,  amongst 
See  note. 

Irne,  adj.  B  115/285,  iron. 

I-8WELD,  pt.  pi,  R  129/774,  per- 
ished, died.    See  Swelte, 

Kan,  2pr,  a.  0.  71/530,  knowost 

Kayres,  pr.  a.  0.  103/1555,  go, 
proceed.    A.S.  cerran, 

Kende,  jyp.  M.  46/1437,  known, 
renowned. 

KiRNELLS,  ah.  pi.  0.  69/443,  battle- 
ments. **  drenele,  Imbattled: 
made  into,  or  fashioned  like  bat- 
tlements. Oreneler,  To  imbat- 
tle."    Cotgrave. 

KiTHE,  vh,  B  127/727.  Kythe,  O. 
83/904,  show,  display.  A.S. 
cyian,  cu^ian, 

KoRNB,  pp,  0,  92/1193,  chosen, 
selected 

Kyde,  pp,  M.  45/1381,  known. 

Kynredyn,  ah.  O.  76/693,  kindred, 
family. 

Lagheande,  adj.  0.  61/186,  laugh- 
ing. 

Lake,  ah,  0,  71/531,  teaching, 
lesson. 

Late,  pt.  pi,  M.  49/1532,  reckoned, 
thought  A.S.  ketan,  **He^<it 
Bo\>,"—P.  Plouman,  B.  xv.  168. 
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"Laatyn,  wenyn,  or  demyn. 
PutOy  reoTy  opinor,  Latyn,  or 
demyn  in  word,  or  hert.  Arhit- 
roTf  rear.** — Prompt.  Farv, 

Laitghtb,  pt  pi,  0.  59/145,  taken, 
received. 

Lawnd,  sb,  R  110/99,  field,  grass. 

"A  Uwnde:  salttt8**—Cathol.  Atialicum. 
"  Launde  a  playue,  launde.**— Palsgrave. 

Lawses,  pr,  B.  M.  34/1067,  snatches, 
draws. 

Layb,  sK  O.  97/1356,  feith. 

Laynb,  vb,  M.  18/538,  19/582,  hide, 
conceal     O.Icel.  leyna. 

Leches,  bK  pi,  0.  92/1183,  phy- 
sicians. 

Led,  8h,  M.  49/1532 ;  E.  126/697, 
person,  man,  people.     A.S.  leod. 

Lbnqotte,  adv,  E.  119/436,  longer, 
stiU. 

Lengs,  pr.  a.  M.  47/1441,  leans. 

Lebb,  ah,  0.  74/621,  ?  colour,  ap- 
pearance.   A.S.  hleor, 

Leee,  vh.  0.  71/537.  Lebyn,  531, 
teach. 

Lese,  pt.  8.  M.  14/408,  lost,  gaye  up. 

Lese,  ah.  M.  42/1308,  lie. 

Leseis,  pr.  a.  E.  114/258,  losea 

Lett,  pp.  O.  91/1178,  lighted. 

Lett,  ah.  M.  50/1543,  prevention, 
stopping. 

Lbue,  vh.  R  112/187,  Ppart. 

Leuen,  ah.  M.  4/112,  lightning. 

Leuentnge,  ah.  M.  26/815,  gleam- 
ing, flashes  as  of  ligntning. 

LiER,  ah.  E.  110/97,  the  soft  part 
of  the  leg,  the  calf.    A.S.  lira. 

Lightly,  adv,  E.  121/522,  quickly. 

LoFESOME,  adj.  O.  81/846,  lovely, 
handsome.  See  Allit.  Poema,  A. 
398. 

Lorn,  pp.  R  118/388,  lost. 

Lose,  ah.  0.  89/1094,  praise,  re- 
nown. 

IjOTHED,  impera.  pt  R  129/772,  it 
loathed  them :  they  got  tired  of  it. 

"Us  toj»«>  )>e  lif/*— P.  Plowman,  B.  Prol. 
155. 

LouED,  pt.  a.  O.  74/602,  praised. 
IjOUGHe,  pt.  a.  0.  58/115,  laughed. 


LowTB,  pr,  pi  0.  82/884.  Lowr- 
bde,  pt.  a.  M.  32/982,  bow,  kneel, 
bend. 

LxjEN,  ah.  E.  111/168,  P 

Ltjfsomb,   adj.   0.  95/1279.      See 

LOFESOMB. 

Lyne,  ah.  0.  81/846,  clothes,  dress. 

Mache,  ah,  0.  80/809,  match,  op- 
ponent. 

Mangeby,  ah,  0,  104/1585,  feast. 
Fr.  mangerie, 

Makrid,  pp.  R  130/842,  killed, 
destroyed.    A.S.  merran, 

Mase,  pr.  a.M.  41119,  niakes,  ap- 
points. 

Mate,  adj.  M.  41/1284,  worn  out; 
tired.  **  Mater.  To  mate,  or  give, 
a  mate  unto:  to  dead,  amate, 
quell,  subdue,  overcome.  Amati\ 
Mated,  amated,  quailed,  abated, 
allaied ;  decayed,  mortified,"  &c. 
Cotgrave.  See  A  Hit.  Poema,  A, 
612. 

Mawmattes,  ah,  pi.  M.  2/28,  idols, 
false  gods. 

Maye,  ah,  0.  71/522,  maiden. 

Meixe,  vh.  R  125/647,  mingle, 
join  in  conflict. 

Mellyde,  adj,  0.  94/1254,  mixed 
(with  white).     See  note, 

Menb,  1  pr.  a.  0.  89/1107,  tell,  say. 

Mengedb,  pp.  M.  15/458,  mingled, 
mixed. 

Menskb,  ah.  0.  74/623,  honour, 
worship. 

Menyng,  ah,  R  117/369,  ?  moan- 
ing, groaning. 

MEN3E,  MEN3EE,  ah,  M.  19/564, 
men,  army. 

Mese,  ah,  R  123/584,  mass. 

Mete,  vh,  M.  4/111,  to  dream. 
A.S.  m&tan. 

MoDY,  adj.  R  121/505,  stem. 

MoLDE,  ah,  U,  27/843,  earth. 

MoN,  pr,  a,  M.  3/75,  must,  shalL 

MoNE,  vh,  M.  10/305,  think. 

Mob,  ah,  R  130/854.    Moris,  pi  R  . 
1 15/306,  moor,  plain,open  groiind. 
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Myrkid,  pt.  8.  R  130/837,  became 
murky,  dark.  A.S.  mirce,  myrce, 
dark. 

My8TEB,«6.R  116/321.  Mystkbb, 
M.  47/1446,  need. 

Naohtb,  sb.  0.  59/146,  night 
Nap,    vh,    R    109/70,    deep,    be 

drowsy. 
Napperb,  ib.  O.  64/288,  sleeper, 

dreamer. 
Nasell,  6b,  0.  69/465,  nose-pieca 
Nastell,  8b,  0.  103/1547,  a  piece 

of  wood.     See  note, 
Neddibe,  8b,  0.  92/1201,  an  adder. 
Nee,  adv,  M.  16/486,  nigh,  nearly. 
Nefe,  8b,  O.  12/561,    Neffis,  pi, 

0,  59/149,  fist     O.IceL  hnefi, 
Nemythb,  pr,  8,  R  128/746,  cries 

out 
Nevtw,  vb.  R   136/1048,   speak, 

say.     A.  8.  nemnan, 
Nevynlande,  prop,  namey  M.  12/ 

350.     Se£  note, 
NoLDE,  adj.  0. 64/288,  a  nolde  =  an 

olda     See  note, 
NoM,  pt,  8.  R  134/965.     Nome, 

1  jpr.  «.  M.  6/164,  take;   vndir 

nome  =  pledge. 
NoNEKYN,  adj.  O.  59/125,  of  no 

kind. 
NoNKYNSTHYNOE,  eb.  O.  67/376,  a 

thing  of  no  kind,  or,  as  we  now 

say,  no  kind  of  thing. 
NoiTN,  adj,  R  114/271,  my  noun  = 

myn  oun  =i  my  own. 
Nype,  conj,  0.  64/297,  if  ...  .  not 

Of,  prep,  M.  38/1191,  off,  from. 
Of-glade,  pt  8,  0.  70/475,  glided 

from,  fell  off. 
Oe,  prep,  M.  3/56,  ere,  before. 
OSTE,  6b,  M.  29/893,  a  host. 
OuEB-SLiD,  vb.  R  114/254,  pass 

over,  skip. 
OwTTRAYDE,  pp.  M.  1/12,  treated 

with  outrage. 

Peletes,  8b,  pi,  M.  41/1290,  pellets, 
bulls. 


Pblyde,  pt,pl.  0. 70/502,  plied,  felL 

Pensalle,  8b,  0.  88/1073,  a  little 
banner,  streamer. 

Persed,  pt  pi,  O,  98/1386,  pieroed. 

PEYSSAirr,  8b.  R  135/989,  gorget 
See  note. 

PiGHT,  vb.  R  109/62.  PlOHTB, 
pp.  O.  78/750,  pitch. 

PiLLYNGE,  8b,  O.  94/1265,  the  peel- 
ing, rind. 

Plenerly,  adv.  M.  31/962,  ftilly, 
completely. 

Plyghte,  1  pr.B.'hIL  29/908,  pro- 
mise, pledge. 

PousTY,  8b.  M.  1/17,  power. 

Prottedb,  adj.  M.  42/1302,  re- 
nowned, tried :  cf .  Lat  probati. 

Prove,  vb,  R  130/818,  examine, 
look  out 

Prow,  8b.  R  108/32,  advantage, 
good.    O.Fr.  prou. 

Pye,  8b.  0,  64/286,  magpie. 

Pyb,  8b,  0. 91/1157,  pea.    See  noU, 

Pyghte,  pt  8.  M.  26/800,  pitched. 
SeeFiQHT, 

Pykkb,  8b,  M.  15/458,  pitch. 

Pynb,  8b.  0.  97/1350,  pain,  suf- 
fering. 

Quell,  vb.  R  113/227,  kiU,  day. 
QwYKE,  acy,  M.  51/1568,  alive. 

Raches,  8b.  pi  M.  28/854,  hounds. 
Bake,  8b,  M.  40/1249,  rush. 
"Dowelle^  wbyle  new  jeres  daye,  ft  Ty%  A 
raifk0i  >eime."— <Sr»r  Oawa^ns,  1.  lOTS. 

R^UGHT,  pt  8.  R  129/796,  reached 
to. 

Rawe,  8b.  M.  47/1470,  row;  one 
rawe  =  in  turn:  "on  Bawe. 
Oradatinif  ordinatim,  8eriatimJ* 
Cathol,  Anglicum. 

Rebuytede,  pp.  M.  24/743,  re- 
buked. 

Beohe,  pr,  8. 8ubf,  R  112/198,  may 
reach,  come  to. 

Becreyaitde,  adj\  O.  65/342,  re- 
creant, craven. 

Bed,  pt  8.  R  117/370,  advised. 
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Bid,  imp.  a.  B.  1 17/358,  adyise,  help. 
Beleuedb,  pt,  8.  O.  88/1081,  came 

against,  pressed  on. 
Eelybd,  pt,  8.  0. 101/1477,  rallied. 
Rbnt,  8b,  M.  1/16,  property,  wealth. 
Eeschbwsedb,  pt.  pi.  O.  103/1036, 

rescued. 
"  Bot  he  be  redilr  reseho^oede  with  riotons 
knyghte).'*~lf(>H0  Arthuret  362. 

Bbsb,  vh.  M.  42/1305,  rush,  falL 

A.S.  rcuan. 
Besb,  8h.  B.  117/370,  rush,  charge, 
attack.  A.S.r€e0.  Compare  ^//t^. 
Ptxww,  B.  1782 : 

"  )>eiine  ran  )>ay  In  on  »  ret** 
"  He  was  wroth  and  maked  a  vm." 

Seven  Sages,  2991. 

Beuesche,  vb.  M.  29/389,  dress, 

put  on  his  vestments. 
Bbw,  adj.  B.  122/555, 125/637,  sad, 

grieving.     A.S.  hreow. 
Hew,  pt.  8.  B.  117/370,  repented, 

mourned. 
BiGBON,  8h.  B.  127/736,  back-bone. 

A.S.  hrycg,  the  back. 

BiOGB,  8h.  B.  135/995,  back. 

Bdtd,  8b.  B.  111/152,  bark. 

"  >•  Bjnde  of  a  nege  or  of  a  nott.    Nauci.** 
Cathol.  Anglioum. 

BiSTB,  imp.  pi.  M.  26/797,  rest. 

BoF,  jrf.  8.  R  126/682,  cut  through. 

A.S.  reofan. 
BosB,  8b.  B.  125/650,  boast    **to 

Buse:  ostentareJ*'  CatKAnglicum. 
BouN,  adj.  B.  123/579,  P 
BoTJT,  8b.  R  117/358,  company, 

army. 
BusoHBjtVnp.^Z.R  123/589.  Binrs- 

8CIIBDE,  pt.pl.  M.  40/1249,  rush- 
ed, charged. 
BuTSSE,  vb.  M.  31/906,  boast    See 

BosE. 
Bydb,  vb.  0.  69/455,  fly,  fall. 
Bykb,  8b.  M.  22/666,  kingdom. 
Byll,  vb.  R  119/421,  ? 
Byott,  imp.  pi.  M.  26/797,  eiyoy, 

amuse. 
**In  raiiej  and  in  rosers  to  tyotte  |>ame 
■elvene."— iforftf  Arthure,  L  923.    See 
abo  ibid.  1069: 
**Bifte  rs  and  reuelle  and  rifotte  oare  tel- 
lene." 


Sadly,  adv.  O.  96/1313,  heavily, 
sternly,  strongly. 

Sale,  8b.  6.  57/63,  hall,  palace. 
A.S.  8<ieL 

Saken,  adv.  M.  28/854,  in  8amen 
=  together. 

Sauohtillynge,  8b.  0.  73/588, 
reconciliation. 

Sadohtyll,  vb.  O.  91/1154,  be 
reconciled.    A.S.  8ahUian. 

Sawe,  8b.  M.  48/1476,  saying,  word. 

Sa-wte,  8b.  M.  42/1299,  the  assault, 
attack.     See  note  to  120/452. 

ScnAFTEMOia)E,  8b.  M.  42/1308. 
;See  note.  **  Palme.  A  hand- 
breadth,  foure  fingers,  or  three 
ynches  in  measure :  also  a  shaft- 
ment"    Cotgrave. 

ScHARE,  pt.  pi.  M.  41/1265,  out, 
cleave. 

ScHAW,  8b.  R  116/324,  thicket 

"  A  Bchawe  of  wod.    Virffultum." 

Cathol.  Anglioum. 

SOHIDE,  8b.  O.  103/1547,  billet,  log. 

A.S.  «cide.  5eeNA8TELL.  **Shide, 

vide  Billet"     Baret's  Alvearie. 

**  A  schyde,  lillet,  cala.^  Manip. 

Vocab. 
SCHILL,  adv.  B.  135/1003,  shrilly, 

loudly.  See  note.   **  Schylle.    So- 

noru8.**  Caihol.  Anglicum.  **Shil 

or  shirle,  argutue,  canoru8f  acu- 

tueJ*    Manip.  Voatb. 
ScoMPET,  pp.  0.  84/943,  discom- 
fited, overcome. 
ScHOTJNTE,  pp.  O.  96/1334,  moved 

off,  warded  off. 
SCHBEDE,  vb.  0.  96/1330,  cut  in 

pieces. 
Sohu[l]dib8,   8b.  pi.   O.  69/466, 

ahouldera 
Seche,  vb.  B.  107/5,  19,  seek. 
Secub,  adj.   B.  110/130,  certain, 

safe. 
Semblb,  8b.  O.  58/107,  assembly, 

meeting. 
Semled,  i><.  8.  O.  77/709.    Sem- 

LYDE,  O.  77/708,  assembled. 
Sebohe,  vb.  M.  38/1173,  examine, 

probe. 
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Sessed,  pt  $.  O.  60/181,  quieted, 

calmed. 
Sbssedb,  pt  $,  M.  61/1577,  seized, 

put  in  posseBsion. 
Sewede,  pt.  pi.  M.  12/371.     8ee 

note, 
Shakis,  pr.  «.  R  116/324,  hurries, 

hastens.     A.S.  sceacany  scacan. 
Shoueis,  sh.  pi.  E.  112/194,  strug- 
gle, fight.    A.S.  acuTt  a  shower. 

Cf.  Jlana  scuraa  in  Judith,  L  221. 
SiCLATOir,  8b.  0.  67/87,  a  kind  of 

rich  stuff. 
SiLLE,  $h.  O.  65/9,  P 
Slade,    8b.    O.    99/1418,    yalley, 

ravine.    A.S.  alced. 
8LAKKES,8b.pl.  0. 99/1418',  ravines. 
"  In  a  sktc  bou  sclmll  be  slayn." 

Antur*  of  Arthur,  st  zxiiL 

Sloghe,  pt.  8.  O.  90/1125,  slew. 
Slonb,  vb.  O.  76/684,  slay.    A.S. 

8leon, 
Slyke,  adj.  M.  22/659,  such. 
Smothirly,  adv.  0. 63/259,  quietly, 

gently. 
Snelle,    adj,   0.    67/403,    quick, 

ready. 
SoGHED,  pt.  8.  R.  124/600,  groaned. 
"  There  gan  he  to  sigh  and  towghid  for  wo." 

Romance  qf  Partenay,  1944. 
"He  sighed,  toghed,  weple  with  tores  many." 

A.S.  8woeg,  a  noise;  8wogan,  to 
sound,  howL 

SoLANCE,  8b.  M.  12/357,  comfori 

SoNDis,  8b.  pi.  R  112/180,  a  send- 
ing, business,  purpose. 

Sought,  ?adv.  R.  127/707,  ? 

Spend,  pp.  R  129/793,  ?  spanned, 
grasped. 

Spendb,  pt.  pi.  0.  66/361,  put 
round,  girded  with. 

Splayd,  pt  pi  R.  120/452,  dis- 
played, spread  out 

Spbyngoldes,  8b.  pi  M.  41/1285, 
an  engine  for  casting  stones, 
arrows,  &c.,  a  catapult 

Stakebed,  pt.  pi  R.  127/730,  stag- 
gered, fell.     O.Icol.  8tahra. 

Stalwobthe,  adj.  0.  98/1373, 
doughty,  fltalworth. 


Statis,  8b.  pi.  R.  107/22,  author- 
ities.    Compare  Gesta  Roman.^ 

p.  3:  '*when  )7e  Meyre  and  j^e 

8taty8  sawe  l^is  doyng.*' 
Stekedb,  pp.  M.  35/1097,  pierced^ 

transfixed. 
Steuen,  8b.  M.  4/113,  voice. 
Stoitnd,  8b.  R  115/305,  time. 
Stoub,  8b,  R  129/771.    Stoukbe, 

O.   102/1527,  conflict,  struggle. 

O.Fr.  e^tour. 
Stoube,  8b.   M.  8/237,  crowd  of 

fighting  men. 
Stbade,  8b.  0.  70/476.    See  note. 
Stbande,  8b.  O.  93/1215,  country, 

land. 
Stbeohte,  pp.  M.  38/1185,  stretch- 
ed, displayed. 
Stbitte,  vb.  O.  56/48.    Stbuyed, 

pp.  0.  97/1349,  destroy. 
Styntt,    vb.   M.   33/1035,    cease, 

leave  off. 
Stythe,  adj.  0.  70/485,  mighty, 

noble.    A.S.  8tx^. 
SuELE,  adj.  R  132/892,  P  proud. 
SUYNQ,  adj.  R  108/44,  following, 

in  succession. 
Swappithe,   pr.   8.    R    128/746, 

sweeps,  slashes. 
SWEDYBD,    pt.    pi     R     116/337, 

?  jerked. 
SwELTE,  pt  2  8.  M.  3/70,  79,  didst 

die.     A,S.  atveltan. 
SwETE,  8b.  0.  84/941,  joy,  pleasure, 

and  hence,  life. 
SwEUEN,  8b.  M.  4/111,  dream. 
Sygnanob,   8b.  O.  88/1074,  sign, 

token. 
Syle,  vh.  O.  67/401,  to  move,  go. 

O.IceL  8ila. 
Symple,  adj.  M.  46/1409,  of  low 

degree. 

Ta,  vb.  M.  32/982,  take. 

Taile,  8b.  R  120/467.  Tale,  O. 
77/701,  tally,  number ;  by  thow- 
8ande  tale  =  by  thousand^. 

Takynnyngb,  8b.  M.  39/1215, 
token,  sign. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OLOSSARIAL   INDEX. 


177 


Taughtb,  pt  «.  O.  94/1268,  com- 
mended. 

Tayntb,  sh.  M.  45/1387,  stain, 
disgrace. 

Tean,  8h.  B.  125/632,  P  =  tene, 
sorrow. 

Tkll.  1  pr.  b.  U,  23/705,  count, 
reckon. 

Tbitob,  pp.  M.  24/753,  grieyed, 
vexed. 

Tene,  $h,  O.  95/1290,  annoyance, 
grie£    A.S.  t^ma, 

Tentedb,  ptpl.  0. 56/31,  attended. 

Tepbt,  ah,  M.  31/960,  ?  crest. 

Tebbs,  ah.  M.  15/458,  tar. 

The,  vh.  O.  79/793.  thrive:  dls  mot 
I  the  =  BO  may  I  thrive ;  but  see 
Prof.  Zupitza^s  note  to  Ouy  of 
Wartncky  L  615. 

Thedb,  $h.  M.  1/12, 33/1008,  people. 

Thee,  $h,  M.  36/ 1108,  thigh.  Thies, 
«5.i>i.B.  115/290. 

Thbthey,  adj,  O.  87/1032,  Prash, 
hasty. 

TumSypron.  M.  14/411,  those. 

Thoitwanoe,  8h.  0.  57/82,  temple. 
A.S.  Ywiwange.  **  Uoc  tempua,  a 
tunwonge."  Wright's  VoL  of 
Vocab.,  p.  206. 

Thobb,  adu.  0.  93/1238,  there. 

Thbetynge,  ah,  O.  80/826,  threat- 
ening. 

Thboo,  adj.  M.  15/453,  fierce, 
furious. 

Thbynge,  pr.  pi  H  8/237,  presa 

Thrynoid,  pp,  R  115/290,  com- 
pletely covered.  A.8.  l>ringan, 
to  crowd,  press  on. 

Tid,  pp.   R    123/561,    happened. 

See  note. 
To,  conj.  M.  43/1354,  till,  until 
To-DEEUES,  pr.  pi  O,  73/573,  fly 

in  pieces. 
ToK,  pt.  $.  R  120/482,  gave. 
Tone,  pp.  O.  59/129,  taken. 
Too,  vh.   M.    15/447;   O.   84/929, 

take,  seize,  hold. 
TouGHB,   adj\   O.   65/323,   Pbold, 

daring. 

OHAAL.  ROM.  II. 


Traye,   ah.   O.   95/1290,   sorrow, 

grief. 
Tree,  ah.  M.  15/448,  wood. 
Trewes,  ah.  R  114/261,  truce. 
Trist,  ah.  R  112/177,  trust,  confi- 

dence,  fi&ith. 
Truse,  imp.pl  R  108/48,  pack  up. 

"  To  trnsse  vp,    Subligare, 
Totniase.    Manticare." 

Cathol  Anglicum. 
"He  was  hfilowid  ind  y-huntid.  and  y-hote 
truise.*'— Richard  the  Eedektt,  IIL  22S. 

Trymlinge,  ah.  E.  108/54.  See 
note. 

Trynes,  pr.  pi  M.  40/1246,  strike 
up,  play. 

Tutlers,  ah.  pi  R  113/226,  whis- 
perers, tale-bearers. 

"  Totolon'  tolya  (totelyru  totylyn  tale  in  onys 
ere).    Suturro,'*—Proi^pt.  Parv. 

TwiGHT,  adv.  E.  108/40,  quickly, 

readily. 
TWYNEDE,  pp.  0.  72/557,  lost 
Tyke,    ah,    M.    43/1325,    a    cur, 

coward.    O.  Icel.  tik,  a  dog. 
Tymbring,  ah.  R  108/54,  playing. 

See  note. 
Tyne,  vh.  M.  3/84,   lose,  forfeit. 

Tynte,  pt.  pi  0.  98/1383. 
Tyte,  adv.  0. 61/204,  quickly,  soon. 
pE,  vh.  M.  37/1164,  thrive,  prosper. 

ififccTHE. 
pOFE,  conJ.  M.  12/355,  though,  al- 
though. 
pus-GATES,  adv.  M.  9/252,  thus, 

in  this  way. 

Ymbrere,  ah.  M.  10/293,  the  shade 
for  the  eyes. 

Vnder-tone,  vh.  O.  87/1053.  Vn- 
DER-TOO,  0.  64/311,  undertake. 

Vnnythe,  adv.  R 129/778,  scarcely. 

Vnredly,  adv.  E.  135/990,  furi- 
ously, violently. 

Vn-ryde,  adj,  O.  100/1459,  fierce, 
violent. 

Vntak,  pp,  R  109/89,  untaken. 

Vale,  vh.  O.  70/497,  fiall. 
Vaylede  pt.pl.  0. 80/815,  availed. 
Yelanye,  ah.  0. 60/171,  a  disgrace- 
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ful  act»  conduct  unbecoming  a 

knight. 
VBLAYNSi^yB,    adv,  .0.    87/1046, 

shamefully. 
Vbtells,  sb,  pi.  M.  38/1195,  food, 

victuals. 
VoYDEDB,  pt  «.  M.  36/1069,  threw 

away. 

Wadill,  vh.  B.  136/991,  tumble, 

fall  heavily. 
Wafull,  adj\  M.  9/260,  woeful, 

piteous. 
Walt,  pt  $.  M.  37/1146,  ?  gaped. 
Wandrethb,  $h,  O.  99/1410,  trou- 
ble, sorrow.    See  note. 
Wane,  pt.  $.  M.  1/22,  won  his 

way,  reached. 
Waky,  vh.  E.  132/901,  curse.    A.S. 

wergian, 
Wathb,    $h.    M.    24/726,    harm, 

hurt. 
Wayte,  vh.  0.  69/444,  watch. 
Wed,  8h,  M.  47/1466;  B.  109/82, 

dress,  arms,  accoutrements. 
Wedb,   vh.   O.   84/936,   go  mad. 

A.S.  wedan, 
Wedikwyne,  ah  M.  23/695,  eihemy, 

foe.    A.S.  wi'^erwinna. 
Wefede,p<.«.  0.72/664.  Wbuede, 

664,  cut.     See  note. 
Weitb  =  wiTE,   vh.   M.   4/120, 

know* 
Wekid,  adj.  B.  131/857,  dreadful. 

Compare  Wikkidly. 
Welde,  tih.  0.  80/828,  power:  aJle 

to  welde  =  aU  under  his  power. 
Wem,    sh.    B.    126/685,    127/704, 

stain.    A.S.  wamm, 
Wene,  $h.  O.  89/1110,  doubt,  hesi- 
tation. 
Werre,  acy.  M.  23/694,  worse. 
Wery,  pr.  nihj.  $.  M.  6/172,  may 

curse.     See  Waby. 
Wet,  vh.  B.  131/860,  to  hear;  lii 

to  know. 
Wethedb,  pp.  M.  15/456,  wetted. 


Wexe,  pt.  B.  M.  15/463,  became. 
Whills,  co^f.  M.  26/798,  40/1233, 
until. 

"  Dovellei  wkpU  new  jeres  6tmr 

Sir  Oatoayne,  L  1076w 
"  Bot  ol  >e  o«tl«  he  ne  flm 
To  behald  >e  lere  maSdan." 

MS.  Cott  Vusp.  Am  If.  SOa. 

WiCHEDB,  pp.  O.  91/1151,  be- 
witched. 

Wibtb  =  WITE,  vh.  M.  24/749, 
know. 

WiKKiDLY,  adv.  M.  37/1146,  badly, 
cruelly. 

WisCHE,  vh.  B.  120/451,  wish, 
desire. 

Wise,  pr.  $.  stibf.  B.  116/303,  guide, 
counseL 

Woghb,  sh.  O.  68/119,  woe,  harm. 

Won,  pr.  pi  B.  107/15,  dwell 

WoNB,  $h.  M.  6/168,  lit.  dwelling, 
hence,  life,  existence. 

WoNE,  eh.  O.  99/1408,  plenty, 
number. 

WoNNYNOB,  ah.  O.  62/230,  place 
of  abode,  residence. 

WooKE,  pt.pl  0. 92/1187,  watched, 
kept  awake. 

WoBTHE,  prea.  aubj.  M.  42/1323, 
maybe. 

WowiD,  pt.  pi.  B.  122/646,  be- 
sought, begged:  lit  wooed. 
A.S.  wogian. 

WowYNOBS,  ah.  pi.  O.  66/36,  woo- 
ings. 

Wbbthis,  ah.  pi  M.  4/96,  misfor- 
tunes. 

Wried,  pt.  a.  B.  124/602,  P 

Wyn,  vh.  M.  16/441,  win  his  way. 

Wyte,  ah.  M.  18/655,  blame, 

Wyte,  vh.  0.  90/1326,  blame,  find 
fault  witiL  Wytis,  pr.  a.  B. 
109/90. 

jARB,  adj.  M.  7/196,  ready. 

SBDB,  pt.  pi  O.  98/1402.  20DB,  pt.  a. 

O.  98/1389,  went.    A.S.  corfc 
3I8TRBXJEN,  adv.  O.  66/343,  yester- 

even,  last  evening. 


BVNOAT  :    CLAY  AWP  TAYLOK,  THE  CUAUCBR  PUESS. 
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